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Vienna, September 5, 1955. 

Raymond II. Geis t , Esq. , 
American Consulate Genera 1, 

Ber l in , Germany. 

Dear Geist : 

The other day there wao In to aee me a quite 
well informed person here i n Austria who said tha t 
he had recently had an opportunity t o examine some 
German school books which have been put i n to use 
since the National Social 1st Government came into 
power. You wi l l remenfeer t h a t several years ago 
a l ready there was a movement towards the rev is ion 
of various school books to be used in Germany, with 
the idea that t h i s was an important port of the 
program towards educating the young people of 
Germany into National Soc ia l i s t doctrine and to 
give i t the background of European problems in 
general which the movement des i r e s i t to have. 
I t is , of oourse, a very important mat ter , and, 
as i t appears that a good deal of progress has been 
made in ge t t ing out these books and in put t ing them 
into use, pa r t i cu l a r l y i n t h e f i e lds of h i s tory and 
geography, i t la not improbable that i t would be 
In t e r e s t i ng to get some of these books and send 
them to the Department. 

You know tha t the Soviet Government has done 
very much the same th ing , and some of i t s t e x t books 
are published in English, as well as i n Russian. 
They are on sale in the Soviet bookshop in New York 
Gity, but before that I know tha t the Eastern European 
Division of the Department had been much in te res t ed 
in ge t t i ng copies of these t e x t books* 

Perhaps t h i s is a matter which has already received 
a t t e n t i o n in Berl in , but I hope you w i l l not mind my 
mentioning that i f none of these books have been sent 
t o the Department ye t , they would undoubtedly be of 
i n t e r e s t . The German text books, of course , have, I 
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am su re , not appeared in any other language and 
probably wi l l no t , but the German t e x t s , with 
t r ans l a t i on* or resumes of i n t e r e s t i ng and s igni f icant 
p a r t s , would undoubtedly be i n t e r e s t i n g a t home. 
National Socialism i s a movement of youth, and we 
know what importanca t h e Party lays on taw bui lding 
up of the background i t des i res among the young 
people of Germany* AS t h i s i s a problem which, in 
my opinion, i t as important • if not more so • as 
the immediate p o l i t i c a l f a c t o r s , i t may be worth 
while giving thought to sending soae of these t e x t 
books t o the Department with appropriate comment* 

I hope you do not mind my making t h i s suggestion, 
but I thought t h a t i t might be i n t e r e s t i n g , although 
I am incl ined t o bel ieve that the matter may already 
have received a t t e n t i o n . 

With a l l good wishes, 

Gordially yours, 


