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THE PROCEEDINGS.

MORNING SESSION.
GamvesviLne, FLoripa, February 5, 1884,

Pursuant to the call for a Conference of the colored citizena
uf Florida, representing the interests of the colored voters

of the State, the Conference assembled in Roper's Hall,
in this eity, at 10 o'clock A. M. Rev. Augustus Wntan,
chairman of the committee on ents, appointed by

the citizens of Gainesville, called the ference to order,
General Josiah T, Wﬂh of Alachua County, moved that

Hon. J. Willis Menard, of Monroe, be temporary chairman.

Aﬁd to.
. Menard, on taking the chair, delivered a brief, bot
nent address,
or P. W. Brﬁrlnt, of Hillshorough County, moved that
Messra. T. V. Gibbs, of Duval, l.nd.&.ﬂ htbourn, of
Gadeden, act as temporary secretaries. A to.
The chair then announced that the next business in nrdar
was to call the roll as made up by ITon. M. M, Lewey, secre
of the committee on arrangements.
r, Gilihe pmm-tladtn eall the roll, and the following
counties answered:

Alachua ﬂmmf ~—Gen; Josiah T. Walls, Hon, M. M. Iuawat-, !

Rev. Au ltarlLE.lﬂ:thutJHPﬂhrH
J. N. Clin . William Trldpp Rev. R. E. éhm: Ty,
Edward T Inr J' Fiahar and seventy-four others,

Marion guw— ﬂhlndhr K. B. Bonner,
Rev. J, C. McCant, L. B. \Imn Hon, W. A, Wilkerson,
J. W, Eummmgl..l A. Kennedy, and Navid Hopkins.

Levy County.—John F. Murrell, Thomas MecKnight, Tsaac
Carrin, James Hall, and Ransom ﬁd“ﬂh

Monroe —J, Willis Menard, Wm. M. Artrell, Rome
Du nn!, and R. W. Batler.

efferson County.—1Ion. R, W, Long, John Hall, Eli Dil-

worth, and G. W. Procter.

Hi h ﬂnmly.—!.iq]ur P. W. Bryant, Rev. A. H.
Erwin, and J, W, Putton.
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Madison County.—Hon, E. J. Alexander and Llon. A. B.

¢ Counly.—C. H. Boger, Rev. 8. H. Colman, and
William Duval.

Volusia Counly.—Rev, B. W. Wiley and Rev. J. G.
Grimes, ;

Duval County.—Rev. J. E. Lee, T. V. Gibbs, Rev, W. W.
Sampson, Hon, R, L. Brown, J. H. Ballou, Major R. Green,
E. F. Griffin, and J. 8. Ferguton.

Escambia County.—Hon. G. W. Witherspoon and Hon. P,
E'#'Jffdmnm' County.—Rev. H. Call

—Rev, H. .

Sumter County—W. P. Tilman, Heory Brooks, J. H. Tan-
ner, and D. M, Mike.

Gudsden County—A. C. Lightbourn.

Swvannee Enmn%—.hmnl LL. B.

Leon County.—Hon. John Wallace,

Nanta Rosa.—David Crocket and Anthony Hawthorn.

Columbia County.—Frederick Martin.

Nassau County.—Hon, Samuoel Petty, Hon, R. E. Robin-
son, and Port W. King,

Bradford County.—C. H. Thompson and H. H. Pollard. .

The chairman then announced that the next business in
order was a permanent organization.

General Josiah [. Walls moved that James Dean, Esq., of
Suwaunee County, be the permanent president of the Con-
ference.

Rev. Joseph E. Lee seconded the nomination in a ver

| :E!mpﬁam speech, whereupon Mr. Dean was unani

ted.

The chair appointed Messrs, Walls and Lee to escort the
newly-elected president to his seat. On taking the chair
Hti;:. Enn,wa;y eloquently delivered the address appended to

80 n

proceedi
On motion of Major’. W. Bryant, of Hillsborough, Hon. G,
W. Witherspoon was elected first vice-president; J. H. Bal-
lon, Eaq., second vice-president, and Mr. Jobn F. Murrill,
third woa-ﬁzmidﬂnt.

Hon. John Wallace, of Leon, moved that Hon. M. M.
Lewey, of Alachua, be the Iyarmmant see of the Con-
ference, and Llon, P. H. Davidson, of Escambin, nssistant
mrntar{‘. to.

Hon, P. H. Davidson moved that Mr. David Crocket, of
Santa Rosa, be sergeant-at-arms of the Conference. Agreed to.
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Gen, Josiah T. Walls submitted the following resolution:

Resolped, That the eall as published In the Florida News suggesting
this Conference be adopted as the call under which we now assemble.

Rev. Joseph E. Lee moved the following amendment: Strike
out all after the word “in * toand including the word “ auto-
crat,” and insert in lieu thereof, « favor an Independent for
Governor, should the existing circumstances then warrant it."”

General Walls accepted the amendment, and the call ns
amended was unanimously adopted and afterwards embodied
in the platform (quod vide).

Gen. Josish T. Walls moved that & committee consistin
of one conferee from each county represented be appointe
on platform, and to select a State Executive Committee for

the colored voters of Florida. to.
The chair tham%m appointed the following committee:
Gen. Josish T. Walls, Alachua County.

K. B. Bonner, Marion County.
John Wallace, Leon Connty.
Wm M. Artrell, Monroe County.

J. E. Lee, Duval County.
David Crocket, Banta Ez:u County.
H. Brooks, Bumter County.
W. R. Long, Jefferson County.
gil‘? % inlﬁlﬁ. Nassan Etantjn
. W t, Hillsboroug unty.
E I A]nl:"r':ldn, Madison County.
A, C. Lightbourn, Gadsden County.
J. F. Murrell, Levy County.
B. W. Wiley, Volusia County.
Fred, Martin, Columbia County.
C. H. Thompson, Bradford County. *
C. H. Boger, Orange County.
At 5:30 P. M. it was moved that the Conference take a
recess and reassemble at 7 o’clock in the Conrt-House, which
had been tendered to the Conference by the county sheriff.

Agreed to.
" EVENING SESSLON.

The Conference reassembled at 7 P, M. in the Court-House
and was called to order by the vice-president, Hon. Geo. W,
Witherspoon.

General Josiash T. Walls, from the Committee on Plat-
form, ete,, submitted the following report :
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REPORT.
ommittee on Platform, and the selection of an
tlvfguwm?m. have :numm the matters referred to us and beg
leave to report as follows:
PLATFORM.

Whereas it is charged that the Danville massacre was the result of
a Democratio pﬁn to defeat the I " dent movement in thn.gndu:g

ernor, should the circumstances then existing warrant it.
effect the election of such men to office as will
mﬂrﬂu&tﬁ% b T:lraduu for the following evils and grievances to

which we are su :
t increased facilitles of common school education and
{th'%muhhlulhmﬂmthhtﬂrﬂldﬂﬂmlﬂ-“

Esq. a8 the address of t Iat:untuancaht.haps:ﬂa& the State
Florida, and we recommend that the same be p
form, with the proceedings of this Conference.
STATE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE,
We recommend the followiag gentlemen to be a State Executive
Committes. for the colored w&n of FTndh. whose duty shall be to

recommend such a political polie is suggested in the platform :
O P Walls, Alashun Cooniy,

e




¥ T T S A e e e Ao A L e T S LT T R b T i i peteirilie peee T AT TR L it Ty

Suniis
=
- -
e
283 g
¥
i
g gz
- '= E

J
P
i

.
%i
i
i

H
B.F. I.ld?m J
John Campbell, Holmes County.
Blgned) JOSIAH T. WALLS, Chairman.
Wt ELL, Secrelary of the Comumitice.

The report of the committee wus unanimoasly adopted, after
which the following resolutions were offered and adopted:

RESOLUTIONS.

Reasol That this Conference do hereby invite the colored people
ﬂﬁaﬁummlmg ra h!huihu'ﬁul thml.nulﬁm :
uantit unsecu lands, furnishing them .
fo get homess e uxﬁ”ﬁ‘ﬁ':ﬂ. "

Resoleed, That reas fution and regard for the
oot Thas e e O e S Sanas (haster A-
Arthur. the friend of our people. And we thank Hono. John
Bherman, of Ohio, for the course he has taken in the SBenate |
in defense of political rights in ?ll]iﬁllllrllﬂ pl. A

N e e

A

the Louisville tion, ber, 1883
Y I T . W. MENARD.
GEO. W. WITHERSPOON.
Whereas the habitual use of intoxicating liguors promotes habits of
jdleness and extra in any peopla, im the to
and ile temperancs is the handmaid of thrift

That this temperance 08 one
the most powerful levers whereby the colored race can be raised toa
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higher planeof clvillzation, refinement and independence, and invokes
Isters, the teachers, the heads of famil the mothers, wives
m?nl:ﬁmu.tﬁu husbands, brothers mdmml the race, to do all

in their power to further its advancement. Wi M. ABTRELL.
Resoleed. That we hereby tender a vote of thanks to Hon, M. M.

t manner in which he has the duties
o Ay Sy e JOSEPH E. LEE,
At 10 o%clock P, M., on motion of Hon, H. W. ﬂhmdlnr,
the Conference :iiunme:l sine die.
JAMES DEAN, President

M. M. Lewey, Secretary of the Conference.
ORGANIZATION OF THE Tsﬁﬁ.ﬂ EXECUTIVE COMMIT-

The Executive Committee appointed hy the Conference,
congisting of one from cach county, mat thn na::l: ﬂny after
the adjonrnment of the Conference, an ‘{'Hlmt-
ing Gen. Josiah T. Walls, nhnimm Em: Jnhn allace,
secretary; Hon. M. M. Lewey, assistant mmhrj and Thomas
V. Gibbs, corresponding secretary.

After considering the matters connected with the wurk of
the committee the following resolutions were adopted

Whereas, a change in the Constitution of this State llrarrdﬂ[n-
ﬂnlnurduhmnda the machinery of the State government less
cumbersome, less expensive and more In accordance with the true
prlnnlplun{p?nllrm mfhh altkos
mnnl:lnﬁu the m“vmﬁ:“mnmntymmﬂ m'ml:-

in the mﬂbﬂupﬂhuﬂdmdwtﬂu of
Mﬂﬂﬂlhhmﬂqﬂﬂmnmlnlﬂﬂntﬂlmmw color;

the distribution of Feder.! patronage in this State,
this dwtrlm hlth!ul ﬂ;r curried out hﬁrﬂl}l F. N. Wicker, col-
nf oustoms at Key Weat Ledwith, post-
wm“n%lmmm. nmi by Mr. J W Hﬂlll.ml]-!ctﬂt of cns-
ms
Therefore, be ﬂruuipm" That these offfosrs are
thanks of this committee for their fdelity to t’lm Dmﬁ:lnulp!m u!'
ﬂuﬂ rights and their tried mummup to the eol

Rum‘md' That we command the able, bold, and faithfal conrse of
the Fluriﬂn Newszas the organ ng madium of the independent senti-

ment of the colored and that we recommend it
to the cordial lnppomM people in nﬂ seotions of the State.
The committee then adjourned to 1eet at the eall of the
chairman.
JOSBIAH T. WALLS,
Jons WALLACE, Chairman

Secretary of the Commiltee.
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THE ADDRESS.

GEexTLEMEN AXD FELLow.Crrizexs : The purpose for which
we have nssembled in this Conference is one of grave con-
- b cern to us as a race, and as a part of the body politic of this :
\ ' commonwealth. e framers of the organic law of this na- 2
tion and of this State foresaw from ripe o::_pnriunua in public :
affairs that just such assemblages as this of to-day would be
necessary from time to time, to discass the great needs of the
people, set forth their grievances and adopt measures and
coarses of action that lead to an improvement of their
condition. Hence, the first amendment to the Constitution
of the United States, and the ninth and tenth sections of the

declaration of rights in the constitution of Florida declare that
#“ no laws shall be made abridging the freedom of or
of the press, nor of the p penceably to assemble and
consult for the common , and petition the Government
for a redress of their grievances,” And in order not to abuse
\the privilege us by the organic law of the land, it
is im t that such wisdom and cool judgment should
prevail our council, and such careful thought and deliberation
should characterize our work as will reflect credit upon this

body.

"'ﬁa have met, then, to calmly, carefully, completely, and
manly discuss our condition from every needed standpoint,
and to determine upon a prudent course of united action
t%}t u?£ nnslaund p]itulf to the t:auu-u:lul.lI ' adwuf huf Pm“
0 and fair play to our people, an the ty
of the State of Florida.

The call for this Conference, which is the guide to the

}. | J channel of our deliberations, sets above all other things our
- grievances; and to our views upon them, let ns have your
careful attention.

What are public grievances!?

Public grievances are any injaries that are inflicted upon
the people, or any class of the people of a Btate by the
imposition of oppressive laws, without just canse; or inju-
ries that avise from the failure of the Government to make
and enforce such salutary laws as are nccessary to a full
and complete protection of the people, and to ote the
peace, good order, and general welfure of the State, .

. [P N Sl
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The necessity for the protection of life, liberty and personal
security, and the advancement and improvement of certain
lities for the benefit of mankind lie at the bottom
and constitate the fostering .lpﬁu or fundamental canse that
leads to the formation of al uivﬁ soclety under free govern-
Em}. “Ellim reat faﬂ%ﬁu are all né:inxluhandﬂ nnﬂ:l' the
ve fo o : pro A | igion, (8) educa-
tion, (4) civi! rights, (5) p\)m,i riglhts, Thu{i facilities
form vital parts of the sub-structure of government, and ns
such are public institutions, any injury to which, to the pre-
judice of the people, is a grievance worthy of public atten-
tion. Let us consider them separately in order to discover
in what our grievances consist.

FROFERTY.

The material facilities of the people comprise their indus-
trial, financial, and business uﬁ‘nﬂmu of every kind, which
are employed for the sequisition of real or personal property.
To protect property rights or secure a man in the sole pos-

~session and enjoyment of certain external things of the world,
to the exclusion of every other person, is one of the chief
ends of government. We do not believe that we have upon '
this score Ihu{ complaint that amounts to a public grievance.
We are of the opiniou that the prevailing sentiment of tha
State fuvors the security and enjoyment of our propert
hts in all cases where we place ourselves within the
the law. It is true that there seems to be a feeling among
a few of our white friends in some cities that conspires at
times to prevent us purchasing lots insome imh:'lﬂulhy,
but we trust and honestly believe that in the course of time
that epirit of caste will vanish away. While we have no
public grievance relative to oar property rights or material
condition, yet there are some things pertaining to it that re-
uire the attention of the individoal members of this Con-
erence,

All other things being equal, the rule for determining the
importance of one citizen in a Btate over another is the
superior quantity of property that hehas, the amonut of eapi-
tal that he controls, or the annual income of the business that he
carries out., This forcibly suggests the bounden duty of every
homeless colored man in Florida to himself, to his posterity,
and to his Btate, viz : that he should begin to-duy, and con-
tinue his exertions without flagging energy, till he has sequired
lands, a home, and such personal property around him as will
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make it comfortable. And those who have lands and homes
should get more lands, or go into business enterprises, form
joint stock companies for mercantile and other financial

tions,
Buch ent as that of M. J, Christopher & Co., com-
mission me in Jacksonville; D. Y. Hill & Co., com-

mission merchants in Palatka; Chestnut & Clinton, merchants
in Gainesville; the Men and Women's Buving Bociety in
Key West; the Hon. Josiah T. Walls, the successful horti-
culturist of Alachua, whose names are all familiar to the
reading public, are moves in the right direction. Those en-
terprises speak volumes toward the elevation of uu;ogaopla
to the desired plane of life. Let us follow their noble ex-
amples, and get wealth, and with it the mmmpnnir.:‘:’%
incidents, prestige, and power. DBy these means we wil
only demonstrate more clearly our capabilities as men and
citizens, but we will increase our importance to the common-
wealth of which we form a part.

There is a class of our people in this State,and which class
I am sorry to say is very large, that isin the condition of
what are known ae squatters, That is, some have made
homestead entries on Government lands and lived upon them
the required five years, within two years after which they are

nired to make final proof of their entry and continuous
residence thereon for five years, in order to obtain a clear

title by United States patent; but, instead of doing this,

have remained on the lands without complying with
the law in this particular, and the lands have reverted to
the Government. And others have settled upon State lands
without a shadow of title, and the result is, that they are
to day in the eye of the law trespassers, without lands to
till, homes to shelter them, or places to lay their heads.
This 1s a deplorable thing, but it is nevertheless true, and
needs immediate and effective attention. This Conference
can well recommend that on returning to our ive
homes let each of us make it a special duty to bring this mat-
ter to the notice of those of our people in every county
where they have been negligent in this matter, and insist
upon them to immediately employ attorneys to examine the
condition of their land titles, and take such stepa for them
as their cases may ueed to place them on sure foundations, I
would that T were situated so that I could; nothing would
afford me greater pleasure on earth than to travel from Duval
to Escambia, and from Escambis to Monroe, touching every
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towuship, if necessary, in this land of my birth, and assist
my needy brethren in :mnring their claims to the soil upon
wih:h they live.

RELIGION,

Religion is the basis of Christian civilization. It is the
means by which the moral lessons of life are constantly set
forth, delineated and instilled into the hearts of the people.
When properly disseminated it stamps its impress upon the
course of human conduct in every sphere of action, whether
it be around the fireside, or in affairs of State. In the
breast of the legislator, the executive and the judge, it is the
impulse that fosters integrity, honesty and J]u » and crashes
asunder dishonesty, corruption and fraud. It has been and
is still one of the saf; ll'glﬂf'uﬂl blie. To the triu
of Christianity in its inflnence npon the public opinion of this
country, we owe to a great extent the boon of human liberty
that we enjoy today.

‘We have no puhﬁu grievance in this behalf. No man is
compelled to nceept the religious creed of any particular de-
nomination. The theological doctrine of free agency is
recognized by the fundamental law of our country, and every
man is protected in the worship of God according to the dic-
tates of his own conscience. e reports from the annual
conferences and religions associations of our people in this
Btate show that their moral status is on the upward march ;
the results of the improvement in the intelligence of our
colored ministry,

The foundations of the temperance cause is based upon the
tmhin? of the Bible, That book bears record of the
solemn injunction: “ Look not thou upon the wine when it
ia red, when it giveth his color in the cup, when it moveth
itself aright. At the lnst it biteth like a serpent, and stingeth
like an adder.” And further eays: “ The drunkard and the
glutton shall come to poverty, and drowsiness shall clothe a
man with rags ;™ and “ no drunkard shall inherit the king-
dom of heaven.” Since the Bible marks out the course of
labor for the Christian ministry the cause of temperance
plainly comes within its scope, and should receive its vigor-
ous support from every palpit in this State, white and
colored,

The man whose thinking faculties are deranged, and whose
reason is dethroned by strong drink, is unfit to be argued
with concerning the rewards of the righteous und the punish-

i
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ments of the wicked that await man in the future state.
He must be sobered and restored to his normal state first,
which shows all the more st that temperance is an
“;nil:lh?p f.'.f mdinrii'“ :llrﬂnppr«ad:u: Illiummighh of i i
min eels an t t of its respon-
libilitg.n a potent ﬂnr in the advancement of civilization;
and that it will spare no pains in the effort to perform its
just part of that great work.

EDUCATION,

The general diffusion of knowledge is one of the most
powerful agencies of human p It enlightens the
people in the more convenient of transacting busi-
vess, It affords the benefits to be derived from the arts and
literature of the world, past and present. Edueation leads
men into channels of thought that familiarize them with the
sciences, by wh.sh they become acquainted with the hidden
forces : nature m:f Ti:i!hh iharltn turn those forces to the

ractical purposes e. And it prepares men for uir-
an a knowledge of those duties and responsibilities :ﬁ:iﬁ-
zenship which make them useful members of the body politie.

Bucoess in wa~ depends largely upon skillful maneuvering,
but it depends more so upon the employment of a sufficient
force to overcome the enemy. This ia true of the alarming
?r:ﬂ t‘&i illi‘t;m; which i.'nhzilph:'lim shows to exist in

e Buccess ng it depends to a great
extent upon the competency of the educators, yet it depends
to a greater extent upon the employment of a sufficient num-
h‘i’hoftfl:;lmmo:ntha ;nrhl&hutmllr. vide

e failure tate government to pro ample
facilities for this purpose constitutes 4 grave public gri
among us. Ours is a free ment. The people are not
compelled to bow at the of any one man, or any privi-
leged class of men. Kvery man, white and colored, is, in a
measure, his own ruler, and we all unite, by means of the
ballot in exercising the powers of sovereignty. FEdueation is
indispensable to the success of all forms of government, but
it is more 8o to a popular form of government, because ﬂ:ga-
rience has shown that good self-government is impossible
without an intelligent and honest ballot. Hence the com-
mon school bears a most important relation to the welfare and
rity of the commonwealth of Florida. It isthe means
which education is among the masses, whose bal-
lots are as effectual, under our system of government, as those
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of the millionaires. That more ample common-school advan-
tages are needed can plainly be sevn from the numbers of
~cmons that have reached their majority without a common-
schonl training, since it has been the duty of the State to m
vide the same for all persons within its borders. The
public poliey demands it. The more general education that
there is in a State, the more human liberty. Modern politi-
cal science teaches that the best government is that which
governs well but governs least; and that the minimom of
education is the maximum of governmental restraint. That
is, education substitutes the teacher for the sheriff, the school-
house for the prison, and the work-shop for the poorhouse.
Another reason why the educational ﬂnmﬁu should be
improved a: d made sofficient to overcome the illiteracy that
prevails largely among us is, that it is now a fixed fact in
contemplation of organic law, that the colored people of the
lhllﬁhd iltnmfl:; an unqumﬁm;hl{: rttflu and parcel ;f the
o itic of this country; and, li white e, wer
nmm to stay. Some few of ns may sae fit mP:lh our
fotore homes in some foreign country, as Earope, Africa, or
elsewhere, like some few of our white friends, but the body
of us will remain here in the land of our birth. For the
very reason that the whites needed education as a means of
ensuring the success of self-government, for those same rea-
sons it is necessary that the opportunity should be afforded
to us of obtaining an edoecation, since we occupy a similar
relation towards the government that the white people do.
The question of a uniform system of public schools has
been discussed in some of the SBouthern States in an unfavor-
able light within the last few wvears. It has been urged that
the revennes raised onthe property of white people should
not be expended in educating the colored people. This false
iden hns gained sach prominence in public circles as to have
taken the shape of a movement in some of these Btatea to
divide the school taxes so that the whites shall raise funds for
their children and make the colored people raise funds for
theits. Such a movement is based on the most uuauuudlpub-
lic policy imaginable. No publicinstitation, like the uniform
system of public schools, which bears such an important rela-
tion to the primury idea of free government, can be tam-
pered with without jeopardizing the perpetcity of the Gov-
ernment itself. The adoption of such an unwise measure
wounld overthrow the entire system of common school ednea-
tion, hamper and retard the advancement of the Btate by

L
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burdening it with an illiterate voting populace, whose Im-
provement by general education mﬁi then become impos-
sible, This would be true, becanse universal education can-
not be nccomplished without governmental and
blic revennes. It has never existed except when furnished
these means,

Happily for us, however, I do not believe that such a death-
blow to our public institations is desired by the whlt}reoph
of this State; nor, under the existing constitution of Florida,
can such a thing be done, becanse article 8, section 1, says:
“ It is the paramount duty of the State to make ample pro.
vision for the education of all the children residing within
its borders, without distinetion or preference;” and section
2: “The legialuture shall provide a uniform aystem of com-
mon schools, and a university, and ehall provide for the lib-
eral maintenance of the same.”

It is eometimes asked that, aside from all questions of pub-
lie policy, is it just and equitable that the white le should
be to edncate the colored, as they are under ouar pres-
ent public school system? answer to this is most posi-
tively in the affirmative; and I further assert that the reasons
whr{t should be so, from an chuEItahla standpoint, are stronger
by far than any that can urged in favor of it upon
grounds of publie policy. It is a settled principle that runs
t the entire business transactions of the world, that
when a person renders to another something of pecuniar
value, be is entitled to a quid {rn quo, or something of uqnj
valoe in return, This prrncip e is well founded in law, con-
stitutes a bed rock in equity, and is tanght by holy writ in
the living language that * the laborer is worthy of his hire.”

From 1830 to the close of the war in 18656 there was an
average luboring population of 28,000 colored le in this
State, In n}n ty and justice they were entitled to their
earnings; and if they had been allowed wages duri
this period at the low rate of 40 cents a day, and board,
their earniogs would have the sum of §145,-
400,000—n sum equal to more than four times the assessed
valuation of property in the entire Stute of Florida to-day.
This amount could huve been judiciously invested, and under
the 11I::-|;-|umt tax law we counld have rniged an annual sum of
814,000 for school purposes, $485,0u0 for the expenses of
the Stute government, aud $435,000 for interest on the State
tebt. This Conference should take some steps looking towards
& more liberal support for education, und petition the Con-
gress of the United States for national aid for the same.
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CIVIL RIGHTS.

The term civil rights, in & comprehensmve sense, might
properly be applied to all elasees of rights not strictly political,
Bl -lhﬁttnmquiu and hold property, to maintain
snits, to n an education. and the right to wunl:'ir accord-
ing to the dictates of one's own conscience. But within the
lust eight or nine years the term civil rights bas been used
in a comparatively limited semse in connection with certain
legislation that has been made to prevent unjust diecrimina-
tion against our people. This brings before us a considera-
tion of the late decision of the Bu?m:m Court of the United
Btates in the civil rights cases, which it is well that we all
should thoroughly understand, in order that we may know
just what our present status is in this particular since the
rendition of that decision. On the 1st of March, 1875, an
act of Con Was ;Egmud, the first section of which
provided as follows: * That all persons within the jurisdiction
of the United States shall be entitled to the full and equal en-
joyment of the accommodations, advantages, facilities, and
privileges of inns, public conveyances on land and water,
theatres, and other places of public amusement, subject only
to the conditions and limitations established by law, and ap-
plicable alike to citizens of every race and color, ;gardlm of
any previous condition of servitnde.” And on second

ded a penalty of $500 for the violation of the first sec-
tion, to be collected in a civil action in the United States
Dm a&d . ht in which had been

t three ago eight cases, in which suits
brought under tmr:mn were taken up from the United
Btates Circuit Court in di t of the country on writs
of errors to the Bupreme Court of the United States, These
cases involved the equal rights of colored citizams in hotels,
and theatres, and on railroads. It was claimed by the plaint-
iffs in error that this statate was nuconstitutional and void,
which formed the principal issue. Hence, when these cases
were reached it was necessary for the SBupreme Court to pass
upon the constitutionality of the statute, and determine
whether Con wus legally vested by organic law with
the power that it exercised in dp.mtlug the civil rights act.
The majority of that court decided that the matters con-
tained in the civil ;If;hla bill were exclusively within the
tive province of the various States, and that Con

had no power under the Covstitution to pase that law;

p
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therefore it was unconstitutional and void. The fecling that
has been cultivated among ussince the war to look up to the
National Government as the tra.r:d and protector
of ull the eivil and political with which we are vested
I has caused us to overlook one of the cardinal doctrines of our

constitutional law, which holds that “the powers not dele-

to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohib-

ted by it to the Btates, are reserved to the States respectively,

(rj or to the peaple.” The effect of the decision, sccording to

this ) m“mmmﬂ%m":h pom;;mmd

hyﬂnﬂﬁrm n ng ts act was not delegated

to the United Etm by the Fourteenth Amendment, nor was

it prohibited by it to the Btates, therefore it was reserved to
the States or to the

Now let us see how the decision affects us. Hotols, res-

taurants, or publicinns; vessels, steamboats, rail vays, or com-

mon carriers; ti:am'u, and places of public amuse- 4
ment are held in LH’ to be of a quasi public character,
because their primal object is 1 for the benefit, accom- i
modation and entertainment of t eral public; and from i
time immemorial the public have ts which accord- -'
inga:nthammmh-ﬂ:ayﬂuboun to respect. And i
when we were made citizens, and aa such a part of the pub- ¥

lic we that moment (other things being equal) became en-
titled to all the rights and privileges enumerated in the civil

rights bill, and 1o thé same and treatment from
those quasi public institutions that have always been accorded
to other men. Nor did the 8 Court decide to the
con of this. It merely decided that the various Btates ¢

hlgthtﬂmﬂ ufﬂ:uamﬂtul,nﬂdmt:‘haﬂniudﬂuul:
an tate legislatures co tutes declarato
u[whtthummmnnllwm,bntp‘;t ; Aga.ir:{
under the civil rights law we could sue in United Btates
courts for infringements of our civil rights, The Bapreme
” Court holds that we cannot bring eunits involving such mat-
ters in those courts, but that we must enter such suits in the

State courts.

Justice Harlan, a brave man, of Sonthern birth, dissented
from the opinion ot the court. He thought that Congress
had power under the amendments to the Gnnuﬁtnﬁunmm
the civil rights bill, but the majority of the court decid
differently, and as the majority ruled, that settled the mat-
ter. That decision did not destroy a singie one of ourri L
They are the same to-day as any other of people in this !
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country, and in this State, where the proprietor of a common
carrier, or place of public amusement, 80 far goes against his

ly impulses to treat respectable roph.whihurml.
o Jin a ml.n:ar unwarranted by law, have their
d:niuaftruma inniu;fnrndh-l- they may

i

gn-rnmd thuu ts from time whereof the memory of
man runneth not to the contrary; Emnd’l{ghq brin;

suit under the following law
I‘Inridl “No mtmnu tLllthlh:lLbymofr.u,
or

mlur previous condition uflarﬂtudm
e:nludadrrumﬂufnllmdaq enj t of any accom-
modation, advantage, !‘mhtr,nrprlﬂnp furnﬂmlhjinu-
I:upmb common carriers, whether on land or water, by
ImdumwmmlmdthﬂH,ﬂm_
places of public amusement.”
People muming an unt'rl!nﬂly attitude towards us in this
matter have unfai our damlnd for civil rights
fnrnoglhquﬂit i

as & Jemand
gin in common and statu w, lmi hence are the sabject

of legislation. Bocial ty originsies from a mutual un-

e

continne to bt:h hr Iur Bocial rights or social
equality will care of themse

thufnragning,lamdthnnpmimthnwahu no
pﬂhlln grievance under this head. P

that we have to mﬂ'u in this behalf frnm "“".E..“"“

unable in many cases to employ lawyers,

m nur relief thia protection which the law nﬂ’nrdl us.
tage is taken of us on this uccount in man unlw

tlm ntamﬁwuuld not be made if we were huiu:l
erty and the means to defend ourselves.

PFOLITICAL RIGHTS.

We nnwanmatupnhnulrightl,whinh,h a free govern-
ment, are the rights that are preservative of all rights, They
embrace the rﬂt of the people to vote without fear or
molestation, to mtadfurfut:nruﬂmni’trut,mﬁmﬂ
State, county, or municipal, or whatever constitutes an effec-
mlpﬂrﬂuipﬂtmmthimihngﬂfthlllﬂmﬂmthlguﬂ*

S T e -{aﬁ‘m il ,.u‘J"‘" ST
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eral affairs of the government. The political as well as civil
rights of the colored and white are placed upon the same
plane in this State, by the 28th section of article 16 of the
constitution of Florida, which says, that « there shall be no
civil or politics] distinction in State on account of race,
color, or previous condition of servitu's, and the

shall have no power to prohibit, by law, any class of persons
on account of race, color, or previous coudition of servitude,
tnlwh m-'hnld any office beyond the conditions of this con-
stitation.’

At this juncture let us discuss the question of disfranchise-
- ment of citizens by convictions for petit larceny in courts of
justices of the The latter clause of the 2d section of
article 14 of the constitution of Florida says, that“ no
son convicted ef felony shall be qualified to vote at any elec-
tion, unless reatored to civil rights.”

This is the fundamental criterion for determining who shall
be disqualified for exercising the right of suffrage on account
of crime. The inteution of the framers of the counstitution is
one of the main guide-posts to the proper in -
tion of coustitutional law ; and tuis clause pluinly indicates
that the intention of the framers of the constitution was
that no citizen of this State shall be debarred from voting
om account of crime, em:.itbaforthummhﬂnn uf some
offense whose gravity it a felony. Inorder to more
f“il‘I{ um}amﬂ this limitation, the question arises, What is
a felony

McClellan’s Digest of the Lawsof Florida, page 348, section
B ll];l :;I:“ E‘“ any or{mn P“leog du&th urngpg:n-
ment in the Btate tentinry is a yand no rerime
Mlh-ummmnd.ﬂ other offense is a misde
mnt?lr." mhn l agiait' mi:]:! 11:; of the State dnomﬂh.ﬁnl.inn,
says that “ t ture ve power, and & enuct
the neceasary laws to exclude from every office of trust or
pluﬂtL:rd trom the right of suffrage reons convicted
of bribary, petjiry, larceny or infamous e " All these
offenses under the laws of Floride are felonies, punishable
by imprisonment in the State penitentiary, and a fortiori
confirms the interpretation, which maintains that fulonies
arc the only offenses that are cont by the constitu-
tion, to work a forfeitore of citi p to the extent of de-
barring & citizen of the right to vote.

The constitation of gave the legislature the power
to establish courts of justices of the peace, and also gave it

-, o
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the power to de regulations for the trial of cases of
petit larceny without indictment by the d jury. These
courts were established in 1875, with civil jurisdiction in
cuses involving an amount not exceeding one hundred dol-
lars, A few years later they were given criminal jurisdie-
tion in cases of larceny where the amount involved does not
exceed hran? doliars. But this does not uh;:fa the 1 |
rule making felony the lowest erime that will forfeit the right

! of suffrage, in the least, and for the reason that a felony is

| punishable by confinement in the penitentiary of the Btate

. and justices of the peace cannot sentence persons con

| of petit larcenies to any such confinement; their highest

- unishment under the law being imprisonment in the connty
juil for not longer than three months, Hence this establishes
the fact beyond question, that the petit larceny which by
law comes within the trial jorisdiction of justices of the
Seu:eiu not felony under the constitution and ‘laws of this

tate; nor esn it be mude so except by a change in the law

defining & felony, or by constitutional amendment, and there-
fore no citizen that is convicted of petit larceny by justices
of the peace can be legully prohibited from voting, the same
as any other citizen in the of Florida.

The constraction placed h{ the officers of the law upon
the statate giving justices of the peace trial jurisdiction in
cases of petit larceny, whereby it 18 held that persons con-
victed by them for such offenses are disqualified for the right

d ot suffrage, and which has been allowed to go un A
L the goverument, is unjust, illegal, and pernicious. These
I conrts conviet persons on unfair and tramped-up charges,
r and are thus made enginu of public mischief. This comes
within the meaning of a public grievance to the extent that
it is a failare of the government to redress a public wrong
that resnlts from the illegal practices of the oflicers of the
law, who are amenable to the State for the proper discharge

of their public duties.

We should take steps to secure the passage of a law by the
next legislature, setting forth the proper comstruction that .
should be pl upon that statute, showing that under the
conatitution and laws of Florida no person convicted of petit
larceny by justices of the peace can be prohibited from voting.

The laws of this State provide that every registercd voter
shall be liable to be drawn for jury service, and since we
form an important part of the registered voters, there i8 no
reason why we should be persistently passed by and diserimi

-
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nated against in the selection of persons to serve on jury.
Therefore we demand as our just due equal rights in the
Jjury-box.

PUBLIC OPINION.

Pablic opinion is that which indicates the prevailing
tenor of popular fuli:;_g apon any public matter. In other
than popular forms o Evarnmant it may directly oppose
nny existing course of administering the affairs of ; or
it may vigorously favor the redress of some ]Euhiiu wron,
and yet he powerless in either case to accomplish the desi
end.” But in a country like ours, whose Government is by
the people and for the people, public opinion is the forerun-
ner of all great reforms and improvements in the public af-
fairs of men; and it is also the subsequent moral force that
Farg:ultu those reforms, It is a power that asserls itself
n government and frowns down crime and violence,
and enforces peaceable obedience to law; and an acquies-
cence in the radical changes that are made for the better in
civil society. Then after all nwul:;rl;.glilllﬂunhuhmn
effected, what we need is a strong, i mdp«T;tdra

blic sentiment among all classes in this State. that will
avor the sound policy of securi citizen, -
leas of color, an Ot} chance in 8 e for life, em-
bracing fair play in every sphere of life, civil or political.
Prejudice between any classes of citizens in a Btate tends di-
rectly to the subversion of the best interests of all. Hence,
the prejudice that has been allowed to grow among some of
our people against the whites, on account of past
treatment, is nevertheless unwise and impolitic; and should
be discouraged by our ministers, orators and public press.
The Florida News has taken a noble stand on this point, and
other journals should do likewise. The prejudice that has
long existed among a majority of the w ites of this State
against us, and for no fault of ours, is equally as unwise and
impolitie; and their newspapers, ministers, orators, and such
means by which public eentiment is moulded should also
lnbor to suppress that hostile feeling; so that we can reach
that plane npon which we ean realize that a mutual, friendly
relation exists between the two races.

PROPOBITIONE.
From the ﬁdﬂ derive the followin tions or
doties: (1) We engage mm%m n business en-
terprises, encourage industry, and acquire more real estate and
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personal property. (2) Laborto promote the eause of religion
and temperance. [&] Becure better educational facilities to

meet the demand for the removal of the illiteracy that exists

amongus  (4) Obtain the enactment of a law to enfrunchise

our unfortunate fellow-citizens, who are denied the right of
i suffrage for uncoustitutional and illegal reasons. (5) re
- the appointment of officers of the law that will not discrim-
inate against us, to defeat oar equal rights in the jury-box.
(6) [neist npon having our just rights in all civil capacities.
And (7) Labor to bring about and encourag:: a liberal publie
! sentiment between the races, ns a guarantee of that which
| law is powerless to secure.

i POLITIOAL FPARTIER AND POLICIES.

The conservation of public interests and the advancement
of the great eunds of civil government ars the causes that
lead to the formation of political parties; and no organiza-
tion can maintain its character us a E-!itluul party whose pri-
mal purpose does not contemplate the public advan of
the people. Certain moral traths, whose practical enforce-
ment is shown by wisdom, experience, and sound judgment,
to be best promotive of these great ends, make up the prin-

' ciples of parties; and the course of action that is adopted as
the method to obtain these ends, by the enforcement of th se

truths, constitutes the policy of a . The genins and
dmlq:.?f politicul organizations ure such that a party is
politieal instrament, und the ]I)ilht'm is the thing to be
effected by that insirament. Hence the welfure of the con-

I stituency is superior to the party itself, and the policy of the

should always be subordinate to, wid shaped and swayed
iy, the beat welfure of that constituency. No man should
be the slave of m?: party; for men make parties ; parties do
not make men, The n&rﬁ, when, in the course of public
affnirs, it is found that the greatest good to the greatest
number cannot be conserved by a particular policy, prudent
political management dictates the propriety of adopting
another; or, if it be found that a pnrncufu.r litical organi-
zation, party or instrument cannot serve the desired purpose
the ral welfare of the people demands the formation of’
another.

We huve mentioned some of the important advantages
thaut we need, and which we do not fully enjoy, and some of
the public grievances which we desire to be redressed. Now,
the guestion ariscs, what policy must we pursue to achieve
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these ends? Near eight years of bourbon rule in this State
shows that the Democratic party is inimical in many respects
to the general improvement of the 126,000 of colored popula-
tion in the Btate, and for this reason, while we are grateful
for the facilities that have been furnished to us, yet bourbon
Democracy should be overthrown. Again, as far as Btate
matters are concerned, the Republican party of Florida has
been made powerless to influence the inistration of State
affairs, 80 as to secure to this large class of le that fall
protection in the exercise of certain civil and political rights,
and the equal and impartial participation in the public
momihi]iﬁu to which they are entitled as a part of the
y politic, and that by means well known to us all. Henee,
ilgai' ain that d:im 'rhu need nnbtua:pent m;ﬂ;.ilng ofaﬂhuurhun
mocracy, and since B’ﬁ can party ess to
better un{mnditiuu, under t nt state ull!’o“ we
must take a different course. The local and general w
of well-nigh half the population of this Btate requires that
we adopt some wise policy on Btate matters, ditfering from
that which we have pursued heretofore. ,
The indorsement of the ]nda‘ﬁndﬂnt movement in Btate
politics, presents itself to us as ¢ pdt? which will secureto
us the desired ends, and we as men and voters should unite
with this movement and give it a faithful trial, if the circum-
stances existing at the proper time warrant it.
We submit the foregoing fucts and premises to the calm
and impartial consideration of those whom we represent in
this Conference, and to the people at large of the State of




