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Interview with Mr. Anthony A. Covelli, 1615 Chestnut Street, Yilmington, Dela-
ware, April 25, 1969, by Francis J. fierro. Mr. Covelli is an Italian immigrant.

C)

This is an interview with Mr. Anthony Covelli, 1615 Chestnut Street, in
Wilmington, Delaware. Mr. Covelli, where were you born?

Ttaly. -
In Italy,. Wheie in Italy where you born?

North Italy, you know. Abruzzi.

In north italy? In Abruzzi. What part of Abruzzi?

Well, we were a little close to the Adriatic Sea, town it was named
Castel'alto.

Castel'alto. Tet me see if T can spell this--C-a-s-t-e-1, with an apostrophe,
a-1-t-07%

Yeah.
That's how you spell it? 0.X.

Sse, castel is a little town on top of the hill, alto mean high, that's
vhat it is,

In other words, high castle.

High castle, that's it. And then we never seemed like part of the town,
see, closer than any town, but we live outside of town.

In other words, you lived on the outskirts of town, you didn't live right
in the middle of town.

¥o, no, no, no., B3ee, like Wilmington, we live in the suburbs, we had a
farm.

Uh huh., In other words, you lived on a farm right outside of town. Well,
was your house right on the farm that you worked?

Yeah. T come over to this country because we done good on the farm, ve

work hard, but we make good living, you know. Then sometime the dry weather,
same like the farms in this country, mayte too--mayte scmetime too much
rain, anything like that, you know, destroyed everything.

In other words, too much rain or not enough rain, the storms . .

Yeah, the storm . . . destroyed everything. Sometime mayte the crop would
come £ood like that, no? We'd raise a lot of stuff like that, you know.
Ye make good living, we had everything. Ve sell the stuff, Nobody had to

tuy, we sell it. Ve had enough for the family--I had a--we was nine children
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and a father and motner in my house.

There were nine children in your family.

Yeah. I'm the second btoy. My mother had nine children.
I see, Vhat year were you born?

1895,

In 18957

Yes, on January the 19th.

Tell me, your father, then, was a farmer in Italy.
Yes.

That's it, and of course you worked on the farm, you were the second child,
and .

Oh yeah, sure, well, I was a boy, you know-~I was 16 years old when I came
to this country. I'd do it again.

Did you go to school in Ttaly at all?
No.
You didn't go to school at all?

I don't go to school at all. I don't know what school look like, none of
'en over there. The people--you know what I mean, the people, thenm days,
the people who lived close and inside the town, you're going to school.
ot forced to, they want to go. But on a farm, everybody got a lot of
work on the farm and they know that I was a boy btut we'd do light jobs te
help the father, see. That's the reason I didn't have no school at all.
And when I came to this country, I was the age of 16 or 17, I go to night
school over here, I learn a little bit, you know, we do--I do what I can,
see. Then 1022 I become naturalized.

Well, tell me, why did you come to the United States?
Well, I come to the United States to make better home, a better living.

Did you come by yourself?

I had my cousin's husband, I had to come with him because I'm underage,
see. Then I had a cousin, first cousin, in New Castle--he's supposed to
keep me for five years.

In other words, he signed an agreement saying that he would keep you for
five years.

Yeah, T didn't have no job because I was young and like that. [Inaudible]
. . . you canft buy a job in those days.
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But whatever made you think about coming to the United States?

Oh, you know, I was of age everybody started coming to this country, you
know . . .

Oh, in other words, everytody in the town where you were living was coming

to the United States.
Yeah, a lot of people started coming. -
And you thought you'd come too.

And then they was talking about the war . . . the First VWorld ¥ar, you know.
My brother agreed to go you know [inaudible] . . « I escape that war. And
then trouble again, so that's the reason I come to this country.

¥ell, tell me, how did you leave Abruzzi to come to the United States? Did
you have to go someplace to catch a train first then go to a port somewhere?

No, we had a train clcse to us.
You had a train real close?

Yeah, he come from Haples. We catch a boat in Haples. I leave at night,
about 4:00, I get to Naples--we traveled all night, it's about a couple of
hundred miles, and we get to Naples I say atout 4:00 in the norning. About
two days in Naples, then get everything and iike that, you know, clothes
and name and like that, you know, and next day we get the boat to this
country.

I see. low, do you remember the name of the ship?
Alcona.

£y

Alcona? A-l-c-o-n-a? Is that an Italian ship?

~3

hat's an Italian ship. The one the Austrians sunk in the World Yar.
It was sunk during the First World War bty Austrians. Uh huh. When you
came to the United States aboard this ship, were there mostly Italian
people on it?

Yell, there was some people like maybe--what's the name--Spanish, Portuguese,
[inaudible], there was a few of ‘em. Lot of Italian.

Did the ship come straight to the United States or did it step anywhere?
Ho, just first stop in MNew York.

It didn't stop over, didn't stop in Gibraltar or anyplace?

o, no.

It came straight from Naples right straight to lew York,

0]
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To New York. It take us 11 days to get to New York. And then we stay one
day in New York and then we left New York, we come to Pennsylvania, in
Philadelphia.

Tell me, what were the conditions aboard ship like?

Oh, they was good.

The conditions were good? -

Ch, yeah, it was a brand-new ship. I think the ship was about five or six
years old, it was.a brand-new ship.

And then--good food?
Ch, yeah.
Did they have you in cabins?

It wasn't like now--we gotta get a dish like that, we gotta eat ourself in
inaudible] you know,

Oh, in other words, you stayed in one big room, like a lot of men were in

there. And when it was time to go to dinner, one man would go and get the
potful for about five or six other people and you shared it?

ah

Yeah, there was a big line. DSometime you gotta wait abtcut a half hour to
get to that.

Uh huh. RBut still the food was pretty good.
Ch, yeah, the food was good. No like today, you know.

Tell me, how were you met in HNew York? “hen the ship pulled into MNew York,
what happened to you?

That surprised me. You know I was surprised when I saw--the first time I
saw colored people, New York., On top of the ship . . ., we stayed all day
in there . . .

You stayed all day atoard ship.

On top of the ship, and we saw the colored people down on [inaudible] .
and boy, I was scared, myself., That's the first time I saw ‘en.

You had never seen any colored people.
I'd never seen any--never saw 'em.
That's the first time you'd ever seen then.

No. T heard there was a colored man over in this country, but I never see
any.
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You never saw any. That was the first time you'd ever seen any, then. Uhat
else happened in New York when you landed in New York?

Yell, New York was just--they don't ask nothing of us, just take 21l the
stuff that get off at New York, all ths pecple in New York, ard [inaudible]

_they come to Philadelphia.

Oh, in other words, you stayed aboard ship and the ship went to Philadelphia,
Yeah the same ship, we stayed right on top of the shié; yeah.

Ch, you stayed on the ship and the ship went--oh, I see.

See, the people that come to New York, they get off in New Yoxrk. The

people coming to Pennsylvania or part of Delaware over here, Maryland, they
come over here.

Yes, you came to Philadelphia. O0.K., when you landed in Philadelphia, did
you have any of your friends or your relatives meet you?

Oh, yeah, my cousin come to see me,
Your cousin came there to pick you up.
Oh, yezh, sure, right in the gate.

Un huh. Did you have any trouble leaving the port, geing through customs or
anything?

No, no, no.

Now, when you met your cousin, where did your cousin live?

He was living in New Castle.

He lived in New Castle. Did you come down to New Castle with hin?
Yeah, I stayed with him--oh, pretty near five, six year or more.
Yas he married?

Oh, yeah, yeah, had children.

He was married and had children., Tell me, when you firsi got here, you say
you were 17 years old. Vere you able to find a Job right away?

No, no. See, I get here about the 11th of October. Then the first job I
find~-a fellow here--then there was nothing, 191l4-~-and some friend of mine
was working the railroad and they had a lot of tig gang--he had over 100
men there, what was called a [sounds like "Fortner" . gang . .

A what king?

¥ortner [?] gang, be a lot of people, you know, big gang, you know.

oY
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A Tortner gang?

Yeah, Tortner gang. They came over and worked the train, you know, worked
in a lot of different place like that.

Oh, you were in one of these gangs.

Yeah, just for a while. Then one other toss, one friend of mine, he was a
boss in there, and he told the big toss, he says, "I got a friend of mine,

a neighbor . . . we want to get him a Jjob." '"How old is he?" 'Well, 17,
18 [inauditle |." Then he says, "I don't know. That's a heavy job for a
toy like that. We can't find a job like that--give him a jobt as a water
toy." So I work at a job like that--I don't know, not quite year, I guess.

You were a water boy there for about a year with this Fortiner gang.

Yeah [inaudible] . . . they were laying off a lot of pecple, they laid off
me, too. Then he called me again. Off and on like that, you know what I
mean. You no have no steady job in them days.

How was it when you did work there, did they treat you all right?

Ch yeah, sure.

In this gang, were they mostly all Ttalians?

Ttalians, any kind . . . the parts of town . . . Burope, you know--3Sicily,
Calatrise [sp |, Vaples, Abruzzi . .

But they were all Italians.

Oh yeah, in those days, all of ‘em. Sure.

© Oh, then you didn't have anytody tut Ttalians on the gang.

That's all. RBecause he got them from places like that, they can't talk
Znglish like that, you know. So that's the reazson we iry to get a jot on
that. And then another thing, too. Ve can't get in the plant a good Jjobt
like that, you know, 'cause we were Italian like that, you know, and they--
the Itallan people they not treated very good.

They didn't treat Italians very good. DYNow, you couldn't get a tetter job.

Yo, couldn't get no ketter job, no., Ue try tc get--I don't blame him in
one way because he can't talk to 'em, like that you know? They try to get
the job, but they ask you to do something like that, you want to get ‘em to
do something, he don't understand what he gonna do. “You lost the time like
that, you know? They was right.

So they couldn't give an Ttalian a good Jjob tecause he didn't speak Englich.

That's right, sure. And little by little [inaudible] . . . and I got different
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jok in 1914, I was back--another boss, maybe he had another different jJob
putting away [inaudible], it was Ttalian boss--that's all you can do them
days. And I worked hard on these jobs about a yeaxr and a half and then he
laid me off. I didn't have no job. Then I had . . .

‘Bxcuse me, I just wanted to ask one other question here. By this time, by

the time you were laid off, had the war already started in Europe?
No, not yet. : .
Oh, the First YWorld War hadn't started? 0.X.

So then some friend of mine who was living in Philadelphia and he was working
on a stone mine,

A stone quarry?

Yeah, uh huh. Then we had--I had a nice job over there. Good money.

You went up to Philadelphia then and went to work with this friend of yours.
Yeah, that's right. They give me nice easy job because I was a boy, like
that, young boy, you know. They give a job with a horse and a2 wagon, car-
rying the stone to different place like that, you know?

Ch, were you driving the horse?

Driving the horse, two-wheel wagon. $1.00 a day, ten hour.

$1.00 a day you were getting there, for ten hours a day. How much did you
get when you worked for the railroad?

13¢ an hour.

132 an hour there for the railroad. That was a ten hour day?
Ur hmn,

How many days a week was it with then?

Oh, we get about 315.00 a week.

But how many days a week did you work?

Ch, for a while there, sometime only about five days, scmetimes three days,
sometimes four days. . . .

When you went to the quarxry, how many days a week did you work there? You
worked ten hours a day . . .

it was a full week over there.
You worked a full week? VYhat, seven days?

Just Saturday~~five days and . . .
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Five and a half days. Did you knock off at 12:00 on Saturdays?

Yeah, that's it.

And you Jjust drove the wagon, carried stuff from one place to another, is
that 1t? Somebody else loaded the wagon, you just carried it, and they
unloaded it.

That's right. TFor $1.00. I was glad to get it at that time, you can't

btuy a job them days. My God, things was tough. And then I stay over

there at that job about a year like that. And then my cousin in New Castle,
he call me back and says, "Come back over to New Castle, I got a tetter job
for you." Better steady job and better money. I was working in a steel
plant with a [inauditle | and like that, you know.

Yhat was that?

In a steel plant.

In a steel plant?

Uh huh.

You were working in a steel plant where, in Pennsylvania?

Ho, New Castle.

In other words, you left the Jjob in Pennsylvania and you came back to New
Castle in the steel plant.

Yeah, my cousin called me back. He was a toss on that jobt,

Ch, he was a boss. Vhat was the name of the steel plant, do you remember?
Raltz.

Baltz? B-a-1-t-27

Yeah, uh huh.

Baltz Steel.

Then they pay about 15¢ an hour.

15¢ an hour. And how many hours a day? 10 hours?

Ch, we work about five days, six days sometine,

But how many hours a day?

Ten hours a day”?

Ch, everybod;
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Everybody worked ten hours a day. 30 you were making whét, about a dollar
and a half a day then.

That's all, that's all,

~For five or six days a veek.

Yell, yeah . . . we make good living. We don't get much, but the stuff was
cheap. ¥ith a dollar, my God, you could buy a lot of-stuff,

Yes, for a dollar you could fill a house with food, couldn't you?

Yeah, sure. The people that wants to work. The people that don't want to
work, sure 1t was hard. 3But [inaudible] . . . since 1913 T teen in this
country, I go different jobs like that or azny kind of a job I can do, I try
to do, when they hHave a slow-down like that, you know, maybe a2 place vhere

I was working laid me off and I go look all around and I try anything %o
earn a dollar, I making a good living, see? Then when the war come in, in

£

1915--akout yeah, in '15--and the jot they pick up like that, you know? I
got the job at Eastern Mallealble [sp?] Iron down here . . .

rastern Malleable Iron?

Yeah, dowm at the Harine Terminal, you know, the Marine Terrinzl. T work
for the gevernmeni down there.

What kind of work were you doing?
I was a core maker.
A coal makexr?

Core maker. lake-~dig the sand like that, you know, make 3 cast in the
center [1naud1b1e7 .

30 you made the center of z cast?

Yeah, [inaudible] . . that's what you call the core mrker. And sometimes
it was day work, some tlmeo it was piecework, but I always make good money.

Yhat was the “iffer rice in your pay hetween just tefore the war started and
during the war? Do you remember?

Oh, before the war it was a little hard . . .

Arout 154 an hour, yeah.

And then it started picking up, little by little, see. ‘amv 1like the Second
¥ar, same as everything. Tnﬂuﬁiylej . . . then there wasn't the amount of
populs tvon like today over in the. Delpware, see.

Yes, well tell me something. Yhen the wzr started in Italy, did you ever
set a call from the Ttalian government to go back to Tt=ly?

Oh yeah, 1 gotta register over here.
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You had to register over here--where, the Italian Imbassy in Philadelphia?

Yes, sir. HNo, in Delaware over here.

In Delaware--what did they have, a consulate here? And you had to register

with the consulate.

They had an Italian consulate and an English one here. Then they told me
I gotta sign there every week, they want to know what-are you going to do,
you want to go back to Europe or do you want to stay in this country, you
want a job in this country. I told 'em, that's the way it is. I said,
"My God, I just get here, I like to stay here.” Well, you gotta register
with the United States--I say, "Sure, I do that.” Then the First World
Yar, I gotta work for the government, that's all.

So you worked for the government.

Tor the government, yezh.

Well, tell me, did you stay with this job at .

Oh, yeah.

During the whole war?

¥hole war.

Well, did the American government every itry to draft you?

Mo, you can't. You know why, because I wasn't American citizen.

You were not an American citizen, so they couldn't draft you.

Y¥o. '22 I become naturalized, you know, after the war. He told me over
there, he says, "I can't draft you and that's all you can do, you gotta
go back to Burope." 32Bul you gotta work for the government, he told nme.

I said, "Sure, why not?” I glad to work for government.

Yhen the war was on, when the--during the First World ¥War, did you hear
anything from your parents, how they were, how your family in Italy was?

Ch yeah, sure. I send ‘em a letter all the tinme.
How was 1ife for them over there at that time?
Ch, it was hard over there.
t was hard for them?
Yeah, you know my first brother told me, he had to serve two yeazr in the
army over there and he was--when they started the war he was already serve

two years anyhow. And then when the war was started up, he had to stay
another four years in the army. He got hurt two tinmes.
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Really? What, was he wounded twice?

Two times, yeah.

Tn other words, he was in the army for six years, then, wasn't he?

Yeah, that's it. When I heard that, my God, I say to myself I was glad

to stay over here. If I came back to Furope, they'd draft me right away.
He told me over here, he said, '"Well if you wanb to--you gotta decide if
you want to go tack or if you want to stay here, one of the two. It don't
make no difference to us, or to Italy either.”™ He say, "You gotta stay
anywhere you want to, but you gotta work for the government." And then he
can't draft me because he [51CJ can't talk fnglish, you know, and I'm not
naturalized--he can't draft me, see. And I was young Llnaudlble] too--
that's when I was about 18.

Well tell me something, how was 1ife here when you first got here, what
was it like?

It was a 1little hard where we were. It was hard--there were girls, they
picked up English like that, you know, and some of the girls would go to
town, would go together like that, they'd have a good time. Tvery week

we would meet one another like that.

Yhere did you go to have a good time?

Ch, we went over to Scoti 3ireet over here and down on the east side., T
used to live on the east side. J was living with some friends of mine.

I see. What were the houses like in those days when you first got here?
Good home.

They were 0.X.7

Yeah, wheré T was living, we had a good hoﬁe .

Put what was the inside of the house like? Certainly it's different than
it is today.

Ch, bare flcor and everything.

Bare floor--not too much furniture, huh?
No convenient at all.

Any electricity in the house?

No, no.

Vo electricity. Plumbing in the house?

Some of them after the war started, they had the money, they put the electric
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in the house. They had gas them days. All through the war they had gas
lights, things like that,

How about plumbting? Any plumbing in the house?

Some of 'em. Some of 'em even had a bathroom, and in others ycu had to go
outside.

Yeah, the bathroom was outside, but how about the kitchen, did they have a
sink in the kitchen?

Yeah, Jjust a little bowl like that.

Just a btowl with water in it.

Yeah, sometimes you had to get the water outside,

How about heating in the house? Did you have any central heating?

Some of them had heaters. Some of then you got the heat from the stove,
In other words, the stove in the kitchen.

That's all.

No heat in the bedrooms.

Um=-umn.

No heat in the bedrooms, huh.

Yeah, it was a tough life. It was pretty tough.

Well, T guesé you were used to it though .

Oh yeah. %Yhen I was in Burope, all day I stay outside all the time. You
know, I was young, like that--I don't mind to bte cold. We put a lot of
clothes on, you know, we don't ever catch cold. Them days was when you
had a lot of snows, too-~cold, colder than today.

It really was colder, you say.

Yeah [inaudible]. . . . I had a good 1life in this country. And I get along
good with the people, I respect everybody, and [inaudible] . « . and I was
dressed good. But that vas work. I do what I can, I was young, you know.
You can't go ocut like that--like a wagon man, you know--and in them days a
sult of clothes was cheap,

How much did it cost you for room and bozard in those days?

Well, just to live in a house, $3.00 a month.

$3.00 a month.
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$3,00 a month, just to wash your clothes and cook for you.

In other words, she washed your clothes, cooked for you and you lived there,
$3,00 a month.

$3.00 a month.

That's pretty cheap.

Them days that poor woman worked like a slave . . .

I imagine it was very tough on a woman, She had to wash clothes by hand
and everything. ‘

T tell you, my mother, she don't went through--mayte went through a little
bit, but [inaudible ] .

She never had to go through that.

¥o, no, no. See, after the war, they started to pick up Fﬁnauﬂlh1e] tut
slow. BPut that poor woman you know, her hustand wasn't making much, she
nake money, I guess--that poor woman worxed sometimes 15 hours . . . and
she started to cook for the men--he had atout five, six men inside the
house. He had her cooking, washing, things like that. She started 5:00

in the morning to about 10:00 at night, that poor woman. [Inaudib*e] Coe e
somez people . . . would give her a dollar . . . what the hell, $2.00 a
month . . . do all that work . . . some people appreciszte it, you know

shat I mean? OCh, the lady--I was in her house--she was the nicest woman.
There was a little friend of mine was right cleose to the rlt°h Wblej—-
but she'd take care like he was her own son. I take [inaudlclcw respect
her 1like my mother. I toarded with her about 10 years

Oh, really? WWell, this is where, in NHew Castle?
Yo, over here, south of ¥ilmington.

In south Wilmington.

Yeah. Then after the war time I had a jot the Eastern Malleable Iron.
Then I find her, she was living right close. I {inaudib7e1 . . . some

friend of mine, you know, andé we know one anothsr. ¥ huskand, he was
toss on the railroad and we got along pretty good.

Tell me, where you lived down there, were there mostly all Iifalians in
that neighborhood?

Yes, it was about 10, 15 families--all mixed, Polish people, German people,
ike that, you know,.

r
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Did you go to church in those days?
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St. Peter's, St. Mary's Church.

St. Peter's and St. Mary's?

That's the closest churches.

Right. St. Mary's is the closest

Arnd she had 9:00 lMass, 9:00 lMass at St. Peter's was just for Italian people.
Yes, Did you ever go to any Mass but the 9:00 Mass at St. Peter's?

Yeah, sure.

Did they allow you to g0 to any other Mass besides the 9:00 lMass?

Sure. Anyplace,

Uh huh. You could go to any Mass you wanted to. But the 9:00 Mass was in
Italian, huh?

Yeah., BSee now, St. Peter was Italian Mass at 9:00, just for Italian people,
tut [inaudiblej you know, same like Europe. And 3t. ¥ary was different, was
American, same like they have now. 3But they no stop you, you could go--same
like 3t. Mary, it was our parish, you see, it was closer.

0.¥. DMNow, did you ever belong to any clubs of any sort when you first cane
o

I belonged to American Legion--not American Legion, Fagles,

The Tagles.. Did you join the Ezgles when you first came to this country?
Yo. After--TI tell you, T don't know, it was 1924 or ‘25,

Yes. Did you ever belong to Sons of Italy or anythirz else?

Sons of Colunmbus, like that?

Yes,

T was tried . . . btut I don't . . . see, the ., . . T don't know, I don't
have no mind because I was going with the Eagles like that, you know, and
see, I never Joined a club like that 1like a lot of people to have a good
time and they'd drink at that club there. [Inaudible] « « « I never drink
much you know--I go once in a while with a friend, but I never did belong.
I see. Now, what changes did you notice right after the First World Yar?
Well, First World War--well, I got merxrried in 1923--no, 1922 I get married.
Then 1923, ‘24 I bought homz on east side. I had a nice little home, you

know, 1t was pretty-near new,

Yere you still working for Eastern Malleable Iron?
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Yeah, T worked there 47 years in that place. I just quit when I retired. I
had a good job over there, all the time. The first time I was working on

a core maker, latorer, I was an electrician, I was--helped the mechanical
machine, you know, fix 1t up, you know. I had a handyman--carpenter shop,
like that, I help once in a while . , ..

‘In other words, you were like gz Jack-of-all-trades, you worked all over the

place.

Yeah. I was pretty handy man, that's the reason I never sorry. [Inaudible]
. . . even I was a paper hanger on Sunday, through the Depression tine.

Really.
Yhen Hoover was--do you remember Hoover?

Yes.

Well, T had a pretty good life in this country nyself. I never been sick,
thanks to God, maybe a cold, you know what I mean, I never had an operation
or anything 1ike that., I Lournt a car~—tbe first car I tought, it was in
1029, a used car like that, you know, I pay very cheap.

What was it, a 1929 model, you say?

Yeah. YNo, I don't know, I think it was a 1015 model. It was--what's the
name--liaxwell.

A Maxwell., Oh, really?

Ch yeah. Oh boy, it make a2 lot of nolse, an old car 1like that, but I never
had any trouble,

Really?
Yeah, it never stopped on ne.

Tell me something. I want *o ask you a couple of other questions here.
that did you do as a young man for entertainment, you know, tefore you got
married?

friend mayte, on a Sunday

Onh, we'd go around like that, you know, with =z
ditle, sounds like "vulche" ] like

or like a Saturday you no work, play [inau
that, you know., . .

%
n
K]
4.

x

Well, where did you use to play vulche E?J?

Like s lot of Ttalizns went over on Scott Streeit over here.

ﬁgh here on Scott Street in Little Italy. You used to play up eround
1

nere

o >U

- s

lostly over here, Yeah. That's what you call your Tittle Ttaly, that's
.

here vie would go =z lot,
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Ch, you used to go there a lot,
Used to te I know all Italian people in the neighborhood right here.

In other words, you walked--everybody spoke Iitallan, everybtody spoke to you.
Tell me something, when you got married, today the custom is everybody goes
on a honeymoon. Did you go on a honeymoon then, too?

‘at in them days. You want to, btut I was trying to go, then my wife, she
H nged her mind. [Inaudible] + » » 1in 1620 she came to this country, after
the war, and she was afraid to travel.

So you didn't go anywhere.

o,

Rut was it the custom for people when they got married then to go on a
honeymoon?

Ch yeah, sure.

KR}

Where did they use to go, for example?

Like they go down to Hew York, you know, FPhiladelphia, maybe, and sometine
mayte you go to Washington like that, you know. And that's all.

And that was it.
You didn't go very Tar, you know, because [inaudible] like today, you know.

Yeah. After you got married, what sort of things did youn do, like a fanily,
did you go on picnics and things like that?

Yeah. Of course the btaby--maybe when it was first a baby, maybe a plenie
sometime. Ve would go through the summer--2randywine Spring, have you ever
heard of that? That's the only park we had in then days.

Uh huh, that was a2 tig park where-~-what did they have, rides and everything
there?

Yeah, yeah, that's all. And then we had another one--what's the name--
where Sears Roebuck is--42 or . . .

Yhere Secars is today.
Yezh, where Sears 1s now, yezgh.

Yhat was that, Shellpot Park, wasn't it? Is that what it was ecalled?

fio

Yezh, that was a2 hell of a big place. Oh yeah, he had [inaudiblew e

Well, tell me something else. You were naturalized in 1922, right? You
3 4+ 4
L

went to night schoel. Did they teach you how to read and write a little
btit there?
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Was it very hard to get your citizenship papers?

No. Just talk and like that--they asked you gquestions and you gotta put
[inahd1b1°7 . you know you can't read it on the paper like that you
know. LInaudlbleW . « + . The judge, he talked to me arout a half nhour.

Did he, he spoke to you about a half hour. -

He wants to know the day I left Europe. [Inaadlble] . . you know, to come
to this country and like that, you know. [Iraudlble] .+ . "Hhy did you come
over here?" And I had to answer what I camez was to make a2 better home, a
better 1iving. That's what T told him. “Good, good.”" And then he asked
about me and then he told a lot of different Constitution things, what's to
know . . .

What, he asked you about the Constituticn, atout the government ... .

Yeah, sure., You hzd to know about what it is and like that, see. Then T
done pretty good. "Oh, that's good." And they give the paper, I went to
the judge, he told me to sign the paper, you know, to become naturalized
like that, you know. He told me, he says, "Mr. Covelli, Anthony Covelli,"”
he says~-he had two flags, one Italian and one American--he says, "That
the Italian flag, ycur old flag, your [Lﬂahdlble] flag; this is a new flag
for you. You got a new one. But don't forget the name cf your old flag,"
or [1npui1b197 respect, anything like that, you know. 0Oh yezh,

Do you remenber the nzame of the judge?
Yo.

But he told you that you should always respect your old flazg and respect
your new flag too.

0Oh yeah., He talked very nice., Really, you know, I was crylng vhen he was
talking like that; I was crying. And the way they talk to you like that,
you know. I was learning to talk English preity good like that, you know,
and now, you know what I mean, that day whe I--[lnaudl%Tej .« . . but the
Jjudge Linﬂhdl 7 . . . because you do the b st, see. 50 years from then
I understand evnr3th1n

P

Were there many pecople who got thelr citizenship paper the zame time you did?

Oh veah. I think 49 people they got their paper that day the same tine I
did. You ever heard of Frs. Burnett? She come from ng Yor k, she was a teacher
for the night school over here for foreign people tecoming naturalized here,

1

h, he used to teach you?

o)

Yeah, she was the head woman,

Oh, it was her, a woman. Irs. Purnett, was it?

Yeah, Mrs. Burnett, vesh. Margaret Purnett uas her name, DShe was a lovely



&

E:»]

ot

WOman.

Now, *tell me somet 1se. Vhen you were working down at this iron--Faster
Malleat¥le Tron Company, were you treated well down there?

5

0 foe

[e e
M
¢
‘_.J

“Oh, veah.

Yere there a lot of Italians who worked there?

Not too many, but there were mostly Polish and Italian down there, a few
colored, that's all, We get along nice.

0.¥X., now, as time went on and you got tetter off yourself, you know, your
standard of living had changed and . . .

Yes., Excuse me, UYhen I was--the Second Yar, the law he come to me, he says,
LIaYS

You're too old for this war, but you gotita work for the government." Sure.

t to ask you something else. When Prohibition sterted, Prohibition came
n after the First Yorld Yar . . .

It was tough.
It was tough, you say? How was it tough? TIn what way was it tough?
¥o work, no . .

o, T don't mean the Depression, rmean Prohitition, you know, when they
- .

closed all the bars and
Yeah, vwhen . . . the Hoover tinpe.

¥ell, this is before Hoover. You know, when they closed the bars, it was
against the law to s=11 liguor.

Yezh, yezh, yeah. I remember, I remember.
How did this affect most of the people you knew?

~

Oh, the people [inaudinle] . . » figured a different way--make his own wine
like that, you know, buy grape, but it had to ferment first.

Yeah, you had to ferment it.

Ch yeah, make wine, yeah, homemade, ¥He make wine just for the family like
that. I think they charge you a dollar for the stamp. And that's &ll, you
can make your own wine Jjust for the family, but you can't sell it.

You couldn®t sell it. Did you know any people who sold it7?

No, T heard, but I never [inaudible] e e e

Tn other words, you got this stamp and nobtody evexr tothered you, is that ii?

VMo, See a lot of people, you know why they sell ‘'em? Tsacause they didn't

n
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have no jobt. He had z family, he had to make a 1little bit of money for a
living, for the children, like that. MNow myself, I was a handyman like that,
you know, I'd do anything--anybody who wanted a little job, even a couple
hour job, he give me anything he wants, tui you can make a quarter, 50¢. I

can buy a quart of milk, loaf of bread, lunch meat for the--I had two children,
see, in the Second Yar. 3Zuit a job, he can't buy no job nowhere.

¥ell, this is when the Depression started. When the Depression started, did
you lose your job at Eastern Malleable Iron? -

Yeah--well, I work about pretty near a year, getiting shorter and shorter al;
the time.

Ch, did they keep cutting btack on your hours?

Yeah, cut me one day mayte one month, maybe two day the next month, like that,
'til the end of the year, I don't have no job at all. He told me, he said,
"Mr. Covelll, T gotta lay you off. . . I got nothing for you to do."

How long did you stay laid off there?
Oh, atout two year and a half.
About two years and a2 half? Vhen did you go back to work?

The end of the election, when Roosevelt . . . 1933,
1933 you went btack to work, During the time that you were not working, how
did you live?

ell, the son he go around and do what he can and ezrn like that you know,
and sometimes I go on a farm and help with the farm like that, meylte they
give me eatand some stuff to take home for the children and like that, you
know. It was pretty tough, you know. But some people they don't want to
do, they don't give a [inaudible] . .+ . they don't make it work. There are
a lot of people, you know, they had a btig family, you know, and some of them,
he'd get disgusted and he'd kill himself, he die himself with the gas, a lot
of ‘sm would Jjump overtoard. Some of ‘'en would te goirg down the railroad,
there come a train, they lay down on top of the rail and kill himself. OCh,
you never heard.

A lot of people, though, did this.

Ch, my God, he didn't want to see his children suffering, didn‘t have anything
to eat.

Yas there anytody that you knew who did this?

Yell some knew friend like that, you know, tut in them days, you know, thai's
a long time. . . . [Inaudible] like that, I don't want to tell you the name.

7ell, now, things started to change for you when Roosevelt came in, right?

tarted to come up, from

[e1 of the ground, he go 211 the way up in the air. Hever btother
e, I had a few dollars

e
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in the bank when T bought the home. T paid 33,000 on that house, nice
home, £3,000. ell, T gove abtout 51,000 cash, and the rest of it the
Colonial RPank over there had the money.

It was Colonial Trust then, right?

Yeah.

Hot it's Colonial HNational PRank,

Yesh. [Inaudible] . . . they take care of that, now. And he sell the
house for me. And when I know I can't pay, I went up there he say, "lr.
Covelli, you don't have to pay no money, but you have to pay the interest,
that's all, The rest of it,” he say, "when you go tack to work, you start
it up again."” And he give ne a good break,

In the early '20s, HMusso

ssolini started coming to power in Italy. What 4id
vou hear about him in this

R
A
is country at that time?

ell, that's all that people are talking about, lMussolini over there, all
Furope, Italy. ©Oh, Mussclini xant to run the country over there, the poor
people don't have no job, don't do this, don't do that. Oh, but some people
they szy is good, some psople say no.

Uh huh. ¥%hat did you think about him from what you'd hezrd?
¥

7 think that Muassolini was good for the country. T think he was good. HKHe
want to ['naudib]ej q]* Hem slaves. He want to try all the rich people,
like some people went to the Ffarm, they got to work 12 months, then 3/4 of

the stuff they raise on the farm, the owner get the stuff, and 1/l the poor
family that work it got that.

In other words, peon“e who worked on the land for the rich lendowner would

have to zive zbout 3 /I of everything they grew t the landowner and they'd

only keep 1/ of it.

Yeah.

And then he put o stop to this,

Ch yeah, he stopped that.

In other words, he was good for poor people.

Darn right, OCh yeah,

In other words, he did a lot of good for the poor peodle,

Yeah. Hez told the rich man, "You got the farm, there's a man he gotia work
rd, he got 2 11 So you can't raise everything like that after

at. TIL was pre

2 he made some real changes then.
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Ch yeah, he was good. [Inaudible] « « + « Oh Loy, it was bad., . . .
Do you remembter Father Tucker?

Ch yeah, sure,

What did you think of hinm?

He was good. -

A good man, huh?

Good man, oh yeah,

And he did a lot of good for the Italians here, too, didn't he?

On, for the Italian people, for everybody. Fverybtody of the Catholic re-
ligion.

Hould you say that he probably did more to help the Italian psople in this
area than anybody else?

Anybody, anytody he belong to the parish like that, Catholic, he helped 211
of them. He was good to everytody.

Did he ever come down to the east side and help the Italizns down there too?
No.
You never saw him come down to that end?

Mo, no. He was busy you know. The filrst time he came over here, you knowu,
Delaware, he btuilt 2 1ittle frame church, little temporary church. And

then Father [inaudible] .« +« + . And then he ask some of the pecple--he

tried to do the best. He told ‘em a2ll about it. He says, "We got the churc
now just for temporary. Ye gotta bulld a big church over herse, big." EREvery-
body got to talking about this church, tiggest church in Delaware, Catholic,
yes it was. He no have no hard time at 211, Everybody want an Italian con~
tractor, you know, they give everything--a lot of stuff for free, fres work,
everybody helped. A lot of them they give cash money like that to buy the
stuff. Anybody that can't afford, they goi tinme, you know, go to work cver
there, he do anything, what he can. Ch yeah, he was darn good. YNobody cen't
teat him [inauditle] . . . that church had been built. He was very good.

=

Yean. I want to ask you another question ztout things that were haprening
in Ttaly. Uhen Mussolini started to make war with hithliopia and 3lbania an
so forth, what did the people in this ccuntry, the peorle thzat you worke
with, what did they think abtout this?

Yell, you see, one way I think to myself he meke a big mistake, he dorft have
no tusiness doing this. You know why? Recause he try to help the people,
the poor people, like [inaudihle] .« » . same like--what the hell you call

the other countries? He was [inaudible} . « . no school and no ., . .

s

that, in BEthilopia?
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In Bthiopia over there, he was, yeah. People there, they don't have no
clothes, nothing. Wow, Mussolini send people over there to civilize thenm
people, to bring them church, to learn them the religion like that, you
know, anything like that, you know, DNow the other countries, they got
jealous. They got jealous because maybe some day Ethiopia belong to Italy,
see., They make it btig country. That's what it was figured. Then the
goddamned Germans like that, you know, they're talking about you give 'em
help, the people over there gonna start to make z revolution youn know, they
give what you need like that, you know, and Mussolini win. And then when
they started to see another war--Turkey--that they would win . . . and then
Germany went first and the Italian they had to go after them again, see,
with the men. The Italians, they had a lot of men, but they didn't have no
ammunition, no money or nothing. These people they don't want to spend no
money. That's the trouble with the wars.

0.¥. Well how did--when ¥World Yar II started, how did this affect you over
here? Yow, during the First ¥World ¥War, of course, the United States and

taly were on the same side. But when the Second Yorld ¥War started, we
were on opposite sides. How did this affect you?

Yell, I think Ttaly close to the side of the United States . . . was very
close.,

ean, Italy was fighting against us in the Second World War. Italy was
with Germany in the Second Vorld ¥ar.

I don't know. ¥hat I figure myself, Ttaly didn't want to go against the
Germans, they didn't want to go against the United States, that's what I
think myself. You think so?

Yell, T don't think the Italian people wanted to go in with the Cermans, but
the fact remains that Mussolini did ally Italy with Germany.

Oh yeah, he did that.

And when we got into the war, I mean we were fighting against Italy and
Germany.

That's the only trouble. I think it was a 1little jealousy went on, see.

Uh huh. 0.K. Now, if you were to think atout the greatest change--now,
there've teen a lot of changes in this country since you came here. If you
were to pick out one and say, '"Well, the biggest change of all is this,”
hat would you say it was--if you could pick out just onzs big change.

L

The Second Yar,

That was the biggest change--it caused the tiggest change?

It started [inaudible] . « . men, they go to work every day, and a lot of
change of [sounds like “model"? like that, vou know, a lot of different

things l1ike that. It just devéloped a lot of things.

It just developed the whole country almost immediately, is that it?
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Oh, yeah. Much, much,

Have you ever regretted coming to the United States?
Huh?

Have you ever regretted coming to the United States?
Oh yeah, sure. Sure.

But you're happy that you cam2 here, you wWere never sorry that you came
here,

Oh yes. No, hmm umn.

Did you ever want to go back to Italy?

Well, yeah, I always wanted to go back just for a visit.
Just for a visit, you don't ever want to go btack to live.

No, no, ro. When my father and mother was living 1like that, you know, see.
And then the place where I used to work, Fastern Malleatle Ixon, see I was
electrician then, see, and I had a pretty good job like that, you know, and
the company liked me a lot because he talks to me and he was afraid T was
going. And then we have three-week vacation and I told him, the head man,

T said, "Listen, I got the father and mother in Burops, I not see since 19173
and they getting pretty old over there like that, you know, and I'd like to
go back on vacation time just for a visit like +nau, you know, not for stay."
"Oh, ¥r. Covelli, I don't think it can te done." ”*hy°" Miho will T put on
in place?" He could find-~anybody he couvld put in my f ace for temporary
like that. Suppose I quit? "That would be different.” 3ee, that's the
answer he give me. Then if I go back to Turope, I gotta wait 'til 1961--'62
to g0 tack to Europe. And I retired in 1060, In '62 I went to Europe, but
my father and mother was gonz, that's why T was sorry--feel sorry.

4]

Yes, I imagine so.

But I had a sister and brother--I got five sisters cver there and thre
trothers. T don't krnow how many nieces I got. Bult I travel Ttaly a good
tit. Lot of different places--I went to laples, Rome, Venicia, travelled

211 Abruzzi, [:‘maugi‘clej . . . I stay on the Adriatic Sea, you know, in the
sunmer--~1 stay seven months over there. 1 really enjoyed myself,

ell that's wonderful, Is there anything else you'd like to add to what
we've alveady gone ovexr? -

T'd like to go back now, but I'm pretty old now. I1'd like to see ny sisters
and brothers. They say, "Tony, why don't you come back?" But it's not like
g0 btack now, [inaudible? « + . the age 1is up here, you know--T'n 7L,

Reslly, vou certainly don't look it,

L]

Thank you, btut I feel it. Tike a lot of people szy, "Well, you look good,"



you no feel good. Tike I say, you know, 1life it changes 1like that, your
m get weak like that. You like to try to do a lot of things, but you
You gotta do so much and you gottz stop.

H O

Q Is there anything else you'd like to add tc this? I don't have anymore
gues

A Yell, that's all we can do today.

(Ev oF INTERVIGY |
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