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.. September, 1955 Ed. 5315 

THE SCHOOL SYSTEM OF DELAWARE 

1744' - Fir~:t st.s.te aid.' Ratified allconveyanc9::J of lands and houses for 
educ~t1onal purposes. 

1772 - Lot of land in New Castle County assigned for a school • 

. ~ 1792 General Assembly passed the first Act for the establishment of public 
schools and placed marriage and tavern license fees in a school fund. lJhen 
sufficient in size, shares ~ the Farmers Bank were to be bought. 

1817 - The incomew.s first used in 1817 when $1,000.00 ~s 
to furnish instruction to children of poor parents. 
Poor Children's Fund and wae not received very well. 

given to each Count,y 
This was called the 

1829 - Governor Polk in his message advised the establishment of it pouine 
system of public education. 

',Tllard Hall, born in !'1assachusetts in 1780, came to Dover in 180). He 
became Secretary of State in Delaware and encouraE,ed the pf'ople to enact 
the Free School Law of 1829. Hall has been called the father of public 
educ",tion in Delaware. 

18Z9 School Code - Provisions ,f~s<-' 1.;:'..3 
1. Division of State into school districts. 
2 •. Annual school meetings.: .. 
3. Zlection and duties of-,clerks and ccmmissioners. It.}-? 
4- Set up st&te aid -- All the clear income of the school fund 

appo~ioned among the school districts, but each had to 
raise' an equal amount. 

5. Schools open first Monday' in November and continue a8 long 
as funds were available. 

6. Corporations formed to hold school properq. ;. .. ~ 
7 .. :::ach district ne.ru.ed a:'1d numbered; l.- ~ 

8. Set up county superintendents and defined their duties. 
9. Repealed all former Acts - the Poor Children's Fund. 

1830 A.'llen1ed so no district could raise more than~300~ 

1835. 

1'837 -

.. :. :01 

,_t; , 

133 school districts - New Castl~~f@.; Kent 36; s1J.ssex~36. Districts'" 
>Jere unwilling to tax themselves for schools a.nd-t~e _schools were very 

........... ' ~'~-----poor. 
'"~. 

Stlite lottery for QIC><rjOOO; of wh1ch$25,OOOwas for schools:-

:!:alance in Uni ted States Treasury distri wted tostate~. Dela",-are 
rc~ceived about ~286,OOO which wes set up in the school fund. This and 
t.,.:; old fund no'W'~ost whol1ylnvested in Farmers-,Eank stock with a vtU.ue 
of ".bout ~,_~O;OOQ> and an annual income of$75,GC6: t .. ;- tJ'"T'O 

t €I q~;-I1]) '2- t=',~~~ 7. f'69, ,y"b r Us 'ffu1 ,/./ 
. ;'[ace it compuj.sory for school. commi ttees each year t'o Tevy and assess in 

'J3.(:;" school district ..,. ~75 in New Castle; $.100 in Kent; $)0 in Sus sax and 
'iii th the vote of the people up the $400 more to operate and $500 for 
o.!.ildinf,s and repairs. 
IH?ORTANT -in that i_tdeclared thatet'.ch child should be edl,.lcated and 
c,:,'",-:: not ce denied by a vote of the people, . 
r:.:; ~ .. l-rement oT eq;...w.l fU!lds frar.ld:i strict :r.odi 1"1ed sotta t en 1j- $25.00 
was required. 
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1375 - ;:',up;lemcnt to Law of 1829 

1879 -

1886 -

1. State, Superintendent aJ.~rointed by the liovernor. 
~. State Board of Education - President of Delaware Colloge , 

Secretary of State, State Auditor, and State Superintendent. 
3. Teachers had to h&ve certific&tes issued by the State 

Superintendent. 
4. Revenue same, except th8.t Sussex County required to raise 

$60 instead of $30. 

State fuperintendent to issue three 
First Grade for three years 
Second Grade for two years 
Third Gracie for one year 

kinds of certificates -

Also Temporary permits .... 
"-I. 

'\ 

Spent $246,000; 635 teachers; 422 districts; 562 schools; 29,421 
enrolled; average salary per tonth $32.40. 

ISS7 - State Superintendent abolished 
County SUperintendents appointed Qr the Governo~. 
Provide tor teacher examinations and certlfic~tts. 
Reports of the County Superintendents to the State' Board of 

Education and of the state Board to the Governor. 
Teacher insUtutes provided. 
Each C~t1 ~perintendent paid $1,000.00. 

EDUCATION OF COLORED 

1866 - 3 schools in Wilmington, 2 in Camden, 1 in Odessa and 1 in Newport. 
Supported by private sooietiea and organizations and what the parents 
could pay. 

1875 - Act passed pro'Yid1ng for taxing colored people for the support of their 
schools. This only raised one-third and the colored people bad to raise 
the balance personally. 

1881 
lSS3 -
1891 -

Leg181ature a~ria ted $2 ,400 
5,000 Centrol and supervision given to 
9,000 County SUperinteldents 

In 1876 there were 29 schools and 1,197 enrolled. 

to 1919- Slight changes 

1919 - Nel-' School Code 
1. State Board of Ji'JiucaUon - 5 members appointed by the Governor. 
2. County Boards. All schools, except Special Districts, which 

were Alexis, Newark, New Ct.stle, Caesar Rodney, Harrington, 
Dover, Milford, &tyma) Georgetown, Laurel, Le\ofe8, Seatord. 

3. Three m.ember boardseiected. 
4. FUrW.5 -CwntY' Boe.rd toeubnit budgets and raise fund. t3 to 

J6 capitatim, property tax balance, but not more tnan l~ ot 
assessed value. Al so levy for buildings. 

5. County Supet-irltendent8 and defined dut.les. 
6. Eoardf,) of Eciace.t100 in Spacial Districts. 3 elected by voters. 
7. Doe.rde of School 'l'rustoes- in other di$tricts. 3 elected. 
8. Teachers' certific&tes - teachers' eiaminations. 
9. Teachers' salaries. 

. , 
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10. RuleE of school attendance. 
11. Aid for high schools. 
12. State Trea.surer trustee of school fu.."lds. 
13. State support - Cost of department and summer schools 

Teachers salaries - On certificate from $450 to $800 
14. Elementary - incame from school fund 

High School- 1/2 salary of teachers 
1/4 salary of sup~rintendent 
to ~,400 for first class high school 

1,600 for second class· 
'l'hi:.. cost too much and some districts could not raid the amount required so 

- Amended to provide given income from school fund and all t~ proceeds from 
an income tax. 
Also, appropriated t490,OOO from State Treasury for operation and 
$50,000 fGr transportation. 

1921 - Repealed 
1-
2. 
3. 

all of 1920 Code and 

4· 
5. 

6. 

State Board of four appointed b.1 the uovernor - 5 year terms. 
Stat£ Superintendent for Commissioner. 
Boards of Trustees - 3 elected who prepared budgets approved 
by the State Board. 
Boards of &iuc(.tivn - 3 elected - iJit:ltrict Superintendent. 
All property outside of special districts pluced under the 
control of the Sth. te BOE.rd - change fran county boards. 
State support - 25¢ on real and personal property Changed 
Income from school fund method of support for 
Personal income tax hiGh school to not more 
Corporstion anu franchise tax than ~lOO per pupil and 
Filinb fee of ~3.00 gave $100,000 to care for 

excess of co,·t~ of small H. Schools 
Elementary aid on the basis of U0t enrolblE:mt, a.d.a, number 
and qualificetions of teachers, and gratie and etands.rd of 
school Wildings. 

Oth9r provisions about the same - .::>ince then U.e major changes 
have been: 

Strte 3upport - 1921 to 1929 -
1929 to 1930 -
1931 to 1933 -

Same as above 
Basio of net enr01lr..ent Gf previou~ year - ~ 
~90 Gr:.,Lles 10-12 
$82.50 Grades 7-9 
Balance g~des 1-6 on enrollment $'2 

1933 to 1935 - $81 Grades 10-12 
$74.25 Grades 7-9';'111"" 
P'~l,f:1nce [:rn.dcs 1-(;, on enrolll:lf'nt ;', ~\ 
ApFropri<- tion for kindurg1irtens - only for 2 y~ 'S. 

).935 to i'"J41 - &:'r.l(? t:.ls.n ' 
/1941 to194<r= -one rt"ild - on basis of clhssificc:tion of 

A all di2tricts - one t8Rcher and lurger 
1949 Prec('nt salary and unit plan 

. S~lary schedules introducod in 1947-48. Thi& helped to 
the }ilan . 

·f 
. ~,~.('. i Y~·;E:..r .. ~ th.frt," \-,·')re rr..al-:·.'" ~-:.r~(,~ibl ~ids - S2.:~Hr:,·'- inCr(;!l;;~.~, 8'3.; ~t.:ll 

~.~11~rnV8 t'!1tS J hi :-1j~ :-:d""rC~~ ~-::ti 1. • ;.=:n ~lnd T1~~-:W Luiljillt-~~~ 
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1929-1935 an approprintlon to the State Bo~rd for distribution 
1936-1941 Very small amounts and for projects 

Later building progrc..ms set up in the Legislature. 

School Fund - 1928 - Proper~ tax reduced to 15¢ - taken off in 1930 
1928 - Filing fee taken off . 

State Board 

Local Boards 

Othor sources 'With varying rates remained the same 
until the one fund amendment in 1941 

ade ex-officio 
'" 

11 appointed qy the resident judge - 4 members 
Elected in Kent and Sussex 
Elected Claymont 

ected Middletown 

, , 

.. cte~ in 1108e Hill and N,w Ca:;;t1e Special jrr. c'.hr S 
~-....:;~ ___ '-~ - ~/'f A... ~~l u.uAl}/~ 

Wilmington has its own school code which bee been changed by- the r 
Legislature in regard to its Board. It shares as do the other 
districts in funds and receives them on the same basis. 

(i)' 
.~ 

I~ 
Many minor changes have been ma.de by Legislatures. 

CONSTITUTION 
General Assembly 

state Board of lducation 

bame of these are: 

i ~ 
S~te Department of Public Instruction 

!Ulm1ngton Board of Education 
6 members appointed 

, ,. President 
rt} Superintendent 

Operates under separate 
Code 

I 

T~t(.l Boc.rd hembers ~ 
Total Boards .... 

SCIDOL DISTRICTS 
Special Districts 

Board of Education 
4 members appointed 

or elected 
President' 
Superintendent-Sec. of 
Board 

15 special districts 

STATE BOARD UNIT DISTRICTS 
Board of SChool Trustees 
4 members elected or 

appointed 
Chairman 
Clerk-may be principal 

1 Teacher ..,. Ii 
2 Teacher ~ (~ 
3 Teacher .T .,... 

.' 

t I II 1 •• " '_~> 
.' , ~. 

Combined for ap.proPria~i 
'1/ . 

4 or more "7~ *11 
~~~ 

f" Conrad .. ".. '- ..... m 

7 c,x:.~h~n;ve (3) 

Elected e Hi , 

-:J.-
~~~, 
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