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Interview with Vr. Harold Doddmen at his office in Vilmington, Delaware, April
15, 1971, by ¥yron Blackman. ZFroject: elaware in the Depression,

- 3 b ) tal -
| There is no sound except a bvackground hum for the first 050 counts onﬁtape
recorder counter; Mr, TocKman is picked up in mid-sentence as follows

A . « . vuilt up a grocery bill.
- . B! . X -
@ finaudlble{ . « . I mode a mistake, I haven't used . . .
A When ¥ranklin Foosevelt was elected, he came to lelaware before he was

elected, Yean. Or was that his second, that could have been his second
term he came here. Poured down rain, Ch, 1t poured down rain., Fortun-
ately bty that time I'd gotten a jot. T took the day off, just stood
the rain over at 3rd 3treet tridge, watched him come in on the other
T think that was the teginning of me having pneumonia the rest of my 1if
too, I really got sick., But he was the savior of this country, let nob
te mistaken about it. 7 don't say everything like the H.I.R.A. that was
declared unconstitutional--T don't say everything he did was absolutely
right, but he didn’+t sit Tack and wailt., TIt's well this initial husiness
ted, at least he started.
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] “hat was the feeling about Hoover at that time?
A Hoover in ithose days-~history may prove, you know, that he was a much more

intelligent man than what ne was ever been accused of, but that was a dis-~
gusting word in those days to even mention the word Hoover during the De-
pression, He was always preaching prosperity around the corner. Well,
too many people had toc much time to go around the corner and look and go
disgusted and cuit looking., You know, they'd just stand on the corner wi
their apples or whatever, you know, in the tig cities, Ve had it here as
vell. Ye had a big sign up here on the highway, they put up. "Delavare
can and will take care of its cwn.” Don't kelieve 'em.

Q I heaxrd that the DuPont familv, one of the DuPont people contrituted an
awful lot of money to the welfare fund.

2 I don't know whether they contrituted anything towards the welfare fund or
not, bubt fixing up projects and such, Willianm 13, Francis, for instance, had

& situation where they hired people Lo like Tix up the city streets_and

things. That wac 25¢ an hour you worked for, illiam E. Vaire [sp !, one

s

the top political leaders in Fhiladelphia, when he put the slectrification

system in on the Fennsylvania Pailroad, one of the most dangerous joks you
could ever thin% of, was 25¢ an nour. That's what they pald people, for
seven days a week you were allewed to work., Do it wasn't a question of tel
a shortage at ﬁhat time, 1t w z quecilon of he Aidn't want o labor turn-
cver, He dida’t censider 'en Fee Cing o large number, you know, it was get
it done as chealr a3 you can possiltly do i%. &nd that's what they did it
wita.

<
s

3 Yere there many bread lines in Wilmington?
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fes, there was bresad lines., Teople that were on relief, you knon—-an awful
lot of pecple were on ;elief. fortunately I was young and I didn't get on
reiief’. 2nd I hac Just gotten married, which that took a lot of cou:aﬂe, to
zet mar

4 ried ir the Deprecssion., And T was a painter, I had had a trade, and
vhat T did was go around knocking on people's doors, '"How about varnishing
your front dOOf for o bhalf a buck?" And 1 alnlohed—~r1ght in this area--and
varnished an awful lot of decors, And one time I went to Philadelphia and
hought up a btunch of neckties, cheap, put ‘em in a suitcase with & wire
henger acrO« it, and come in these barbershops and things and tried 1o sell
neckties, 5o thet was the only way I stayed off of reliefl Tt weo 1
but it was trying to earn something, you know. &nd famllleo had a
then to everybody go back together. Vhen a son that had been married couldn't
nake out, he went tack home, Uhat 1ittle tit he had, he contributed to the
nome with his own, and that way a lot of people made out.

Jas there much help between neighbors?

Yes, J think during the Depression--people always have a tendency during
hard times to get more together, you know, Like I say, I was young then,
so & bunch of fellows whe knew each other, every two weeks one would get
pald for one of these jobs, we'd go down to the bakery and Tuy o lot of
bread, go home and toast 1t and make cocoa and set there all night, talking
about the Jepression, eating toasted bread and cocon,

Jhat did you talk aboui, do you recall?

iell, wondering if there was another place in the country where you could
go to work. Ve hitchhiked--I did, with a bunch of fellows, well, three--

to Great Boulder Dam, which was later named Hoover Dam. i'e thought we could
met work there., ‘e got there, people thal were working there were sleeping
in tar barrels that they were using onthe project, hardly eeking out a bare
existence. That would be interesting, also, a history of how that dam was
tuilt, and the people--houw they were treated as far as employees is con-
cerned. 50 we--all we did then was thumt it right back; between there and
here was no work, as far as we could find, you know. You could volunteer
your services for something, tut it was an in-kind thing, you got--you know,
meals or something 13le that.

4

fias there ever a time that you were unemploved for a long period?

ell, as far as having a job wus concerned, as I said, his necktie business

that I considered, you know, not a 3Job. ¥When I got real hungry I worked ilhat
much harder trying to sell a few more ties. Hell, people didn't have money,

you know., I think I used 1o pay three for a dollar for these tiecs in Fhila-

delphia and come down here and sell 'em for 50¢ apiece. They vere real food

tles, you know, not Junk, The same way wlth the varnishing ci ihe doors,
Feople-~-no matier how hard they're up against it, they see sometody up against

it, if they've got anyvthing at 211, they try to help. 24nd that's--I'd paint
more, cveing a small thing, the reason they would have their door varnished
was more to help me then whether they were concerned too much atout the door
or not, at least realizing I was trying. So I did make a few dollars that
Wway to put vood on the tatle and pay the rent.

A few people that T've spoken to talked atout public assistance, and they
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ay that they would do anything, thelr parents or themselves, to keep off

¥

My only experience with public assistance, and I've had & lot since then in
helping people in one thing or another, but my experience then was, my wife
at that time--we were really Yad off, because I had had an attack of ulcers
and couldn't get work and I didn't much Teel like working with ihese ulcers
that T had at the time. And my wife was pregnant and needed a palr cf flat-
heeled shoes, that was the thing then, you know, you wear flat-heeled shoes
if you're pregnant., 50 T got brave one day and went intc one of these state
agencies, asked, you know, if there was any way I could get a palr of shoes
for her., %ell, before I asked, T walked up to the desk, and the lady behind
the desk, I explained it %o her, and she says, "lell, what do you expect us
to do Tor you?" And the tone in which she said it, and the attiitude that
she had, I Jjusit told her politely, "Not a damn thing," and turned around and
walked out,

bas this during Roosevelt's term?

This was in the Depression--no, before Roosevelti.

oz there a chalge, you know?

afterwards-~I think the change didn't come that fast. It was more or
that people's attitude with the change--that they were promised--that

ings started to get better and people were then starting to spend & little
noney, those at had money were realizing, "lell, maybe it's over now, e

th
carn take our chances,” and things started to slowly pick up. Tut like I
said to my wife many 2 time, T look at ocur children and I hope that they
don't ever have to go through it, because the temperament of the world--not
Just this country--is such today with the educabional system that we've
had and the difference between = 16 and 18-vear-old now than what it was
20, 30, 4 vears ago--l0 years ago, to te more specific, They wouldn't

stand Tor = depression, I'n sure of it,

That's exactly what Giltert TLewis said,

Iou could say they might--you know, people will make that kind of a state-
ment, you know, a lot of people will say, they'll meke a statement like
that, and then whern it hits you, they live it, too, T don't belisve it.

T think in this case, people arc much smarter teday, they wouldn't stand
for a situation, politically, government-wise, to use an excuse, you know,
and say there's nothing we can do at this peint, later. Uh uh, not today.
And there 1s the intelligence there that if they don't know how, they say
we do, And you know, I don't think they would ever put up with it., In
wet, it could get to Le a resl bad situation, because I'm sure the young
people today would not stand for that tvpe of a depression sgain.

Do you think that we might have one?

It's possitle. It's always possible. Government has come a long way in
teing able to control the picture financially in this country, but look
whatl nappend just recently with--we were told no later than a iittle btetter
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than a year ago, '"Don't worry, 1t'll go to 47 maybe, bub that'll bte it."
And vividly I can remember u,rozg y Keany's strong statement thzt this
4‘h"’ngf could go to 67 and we're in troutle, T4 is &t &7 now. And sta-
tistically you can find areas of unemployment in tb‘e country that are now
worse than they were during the Jepr9531on Put 1» 's because of--the gov-
ernment structure is such, being the different ihings now, it's now
1like it was, butb vhen it gets that bad. oy instance, the unempioyment
statistics now are in the overzll labtor picture &7, we'll say. T[hat's
net true in consitruction, Tn buallding and construction, the unemployment

figure's at 117 now, right now. And ixon is saying this is one of the
areas vhere he's gonna attack inflation, It has the highest unemployment
record; he's gonna sttack the inflation through them? That doesn't make
any sense., And now you got the steel workers, Well, you know, our economny
tased at different times like on the autc industiry, the construction in-
dustry, the steel industry and such, this thing could get out of hand °
not intelligently using the government structure, the controls and stufd
that they could use, and doing it intelligently--it could get out of hand.
And that would te something that I say the young peop“e in this country
wouldn't stand for. TBecause once explained, you can't blufT 1t no more.
And Tor that reason I don't think they'd ever stand for a depression,
Tt isn't g question of wb“JicT they could live throuﬂh it or not, it's
a simple guestion, they'd choose nobt fo and wouldn't, period. and that's

ny Teeling atcut it,
A rook I was reading describes--ithe first chapter was called "The (loomy

Depression of Hertert Hoover," and the
sion of franklin FRoosevelt." ‘hat was

econd was "The DBxhilerating Lepres-
15 change?
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Yell, they used a d rent phrase there than I did. It wasn':t changed
that fast, tul they had hopes. And he was doing things. A&nd whether all
were successiul or not . . . Tor instance, one of my first Jobs was I
vent around placing T.R.A. stickers in windows, the Watioral Jlecovery £ct,
asking people tc tuy thoge peocple, you kaow, that they were
ployers and such and were helping. And these stickers weni in the stors
windews., That gave you hope, you inow, that poople were stariing to do
things. And again, as T say, with the change, money St&fu@h to loosen up

z 1ittle Tit because people felt, "fell, we will change fut. you Vec, it
wasn't so much that Yoover was o had guy, but Hoover Qldn'ﬁ know what to
do. That's my opinlon. And when he went out, vhether or not @vorytL

o
*1

Toosevelt did good, 1o everytody's bthinking, at least he did everyth
ne could to try, and scme of the things worked, 2And by doing what he &i
I think ne saved this country. ‘low, as I szid, the ,ouw“ people telny a
different breed completely from the young people 40 years ago, b‘eV're not
sonna, set tack and watch it “.ypen in. And I think it's sett close
w0 that counlry, I students, high school, eixk*‘ aoe
cn up, and been Lo semin our own 1n difTerent parts ¢ :
country now. always invite young people in a thelr oplnions of
hich to make change,
criping, Just to be griping.
iar is not all of r
is what they can make the Cle”°“st, the easl

they are concerned atout all of these other things,
sec~~-the hope's not there, and they want the change
war was cver tomorrow, you don't ink you'd bhubup

QJ

the U 15, t smarter, they know the ways
they don 5t gripe for the principle of

You kn

1

and the
o the complaint on the Yietnam
]
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211l these students, do youT” ot by 2 long shot. Toy, they'd be right in
there tattling. And this is 1he change come atout,

ell, why were people in the '30s . . .,

They had never faced it--those people, btime had been so long pasi, that
yvou know, the standard of living and eVpxgtH ng was different. And that's
the reason I say today, hh=n I tell you, for instance, Nixon's policy of

curing the inflation, the statistics in this country of unemployment iz

ot

&7, btut where does he go to hit at the 1nL~(u¢0n, at the area of the job-
holder whose une mplovmeni is 1177, that's the construction worko . You see
what I mean? That's not the way to cure inflaticn. ilow, he's noi gonna
tell the constiruction worker that long before they in turn--and when that
is explained tothe younger peovle Iin those terms, young people understand
that, you know. And this is where the protlem would be then is those neople
that are trying to say this is the way to cure the inflation and do this,
Tecause the controls sre theve in the government, it's teen proven; uwe've
been successful in trving to halance the economy for years. And ithe changes
that have been made with the Securities and dExchanse Commission and
ent commissions of government has heen such that they have o hetter and an
easler way of doing it, the banks and the security there with the ».71.0.C.5.,
things like this. Feople have more conflidence and are not as pronc to a
depression, Put you know, when you're itrying Lo contrel an economy and
calling the economy an inflationary ecoromy, I don't care if it takes a
wheelbarrow load of money to go buy a loaf of tread, as 70n? as I got that
wheelbarrow load of money 1o get that loaf of bread. TIt's as simn?e a8 that.
In those days, you know, ¥ou used to have a priest on radio, I
who used to attock all the money lenders and the money people in tuls coun-
try. 0Only one place has the right fo make monev, that's Congress--let's make
it, you know, and get this country on the woad. 7ut whether you belleve in
him or not, this is the thing in which T say the voung people would ?e in-
teresied in., They would say, ""hat have you done? And if you haven't Jdone
anything, here's what you can do and why aren't you doing it?" and "Te+'s
get it done, let's try." They'll call it thelr way, for instance, if it’
c

Vi

not being done., And I con't believe thati theyv'd stand back and watch i%,
at least the young people I've talked tc, and I've talked to an awful lot
in this country.

Vere the W.TP.A. and P.V.A., prograns and prograns like that effective®

I think they were, ves. Thev helped. Hut they were controlled programs.

Por instance, vou couldn't stay emploved on a vproject just tecause you were
nired +there, You had g certain limit of time you could stay and then theve
¥ao a change, somebody else come in, DSeniority, or whatever way ti
them and how tney picked thenm, you know, is another question. het
was all done perfectily rip or not, I don't know. In my own case, I
there was o alke made, or instance, I nad just come out of the navy
and they had me down as ¢ veteran., And the intent oif thatl program at
be a veteran you musi have veen in the First lorld lar.
N oas & veteran, sc I fot cards te go report Tor work, see.
I went in and said, veteran”? llot when you're

hungry, vou don't. You to wox

nist

There were a lot of complaints zbout like that.




i you critic., ior somebody to work and ‘o le
HOY klnf, sole purpose of meintenance of livell-

hood. Te's g 's working for, some goal. And when you
take thet away, when you say 1h 3 is a--they cell it fhe dole system or you
can call it whatever vou want, 1if you give a guv a rake and then accuse hinm
Just leaning on the handle, you had to give him more vhan Just the roke,
You had to give him an incentive, and that was the thing that was missing
211l the way along the line, This was Jjust to put Lread on the tatle. 2o
people that criticized was &l criticizing putiing tresd on anytedy's
teble, in my opinion. There are how many programs todmy, for instance, are
ineffectual, tub still they are programs. And because half of those peoa?

don't learn or don't get jobs, it doesn't kill the program today. Tthev're
s5t111 maintaining the programs. They're still critics, but less. Thev're
saying, "™ell, why should we do this? Let's k11l this program tecause tnoue

Tellows are nof doling anvthing rut geing throush the progrwm tecause they're
weingz subsidized to this po%nt, and that's it. “ut they're not as meny
critics todayv about things like that. 1In those days there were., nvery
night there wes a pilciure in tho paper oi a kunch of guys leaning on rake
handles almost, you know, you Tall down and stick the rake through you.
1t there was also an awful lob of guys that raked leaves in tne parks Tor
the scle purpese Lo zet thelr minds of T of their Vel7*@s, kepl working Just
to keep thelr minds o their tellies; they didn't care whether they Ull@u
up a tig plle of leaves or whebher they didn't <o any or not. It was just--
that was thero vou Know, what was the future. It was done for one purpose,
able of those people--the most pecple that they could
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tut if people were in such greatl need, why was there this feeling of pride,
the feeling of not going on public assistance?

That's something that 1s in pecple automatically--and Americans especlially.
Oh, T don't say especially, either; I'm not that familiar with all the rest
of the world. ©Dut in this countr* I think your tackground as Americans has

always been that pride. There's a lot of people might have heen on relief
t

1

iT they thoug nobodv else wou 1l ever know 1t. Put they were never on re-
lief for thet re n, 1 think. There is o pride. Teople have that, Pﬂople

heve actually starvnd because of that. You know, we have a President

Conperpnce in Yashingion even now-—what do they call that, on Food HUuT:'
tion and riggest Tarce T have ever seen folsted on the Apewican
: see anything beneficial come from 1t. Involve more
that type of a prozram in ‘Yashington, President's lonlerence
on and HJealth, and I don't think the; shington
ice is opened and saying, "ley, let's stz =fore ve
Yhat are you goling te do? Ave you going to carry oul
this conference and do something about 17" Thai's
neie o trip and come back. They
gets any worse, L'm afrzid

oy et . Ny o L ¥
a08WeYr s, now ask for S

.]nﬂbc tle
in some cases,
Feople'll depend

Tid vou get involved with the £.17. of L. during the "30=7

o
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Could you cdescrite that?

The C,1.0. a 1 he A.). of T..-~the ¢.I.0, first, then the A.¥. ci T, I've
ceen in th -=-well, as a menmber, cboutr 30 years nou. And the
0.1.0. befo some time., I always have been active in unione for

r worked anyplace where there wasn't a union; that wes
to get a union in there., Ilecause, you kKnow, you can
B ; the world, but wren you bargain no: colloctive‘y and.
only Tor yoursel”, your wages stay down. You don't pget the result, ‘here
in collective with a eroup of peovle, whatever you are seems 1o
nly throusgh the Tunch, or vhatever they are, you bene’it more by
b £
R Ea

.. fnd vour power 1is much stronger to get what vou've asking for,

imagine rou were involved in some or

zing.

ALl my life.

1

ves there mUC1 violence? 1 know there was violence in other places with
'as there nuch in Delaware during the '30s?

ell, you knowu, violence, it's only your interpretation of violence that mabt-
ters, Ts it violent to cause sonevody Lo be hungry, is it violent to keep
woges down, is it violent +o nol give you any Tuture perspective to better
vourself? Is 211 these things viclence? 1 don't know, you knew, whether
pecple look at it that way or not. But if you've zot me hungry, you've ot
a2 violent man. tho was it that said, John Paine said, "Wherever in the
world a man might be that is in hunger or need, that's where I an at."
Yell, 1t's true., Vo matter where they huri somebod hat's where vou're
ot. That's where you should te, in ofher words, Tf nebedy's in need,
that "s where you belong, you know. I don't mean hy mere fact ol getting
ona tus and saying I go to vhere he's at, I'm talking abtout vour inney
self and your concerns Tor him. 3o this iz organizing., If you place your-
self in that philosophy, that's crganizing, because you're telling the man
working alongside of you that. "Hey, so-and-so cver there Jjust had a wage
cut, and unless we organize here, we're gonna get 1t," you know, This 1s
organizing, in the real sense. low, you know, those kinds of organlae s in
those days, there wasn't zhat many that got paid, you know. Today it's
pretty hard to get z guy to volunteer to do something, in labor organiza-
tions. Put at the same time, from the founding of lator organizations 'til
today, the basic principle is organize. 2And we do sometimes not enough cf
ity ~cmetimes we've teen a little lazy. That doesn’t mean it isn't necessa
and should be continually. Tn fact, they have to continue. #4ny group that
stays still becomes stagnant and disappears. 3o there will always e or-
canlizing.

ry

that was Tthe rvesponse on the part of the cempanies?

Vell, organizing has never teen easy, 1t never will te. 7o get into rehash-
ing whether or not there was violence in the way of organizing, there's a
puinc rp ozd Youldn't te no sense for me to get into that. And who was
fault fou can say, well, in a sense sometody here in the union end was
violent bpcuuse he wasn't being recognized. Put if you accept the fact that
somebody is being hurt for trying to organize, look at the mineworkers whe
were slugged by hired goons and murdered. Took at the history of the btuichers
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or the meat cutters and packers, how they used the foreign labor market
r’ the aﬁvsntages they took of those people--that's violence. 3o to re-
ist that--it's like civil disobedience. There's 2 lot of unjust laws.

1ou won't rule out civil disobedience, I hope; if vou do, why, we're never

gonna have change. 5o civil disobedience in a lot of cases is necessary.

"here are unjust laws at times. You have to get up and fight about it.

50 as far as punching another guy in the mouth and this thing, that would
Just ke rhetoric, it would te wasted. TIt's all in the paper.

o

+

Md you ever realize, why you were doing it--organizing--in the 30's,
did you have any idea?”

Yes, I was raised that way. My Tather was always concerned about unions,
30 I realized vhat I was doing from the very teginning, I was trying to
Letter myself.

Did you realize the gains that you would . . .

No, no, no. Everything I ever became or ever got involved in as far as the
lator organization was concerned, was not because I was after it, My friends
around me either decided that I was the one or whatever, and I certzainly at
that point, when I seen that happening, didn't bzck off. I never backed off
from any responsibility in the labor organization, I'm biased, everybody
that knows me knows that, all through my history, they know I'm a2 lator man.

T don't deny it and I don't think that I ever will as long as I live. T hope
T don't.

You mentioned the radio. That's something that I'm interested in, it was the
start of the radio in that e o you rememter things that you list

RIS
o

bt
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, yes, all the way through the Depression and I think clean up to Orson
Velled VFartian invasion. T think the radio~-peovle was zlued to the radio
in those days. For instance, one--not to bte critical of anyone again, butb
not looking into it too much either, you know, everything has to have its
beginning. The credit unions at one time was locked on as a communlst ic en-
deavor, and there's an awful lot of people invelved with credit unions today
in this country., I think the Corn Hxchange in Philadelphia started as =
credit union; it's one of the wealthiest banks in the country., OCne of the
news analysts of the day, reperiers, used to knock the co-ops and the credit
unions, continuously, until all of a sudden he received a few slips of divi-
dends where he himself belonged fto a co-ov; he was buying hils seeds and
stui'f in a co-op, and he received the dividends and I think ne shut up and
and got off the air. BRut people were interested in those things then, you
o,

»

Uhat was your reaction to the Yar of the Yorlds, the Crson Welles' . . .

The what?

Yhat was your reaction lisitening to Crson Welles' Invasion from Mars?

Hell, everybody's case was just a little kit different. Fach individual
Iamlly, wherever they happened to be, everybody's happened to be different,
I walked into my house when my nother ad Jjust been operated on and was

laying on a cot, they had Jjust btrought her home from the hospital. 2nd

o/
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that was 1o nowhere, thev didn't know what they would do. and

she was advising the rest of Llhe fanily to get in the car and start. iow,
i

o
she says, "Whatever you do, when you go out the door, turn the gas off.
She coulin’'t move; she was laying there--‘ust brought her home from z gall
tladder operation, But my Tamily, when I walked in the house, it was s
fact to them. Yell, I had just--we'd roved into the suburbs by that time
and I had just come out of Vilmington, end T hadn't heard it. Zo all I
said wasg, "Vell, how did this program come on?" Lell, they didn't hear
the beginning. They had just tuned 1t in. 1 said, "Well, I want to hear
the beginning Lefore I get in any car and start anywhere, because 10 1it!
gonna happen there, it's gonna happen here. I may s well sity here."
Put there was 2n awful ]ot of peonle toolr that seriocus tecause of the way
they had tuned in, yru know. And of course he made it so real, his 1ife
since then has proven that he could make it resl, you know. Tt shook the
country up, I think.

T sav a »niclure
for the Marticns to come,

in a took of a farmer with & gun getting

Yeah, 2 lot of people were really sincere about 1%, because, you know,
they--T guess some Deople did diec over it. T don't know. 2ubt fto me, T
ves younger then, and T guess T wasn't a2t that “ime toc a»nt to be shocked
at anything, T guess. I walked in the h B t

! i

! and seen the turmeil that they
n, I thought, ™iell, somebody here has gotita say something,™ sc I

s , Mlell, weit 'til we ueaf the beginning =2nd meybe something wi

on the radio later, ard we'll be e*le to decide whether to zo tzke th1> ride

to vhere I don't know, tecause I don't know where you would go." They were

landing in Jersey, you know, according to him., Il was funny alterwsrds,

tut it =masn't Tunny during that to o lot of people I don't think,

Did you listen to any of Roosevelt's Fireside Chats?

All o? 'em, continuously. Cf course, each “ime, people wers living in hope
Tor improvement, and each time %hero was something to give you thai much
more st rcnpuh. And I think this was the reason for the Pireside Chats.

His ”r9ﬂ4 Lt xpression was, "There's nothing to fear tut fear itsell," and
if vou're here with your government, you're talking it over, you know, we've
all in this fogether, that was the theory I guess, that we'll inform you
of vhat's going on and what we're gonna do. And he got my volte every time
he ran, If he wos still living, T'd still te voting for him if he wos st
running,

o

ill

Did you geb in to see “he movies puch?

io. o, I went one time, it was Lo see kom@tklng that 5 2
was, 20 I went Lo see Grapes of Yrath when it first showed.
lot woxse than I was, so I thought, that was it, Thy look
. . osa .

o
2
keep your Jount Try to improve ’em if vou can.

kv 3 3 £ s T 1 ey s a
Tou mentioned unemployment lines, Vere you Llnauo_d*of
it on the tope.

3 . F ey 4
JNat was tnat s

The unemploynment lines.
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ell, they were lengthy. Let's leave i1 thal way, they were blocks long.
You were cut of work, vou vere ouhb of work, period. and llke I zay, vou

N L o )
wvent out to get a job then, you didn't go our and say, '"low much are you
paying?"  You said, "How much nre you willing to payT®" You negotiated
down, period, to get what you could g That was ithe theory, stay alive.
Go out and look for it and dig the b way you could, A lot of people
didn't feel the Depression, you kncw, There's always somebody has to be
emploved, ot what sularies, I don;t know, you know. Of course, in those

days to tusiness people, you know, thelr prices were down, 100, tecausc
nobtody could afford to tuy in any amcunt, and those that were working, it
made 1%t o little easier on those people, because no matier whet thelr wvages

were, they did have some money.
Is there any lesson in the Depression?

Is there a lesson in the Depression? TYou kuow, that to me is the one thing
that I say secretly. The youth of this country has the lesson, but it i
not the argument they're presenting. They're presenting the things to t
people that they think the pecople will be receptive to, like the war, where
we ali-~I feel, I know the war is wrong; it may take some of us longer t
“ind it out than others, but we ull feel that way, the war's wrong. 30
automatically to get the--they criticize the youth because they zet intc
some demonstration or whatever you want to call it, and they'll call it
something sbout the war, and then all of z sudden they get into o nmeetling
and ten other things come up. #4nd they say, "What's this all about?" 4nd
they 're not only arguing the point of the war. There had to Le & reason
for it There had to te some other things involved, And these are the
UHLnyc that the student--once you pin him down, he starts talking atout.

Fe don't just talk about the war, he talks about all these other things., 3o
T think the tasic lesson is there and they have 1it, even thcugh the clder

people, or the people at that time, haven't made no chart or something and
said to each one, or each group, "Hprc, this is 1t, see what you can do akout
it." 1ilo, T think they have it, That's what I mean by saying that they're
much smarter today than they were 40 yvears ago, at the age groups.

»‘J

You mentioned something tefore atout forgetting the Depression.

T think the Depressicn should te forgotten, yes. The &epresuior is his-

the Depression's on record. The ilepression's there--it's like anv-

ing else bad, and the lesson's heen learned, J believe, because of the

different changes in the law, and now, as I said, the congressmen and the
senators have 2z much more knowledgestble--the people that are serving are
mich more knowledgeable than the pecople who served then, and they know

what, to do about things. And if they don't, there are people that have heen
to school enough in this couniry +to tell 'em what they're doing wrong, and
they're studying it--vou don’t have tc he a senator or representative to know
something more than they kﬂOm, vouu know. And they're being more vocal about
it and telling 'em. You see todsy senators and congressmen changing thelr

opinions overnight. You never seen that kefore. You know, you goLta know

z senstor that was there for 30 vears, that was 1t, 1t was the same 30
vears after he wen®t in as it was the day he went in. That's not the case
now. That's what I mean by *Fe people that are invelved today have an

effect on change, And T don'% thlnk they'd te willing te live with a lepres-

cion, To use the old phrase, "Throw the rascals out--or chase 'em out,™ it
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wouldn't te, And they wouldn't 30 apt to want to run., You know, I relisve
there's people today livins capalle of running the goverameni, bub tecause
thelr age, and because of the existing protlems, doa't want to Tun gov-
roment. They don't want anyihing to do with it. ¥Fut they have a tendency

or that tecause ther do realize that there are younger people teday that's
interested and concerned and they are much safer by taking that type of a

ion., OFf course I don't want to rattle on heve fore
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Just one lanst thing., A lot of people who grew up in the Depression, vou know,
vine started working in the Jepressicn in the later years, were involved in

this quest for security, this need to get things to bte secure.

h L - " L, -
Tell, I've always Te '
T

n concerned ahout security. How, I've never worked in
ve been changed . . . where I have zn established pen-
system. T've “een fighting for pensions Tor different groups that

seen in, who now have them, 211 my 1ife. Iv own local union, for in-
ance, has a pension system. They didn't have it. I fought for it when

T was in there, but they finally got it. "ut I'm noi there, You have to te
in there as a contvibuting fTactor to be a part of it. And each Job that
I've had, I didn't stny long enough, 4And moving like that, J've still not
Fgotten Lo a point of zny penslon. So when scoecial security in those days--
vou know, it was called a communistic endeavor, well that's my one hope to
et o little bit when T met to a point where I can't work or want to mayke
find a way to get out of this tusiness tecazuse somebody'll ke pushing me out,
younger. That's one thing, social security. It, tied to so many other
things today 1ike medicare, whatever, is the greatest security, I think, that
a person has gotten in recent years in this country. UWot a fulfillment by
any sense. I'm locking now Tor national health care. If we don't gel it,

T think we're going to be in a real, real serious problem in this country.
Ye've in it now, bu® not enough people are recognizing it. There's a ©ill-
board down on the highway now with a picture of the hospitals closed., "bon't
let this happen to :rou. Contact your senators and representziives.”" Vell,
vou know, that's a nossibility. Dut T think we're tired of the competitive
system of hospitals, insurance companies, and people are not gettin
health care, no matter what the hospitals and doctors tell you. You're
not getting it, especially in preventive care. And I do think ithat we've
got to have national health care. Maybe tefore I get out of here we'll
have 1t, you know, that'll te another one of things that will cover that,

Ue fight continuously in the A.7.7.,~- (.1.0, for these things., It's sometimes
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forgotten today that we were one of ithe tasic groups that fought Tor public
education in this country, and we'd have never had it 17 it hadn't heen {or

the 4.7 ",-C.I.C., ir my opinion. Then some of the things we're fighting
Tor today sre not Just kecause we'll be the sole recipients., Hopefully
everybodv'1l1l Join the union, btut they won't. 2ut it's for the country and
the public, And national health care is one of the main objectives, the
numbter one ohjective of the A.7,1,.-C.I1.0. today. 30 as security goes, such--
national health care, medicare, medicald, social securitiy, these things.

“ou know, mewicare came about tecsuse certain senators changed thelr minds.
Took 'em two years, tut they did., Two years is a Jong time to walt, es-
pecially when 1t affects millions, I think the your
nize more every day, especially the public servant, 1f you want to call him
that, the elected official recognizes that each day 1is a long time to walt.
Arcd I think they're acting not with haste, but with the recognition thai they
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won 't te there themselves unless something's done about the needs and the
care there, the necessities of the people.

Can the pecple ¢f your generation forget the lepression?

No, they should, but they won't., I personally have never rr'udL a talk in
reference to the Depression to a lalor organization. I don't telieve in
that, TIt's--you know, you hear laktor leaders, as they're prone to be called,
reminding the young pecple of the Depression, wha®t can happen to them. I
don't think you have o vemind 'em of a depression. T can sit here and tell
vou how hard and how bhad an appendectomy is to go through. Put you wouldn'
pay me a demn bit of mind., Tt's not gonna do you any good. ﬁut 15T tell
vou what's good for you and how to prevent it, you might listen, And I

think this is what we have to te concerned with now, the future, not so much
what went on in the past.

Yell, why can't people lorget 517

Because thev were hurt, there's scars left, There's Tamilies that were
broken up., People actuslly in bad--so that kind of a position that some
pecple, different situations, even left their families, you know, uet ths
state or somebody else take carc of 'em, let the relief situation--they'll
fave better with me gone,” you kncw. It even got to tha*t. Feople Vomrltteu
:ide, you know, and the families 0*111 remember it, "Look he comnittie

3 : " you
tnow? Cr she, or u+ever aid, ssne bhln(. Yut these are Scar" that'll
never te wiped away. They're here., 2And as long as anybedy's lLiving from
that era, it'11l go on. And all you nave to do is read some of the history
of it. 1I've never read anything about the Depression that was a lie as fTar
as the had part was concerned., Notody contradicts it, anyway. It was here,
The change was & long time coming., Like I say, social security, they said
it was bad, so many people, "Ch, ii's no good." BJut you very seldom hear
that today. These are social reforms that government was established for,
to do for the people what the people can't do for themselves, and this is
one cf the things, T think, that was atsclutely necessary. Again, Tecause
of all the factors involved with health care, I think we need a national
ealth care situation in this country immediately, not tomorrow. ‘e need
it fast. £&nd whether the young people get involved with this or not, I
don't know. That's a case of where the people that are hurt the hardest
are the elderly. And I think the elderly and the young people will eveniu-
211y realize that it's not too long from now, and join forces. You know,
the old coalitions politically are falling eparu, and new ccalitions polit-
ically are bteing formed. The youth are realizing that I get old and the
old are realizing to get what's good Tor me, I got to cooperate., 2nd you
know, with these people, and T'm beginning to see their point, You know,
the old people said--a lot of them s3z2id the warwas right, It was the ”OUub
that sala the war was wrong. It tock a lot of courage to say the war
wrong, 'cause they were the ones that were gonna have Lo ight

Fut the older pecple are keginning to realize, "Hey, they were Tignﬂ, vou
know. 4nd with this kind of action, I think we're zonna get some O
things we need, not ktecezuse of the pecple thatlt are there now, buil Lecause
the pesople that go there are gonna have to recopnize it.
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Yas there any good in those things in the '30s7
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Any good? Just to te azlive was always good, and it still is, You know, to
experience those things, you don't want to go through s like--you
often hear people go through the story of their operation. It's a horror
story, btut they still want to repeat 1%, you know. They don't want o go
through it again, they've teen through it. Tut I guess it's something %o
talk about, so they rehash the Depression sometime. I don't like to rehasn
the Depression., T thought that it's something--took a lot of years away

vy youth where I could have maybe done something differently. Maybe

I could have furthered an education, maybe T could have done = lot of things.
t say T would have, tut maybe I could. But the opportunity wasn't
there, And “his always hurts,
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0., Thank vou very much,
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