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The “lalstry of Justliece of austrie bas reguested
through the Depsrtment of Htate of the United “tates
of ameries tast I furpnish & swors affidavit =ith refer-
enoe to information wileh 1 have soneerning tine perscn~
8lity and aotuatice Of Cuido Jeobhmidt during ti.¢ pericd
thst I krew him, this leforumstion in the affidavit te
be used Ilr a penal eourt in Vienna before whieh Gulds
ehzldt ls ¢ be tried for hlah treasoun,

1 am not in e position tu furnleh a docounented
afridavit und to reeite specifie fsots sdeguetely
dooumsnted, In this evnmeotion, I must state Lhst it
hes not been my practiee to salntais e jerscnal dlery
nor has it been my practiee o retain Lln ay yers.nsl
possession coplee of offielsl rescris and despatohes
witle: I have addreseed Lo ny Goverpaosnt at the various
posts where I Luve served ny dovernsent is forelgn
scuntries, It has Beun wuy rectlee Lo keep oy Joversns
ment fully informed in desputohes and informe!l léelvers
@n sll phases of interest to my Covernment on develup-
uwents in the ecuntries in whileh I Lheve served. Durlse
the periocd I served lo ~ustris, from the &pri 1934
until the apring oF 1937, I 80 kept ay Governmest
informed, snd the despstehes und letiere «re on reeord
ir the Depurtaent of  tabe of the Upited  gutes ip

sdhlngtone In view of tue faot that I wnew Sulde
Jehnidt well und had eonsiderebls ¢octeot witn hls
duriag tue three years thsl | wes i Vienns, above
sextioned, I would not be wble t¢ make a dogumepnted
affidevit sithout sareful exsalpatiocn of the voluminous
files in the Depurtsest of tate in ashington, whieh
upder Lie elroumstantes of ay present dubty i# ifmjpcasible,

Yy mesory, aowever, snd peartioulaprly because of Lhe
importance of developing events in iustris at that tise,

is clear =sith respect to salisnt facts ounserning su

ch
dovelopments, and | will in tule «ffidavit recita sueh
pertineat faots and express suei cbservetions wsuleh I
drew fro= them st the tize as is osalible under the
above~sentioned e¢lrcumastances,

I nereby certify under oath to iLie eorreotpsss
of (e Taets snd ¢ircumptances beiow recited,

In the




In the early part of 1934, I was pamed #1&&0@0’
to Austria, while serving as Consul General ir Berlin.
I procesded %o iustris ir the spring of 1934 snd sssumed
my duties as Minleter to sustris., Une of the Lirst
pecple with whom I hsd euntaet was Guide “ehmide, The
setual eapaeliy ln whieh he was serving, I am not able
t¢ state withoutl reference to docusments pot aveilable
to me, bubt Lhe elreumstences of ay contaetl with hls

howed Shat he was s offielal of the sustrian Govers-
ment ¢losely alisched to thea Fresident Miklas and the
then Chamoeilor of iuvsetria Dollfuse and was perforalang
raimtivnay faportant fupotions in the Forelgs Uf7ice,
fle spoke Unglish very well, liis wife was s pleasant
woman, They showed gre:zt friendliness to =& und ay
wife. From the very outeset, there was & friendly and
apparently uutual sympathetie conteet,

Sy own views with regard to tae developments in
Geraapy under the Wational Soelslist regime, my own
views with regard to the snetivities and at*zauéts and
shlectives of tie leanders of the Wationsl ‘oselalist
movenent in Sermeny, snd my opinion &8s to the dangers
whieh Heutlonal Scelallem in Oernany and its leaders
had for the independenes sad ifategrity of smaller
Ztates and of the threat to the pesde of the world
wore well known, I meake meantion of tuls Llen this &ifl-
davit 5 tLhs Teet that 1z eurversstios «1t: Gulde
‘ehaidt 1t appesred thsi these views were also held
by him. I Lad for him & certain reapeet snd talked
to hlm in eonfidence. I enphasisze this in tils alfi-
davit a3 I had & grest desl of ¢ontaet with hiw during
ny stay in Austris and eunsidered him a patriotie and
underatendling - ustPian and considered als loyal to
President Wiklss, Chepoellor Dellfuss and others is
the Guvergpaent whom he w»&s serviasg sod whose eovnfidence
he had and who weare ac thoroughly understasndlog of the
dangers Lo Auatrian soverelignty fros Hetlonsl Joelslist
Germany aad its leaders.

My ovntaet with Uulde ‘ehmidt, because of the
nsture of his position in the Austriss Gouvermmest, was
close ana he was frequently s weleome guest in Lhe
United itates Legetiom ln Vienas, sad my «ife and I
wWere, on several cecasions, tie guests of Gulde iehmide
and ale wife irn thelsr home, I nake mention ol tale for
Af I bad sot had ecnfidente iln ule attitude ms & patrictie
Auvstrisr snd ss & man of acund ideas, thers wuuld not
heve been thia personal eonteset,

“hen Frens von Japen arrvived ir Vienns as iisister
of Nationsl loelallst Lermany, I koew rom tihe sonbtaet
whieh I hed hed with Ouldo “ohmldt sbove desoribed tust
he was fully familisr with the history of the sotivities
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of Frens von ‘apes durlag the first "orld "ar ama of

nis sotivities during the period between Lhe end of

the Clirst “orld "ar and the coming iluto power of the
Batlional Soelalist regime in Germany. I knew he wsas
fasilier with the faet that ¥Frams von “apen hud become

an instrusent of the Wationul ‘celalist reglue in GCermany
snd of the purposes for whileh he had been sent Yo Austria
ue ¥inister. I reecsil a number of copversstions, the
tiwe and plece of wizleh 1 oanpot, ol eourse, syeeify,
Guring the cuurse of wileh, sifter the arrival of Ffrans
vorn Fapen in Vienna as MNislster, thst Gulido Jehmldt
eipressed tse opinlon that Frans von “epen wes in

Avsbtris for tae speeifle puryoase of underalaing the
Austriar Goversment sund briasglasg about Lte subjlugetion

to and ineorporstion with Wetlonal Juelalist Geramsny,.

After the assassiration of Chantellor Dollluse
through tne well~known and historiesl “rutsou* in
Vienpe snd Chanoslior iechusehbnlgg suceceeding hizm, the
position of uldo ‘chmidt irn the Austriss Joverament
becane more lepurtant because of tie cunflidence whieh
Chaneellor Johusehnlgg bad in him, conslderiaz hiam
pot only = espuble ¢iffieisl but one thoroughly under-
standing of the situstions with whiloh tne aAustrianm
Goverpment had to deal, Jie became & ¢lose adviser
of Chaneellor Jehusebalgg.

hen Baron Berger- aldenesg, who had been Uinigter
of Yorelgn Affsirs, was sent to Italy sz Austrian Uinister
L0 that country, iehaldt assumed tie dlrsetion of the
Einistry of VForelgp Affalirs. Baron Serger- uldene;g
was e good austrlen, patriotie and fully understanding
O the Sdangers whloh threatened suatris's L dependence
fron lgrmany, snd Be had earried through ss inlater
of Forelgn Affaelrs a firm and dilgnified and patriotie
\astrian peliey,

Ir another afridavit whieh I have prepared in
eonnection wits the Rureabsrg trials and whieh is
svallable there, I have given informatlioern voccerning
the sotivities of Frana von lapen in Austrla during
ny peried of duty in Vienpa, I have stated upnder vath
that ¥ranz von Fapen in eunversation ir the Jeraan
Legation in Vienna made it olear to me tiet 1t was
aier purgose to undersine tis hAustrisd Joverpment and
to bring about the lategration ol sustrie with Germany
and aleo to sccomplish the ssme snd »iih respeet to
cther iHtates In Southeastern iwrope, In that ¢on~
versation Pramz voa dpen made it clear that ue
intended to galn the sympathy and support of varicus
individuales of flaportanmee in sustris to brirg about
this end,

I left Auatria in the spriag of 1937 haviag been
sppointed an Assistant ueeretury uf ltate in the

veartaent
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Depaptisent of Stete 1z veshingbup, Jurlag tie four oF
five zuptie preseding my departure Ifros Viesna la 1937 «
that La durlsg ths first =months of thaet yeay -~ I began
to get infursation fros tus sost relisble suvurees thiat
Guide Jebmidt had eonteet nwa; Frans ven ‘apes of a
rersvani caﬁraet.r, wnd solde from thst x:i&% he neges~
lmrily had with him as ap offleer of the Austrise Governe
ments 1 had reollable Iinfornmation that Frasg ven . apen,
avalling blasell of ties well-EKnown subitions of Guide
Sdohmids, had seleeted him 58 one ol the Lo#truments Le
wouid use to undermine tie suthority of tae Lustriean
Boverament withkin tue eouatry Lteelfl. hen these
reports Sirst came Lo me from ihe must respomsibie
and informed scurees, 1t was dirffleuls lor ne o
believe them, and I did nol s% Cirat belleve tihem
beenuse ol bgt ouniidenes ahieh 1 Aud aad in
sohmidt and Lthe bellef siieh I fas il had in his patyiot-
fe, and in ols understanding of Lihe dungers w=:leh
threatened hls ecuntry., 1 inew Lhat he was ambliticus,
bat . eunaidered tihls za a natural talme in en Intelll-
pent poung man wio sished to nake his way in Lue serviee
:’4 .3"5 ~,,'0'* l‘!’ a*ﬁ't.

Tale inforasction, however, whie: I redelved froa
these rellsble = urees to tis effedd Lhat Uulde oonnaldt
hed beeose an .:strument ol vea spen was reinforoed by
attitudes and astivities of Guide _ehmidt whigh I ewuld
ayself dlreetly absmrv&. aring She first awai‘i ar
1937, therefore, =y perscasl contsed = lth ~g’3ﬁ ‘14%
becaxe lese as [ me long ¢ould glve hia =y
bat I wes not oo 19&@&) cunvineed up
de surters froa Vieasas [or aahlingbon e W 53
1937 that _ohmidt .i'i’zr:t‘i aobuslly turaed rmwr A
Austrian Jovernazent and was a@bually plotilng for &
integration of x”K&rls inte Tational tcelallet Sarmanye

“hen 1 sssumed my duties in "ashlqgbon in a‘. Latle

ring of 1937, in the very nutupre of my dutiea in the
Departasat of State, I ecatlmued to save ¢lose conteet
with developments i ‘ustrle s0d so far zo Lie pard
whics Gulde Sehmidt ;‘aywd after ihe s;pving of iyi?.
there le no doubt, lor the uilstoriecl reoord is Lnere
to saow It, There (g no doubb that ln toe latlter
months of 193¢ wnd in tie Lirst acpths of 1937, Sulde
onmidt beesme & periy Yo the pleaes of Frans von Papen,
thae Usrman Uipister in Vienna, t¢ underzine Uihanoellor
Senusebnligg and resldeny Hilklse snd tae Lustylian
Goyernment snd Lo oring about Lts Llseorporation inte
Wationel doelslist Cerwany, under iVie gi@ﬁiﬁi wiieh
Frang vorn rapen sade o hla on behiall of tue Wational
aoelallist pegine in Gerasny that <ehnldt sould beoune
8 very lapoertast perscs in Auetria aws well as ls the
strusbare of the “grester” Wetlomsl celallst Sersany
iz Zurepe.
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Gpeeifie juestions nave been put $o se fop reply
in thies afiidavit being se Tollows:

1} The peraconality of Gu.do Johmidt and als
sttitude tosurds Gersany and Matlopal Joeliaiism,

Tule hes been snawered in thls alfldevit, I
belisve thast sles attitude durlng 1934 and 1935 and the
firet part of 1936 was definlte opposition %o National
iselalist Germany wnd Hationsl Seelsliem, Jut of shesr
opportunlem and the desire for persosal power ssd posie
tion the historiesl record will siow thet e bDecane
towapyds the end of 1930 and thersalter an lnsbrusent
for the undermining 97 the¢ heoads of the Lustyian Jtale
and the iptegratiom of iLustrias ilnte Jersaay.

&) The personsl asbitions of ehmids,

The pereceal subitions of ‘eamldt st Lue
outeet were Lhose of & young and Latellligest nmun, but
Later, under tise ;raxiala of Franz von rFapeg and Lirough
kis of the Watlonal Scelsllst rﬂﬁ*ao, he was willing te
beoums an instrusent @; that regine ip order o beoone
Jorelge ¥inleter is Lis eountry and t;rkgﬁg & une of
the leptrusments of dellwerlipg 1t and Lls superiors %o
Mutlonsl Soelallst Ceraaay,.

Ji Qollusion =itk Ceraar personsliities,

i had asecurate w’d ¢ ‘sﬁwi&éaﬁ ﬁaf ore

i Left :ustrle in the sprin *?j; that Ouldo fehaldt
#58 Bavisg this perscnal eon : with Frema won Fapen
snd all tihe indlestioms whieh I aasd fro ¥y persosal
obssrvations and deslings with Ouldc ehmid i Tron
the =ost relliadle @ aforaed 33&?@&3, seened Lo prove
that L@ Dad Decuae wn [nsbrament of GRE ¥Yon akﬁn

and threuzh hilm of %**ﬁ&nmg f@iwliat GB8rnany vests
closely fullﬁﬁlﬁ By departere frac Viennu in 1937 sad
whier are nlﬁtmriea& regsord  rove thatl Lals was fo,

b} Tart played By Frass von fapes In tos peried
preceding the aszerstiocn of .ustria,

This has been covered Lin alfidavits I huve
sude in evnneetion with the Hupreaberg trisle and whieh
are avellable. There i ao doudbl from ay perscaal
pbservetions, from &y euniaet with Frusg vom “apen, and
from sy cunversstions with Frams von Jepen, tLhat
bis mission Is Lustrias had for Lis primary surpose
the destruotionm of  ustrlaa isdependente und its
istegration iatc Watlionmel Scelslist Geraaay.

5} cusstlion whether Guldc ‘ohnidts provided
re;resentstives of westers jowers wit: aurilaxaat

inforsstion




ioformation relating %o events laside .cetria as
well us Sc measures Laken by Cerasay agelinst, ased
denands made by her upon Austria.

Almost until the very eand of sy stay, OGulde

sohmidt neintalned toe spresranees of an sustrian

yaﬁriua definitely oppumed %o Wational ‘velallist Cermany
and 1tz objlectives sgalinst Austria., It was qulte 0be
viaus. hoswgver, tc =8, ss I reoall 1% was 50 other Chiefe
of lsslon iz Vienne, that 1z the Cirst wonths ef 1937,
ﬁﬂiév ‘ehmidy was playing e double reles Uz tis one hoend,
he wss msintalalng openly witi me asnd other Chiefs of
Hiselon an sttitude of eomplete 2ppoalition ¢ the Obe
Jectives of Matlomal Soelallist Germsny, and =% Lhe sane
%iﬁ! was conniving with Franz vor Uapen ond Wetlional
Soeiulist chiefs ir Jerzany for ties destruetion of the
aavnrulgn%y ef als oountry.

G}
held of ;@hmiat.

¥y sssoclates in the United Otates Legstion in
Yienna were of tae Myinian. mri %Vﬁu Bore atrkﬁ iy thon
I, in the months | that
Guldo Lehaldt was uagu@aﬁienably alreaéj nnnn kiatﬁiag
with Mational eeialist Uersmesay for thie overturow of
hlis esuntry, The responsible sad secredlted imerieun
sorresyondents in Vierna were all o7 tist opinion.

7} Reauscss, if known b0 me, why Yre, Roosevelt,
the mother of ths late ,resildent Hoosevell, whlle
visiting Adatria in 1937 refused to zeet Julde ‘ehmlids,

' The visit of irs. Rogsevelt, the mother of the
-lste pesident Roosevell, Lo Auatria took plece after ay
dojarture, and I ma 20t in & positica teo say eitaﬁariam¢;y
why she may heve refused to smeet Gulde Geomlds,
asna&gtianﬂi hﬁﬂt‘ﬁr. mey, < bﬁi.eﬁ&,vaa drawnp with o=

ty

plete seeur Ome 1ls that tae late :resident fcosevelt
wae fully A&&illﬁf,%i%ﬁ the astivities of Oulde ‘ekmidt
from tie information whieh had been passed o2 %o him
through By regorts and letters and the reporss of ay
suteeseor In Vienna, 4 seoond sssusmpilom whien msy be
sede with seourity i: thet thowe 1n eharge of tue Unlited-
Jtutes Legation in Vienna must have glven Mra, Booesvelt
the best svallasble i~formetion theyr haed oungers ing tLhe
ander-cover activities «f Culde feimidt directed s alnst
the lndependence of his ecuntiry.

subseribed end sworn %o
bafore me, Oeorge . lesse:smithe

In ReAles, b, Fe, LOX100
this day of april, 1946

— A



http://praoa4i.au

