December 18, 1953

Dear Charles:

I have your letter of December 15 stating that Mr, Heineman
has communicated to you my letter of December 3 to E, 4, Graydon,
together with its enclosures, I note that you have sent a copy
of your letter of December 15 tc me under acknowledgemant to
iir, Helneman, Mr, Brosens and ¥r, 5, A, Graydoen,

I note from your letter that 1t was vou who took up thils
matter of the Service Contract and Mexican taxation with Sir
Ashley Cooper and Sir Eeprnhard Binder in Londen, I 4id not and
do not think anything was to be zained by this matter heing
taken up with Sir Ashley Coover and Sir Eernhard Rirnder, 28 the
problem involved in your reference of this matter to them aprar-
ently was nrineinallv from the noint of view of Mexrican taxetlion
on which Sir Ashley Cooner and Sir Bernhard Rinder, commetent and
well informed men as they ars, could not be expected to have gn
adeguate spacific knowledge which would be helnful, You know
that the matter of the conftract and of Mexicen taxeation in con-
nection therewith had beer under dlscussion for a lons time eand
had besn examined repeatedly by ecounsel and other offlcers of
Sof'ina and by offlcers and counsel of the cormrany in Fexico City
and in Toronto, as well as by competent people in New York, My
one interest in the letter of 3Sir Bernhard Rinder to me, with
which he sent me a memorardum expressing an ovninion, was that I
have very high regard for Sir RPernhard Binder and hils competence
and I did not think it was gnite fair to brins him into this
matter,

As 1 undersitand we should be able to close this meatter of
the Service (ontract hefore the end of the wvenr on & hesgsis which

is matually satisfaebtory tc Sofina and to the company, I do not

t any useful purpose wounld be served by me going Into
the matter [urther in this latter.
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Sincerely yours,

George S, Messersmith

Charles K, Wilmers, Esq.,
Sofina,
38, rue de Naples,
Brussels, 3Belgium,




