
August 25, 1938. 

Begrenal 

Dear Hugh* 

We were na tu ra l ly very much in t e r e s t ed in Brinkmann* s 
speech before; the Aaeriean Chamber of Commerce In Ber l in . 
Although i t seems t h a t Brinkmann made t h i a speech a t h i s 
i n i t i a t i v e by taking the matter up with t he o f f i c i a l s of 
the Chamber, X aa inc l ined to bel ieve tha t Brinkmann himself 
must have r e a l i s e d t h a t i t was a use less ges tu re . Brink*. 
m&nn himself i s , t be l i eve , a r a t he r so l id individual and 
he should understand our menta l i ty and oor s i t ua t i on a 
l i t t l e b i t b e t t e r than acme of t ho«wi th when he i s 
associa ted . X th ink ha must have rea l i zed t h a t h i s 
gesture would have l i t t l e e f fec t . I f he intended through 
i t t o r a i s e dissension in t h i s country by r a i s i ng the old 
question of cot ton , et ce te ra , he was mistaken again 
in h i s appreciat ion of our menta l i ty . 

Although you have undoubtedly already seen i t , X am 
sending you herewith the memorandum of the Press Conference 
for Thursday, August 18, giving the Secre ta ry ' s comment* 
As ind ica t ive of the fac t tha t Brinkmann*s speech and h i t 
i n d i r e c t e f fo r t s to r a i s e discussion here i n t h i s country 
had no ef fec t , X an sending you herewith the leading 
e d i t o r i a l from the Washington Star of August 30» This 
was c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of the e d i t o r i a l s which have appeared 
In the press genera l ly . I f a paper, taking the general 
a t t i t u d e of the Star, so strongly suppe&ts tha Secretary1 s 
pos i t i ons , ^ t i s , X th ink , qui** s i g n i f i c a n t . Xou may 
be i n t e r e s t e d to know tha t tha speech I t s e l f received very 
l i t t l e pub l i c i t y i n any pa r t of the p ress and,what pub l io l ty 
the re was, was in ttoe nature of adverse e d i t o r i a l comment. 
Xn other words, Brinkmann* s speech was not news, but In the 
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edltorlal columns the press of every complexion rose to the 
defense of the Secretary* a program and our general oomraerolal 
policy. 

The Trade Agreements program is a settled policy.of our 
Government and X think there are now very few thoughtful 
people In the country who are not thoroughly behind It* 
Even though there should be a change of Administration, X 
doubt whether there would be any change of a basic oharaoter 
in our present oomratjroial policy. I happen to know that at 
a reoent meeting of the Policy Committee of the Republican 
Hatlonal Committee, it was decided that it would be unwise 
to attack the trade agreements program. There Is no thought 
of changing our program in th^s respect in any detail which 
would Invalidate the program. It is something which w» 
cannot and would not consider. X.know that you appreciate 
all this but I thought you might be interested in these 
enclosures and this brief comment. 

I signed a telegram yesterday authorising the signing 
of the contract for the repairs to the Blucher Palace, f* 
are very glad that you were able,to make such favorable 
arrangements fop the acquisition of marks for the payment 
of these repairs and alterations. Z suppose this question 
of the acquisition of'marks is in a satisfactory state. Xt 
was very well handled. X hope that the repairs and altera­
tions will prooeed rapidly so that they will be completed in 
good time. I think.we should make every effort to 
accelerate them so that yon will have no inconvenience 
whatever in the end. X have seen Larkin since his return 
and am delighted to know that It has been possible to 
allocate space of an adequately satisfactory character 
ill the building to all of our establishments. X felt sure 
that there would be room for everyone except the Treasury 
Attache, but I was very hopeful that spaoe migftt be found 
for him also in the building as this is more satisfactory 
In Berlin and helps us tremendously in the general problem 
here when we can assure our people that all of our 
establishments will be housed in the building. 

X am glad to know that you have been able to get a 
house and hope that you are comfortably settled in it* X 
need not tell you that we have our hands full here with 
all kinds of problems. 

Cordially and faithfully yours, 

Enclosures; 
Press Conference; 
Clipping. 

ApM: GSM:VNG 


