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AN RICAN CONSULAZ
Berlin, Germeny, Aoril 6, ! 933,

Heporting further cases of the molesity
of American e¢litlisens. \

I have the honor to refer to my deapsteches Hos.
1184 and 1187 of dereh 14 end 1212 of Hereh 31, 18533,
in which I reported attaecks upon or molestation of
imericen eltizens by persons wearing the uniform of
the S.,4., and now have to transmit herewith effidevits
executed st this ﬁongmiﬁte Jenersl and at the Consulate
gt Ureslau, covering further e¢ases, For the convenioence

of the Department a brief resume of these cases ip given.

Lilie fteinmlauf-Dlutinger, an Mmericaen eitizen

domiciled in Berlin and who conduets a hadr-dressing
establisiment, was vislted on the evening of 4Aoril &

at about 7 ofcloek by two persons in Hotional ‘ocialist
uniform who asked where her husbend wes. 5She states
thaet fearing for hle 1ife, her husband who is evidently
not an Amerdcsn eitizen, had left on pril 2 for Holland.
m Tuesdsy, April 4, thwee persons in Hational Seclslist
uniform ceme to her home again asiking for her husbend
and she told them that he had left the country.

Hotiecing several bundles of bedding whieh had been

gotten




gotten together by her as she was preparing to leave
the eountry, they cut these bundles open to secarch
for noney. They took possession of her passport and
slso her poecketbook whieh they returned after telking
out 30 marks. They left with her a paper indleating
that she would be able to get the passport retuwrned
through the Polizeil Preesidium. At 8:45 that evening
one of the men roturned, requesting a small smount of
money for a few glasses of beer and saying that if
she would give him the money he would talk with the
leader of the S.A. group and have him telephone to
the Polizel Fraesidium so that she could get her
pasaport back. She ldentifiea the man to whom she
gave the money as one "Hers"., At 5:18 o'eloek on the
moraing of Aril 5, a pereon in NHotional Seoelaslist
uniform came to her house and told her that she was

arrested. With him was & former employee of her

hairdressing establisimemt, They asked thet the haire

dreasing establisiment be turned over to them by her,
whieh she refused to do, snd two police offisers were
ealled who took her to the Folliece Presideney in Berlin
where she was told that she had been arrested for
snmagsling money out of the eountry. The poliece
questioned the 5.4, man and her former employee as to
vhat proof they had that she had been smuggling money
out of the ecountry, to whiech they replied that they
had none. The police then allowed her to go. The
men in Hetiomal | ocielist uniform who was responsible

for her being token to the poliee statiom by the




police, then apologized saying that he wes not responsible
for the affalr.

Bernard S. Lustig, the bearer of a Departmental
passport end who has been in Germany since 19530,
gtates that on Saturday, April 1, 1633, he was in
& resteurant where his passport wss demanded by
seversl men in 5.4, uniform. "hen they notleed that
his CGermarn vise expired on Apepil 1, 1933, he was de-
tained in the restaurant awalting the arrivel of a man

who waee not in uniform but whoe scemed to be an suthority

and who wes intoxicated. Hr. Lustipg wae later taken

to the nearest police stetion accompanied by four men
in & .4A. uniform, where he was questioned, his papers
examined and his oockets emptied, and he was placed

in & cell where he was kept until sbout 4 o'cloeck om
the morning of April 2. He was then taken in a patrol
wagon to the Police ‘residency where he remained until
noon, April 3, and when asked to be allowed to use the
telephone, nermission was denied. He states that in
the Police Presideney he wes confined in a large

cellar compartment with about B0 other »eople of whom
the majority anpeared to be members of the criminsl
class. About 10 ofclock on the morning of April 3

he was brought before a police official and was reo-
leased towards noon as there were no charges against
him and he was advised to immediately take the necessary
steps to have his Oerman visa extended. le stetes that
upon return of his personal effecte, Ril, 2.40 were

dedusted for his "upkeep® while in the “olice reaideney,

and




and a paper to this effect waa glven him,

Louis Zamuel Chase, the besrer of an Amerilcan
pascport lssued by the Department, has been in Derlin
sinece Hovember, 1932 and has been studying medicine
at the University of Derlin. on “eturdey, April 1,
he was walking slong the Iurfuerstendamm with his g ster
and several friends, his sister also being an /imerican.
At 3otelock in the sftermoon he stopped to teke & phwoto-
raph when a man in the Stahlhelm uniform told him he was
not to teke a vhotograph whieh Hr. Chase then 4id not
d0. He was snnoyed by this man fupther, and a group
of men In 8.4, and tahlhelm uniform colls cted., After
further annoyance he was placed under arrest by these
ment and taken first to an S.4. hesdquarters and
threatened with a beating. After questioning and
improper treatment, Ir. Chase was relessed., Ilils story
is substentisted by his sister, Eleanor Chasze, an
imerican citizen, and whose substantiating affidavit
is glsc trensmitted herevith. The story is further
supported by the affidavit of Semuel Somers, an imeriean
citizen, = fellow medical student at the University of
berlin, which affidavit is alsc transaitted herewith,

dersch Roth, & naturalized Americsn eitizen,
bearer of a Departments) passport, stated thast he

to Derlin on HMareh 29, 1833 to look after some of

private business and thet on April 3 two men, one

polieceman and one in civilian clothes, appeared at the

house where he is living with his unele and asked where

he




he was, Hies sunt replied that he would call at the
police stetion as soon as he returned home, whiech he
d1d, going to the stetion at Josty “trasse 3 where he
wae asked varilous questions particularly with respect
to the rent of the houses whieh he owms in DBerlin.
The police officlal asked why he insisted on getting
his woney so quiekly whereupon Mr. Roth said that he
never asked for rents before they are due., e was
hereupon sllowed to go and when lie returned to the
home of his uncle where he 1is staying, he found two
men at the door, wesring the “tahlhelm emblem, one of
whom he has identified as one of his tenants. These
men took him to the poliece station where he was sgain
questioned as to his rents. The police offielal in
charge accordiing to Hr, Roth, trested him very con-
glderstely and when the “tahlhelm people wanted to take
him eway by foree, the police offlelal advised him to
remain until the Stehlhelm members had left the police
station.

The affidavits executed by the ebove mentioned
imerican cltizens have been sent with a covering
letter to the Foliszel Praesidium in Berlin with the
request theat an appropriate investigation be made snd
that the Consulate Cenersl be informed as to the

specifie aetion which has been taken by the suthorities

in ench case in arresting and giving sprropriaste punisghe

ment to the persons who molested thess American eitizens.

There




Theres is also trensmitted herewith an affldavit

executel by Charlie “chockner, & naturallzed imeriecen

citizen who 1s the bearer of a Departmentel passport
and who temporarily resides with his perents at
Ratibor, Upper “ilesia. This affidevit was executed
befor: the Consul at Breslau but as 1%t has the appesr-
gnce of covering e coffee~house bLrawl, the Consulate
ot Breslau hes informed this Consulate General thet

it has teken no copnizance of the ineident further
than to take Mr. “choelmerts afidavit. The Consulate

-”

Ceneral belleves thet as Mr. Jchoelkner is a professional
boxer without employment hepre and without apperent
meang of support and that as he had already been
notifled by the Cerman aut orities thet he must

depart from Ratibor within eight days, the Consulate

at Dreslan was correct in not taking up thie case

with the Gorman authorities and it iz not the ntention
of the Consulate General opr of the Consulete at Dreslaun
to teke any further setion on this case or to ald Hr.
~chockner in remaining im Germany.

There have come to the attention of the Consulate
jeneral, five cases of Amerlcans who have been placed
under arrest, kept in confinement for various periods -
in every case under 36 hours - and refused permission
by the poliee to cormmunieate with the Consul. Iy,
Charles ludge and lr. irthur Isquith in Breslau, lr.
Van Buren in Dresden, snd iy, lorris &. Sonders and

ir. exender Adler in Berlin, are the Americens in

question.




gquestion. There is transmitted herewith an affidavit
executed by ly. Mudge and Mr. Isquith before the Consul -
at Ireslsw, and there are also transmitted herevith the
copies of the fidavite executed by lr. Sonders and lir.
Adler et the Consulate Cenersl st “erlin., An affidavit
in the case of lr, Van Duren is belng executed in the
Consvlate General at Dresden and will be transmitted to
the Department later when 1t may be received by this
office. As in these five caszes the police refused
permisaion to these imericans to communicste with the
imerican Consulates, I brought these cases to the attention
of the Fmbassy whieh immediately made the neceassary
reprecsentations to the Forelgn Uffice. There are en-
elosed herewith with this despateh, coples of my letters
of April 6, 1533 to the Pmbassy, in which a resume of

he ecircumstances in the five cases is glwen, so

no further details are being reeclted in this despatch.

It is signifieant to note from the cases sbove
recited end from the circumstances set forth in the
eppended affidavits, that there is the elosest cooperation
between the men in S.,A. uniform and the police. The mere

wers
fact thet jmericsns/brought before the police by men in

Sede uniform, was sufflicient even hough these men in

Sehe uniform did not have the armband showing that they

were satharlzed "Hilfspoliszel™. There is curious
divieion of authority - or rether duplicetion of suthority -
whieh it may be 4iffieult for the Department bb eppreciate

but which iz becoming mﬂré and more apparent to the

of ficere




offieers of our Coverpment in Germany. There ls first
of all in Cermany the Govermment machinery ineluding
police as it heretofore existed, which is now however
golely and eompletely under the control of the Lotional
“gelalist Farty. There is in addition the Hetioneld
feelalist Party with its very complete organisstion and
with ite wniformed men to exerelse its authority. It is
gt times difficult to determine whether the authority
1ies with the Government or with the Party; but there is
inereasing evidence that the Farty organigetion iz the
controlling feetor. The Consulete General in Berlin
iz handling seversal other gases which 1t has taken up
#1th the regularly constituted authorities and through
the regular channels, but on whiech it cannot get eny
action from the regul arly constituted suthoritids as
the 5. A. orgenizstion refuses to permit the action to
be teken which the suthorities wish to take, on the
ground thet there would be & loss of prestige by the
‘e A This clrcumsiance is merely reelted to show
to the Department the difficulties vhich the Consulate

General experiences in gotting protection snd adequate

satliafaction in matters affecting imericen eitisens. It

is poesible thet this situ tion is temporgry and it is

obvious that 1t eanymnot definitely continue.

Respectiully yours,

800 - GOMsP Georze :.lessersmith,

Inclosurest dmerican Consul Ceneral.
fonles of affidavits of':
L4lie Steimlauf-Blutinger; Bermard ©. Lustigs
Louls ©. Chasej Yleanor Chasej;Samuel somerss
dersch Rothy Charles Mud e and Arthar Isguith;
Horris L. "onders; iAlesander Adler.

Coples of two letters to lmbassy.




