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May 12, 19 

My dear fr iend: 

I wrote you under date of May 9 and at t ha t time I had not 
had ax opportunity t o read Hoffman,s book, "Peace Can Be Won", 
which you were good enough to send me. The heavy cold which I 
have had has pers is ted and has kept time in bed for some dayg longer 
than I an t ic ipa ted , and X hare been able t o catch up with a good 
many th ings . 

I had the opportunity of reading th i s morning Hoffman's book, 
and while he s t a tes in the foreword tha t he is sore responsible for 
the program se t for th ra ther than for the t ex t of the book, X am 
inclined to think tha t a good par t of the wri t ing may be h is as 
well* I read the book with a good deal of i n t e r e s t , for while I 
do not know Hoffman personally, I have known of him a t a business 
man for years and have always been somewhat curious concerning him. 
X must say tha t on the whole my reading of t h i s book has strengthened 
my good opinion of him, but i t s t i l l leaves me in doubt as the 
degree to which complete confidence may be placed i n h i t p o l i t i c a l 
judgments. X think his book is rea l ly an excellent piece of work 
and he i s able to think on broader l inos and has a sounder appre
ciat ion of some of the najor problems than I had believed ho had. 
X find myself so ful ly in agreement with most of the things which 
he says, but with several major ideas he se ts forth X eould not 
gp along. 

In the l a s t paragraph on Page 57 he wishes to place too much 
respons ib i l i ty and power and to give too much scope to the pro-
posed "Overseas Economic Administration". I am quite sure tha t 
his recommendation i s made in a l l good f a i t h , but X am equally 
confident, out of my long experience in government, tha t l a prac
t i c e i t wouldn't work out . The offset of h i s recommendation 
would rea l ly be t o plaoe the whole donduct of our foreign r e l a t ions , 
and in faot the formulation of qmr foreign pol icy, in such "Overseas 
Economic Administratis**, and whatever may be the weaknesses in the 
present State Department, Mr. Hoffman's solution would not correct 
the s i t ua t ion . (L-t *-t^wr»*^» it •] 

I road with par t i cu la r i n t e r e s t the chapter on "Can We Win?" 
and pa r t i cu la r ly the paragraphs in the f i r s t column on Page 8i+. 
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the Soviet Republics and behind the Iron Curtain than I have and than 
I belief* we can have. The only guide that wd haw in the a* things 
is experience, And the lessons of experience lead us to conclusions 
which are the complete opposite of those of Mr. Hoffman. I here no 
confidence whatever in internal events in Soviet Russia removing 
the menace which it is to the world. It is possible that such a 
thing as disintegration or oollapse could take place in Soviet Russia 
bat we cannot reckon on that. To do So would be te disregard all the 
lessons of experience. That is why that thinking is dangerous, and 
that idea of course colors a good deal of Mr* Hoffman's thinking on 
what we should do all along the line. 

I think it is important for us to know what Mr. Hoffman thinks, 
because he is undoubtedly a brilliant and capable man who is render* 
ing and is capable of rendering great public service. John Poster 
Dulles is a r%ry good friend of mine and a man of great understanding 
and competence and in international matters has more experience and 
greater knowledge than Mr. Hoffman. % confidence in the ultimate 
judgment of Dulles in some respects concerning the world situation 
with which we are faoed has always seen tempered by the knowledge 
that he is a deeply religious man, and while he is in no sense a 
pacifist, he has a greater confidence in the good instincts of 
human beings than my experience permits me to have. I know that there 
are many good people In the world, hut I know that there are more people 
who are selfish and ruthless. 

In other words, my experience in these matters for so many years 
has made me a complete realist so far as action is concerned, while 
I remain just as much of an idealist as those who would call me a 
ruthless realist. 

I appreciate very much your sending as this copy of Hoffman's 
book. I am sure on the whole it will he a very useful contribu
tion to thinking in our country, and the fact that the material is 
printed and presented in the way it is and in such compact form 
will, I hope, assure it a wide reading. 

With all good wishes to you and your wife from us both, 

Cordially and faithfully yours, 


