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CORYFI DENTLIAL Hovenber 9, 1944,

Lear Normani

I have to “@i&f to the Lepartpent's scoret telee
gram lio, 1958 of lovewber g, L peliey b0 my vonflidential
letthrs t.-,,, JOu of ngvyeuoer b, 7, ;,..mn.; -:'; to my des ”u‘ucﬁ..\
Noe 21,242 of Lovember 7 and my despatoeh N v-'l,g,;; of
Rovember 8; and to my secret telegrams Ko. 1399 of
l\l()v n.LbI’ 7’ 3 l)‘zéi.’ BIG A»D. lm»»h, (¥3 Bl © w ;‘)géfuo.

as well as to the appended despatoh '?\; I have Jjust
ulc”:.r.ﬁac., transmitting the memorendum whiecl
handed me last evening.

After Padills had ealled me to the Forelgn Uffice

last evening and after I got back to the Lnbassy it
was alreedy past nine o'oclock weshington time, 1 there-
fore forwarded my telegram No. 1404 of liovember 8, 8 p.u.
1 called the watch offi cer in the Secretary's office
and got ire Flood on the t%l%pho&ﬁ. 1 told him that
1 had Just left the Forelgn linister, who had handed
me a memorandum on the Argentine whioch he had delivered
to the Ambassadors of Brazil, Uruguay, and Cuba that
day, asnd which he wes golng to hand to the other Jhi@l"

kission of the imerlican Republics today, with the
exception of the Argentine., ‘I said th: 16 "wnnﬁquum
followed the mein lines of the he had ¢
to the Department, and which the
me on the evenling of Hovember 6.
tell you that this sction on the
gane as & great surprise to ue,
to you at i k*: dictating a telegram at tiu
whiol sach the Uepartment during the course
the ﬂi Pt and that he was to tell the Code Clerk to
see t“at it was decoded during the night so aas to be
on your desk the first thing this morning. 1 suggested
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Lo Flood

The Honorable
Rorman Armour,
Departusnt of State,
shington, J, U,
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to Flood that you might went to talk to me over the
telephone thils morning.

1 have Just completed dictating the appended
despatoh whieoh 1 thought I had better make pretty
ocomplete, and in view of the feot that it 1s so cou-
plete I will not go into detall in this letter,

1 know that you all will be &2 much surprised
a8 1 was over this initiative on Fadllla's part in
golng ahead and suggesting to the other American coune
tries a meeting, without walting for our reply. 1
do not think, however, thnat this indicates any bad
falth on the part of Fadllla, Frenkly, I think he
he doesn't think, although he has not seld so, that
we have handled thiles Jrgentine matter toc well, for
he thinks, I belleve, that we have talked Lo much
and not done enough. He thinks too that we have said
too much publiely and not enough ourselves and through
the other ameriocasn Hepublies privately to the argentlne,
Whether we like to aseccept it or npot, my own impression
is, from what 1 have gathered during the laet few nonths,
that this is more or less the feelling of cther American
repuklios,

Then too there ls this definite feeling that ale-
though they are fully oonselious that we have consulted
with them, we have been so definitely oerrylng the
ball, and while they know that we have had to carry
the ball because some of them were alfrald to and
others could not, they still do not like 1%,

1 belleve that in s good many of the other Amer-
ican republics they have been walting for somecne to
take s sound initiative among the Ameriocan republies,
Various cnes have tried 1t, but they were not in a
position to do so0, Uruguay made the last try, bLut
she 183 a country under pressures and too close to the
Argentine, and therefore her try was certalnly not
in the right direction and could not have been success=-
ful, :

i am convinced that Fadlille feels that the time
has come for an initistive to be taken with respect
to & meeting, and for certaln aotion, and that he be-
lieves that kKexlioo ieg in the best position to take
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forward and strong action and that he has therefore
decided to take the ball and carry it,

he memorandum w&iah is transmitted with the ap=-
pended despeteh and which by the end of today will be
in the hands of all of *uc lLatin American Chiefs of
Eission in Kexlco City, other than the Argentine, is,
1 belleve, & very sound one., 1t is & very carefully
prepared one, It is prepared with the thought of
meeting the objective, and certainly provides every
safeguard, It is a very effective move, It is, in
my opinion, golng to be welcomed in every one of the
Latin American republies, I thlnk we might as well
make up our minds to that, It is what they hed been
looking for, Ve have far more hope of success when
one of them is currying the ball than with our carry-
ing it.

I was naturally surprised and somewhat shoocked
when Padilla, without any explanation, told me las
evening What he had done and was deing, but I think
he put it to me in that way 80 as to save me and ug
frorm any embarrassment, He is siumply geoing abead on
his own, 1 think that hes Lany advantages, iy own
feeling is, after a full night's reflection, that we
ghould welcome this rather than resent it and t%-t wWe
should help him in every way we can, but again I say
what 1 have sald in my letters of November 7 and 8,
ve should really let him carry the ball, and mhile
ivihi him our support, should remain in the baok~

i think what all of us are golng to keep

the objective we are alter, and the ob=

8¢ ivvortant that we have zot to let a

g5 be secondury to the objeotive, Ve
sacrifics any principle, and we oun't do any=-
ng whieh would not glve every acuuritg for the
uie, but we uunamg let any really secondary con=-
deration stand in ¢ way of our approving and golag
ong with and uAuiﬁ; g sound initiative,
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1 have not had muc sinege 1 got back herse
on the alternocn oi “o e 5, and 4 doubt whether
Padilla has, 1 think i profoundly affeocted by
the importance of this situstion, and I know that he
has been working more actively sloce my return than
he has probably at any period since 1 have been in
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Kéxloo, While it would have been nlcer in some ways
if he had at least told us what he was goling before

he did it, the more 1 think of it the more I am of the
opinion that he did it 20 as not to embarrass us, and
it is pretty clear that he is proceeding completely on
his own initistive as he believes that this gives
grecter chance of suecess all slong the line

1 recommend sgain that we glve his Inltistive our
full support and that we don't waste time 1n doing so.
He will undoubtedly see the cther lLsatin ;merican Chlefls
of bilsd on today, except the /rgentine, to give them thils
memorandug, This mesns that by the evenlng of Koven-
ber 10 all of the governments of Latin America and
ourselves will have thls nemorandum, on whieh Fadilla
has asked for ocomment, Of course the Argentine will
know about 1t too because there isn't any doubt that
some of these Chlefs of Mission herse in Mexleo City snd
gome of the forelgn offlicers of the other American ree-
publies keep the Argentine informed of these moves,
but 1 think thaet that is e&ll to the good in view of
the substance of Padilla's nmemorsndum, 1t is certainly
strong and, in my oplnion, effective,
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Cordialiy and faithfully
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Copy of deapatch,




