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Berlin, March 18, 1938

Dear George:

In my letter of iarch 16 1 got of{f to you a pre-
liminary response, so-to-speak, to your three helpful
and interesting letters - two of February 24 and one of
February 25. I said that I would have to gd into
certain of the qQuestions a little further. Tais I am

"how better prepared to do in respect of ome of the
points raised, i.e., the proposed visits of Hemmen
and Aschmann to the United States.

I myself do not believe that the Germans consider
that the prospects of a trade treaty with us are in
any degree favorable. I believe that they perceive allmv:
the obstacles, perhaps impossibilities, and that they
have no illusions whatsoever. I have read over
Prentiss' telegram No. 64 of Eebruary 14, 5 p.m., and
likewise have discussed the matter with him. It
seoms to me that that telegram Jjust about desoribed
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the Gorman attitude in this m&tter.‘ While naturally
'having the thought far back in their heads that, 1if
a trade treaty matter should ever reaoh‘the stage of
conversations, Hemmen might be a good man t0 undertake
them and that he would indeed be better prepared to
undertake them after a closer acquaintance with the
Amorican sgene, I am inglined to belleve that the
primary purpose of Homuen's viecit was a study, as of
value and intorest to the German Government, of the
general American economic and commercial set-up, i.e.,
being interested in trade with, or without, a treaty.
I believe that they would like to have first-hand

knowledge on this subject, quite aside froa any

immediate possibilities respecting a trade agraement;
Incidentally, Wiehl told Prentiss that the German
Econoamics Miniétry‘einoe its reorganizaéion under
GOring had more money at its disposal for the conduct
of studies and the cost of travel incidental thereto.
They thue thought that they might "take advantage" of
that circumstance by sending Hemmen over to see what

he could £ind out for himeelf ia the United Statos.

I really think that that is all there 1s to it. .
Furthermore, as atatéd in the Embassy's telegram No. 98

of March 8, 6 p.m., there now seems to be‘leae»

probabdility
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probability of Hemmen's going at all, at least in the

immed iate future,

As was reported in the Embassy's 54, the question

of Aschmann's going seems now to be entirely off.,
~Whether the reason for his giving up the trip was that
‘\. he was "t00 busy here" is something which of course may,
 or may not, bve true. Thisiia silunply what we were told.
I dounot have to tell you how muoch has been gaid in
’reoent official pronouncemsnts which would indiocate the
concern of the Germanr Government over acocounts respect-
ing Germany in the international press. It 48 a matter
in vhioch the German Government is undoubtedly very
deeply interested and which, as we sald in one of our
telegrams, unquestionably pléya‘a role in influencing
German policy. Although their public statements have
ﬁ chiefly had to do with the British press, the Germans
"are undoubtedly very much interested also in the
American press. Thus I think it may be presumed %that
there existed at one time & thought of sending Aschmann
to explore the matter. At least, that is the way it
looks to us here.
There is in addition nevertheless the very inter-
esting point which you bring‘up in your letter of

February
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February 24 in which you suggest that the idea of send-
ing Asohmann might be to explore the possibility of
fur thering German propaganda in the United States, and
you g0 on to say that there are indiocations of an

inoreased number of under-cover agents arriving from

Germany to oconduct suoh propaganda. That is a phase of
fhe matter on whioh, as you will'readily understand, 1t
is quite iapossible to get any information from this end,
at least without something more definite to go on. 1
‘would thus be very much interested to have you send me
confidentially anything definite mhich'you may ve able -
to obtain on this score.

Thanking you again for your generous help and for
keeping me 80 well informed, I am,

as always,

B




