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from Naples. 

Italy? 

(1) 

All right, now. Where were you born? 

Italy. 

In Italy? 

Yeh, five miles a from Naples. 

Five miles from Nap1es? 

Yeh. 

What was the name of the town where you were born? 

Caserta. 

Caserta? 

Yeh. 

Now, were you born in the oity? 

Uh, wait a minute, Castell'Marrone that' s a five miles 

Castell'Marnone? 

Yes. 

Oh, this is a village in the mountains? 

Yeh. 

That a is near Caserta? 

Yeh, near Caserta, yeh. 

And this in turn is near Naples, right? 

Yeh, yeh. 

O.K. What year were you born? 

Why ••• a •• 1891. 

l89l? 

Yeh. 

O.K •. Now, how old were you when you deo1ded to leave 

Why ••••• a •••• 1907, I was, I was a fifteen years old. 



You were fifteen years old? 

Yeh. 

All right. Now, what did you do when you were in 

Ltaly as a boy? Did you work anywhere? 

Yes, I did work. 

What kind of work did you do? 

Well, I tell a what I did. I went a pick a lot of 

wild grass in the corn field. 

What did you pick the wild grass for? 

Wall ••• a ••• long side the corn field ••• com you see 

there was plenty of corn, there was wild grass, grass; and my uncle 

say go pick that. See? 

States? 

In other words just to pick the weeds out? 

Pick a weeds, yeh. 

Oli, O.K. Then you worked on a farm? 

Yeh, that's a farm, like a farm ------. 

Now, d1d you work there until you came to the United 

Yes. 

Did you ever go to school in Italy? 

No. 

Did you ever start to learn a. trade in Italy? 

No. 

What made you want to come to the United States? 

My father and my brother was here. 

Your father and your brother were here! 

Yeh. 

A. ••• was your •••• they were, was your brother older 

than you were? 

Yes. 



What was your brother's name? 

Joe. 

Joseph, O.K. Now, did your father stay in this country? 

He stood here for ••• with me, then he went back. 

Then he went baok to Italy? 

Yeh, he went back. 

And he stayed in Italy? 

Yeh, ae stayed in Italy. 

All right, so the rea.Bon you oame to the United States 

then is beoause your father and your brother were here. 

Yeh, that's a right. 

All right now, where were they staying? Were they 

staying in Wilmington? 

They stay down a ••••• 815 Linooln Street here. 

Eighth and Lincoln? 

Eighth and Linooln, yah, in & that little a short 

street, you know. There - a little short hand (?) street, they 

0&11"11:.. 

.lh, yes. 

It's 815 Lincoln over there. 

I see. All right:. Now, how did you leave Castell am-

mare to go to Naples? NOW, I assume you went to Naplea. 

Yeh. 

You left Italy trom Naples to oome to the United States? 

Yah, yeh wl~h a ••••• buggy and a horse. 

Horse and buggy? 

Yeh, horse and buggy. 

O.K., you left Castellammare in a horse and buggy? 

Yeh, yeh. 

And you went to Caserta? 



ship. 

(4) 

Yes. 

N~w, did you catch a train in Caserta? 

Yes, we catch a train go to Naples. 

And you went to Naples? 

Yes. 

Now, when you got to Naples was the ship waiting? 

Yes. 

Did you just get aboard ship? 

Yeh, ship wait ••••• right a ••• I went a right on a the 

You went right aboard the ship? 

Yeh. 

Do you remember the name of the ship? 

Yeh, Antonio da~a Bazza cause see I call. 

Antonio de la ••••• 

Basso. 

De.1.1a Ba~z.a? 

Yeh. 

Was it an Italian ship then? 

Yeh, yeh. 

It was an Italian ship. 

Yeh, yes. 

O.K. Now, when you left Italy, was it summer or winter 

or what time of year was it? 

Well, it was a winter. See, I, I land a here Twenty 

of April. See, when I got a here was snow 'bout that ••••• 'bout three 

feet snow on the ground. 

In April? 

In April, yeh. 

Tell me now, how long did it take to get from Naples? 



(5) 

Well, where did you land in the United States anyhow? 

I land in New York. 

How long did it take you to get from Naples to New York? 

Twenty-one days. 

Twenty-one days. 

Yeh. 

Now, you left Italy •••• 

Yeh. 

In Maroh or did you •••• 

In Maroh, yeh. 

And you got here in April? 

Yeh. 

And there was s •••• 

The third of Maroh I left over there and I come here 

twenty-first ••• a ••• a ••• twent1~first, yeh, twenty-first •••• 

Twenty-first of April. 

April. 

And there was snow on the ground? 

Snow on the ground. 

I see. 

'bout two, three feet snow on the ground. 

Now, when you got to New York ••• 

Yeh? 

How were you met? Were, did your brother and father 

meet you in New York? 

No, I had address where 1 come from. 

Uh huh. 

I got in the station •••• the ••• see, I had somebody, 

you know, I had a fellow, you know. You had to have somebody oome 

here oause we weren't old enough. 



(6) 

Yes. 

And he took me to station. I got on train. Then he 

went one way, I went other way. 

on your own? 

In other words once you got on the train, you were 

Yeh, that's right. 

How did you know where to get otf? 

Well, I, I had address of people. 

I see you just ••••• 

I show conductor everything. 

And ••• 

I had address. 

O.K. Now, I want to ask you another question about 

what happened before you got on the train. 

Yeh' 

Now, when you got oft the boat, did the custons-in

spector stop you or anything? 

straight? 

station? 

No'. 

What did you do, just come off the boat and go right 

Just came off •••• 

Didn't they give you a health examination or anything? 

No, nothing, no. 

Nothing? 

No, not that I remember ot. 

I. see. You just got off and went right to the train 

Yes, I just got oft, yes. 

And got on the train. l10w did you buy your ticket •••• 

for the train? 



(7 ) 

The train? Well ••• a ••• I tell you ••• I ••• wonder if 

I could remember I had •••• a pass come a straight to a Wilmington, 

you know. 

In other owrds in Italy you had the boat ticket and 

train ticket and everything? 

Yeh, yeh, train a ticket go right straight a Wilmington. 

O.K. Now, once you got to Wilmington, what train 

station did you stop? What, what train a station did you get off? 

Oh, I can't remember that. 

You don't remember if it was Pennsylvania or B.&O.? 

Oh, Pennsylvania. 

It was Pennsylvania Station then? 

Yeh., it was Pennsylvania down there. I know. I took 

a •• a buggy and horse. I took me right down Eighth and Lincoln. 

Oh? 

815 Lincoln. 

In other words you got off at Front Street? 

Yeh. 

And you got a horse and buggy? 

Yeh, and it come a right straight to here. I took 

out address, show him address where I have to come and he took me 

right over here. 

Uh huh. How long did it take to get from the train 

station to Eighth and Lincoln by horse and buggy? 

Took about an hour. 

Took about an hour. 

That's all. 

Uh huh. Now, when, when you got to Eighth and Lincoln, 

dld you have a job waiting for you or anything? 

No. 



(8) 

What did you do when you got here? 

Well ••• after one week I stay with my unole. MY uncle 

he give me orders what to do. He say.s, "I want you wash a floor

three times a week, ohop a woods .and a polish the stove. It We b:ad 

blaok stove, you know. 

Uh huh. 

That's all. 

And this is what you did for a your room and board? 

Yeh. 

In other words you took oare of the house? 

Yeh, I took oare the floor, you know, wash floor, you: 

know, chop woods, and •••• a ••• and a polish a stove, keep a olean, 

you know. 

I see. 

I done that for three years. 

And then after three years what did you do? 

Well, I had an uncle over New Jersey in a farm. He 

tDok me over the farm. I done farm a work over there. And a pick 

a pick a strawberry, peas, lima beans, and a all fruits over there 

I was piokin'. Then I learn a how a milk a cow. I start, I got 

up four o'clook in the morning and milk a cow every morn1ng. 

Uh huh. 

I done that about a I think about a two years and a 

half. I got a there in the farm. 

I see. Then you left the farm? 

And then a left the farm and come baok and then a my 

uncle got me a job in a shop. 

Which shop was th1s? 

Th1s a shop used to be fiber work down a Tenth and 

Union here. 



Tenth and Union, there was a fiber mill there? 

Yeh, fiber mill was a •••• 

Do you remember the name of the fiber mill' 

Delaware Hard Fiber Company. 

Delaware Hard Fiber Company? 

Yeh. 

I see. Now, you've been a •••• now, when you got to 

the point where you got this job with Delaware Hard Fiber Company ••••• 

Yeh. 

You had already been in this country then for about: 

five years right? 

Oh yes, sure. 

Yeu had been here about five years' 

Well •••• a ••• let see, let me figure out, I done that. 

three years. 

Three years? 

Three years I stood with my uncle work around the 

home over there, chop woods, scrub a floor. 

Uh huh. 

A three years did that. Then he, then my uncle he 

find out I was do nothing. He has a farm; he took me over there. 

Then I. stood about two years and a half over in that farm. 

Casert. 

All right now, that was a different uncle, right? 

Oh yeh, that was two brothers, see. 

Oh? 

Two brothers, two brothers, you know it was. 

Yes, what was their name? 

Caserta, one name Tony Casert,. the other name Frank 

I see now. Frank Caserta was the farmer? 



(10) 

Yeh, he was the New Jersey. 

I see. All r1ght. Now, dur1ng this time, this a 

:r1ve years •••• 

F1ve years and a half. 

Five and one half years, d1d you ever go to n1ght 

school or anything? 

Yes. 

You did go to night school? 

Yeh, I went a six months a, a n1ght sehool a here. 

What d1d they teach you in n1ght school? 

Well, they a 'teach me how to read and wr1te. 6ee, 

you know, I learn a •••• "ABG." And they teach me all •••• read and 

write. 

working? 

anything? 

Did you get your citizenship papers then, too? 

Yeh, yes sir, yes sir. 

During that :rirst five years? 

Yeh. 

Oh, good. Now, what d1d you do when you weren't-_ 

Oh ••••• 

For example, did you go out anywher.,1 Did you do 

When I work you mean? 

No, a after you f1nsihed working. 

Finished working? 

Did you go to the mov1es, dances, or anything? 

Oh yeh, sure. Me ----young boys, you know. 

Uh huh. 

I didn't drink too much anyhow, never go beer gardens 

them times. I didn't drink taUch. 



(11) 

I see. Now a during this time, a how,-what was life 

like in ~ilmington during those first ••••• 

corner. 

Oh, it was all woods over here. 

In other words this area that •••• 

Yeh. 

Was all weeds. 

Was all weods. See all the boys, we stand dewn the 

Uh huh. Now, where was this now? The corner of 

Eighth and Lincoln? 

Down there, Eighth and Linceln, Seventh and Lincoln 

and Sixth and Lincoln. All beys's. We get tegether, stand a on 

the corner. Then we, then a see used to' be gang. You say, "Brewn 

tewn Gang can't come here." 

rhe Browntown? 

Browrtown •. 

'rhis is Browntown, use. 

And, and the Hillsid" and they call it Hillside, we 

ceuldn't gO' dewn there. Be fight all the time. 

Oh, really? 

Yahhhhhhh. (Laughs) Yahhh, 

O.K. New, while you were at Delaware Hard Fiber Com

pany, what kind ef work did you de there? 

Yeu knew the, you knew wh.t the fiber is1 

Yes. 

Ever see that -------. I used to' work a, they call 

it": -------. You know what the ------ is 1 

Yes. 

See, see, I used to make that ----- a------. See the 

six feet leng, yeh. Cut 'em in square on old saw. They call 'em 



(12) 

bench saw. 

A bench saw? 

Yeh, bench saw. They cut • em in square. I used t~o 

make all kind of sise. 

inches? 

Uh huh. 

One sixteen go in up two inch and a half. 

From one sixteenth of an inch to two and one half 

Yeh. 

The ••••••• 

All a size, yeh. 

I see. 

Yeh. 

Now at how long did you run this a machine? How long 

did you •• a ••• 

How long I stay there? 

Yes. 

Well, a, I think a altogether thirty years. 

You stayed there thirty years? 

Yeh, oh yeh. 

You stayed there a till •••• let's see ••• you came here 

in 1907, right? 

Right. Nineteen seven. 

And you went to work there 19121 

Yeh. 

So you stayed there till about 1942. 

Yah, see I work, I work a different place ~oo, you 

know, down a American Vulcanized Fiber, too, you know. 

I see. 

All, all, all 'bout, 'bout, 'bout a forty years alto-



together. I guess. 

Well, how long did you stay with the Delaware Hard 

Fiber Company? 

Why a I stood there about a thirty-five years. 

You stayed about thirty-five years? 

Yeh, over here, and down a Amerioan Vuloanized I work 

five years there. 

I see. Now •••• 

That's a forty years. 

Delaware, Delaware Hard Fiber used to be right on, 

on Union Street? 

ton. 

Over here used to be, and then they moved to Marshall-

They, they moved to Marshallton and •••• 

Marshallton. 

And you moved to Marshallton? 

Yeh, I went to Marshallton. 

Now, didn't they close the plant at Marshallton. tDO? 

No, they didn't a close it. They sold out. 

They sold out? 

They sold out. Continental Fiber got it. 

Right,' in Newark? 

Newark. 

Oontinental Fiber in Newark? 

Yeh, yeh. 

Now, did you still stay with Contiental Fiber after 

they sold out? 

They want take me over here. I was buying this home. 

My wife she, she won't go. 

Uh huh. 



(14) 

On account of she had mother, father living over 

there, Tenth Street. 

Yes. 

And a, and I got a job. I got a job. My a, my 

brother-in-law, he was a work, was, was a building that duPont 

Building a Sixth and Shipley. I got a job over there, help a 

stone, stone mason. 

Uh huh. 

He set the stones. 

Yes. 

He was setting stone, you know, I used to help him 

help a ••• set stone. I work a job 'bout three months; and then a, 

then a, then a work there three months, I turn around, there was 

a ------- when I quit., See, my brother-in-law didn't want: 

me to quit. He say we got another job. Well, then I got job down 

a Bancroft's to here, see. 

Bancroft "I 

Yeh, I work thirty years over there. 

O.K., thirty years at Bancroft. 

Yeh, yeh. 

Uh •••• well ••• look when did you stop working for the 

fiber company, do you remember? 

Why a ••••••• let·s see, I think it was a 1916, some-

thing like that. 

Oh, in 1916 you stopped work1ng tor the f1ber company? 

Yeh. 

And then is when you went to work for your brother

in-law down Sixth and Shipley? 

Yeh. No, no, when that a plant sold out. It was 

1929 when I went a work with my brother-in-law. 



1929. 

what? 

I think. 

(15) 

Oh, in other words, you worked in the f1ber mill till 

Yeh. 

I see. Now, you worked with your brother-in-law till 

I work about a, I think, I work about, about s1x months, 

About six months? 

Yeh. 

And then you went to work for Bancroft? 

Yeh. 

And you worked there until when, about 1959? 

Yeh, that's right. 

So there at Bancroft you stayed thirty years? 

Thirty years. 

A long time. Tell me.som~th1ng, when.a, during the 

years that you spent here, did you ever notice that maybe you were 

treated maybe differently than other people? Did you find that 

Italians were discriminated against 1n any way? 

Oh, you mean how they treat the I~a11an, you mean? 

Yes, how d1d they treat Ita11ans? 

Oh man, that's a terrible. 

Really? 

They call me "Guinea," ~Wop," all the t1me; and, 

and a, and a lot of Ita11ans k1lled them Ir1sh a people. 

Really? 

Yahhhhhhh, lot of them. 

It, it was the Irishman that treated the Ita11ans 

badly? 

Yah I Them Ir1sh call 1t "Guinea," "Wop," all the time. 



(16) 

I see. Well, what did the Italians do when they called 

them these names? 

Don't do anything cause a, you know, sometime you 

take a bunch of them Irishmen. you by yourself, what can you say? 

Uh huh. 

You say anything. If you say anything, they kill you. 

See? 

Yes. 

Like I was walking a, I walk down in town lot of times 

when I was a young a boy, you know, walk in town. "Here the 

Guinea, Wop a coming." (Laughs) What can you do? Oh, you see 

eight. or ten Irishmen stand on the corner. You can't say nothing. 

O.K. Now, during those early years when you were here, 

you came to this country before World War One started, right? 

Yeh, yeh, sure. I was here World War. 

Did you go in the army during World War One? 

No, I was exempt on the war on the job. 

Oh. 

I was a, I was a First Class A, they exempted me on 

the job. I was a doing government work. 

in? 

Oh. really_ What kind of work was this? 

Oh the, the fiber they use them fibers. 

Fibers, really? 

Yeh. 

So you were exempted from the draft and you never went 

Never went in. I was ex •••••• 

Could you notice any changes taking place in the com

munity where you lived in Wilmington here? Could you notice any 

changes during World War One? 



(17) 

Yes, there change, big change. 

What a, how would you characterize the change? W~at 

would you say, what kind of a change was it? 

Well, see you take a First World War. When it began, 

we were ••• a ••• miserable. You know, when I started to work, I was 

making three dollars a week. See? 

Where's this, at the fiber mill? 

Fiber mill, yeh! Three dollars a weekI After while 

it went up four, than a five, then a First World War come. Wages 

goin' up little by little all the time. See? 

Uh huh. 

See? 

Yes. 

Then a, when a 1917, December the sixth, I got married 

I was a making, I was a making twenty-one dollars a week. See they 

went up, see? 

Was, was that considered a good wage in those days? 

Oh, that was good wages then. 

It was good wage2. 

Oh well, for me it is. 

Yes. 

You know, for me it was. 

O.K. Now, when a, when World War One ended, what hap

pened in general? Did the economy keep going? Was work still plen

tiful? Was there still alot of work after World War One? 

Well, there was still plenty of work. After while 

then start to drop all - all - all once.rhe 'pression came, see. 

This was in the twenties the Depression came? 

Yeh, yeh. 

Now before the Depression came or even simultaneously 
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with it, d1d you find Italians were being treated better after 

World War One? 

Oh yeh, they treat me better ------------ you know, 

you know. If he was an Italian, he treat 'em better every year. 

In other words things were getting better for you, 

right? 

Yes. 

O.K. Now, in the early nineteen twenties, Musso1ini 

started to come to power in Italy. 

Yeh. 

Right. What was it like over here when he started 

to come to power? How were the people? How did the people react? 

Oh, talking about a all the time about a him. 

They thought he was great, he was a good - that he ••••• 

Yeh, he was a good man. 

They did? They thought he was such a great man? 

We11 ••• he ••• he made a lot of new ••• new ••• he renewed 

a lot of things new over there, see. 

In other words he did a lot of building over there, 

is that r1ght? 

And he put, he put everybody out to school, you know. 

You know he take a·· people and make 'em learn. 

All right. In other words he a was making one get 

an education? 

'body learn how to read and write and a ••••• Yeh, 

and they was here, 1t was dlfferent.rhey, you know. When Musso-

1in1 came in anybody got to know how to read and wr1te over there. 

I see. 

Yeh. 

Now what d1d people over here do to support Musso11ni? 
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For example, when he invaded Ethiopia? 

Yeh. 

Now, take the American government took a position 

against this. How about the Italians here? How did they feel 

about it? 

Well, a talkin' about it, but they couldn't do any-

thing. 

Yeh, well, I know; but did the, were the Italians 

in favor of his invading Ethiopia? 

do anything. 

Mussolini? 

Oh, Italians was favor of Mussolini, but: they couldn't 

Yeh, well, they were; the Italians were in favor of 

Yeh, yeh. 

Whatever he did was all right? 

Yeh, yeh. 

I mean this was a general feeling? 

Yeh, yeh. 

Tell me, were there any fasc1sts clubs that were formed 

here in Wilmington? 

Oh yeh, at the club, yeh. You know, all there were 

all kind of clubs. Was, was that building down a Lincoln Street 

called !J.tister Weaver's. 

Oh, the Neighborhood House. 

Yeh, the Neighborhood House. Oh boy, that was a club. 

What club was that? Was that the Democratic Club? 

It's a, it's a after the Democrat Club. 

Uh huh. Now, what did they do in the Democrat1c Club? 

Playa cards. Drink 'n eat. Fight all the time. 

Really? 



(20) 

Oh yeh, yes, yes sir. (Laughter) 

Used to have a good time, huh? 

Yeh. (Laughing) 

Well, what else did they do besides. p1ay cards, drink 

and eat and fight? 

Uhf 

Did they, did they a political, was it a real politi-

cal organization there? 

Oh yeh, when they had meetings they did, yeh. 

When, did you belong to the Democratic Club? 

No, I didn't belong. I was too small to get in there. 

I was, I was afraid. Sure there was a people, there •••••• was swords 

that big over there. 

Really? 

Yeh. 

Used to carry knives? 

Knives and guns, everything. 

Well •••• 

I join Eagles, see. I was an Eagle. 

You joihed the Eagles. 

Yeh, I'm in the Eagles all the time. I never go fool 

around them Italian Clubs. They fight too much. 

Is that ••••• (Laughter) 

Yeh. 

How about the Republican Club? That was on Sixth 

Street between Lincoln and Union. Did you ever go to the Repub

lioan Club? 

Uh, I used to go in there once in awhile, but •••• 

Was that, was that anything like the Democratic Club? 

I was too young. They fight in there just the same. 



Same thing, huh? 

Yehhhhhhl 

No difference? 

(21) 

You ought to see them Italian people, the old Ita11an, 

~1~hts ••••• oh my, terr1ble! 

The old Ita11ans used to fight bad, huh? 

Oh, they k1ll one another. 

Really? 

Y$hhhhhhl 

What did they do, fight with knives? 

Kn1~e, gun, anything. They didn't f1ght with them 

fists. If they fight w1th fists, it's all r1ght. Used tof1ght 

with a gun and a kni~e. 

D1d you ever belong to the Sons of Italy? 

No. 

You never, you never joined the Sons of Italy? 

I jo1ned the Eagles; that's all I had. 

You just joined the Eagle, Eagle Club? 

That's all. 

Now I asked you if there was ever fascists clubs. Did 

you ever hear of the Fasoist League of North America? 

Italy here! 

remember? 

What you mean? I don't know what you mean. 

Well, Fascisti. 

Fasoist1, noooo. 

Did they have a very strong club in Wilmington, Little 

A, that I couldn't tell you, to tell you the truth. 

Did they ever have any parades or anything? Do you 

Not a, not a, not a Fascist"! parade, no sir. 



(22) 

They never, never had one. 

I never remember if they did. 

Ub.b.uh. O.K. I was just wondering to see, you know, 

what kind of support the people gave to a, a !4ussolini. Now, I 

do remember when I was a boy they used to have rallies at Sons 

of Columbus Hall. 

Eh, yeh, they still have Sons of Columbus Hall. 

Yes, they still have Sons of Columbus, but they used 

to have fascist rallies there where they had fascists coming from 

allover to make speeches and people gave their rings and every

thing. Do you remember that? 

No, I don't. 

You don't remember any of that? 

No. 

O.K •••••• now, you already told me that for recreation

al activities you used to a maybe go to movies with some of t'he 

young fellows or a just walk. Stay on a corner, things like that? 

Yeh, yeh. 

Ever go to any dances or anything? 

Oh yeh, sure. 

Where did they hold their dances around here? 

Well, you ever seen that, that butcher shop over here 

/' on a ••••••• 1·1essina. 

f.~essina.' s, yeh. 

That was be a dancing hall over there. 

Was that a dance hall? 

Dancing hall -------. 

Let's see. That's Seventh and Lincoln, right? 

Yeh, Seventh and Lincoln ------ -------. 

What was it called, do you remember? 



That was --------- Hall. Not a hall over here, 

over Sixth Street. (name called in background) Yeh, the Fierro. 

Republican Club? 

Yeh, yeh. 

It was the Republican Club? 

Yeh, yeh. 

Well, what was the hall, the dance hall called on 

Seventh and Lincoln. 

Oh, over here Seventh and Lincoln? 

Where Savery and Cooke is now. 

I think it was, it was a Democratic Hall too. 

Oh, was that a Democratic Club too? 

Yeh, I think it so. 

All right. Now, when you worked at the fiber mill, 

how did you get to work every day? 

Oh, I get trolley car. 

Take the trolley car? 

Yes, trolley.car. We use to have trolley car. Get 

tem Sixth and Lincoln. Take you right down Marshallton. 

Ittd take you right to Marshallton? 

Yeh. 

O.K. What would you say was the center of your life? 

Around what did your life revolve? For example, right for myself 

I could say my life mainly revolves around my fam1ly and my job, 

you know. Uh, this ltd say is probably the center of my life. 

What would you say the center of your life in those early days? 

Oh, we livin' in heaven now, that what you mean? 

No, what a, what were the most important things fon 

you when you were a young man growing up? Would you say •••••• 

(Voice in baekg~und says, "Working.") Working was the center of 
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your life then. Working probably took up most of your time. 

Yeh, I used to work day and nigb.t. when L worked down 

Bancroft's. 

Really? About how many hours did you work? 

Yeh, I worked as high as thirty ••••• thirty-three hours 

••• a ••• a lot of weeks all right - straight. 

Thirty-three hours straight? 

Straight, yehl 

Straight through, without a break? 

(Chuckles) We, see, we work in there. See, workin' 

four, workin' there, We give a break maybe two tend the machine, 

the other one, two go sleep for hour, you know. 

for hour. 

Uh huh. 

Then, then they wake up, we get the break. Go sleep 

But you'd still be staying right there on the job? 

Oh yeh, sure. 

Well. 

Yeh. 

All right. O.K. Now, uh, what was the life here like 

for most Italians between the end of World War One and the begin

ning of the Depression? How would you say it was? Would you say 

life was O.K.? 

Oh yeh, it was O.K. Me, I tell you the truth, I al-

ways had a job work, see. 

Yes. 

See, for me at least it was all right. 

Now, between this time, between the end of the First 

World War and the start of the Depression •••• 

Uh huh. 
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Prohib1tion was passed. The Prohibition Law was , 

passed •. 

Yes. 

What would you say the passine of that Prohibition 

Law did to Little Italy here? Would you say it affected it in 

any way at all? 

Eh, nothing. 

It didn't affect me. I tell you the truth. I always ••••• 

No, but I mean did it affect the community in general? 

Oh, it affect lot of people, yes sir. 

How would you say it affected them? 

They, they, they didn' t work. They c"an' t get money. 

No, eh, I'm talking about Depression, not Depression 

now, I'm talking about Prohibition. 

Prohibition. 

Yeh, you know, when they, they made the sale or pur

chase of alcoholic beverages 1llegal. In other words you couldn't 

•••••• 

You mean when the country went dry? What? 

Yes, when the whole country went dry. 

Yeh. 

HOw did it a.ffect Little Italy here? 

They used to be lot of bootleggers. 

They just bootleg? 

Yeh, bootleggers. 

In other words •••••• 

Make a their own liquor in a. the house. 

Uh huh. Did they sell it? 

Sure sell it. 

Uh huh. 
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Sure. 

Would you say there were more people who a drank after 

Prohibition that there were before Prohibition? 

I" say a more them drink after Prohibition. 

(Laughter) You say •••••• 

Yeh, more them drink after. 

In other words, what that law did was make a lot of 

drinkers out of ••••••• 

The law knew all about it. They see that like. They 

turn the country wet again. 

buy it. 

Yes. 

See? Practically everybody was making alcohol that~ time. 

Uh huh. 

I made myself for some, too. I no even drink. Couldn't 

Couldn't buy it. You had to make your own, huh? 

Yeh, I got, I got couple boxes raisin over there, put 

little water, boil a little, mo~esugar in, let it ferment for 

awhile then, then a strain 'em, then a distill 'em. 

Then distill it? 

'istill, you know ---------pot. I turn the lid a 

upside down, the air tight, and a I had a twenty-five minutes on 

that stove over there. I got a quart alcohol. (Laughs) 

(Laughs) 

started ••••• 

I guess everybody was making it in those days • 

.I learn a next door. Man next door used to make it. 

Uh huh. 

Then I see the way they make it, I make it myself. 

O.K. NOW, when the Depression hit, when the Depression 
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Yeh. 

A lot of people were affeoted by thie, right? 

Oh yeh, yes. 

I mean a lot of people wer.e out of work. 

Yes. 

Did this effeot you in any way? 

NO, long's I know, I was working pretty steady; bu,'ti 

I a.lways a did have ••••• you.know ••• always had a little ohange come 

in. 

Uh huh. 

I always was a workin'. 

O.K. Well, tine. Now,. when did you notice tne: next-. 

big ohange ••• a ••• I suppose the next big ohange was when Roosev.elt 

came to office, right? 

Yes, yes, when Roosevelt •••• put the country wet. 

Yes. 

And eh ••••• make a big ohange. ~erybody was a workin' 

everything. Y~u know the breweries start to working and every 

other thing her&~ 

So this in effect oaused jobs, a lot more jobs' than 

had existed before, right? 

Yeh, sure. 

O.K., fine •. New, when a World War Two was about to 

start - you remember when World War Two started, huh? 

1941. 

I guess. World War TWo started .•••• 

In 1941? 

I think, I think it was in 1941. Yeh, I think it was 

Now, when the United ~tates went to war with Italy, 

a did this naturally affect a the people in the Italian community? 
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Not that I know,of. 

Did it make life any rougher for people in t.he 

Italian community to ••••• 

No, I don't think so. I don't think so. 

You don't think it affected anybody at all? 

No" have just a good time. 

O.K. 

Yeh. 

What would you say is the greatest change that you've 

seen in the United States since you first came over here? 

•••• My oh my, I t~ll you what a big change. We're~ 

allving in a heaven now. We was a living in a hell when I came 

from the old country. 

Uh huh. 

Oh manl I want, I tell you the truth, I want go back 

with my father. I didn't like it here. 

You didn't like it here? 

Noooooo, didn't like itl I was living better in the 

old country. 

Well, what was there about it that you didn't like 

when you first came here? 

Well, couldn't get what I want. 

What do you mean? 

Well, well, I work in the house over there and then 

get little cup coffee in it, little bit milk and a piece of bread. 

That's all I eat. 

That's all you had to eat? 

That's all. 

Was it that way because your uncle didn't give your 

any more or because a •••••• 



give you? 

Ah that's all he had. He wasn't - he had - no, no. 

That's all he had. He just didn't have any more to 

He had noting, nothing, nothing else. See? 

I see. 

Well, I ••• a •••• I •••• it was pretty nean about, about 

two years I, I, I eat coffee and piece bread. 

it? 

Really? 

Oh yes, yes. 

Was that your only food during the whole day? 

That's all I had. He, he didn't have no money. 

That's all you had to eat for the whole day, is that 

I have. I don't know what they have. 

I see. Now ••••• now, what difference do you see in 

the treatment of Italian ••• a ••• between now and how you were treated 

when you first came here? 

By, 1 ' m, we're living in a heaven. 

Itt other words it's a lot better now? 

Yehhhhhhh. They're living in heaven. I'm just a 

like these fellows come from the old country, the old country now. 

Let's see, they got a automobile over here. They got their own 

home, own home. Oh, ••• a ••• they're in heaven. 

Yes, now, when your children first started to go tro 

public school, now did your children always go to public school 

here? 

Yeh. 

HOW were they treated as being children of Italians? 

Did they treat them all right? 

Yeh, they treat them all right. 
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Or were they treated badly or discriminated against 

in any way? 

Yeh, I think they treat them all right. I never 

a complained. 

Uh huh. Never had any, anything? 

I never had any complaints about it. 

O.K. Fine. Well, do you have anything more you'd 

like to add to what we've gone through here? 

No, that's all. That's all I can tell you. (Laughs) 

O.K. Have you ever felt like you'd want to go back 

to Italy out"side of the when, outside of when you first came here, 

'tlhen you didn' t feel that life was tOE> good ~ 

Oh no.. r never felt like a ••• 

Never felt .. like you wanted to go back? 

No. 

No desire at: all to go back? 

No. I .•• see ••• a ••• tell you the truth, my father, I 

don't •••• one sister over there and a my mother, father and it 

I could a go back when a they was a living, I would but at that 

time when they were living It I couldn't 'ford t.o go back. Had 

small kids. 

Yes. 

-I had tend my kids and my wife. I couldn' t go back. 

If they were living now, I would go back any time. (sad laughter) 

O.K. 


	MSS0179_242_T001 1_Edited
	Citation for this collection:
	Contact:
	Terms governing use and reproduction:
	A note about transcriptions:

	MSS0179_242_T001
	sparcoj_1968jan29
	sparcoj_1968jan29_001
	sparcoj_1968jan29_01
	sparcoj_1968jan29_02
	sparcoj_1968jan29_03
	sparcoj_1968jan29_04
	sparcoj_1968jan29_05
	sparcoj_1968jan29_06
	sparcoj_1968jan29_07
	sparcoj_1968jan29_08
	sparcoj_1968jan29_09
	sparcoj_1968jan29_10
	sparcoj_1968jan29_11
	sparcoj_1968jan29_12
	sparcoj_1968jan29_13
	sparcoj_1968jan29_14
	sparcoj_1968jan29_15
	sparcoj_1968jan29_16
	sparcoj_1968jan29_17
	sparcoj_1968jan29_18
	sparcoj_1968jan29_19
	sparcoj_1968jan29_20
	sparcoj_1968jan29_21
	sparcoj_1968jan29_22
	sparcoj_1968jan29_23
	sparcoj_1968jan29_24
	sparcoj_1968jan29_25
	sparcoj_1968jan29_26
	sparcoj_1968jan29_27
	sparcoj_1968jan29_28
	sparcoj_1968jan29_29
	sparcoj_1968jan29_30





