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Dear Jay:

1 have just had & letter from my husband in Paris giving me certain
faets about the situstion both in Spein snd along the berder,

The situation of the refugees 18 no Joss tragic, he tells mee I am
bewlldered, fraxkly, by the fuilure ¢f the American press to give anything like a clear picture
of the condition in which these 440,000 people are living end the fearful prospescts that awab
theme It seoms to me that the uimest importance must be attached to Bonnet's manoeuvers te
get the refugees bagk to Spaing Bommet knows enly teo well that he would not be returning
thes to their Spain bub to Franco gpnd his firing squads of his monstrous Law of Felitical
Responsibilitiess We know and he lnows the fabe that ewaits them,

There has been mudy talk about the willingness of South /American
countries to teke rumbers of Spanish refupees but nothing definite has been put farth as far as
1 know and, in any oase, the problem of treneportiag these refugees would be the major problem,

s y Vhet a wonderful thing it would be if President Hoosevelt was to see
his way clear to call on these countries in some tactful wmy o meke definitve proposals for
taldng them in and for Wwwe ‘mited Stabtes through ite generous relief ergmmizations to undertake
the questlion of transportation, I an quite sure that if the suggestion were mede the United
States would not have to undertake the entire burdesn of trasportetion, Other collsboration
in the way of ships would be forthooming, I am sure, particulsrly from the British,

The immediate problem is how to prove to the Freunsh suthorities that
the Spanish refugees within her gabes have not been forgotien by the whole woarld and are not o
be left o the tender merdlesi.of the Jarde lgbile and the Senegaleses ‘nd parvicularly not ve

Francos

There is another urgeni problem = sud that is the saving of the lives
of the hundreds of thousands of geod Republicmsg of all purties in vhet iz left of Republicam
Spain, The tWreasonable behavior of Casado, Miajs and Pesteiro makes it impossible far those
of us vho have tried tc hold things together these thirty odd months to teke any ection, Bub
& word from the right place to the authorities in Madrid end a few ships sent by the




- ‘Undbed States, “rance snd Oreat Dritein to Republican ports to take these people off when

the eollapse comes, would be of enormous velues Literally hundreds of thousends of lives would
be saved, Tngland and france conld hardly do less af‘ter their direot intervention to overtlrew
Hegrin who, as everybedy must realize now, was not atbenpting to "pedeng the war" but simply

to make a united stend long suough 40 geb gmwmmw irom France in the ens way that it would

have been possible to get guersntees, by resuhing/sueh & way es %0 oblige him o propare

for the offensive that he slearly has no desire to makes If the United States were to take the
initiative I am sure that the British and the French would followe

But I am sure that you realize as well as 1 that steps to mect both
of these Uragic preblems must be taken ab onee 1 they are to be taken at alle At any mement
Bomnet might decide o send the reflugees Lask Lo Irance and now that he and Daladier have been
given full pewers he oould do it quiockly with 1ibtle chance of my eof feetivetlusistonce by the
oppositione ind at any moment the Casado surrender could tale place and zll those thousmnds of
courageeus iepublicans who have fough® so well and 80 gallantly for the independenss of thelr
country == can snyone deubt this any lenger? =- will be shots They have fought tee for the
democrgcies of the world = and can anyone doubt this agy longer? and vhat a wagle ireny it
would be if they were i» be shol because of the pesitive intervention on Franco's side of certain
of these demoorscies and because of the indifference of the otherse

I wite you this beceuse I am deeply troubleds I Jmow that you wAll
do what you can e bring this situctdon to the attexbien of your Ifriendss 1 am contimually
struck by the mmber of people in places beth low sod high in this country who understend all
the implications of the Spmish tragedy and who have dome and are still doing so ruch %o eid
use They will understand thet these thousonds of gallent wen must aot be shob and will undere
stand too that they can be of great use in lLatin Americe where men of proven courage axd
proven willingness to resist Gormen and Itellen Pasciam muet be very useful indeed,

Sincerely,

Congtencia de la Morse




