}ézico, De Fo, Héxico
Februasry 26, 1944

Dear Larry:

I have your letter of February 19 astating thet

Mr. Stettinius asked you to pass on to me the sube
stance of a telephone conversstion which he had with
¥r, lLeo Crowley. I note that Mr, Crowley referred
to his conversation with me with regard to the en-
forcement of the labor and sanitary clauses of the
procurament contracts, and sald that he had discussed
this matter with ¥r. Rockefeller ﬂnd that it was his
conclusion that I was rizht and for this reason the
"labor and sanitary clauses would not be enforced™,
Perey Dougles, w who has Just come down here, was good
enough to zive me this message and in this respect to
state that you were confirming it to me in writing.

I am very happy indeed to have this word from Mr.Crowley
in regard to this matter and I felt that, so far as he

s concerned, there would be absolutely no doubt 1th
regard to hls sttitude, It is characteristic of lir.Crowley
and of his und&rstbndin@ that he should take this attie
tude. I am veryleppy indeed that it 18 settled,

T think there is some slight misunderstanding for
I have never taken the attitude that the labor clause
which we do have in procurement contrects snd which I
finslly secured, should not be enforced, It was to
the Fri;inﬂl labor clause, proposed by the old 0IW and
and BEW which I took exception because it went be-
yond maAiaun lew ané comstitution and was not in
sccord with Mexican law and constitution, I theree-
fore insisted and finally 8acured, after almost @
year's struggle, a lsbor c¢lause in the procurement
contracts which states in effect hhnt the buyer and
seller will sgree to abide by all pertinent provisions
of the Mexlcan ladbor and soclal lana Thic ias, of
course, as much as we could do and £ lexiocan laws go
beyond our own, it is certalnly as much a8 we could
ask. It was not, however, what some of our friends
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in the old OB¥W and BEW wished for, for they wished to
use these clauses in order to bring about social
changes and revolution in other American countries.

I have also not taken the attitude that the labor
and sanitary olauses should not be enforced as they 4o
appesar in these contracts, but that this enforcoment
was s matter ”a” the Mexican authorities and not for
us, a8 any other procedure would involve invasion of
Nexican severeignty through our exerclsing police meas=-
sures in enother coumtry. It was when Mr,., Sildney Scheuer
of the FIA sometime szo wrote s letter to lir, Hansom,
the head of our Procurement and Development Orfice in
cxico, prop &ain* that members of the Coordinstor's
*n Me *oa direct the polieinz of the labor
ela zws, that I agein objeoted on the ground that (1)
it was not necessary as we had no knmwlwm e of :ny vio=
la uwon of the clauses; 4; that, tven i- ‘there were
violutions, no officlals of our Government could carry
through such & pollice function in Mnatler country; snd
(3) that the exercise of such s function by the Coordi-
nator's group, as contemplated, would destroy the work
which we were doling snd which was really useful.

I only mention the foregoing for purpose of clari-
flication of the informatlion in the Departaent and it is
not necessary to send sny word or a copy of this letter

to Mr, Crowley. "he matter iz closed so far as he is
concernsd and so far as thoese attempts on the pert of
the "IA sre oconcerned, #nd that is the important thing,

You will heve & more complete idee of this whole
metter from my letter to you of Februsry 23, with which
I sent you afiaa of several articles which had appeared
in the press at home oritiocizing me, and the infar;:-
tion for which articles came unquestionsbly out of the
FiA and from the same people who have been presaing
for this altogether improper astion 'luu respect to
labor clauses,

I appreciate very much indeed your writing me and
the action whieh Mr, ﬁrouln; hag teken which, as I have
said before, is characteristic of the man &nc of his
oapacities and his understanding.

Believe me, with all good wishes,

Cordlally and sincerely yours,

In duplicate George ©S. Messersmith




