August 25, 1938.

Dear Hugh:

We were naturally very rmch intera2ated in Brinkmann's
epeech bafore the American Chambhar of Comnnree in Berlin.
Although 1t acems that Brinkmann maeds thls gpasech at hise
initiative by taking the matter up with the officialz of
the Chamber, I am inclined to belleve that Brinkmann himself
mugt have r2slized that 1t was s useless gesturs. 3Srink-
mann hinmgelf ia, believe, a rather e0lld individual and
he should underatand our mentality and our situation a
11ttle bHit better than some of tho= gith whom he 1s
aggoolated. X think he must have 1ealized that his
gesture would have 1little effect. I he intended through
1% to ralse diasenalion in this country by ralsing the old
queation of cotton, et cetera, he was mistaken agaln
in his appreciation of our mentality.

Although you have undoubtedly already seen 1%, I am
sending you herewith the memorandum of the Pressa Conference .
for Thurasday, August 18, giving the Secretary's comment.
Ag indicative of the fact that Brinkmann's speech and his
indirect efforts to ralse discussion here in this country \
had no effect, I am sending you herewith the leading 3§\;
editorial from the Washington Star of August 20. This )
wae charnoteriatic of the editoriale which have appeared
in the press generally. If a paper, taking the general
attitude of the Star, so strongly supports the Secretary's
poeitions, It is, I think, quite significant. You may
be interested to know that the speech itself received very
14ttle publicity in any part of the press and,shat publicity
there wag, was in the nature of adverse editorlal oomment.
In other words, Brinkmann's speech was not news, but in the
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editorlal columne the press of every complexion rose to the
de{enae of the Becretary's program and our general commercial
polliacy.

The Trade Agresments program is a settled polioy of our
Government and I think there are now very fow thoughtful
people in the country who are not thoroughly behind it.

Even though there should be a chenge of Administration, I
doubt whether there would dbe any cﬁanga of a baslic charaocter
in our present commerclial poliocy. I hapren to know tha% at
a recent meeting of the Polioy Committee of the Republican
National Commitfee, it was decided that 1% would be unwise
to attack the trade agreements program. There 1= no thought
of changing our program in this respect in any detall which
would invalidate the program. It ia somethling which we
cannot and would not conaider. I know that you appreciate
all this but I thought you might be interssted in these
enclosures and this briaf commsnt.

I signed a telegram yesterday anthorizing the signing
of the contract for the repalrs to the Blucher Palace. We
are very glad Tthat you were able to make such favorable
arrangements for the aoquisition of marks for the payment
of these repairs and alterations. I suppose this aueaetion
of the acquisition of marks i1s in a satisfactory state. It
was very well handied. I hope that the repalrs and altera-
tionag will procesed rapidly so that they wggl be completed in
good time. I think we should make every effort to
accelerate them ao that you wlll have no inconvenience
whatever in the end. I have geen Larkin since his return
and anm delighted to know that 1% has been pogsible to
allocate space of an adequately satisfactory character
in the building to all of our establishments. I felt sure
that there would be room for everyone exoept the Treasury
Attache, but I was very hopeful that space night be found
for him also in the building as this is nore satlisfactory
in Berlin and helps us tremendously in the general problem
here when we can assure our people that all of our
establishme;ts will be houged in the buillding.

I am glad to know that you have been able to get a
house and hope that you are comfortably settled in 1t. I
need not tell you tha%t we have our hands full here with
all kinds of problema.

Cordlally and falthfully yours,
Enclosureg:
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Clipring.
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