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Berlin, March 18, 1926 

Dear George: 

In my letter of March 16 I got off to you a pre­

liminary response, so-to-epeak, to your three helpful 

and interesting letters - two of February 34 and one of 

February 25. X said that I would have to go into 

certain of the questions a little further. This I am 

now better prepared to do in respect of one of the 

points raised, i.e., the proposed visits of Hemmen 

and Aschmann to the United States. 

I myself do not believe .that the Germans consider 

that the prospects of a trade treaty with us are in 

any degree favorable. I believe that they perceive all 

the obstacles, perhaps impoasibilities, and tha;t they 

have no illusiona whatsoever. X have read over 

Prentiss* telegram Ho. 64 of February 14, 5 p.m., and 

likewise have discussed the matter with him. Xt 

seems to me that that telegram just about desoribea 
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the German attitude in this matter. While naturally 

having the thought far baok in their heads that, if 

a trade treaty matter should ever reaoh the stage of 

conversations, Hemmen might he a good man to undertake 

them and that he would Indeed he hotter prepared to 

undertake them after a closer acquaintance with the 

American soene, I am inclined to believe that the 

primary purpose of Hemmen's visit was a study, as of 

value and interest to the German Government, of the 

general American economio and commercial set-up, i.e., 

being interested in trade with, or without, a treaty. 

I believe that they would like to have first-hand 

knowledge on this subject, quite aside from any 

immediate possibilities respecting a trade agreement. 

Incidentally, Wiehl told Prentiss that the German 

Economics Ministry sinoe its reorganization under 

Goring had more money at its disposal for the oonduot 

of studies and the cost of travel incidental thereto. 

They thus thought that they might "take advantage" of 

that oiroumstanoe by sending Hemmen over to see what 

he oould find out for himself in the United States. 

I really think that that is all there is to it. 

Furthermore, as stated in the Embassy's telegram So. 98 

of Maroh 8, 6 p.m., there now seems to be less 

probability 
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p robab i l i t y of Hemmen's going a t a l l , a t l e a s t in the 

immediate fu tu re . 

As was reported in the Embassy's 54, the quest ion 

of Aschmann18 going seems now to he e n t i r e l y off* 

Whether the reason for h i s giving up the t r i p was tha t 

he was "too "busy here** i s something which of course may 

or may not , be t r u e . This i s simply what we were t o l d . 

I dounot have to t e l l you how muoh has been sa id in 

reoent o f f i c i a l pronouncements whioh would ind ioa te the 

oonoern of the German Government over aooounts r e spec t ­

ing Germany in the in t e rna t iona l p r e s s . I t i s a matter 

in whioh the German Government is undoubtedly very 

deeply i n t e r e s t e d and whioh, a s we said in one of our 

te legrams, unquestionably p lays a ro le in inf luencing 

German po l ioy . Although t h e i r publ ic statements have 

ohief ly had to do wi th the B r i t i s h p r e s s , the Germans 

a re undoubtedly very muoh i n t e r e s t e d a lso in the 

American press.. Thus I th ink i t may be presumed t h a t 

there ex i s t ed a t one time a thought of sending Asohmann 

to explore the mat te r . At' l e a s t , t h a t i s the way i t 

looks to us he re . 

There i s in add i t ion never the less the very i n t e r ­

e s t ing point whioh you bring up in your l e t t e r of 

February 
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February 24 in whioh you suggest tha t the idea of send­

ing Asohmann might he to explore the p o s s i b i l i t y of 

fur ther ing German propaganda in the United S t a t e s , and 

you go on to say tha t there are ind ica t ions of an 

1nor eased number of under-oover agents a r r i v i n g from 

Germany to oonduot suoh propaganda. That i s a phase of 

the matter on whioh, a s you w i l l read i ly understand, i t 

i s qui te impossible t o get any information from t h i s end, 

a t l e a s t without something more de f in i t e to go on. I 

would thus be very much in t e r e s t ed to have you send me 

conf iden t i a l ly anything de f in i t e which you may be able 

to obtain on t h i s . s c o r e . 

Thanking you again for your generous help and for 

keeping me so wel l informed, I am, 
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