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JOUR·NAL 
OF' THE 

House of Repres.entatives. 

FirstDay--Tuesday, January 5, 1897. 

At a session of the General Assembly of the State of Dela~ 
ware, convened and held at Dover, onTuesday, the fifth{5) day 
of J anuarJ iti the year ofour Lord one thousand eight hundred 
a11d ninety-seven, and of the independence of the United States 
of America, the one hundred and twenty:.first. 

Messrs. John T. Dickey, Charles G. Dempsey, Robert Mc
Cullough, David K. Donaldson, WilliamB. McCoy, James B. 
Taylor and]. Frank Eliason, of New Castle County; and 

Benjamin A. Hazell, William R. Davis, Leander S. Hopkins, 
Charles M. Adams, James A. Martin and Joseph H. Hopkins, of 
Kent County; and · · · 

Emory B .. Riggin, Matt Ford Short, Asbury Smith,.Thomas 
Johnson, Elisha C. Dukes, Isaac N. Whitney· and John C. 
Thompson, of Sussex County, appear.ed and took their seats. 

Robert H .. Wilson, ·Representative-elect from East Dover 
Hundred, Kent County,on account of sickness, did not appear. 

Representative-elect John T; Dickey, of New Castle County, 
called the House to order. 
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. The names of the gentlemen who had, taken their seats were 
called, all.of vvhom answered to their names. · 

Mr. Dickey, .who had called the House to order, stated that 
. a motion to elect a Speaker pro tempofe was in order. 

Whereupon Mr. Short moved that Mr. Dickey be elected·· 
Speaker pro tempore, 

Which motion Prevailed. 

On .motion of. Mr. Dempsey, George Vil .. Spicer,.Jr., was 
elected Clerkprn tempore. 

On motion of Mr. Riggin, the returns of the election for Rep'
resentatives ofthe several counties, were read, as follows: 

.. · By the r:etm·n$ of the officers of New Castle County, ap
pointed by faw:Judges ofElectio11,it appeared that on Tuesday 
next after the first Monday in the month of Nove'tnber la~t, at 
the several and respective places specified by law for 11.olding the 
elections in. ancl. for.said county, the following persons were . 
chosen to represent the said county in the House of Represe11ta7 · 
tives.of the State of Delaware, to wit: 

. . ' ,· : ' ' ·, ' ·.··. ·',, ' . 

John. T. Dickey, Charles G, Dempsey, Robert McCullough; 
David K. Donaldson, William B. McCoy,James·B.Taylor.ancl 
J; Frank Eliason, Esquires. 

' . . . 

By the returris of the officers of Kent County, appointedby 
law Judges of the Election, it appearedthat on Tuesday next 

. after the first Monday in the month of November last, at the. 
· several and ·respective places specified by law, for holding the < 

elections in and for said county, the following persons were 
. chosen to represent the said county in the House of Representa
tives of the State of Delaware, to wit: 

Benjamin A. Hazell, William R. Davis,. Robert H. Wilson, 
Leander S .. Hopkins, Charles M. Adams,} ames A. Martin and 

Joseph H. Hopkins 1 Esquires. 
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By the returns ofthe officers of Sessex County, appointed by 
law Judges of the Election, it appeared that on Tuesday next. 
after the first Monday in the month of November last, at the 
several and respective places specified by law for holding the 
elections in and for said county, the following persons .were 
chosen to represent the said county in the House of Representa
tives of the State of Delaware, to wit: 

Emory K Riggin, Matt Ford Short, Asbury Smith, Thomas 
Johnson, Elisha C. Dukes; Isaac_ N. Whitney and John C. 
Thompson, Esquires, · · 

Mr, Donaldson rrioved that the House proceed to elect; by 
ballot; a permanent Speaker, · · · 

Which motion Prevailed. 

Mr.· Donaldson. placed in nomination Mr. Emory' B. Riggin, 
of Sussex County. · · 

On motionthe.nominatibns closed. 

Mr. Hazell movedthattwo tellers be appointed, 

Which motion . Prevailed, 

Whereupon Messrs. Smith and Donaldson were appointed 
· tellers. 

Upon the ballots being counted it appeared that Emory B. 
Riggin had received aJl the votes cast, being nineteen, · · 

Whereupon Emory B. Riggin was declared to be .duly elected 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

. . . 
Mr. Donaldson movedthata .committee of two.be appointed 

to inform Mr. Riggin of his election and to conduct him to the 
chair, · · · 

Which motion Prevailed, 
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\iVhereupcm Messrs. Donaldson and Short were appoint~d 
'said committee. ' 

Mr. R1ggin, Speaker.ceiect, was conducted to the chair by 
Messrs. Donaldsonand Short and addressed the House as fol-
lows: ' . ' . '. 

Fellow Representatives: 

We, have met here to~day for a common purpose; that pur
pose I hope isto legislate for the best interest of our whole peo
ple, and I must say to you, gentlemen, that it affords me great · 
pleas ti.re to rise in my place to express. to you my gratitude for 
the honor which you have this day conferred upon me in elec,t
ing me Speaker of the House of R,epresentatives of Delaware. 

· · My mind is fully cognizant of the fact that there are greatre-' 
sponsibilities restin:g upon, this officer, which I shall endeavor 
to.discharge to the best of my ability. 

I am-in common with the -rest of·mankind-liable to en\ 
though I can safely assure you that if I fail to measure up to 
your expectations it will be a mistake of the head, not of the 
~~' . 

In looking over this assembly I see before ine gentlemen from 
different associatioi1s of life,; who are .. representat1ve men of 
different localities, men in whom their constituents have placed 
the utmost confidence, And will you please pardon me.when I 
say that I trust our legislation will be marked by a careful di~-
crimination against all projects of doubtful i..1tility. · 

Ihope ·110 one dotibts that we ~ill weigh carefully aU matters 
presented to us, rejecting the bad and holding to the good, .and 
thus merit the respect .and confidence of our entire people. who 
Iain sure will watch with e·arnest eye the deliberations .of this 
General Assembly. .That we will be faithful to the trust confided 
to us, I have no doubt · 

n is my earnest desire that the record ofthis se'ssion of the 
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General Assembly may not be blurred, but that if may be a mark 
and shining light to future generations. · 

Agafo thanking you, lam now ready to complete the organi
zation,· also to proceed with other business. 

The S1:>eaker and members-elect were then qualified actord
ing to the Constitution and laws of the State of Delaware, aml 
the act of Congress entitled "An act to regulate the time and 
ma11.rier of administering certain oaths,'' as appears by the fol
lowing certificates, to wit: 

' - . . ~ 

I, John T. Dickey, a member of the House of Representa~ 
tives of the State of. _Delaware, from New Casde. (~aunty,. do 
hereby certify that Emory B. Riggin, a· member-elect of the 
House of Representatives, _frotn Sussex County, WclS;· previous 
to entering upon · any other business, and taking · his seat as 
Speaker, duly sworn by me, on the Holy Evangels of Almighty 
God, to sitpport the Constitution of the United St:ates, to sup
port the Constitution of the. State of Delaware,. and, to perform 
his duties as a member of the Gene_ral. Assembly of said, State 
with· fidelity. · 

And I; Emory B.Riggin, Speaker of the House o~ Represen
tatives of the State of· Delaware, do hereby certify that John T. 
"Dickey,·Charles G. Dempsey,·Robert McCullough, David K. 
Donaldson, .William B. McCoy, James· B. Taylor and J. Fra.nk 

, Eliason, of New Castle County; and Benjamin A. Hazdl, Wil
liamR. Davis, Leander S. Hopkins,. Charles M. Adams; James 
A. Martin and Joseph H. Hopkins, ofKent County; and Matt 
FordShort, Asbury Smith, Thomas Johnson, Elisha C. Pukes, 
Isaac N. Whitney and John C. Thompson, of Sussex County, 

·· n'iembers-elect of the House of Repi:-esentativ'es, were, previous 
to taking their seats, respectively sworn or affirmed by me' to 
support the Constitutio,n of the United States, to support the 
Constitution of the State of Delaware, and to perform their 

· duties as members of the General Assembly of said State with 
fidelity. · 
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Witness our hauds, this fifth clay of. January, in the year of our 
· Lord one thousand eight hundred and ninety-seven. 

JOHN T. DICKEY, 

EMORY B. RIGGIN. 

Mr. Dickey moved that the House proceed to election of a 
Clerk; by ballot, 

Which rriotion Prevailed. 

Mr. Dickey placed in nomination George W. Spicer, Jr., of · 
New. Castle County. 

On motion the nominations were closed. 

Mr. Short moved that two tellers be appointed, 

Which motion Prevailed. 

Whereupon Messrs. Short and McCullough were appo'inted 
by the Speaker as such tellers. · 

Upon tlie ballots being counted it appeared that George W. 
Spicer,Ji.·., had received nineteen votes, 

Whereupon George W. Spicer, Jr., was declared to be duly 
elected Clerk of ·the House .of Representatives. 

Mr. George W. Spicer, Jr., Clerk-elect, being introduced, was 
duly qualified by the Speaker and took his seat at the Clerk's 
desk · 

On motion of Mr. Dickey the House proceeded to the elec
tion of a Sergeant-at-Arms. 

Mr. Dickey nominated W. B. Haz~l, of Kent County. 

On motion the. nominations were closed. 
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Tellers were.,app()inted, and on the ballots being com~ted it 
tppeared thatV{. B. Hazel had received the eighteenvotes cast, 

. . . . 

\tVhereupon Mr. Hazel was , declared duly elected S~rgeant~ 
at-Arms of the. Rous~ .of R~presentatives. • 

.Mr. Hazel was introduced,· duly qualified and ~ntered upon 
~~~ .. . 

On rhotion of Mr. Dickey·theHouse proceeded to'the. elec~ 
tion of a Reading Clerk. · 

. . . . 

. l\fr. Dickey nominated C. W ... Kern, of Sussex County .. 

No othef nominations; 

Mr. DickeJmoved that Mr. Kem be electedby acclamation, 

,vhich motion Prevailed. 

Mr. Kem was dedare.d duly elected, was introduced, quali
fied, and took. his seat at the Clerk's desk. 

]\fr. Donaldson movedthatthe'I-Iouse proceed to elect anEn: 
rolling Clerk, 

. .: . . 

Which motion was withdrawn temporarily. 
. . ' . ' ' . . 

. . . 

On motion of Mr. Dickey, Rev. I-I. G. G. Vincent tvas elected 
Chaplain of the House by acclamation; 

On motion, Messrs; Smith, Davis and Dempsey were a:p..: 
pointed a committee to r1otify Rev. Vincent of the action of the 
House. · 

The Chaplain was introduced by the committ~e;·. 

On motion of.Mt; Hazell, ClarenceM:Goltwas elected page 
by acclamation, and being i11troduced,, entered i..1pon the duties 
of the office. 
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The Speaker presented the petition of Woodward. W. Cheairs, 
of New Castle County, with sundry other papers, contesting the 
seat of John T. Dickey in the House, 

Which, on motion of Mr. Donaldson, was react as follows: .. 
To the Honorable, · the House of Representa:tives of the State 

of Delaware: 

The petition of the undersigned respectfully represents that · 
aithe general election, held in the County of New Castle, on the· 
third day of November last past, for the purpose of choosing, 
amo11g otherofficers, seven Representatives of the General As
sembly for said county, the following persons were returned and 
certified to as elected to your honorable body from s.aid co~nty, 
viz: John T. Dickey, Robert McCullough, Charles G. Demp
sey, David K. Donaldson, WilliamB. McCoy,.James T. Taylor, 
and J. Frank Eliason; that by the returns of said election com
puti:!d and. certified to by the Board of Canvass for said county, 
which met on November the fifth, last past, John T. Dickey was 
declared to have. received 10,016 votes, and Woodward Vv. 
Cheairs was declared to have received 9,698 votes, .the said John 
T. Dickey having a majority according to such returns and 

· computation, over the said Woodward W. Cheairs, of 318 votes. 

That the returns of said election were false and incorrect for 
the reasons stated in the specifications accompanying this .peti
tion which your petitioner prays may be taken to be a part of 
this petition; 

Wherefore, in fact, the said Woodward vV. Cheairs had a ma
jority of the. legal votes over the said John T. Dickey for the 

· said office of Representative in the General Assembly, and was 
duly elected thereto, 

Your petitioner;therefor_e, contesting the election of the said 
John T. Dickey, as Representative to the General Assembly 
from said county, respectfully prays thatthis petition and com
plaint may be heard and determined by your honorable body, 
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and such, order and ·decision made and entered therein. as·,may 
be deemed lawful, right, and just by your honorable body. 

WOODWARD W. CHEAIRS.· 

. .. · . · Wilmington, Del., Dec. 2, 1896. 
John T. Dickey, Esq., . . .·· . . 

. Dear Sir.:.· You a.re hereby notified that I shall contest your 
election to the office of Representative in the General Assembly · 
from New.Castle County, at the coming regular session of.that' 
body, which will meet on the first Tuesday inJanuary, A. D., 
1897. 

\i\TOODW ARD W. CHEAIRS. 

STATE OF DELAWARE, l 
NEW CASTLE CouN'rY, J ss. 

Before me, the subscriber, a Notary Public for. the. State of 
Delaware, personally.appeared Edward G. Cook, who, having. 
been duly sworn on oath deposes and says th,aLthe foregoirig 
notice is a true and correct copy of a notice which he served 
on thesaid John T. Dickey, personally, on the second day of 
Decembe(A. D:, 1896. ·· · · · · 

EDWARD G. COOK. · 

Sworn and subscribed to before me this second dav of De-
cember, A. D., 1896. · · 

HOWELLS. ENGLAND, 

Notary Public. 

Wilmington,· Dela ware. 
John T; Dickey,.·Esq., 

Dear Sir: I herew,ith submit to you the several grounds and 
specifications upon which I shaH contest your election as Rei,-, 
resentatiye in the General Assembly from New Castle Coun~y, 
Delaware, as returned by the Board of Canvass of said county, 
which met atthe Countv Court House of said county on ·No
vember 5th, A. D., 1896: to canvass the returns of the election 
held in said county on Tuesday, November 3rd, A. D., 18g6. 
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First: Thal: the returns,· certificates, or statements of the re
sult of said election, as canvassed by saicl Board of Canvass, 
were not the true and correct returns of the result of said elec
tion, but were false, in that, the number of votes returned as cast . 
at said election for John T. Dick~y for the office of Representa
tive in the General Assembly was increased over the actual num-

. ber of votes cast.for the said John T. Dickey for the said office, 
and the nmriber of votes returned as cast for Woodward VI. 
Cheairs, for the said office, wasdecreased from the actual num: 
ber of votes cast forthe said Woodward vV. Cheairs, for the said 
office, so that, on account of the false rehlrns, certificates, or 
statements of the result of said election as. canvassed by said 
Board of Canvass, the returns of the result of said election show 
a greater number of votes castin said county for the said John 
T. Dickey, for the said office, than were cast in said count)' for 
the said Woodward W. Cheairs, for said office; whereas, the· 
true and correctreturns Of the said election in said county, for 
the dffice aforesaid, willshow a greater ni.1mber of votes castfor. 
the said Woodward W. Cheairs, for the said office, than were 
,cast for the saidJohnT. Dickey, for the said office. · · . . 

Second: That the returns, certificates, or statement of the 
result of the said election for the office aforesaid, held in the 

Third election district of the First .ward, 

Fourth election district of the Second ward, , 

Fifth election district of the Fifth ward, 

Second election district of the Third ward, 

Third election district of the Third ward; 

Fifth election district of the Fourth ward, 

Fourth election district of the Sixth ward, 

Second election district of the Seventh ward, 
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First election district of the Eighth ward; 

Fourth election district of the Eighth ward, 

Sixth. ~lection district of the Eighth ward, 

Third election district of the Tenth ward, 

all in the City: of \i\Tilmington, and county aforesaid, as can.
vassed by said .Board of Canvass, were not true and correct re
turns ofthe result of said election for the office aforesaid, held . 
in the aforesaid election districts, but were false, iri that, the 
number: of :votes returried as cast i:n said ele.ction districts afsaid 
election,.for John T.Dickey, for the office aforesaid, was in
creased over the actual number of votes cast for the said John T. 
Dickey, for the said office; and the number of votes returned as 
cast in said election districts at the said election for Woodward 
W, Cheairs, for the office aforesaid, was decreased from the act
ual number of votes cast for the said Woodward W. Cheain,, · 
for the said office. · · 

Third: That the return, certificate, or statement of the result 
of said election for the office aforesaid, held in the Third election ·· 
district of .the First ward, in the· City. of Wilmington, in· the· 
county aforesaid, as· canvassed by said Board of Canvass, was 
not a true and correct retm:n of the result of said election for the 
office aforesaid, held in the aforesaid election districts but was 
false, in that, the number of votes returned as cast for John T. 
Dickey for the 'office aforesaid, was increased over the actual 
number of votes cast for·the said John T. Dickey; for said office, 
and the number of votes returned as cast for Woodward 'vV. 
Cheairs at· the said· election for the· said office, in the .. district 
aforesaid, was decreased from the actual number of votes. cast 
for the said Woodward W. Cheairs, for the said office, in tlh: 
manner following, to wit: The return, certificate, or statement 
as canvassed by said Board of Canvass,for said election district,· 
at said election .shows the number of votes cast for John T. 
Dickey, for the said office, to be one hundred and thirty-five 
votes, while the actual numher of votes cast .for the said John T. 
Dickey, in said district at· said election was one hundred and 
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.twenty-four votes, and the return) certificate; or statement-as 
canvassed by said Board of Canvass, for said election district, 
at said election, shows the number of votes cast for Woodward 
V,/. Cheairs, for said office, to be one hundred and fourteen 
votes, while the actual number of votes cast for the said Wood
ward vV. Cheairs, for the said office, was one hundred and 
twenty-four votes . 

. Fourth: That the return, certificate, or ·statement of the re- . 
sult.ofsaid election for the office aforesaid, held in the Fourth 
election district of the Second ward, in the City of Wilmington, 
iii the county aforesaid, as canvassed by said Board of Canvass, 
was not a true and correct return of the result of said electior1 
for the office aforesaid, held in the aforesaid election district, but 
was false, in that, the number of votes returned as cast for John 
T. Dickey for the office aforesaid, was increased over the actua.l 
number of votes cast for the said John T, Dickey, for saicl office, 
and the number of votes return eel as cast for \Vooclward W. 
Cheairs at the said election, for the said office in the district 
aforesaid, was decreased from the actual number of votes cast 
for the said Woodward W. Cheairs, for the said office, in the 
manner following, to wit: The return, certificate, or statement 
as canvassed by said Board of Canvass, for said election district 
at said election, .shows the number of votes. cast for John T. 
Dickey, for the said office, to be seventy-seven votes, while the 
actual number of votes cast for the said John T .. Dickey, in said. 
district at said election, was fifty-seven votes, and the return, 
certificate, or statement as canvassed by said Board of Canvass, 
for said election district, at said election, shows the number of 
votes cast for Woodward W. Cheairs, for the said office, to be 
thirty-six votes, while the actual number of votes cast for the. 
said Woodward \V. Cheairs., for the said office, was fifty-six 
votes. 

Fifth: That the return, . certificate, or statement of the. result 
of said election for the office aforesaid, held in the fifth election 
district of the Second ward, in the City of \iVilmington, in the' 
county aforesaid, as canvassed by said Board of Canvass, was 
not a true and correct return of the result of said election for the 
office aforesaid, held in the aforesaid election district,· but\'vas. 
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'f~lse, in t)~;i,t, the number of votes returned as cast for John tr, 
I)ic~ey, fpr· the offiie aforesaid, was increas,ed civer the ad~1~.1. 
11mnber of.votes cast forthe said John T. Dickey for said qffic.e, 
arid.the immber of vat.es r.eturned as cast for Woodward w: 
c':r~llirs a:t the said election for thesaid office in the district 
afo~es,aid, was deci-easeq fr.on1 th,e actual munber of votes cast 
for. the said Woochvarcl vV. Cheairs for the said office~ in. the 
manner following, to wit: The return, certificate, or' statement 
as canyassed bv said Board of C,mvass, for sa,icl election dis
trict, 'at s.~id dectibn, shows tl~e'.m1n~berof yot~~ casf forJbhtJ 
T.Dic.key for the said office to be one hundred and ninety votes, 
wllil,e the actuaf immber of votes castfor the saidJohn T. Dfokey. 
i11 said distr}ct at said election ~vas. one hundred a,nd fifty-qne 
vo,tes, arid th'e return, certi,ficate, or statei:ne,nt as ,ca~nrassed by· 
s.:,i,id Board of Canvass, for said e.lection district; at said election, 
shows the, number of votes castfor Wood,vard W. Cheairs for 
siid office tc/ be one fnmdrecl ,and thirtyvotes~ while ,the actual 
mimber, ofvotes cast for the said Woodward W. Cheairs for the · 
Sf:li{office W~S one hunqr.~d atip fifty votes. . . . 

Sixth:. That the return, certificate, or statement of the result 
of;said election· for the office aforesaid, held· in· th.e. Second elec-

, tiori. district of the Third ward, in the City of Wilm.ingtqn, in_ 
the· coi.inty aforesaid,: as• carrvassed by said Board· of Canya_ss,. 
was not a true and correct return of the result of said eledioll 
for the office aforesaid, held in the aforesaid election district, but 
was false, in that, the number ·of :votes returned as cast forJtim 
T. Dickey for tlie office aforesaid, was fr1creasecf over the actual 
mimber of vcites castJor the saidjohn T; Dickey for said office, 

· and:the · number of votes returned as cast· for, Woodward W'. · 
Cheairs at. the .said·. electi~n, for the said office, in, the district 
aforesaid, w'as decreased from the actual number of votes cast , 
for' the said Woodward w·. Cheairs for the said: office/ in the 
manner following, to wit: : The return, certificate, or· statement 
as canvassed by said Board.of Canvass:, for said ·election district, 
at sai'cfelection, shows· the number: of votes' cast for: John T. 
Dickey for the said ·office' to' be: one hundred artd ,rtinety-'nine 

. votes·, ,vhile the actual: n timber of votes ca'st for the :said J'oliri T. 
IDickev in said district :at said '.election was one hunctred and 

. ~2H1 ·, ~: . . . " 
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eigth-nine votes, and the return, certificate, or statement as can
vassed by said Board of Canvass, for said election district, at 
aaid election, shows the number of votes cast for Vv oodward vV. 
Ch.eairs for said office .to be one hundred and seventy-eight 
votes, while the actual number of votes cast for the said \Vood
ward W. Cheairs for the said office was one hundred and eighty
eight votes. 

Seventh: That the return, certificate, or statement of the re
sult of said election for the office aforesaid, held in the Third 
elec(ion district of theThird ward, in the City of Wilmington, 
in the countyaforesaid,' as canvassed by said Board of Canvass, 
was not a true and correct return of the result of said election 
for the office aforesaid, held in the aforesaid election district, 
but was false, in that; the number of votes returned as cast for 
John T. Dickey for the office aforesaid, was increased over the 
actual number of votes cast for the sc1idJohn T. Dickey.for said 
office, in the manner following, to wit: The return, certificate, 
or statement as canvassed by said Board of Canvass, for said 
election district, at said election, shows the number of votes cast 
for John T. Dickey for the. said office to be one hundred and six
teen, votes,. while the actual number. of votes. cast. for the s.aid 
John T. Dickey in said district at said election was one hundred 
and six votes. 

·Eighth: .That the return, certificate, or statement of the re
sult of said election for the office aforesaid, held in the fifth elec
tion district of the Fourth ward, in the City of Wilmington, in 
t\J.e county aforesaid, as canvassed by said Board of Canvass, 
was not a true and correct return of the result of said election 
for the office aforesaid, held in the aforesaid election . district, 
but was false, in that, the number of votes returned as cast for 
John.T. Dickey.for the·officeaforesaid, was increased overthe· 
actual number of votes cast for the said JohnT. Dickey for said 
office, in the manner following, to wit: Thereturn, certificate, 
or statement, as canvassed by said Board of Canvass, for said 
election district,atsaid election, shows the number of votes cast 
for John T. Dickey for the said office to be two hundred and 
eight votes, while the actual number of votes cast for the said 



JohnT. Dickey in said district, at said election was two hun-
ared votes. • . . . 

Ninth: Thatthe return, certificate, or statement of die result 
of said election for the office afoi;esaid, held in the Fourth elec
tion district of the Sixth ward, in the City of Wilmington, in the 
county aforesaid, as canvassed by said· Board of Canvass, was 
not a true and correct return of the result of said election for the 
office aforesaid, held in the aforesaid election district, but was 
false, in that, the number of votes cast for the said John T. 
Dickey for the office aforesaid, was increased over the actual 
niunber of votes cast for the sai.d John T. Dickey for said office, 
in, the manner following, to wit: The retm:n, certificate, or 
statement as canvassed by said Board of Canvass, for said elec
tion district, at said election, shows the number of vot<>s cast for 
John T. DickeJ for the said office to be one hundred and seven 
votes, while the actual number of. votes cast for the said J oh11 T. 
Dickey in .said district at said .election was eighty-four votes, 
and the return, certificate, or statement as canvassed by said 
Board of Canvass, for. said election district, at· said election, 
shows the number of votes cast for .Woodward vV. Cheairs for 
said office to be sixty-one votes, while the actual number of: 
votes cast for.the said Woodward W. Cheairs for the said office 
was. eighty-four votes. 

Tenth: Th~t the return, certificate, or stateme1~t of the. re
sult of sai<l election for the office aforesaid, held in the Second 
election district of the Seventh ward, int he City of Wilmington, 

. in the county aforesaid, as canvassed by said Board of Canvass, 
was not a true· an:d correct return of the result of said election 
for the office aforesaid, held in the aforesaid election district, .but 
was false, in that,the number of votes returned a's cast for John 
T. Dickey for the office aforesaid, ,vas increased over the actual · 
number of votes. cast for. the said'] ohn T, Dickey for .said office, 
andthe.number.of .votes returned as cast·for Woodward W. 
Cheairs· at the said :election for the said office in the district 
aforesaid, was decreased from the. actual number of .votes cast 
forthe said Woodward W; Cheairs for.the said:office in the man··. 
ner following, to wit: The return, certificate, or statement as 
canvassed .by .said Board ·of Canvass, for ·said.election district;· 

' . ' - . -, 
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at said election; shows the. number of votes cast for John T. 
Dickey for the said office to be eighty-five votes, whilethe actual 
number of votes cast fqrthe said,J ol}n T. Dickey it1 sai<:J district 
at said election was sixty-five. votes, .and the return, certificate, 
or statement as canvass·ed by said Board of Canvass, for said 
election districtatsaid election, shows the m1mber of votescagt 
for Vf oci<l,vard Vv. Cheairs for said officeto be forty-five votes, 
while the actual number of votes casHor the said \i\Toodward 
\i\T. Cheairs Jar. the said office was. sixty-five votes. 

Eleventh: That the return, certificate, or statement of the re
sult of said election for the office aforesaid, held in. the First elec* 
tion · district of the Eighth ward, in_ the City of Wilmington, in 
the county aforesaid, as canvassed by said Board of Canvass, 
was not a true and correct return of the result of said election 
for the office aforesaid, held in . the aforesaid election district, 
but was false, in that, the number of votes returned as .cast for 
John T. Dickey for the office aforesaid, wasincreased over the 
actual number_ of votes cast for the said John T. Dickey for 
said office, in the manner following, to wit: The return, certifi,: 
cate, or_ statement as cahvassed by said Board of Canvass, for 
said election district, at said election, shows_ the number of votes 
cast for John T. Dickey for.the said office to beo_ne hundred and 
nineteen votes, while the actual number of votes cast for the said 
John T. Dickey in said district, at. said eledion was one hundr.ed 
a11d. thirteen votes. 

Twelfth: Thatthe retur,n, certifi.cate, or stateme~t of the re
sult.of said_ ele_dion for the office aforesaid, held in the Fourth 
election, district oft.he Eighth ward; iflthe City' of. Wilmington, 
in the county afor:esaid, as canvassed by said Board of.Canvass, 
was not a friie. and correct return of the result of said election 
fort.he' offl_ce aforesaiq., h,eld in the. afore'saiq. election di~tric(but 
waff~lse; in that, the'numberofvcitesieturnedas ~astfor John 
T.'J)ickey for.the qffic~ aforesaid, was increased overthe actual 
number of votes cast for the saidJ ohn T. Dick:ey for said office, 
artdthe number of votes returnedas cast for Woodward W. 
Cheairs at the said elei:tion for the ~aid office in the district 
afore~aidwa,s d~cr~ased from the a.ctt1al numI?er of. vote.s cast for• 
the said W obdward W; Cheairs for the said office in the manner 



fo11pwing; to \vit: The retuhi, certificate, or stafement as can
vassecl by s·aid Board of Canvass, for said election district, ·tit 
said electiori,. shows the11umber of votes· cast for John T. 
Dickey for the said office to be eighty-four. votes; while the act
ual number of votes cast for the said John T. Dickey in said 
district at said election was seventy-four votes, and the return, 
certificate, or statement as canvassed by said Board of Canvass, 
. for said electio11 district, at said election, shows the number of 
votes cast· for Woodward W. Cheairs for said office to be 
seventy-three votes, while the actual number of votes cast for 
the said "\i\Tooclward \V. Cheairs for the said office was seventy
eight votes: 

Thirteenth: That the return, certificate, or. statement of. the 
result of said election for the office aforesaid, held in the Sixth 
election district of the Eighth ward, in the City of Wilmington, 
in the county aforesaicl,as 'Canvassed by said Board of Canvass, 
was not a. true. and correct return of the result of said election 
for the office. aforesaid, held in the aforesaid election district, 
butwas false, in that, the number of votes returned as cast for 
John T. Dickey for the officeaforesaid, was increased. over the 
. actual number of votes cast for the said J ohnT. Dkkey for said· 

· office, ai1d the number of votes returned as cast for.Woodward 
W. Cheairs at the said election for the said office in the district 
aforesaid, was decreas~cl from the actual number of votes cast 
for the said vVoodwarcl \V. Cheairs for the ·said office 111 the 
manner following, to wit:. The return; certificate, or: statement 
as canvassed by said Board of Canvass, for said election district, 
at said election, shows the number ·or votes cast for John T. 
Dickey for the said office to be seventy votes, .while the.actual 
number of votes cast for the said John T. Dickey in saicl district 
at said election was fifty-one votes, and the retur11, certificate, 
or statement as canvassed by said Board ofCanvass,Jor said 
· election.district, at said eledion, sho:ws the number of votes cast 
:£01' Woodward \V. Cheairs for said office· to be thirty:cthree 
votes, while the.actual number of .votes cast for the said Wood"' 
· war:cl,W; .. Cheairs was fifty-two votes .. 

Fourteenth: Tl;at the rett'.irn, certificate, or statement of the 
result of said election for the office aforesaid, held in the Third 
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election district of the Tentlnvard, in the City of Winmington, 
in the county aforesaid, as canvassed by said Board of Canvass, 
was not a true and correct return of the result of said election for 
the office aforesaid, held in the aforesaid· election district, btit 
was false, in that, the. number of votes returned as cast for John. 
T. Dickey for the office aforesaid, was increased over the actual 
number pf votes cast for the said John T. Dickey for said office, 

· and the number of votes returned as cast fol:" Woodward W. 
Cheairs at the said election for the said office in the district afore
said, was decreased from the actual number of votes cast for the 
said ,i\Toodward ,i\T. Cheairs for the said office in the manner fol
lowing, to wit: The return, certificate, or statement as can-

. vassed by said Board of Canvass, for said election district, at 

. said election, shows the number of votes cast for John T. Dickey 
for the said office to be two hundred and sixtv-one votes, while 
the actual number of votes cast for the said John T. Dickey in 
sa.id district at said election was o6e hundred and ninety-one 
votes, and the return, certificate, or statement as canvassed bv 
said Board of Canvass, for said election 'district, at said election, 
shows the number of votes cast. for Woodward W. Cheairs for 
said office to be one hundred and eighty-six votes, .while the 
actual number of votes cast for the said Woodward W. Cheairs 
for the said office was one hundred and ninety-one votes. 

By his Attorney~, 

T. B. HEISEL, 
W. F. KURTZ. 

WOODWARD W. CHEAIRS. 

STATE OF. DELAWARE, 1. 
NEW CASTLE COUNTY, j ss. 

Personally appeared before· me, Sylvester D. Townsend, a 
Notary Public for. the State of Delaware, Woodward W. 
Cheairs, who, being by me duly sworn according to law, deposes 
and says that he verily believes that the grounds of objection as 
set forth in the foregoing specifications are substantially true. 

WOODWARD'W:CHEAIRS. 
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·.·.•Sworn to and subscribed before me this tenth day of Decem-
ber, A. D./1896. . . . 

SYLVESTER D. TOWNSEND, 

Notary Public. 

S. '.TA'l'J<~. o. J.!' DE.'LA··· \\.··,AUE, }Ss· 
NEW CAS'l'LE COUNTY, . . 

Before me, the su~scriber, a Notary Public fo1' the State of 
Delaware, personally.appeared; Howell S. England, who, hav
ing by me been duly affirmed according to la.w, deposes and 
· says that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of the specifi
cations which he left-at the residence of John T. Dickey, No. 
810 Van Buren street, in the city ofWilrnington, on the eleventh 

. day ofDecember, A. D., 1896, in the presence of Dickey, a son 
of the said John T: Dickey.. · · · 

HOWELL S. ENGLAND. 

Affirmed at~d sub~cribed before me this twelfth day of De-
cember, A. D., 1896. ·· · 

.EDWARDG.COOK,. 

Notary Public. 

On forther motion ofMr. Donaldson the Clerk was directed 
toi-eceive 'and file foregoing petition and acco'mpanying.papers, 
to be referred to the proper committee when here.after ap-
pointed by the Speaker. · · · · · 

Mr. Hazel ·Offered a res0Iutio1i, 

·which, on his motion, was read as follows: · 
. ' ' . . 

• .· Whereas; the 'petition oL\iVoodward W. Cl~eai;s; ,represents 
that he hacla majority over one J ohri T. Dickey, of the legal 
votes cast at an election for Representatives in the General As~ 
sembly from New .Castle County, .on November. 3r.d, last past, 
and that the returns olthe election for said office whereby said 
John T.Dickeywas declared to.have been elected to the office 
of Representative, were false and incorrect; therefore, 1 •• 
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Resolved, That a committee of seven members, the Speaker· 
being a member thereof, be appoii1ted by the Speaker of this. 
House to examine into the premises.and reportthereon. 

· Resolved,' That said committee shall .have full power to sum
mon witnesses, hear evidence, open ballot-boxes, inspect cer
tificates of the returns, recount the votes, and to adopt such 
methods and measures and take such action as it may deem 
necessary to ascertain the true and correct returns of said elec
tion and determine what is lawful, fafrand just in the premises, 
and make a report to this body on Tuesday, January r2th,A. D., 
1897. 

And, on further motion of Mr. Hazell, 

The r~solution was Adopted. 

The Speaker appointed as the committee in relation to the 
foregoing resolution, Messrs. Hazell, . Davis, Smith, Johnson, 
McCoy, andTaylor. · 

Mr. James vV. Ponder, attorney for John T. Dickey, asked, 
and 

On motion, obtained leave to present the answer of Mr. 
Dickey to the petitiori and contest ·of Woodward W. Cheairs, 

Which, on motion of Mr. Short, 

\i\Tas read as follows: 

\i\T oodward Vl. Cheairs, Esq., 

Dear Sir: Saving and reserving to myself any and all right 
of exception and objection.not herein expressly set forth to the 
informalities and imperfections in the paper left for me during 
my absence, purporting to be the grounds and specifications on 
which your purpose to contestmy election as Representative in 
the GeneralAssembly of the State of Delaware, from New Cas
tleCounty, I beg to state in myreply thereto, or so much there-
of a's at present seems proper; as follows: . . · ...• · . . . . .· 
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First: In reply. to the first specificatiofr as stated· in the said 
. paperleft at my residence, I beg to say that I, the contestee, 
· have no accurate or sufficient knowledge with respect to the 
matters. therein .alleged by you, but that ifthe same should be 

. true and correct I am advised that the same are insufficient in 
law to entitle you to my seat in the House. of Representatives 
of.the General .A.ssembly of this State, in that no allegation is 
made that the votes cast for me were not sufficient to entitle me to 
a seat therein, and furtherJ am informed and believe audthere
fore expressly allege and declare that the number .of votes cast 
for me legally and properly, and which were legally and proper-· 
ly counted, or should so have beei1, entitled me to a seat in the 
said Hotise of Representatives, I being one of the seven who 
received the highest number of votes in New Castle Cotinty at 
.the election held in said .county on N overi1ber third, A. D., r896, 
for the office of Representative in the said General Assembly 
from said county. · 

Second: In reply to the second allegation in said paper. pur
porting to be specifications and grounds upon which you will 
contest my seat, r beg to say that I' have no knowledge as to 
what the true and accurate returns from the· districts therein 
named were or what they should have been, and the same objec
tion as to insufficiency of this. allegation is alleged as to that 
herein before set out with regard to the first 

Third: Replying generally to the other. specifications and · 
. allegations in said paper purporting to be grounds for yourcon
:test, I beg to say that nowhere inany ofthemit is allegedthat 
.I, John T. Dickey, the contestee in the co11test which you pro-· 
pose to institute, did 11ot receive a sufficient number of votes to 

. entitle me to a seat in the. House of Representatives in the Gen
eral Assembly of the State of Delaware, from New C.astle 
County, and that the allegations therein contained might b;:: 
true, and nevertheless you, the said contestant, Woodward W. 
Cheairs, might not be entitled to 0\1S( rr1e from my seat to 
which I have been duly certified in accordance with law, and 
that while denying the allegations corihtined in ('.ach and all of 
the said specifications, because L have .. 110 knowledg·e which 
satisfies me of. their truth and accuracy, yet I particularly and 
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explicitly hereby declare that I was .one of.the .seven persons 
voted for for the office of Representative in the General As
sembly from New Castle County, who received the highest 
number of votes for said office at the general, election held on 
th:e 3rd day of November, A. D., 1896, and am therefore en
titled to a seat in the said House of Representatives from said 
county, and I expressly object and except to the allegations of 
the paper containing what purports to be your specifications 
or gro(1.nds okontest as insufficient to support a contest for my . 
seat in the ,said House of Representatives of the General As
sembly. 

Fourth: Answering further and generally each and every al
legation contained in the paper ptwporting to be the grounds 
and specifications ur.>on which you sa.y · you will contest my 
election as Representative, I beg to say as you well know that 
the confusion incident to the counting· and tabulation of the 
votes bythe Board of Canvass for New Castle County ~n the 
fifth and sixth days of November, A. D., 1896, was such thatit 
is impossible for me as weU as for you to determine or say ac
curately the exactnun\ber of votes which were cast for either of 
t1.s, or in fact for any one who was a candidate for the office of 
Representative in the General Assembly from New· Castle 
County, and that I am firn1ly convinced that a· proper courit of. 
the votes cast at· said election for me would show that I am e1i
titled to the seat to which my election has been properly certi·· 
fied, and while I greatly regret that there should be any uncer
tainty in your mind or in that of any one else concerning the re
sult as declared, yet I insist that I am entitled to said seat asa 
Representative from New Castle County in the House of Rep
resentatives ofthe General Assembly of the said State an.d be
Heve that a proper and legal determination ofthe matter will so 
~~. . . . 

S. TATE 0. F. DELAWARE, } SS 
NEW CASTLE COUNTY, . 

Personally appeared before me, P.eter L. Cooper, a Notary 
Public for the State of Delaware, John T. Dickey, who, being 
by me duly sworn according to law, deposes and says that he 
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verily beli'eves that the grounds of objection set forth in the 
foregoing specifications· or document' are substantially true . 

. JOHN T .. DICKEY. 
. . '. 

Sworn and subscribed before 111c this fourth clay ofJanuary, 
A. D., 1897. . 

PETER L COOPER, 
Notary Public. 

On further motion of Mr. Short the Clerk was directed to re,

ceive and file the ar1swer, to be referred with the accompanying 
papers concerning the case, to the committee appointed.· 

l\lfr .. Doherty, Clerk of the Senate, beii1g admitted, informed 
the House that the Senate had duly organizedby electing Mr. 
Hezekiah Harrington, Speaker and. Mr. Simon P. Doherty, 
Clerk, and was ready to proceed to business. 

Mr. Hazel offered a resolution, 

'Which, on his motion, was read as follows: 
. . . . . . . . 

Resolved, "That the rules agreed upon by the last House of 
Representatives be adopted as those governing the present 
House. until new rttl{'.S shall be· adopted,'' . · 

A,nd, on further ,motion of Mr. Hazell 

The resolution was Adopted. 

Mr. Smith moved that the Clerk inform the Senate that the 
House was regularly organized and was ready to proceed to 
business,• · · , · i , 

Which· ·motion Prevailed. 

Mr. Shortofferecl a joint resolution entitled 

"Joint. resolution informing the Governor that the two 
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Houses of the General Assembly were organized and ready to 
receive any communication he may see proper to make, 

Which, on his motion; was read, 

And, on his f1;1rther motion 
, I 

The joint resolution was Adopted. 

Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

The Speaker named Messrs .. Short, Dickey and Hazel as 
committee on part ofthe House. 

Mi:: Doherty, Clerk of the Senate, being admitted, informed 
the House that the Senate had concurred in the Joint resolution 
entitled 

"Joint resolution informing the Governor that the tvyo 
Houses of the General Assembly wer.e organized and ready to 
receive any communication he may see proper to make," · 

And that the Speaker had named Messrs. Fenimore and Pyle 
. · as committee on part of the Senate. 

Mr. Short, onbehalf of the committee tonotify the Governor, 
reported that they had awaited on His Excellency and that he 
would communicate with this body in a fe'w minutes. 

Hon. J. Harvey· Whiteman, Secretary of ·State, being ad
mitted, presented to the House a written communication from 
His Excellency, the Governor. He also informed 'the House 
that .he had delivered to the Seriate sundry other .documents 
with the request that that body deliver the same to the House . 

. Off motion of Mr. Short, the Governor's message was read: 



GOVERNOR'S 11.ESSAGE. 

STATE OF DELAWARE, 

Executive. ~epartment,. 

DOVER; January 5th! 1897. 

Gentlemen of the Senate and House of Representatives: 

It is my privilege to extend fo you a cordial welco111e to this, 
the s'eat of our government; and to wish you success in your. 
participation in the control of the affairs of our citizens upon 
which you h;=tv,e jt1ste11tered; You are fully sensible. of the in
dividual responsibility that rests upon: you as one of the co-ord.i
nate branch.es of our system of govemment. By the Constitu
tion under whi.ch you are assembled the whole legislative power 
of thii; S.tate is vested. in you, with no one to concur in your acts 
and.no limitations upon your capacity to enact la,vs, except 
those prohibitions contained in the C:onstitution which cr.eated 
yon, and the Constitution.of the United Statesand the Acts of 
Cot}gres,s,. r'nacle within the· 1i1nits of its authority. With. the 
kn()wledge of this grave responsibility, I doubt not that it will 
be your constant aim to leave behind yo11 a work that .will de-. 
serve from a confiding constituency the.welcome plaudit: "Well 
clone!" · 

The perpetuity of.popuj~r self govern111ent is cpnth1gent upon 
th.e. faithfulness and disfqterestedness of those in authority, 
whe,ther a.s l,egislatoi::s .. juclges, or executoi-s. The destinies 01 

our people are largely 1p your hands. The honor and. respect 
of our, 'sist.er $_tatesare it1 your keeping .. In a word, you are 
fiduciaries of the. h1ghest degree. The demands of private in
dividuals, which have for their real object the promotio11 of pri
vate ipJ,er~~tr{th:: expense of th~ general public, will doubtless. 
be one of the oarners that you will be called upon to surmount. 
To decline to grant a selfish request is no grie\,ance to him who 
makes it, but an acquiescei1ce · in such demands is oft-times a.· 
public inquiry that is far reaching and disastrous in its conse-
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quences. I, therefore, caution you that you be not deceived by 
the adrnitness and cunning of experienced agents whose inter
est in the general welfare of.the whole people is not commensu-
rate with the duty incumberit upon you. · 

Althottgh it is not for the. executiveto participate in the en
actmentof laws,<1101' his wish to interfere with you in the dis
charge of your exclusive functions, yet the Constitution enjoins 
npon him the duty of giving to you information of affairs con-· 
cerning the State, and of recommending to your consideration 
such measures as he shall deem expedient. Wit.h this brief in
troduction Is hall at once enter upon the fulfillment oHhis ob
ligation .. 

'.fointermeddlewith the·affairs of your organization·woul.dhe 
reprehensible, and nothing is farther from my intention; but 
being possessed of a knowledge-acquired by experience and· 
observation_;of the importance of great care and accuracy in 
the enrollment ofbills, the irksomeness entailed upon your body,· 
most especially upon your c9mmittees on enrollment, arid the 
onerous duties imposed upon. the Secretary of State in his pub:
lication of the laws, consequent upon lhe employment of ai:1in
competent person for the performance of this most important· 
part of your 'work, I am induced 'Nith relbctance to direct your 
attention to this !'.natter. · 

FINANCIAL. 

It. is iny privilege to report the finances of the State to. be in 
the same wholesome condition that has characterized our 
State's c.:redit for many years. By a prudenteconomy and faith
ful attention on the part of those who have the management of 
our finances the lowest rates of interest have been secured anil 
maintained. 

The following statement will exhibit the State's liabilities an<,l 
assets respectively: . · 
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LIABILITIES. 

Outstanding Bonds bearing 4per cent. interest; .. $ 
Outstanding Bonds bearing 31 per cent. interest,. 
Outstanding Bonds bearing 3 per cent. interest, .. 
School Fund Bonds bearing 6 per cent. interest, .. 
Certificate of Indebtedness to Delaware College, 

bearing 6 per cent. interest, .............. . 

195,000.00 
35,000:00 

250,000.00 

156,750.00 

83,000.00 

.· Total liabilities .................... $ 719,750.00 

ASSETS. 

· The assets belonging to the General Fund ;re as follows:· 

Mortgage of Junction & Breakwater Railroad Co., 
balance of debt .at 3 per cent, ............. , $ 

Mortgage of Breakwater & Frankford Railroad 
Co., principal at ·3 per cent., .............. . 

I275 shares of Farmers' Bank stock at $65, ...... . 
20 shares of National Bank of Delaware stock at 

$500, ................................. . 

185,000.00 

200,000,00 
82,875.00 

10,000.00 

Total investment General Fund, ..... $ 477,875.00 

The investni~nts for the benefit of the School Fund .are as 
follows: 

5,000 shai·es of Farmers' Bank stock, (on which 
' $36 per share has been paid in) at $36, ...... $ 

37 shares of National Bank of Delaware stock at 
. $500, ::· .... '·' ·.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . .. . 

2,439 shares of Farmers' Bank stock at $65, .... , 
n4 shares of National Bank of Delaware stock at 

$70, ................................. . 
254 shares of Union National Bank stock at $78, .. 
1 bond of State of Dela war~ (School Fund Bond) 

·. at 6 per cent.' .................... , .... . 

180,000.00 

18,500.00 
158,535.00 

7,980.00 
19,812.00 

I 56,750.00 
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· Sussex County Bond at6 per cent., ... : ....... . 5,000.00 

· Total investtpcnts School :Fund, ..... $ 546,577.00 
Ad.cl General Fund investments,... . . . · 477,875.00 

Tot~l assets, ......•.•.. ; .. , ...•... $I ,024,452.00 
Deduct liabilities Jan. 1st, I8¢,. . . . 719,750.00 

~~mount of investme1~t assets in excess of liabili-
ties, : ; ..• , •. , . _ .. , .... , ...... .' •........ $ 304,702.00 

I would call your attention to the fact that within the fast few 
years• the State property has been increased by the follo'wing 
rea.l estate: - · · 

State Hospital. at Farnhurst, ..............•... $ 
Addition thereto, now nearing completion ..•... · 
Troop B Armory at ·Wilmington purchased by 

proceedings under foreclosure of mortgage •. 
State Library .Addition to $tate House, ....... . 

Total extraordinary expenditures on 
.account of real estate, ........• .$ 

75,000.00 

35,000.00 

- I0,000.00 
10,000.00 

130,000.00 

The State Treasurer's Report for 1896, which cannot be com
pleted until after the. preparation ofthis message, will, I am in
formed by him, show that the estimated receipts for 1897 will -
fall short by a considerable sum of the estimated expenditures 
for the same year. The reasons for this will be given in foll fo. 
said report, and I would recommend a careful consideration of 
the same by your honorable bodies, so that ample provision 
may bt,.1nade for all the ~cessary expenses of the State govern
ment. 

From the foregoing. statement you will observe thatthe ag~ 
--gregate indebtedness. of the State, which bears interest at the 
rate of four per centum per annum is one hundred and ninety·· 
five thousand. d_ollars ... OL this amount bonds aggregating 
seventy-five thot1sancl dollars are due July Ist, A. D., 1901, but 
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r:e~Je<;inable a~ the opt.ion of the State on any interest day after 
Januar:y 1~t,;/\: ·D., }~93, :and. the remaining one hundred and 
thirty thousand. dollars ar;e due Jt1ne 1st, A. P., 1907, but re
cleen1able at the option of the State on any interest day after De
cenJb~r, 1st, A. ,Q'., 1895 ... The .. entire four per centum per. an-
1111111 b()nd~~l indel;)te}lnessof.the.State is, therefore, redeemable 

· · a.Vl!e C>ptiqn of th.e State, on the next interest clay. The high 
standard :of the. State's credit, in financial ,circles has alread,· 
hi-pu'g,ht. forth. applicatiops from. ·enterprising capita.lists,. "vho. 
are des.irqus:ofnegotiating for the extinguishment of these ob
lig.1ti9ns at 1::1.Jower :rat.e qf interest; a.nd while these bonds are 
redeemable at the option of the State, there is no authority upon 
wijic;h tl1e State Treasurer can issue new bonds in liquidation 
of this debt. · 

·): r~co,'.i'inne1id; ther~for~;;that you·investigate·this.subject ~nd. 
tJ;ta.t xou authorize. the ,executiqn .and .sale .of bonds. ata lower 
r:ate. 9Unterest, and the retirement of the one hundred. and 
n}.r1~~Y-:-fi;ye. tbqu~ancl do1Iar~ ,bo11-ded in:clebtedness at as early a 
date a.s pi;~~tica.ble, . The feasibility of this scheme is manifested 
by,Jrte e.agemess)vith which irrvestoisscmght to secure the State 
bonds. whenthe last loan was negotiated, a matter which will be 
St1iJsequently .. cornmenteclupon. 

DELAWARESTATEHOSPITAL AT FARNHURST. . ,, "., .. 

; .)3y.¢h~pte~ ·182,.yoJ. .20,Lawf of Delaware,· th~.General J\s
s~ajb,Jy, at it~ r fast session, aHthorized the sale of bonds to .tl\e . 

, anioii.n,t, 9£ thirry: .. fiye .thousand ~lollars by the State :Treasurer; 
sAtclbo11ds,to J?e known,as "Delaware State Hospital lmproye:
nient Bonds,'' and to bear interesta.Uhe rate of three and a-half "~·--: :· · '":: r '-_ · ·_:-_, 1 _· _ ·. ·' - . · _. ; __ -; · :. - :· • ·., •. · : _. ·, - · · • · · -' .- · , - --.-. · - , · -.·· - · 

p~(~fn.t911s1.p_et ~iirium,· payaol.e sewi:-c1nn~ally;.the sale of such 
bonds ha:virig for its object tl:ie.procuremet~t; of means for the 
erection and equipment of addifi6nal buildings to the Delaware 
State Hospital at Farnhutst. P\trliUan~ Jo this authority, the 
State Treasurer advertised for seale'd bids for such bonds with 
u~t;:ist1gr¥tt!fy_il1g; resttlts::. _ 13i<;ls :Wi3T~ obtained; -among ,otliers, 
(r9.n~s.:.i,pit~l.i!>ts' in: ~oston, Ne.w ):Dr],fand Philadelphia;. besides 
numerous·home bidders .. J'heeagerne:ss with·which therepre~. 

3H . 
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sentatives of financial houses from without tbe -State sought to 
obtain these bonds, and the premiums offered for them, is a 
most gratifying illustration of the faith that obtains beyond our 
borders relative to the State's financial integrity. · 

. . 

It is ft'trther gratifying, however, to state that;. notwithstand·· 
ing sharp competition, one of our State institutions was the sue.:.. 
cessful competitor. The Security Trust and Safe Deposit Com
pany, a corporation of the State of Delaware, being the highest 
and best bidder, secured the entire issue at a price paid of thirty
six thousand five hundred and sixty-eight dollars; being a 
premium of one thousand five hundred and sixty-eight dollars. 

' .. Irnrriediateily after the sale of these bonds, the State Board 
of Trustees of the Delaware State Hospital at Farnlmrst made 
preparations for the erection and equipment of suitable build
ings; There is now nearing completion a building one hundred 
and eighty-six feet in length, running at right angles with the . 
old building and· connected with it by covered. passageways 
tweney-five feet in length.. The building contains accommoda- · 
tions for ninety patients in cases of emergency, but seventy-:-five 
patients may be said to·be the comfortable limit of its capacity: 
It is equipped with all modern appHances, including the rain 
or spray bath, which has been adopted by the New York Come. 
missioners. of Lunacy, in place of bath. tubs. It is lighted by 
electricity, thoroughly heated and well ventilated. The build
ing has been plastered throughout with adamant, the: floors are . 
deadened, and it is well supplied with means of escape in case of 
fire. · The contracts for the erection and equipment of the build:-

. ingwere given to the lowest bidders. It is also a. pleasure to in..: 
form you that the contracts in all cases (except the construction 
of fire escapes) were seci.tred my contractors who reside iri our 
own State. The building will doubtless be ready for o·ccupanc.v 
about the first of February next . 

FREE SCHOOLS. 

The importance of an efficient· Free School System is incap-,.; 
able of.excessive emphasis. There is no subject that more di-
rectly and. to a greater degree affects. the interest of the whole 
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people. . The mora( · l;hysical and intellectual ·standai-d of the 
inhabitants of a co1nmunity are, in a great measure, indicative 
of the degree of efficiency of the• Free School System of that 
community. No expenditure of public moneys can possibly. be 
made wherein so great a number of our citizens are the cliren 
beneficiaries as in. the appropriation of public moneys for fre,~ 
education, and nothing can be .clone for the rising generation 
that will.better prepare them for much usefulness to the State as 
good ,citizens, and render them capable of greater possibilities 
in the private pursuits of life than is clone by means of the Fre,: 
Schook The pronounced policy of this State has been to foster 
this institution by preserving inviolate, for· the maintenance oi 
{re{!:education, a portion ofthe public fund derive·cl from specific , .· 
sources, and :its aim has been to awaken a. greater interest by 
inwosing the duty of management of our Free Schools upon 
local districts_, and charging them with the liability of local taxa
tion; 

But money set apart for the support of the Free School Sys
tem, as in all other cases, is productive of good results only when 
there is a judicious expenditure of such funds, . Money exacted 
from: the people in the name of taxation is justified only bythe 
public necessities; and the application of that money to thesat~ 
isfaction of the public ,needs should be the object of the la(v, 
consequently wherever the law, as it now exists, is incapable of 
accomplishing that object, it should receive relief at yourhands. 
fr is a matter of conirnon knowledge that in soine parts of our 
State our Free Schools ate not kept open to the exte_ntthat t}:le 
aid received froni. the State alone will justify .•. I, therefore, rec- , 
ommend that the amount of 'dividend received by a school 
district be made to depend upon the number of clays the schools 
are kept operi, by making a per clie'm distribution of 'the' school 
fun'd according to the number of teachers employed, therebv 
creating a greater incentive to improved school facilities. 

The anomalous provision of our statute, which exempts 
schools controlled by an incorporated Board of Education from 
the sueprvision of the Superintendents.of Free Schools should 
be repealed witi1out delay. There are the· same reasons for the 



SUJ:)ervisi.on oftheSuperintendents in such cases as inany ~tlier. 
Experience has :proved that under the ·present law the progress 
of th~ schools controlled by incorporated Boards of Education 
have not kept pace with those over which the Superintendents 
have jurisdiction. _ 1, therefore,recommend an amendment to 
our statutes pertaining to Free Schools, that will brittg al_l of the 
Free Schools in the State ( except those of the City of Wil-· . 
mington, ·tvhich are under the supervision of a Superintendent 
of its 'own selection), Within the invigorating influence of the 
Superintendents·of Free _Schools. 

One of the most productive featu'res of our gen~ral system 
of free education is the 'con1paratively recent introduction of 
the Teachers' Institute. Through this particular instrumental· 
itytheteacher has acquireda more comprehensive view of duty. 
and has been impelled to a laudable emulation, the result of. 
which is a corresponding proficiency in the pupils of our Free 
Schools. The instructors in the art of teaching and methods 
of· discipline are the most experienced and thorough that can 
be obtained .. The attendance uponthe sessions of the Institutt: 
has been suchas_toindicate an appreciation of them by the pub
lic at large; I, therefore, recommend that you give additional 

·. financialaid to. the Superintendents of Free Schools, to be ap
. plied to. the. promotion of Institute work,. and I am fully satisfied 
that in doing so· it Will prove to be money wisely expended . 

. ' 

. _A stil_l more thorough preparation and frain1ng of our. teach-. 
ers before they enter upon the responsible duties of teaching · 
might.prqfitaply engage your attention, and with this object ih · 
view, I suggest that you inau·gurate a movement looking to
ward the_ establishment of a State Normal School. The feasi
bility ofthi.s PFOj~ct, owing to the peculiar con~itions th:,t·pre
vail in this State; mostprobably consists in a co-operation be,
tween the Stc1.te and the Board of Public Education of Wil
mington. 

DELAWARE COLLEGE. 

By reafon of the bounty ~f iti support the l3oard of_ Trus-
tees of Dela,\;are College J:i'ave made tuition in that insHtut1on 
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fr:ec to ,all· stuµe1~rs, frQm the State, t11e CoUege thµs. completing, 
~i1d, rott?d!ryg 'out.' oui systemi 6( publis instrnction. ·. It. p}a~~S; 
,yithin reach ·.of tl1e young men. of the Sfate a, tho~()ugli: coUegk 
ate training with no other cost. than that of living and the ex, 
pense ofnecessary books and.a few inconsiderablefees to cover 
expenses,incmr~d. Its··work.i? laid.out·.upon broad.Jines, anfi: 
the' ci11tt1r,e of liberal; learnirig a11d: the practical usefuiness. o( 
the ::i.pplie<l scie11ces. are eqµally emphasized in its scheme of 
eciuciition. ·. \i\Thile in, pursuance. of the spedalaims of its or~ 
ganir~tion as a State Co Hege, stress is. laid upon those depart,.. 
ments which build up good citizenship and useful manhood, 
the refining graces and amenities. of the older learning are given 
the place so wisely provided in .the foundation of the "Land · 
Gra1if' Colleges. · . 

For the accomplishment of its educational ends the College 
offers six four years' courses; leading to degrees, named in the· 
order. of their .establishment, viz: 

I. TheClas.sical Course, leadingfo the d~gree B. A. 

IL The Latin-Scientific Course, leading to the. degree B. A. 

IIIi .. •··· The Course.in Civil Engineering,leading to the degree . 
B.CE.· . .. . 

. . IV, · The Course _in Mechanical Engineering, leadingto the 
degreeR M, E. ·· · · 

: V.- The Course in Electric~l Engineering, leading to the 
degree B.' E. E. 

vt> .• Th~ Coursein Agriculture and Science,' leading to the 
degree· B .. S,··. . . . . . . 

. Ip addition to these courses the CoHege offers a: two years' 
coifrse' in:Agdculture for the benefit of young men who desire 
irisb'uction. in the. s.cicnce of agricJ1ltu1·e, but who feel :thaflhey, 
cannoLspend the time in tl1e College required for.the comple- · 

';, "' :·· '. ' '' ' ' ' ;. 
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tion of the four years' course. Besides, a short winter course in 
agriculture, covering the months of January, February an<l 
March, is conducted· by the College. The instruction in this 
course is made thoroi1ghly practical and its advantages are 
offered not only to those who enter it as regular students, but 
to all who care to avail themselves of the lectures and demon
strations of any of the subjects of the course'. The work is so 
arranged that those actually engaged in farming, stock raising. 
dairying, or any other branch of husbandry can attend such 
lectures as pertain to the. subjects in which.they are especially 
interested. . 

The College possesses valuable libraries covering every de-. 
partment of its activity by means of a splendid. collection of we,1 
selected books of reference and standard works of literature, 
scienc.e and history. There is onfile in the reading room and in 
the several departmental libraries an. extensive list of the lead'
ing journals, reviews, magazines, periodicals, &c., both Ameri
can and foreign. The College has an equipment ofmachinery 
and .apparatus to illustrate completely all the lines of technical 
and scientific ed11cation offered. TheJaboratories are all fur~ 
nished with the necessary apparatus and appliances forhiglh 
irade collegiate work The several engineering departments 
possess a fine collection of field instruments, testing machines· 
and measuring apparatus. The workshop is equipped with all 
the iron and wood working tools and electrical machinery re--' 
quired for giving thorough scientific and practical instruction 
in the various branches of modern engineering .. Instruction in 
military science and tactics is given by an officer of the regular 
army, detailed for the purpose by the War Department. The 
teaching staff consists of nine full professors, one assistant pro··· 
fessor, andtwo instructors. In addition to the staff regularly 
engaged in the work of the College, the professor of veterinary 
science gives instructions in the subjects of his department dur..: 
ing the winter trrm. 

Thelcication of the College is ideally suitable for an institu-· 
tion of learning. The surrounding country. is fertile and beau
tiful, the climate is mild and salubrious. The town of Newark 
is noted for its healthfulness. The community is moral and 
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cultured, and the quiet, refined atmosphere of the place invites 
the · mind to study and contemplation. The town is in close 
railroad, "telegraphic and telephonic communication with .all 
pctrts ofthe country. The College buildings are commodious, 
well lighted and well ventilated. The grounds are ample for 
out-door exercises. · 

THE AGRICULTURAL EXPERIMENT STATION. 

Ea:cn State and Territory in the Union has at least oneAgri
eu1ti.1ral Experiment Station. Tlrey are organized under an 
act of Congress which defines duties, provides support fro111 
the national treasi.lry and places matters of direct management 
in the hands ,of the trustees of the several "Land Grant" Col 
leges. The approval of lines of work and of. expenditures i 
vested in the horiorable Secretary of the United·States Depar1 
inent of Agriculture. 

These stations are bureaus of information. They have bee, 
equipped with libraries, as sources of the knowledge now in 
existence, and. with laboratories, plant-houses and experimentai 
fields for the use of trained men who work systematically in 
acquirin"g additional information .. All of these resources are 
for the reasonable use of practical farmers. If the desired in
formation is of personal interest only, replies are made by per
sonal letters. If a matter of general interest is investigated, 
p~1blicity is given to the results by the circulation of printed 
bulletins. Each ?tation mustprepare annually a full and de
tailed report of its operations and must submit it to the Secre
tary of theTreasi1ry;to the Secretary of Agriculture and to the 
Chief Executive of its State. Acitizen can secure a copy of the 
bulletins or the reports of any of these stations, upon written 
application to the proper official. 

In this: State, legislative assent to the provisions of the Con
gressional enactment was graii.ted, and the responsibilities of 
management were. accepted by the Trustees of Delaware Col
lege. Fa~il.ities for vvorkhave heen secured, and four men, ea:ch 
representing a special line of research, have been engageq. 
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These men have no duties in the College class rooms; their 
time is devoted exclusively to the station. • 

The seventh annual report has been published as a prinh:d 
volume .of two himdred and fifty pages. In includes all studies 
made during the year 1895. Quarterly bulletins have placed 
the more recent work before the public. From these documents. 
it appears that efforts are made to introduce lines of agricultural 
work· at i)resent new and strange in our State; that attention is 
drawn to points of mismanagement in dairying and that meth-, 
ods are demonstrated for combating the insects and fungi which 
losses in the fruit industry, and for holding in check contagiou':i 
diseases of live stock. 

In,illustration of the first line of thought the sorghum sugar 
industry may be cited. The preliminary stages of its introduc-

, tion are well advanced and seeds of plants, as rich iffsugar as is 
the tropical cane and beet, are now propagated. This is done 
in anticipation'of the clay when the withdrawal of bounties and 
subsidies from a thoroughly established interest in Continental 
Europe will permit of the development of a sugar industry in 
especially favored sections of. Delaware. 

Forcit1g winter luxuries under glass is now a profitable horti.:. 
cultural pursuit in the·neighborhood of large cities, and may well 
be considered locally in this State. The cranberry interest of 
NewJersey, the celery interest of Michigan, the tobacco interest 
of Connecticut, the essential oil interest and the evaporation q£ 
small. fruits, extensively and profitably developed in New York 
State, should all receive consideration from our land-owners 
and capitalists. Information upon any of. these lines· and. op
portunities to examine into details can be sectfred at the Experi
ment Station. 

Certain destructive insects and fungi are so generally dis
tributed and so irregular in their attacks that their control may, 
for the present, .be left to the individual. Whoever ·has the 
energy and foresight to usf standard methods against the 
cnrculio and the peach rot, for instance, should enjoy the re,. 
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suiting benefits. With the peach yellows and the San Jose 
scale,' a different sta1iclpoint must be taken. As to the yellows, 
a very large area of Delaware is still exe111pt; legislation to pro
tect that area ai1d togive relief to affected districts has been 
enacted by our General Asse111bly, but has not proved accept
abk The recommendation is therefore made that attention 
should be given to more recent legislation elsewhere, that of 
Connecticut being particularly suggested. As to the scale in;. 
sect, at prese1it, it is limited to less than twen.ty distinct points 
in 'Delaware, and probably less than one thousand trees ar.e 
now affected. A vigorous policy of extermination seems there
fore to be both expedient and 'relatively inexpensive. · Cali1 
fornia experience with this pest may .be dti.plicated upon this 
peninsula if. proper precautions are not observed in season: 

Early in 1895, a loathsome a·nd highly contagious disease 
. caused tlie death of a farmer whose horses were suffering from 
some unusual trouble. The Experiment· Station was asked 
to investigate.· A diagnosis of glanders was 111ade. and the im-. 
mediate destruction of the affected animals was urged. The 
widow. consented, and two horses and a mule were at onc(: 
killed. Under Chapter 630, Vol. 17, Laws of Delaware, an ap
plication for State iclemnity was made in proper form; It was 
granted and payment was made upon t\1e warrant ofthe Gov
ernor. The attention of the General Assembly is called to the 
said chapter; with the recommendation· tliat rnore explicit pro-
visions be ma.de for .emergency cases of this. nature. 

The extremely infectious and deadly disease_ known as an
thrax has a.ffected fot1r sections of this State during recent years. 
Eong continued and elaborate tests of the Pasteur system of 
protective vaccination have been made at the Station, and fa.: 
cilites have been secured for the preparatioh of the necessary 
vaccines.· · The reliability of the vaccinations has been thor
oughly demon·strated and the desirability of having .a supply 
of the virus ·available at. all times has· become apparent. 

· Uncler the coi1gressional enactme1;i.t, Experiment. Stations 
may der:nonstrate the advisability of a ·course, but cannot me . 
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National funds. in the .practical application of th.e method. It 
rests therefore with the General Assembly to provide ways and 
means for continuing this work. It is recommended that an 
amendment be made to Chapter 639, Vol. 19, Laws of Dela
ware, giving the Chief Executive authority to meet questions 
of this kind as they may arise. 

'I'he. activity displayed in neighboring States in combating 
bovine tuberculosis demands that notice shall be taken of that · 
disease at this time. Radical legislation does not seem desira-
ble or necessary; possibly the entire question can be. left for 
solution with individual citizens. The. conservative course in 
dealing. with tubercttlosis adopted by the Danish government 
is worthy of passing mention. The State provides the services 
of the veterinarian, pays for the tuberculin used in the test, and 
does not demand the immediate slaughter of condemned ani·
mals, provided a guarantee is given that innocent parties shall 
not.be victimized by fraudulent sales. .The said cows are used, 
under restrictions, as breeders, and ruinous losses to the herds
men and to the g·eneral government are avoided. Not one calf 
in ten thousand is a consumptive at birth, 

PRISON REFORM. 

The wisdom of establishinQ' a State vVorkhouse for convicts 
has engaged the attention ;f many earnest, thoughtful and 
benevolent persons. This subject has been agitated for several 

· years. With the crowded condition of our county · jails, and 
theimpracticability of separation and classification of convicts, 
many youti1ful prisoners are liberated, at the expiration of their 
term ofimprisonment, more hardened in crime and more reso
lute in idleness than when they were incarcerated, and con
sequently are unfitted for the responsible duties of citizenship. 
The great number .of certificates given by reputable physicians · 
of the failing health of prisoners has not failed to make· its inic, 
press upon me. I urge that you diligently investigate the 
State's resources and ascertain the practicability of a satisfac
tory solution of this problem. 
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DIVISION LINE. 

· ByJoint Resolution passed by the General Assembly, being 
Chapter 834, VoL 19, Laws of Delaware, as amended by Chap,. 
ter 147, Vol. 20, Laws of Delaware, commissioners were ap
pointed to run and mark the division line between the Counties 
of Kent and Sussex from a fork in the Mispillion Creek, at the 
junction of the Tan-trough branch and Beaver Dam branch to 
the line dividing the States of Maryland and Delaware. Pur
suant to the authority conferred, the commi.ssioners entered. 
upon their duties and have completed the. work. The report 
of their proceedings, together with a plot, showing the courses 
and distances .of said dividing line by them established a1id lo
cation of the stones set is herewith submitted for your approval. 
In my judgment, the work has been satisfactorily and accurate
ly performed. I, therefore, recommend the acceptance and ap
proval of the report, and the payment to the commissioners and 
surveyor of such .c01npensationas you may determine and allow. 

STATE LIBRARY. 

The General As,;embly, at itslast session, appropriated a sum 
not exceeding ten thousand dollars for the erection of an addi
tion to the State House for library purposes, and appointed 
commissioners on the part of the State, whose duty it was to 
liave st1ch addition erected. In conformity to that authority, 
the commissioners have completed the construction of an ad
dition to the old Library forty. feet long, and thirty-five feet 
wide. The room comi:nttnicates with the old Library, and has 
an estimated .capacity of thirty-four thousand volumes. There 
are nowin the State Library about twenty-nine thousand vol-· 
mnes. The Library will not be complete, however, until an 
office is provided for the State Librarian, and a reading room 
for those who desire to consult the many valuable volumes. 

STATEHOUSK 

The apartments provided in the State House for the different 
State officers are wholly inadequate to the necessities of tpe 



respective offices. An inspection of the apartments now OC-'

cupied by the State Treasurer and State Auditor, particularly, 
will reveal to yon the necessity of enlarged accommodations. 
It would seem that the roomsJonnerly used for the State Li
brary could now be utilized to the full relief of. all the State 
officers. 

ST A TE MILITIA. 

The report of the Adjutant General, herewith submitted to 
your honorable bodies is replete with valuable informationre'": 
specting the National Guard. 

· By a discreet provision of our organic law, the military is 
kept, in all cases and at all times, in strict subordination to the 
civil power. . The organization and maintenance of such mili
tary force as may be necessary to preserve the supremacy of the 
civil authority is the part of wisdom. The mere knowledge of 
the existence of. a military force capable of rendering im
mediate service has the effect of overwhelming insurrection and 
mob violence in its incipiency. It is, therefore, an important 
auxiliary to the adequacy of the civil power . 

. The State of Delaware, being the first to enter into the 
compact of States, should be. the last to forget the obligations 
assumed in consideration of the benefits accruing from a per
fect union. By the Constitution of the United States there is 
guaranteed to the State of Delaware a Republican form of gov-· 
ernment, and protection against invasion and domestic vjo
lence. We should be prepared in good faith, at all times, to ex-:: 
tend a helping hand to the Federal Ur1ion. l, therefore, recom
mend .that you give the subject of increased financial 'aid to the 
National Guard. of Delaware your most serious consideratiop. 

DETECTIVES. 

I desire to direct vour attention to the manner in which our 
detectives are comp;nsatecl. It is manifestly unfair that the City 
of vVil111ington alone should be charg(!d · with the. payment of 
officers who are so freely called upon to render service in all 
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p£i;;ts Of the State, and who always so chee.rfully respend to such 
ca.fl~.•· By_ statt1te. these detectives are .required to serve all 
rec111isitions, regardless of the place where the offence is com
ri1ittecl. A cri111e committed ih the City of Wilmington, is just 
as much a crime against the peace and dignity of the State, as 
though it were committed in any other part of the ·state. The 
expense, therefore, of bringing the offender to the bar of jus- . 
tic'e ilio1.1lcl be paid by the State. I suggest that you so amend 
(ha'pter 47, Volunie 19, Laws of Delaware, that these officers· 
may be compensated out of State funds. 

EXPRESS. COMPAN_IES. 

Complaint has been freely n'lade against Express Companies 
doing business in this State, charging them with the violation 
of the statute prohibiting· a discrimination of charges for the 
tr~nsportation of packages. I recommend that you investigate 
~he charges and report the result of your inquiry to the Attar- · 
hey-General. 

TENNESSEE CENTENNIAL. 

. The people of Tennessee will celebrate the one hundredth 
,anniversary of the admission of their, State into the Union, by 
l)olding at Nashville, the capital, for a period of six months, 
from-the first clay of May, A D., 1897, a Centennial and Inter
national Exposition. This State has been invited by the Com-. 
1hissioner General to participate in this celebration. My object 
in making mentionofthis is that it may receive whatever at 
tei1tion your judgments may dictate. 

REi=>ORTS. 

In addition }o tl~e. r~ports heretofore. commen~tecl upon, I 
here\vith subriiit the report of the State Board of Health, to
gether with a list of reprieves, pardoris and remissions, and_ my 
reasons for granting the same. 

ELECTIONS. 

A iT'1atter still. remains. to· which I must call your attention, 
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and I have reserved ituntil the last,. not because it is less im:.. 
J)ortant, but because it is more important than aH others with 
which I hav.e dealt in this message.· The subject is ohe which I. 
could not ig1iore if I would, and which would press itself upon 
your. atterition without suggestion from me. 

I refer to the matter of bribery aml corruption in the conduct 
of our electi.ons. · It doubtless has existed in some degree for 
many years, and has. been practiced my members of all parties 
in the heat of political contests. But the comparatively limited 
extent to which it had obtained tended to prevent its awaken
ing the public conscience as it should have done, and though 
always ~ondemned by thottghtful arid patriotic citizens, it. has 
been winked at by heated partisanship. It has, however, of late 
assumed such alarming proportions as to challenge public at
tention and demand drastic treatment at the hands of the Legis-
lature. · 

·· Owing to thesmallriess of our State, not only in territory but 
in populatio11, a distinct danger threatens us in these times of 
overgrown fortunes,. when the corrnpt hand of ambitious wealth 
is extended to seize upon the g-reat political places which have 
heretofore been supposed to belong to those whose gooclciti
zenship, worth and attaimnents · have commended the1n to the· 
electorate of the State. Thoughtful and patriotic men aH over 
the State are a:wakening, to the clanger which those conqitions 
make to our beloved Commonwealth, and a demand which can~ 
,not be ignored will 1neet you at the threshold of the high du tie~ 
you are entering upon, a demand that you sho1.tlcl throw, as far 
as possible, the safeguards of legislation around the exercise ot 
the elective franchise. A corrnpt and purchased electorate is 
as bad and as darigerous to the community as an intimidated or 
coerced one. By it, self-government is poisoned at.its fountain. 
and .a proud andself-respecting citizenship, so essential to free 
government, made impossible. 

No· one doubts the immorality . of.· these practices, or th~,t 
. their continuance will· sap the robust manhood of any com
munity in whid1 they are permitted toexist. To stamp outthis . 
immorality, the law of our State shottlcllend its l'trongest sant-' 
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tiqr1s'. . The briber and bribed. are alike ·Unworthy to exercise 
· the· high privilege of citizenship in a free State, and the law · 

should create and enforce a public opinion, which in itstum 
will support the law, in making those guility of either giving or 
receiving a bribe as a consideration for a vote, live under the 
stigma of .having committed a ,crime as henious as any de
nounced in our Statute Book. 

No law· which would have the effect of punishing the bribc 0 

taker, and allowing the bribe-giver to go scathless, would be 
adequate for the grave condition it is required. to meet, or rec. 
sponcl to the just demands made by the aroused conscience of 
the people of our State. No time should be lost in listening to 
wordv crimination or recrimination between the members of 
opposing parties .. That would only please those who are will-
i11g_ that these abhorrentpractices should continue. 

If in the days when the disease was less aggravated,· there 
were those who either did not see, or closed their eyes to its 
dangerous character, surely now, that its.ravages have extended 
fo such frightful extent as to threaten all wholesome poHtical 
life,. men of all parties who love their State and recognize a 
common peril. must, and we believe will, unite in eradicating ir. 

A t110rough consideration. of the reforms in our ballot law 
st1ggestecl by the experience of its practical operation, is a duty 
not likely to escape your attention. If the present law passed . 
to secure a perfectly secret ballot, and thus minimize the oppor
tunity for. bribery, has in practice measurably failed in accom
plishing that admirable purpose, amendments of the law should 
be so framed as to cure· its defects in that regard. Especially 
if ,it is found that a part of the machinery of theballotlaw itself, 
has .. been· made an instri1rnentality of fraud and corruption. 
should that part be done away with. 

Amendments to the law, denouncing falsification of returns 
made by election officers, or others, to the boards of canvass, 
may be fot}nd necessary on examination of its provisions. Nd 
effort should be spared to n1ake swiftand Sttrethe punishment of 

· those who can gain their own consent to destroy the record of, 
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the people's will .. The integrity of the certificates of the votes cast 
bv the electors, must be maintained at all hazards and at anv 
cost. If that is endangered or made doubtful, then indeed 1 
free self-governing people ceases to exist 

. . . 

The confidence which has hitherto been reposed, in the hon
esty and self-respecting character of those who guard and keep 
the baUot. box and the returns, between the time of signing the 
certificates, and the reading of the same in the board of canvass, 
.must not.be destroyed or impaired. If any, however few, have 
betrayed or violated it, lavv should not be wanting for their con
dign pttnishrnent. 

Bespeaking for this important subject your earnest and pa
triotic attei1tion, I leave it in your hands, with full confidence . 
that you will respend to the urgent and obvious call of duty that 
it malses upon you. 

WILLIAM T. WATSON. 

Mr. Hazell moved that the Governor's message and accom
panying documents be ref erred to a committee of three, 

Which motion Prevailed. 

Wheret:1pon the Speaker appointed Messrs. Hazell, Taylor 
and VVhitney on said committe~ .. 

Mr. Whitney offered a resolution, 

Which, on h.is motion, \Vas read as follo\\'s: 

Resolved, That the Clerk be directed tci have printed Oi1l! 

thousand copies of the Governor's message for the use oLthe 
House. · · 

· The resolution was amended to "five hundred copies" and. 

As amended by fm:ther motion, was Adopted. 

011 motion the House adjourned until 3 o'clqck. 
I 



Sam~ Day~3·6'dobk, TJ. M. 

House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Adams offered a resolution, 

·which, on his motion, was read as. follows: 
' . . " ' ' . 

. Resolved, That the ~otion appointing a special con:unitte~ 
of seven to report on the Dickey-:Cheairs contest,. be recon
sidered and that the committee be discharged and t.he questioil 
he referreclto the regular Committee on Elections, to be here
after appoihtecl, 

· And further on h1s modon, 

The resolution was Adopted,· 

Mr. Short offered a resolution, 

Which, 011.his motion, was read as follows:· 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House be requested to fur
. nish each member and officer of this House a copy of the. Re

vised Code and the 19th volume cif Delaware Laws,' and a copy 
of the acts passed at the last General Assen~bly, 

And. fort.her on his motion, 

The resolution was A,dopte~ .. 

Mr. Donaldson renewed his motion to proceed to the election 
of an.Enrolling Clerk, ' · · 

And, on his further motion, Mr. James R. Marshall of New· 
Castle County· was nominated and elected by acclamation. 

Mr. Doherty, Clerk of the Senate, being admitted, informed 
4H' . . 
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the House that.the Senate hacladopted and requested the con
currence of the House in a joint resolution entitled 

''Joint resolution in relation.to adjourning bot11 Houses," 

And presented the same to: the House. 

On motion of Mr. Davis the Senate joint resolution in rela
tion to. adjournmentwas read, 

And further on his motion, 

The resolution was Concurred in. 

Ordered· that the Senate •be informed thereof and· the. joint 
resolution returned to that body. 

Mr. Hazell offered a resolution, 

Which, onhis motion, was read as follows: 

· Resolved, That the Clerk be directed to procure for each 
member and officer of this House two copies of the daily pa·-
pers, each member to make his own. selection, · 

And, on his further motion 

The resolution was Adopted. 

On motion .the House adjourned to meet Monday next,Jan

uary I Ith, at Io o'clock, A. M. 



'Hduse.met purst1an·t toactjourn:~nent. 

Rdn called. Members present:...._Messrs: . Adams; Davis, .. 
Deinpsey, Dickey, Donaldson, Dukes, Eliason, HazeU, J. H. 
Hopkins, L. S. Hopkins, Johnson, Martin, McCoy, Short, · 
Smith, Tayloi;,. Thompson, Whitney. and· Mr. ·Speaker .. 

Journal .read and· approved. 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed, the 
Speaker·to be. chairman, tQ .• draft rules for.govermnent of the 
House, . 

And, on his ftirther ·motion 

. The resohition .was 

Whereupon. the SpeakeLappointed· Messrs, ~Dempsey 
Sfllithon said committee . 

. M'N Davisititi-oduced i jdirii:. rb~olution 'entit1¢d . 
' •:. ' , ,' : ' :\• 1 

"Joint resolution appointing, a committe.e to draft rules gov- · 
erning the two Houses," • " •· ,, · " .. . : > . · > • 

vVhich,' on his motion was rea:<l, 

And, on his further. motibn;was ·· Adopted. · 
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Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

Mr. Donaldson offered a resolution, 

\i\Thich, on his motion was read as follows: 

Resolved, That his Excellency, the Governor, our Senator~ 
and Representatives in Congress, the Chancellor, the Chief 
Justice, the Judges, the Attorney General, the Secretar:y of 
State, former members of the Senate and House of Representa" 
tives, ladies who may be present during the sessions of the 
House, and ex-members. of the Legislature have the prlvileges 
of the seats on the floor, ·· · 

And further· on his motion 

The resolution was Adopted.· 

Mr. Taylor offered a resolution, 

Which, on his motion was read as follows : 

Resolved, That the Clerk· be instructed· tb furnish wrappers 
and. stamps and stationery for the use of the House, · · 

And further on his motion 

The resolution was 

Mr. McCoy offered a joint resolution entitled 

"Joint resolution appointing committee to mak~ arrange, 
men ts for the inauguration of the Governor,"· 

Which, on his motion was read, 

And, on his further motion, was .. 

Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

Adopted:· 
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Whereupori, the Speaker named as committee on part of the ·. 
House, in_ relation to the. foregoing joint resolution 1 Messrs, 
McCoy, _Eliason and Martin. 

. \ ' . . . 

Mr, Dickey gave notice that on to.cmorrow, or some future 
day, he would ask leave to introduce sundry bills entitled as fol 0 

lows: · 

· "An act to incorporate· the Delaware .Manufacturing Com-
pany:.'' · · 

"An actregulating assignments for the benefit of creditors.'' 

·. "An act to·amenclChapter 39,Vol. 19, Laws of Delaware." . 

"An actto amend Chapter 26, Vol. 19, Laws of Delaware." 

.On motion the House adjourned until 3o'clock, P. M; 

Saine Day~3 o'clock, P. M. 
. ' . . .' 

]louse 'tnetpursuant to adjournment. 

The Speaker presented the report ·or the Co111miss0ioners 
named in the act of the GeneralAssembly entitled 

~'An act providingfor an addition to the State Library Build-· 
iiig," 

Which, on motion, was read asfollo~s: 
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REPORT OF COMMISSIONERS . . 

Named in the act of the General Assembl~, entitled ''A.n .act 
providing for an addition to the State Library Building,'' 
being Chapter. 2, Volume 20, Laws of Delaware, passed at 
Dover, May 8th, 1895. 

To the Senate and House of Representatives of the State of 
Delaware: 

It is made the dut); of the Commissioners, named in th~ ac,t 
ofthe General Assembly, entitled "An act providing for an ad
'dition to the State Library Building," passed at Dover, May 
8th, 1895, "to make a full report of all their proceedings to th~ 
next General Assembly,)' a.nd in pursuance thereof, the follow-
ing is respectfully submitted as such report:. · 

The Commissioners met at the State House in Dover on 
Tuesday, Ma:y 21st, 1895, and/effected an organization, by elect
ing John Pyle, Chairman, and John W. Jolls, Secretary. Frank 
R. Carswell, of Wilmington, was employed as, ar~hitect to pre
pare plans and specifications, and tosupervise the work of con
stniction, his compensation not".'to exceed three per centum ot 
actual expenditures, and actual traveling expenses between 
Wilmington and Dover. 

The Commissioners met at the State House in Dover on 
Tuesday, June 4th, 1895, and carefully examined the plans and ' 
specifications,. submitted by Architect Carswell, and directed 
that pi.-elimfoary estimates be obtained of the probable cost of 
both building atid shelving, the same t(). be submitted. to a. 
meeting of the Commissioners, to be held in Wilmington on 
Tuesday,June nth, 1895. . · · · 

... 
. At the meeting in Wilmington on Tuesday, June I 1th, 1895 

the Commissioners received the report of Architect. Carswell, 
which .report was that the building could be erected, and the 
shelving provided, within. the limits of the appropriation, and 

.in accord with the plans and:specificationS-previously submitted. 
The plans and specifications were approved and it was· decided 
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to' advertise for proposals for the erection of the ,building, said 
proposals to be opened at Dover, Tuesday, June 25th,·. 1895. 

The Co~nmis;ioners met at the State. House in Dover, on 
Tuesday, June ·25th, 1895; and received the· following proposals: 

·. ·; . . . . . . 

Mr. R. A. Black, of Dover. ... : ................. $7,149.67 
Mr. Lon; W. Clifton, of Dover. , .... , .... ; .... , . . . . 7,¢0.00 
Mr.:Wm. E. James, of Wilmington .............•... 5,543.00 
Mr. Wm. H.. Foulk,of Wilmington. , ; .. ; . : , ..•.... 6,400.00 
Mr. Frai1k A. \,V ebb, of Wilmington ....... ; ... : . • 7,847.00 
A. S: Reed & Bro. Co., of Wilmirigton.•; ......... 0 7,154.00 
Mr .. Daviq McCloskey,. of Wilmington ...... , ..... 6,372,00 
Messrs .. Blackwell & Cassidy, of .. ·Wilmington, ... ;. 5,939.00 
Mr. N,, Smith Barkley, ofWilmington ............ ·• . 6,468.00 
Mr .. Philemma, Ch;mder, of Wilmington.:,., .. :.,. 9,031.00 
Mr/Edgar Zielian, of Wilmington ...... , .•... ; ... 5,888.00 
Mr. vVilltam. Fisher, of Dover ......... , .... , .... ·, .. 5,400.00 

· The. Commissioners awarded the contract for the erection 
of.the building to Mr.·William Fisher;.oLDover, at the.sum of 
fifty-four hundred dollars ($5400). 

· The Commissioners · met at the State Hciuse in Dover on 
Tuesday, Jilly 2nd;· 11895 arid received· frorri Contractor \i\Til
Iiai11 Fisher, a bond·with Caleb S. Pennewill as surety, in the 
stim of fvvo thousand dollars, arid a contract was iri due foni1 
signed and executed by the Commissioners and William Fisher 
foT the erection of the building. .· The Commissioners of. the 
Town. of Dover ,remonstrated against the proposed addition 
being erected directly in the rear of the old .building and in line 
with the north side thereof, as it would encroachupon tJie1)ublic 
highway. There being no provision of lav\r by which the high-: 
way c~µld be appropriated, it was decided thatif the Commis
·sioriers. of.the Town of Dover persisted .. it1 this protest that the 
building be located on Hne with the south side ofJhe old build
ing, and 'Architect Carswell was directed to alter his plans ac
cordi11gJy. This change of pla!1 involved an expense of three 
hundreclantl twerityc.five dollars ($325.00) and a supplemental 
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contract was entered into. with Contractor Fisher, covering 
that amount. 

The Commissioners met at the State House in Dover on 
T1.1esday, August 6!h, 1895, and approved the work then in 
progress and·. directed Architect Carswell to procure proposals 
for the shelving and fittings. 

The Comrnissioners· met at· the State House in Dover. on 
Tuesday, September· 3rd, 1895, and Tuesday, September 10th, 
1895, and at the latter ·meeting received the following proposals 
for the shelving and fittings: 

. . . 

Library Bureau of Philadelphia ............•.... :$3,950.00 
Messrs. StiffeL & Freeman, of Philadelphia .. , . . . . . 4,400.00 
Messrs; Stiff el & Freeman, of· Philadelphia., ....•.. 4,100.00 
Messrs. Stiff el & Freeman, of Philadelphia ..... '. • .. • . 3,650.00 
Messrs. A. B. & Vv. T> Vvestervelt, of New York ...• 3,050.00 
Messrs.A. B. &. W·. T. Westervelt, of New York .. · .. · 3,300.00 

The contract was awarded to Messrs. A. B. & W. T. Wester
velt, of New York for the stim of thirty-three. hundred dollars 
($3300.00). 

The Commissioners met at the State House in Dover on 
Tuesd~y, October 1st, 1895, .andin addition to inspe~ting and 
approving the work of Contractor Fisher, the form· of con.tract 
with Messrs.A. B. & W. T. Westervelt for shelving and fittings 
was approved. · 

The Commissioners met at the. State House in Dover on Fri
day, October 4th, 1895 and the contract with .Messrs. A. B. & 
W. T. Westervelt for shelving and fittings was duly signed and 
executed.· · · 

The Commissim~~rs met at the State Rous~ in Dover on 
Tuesday, November 5th, 1895 and inspected and approved the 
work then inprogress. It was deemed wise and prudent to 
effectan insurance against fire on the new building and accord
ingly a policy for four thousand dollars ($4,000) 'fas obtained 
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fro~n the American Fire Insurance· Company, .of .Philadelphia, 
for five years, the, premitim · thereo.n bei.ng · nil)ety~six dollars 
($96) which,.-with eight dollars ($8) for a build~ng permit,. is. a . 
t9tal of 011e hu11dred and four. dollar's ($1.04.) paid for fire in-

, ' ' ' ' l ' ' ,., • ' ' ,, • 

sttrance. 

The Commissioners met at the State House at Dover on 
·\i\Tednesclay, Deceni.ber 4th, 1895, also on. Ttiesday, Janua~y 
7th, 1896. At the latter 1heetiiig Contractor Fisher. was paid 
i11 _fttll for all bala11c·e· due hini 01i ·11is contract, inclu(ling.the 
supplemental cqntract res1.1Itii1g from . the change of location, . 
and a fur_ther .. ?U111 of forty.'..three .dollars '($43) for extra wo~k 
authorized .. , · · · · · 

The Commissioners mef at the State House in Dover on 
Tuesday' January 2 I s't~ '1896 'and awarded . a contra.cf for. two .. 
steam radiators a11d the \:,roper' coimections. to the pr~s~nt 
heating syst:em of the State House, fo If. A. Miller, of 'Wil
mington for the sum of sixty-four c:lollars ($64.00 ). ·. 

, ' ' ·.,,. . '. 
The Commissioners met at the State House itv Dover on 

Mo~1day, Fe6ruary 3rd, 1896.ancl-awarcled·~ ~0~1tract for gas 
fix~ures to,George P. Jarrell, of Dover, for. the s1,.1m ofsix:ty
six dollars and fifty cents ($66.50). 

The Commissioners . i11et, at the State House in , Dover· 011 

Tuesday, March 3rd, r896. The shelving ancl' Library fitting·s 
were complete, and they irere. approvecl and accepted and the 
contractors, Messrs. A. B. & :w. T. vVestervelt were paid in 
fulL It was cledded to fit up theseconcl story in accordance 
with Archited Carswell's plan·s,. the expenditure. not to· exceed 
one hundred 1 and fifty-five dollars ($I 55.00 ). 

T'he Commissioners met at .the State Fiouse in Dover on 
Tuesday, April 7th, 1896 and authorized lhe State·· Librarian, 
.Peter C Gruell, to remove the. boo.ks into. the new Library 
room,: aml.also-approved Architect <=ar.sweH'.s estimate of on·c 
huridred and ,fifty 'dollars; ($150), for fo:iishing the. second story 
room: 
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The Commissioners met at the State House in Dover on 
Tuesday, April 21st, 1896 and dosed its labors, andmade set
tlements for all 6utstaricling claims. The following is a sum:
mary ()fexpenclitures, the details of which appearinthe accom
panying Exhibit A, certified by the State Auditor: 

Architect's services . . . ... . . ............ . 
Printing proposals .. ; .. , ................. . 
Insurance ......•..... · ................ . 
Shelving and Library fittings .... · ... , .... . 
Building contract ...... , ................ $5400.00 
Building, supplemental contract........... 325.00 
Building, extra work..................... 43.00 
Building, finishing second story ..... ·. . . . . . 1.52.00 
Building, gas fixtures ..... , . . . . . . . . . • . . . 66.50 
Building, steam radiators ..... , . . . . . . . . . . 64.00 
Building, cleaning ........... : . . . . . . . . . . 10;00 

Commissioners, actual expenses ........ . 

· $ 345.51 
28.77 

104.00 

3300.00 

6o6o.50 
151.80 

Total .......... , . , .. , .... : .............. $9990.58 

There is a balance in the State Treasury unappropriated of 
$g.42. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

JOHN PYLE, 
, 

\V. T. RECORDS, 

JOHN W. JOLLS, 

HENRY H. McMULLEN, 
Commissioners. 

EXHIBIT "A.". 

Statement of the expenditures made by the Commissioners 
appointed in the act. entitled"An act providing for an addition 
to the State Library Building," passed at Dover, May 8th 1 1895. 



59 

Aug. 6th, 1895, Frank R: Carswell, architect.$ 
Oct. rst, 1895, Frank R Carswell, architect. 
Jan. 7th, 1896, Frank R Carswell, architect. . 
Apr. 7th, 1896, .FrankR. Carswell, architect. 
Apr. 21st, 1896, ·Frank R. ,Carswell, architect 

:too;oo • 50.00 
'50.00 
I00.00 

'.45.51 
----,-- $ 345.51 

Aug. 6th,; 1895, \,\Tiilia:m Fisher, contractor 
· for building ...................... , . $ 500.00 
Sep. Ist, 1895, William Fisher, contractor 

for building ..........•... , . . . . . . . . . 1700.00 
Oct. 1st, 1895, "William Fisher, contractor 

for building ........... : . . . . . . . . . . . . 500.00 
Nov: 5th, 1895, vVilliam Fisher, contractor 

for building . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . • . . . . . . . . I 500.00 
Dec. 4th,. 1895, William Fisher, contractor 

for building .... , ......... : ; . . . . . . . . . 1000.00 
Jan. 7th, 1896, · ,villiam Fisher, contractor 

for building , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 568.00 
Apr. 21st, 1896, William Fisher, contractor 

for building . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I 52.00 
--- $5920.00 

Sep. 10th, 1895, Journal Printing Co., adv .. . 
'proposals ......... : ........ : : . ;, ... $ 

Sep. IOth, 1895, Every Evening Printing Co., 
. adv. proposals .............. '. ...... . 

Sep. 10th, 1895, New Publisliing Co., adv: 
proposals ....... , . . . . . : .·: . : . . . . . , . 

Dec. 4th, 1895; The Delawarean, adv, pro-
posals .... ·. . . . . . . . . .. · ...... ~ . : . . . .. . . . · 

Dec. 4th, 1895, The Dover Index; adv. pro-
. posals .... ·:.,. . . . . . . ................... . 

. 6.75 

7.27 

6.75 

,3.00 

2.00 
Jan; 7th, 1896, The State S~ntinel, adv. pi-o- · 

posak .... ·. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . : ....... · · 3.00 
---$ 

Nov: 5th,· 1895, Morris & Dawson Fire In;. to Oct. 
5th, 1900 .. : .. '. : •............................. $ 

Mch. 3rd, 1896, A. B. & W; T. Westervelt, book shelv- . 
ing and fittings ............................. . 

Apr. 7th, 1896, George P.Jarrell, gas fixtures ....... . 

104.00 

3300.00 

66.50 
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Apr. 21st; 1896, Henry A. Miller, radiators and steam 
connections ..... '. ....................... ., .. ·.. 64.00 

Richard B. Cooper, cleaning up ..•....... ,. . . . . . . . . . 10.00 
John ·Pyle, traveling .and incidental expenses •. $149.80 
P. L. Garrett, type-:writing report .... ::.... 2.00 151.80 

Total ................. ,; ........•.......... . $9990.58 

Exari1ined ;and approved, · 

B. · L. LEWIS, . 
State Auditor. 

JOHN PYLE, 
W. 1': RECORDS, 
JOHN. w. JOLLS, ' 
HENRY H. McMULLEN. 

' . ' ' 

On further motion the report was referred to Committee. 011 
Miscellaneous. Business .. 

Mr; J?empsey, on behalf of the committee appointed to draft 
rules for the Government of the House, begged leave to report 
as follows : · · · · · 

We, your committee appointed to draft rules for the gov
ernment of the House, would most· respectfully recommend the 
adoption of the rules governing the last House, except.in Rule 
2, where the word Senate appears, it be stricken out. and the 
word House inserted. · · · 

We also further recommend that the Committee on Elections 
be increased.to fi.~e members, an of which we submit. ' 

C. G. DEMPSEY, 
A.:SMITH, 

E. B. RIGGIN. 
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RULES.OF· THE HOUSE. 

Rule 1. Every member shall be fo :his place at the time to 
which the House stands adjourned. 

Rule 2. Every day, before the House proceeds to other busi
ness, the Clerk shall call the names ofthe members in alpha
betical order, and shall read the journal of the pre~eding day, 
which may then be corrected by the· House .. · · · 

.Rtile 3.: All motions and resolutions, except for th:etea.ding of 
bills, the daily adjournment of the House,or any motion to refer 
any subject; or postpone the same,. shall, if required by the 
Speaker, or a11y member, be reduced to writing by the mo.ver, 
and if seconded, shall be repeated by the Speaker to the House 
before a. debate or decision thereon: And any written resolution 
introduced by the Speaker, or a member of the House, and sent 
to the Clerk's table, shall be read· withOut motion to receive 
same, unless the reading ofsuch res.olution shall be objected 
to by a member of the I-louse. · 

Rule 4: All ca"mmittees, unless the House shall otherwise di
rect, shall be appointed by the Speaker. And every special 
committee shall report \vi thin five days of actual session of the 
Hous!=! from the time of its appointment, or furnish sufficient 
reason \vhy report has not been made. · · 

. . . 
Rule 5. The following committees shall be standing cOm, 

mittees, and shall continue during the session, to whom business 
appropriate to them sha.11 be referred, viz: 

A Committe·e on R1.1les. 

A Committee on Vlays and Means. 
. ' . . 

A Committee on Elections, to consist of five members. . . 

A Committee on Judiciary;to consist of five members. 

A Committee on Federal Relations. 
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A Committee cm Crimes and Punishments. 

A Committe.e on Accounts. 

A Committee on Claims. 

A Committee on Constitutional Reform. 

A Committee on Agriculture. 

A. Committee on· Municipal Corporations, to consist of five 
members. 

A Committee on Vital Statistics. 
' ' 

A. Committee. on Roads and Vacant Lands. 
' \ 

A Committee on,Fish, Oysters and Game.,' 

A Committee on Printing, to consist of three members. 

A Comrnittee on Revised Statutes. 

A Committee on Private Corporations'. 

A Committee on Divorces. 

A Committee on Education. 

A Committee on Temperance,. to consist of three members. 

A Committee on Enrolled Bills, to consist of eight members. 

A Committee on Appropriations, to consi~t of five members. 

A Committee oh Miscellaneous Business, to consist of three 
members: · · 

Rule 6. The unfinished business in which the House was en
gaged at the time of the last adjournment shall have the pref
erence in the order of the clay. · 
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Rule 7. Every bill shall be fotroduced by motion for leave, 
by order of the House, or by report of a committee, and .one 
day's notice shall,be given of an intended motion for leave to 
bring in a bilt . . . · . · . • 

· Rule 8; Every motion, except a 111otio11 to adjourn, shall be 
entered on the· Journal with the name of th.e mover. · · 

I • ' ' 

: Rule 9. No member shall be interrupted when speaking,but 
by .a call to: order by the Speaker, or a member through the 
Sp~aker; nor shall. any member be allowed to speak. upon any 
subject more than three times ( except in explanatiOn) without 
the leave of .the House; and no member shall be referred to by 
name in debate.. · 

Rule JO. vVhile the Speaker is putting any que.stion or ad., 
dressing the House, rio one shall walk out of or across the 
House; nor in such case, or when a i11emberis spe,aking, shall 
pass between him and the chair. 

Rule r L Before any petition or memorial address to the 
House shall be received and read at the Clerk's table, wh,ether 
the same be introduced by the Speaker or a member, a brief 
statement of the contents shall be verbally made by the intro
ducer; and any petition or memorial shall be referred, of course, 
without putting a question for that purpose, unless the reference 
is objected to by a member at the time such petition or memorial 
is presented· and reacl. · 

1,Rule 12. Every bill, except as to style orform, shall receive 
three several reaclings,no two of' which shall·· be on the.· same 
day, except by a special order .of the House, under a suspension 
of the rules. · · 

Rule 13. No rule of the House shall be changed or suspended 
except by a vote of two-thirds of the members present. 

Rule 14. All .bills ordered to be engrossed shall be certified 
by the Clerk, noting tlie day of passing at the foot thereof. 
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Ruler 5. AU amentlments to bills shall be made before,they 
are taken. up for- the third or final reading, unless· such as will 
n~t materially alter. or change their nature or meaning; _ 

'Rule 16. No question which has been decided shall be recon
sidered but on a motion made bv a member who voted with 
the majorityon the original: question; and no motion for recon
sideration shall be in order unless made on the same or one of 
the_ three next succeeding days oUactualsession of the House 
thereafter: And the word rilajority shall, in applicatio1i of .this 
r~le, beconstrued to mean, not th~ greater number of votes, b\H 
such number. as was st1fficien( to prevail in the decision of the 
original question. . . 

•, ' ,, '. 

_ Rule 17. Questions of order, either before the House or in 
Committee ofthe \i\Thole, shall, in the first place,_ be determinerl 
by .the Speaker or Chairman,· from whose decision ari appeal 
niay be m~deto the Ho11_se or Committee on the request .of a 
men1ber, but no debate shall beallowed thereon until the appeal 
is taken. · 

- Rule 18. The rules of proceeding in the House shall, as far 
as applicable, be observed iri Committee of the Whole. 

• • ' ' • r -

Rule 19. The Speaker, or Chairman; shaH put every ques~ 
tion; and ifriecessary for a"fair decision, may, of his own accord:. 
or at the request of a member, require those in the affirmative 
torise, arrd reverse the question; and the yeas and nays shall be 
taken, -if requested by the Speaker or_ a member. · 

Rule 20. AU messages from the_House to the Senate shailbc 
conveyed by the Clerk, or a member, as the Speaker maydirect, 
and when a message is brought to the House by a memberof 
the Senate, or an officer of the State, the member~ shall rise 
upon their feet. 

_ Rule 2r. Messages to the House shall not be aclmittecl wi1ile 
the House is voting on a question. -

0 :. • 'C : < S < • 

Rule 22. Unless otherwise ordered, the Honse shall meei 
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every day (Sundays excepte.d), at.ten </dock in.the n~orning 
and three o'clock iil the afternoon. · · · 

Rnle 23. No member shall absent' himself froni the House 
more than one day, witl10ut first hayiqg ob.tair1ed leave. 

Rule·24; The Speaker shall, equally with otl:ier membersof 
the House, have the right to vote upon all bills, resolutions, 
c1ue,stions and proceedings; provicl,ed, . that upon calls for. the 
yeas and nays, the Speaker's name be last caJl_ed. · · · 

Rule 25. The rnles of parliamenJary prictice, comprised in 
Cushing's Mamial, shall govern theHcmse i11 aH cases tpwhich 
they are applicable, a11d in which they are not inconsistent 'Yitt1 
~he standing r;ules an_d orders of the House; and where the _rules 
of parliamentary practke comprised in -Cushing's Manual. are 
not appli~a~le, the rulef of pi),rliim,e.ntP,ry pr~ctice C9!11Pt:isecl. in 
Jefferson's Manua.l _ shall govern the House in· ~1,1 c:ases to 
which they are applicabble, in so ·far as said rules so comprised 
in Jefferson's Manual are not. inconsistent with the standing 
r~tles a_nd orders of the. Hq1,1~e, 

Rule 26. The· daily order of business ~hail be as follows: 

L Reaciing of the Journal. 

IL Communicatfons from the·Speaker. 

, ' u L Reports from stctnditw c~mmiUees, Jn _regulclt orc:ler. as 
they 3:r.e er1umen1ted in Rule 5. · · · 

IV. Reports from special committees in the order of appoint" 
ment. 

V. Petitions and memorials. 

VI. Iritroduction of new business. 

VIL Second reading'. of biHs. 
5H 
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VIII B11siness on the calendar. 

IX. Miscellaneous business. 

The Clerk shall keep a calendar of business on which reports 
from committees, bills and resolutipns which lie over, and other 
mattei:sundisposed of, indicating the subjecf<;if each item, shall 
be placed. in the .order .in which they are presentecl 1 a printed 
copy of which calendar shall be .furnished to each 'member at 
the opening of every morning session. · 

At ele;en .o'dock each day of. the session, unless there be an 
orclerof 'the day, or as .soon .there'after as .the order of the day 
shall be disposed of, the business on the cale.nclai· shall be taken 
up and disposed of in the order. wl;ich it stanclthereo11, and a 
v:ote of two-thirclsofthe members present shall be r'equirecl to 
fake. Up any matter out of its Ord.er on. the calendar Or to make. 
any matter the order of the clay for a partic~1lar time. · · 

Mr. Hazell moved to amend Rule 24 by plad11g the wbrcl 
"bills" after the word '.'all" and before the word. "resolutions," 

'Nhich motion Prevailed. 

On motion of Mr. Smith the rules .were adopted as reported 
and amended. · · · · · · 

Mr. 'Dickey gave notice that on to~rriorrow, or some futu;e 
day, he would ask leave to introduce sundry bills entitled as fol
lows: 

"An act to amend Chapter 727, Volume 19, Laws of Dela
ware." 

"An act in relation to municipal elections to be held in Wil-
mington." · · 

The Speaker · announced the standing committees of the 
House as follows: 



HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEES. 
' . . . . 

Rules-J. H. Hopkins, Dcinaldso11, Speaker: 

Ways and Means_;_;Marti11, Johnson, 'Taylor. 

Elec:tions:-:-frazeV, Johnson, McCoy,. Dempsey, Smith. 

Judiciary-:-Adams, \i\Tilson, Dickey, McCullo1-1gh, Dukes. 
, ' • j' • ' , ' ., • - . • ' ' ' '··· -; 

Feder.al Relations~Dukes, L. S. Hopkins, Dickey. 

Crimes a11d Punishments-. Davis; Short, ,McCullough. 

Accounts:--} ohnson, Hazen, Donaldson. 

Claims..:._McCoy, Adams, Thompson. 

Constitutional Reform-· Tho111pson, McCoy, J. H. Hopkins. 

Agriculture-:---~faylor, Adams, Donaldson. 

·Municipal Corporations-Dickey, Hazell,, ,Eliason, Smith. 
Davis. · 

Vital Stati~tics-Donaldson, Wilson, \i\Thitt1ey.' 
' ' ' 

Roads and Vacant Lands-Whitney, Dempsey, Martin. 

Fish, Oyste~s and Game-Eliason, L. S. Hopkins, Thomp"' 
' ' son. 

Printirig:-:-Short,J:, H. Hopkins, •Dempsey. 

Revised Statutes-'-'-Hazell, Wils611, Dukes. 

Private Corporations-Smith,. Davis, Taylor. 

Divorce--,-M;cCullbtigh, Eliason, Short. 
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Temperance-Wilso11, Dempsey, Dukes. 

Education-. L. S. He>pkins, Smith, McCoy. 

Enrolled Bills-... Pempsey, McCuUough, J.I-L Hopkins, Mar-
tin, Davis, Thompson; Whitney, Short. .. 

·. Appropriitions-• Whitney;Sinith, Adams, ]ohnso11, Taylor. 

Miscellaneous Business-· L.·S. Hopkins, Eliason, Martin. 

Mr; Davis, On behalf. of the J 6int Committee appoinfed. to 
draft r;ules governing intercourse between the . two Houses, 
begged leave to report· as follo,vs: 

We, the Joint Committee, fo draft rules fbr the government 
of intercourse between the two, Houses, report as follows: 

. . ! ' . ' - . . ' . 

JOINT . RULES GOVERNING INTERCOURSE BE-
. TWEEN THE TWO HOUSES'. '· , . 

Rule 1. In every case of amendment to a bill, or· any other 
matter agreed to in one House and dissented to in the other, if 
either House shall !request-a conference;: and appoint a commit~ 
tee for thatpurpose, the other House shall also· appoint a com-
mittee to confer. Such committee shall, at a convenient hour 
agreed on by theif chairman, meet in. the confereO:ce charhber' 
and state to. each other, verbally, or. in writing. as either shall 
choose,· the reasons :of their respective Houses- for and· against 
the amenclrrient or 9ther matter of disagreement, and confer 
freely thereon:~ · 

Rule 2. vVhen a message shall be sent from either House to 
the other, it shall ibe ;anncn1nced aLthe dbor ,ofthe House to 
which it is sent, by the Sergeant-at~Arms, and shall be respect
fully communicatedto.the Chairbytheperson by ,vhomit may 
be sent. . .. . . 

Rule 3. Mess~ges ~h~Hbe s'ent by such pe~sons as a sense 
of propriety··in each Bouse may detei:miµe. 
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Rule 4. While bills oi' ·joint resoltttions are oh their passage 
between the two. Houses, they sliall be on paper, and under the 
sigriati}re of the Clerk of .each House respectively . 

. Rule 5. After a biior joi~1t res~lution shaH have passed:botl~ 
H.ouses, it _shall be duly enrolled by the Clerk of the House in 
which it.originated, and shall be ex,amined :by -a. c:otnmittee of 
each House respectively, who shall carefully comparethe en-: 
rolln1ent ·with the original, as passed by both houses, and after 
correcting a.ny errors t,hat may be discovered in .. the enrolled 
copy, shall make a report to their respective houses. · 

'. ' ' ' ' -. ' : : ' ~ ' . .. . . . ' ' ' '_. ' ·_ . ' . ' '' / 

'Rule 6. After e;xaminationand report, each bill orjoint reso-
lution shall be sig11ed ·in. 'the . respective 'HOu:se,; irt which ft 
ori~inated:. 

f{ule 7. \,\/hen a bill or resolution which shall have passed 
in one House is rejected in the other, notice thereof shall be 
given to the House in whicli: the same shall have passed. 

· Rule 8. Each House shall transmit to the other all papers 
on which any bill orjoint resolution may be founded. · 

Rule 9. After each House shall have adher'ed' to· their dis
agreement, a bill or joint resolution shall be Jost. 

Rule IO. In: allc~ses where aico.nference .takes place, the 
con1111ittee ·shall be composed of members who voted in the 
majority .on the point or p·oints ·of difference)'but the .committee 
shalLnothave :pow~r or control :over any "part of the bill, resolt1 · 
tion or order, except such parts on which difference exists be
tween the two. Houses. ·· 

Signed 
JOHN PYLE, 
SAMUEL ALRICHS,' 

Conimittee on part of the Senate. 

WM. R. DAVIS, 
ELISHAC.. I)UK:ES, 
DAVID K. DONALDSON, 
Committee on' part df the House. 
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. Qnmot.ion the Joint Rules were adopted. 

Mr. Doh~rty, Clerk of the Senate, being admitted, reported 
thaUhe Senate had concurred in the House joint resolution en
titled 

"Joint resolution governing the intercourse between the two 
Houses," 

And returned the same to the House. 

Also that the Senate had adopted and requested ·the concur
rence of the House in a joint resolution entitled 

"Joint resolution in regard to canvassing the vote for Gov
ernor," 

And .presented the same to the House. 

Mr. Hazell offered a resolutio11, 

Which,. on his> motion, was. reac:l. as follows:. 
. . 

Resolved, That the Committee on Privileges and Elections 
in all cases of contested election at this session, be' and it is here
by authorized to subprena witnesses, hear evidence and to adopt 
such methods and meast1res which it may deem necessary to 
ascertain and determine what is just, right, and .lawful in the 
premises, 

And, on his further motion 

The resolution was Adopted. 

Mr .. Davis offered a resolution concerning the assigned 
claims of E. L. Jones.& Co. against the State of Delaware, 

Wp.ich, on his motion was read, 

And on his further.motion 
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The resolution was 

l\fr: McCullough offered a resolution,. 

Which; on his motion, was. read as follow.s: 

Adopted. 

Whereas in order to preserve the harmony and good feeling 
of .the members of the H.o.use, it is desirnble that .unseemly and 
improper stateinents ,concerning brother .members' should not 
he permitted to be made. by any one to members of the House 
and especially, by persons who seek the action. of the House in 
matters 6£ self-interest, 

And whereas. the dignity of this House r~quires and .demands 
that all its proceedings should be conducted in accordance with 
well established precedents and according to the practice of 
legislative and deliberative bodies to the encl that hasty and ill
considered measures shall not be too quickly adopted, or some-
thing thereafter to be regretted accomplished, · 

Therefore, resolved that this House will proceed in its d.e
liberations and in its committees with due and proper regard 
to the rights of those interested and in accordance with pre
cedent, and will not hastily by outside solicitations be rushed 
into breaches of legislative decorum or violation of the rules 
and customs .of this branch of the Legislature, and that simple 
courtesy to brnther members demands that such should be the 
course adopted. ' 

And, on his further motion 

The resolution was Adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Donaldson the Senate joint resolution en
titled 

"Joint resolution in regard to canvassing the vote for Gov
ernor," 

Was read, 



And, on his further motion 

The joint resolution was 

72 

Concurred in. 

Ordered that the Senate be informed thereof and the joint 
resolution returned to that bodv. . . . ~ 

. Mr. Demf)seygave notice that on to-morrow,or some future 
day, he ,vould ask leave to introduce a bill eµtitled · · 

"An act to incorporate the Peninsula Press Company of Wil
mington,· Delaware." 

· On motion, House adjourned tfotiFJanuary 12th, n o'clock, 
A.M;. 
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Tuesday,January 12, 1897~11·o'clock,A .. M. 

House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Pray(:!1; by the Chaplai11 . 

.. Roll calle~L Members present-Messrs .. Adams,. Davis, 
Dempsey, Dickey, Donaldson, Dukes, Eliason, Hazell, J. H. 
Hopkins, L. S. ·Hopkins," Johnson, Martin) McCoy, .McCul
lough,, Short, Smith, Taylor, Thompson, Whitney, · Mr. 
Speaker. · ' 

Mr. Doherty, Clerk of the Senate being admitted, informed 
the House tJ1atthe Senate. had adopted and requested. the• con,. 
currence ofthe Honse in a joint resolution .entitled 

• <! : ·/ • ' I 

"Joint resolution relating to the State Library Building," 

And presented the same to the House. 

Mr .. Dickey offered a resolution, . 

Which, on his motion, was reacl as follows:. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Elections be and they are 
hereby directed to open each ballot box and count every ballot 
in every election precinct in· New Castle County and report to 
the Honse the exact number of votes cast for each candidate 
forthe Legislature in said county, before incurring any costs in 
summoning of witnesses in the case whatever. 

Mr. Hazell moved to amend the resolution by placing the 
words "If they deem it necessary," after the word directed and 
before the words ''to open," . 



And moved the adoption of the amendment. 

Mr. Short called for the yeas and nays, which being taken 
were as follows: 

Yeas-Messrs. Adams, Davis, Dukes, Hazell, Johnson, Mar
tin, McCoy, Smith, W'hitney, Mr. Speaker-· IO . 

• Nays-· Messrs. Dempsey, Dickey, Doha\dson, Eliason, J. H. 
Hopkins, L. S. Hopkins; McCullough, Short, Taylor, Thomp
son-. 10. 

The vote being a tie the Speaker cleclated the ari1endment lost. . . . . . . ' ' 

Mr'. Dickey moved the adoption of th~ 'original resolution; 

Mr. Short called for the yeas and nays, which being taken, 
were as follows: 

Yeas.:._Messrs. Adams, Dempsey, Dickey, Donaldson, Elia~ 
son, J. H; Hopkins,L. S. Hopkins, Martin, McCullough, Short, 
Taylor, Thompson-:-I2. 

Nays,-Messrs. Davis, Dukes, Hazell, Johnson, McCoy, 
Smith, Whitney, Mr. Speaker~.·· 

So the resolution was declared 

Mr. Donaldson offeteda resolution., 

Which, on his motion, was read as follows: 

Adopted. 

Resolved, -That the Clerk be directed to: procure: stationer\' 
for the use of the reporters of the newspapers, · 

'. 

And, on his further motion • 
' 

The, resolution was Adopted. 

M~. Donaldson, securing the floor on aquestion .. of perso.nal 
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privilege, .begged leave to decline the appointments he had .re
ceived on the various committees frotn the. Speaker. 

On motion of Mr. Hazell the .Clerk was directed to inform 
the Senate that the Hottse ,vas now ready to meet in joint ses
sion for the purpose of ,<;anva~sing the vote for Governor. 

JOINT MEETING. 

Hall of the House of Representatives, 

Jam1arv 12th, 1897-_:n o'clock, A. M. 

Th.e two Houses being convened in joint meeting, 

On motion of Mr. Pyle of the Senate, 

fhe resolution convening the Houses was read by' the Clerk 
of the · Senate, as follows:. 

"JOINT RESOLUTION CONVENING THE TWO 
HOUSES TO· OPEN AND PUBLISH THE. RE

TURNS .OF THE VOTE FOR GOVERNOR AT 
THE LAST. GENERAL. ELECTION." 

Resolved,. tfr the Senate and House . of Representatives of 
the State of D~laware in· Gei1eral Assemb~y ·met, . 

ThaH:he members of the Senate and members of the House 
of Representatives assemble in the 'hall· of the Bouse of 'Repre
sentatives at II o'clock, A. M., onTuesday, the 12th inst, to,he 
present at the openirig anch)ublishitig, according to the Con
stitution of this State, of the returns of election held in the sev
eral counties -of the State, on the Tuesday next after the first 
Monday in November last, for Governor, and that two tellers 
bea:ppointed to wit: 

One.on the part of the Senate and one on the part of the. 
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Ho1.1se of Representatives, to make a list of the votes cast, as 
the same shall be published fr01n said returns: · 

Adopted at Dover, January r1, 1897. 

On motion ofMr. Taylor,of the House, Mr. Harrington, 
Speaker o·f the Senate, appointed Mr. Fenimore, of the Senate, 
and Mr. Donaldson, of the House of Representatives, as tellers. 

Mr. Harrington, Speaker of the Senate, thereupon opened 
and published the official returns oL the election in the several 
counties of this State for Governor, from which it appeared that 
on the Tuesday next after the first Monday in November last, 
J\. D., 1896, there were given 

FOR EBE \V. TUNNELL: 

I11N<::w Castle County .........•.......•....•..... 9,6oo votes 
In Kent County .................. : ... , ; ...... 2,008 votes 
[n Sussex County . ; . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,899 votes 

Total ...... '.······· ...... ,.; .. ; .. ~ ..... 15,507 

FOR JOHN H. HOFFECKER: 

In New Castle County , .............. : ...... 5,629 votes 
In Kerit Coimty .. , . : . .......... : ...... : ..... 1,759 :votes 
In Sussex County . ; : ................... '. . . . . . 3,626 votes 

Total .............•... , ... ·• .... , ...... Ir,014 

FOR JOHN C. HIGGINS. 

In New Castle County ........................ 6,219 votes 
In . Kent County ..•..•..................... , . . . 73 vote!:> 
In Sussex County ......... •· ........... ; ..... ,. 862 votes 

Total·: ............. , ....•........ .c ••• • 7,'(54. 
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FOR DANIEL GREEN: 

In New Castle· County ..•..•.................... 348 votes 
In Kent County ............ , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ~3 votes 
I.n Sitssex County .. , . ._ . ·. , .........• :.; •.. , ; ...... Yr7 votes 

Total, ..... · .. , .... , ........•... , ......•.... 548 

FOR LOUIS N. SLAUGHTER: 

In New· Ca:stleCounty .......................... 769 votes 
In Kent County·. , ............ '. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64 votes 
ln Sussex Countv .. ; .. ; , . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22 votes 

1'otal ...... , .............. ·, ... · ....... ·· .· .855 

FOR PETER J. FORD: 

In New Castle County , .... •· •...........•. ; . •· ... ; 2 votes 
In Kent County ................................. no votts 
In Sussex Coui1ty ...•........................... no votes 

rfotal .................................... 2 · 

FOR HUMPHREY·LYNCH: 

In New Castle County .. , . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I vote 
In Kent Countv ... • ..................... · ...•... no votes 
In Sussex Cou~ty ....... • .....• · .......... ; : . l ..... no vot1~s 

rfotal ......... , .. ·, . . , ...... , ; ........... l , I 

TOTAL·VOTE· FOR GOVERNOR: 

For Ebe \iV. TunneH .. , ...... , •· ............. ; ...•. 15,507 
For John ·H. Hoffecker ....... ·, .... ; ....... : .. .: ..... n;o14 
For John C. Higgins ... , ............ • ..•........•.. 7,154 
For Daniel Green ..............• ; . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 548 
For L. N. Slaughter ........... : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 855 
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For Peter J. Ford . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 
For Humphrey Lynch ............. -. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I 

Ebe VI/. TunneH's plurality ................... 4,493 

Ebe Vv. Tunnell, .having r.eceived .a plurality of 4,493 votes, 
was declared by the Speaker of the Senate to have been duly 
elected Governor of the State of Delaware, on Tuesday next 
after the first Monday in November last, for the Constitutional 
term of four yec1.rs frpm_the third Tuesday inJanuary instant .. 

The Speaker of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives then signed two certificates of election of Gov
ernor,. which .were . attested . by. the . Clerks of . the· respective 
Houses. 

On motion of Mr. Donaldson, of the House, the certificates 
as signed and attested, ·were read as follo,vs: 

STATE OF DELAWARE, ss. 

Be it known that the General Assembly, havmg met at Dover, 
Hezekiah Harrington, Speaker ofthe Senate, on the 12th day 
of January in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred' 
andninety-,seven.(1897). did.open and publish in the presence of 
the members of the Senate and oft he House of Representatives, 
according to th.e. Constitution of the said State, the returns .oi 
the election held in the several counties of the saiclState, on the 
Tuesday:next after the first Monday in November. last, for Gov
ernor, and. by said returns, it appears t!1at Ebe W. Tunnell was 
on the Tuesday next after the first Monday in November last, 
duly chosen Governor of the State of Delaware, according to 
the Constittition and laws of the. State, to hold. the said office Df 
Governor during four years from the. third Tuesday of January 
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inst, agi:eeably to the Constitution. 

HEZ. HARRINGTON, 

Speaker of tlie Senate. 

EMORY B. RIGGIN, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
Attest: 

SIMON P. DOHERTY, 

Clerk of the Senate. 

GEO W. SPICER, JR., 

Cler~ of the Honse of Representatives. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, of the House, 

The Journals of the two Houses were read by their respective 
Clerks and compared. 

On motion of Mr. Pyle, of the Senate, 

The two Houses separated, and the members of the Senate 
returned to their chamber. 

On motion of Mr. Donalclso11, the Clerk was instructed to 
have 200 copies of the Rules and 200 copies. of the standing 
committees printed. 

Mr. Dempsey moved that the Special Committee appointed 
to draft rules for government of intercourse between the two 
Houses, be clischargecl, 

Which motion Prevailed. 

The Speaker presented a communication from the Board of 
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Trade, of Dallas, Texas, concerning a National Bankrupt Bill. 

The Clerk was directed to file same. 

On motion the House adjourned, to meet Wednesday at II 

o'clock, A. M. 
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,i\Tednesday, January 13, 1897-II o'clock, A. M. 

House met pursuant to adjournri1ent. 

Prayer by the Chaplain; 

.Roll. called. Memb.ers present-· Messrs .. Adams,. Davis, 
Demps1;;y; Dickey, Donaltl'son, Eliason, Raz.ell; J; H. Hopkins; 
L S. Hopkins, Johnson, Martin, McCoy, McCullough, Short, 
Sn1ith, Taylor, Thompsoh, ¥lhitriey, Mr. Speaker . 

. J 011.rnal rea·d and apprciv.ed. 

1.'lle Sp.eaker presented a series of resolutions adopted at a 
cot1yentiqn of th1;; Episcopal' Diocese .of Delaware, in r'egard to 
prison reform, which were read: 

The Speaker referred the communication from t.he Board of 
Trade of Dallas, Texas; to Committee on Federal Relations, 

Calling for reports· from standing committees. None offered. 

Mr. Mcrqx, Chcjtirm~ri .QJ. ~pedal Joint Committee, ap
pointed to,arranie for inaugt'.iration of Governor, presented re
portof that committee, 

Which, on motion, was received and read as follows: 

:REPORT OF THEINAUGURAL COMMITTEE. 

TheJ:ointC,ommittee appointed to arrarige for the inaugura.:. 
tion .of the. GoVernor:-elest,: beg Jeave to report .tl'lata sum of 
three· hundred and fifty dollars ($350) be appropriated for the 
expenses incurred for said inauguration . . 6H . 
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'vVe beg leave to suggest the following Committee on Ar
ran~ements: 

John H. Jones, E. L. Clark, Ridgely Harrington, Caleb Pen
newell, R .. R. Kenney, George M. Jones, James H. Hughes, 
George Millington, ·Wilson T .. Caven.der, Dr. J. Linn Pratt, 
R. L. Holliday, Harry Richardson, General Garrett J. Hart, 
Lewis E. Eliason, Colonel Evan G. Boyd, George H. Eccles, 
James B. Toman, Thomas F. Kane, Ferris Giles, E. R. Coch
ran,Jr., Simon P. Doherty, George Carter, Andrew S. Eliason, 
'vVilliam G. Janvier, Frank R. Poole, 'vVilliam Ross, R. T. Cann, 
Jr., John C. Stuckert, Delaware Clark, John M. Clayton, Col
onel A. D. Chaytor, Wm. H. Boyce, Edward Hern, 'vVoodward 
Martin, Dr. W. F. Hoey, Charles Clifton,· Hugh. Colbreth, 
Thomas C. Frame, Jr., 'vVilliam Saulsbury, W. W. Richard~
son, Vvilliam Pennewell, Dr. C. C. Coler, H. C. Hevron, Frank 
Smith, 'vV. D. Denney, Arley Megee, H. M. Wilkinson; Henry 
Ridgely, Jr., G. G. Massey, Dupont Walker, Watson Harring,
ton, Colonel G. · Parke Postles, Colonel C. M. Stephenson; 
Colonel E. P. Stacy, John D. Hawkins, Henry E. Cain, Captain 
Thomas A. Kane, and Samuel Adams, Jr. 

JOHN PYLE, 
JOHN M. C. MOORE, 

Senate. 

WILLIAM B. McCOY,· 
J. FRANK ELIASON; 
JAMES A. MARTIN, 

On Mr. McCoy's further motion 

The report was 

House. 

Adopted. 

Mr. Doherty, Clerk of -the Senate, being admitted, informed 
the House that the Senate had passed and 'requested the con
currence o.fthe House in the following Senate bill (No. 4,) en
titled 

"An act to enable the Governor to appoint an additional 
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Notary Public fo1· )Vilmington .hundred, New Castle .County.H 

On motion .. of Mr. Donaldson,· the bill (S. B. .No. 4) entitled 
• -,.' .-. • : '__, <' • • • • , • ' •• • •• 

''An act ·to enable the Governor to appoint an aclditional 
Notary Public for Wilmington hundred, New Castle County," 

Was read a first time, 

And further on his motion, Rule 12 was suspended as to this 
bill.. . 

And it was read a second time, by title, 

And referred to the ·committee·on. J ucliciary. 

On.motion of Mr. Dickey the _rule.was suspended in order to 
ihtrocluce and have read a first time the bill (H. B. No. r)en,, 
titled 

"An act to protect the health of tl1e citizens of vVilmington," 
' . 

And further on his motio1i, Rule 12 was suspended as to this 
bill. 

And it was read a second time, by title, 

And referred to the Committee on Municipal Corporations. 

Mr; Doherty, Clerk of the Senate~ being admitted, informed 
the House that the Senate had adopted and requested the con
curr~nce of the House in sundry joint resolutions·entitled 

"Joint resolution appinting a Joint Committee to settle with 
the State Treasurer." 

"Joint resolution in relation to Enrolling Clerk." 
; . ' ,· 

"Joint resoluti.on adjournirig both Houses," 

An<1 presented the sa111e to the House. 



84 

Mr: McCoy offered a ioiifr resolutioil entitled 

. ''Joint resbltttibll a1jpfoiJi-iatirig t11ree htindred and fifty ($350) 
dollars for the expenses of. the Inauguration Committee," 

' . 

WJiich, on' his rriotioii, was· feacl, 

And, on his fur'ther motion 

The jo'hit tesoluti61; was· 

Ordered to the Senate for. concurrence. 

Adopted. 

Mr. McCoy gave notice thaton to-m01-rpw, or .some future 
day, he would ask leave to introduce a bill entitled 

''Ah a.cffo divorce Carrie Bolte fro111 her l1i.1Sbahd; \Villiam 
i'. Bolte, a vinculo mafrimonii." 

· Mr. Davis offered a resolution; 

Which, on his motion, wasread as·follows: 

Resolved, That a committe.e of three be appointed to procure 
a room for the Clerk of the House.·, · 

Arid , on .his further niotion 

The resolution was · Adopted. 

The Spe:.:i.ker riatned as the committee,: Messrs. Davis, Shor\ 
and Donaldson. · 

Mr. W. R. Davis gave notice that ori fQ:1110.rrow; .orsome 
day, he would ask leave to introduce a bill entitled 

''An act to enable the Commissioners of School District No. 
48, in Kent County; to borro~ iiiondy for building purposes:;' 

On motiori the House a<ljourried urttilj o'~l&k, P. M.· 



Same Day~3 o'clock, P. M . 

. House met. pursuai1t to adjournmenf 

.lVI~.· pen1ps,~y Off~re~ a r~sp.1utim1; · 

\Vhich, on his motion, \\1as read as follows: 1 

Resol".'c:4, Tl,1<1-t clµrjr,g H'l-f c9\t,11ting qf tpe Ri-l:Bots in tJ1N ~~~e 
of Cheairs vs. Dickey, the contestant a1icl contestee be repre-
sented by C0,)1p~el <J.pf1 f cl~f )_{ ~,p.d lfrnt sai<jl c!~fk~ ~QUllt <;1nd 
tabulate said ballot as counted. · 

. l.\!Ir: De1npsey ffl~Vt;P. the ~qgptj9n oj Jll~ r~soJJ,tJion. 
, , , , I , , ' ' ; ' , '. , ' <., • ' '. , / , ; ' ~ , , -· '.: : , ,I ; ,- : , , 

Mr. Short called for yeas and nays. 

yeas and nays were ordered, ~hic·h, being taken, were. as 
follows: 

Yeqs--;-:-Messrs. J\da~ns, p~mpsey, Dickey, Don~lfi~on, J. H. 
Hopkins, McCullough, Short, Taylor,"Thompson--9. 

Nays-Messrs. Da~is, Hazell,· L. S. Hopkins, Johnson, Mar
tin, McCoy, Smith, Whitney, Mr . .Speaker--9. 

lJefqff .th,~ :111nouncement .of tp,e-yqt!:! Mr .. r~az.~P .a,ske.d, and 
obtained leave to change his vo'te froin riay, to yea, . . .. 

. Andthe vote on tl1e resolution,was,ye~s; rq; n_ays, ~.; 
!. , - : ' _" '•·' I ' • , " .' ~ , ' - • 

. And-the resolution was declared. 
: ~ '> ' ' .! ' .. ' i_ '; > ' ' ' ' : i : ' ' ; ' ' ' ' : 

Mr. Donald~on offered a joint resolution·· ent_itled 

.. ''Jpint resql~t~on . adjq~fning J?pJh: Iiot1se~ · of General As-
sembly;'' · · · ·· · · · · ' · ·· · · '· ·· · ·. ' " 1 •• 

Which, or{ his motion, was read; . · 
,· ·, ' : 
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And, on his further motion, was 

Ord~red to the Senqte for com;:urrence. 

Adopted. 

Mr. Doherty, Clerk of. the. Senate, being admitted,· informed 
the House that the Senate had concurred i11 the joint resolution 
entitled 

"Joint resolution appropriating three hundred and fifty dol
lars for the expen?es of the Inauguration Committee," .· · 

And returned tlie joh1t resolution to the House. 

Mr. Doherty, Clerk of the. Senate, being admitted, informed 
the House that the Seµate had adopted and requested the con
currenc~ of the House in a joint r.esolution entitled 

"Joint .resolutio~1 concerning the inauguration ceremonies," 

And presentedthe same to the House. 
. - . ' 

On motion of Mr. :Uickey, the Senate joint resolution entitled 

''Joint resolution concerning the inauguration ceremonies," 

Vvas read, 

And, on his further motion, was· Concurred. in .. 

Ordered that the Senate be informed thereof and the 'joint 
resolutionreturned to that body. 

Mr. Adams, on behalf of the· Committee on Judiciary, tJ 
whom had been referred the bill (S. B. No.4) entitled 

. "An act to enable the . Governor. to appoint . an additional 
Notary Public for Wilmington hundred, New Castle County,'' 

Reported the same back. favorably to. the House with the 
recommendation that the bill• pass.·· 
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pn motio11 of l\1r. bickey, tI-1e bill 

\/\/ as taken up for consideratio1i, · 

.. And read. a third time, by paragraphs, in order. to pass the 
House • 

. On the question, "Shall this bill pass the Ho1;1se?" 

The question was decided in the affirmative,·. 

And the bill having received the required majority, 

Passed the House. 

Ordered that the Sen~te be informed thereof and. the bill re
turned to that· body. 

Mr. Doherty, Clerk of the Senate, being admitted, informed 
the House .that the Sei1ate had.· non-concurred in the House 
joint resolution entitled 

··· ''Joint resolution adjourning both Houses,". 

And returned the same to the House. 
' . ' 

On motion of Mr. Johnson, the Senate joirit resolution en·· 
~~ .. ' ' 

"Joint· tesol11tion adjourning· both. Houses,'' 

\/Vas read, 

And,. on his ,further 111otio,n 

The joint resolution was Concurred· m. · 
' ' 

Ordered that the Senate be informed thereof and the joint 
resolution returned to that body. 

• 1' 
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Ivfr; .McCullough gav~ notice that .op. to-morrqw, qr }011ll~ 
fnture day, he would ask leavefo i11tfod1..icea bill e11titled . 

· "Act in relation to life i11sttra11ce." 

"An act to protec:t thehealth. of· Wilmingt<m,", 

· Reported the same backto the B;ouse fa';Orably with recom:. 
mendation thatth~ bill pass. · · · · 

Mr. Dit;key moved that Rule I2 be susperided in otd~r that 
the bill be l,'ead a third time, by paragraphs, in order to 1>,as;, the 
House,· · ·.. ·. · · · ·. ·.· · · · ·· 

. Ori_ which question the yeas a1~d n~ys were· called for. 

The yeas an<l11ays were.ordered, which, 011be1ng takeii,were 
· as follows: ·· · · · · 

Yeas...._Messrs. ·Denipsey, D,ickey, Donaldson, f If. J:fop
kins, Martin, McCoy, McCullough, Short, Taylor, Thompson 
~Q -

... :r;Jays~:i\1essrs. Adanis, D<l,~is, I,I~zeH, t,~ S. Iiopl-;:in~,Jqhn~ 
son, Smith, \Vhitnei· Mr. Speaker_:__g; . . " . . . • , 

. -~he motion noth.~ving receiv~d ~~~r~ci11ir~d-tw,o-tl1irH~ ,ma .. 
·JOrtty, . . . ·. 

Was declared 

On motion the House adjourned ~ntil Friday, I I 

·A .. l\f .. 
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Friday, Janttary r5, 1897-r:1 o'clock, A. l\f 
' ' 

House met pttrsuant t() adjoprnrr~ent. 

Prayer by the Chaplain. ; 

·. Roll called.· Members pr:esent~Messr:s. Adamq, Davis, 
Dempsey, Dickey, Donaldson, Dukes, Eliason; Hazell, J. H. 
Hop1<ins, L. S. Hopkins, Johnson, Martin, McCoy McCul
lough, Short, Smith, Taylor, Thompson, ·Whitney, Mr. Speaker. 

Journalread and appr9ve<l. · 

iVfr. L. S. Hopkins· presented a. rnemorial fro111 Pomona 
Grange, Sons of Husbandry, in relation to election of United 

. States Se11ator, : , ' ' 
. ' 

vVhich, on moti~n was received and reacl. 

lVIr. Hazell movecl that the vote by which th~ bill(S. B.'No. 4) 
entitled . .. · .. · . · / . 

f • f 

; 

· "An act to enable the· Governor to appoint· an ,ciddittonal 
Notary Public for Wil111ingfon hundred." / 

. . 
Be. reconsidered, 

. vVhkh motion Prevailed .. 

Mt. Donaldson moved .that· the bill he referred b~ckto the 
. cm;mnittee, • 

vVpjch motioi~. · Prt!yailed. 

0n motj·on of 1,\1:r. Dickey, the bill (H. B. No. r} entitled· 
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"An act for the benefit of the health of vVilni111gton, Del.," 

Was taken up forconsideratio~, 

And further: on his motion the bill .was reada third time, byJ 
. ····paragraphs, in order fop ass the House, 

. · · ©n the :question, <tShalt this bilf pass ihe House ?'1 · 
The question was d~cided ·in the, affirmative, 

' ' 

;And·.the.'bilf havingreceivedthe required.majority, 

Ordered to the Senate for S:::oncurrence. 
' . 

Mr .. Dickey gave notice that on to-111.0rrow, or some future 
day,. he would asJ< leave to introdµce a biH entitled 

' , .. , ' . ' . . 

"4n act entitled 'An act in rdation. to taxing. ekpress corri-
panies in respect to doing a banking business." .. · .. 

Mr. Hazell offered a resolution, 

vVhich, on his motion; was. read as follovvs: 
' . 

Reso1~ed, Thit the Speaker of this, Hottse he, and is hereby 
authorized, empowered-and. directed to issue subprenas. which 
shall be attested by the Clerk, directed to William R. Flinn, 
present Sheriff of New Castle Cot111ty, and P~ul Gillisr late 

· Sheriff of New Castle County, commanding them to deliver an 
rehlrns, certificates, ballot boxes, keys and papers· and docu-:: 
ment.s · pertaining to an election held in New Castle County on·· 
the'3rd clay of November, A D~, 1896,to this body forthwith; 
whereupon the Speaker shalf refer said retums, Certificates, bal-' 
lot boJ{es, keys, papers and documents to the .Committee of 
Elections of this House for investigation and examination.· .. · 

.. Ml Hazell 1i;ovedthe :adoptton· of the ·resohitfon, 
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' On which questionthe yeas and nays were ordered, ·which, 
on beiilg taken, were. as follows: 

Yeas-Messrs. Adams, Davis, Dempsey, Dickey, Donald
son, .. Dukes, Eliason, Hazell, J .. H ... Hopkins, L. S. Hopkins, 
Johnson, Martin, McCoy, McCullough, Short; Smith, Taylor, 
Thompson, vVhih1ey, and Mr. Speaker.-..-:..20. . 

Nays:-'"":None. · 

And the resolution was declared Adopted. 

Mr .. Donaldson moved that the House do now adjourn untii 
·Monday next at 5 o'clock, P. M. · 

On.which motion the yeas and nays were ordered, which, on 
:being taken, were as follows: . . . 

Yeas-Messrs. Adams, . Dempsey, Dickey, Donaldson, 
Dukes, McCoy, McCullough, Short, Taylor, Thomps41n-'-IO. 

· Nays--Messrs. Davis, Eliason, Hazell, J. H. Hopkins, L. S. 
Hopkins, Johnson, Martin, Smith, vVhitney, :M:r. Speaker-IO .. 

The vote being a tie, the motion was · declared Lost. 
. . 

Mr. McCullough, in pursuance of previous notice, and 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, 

Obtained leave to introduce a bill (H. B. No. 2) entitl'ed . 
"An act in relation to life insurance," 

Which, on motion of Mr. McCullough, 

Was react 

Mr. \f./. R. Davis gave notice that on to-morrow, or some 
future day, he ,vonld ask leave to introduce a bill entitled 
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· "An act to amend an act entitled 'An act to amend a;1 act en
titleci'.'An act to incorporate th'e C11~~ter and Wilm:ington ~lec
tric Railwav Company.' " Chapfer 38, Volume 20, Delaware 
Laws. ., · ·· 

Mr. McCoy gave notice that on to-morrow, or some future · 
clay, he \vould askleave to introduce a bill entitled 

"An act to amend an act entitled 'An act making Saturdays 
throughout the year, from and after the first day of June in the 
year 1895; half holidays in the City e>f Wihqington for banking 
and trust company purposes.' " ' ' ' ' '' . ' ' ' 

Mr. Hazell moved that the House do now adjoun1 until i\1Ion-
day next at rt o'clock, A. M:, · · · ·· · · ·· · 

· On which motion the yeas and nays were ordere4, which, on 
being taken, were as follows: · · · · · · · · ' · · ·· · · 

Yeas---Messrs, Davis, Dqkes; Elia~on, Hazell,J. +-I. Hopkins, 
LS. Hopkins, Johnson, Martin, McCoy, Sniith, Whitney, and 
Mr. Speaker-r2. 

Nays-Messrs. Adams, Dempsey, Dickey, Donaldson, l\i.Ic · 
CuHough, Short, Taylor, Tl10mnsoiJ~· · 

Ancl the 1119tion Prevailed. 

And the House adjourned, to meet )Y.[onday ny7Ct at Ir o'~lock 
AM ' ' ''... ,.1 .. ·,' . . ' 



93. 

lv!onday, January 18, 1897-11 o'clock, A. M. 

House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the<Chaplain. 

Roll called ... Members present-Messrs. Adams; Davis, 
De1:11psey, Dickey, Donaldson, Eliason, Hazell, L. S. Hopkins, 
Johnson, Martfo, McCoy, McCullough, Short, Smith, Taylor, 
Thompson, Whitney, Mr. Speaker. 

J om:nal read a11d approved. 
. . 

Sheriff Patil Gillis, of New Castle County, being present in 
a_nswer t.o subpcena from the House, presented to the Speaker 
the tally sheets from New Castle County that were used atthe 
last general election in said county, 

.·. W,hich the Speaker receiv.ed .andturnecl over to the chairman 
of the Con\rnittee ori Elections. . . . 

Committee reports, 

Mr. Hazel, on b~,lialf: o(tl1e Committee on Elections, pre-' 
sentecl the report of the iiivestigation made by the committee in 
the contested electi01:i ·case. of John T. Dickey vs. Woodward 
W. Cheairs, of New Castle County, as follows: 

To the House of Representatives of the State of Delaware: 

Your· Com.mittee 01~ Electlons to whom was referred the 
contest of Woodward 'vV. Cheairs against John T. Dickey for 
a seat in this body frofo New Castle Com1ty, respectfully sub
mit the following report: 

Ptirsuant to tHe .instructions of tliis Hottse, we have carefully 
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examined all of the ballots contained in the ballot boxes of aH 
the Election Districts in New Castle County, and we have 
counted and tabulated allthe votes contained in said boxes and 
cast for vVilliam B. McCoy, James T. Taylor, David K. Don
aldson, 'Noodward W. Cheairs, Robert McCullough, Charles 
G. Dempsey and John T. Dickey, and find as follovv·s: 

That William B. McCoy received ten thousand three hundred 
and fifty-seven votes; thatJ ames T. Taylor received ten thous
and· and forty-nine votes; that David K. Donaldson received 
nine thousand five hundred and thirteen votes; that \Vooclward 
W. Cheairs received nine tho1.1sancV five hundred and six votes; 

. that Robert McCullough received nine thousand five htindi"ed 
. and five votes; that Charles G. Dempsey received nine thousaiid 

four hundred and eighty-three votes·; ·that"Johri T. Dickey reJ 
ceived nine thousand four hundred and fifty~seven votes. 

From the foregoing count we find that Woodward W. 
· Cheairs received nine thousand five hundred· and · six votes 

(9,506) and John T. Dickey received nine thousand four hutF 
dred and fifty-seven votes (9,457), showing that. t~1e said Wood~ 
ward W. Cheairs received forty-nine (49) votes more than the . 
saidJohn T. Dickey, and that the said Vvoodward W. Cheairs 
is lawfully,justly and rightf1..1lly entitled to these.at in this.Ho~se, 
nmv held by the said John T. Dickey. 

B. A. HAZELL, . ··. 

THOMAS JOHNSON,. 

:-VVILLIA.M ~. McCOY, 

A.. SMITH, 
Committee on Elections. 

After ~eading of the reporfMr. Hazell o:fferecl the following 
resolution, 

\,Vhich, on his motion, was read as· follows: 

Resolved; That Woodward W. Cheairs was elected to ·the 
office of R~presentative in, the General Assembly of the State 
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of Dela ware from. N e,v Castle Courity at· the electioil held oi1 
the third day of November, A. D., 1896, and JohnT. Dickey is 
hereby oustecHrom his seat in this House and Woodward \iV. 
Cheairsis hereby declared elected and entitled to said seat, and 
the Speaker .is hereby directed to achninister the oath of office 
to said Vv ooclward Vv. Cheairs as such Rep.resentative. 

Mr. Dempsey moved to lay the motion on the table, 

.And called for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays v,1ere ordered, and on being taken; ,vere as 
follows: 

Yeas-Messrs. Adams, Dempsey, Donaldson, L. S. Hop
kins, McCullough, Short, Taylor, Thompson-8. 

· Nays__:_Messrs. Eliason, .Davis, Hazell, Jol111son, Martin, Mc
Coy, Sniith, Whitney, Mr. Speaker--9. 

And the question was decided in the negative, 

And the motion. was declared Lost.· 

Mr. Doherty, Clerk of the Senate, being admitted, informed 
the House that the Senate had adopted and requested the con
currence of the Ifottse in a joint resolution entitled 

• . I . 
. . 

"Jointresolution convening the two Houses for the purpose 
of attending the inauguration of the Governor," . : 

And presented the same to the House. 

Mr. Adams moved that the Hohse do now ·acljottrn until ,) 
o'clock P. ·M., ' 

On which motion the yeas and nays were called for. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. which, on being .taken, were 
as follows: · 



Yeas_:._Messrs. Adams, Dempsey, Dickey, Donaldson, Mc-
CuUough, Short, Taylor,. Thornpson-8. · 

Nays.:....,..Messrs. Davis, Eliason, Hazell, L. S. Hopkiris, John.'
son, Martin, McCoy, Sl'nith, \Vhitney, Mr. Speaker_:_IO, 

And the motion was declared Lost. 

Mr. Dempsey presented the minority report of the committee · 
on .contested elections, 

\~'hicli, on: his motion, was read as follows: 

To the House of Representatives of the State of Delaware: 

. In reporting to•·the. House the· c.onditions. wl1ich ·have pre
vailed during the so-called counting and tabulation of the vote 

·. in the contest of ·woodwarcl V,l. Cheairs againstJohn T. Dickey, 
the sitting member, it is first to be said that the committee has 
entitrely disregarded and absolutely violated the resolutio11 
passed by this House, which was as follows: 

' 

"Resolved, That the Committee on Elections be and .are 
f1ereby clirected to open each ballot box and count every ballot 
in every election precinct in New Castle County and report to 
the House the exact number of votes cast for each caridiclate for 
the Legislature in said. county before incurring any costs in 
summoning of witriess,es in the case whatever." 

N otwithstancling the clear wording. of the resolution the 
committee determined at the outset thatthey would count no 
votes except for the Democratic candidates, although. theVotes . 
for these candidates were found on at least three of the tickets 
as printed on the official ballot, but the ~ommittee proceeded to 
count only the votes for those candidates wherever found and 
did not even count the votes of Mr: J. Frank Eliason, one of 
the sitting members from New Castle County. The're is noth
ing therefore, which appears· or can appear by the report of 
the committee made to this House that any one in New Castle 
County except seven Democra.ts received any votrs for seats in 
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this,J:loqse,. • This )sj11 ~lirect co1tflict with theq,vording iand · 
intention of tlie .resolution which directed the :co111111ittee to 
count the ballots and report ~'The exact n um her of votes cast for 
each candidate for the Legislature in said county.'' Ni1mer6us 
ifregqlarities .are. hereinafter pointed out. for the benefit. of the. 
]io.use. One of ·the most glaring of the unfair rulings oL'the 
·committee towardthe c6ntestee ·was that he.was ncitallowecl.tr1 
na1i1e a1iyqne to be associated tothe persons named by the CQI1· 

testant or by the committee to take charge. of, .guard and pre~ 
serv~ intactthe ballotboxes._durii1g the.extended·count. ·Pro., 
test·after protest was entered as is hereinafter shown, but no .. 
heed was paid to them by the committee, which had no hesita
tion in disregarding the terms of the resolution. A mi.mber of 
ballot. boxes ,had the appeara11ce of having. been tampered with . 

. Counsel for Mr: Dickey. prptested again :incl 'again:about the 
ballots;inthese boxes being counted, but the commiueere£usec1 
to:change their ctnirse in any way and.proceeded to C:ounUhe 
vqtes:inth~ boxes, .Votes that \.vere blurred. and mutilated, on· 
which,Mr. Dickey's name. was scratched, .were, counted, :ale. 
though .. counsel for Mr. pickey previously, ·protested against 
such.a proceeding .. In, the. East District of the Seventh·· \Varel 
an outsicle;ballot box covering was gone and thtinnecbox tie(\ 
qp with ropes, . The ballots ofthis box were also coun'ted as it 
the :bqx had been.properly sealed according to law. ·Wheh .the. 
s~~qncl J=>istr:ict of the ,TI;enth. ward was:oeing coi.tntecl ·Olli Sato.,. 
nrcfay afternoon last, there was not a quormn ·otthe committee 
present; but notwithstanding this fact; which counsel for Mr. 
Dickey l:iroughtJo'.their ilotice;· the>countwas proceeded:w;it:h 
and ba:Uo.ts. counted:asjf there.had been a quorum present' At 
five miµµtes past eight on Si.mclay night at the begirining ofthe 
cqµrit::of. the·F.ourthDistrict: of the-Tenth. ward,t:he manner of. 
connti:ng the .ballots ,vas changed. They :were· then counted,, 

, not_'by tea=dirtg_:ea:ch.'.i1ari:J.e, as had been the rule from the be~ 
ginning of the count,but we-r_e placed i!l, bu.riches 3:~cl were then 
couritecl in bulk. . The cotfrisei:f or·Mr: Dickey pfotesfed against 
any cfo,.nge in the manJ:ie_r o( counting. J:'he c9~nt as, it.:was 
then being made was followiilf(llie' pfovisioiis \if otfr·sfafote in 
this_ State prqvicling {or tl1e c?"unti~1g of the paUots: by the elec
tion offic~it·• Not"".itlistanding th~'faipropriety: 0£ st1ch'a pro-. ·7H>' .. ., . . ...... ' r.:,· .... . 
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. ceeding and.despite the protest of cotmsel,the 'committee pro,-• 
ceeded in their own way, and counsel for Mr. Dkkey and hi..;; 
representatives refused to· be. prese11t any 1Bnger at the· investi:.. 
gation, since which time the vote has been counted without an:' 
representative for .Mr. Dickey. The· committee· accorded the•· 
counsel of Mr.Dickey but scant countesy, and their 1jroceedings 
from beginning to end seemed to be, unfair a11d biasecL lam 
informed during my absence that one or more• ballot box.es· 
were opened and.found to contain no votes. The ii.umber of· 
ballbts in one single district where no bal1ots were fomid in'the 
boxes was· much greater than the difference· between the vote· 
of Mr. Cheairs and Mr. Dickey, thus rendering it•absblt;tely 
impossible to arrive at any fair and equitable decision ·as to. 
whether Mr: Dickey or Mr::Cheairs received.the greater•1im11"' 
ber of votes cast in New Castle County. . · 

· There is alsO now·.lodgedin ~he hands of.the ·Speaker a're" 
quest by the contestee that a large number of witnesses be 
stibpcenaed to be examined in the cast, and therdore; no final 
report can be 1nade,' Itis also the opinion of several lawyers 
virho have been consulted thatthe ballot boxes were not proper
ly·in the•custody of' the ·person·orpe"tsons who. were•in posses-'· . 

· sion.ofthem at the time the delivery was made to the House( 
which delivery was only made by implication, the cause being 
presented .to lhe Speaker, who•turned.them over ·to the chair"·· 
man of the· committee; 

.it is.therefore recommended that.before ·any final action shall 
be taken in the case that a fuller and' fairer investigation in ac· ·. 
cordance ·with the original resolution• of the House shaU be 
made; and- the whole n1atter be folly reported at •sonie future 
meeting- ofthe House. · · · · . : · , . . . •·· . --. • · . · 

- . C. G: DEMPSEY. 
·, 

Mr. Donaldson offer~d'a resoluti~~' 

>.Which,.on his motion,.was read a·sJollows: -

. Resolved, Thafthe Committee on Ele~tions be instruded to. 
proceed with their investigation in the Cheairs vs. Dickey con -
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may be requested. · 

Mr. Donaldson moved the adoption of the resolution as.read. 

The, Speaker decided that the resolution was· not in· ordeL. 

Mr. Donaldson appealed from the Speaker's decision to the 
House, and called for the yeas and· naysi 

The yeas and nays were ordered, ,which, on being taken, were 
as follows: · · 

Yeas-Messrs. Davis, Eliason, Hazell, L. S. Hopkins, John· 
son, Martin, McCoy, Smith,•Whitney4. 

Nays-,-:Messrs. Adams;. Dempsey, Donaldson, McCullough, 
Taylor, Thompson-:-,-6; 

The majority ~oting in the affirmative; 

The Sp~aker's decision was ~leclared sustctined . 

. Mr. DempseYmo~ed tl;at the House do nov~ ad}our11 mitil 
·• fo'clock, P. M., 

.. ()nwhich motion the'. yeas and nays• were called for . 

. The.yeas and nays were :ordered, which,.onbdng taken, were 
as follows 

Yeas-;-:-fy.ressrs. · Adams, Dempsey, Dickey, Donf1ldson, Mc-
Cullough, Taylor, Thompson-'-7, · ' · · 

·Navs-::Messrs. Davis, Eliasbii;Hazell,L S.Hopkins,.John
son, l\rlcCoy, Martin, Smith, Whitney, Mr. Speaker--io. · · · 

·Lost. 

Mr. ,Donaldson moved· thatthe reoort and resolution from the 
Committee on Elections he laid on the table. · · 
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The Speaker decided thatthe motion was not in order. · 

Mr. Donaldson appealed from the Speaker's decision to the· 
House,and callecUorthe yeas,arid nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, which; on being taken, wen:.~ 
as follows: 

Yeas.:...._Messrs. Davis, ,Eliason, Hazell,} ohnson, Martin; Mc-' 
Coy, Smith, Whitney-'--8. · 

Nays-Messrs, Adams, Dempsey, Donaldson, McCullough, 
Short,Taylor; Thompson-7. . 

And the Speaker's decision was decla'.recl,stistained.• 

. ·.· The 'Speaker •decided.• 'that the·. previous• question *as. ih . or
der, and that the resolution of Mr. Hazell was ·now before tlfo 
House, and the House would proceed to vote on it. 

· J'he yeas and nays were called for. 

, ,The yeas and nays were ordered, which, on being taken, were 
asfollOw's: ' . '· 

Yeas-M~ssrs. Davis, Eliason, Hazell, I~. S.I-fopkins, John
son, Martin; McCoy, Smith, Taylor, Whitney,'Mr. Speaker..;.:..! r. 

Nays-Messrs;": Adarhs; Dempsey, DOnaklsori; McCullough, 
Short, Thompson-6. '· · · 

The resohttfo11 was de1:Ared _Adopte<l1,. 
' ' <' ; 

Mr. Taylor moved (l() ,reconsider. tli~ v:ote OI1the,foregoing 
resolution,. ' · · · · · · · · · · ' · " · ·· 

M.r. Hazell moved to fay the motion to rec:o.nsider ontlie table. 

The yeas and nays were.called for on the motion to Jay on the 
table. · · · · · 
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Yeas a11d nays were ordered,- which, on• being taken, ·were 
as follows: 

Yeas-:-:-Messrs. Davis, Eliason, Hazell, J ohn:son, Martin, Mc-
Coy, Smith, Whitney 1 Mr, Speaker-9. · 

Nays-Messrs. Dempsey, Donaldson, Mc:Culloug_h; Shor~, 
· Taylor, Thompson--6. 

The majority being· in. the affirmative, 

The 111.otion Prevailed. · 

·. On motion ofl\rfr. Hazell, the-Sp_eaker administered the oath 
to-Woodwar<l•W:··Cheairs; who hadbeendeclared by the House 
entitled to the seat occupied by John T. Dickey. 

· · -On motion the House adjourned until 3 o'clock, P. M~ 

.Same Day-_ . 3 o'_clock,· P. M . 

. ,H0t1se n1et putsuant:to adjournment· 

On motion of the .Speaker; the Senate joint resolution_'en•: 
00~ ' 

. "Joint resolution convening the two Houses for the purpose 
of .attendii1g -the inauguration of the Governor,": · 

\ 

Vv as taken up for consicleraticin,<and read: 
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Mr<'\V:hitneyrnoved thatthe joiritresolution as read be con-
ru~ ~ . 

Which motion 

Ordered that, the Senate be info~me<l thereof and the joint 
resoltltion returned to that· body, 

Mr. Donaldson offered a resolution, 

Which, on .his n10tion, w~s read as f61lo~s: 

.. R~solvecl; Thata committee consisting of Mr. Speaker an<l 
Messrs, Taylor and Whitney be hereby authorized to select and 
employ. an attorney for such legal· assistance· as the House may. 
find to be necessary. ' 

Mr ... HazeU moved that the ,resolution be laid over, 
.day, 

Which motion 

. Robert H. Wilson, Representative-elect from East Dover 
hundred; Kent County, appeared and was sworn in by the 

.. Speaker, and took his seat. 

Mr. Hazell. offer eel a resolution, 

\i\Thich, on his motion, was read as follows: 

Resolved,That this House hereby authorizesand directs the 
Chairman of. the "'ommittee on Elections to deliver up the pos
session of the ballot boxes and keys from New Castle County 

· to WiHiam R. Flinn; Sheriff of said county. 

On Mr. Hazell's further motion 

· Mr. Short offered. a, resolution;: 
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Which; or1 his 111otib11, was read as tollows: · · 
. ".,, 1:; ., . ' ' ','' ' "' '' 

.Whereas many complaints of unfair, 'cliscriminating: and ,ex
ccssiv.e freight charges 011 the f1·uit, grniii ai1d produce· of our 
farms in Delaware, as compared with the charges for eve11 
longfr hauls, of similar freight from other points, are made by 

' our 'farmers, . ' 

And whereas so much feeling against such a condition or 
·things ·exists thafLegi,slative investJgation at leastisdemanded 
in order that relief, if posi,ible, ma)' be afforded to Otti-Over
burdened people! 

Therefore, be it resolved that a committee of elevenme1ribefs , 
. .of this ljouse, .as follows: . David . K. Donalfison, ·. Charles G. 
Dethps•ey, Jam'es·T;Taylor.and 'Robert McCullough, of Ne .. v 
Castle County; Charles M, Adams, James A. Martiti and Robert 
H. Wilson, of KentCounty; Matt Ford Short, John C.:Thomp
son, Isaac N. Whitney and Elisha C. Dukes, of Sussex County; 
and. the Speaker as ex-officio mdnber, be and they are 'hereby 
authorized. and, directed to investigate f\tlly and exhaustively 
the n1a'tter 6'fthe freight rates of the railroads within the State, 

,wheth~r. such, freight. shall be. shipped into, out of, or through 
. this· Sfa'te, · ahcl fo' coi11pase the . rates and conditions carefully 
with the rates charged on like freight else\,vhere, and further to 

' investig~te yvhat influence, effed or connection, if. any, the free 
·1fass~ge3giv~r' to many persons ha's with the establishment and 
mafoten~nce of high rates of freight charges/and how bi::st the 
whole subject may be dealt with, and said committee is directed 
to report QY \>ill Or, otherwjseat. the present Se$SiQn, with foll 
power a11d atitlioritj, to suirin1011 aifrl call for persons a'ncl papers 
and to issue and have issued appropriate process, when neces
sary, to aid in their investigations, and fo add to 'the 1i:iernbership . 
of sa.id. committee and fiJl any vacancies which may occur 
therein. ' · · · · 

Ahd; o~Mr.Short's f.urthermotion. 

The resolution. was Ado~ted. 
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Mr. Martin gave. notice that on to-morro:w,. or some future 
day, he would ask leave to introduce a bill entitled · 

"A.n'ac.t:todivorce:'Nilliam B. Lo,yery.from hiswife, Mary 
L9wery, ,a vhic~tlo matrimonii." . . . . 

Mr. Martin gd;e notice that on.to-m~rrow, or,so111efott1~c 
clay, he would ask leave to introduce a bill entitled 

... "Arr ~ct to divorcel\iraggie M, Bryant from her husband, 
Harvey ,H. Bryant, ct vinculo. matrimonii." . 

On motion of Mr. Speaker, the Senate joint resolution· en-_ 
titled 

:'Joint resolutiolli11relation to. the s·tate. Library. Building,'' 
' . . . '.. ' . . . . " 

\!'fas're~d, 

A.ncl, on his furtl;er motion 
. . . . 

The jt>int resolutio11 was 

• Ordered that . .the Senate be informed thereof. and joint reso-
lution be returned to that body. ' . . . 

' ' . ,,. . .. ' 
. . . ' 

. The Speaker namecl · as commi.tte.e on. part of the Ho:use. iu 
relation to foregoing joint resolution, Messrs. Eliaspn, Davis, 
and Whitney'. . · 

Mr. Da;is, in pursuance of previous notice, ask~d, and; 

. · . On motion of Mr. Johnson, · 

Obtained leave to introduce ~ bill (H. B. No. 3) entitled 

"An act to amend an act entitled 'An act to amend an act to 
incorporate the Chester • ancl Wilm:ington Electric Railway 
Compa.n):/" Chapter 88, Volume 20, De.laware Laws 1 



-" '. ---.... ··-.. :. . ' ·. 

\i\T as read a first time. 

01f1TI()ti,91\Pf M!\,D<;1y~s,·tl:t:;;,enate.joinbres0Iut.i5>11 .. ~frti.tled 

. . "Joii,1tres0Jt1tion appoi11Hng aJoint·Com111i,ttee.to settle with .. 
··tlieStafo' Treasufora11d .. Sfate Audifot\" .. . . . 

:;::-\~ '·,·:, ·:::;) :,.,. '.:,: ·.,' '.;, q.J.l i ',• ,,·:·:·';:_-," ,·· ·, ;·' __ ;· 0 

· .. · C)rdet~d'th~{tJje·' Se1fafo'1ieJnfcfrnied tiiereof'iand 'the" joint . 
resolutiop be_ returned to. that body. · 

i ;'.'. :'· 

On motion of Mr. Jolinson·, the Senate jointhisolutiori e1i~ 
titled · · · 

;,}oirit•resohttion in relatiOn. to, a1iEn·r~lling ¢1erk, 

q)f as read. . · 

.. Mr. Donaldso11 rnoved that the joint res0I11tio11be non-con,. 
:curred in · · 
-~ .; -: ; ; <.' " '._: ' _, -, 

• 
1'\vtiifh ;rii&ti611 

· ·. ,Api:Ltl1~ j?h1t,r~~ohltic;m.,v3:sdeda,:e~,,, Non 7co11cur.red ,n. 

Ordered that the. Senate be informed th~reoLandthe,joint 
resolution be returned to that body. · · · 

... Mr~ Dempsey gave notice that on tb:~orrow, or some. ·future 
d.ay, ~t;\vqulµ:as.1<.l~avt: tq int~o,ducea billeJ:?.title,d 

''An act to divo~ce Lena M. :Cole from her ht1-;ba~d, George . 
· ,It Cole.'' 
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Mr. Davis, in pursuance of previous notice, aiid, 

Onmotion of Mr. Hazell, 

Obtai.ned leave to present a bill (H. B: N ci. 4, 6i1titlcd · 

. "An act ti) en~ble the Co'mmissioners of Schciol District No. 
48 in Kent County, to borrow money for buildii1g ptirpo~es.' ·' 

Which, on motion of Mr. Davis 

Was read a first time . 

. :Mr. McC~llough gave notice that: on to-morrow: or some 
future day,, he would ask leave to introduce a bill entitled 

"An act to divorce Isaac H. Wright from his wife, Laura 
L. wright.". 

Mr. McCullough gave'. notice that on to-morrow, or some 
future day, he would ask leave tci introduce a bill entitled ; . 

"An act fo relation to the Board of Education df Marshall
.ton." 

.Mr. Doherty, Clerk of the Senate, being admitted,' fofornicd 
. the House that the Senate had passed the following House _bill 
(No: r,) entitled · · · 

'An act to prote2t the health· of the· citizens of Wilrnirigton,'' 

Vlith an amendment. 

And returned the same to the House. ' 

On motion bf Mi. Dempsey; the Senate amendment to (H. B. 
No. I) entitled .. 

"An act to protect· the health of the citizens of Wilmington," 



\Vas read as follows: ·: 

Amend the bill by adding to Section 3 the following: 
. . ' . ' . , . . . 

Provided, however, that no costs or charges shaH be laid <:Jr 
levied upon owners of abutting property for the construction or 
said sewer, unless it shall be actually used for draina·ge purposes 
by said owners, and provided further that tlie Jessup and M_oore 
Paper Co., and the Ford Morocco Co., shall each pay the sum 
of four · thousand dollars toward the construction of the said 
sewer, which said sum of eighf thousancl dollars shali be paid 
,vithin.30 d~ys after the work of the construction. of said sewer 
shall be cominenced, and provided ftirther that the total cost of 
the construction of said sewer shall not exceed the sum of thirty-
two thousand dollars. . 

In the Senate, January I7, 1897. . . 

SIMON P. DOHERTY, 
.Clerk of Senate. 

Extract from Journal for concurrence . 

. On the question, "Shall' the a111e11dment b~ concurred ~n.?", 

Jhe yeas and nays were ordered, which, being taken, were 
as follows:· 

. Yeas-Messrs. Davis, Dempsey, Cheairs, Donaldson, Dukes, 
EHason, Hazel, J. H. Hopkins, L. S. Hopkins, Johnson, Mar
tin, McCoy, McCullough, Short, Smith, Taylor, Thompson, 
Whitney, Mr. Speaker-19. 

Nays-None. 

And the amendment having received the constitutional ma
jority 

Was declared Concurred in. 

Ordered that the Senate be informed thereof. 

Mr. Doherty, Clerk of the Senate, being admitted, informed 
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the House that the Senate had passed :a bilL(S. B. :No. 5) en
titled 

"An act to confirm the sale of certain real estate in the Citv 
of Wilmington/' · -

. And requested the concurrence of. the· House, · 

Mr. Donaldson· offered a resolution, 

· Which, on his. motiqn, was read as. follows: 

Resolved, Tl;at t.he Clerk be authori~ed to furnish each,tne~ .. 
ber. of the House, a C()py of Volume 17 and 18, Laws. of Dela•• 
,vare; and a stencil, 

And,. on his.farther motion, 

The resolution.was Adopted . 

. On motion the House adjourned until Tuesday at II o'clock, 
A.M. 

. I 

.. -j.·_, •• ; 
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Tt1esday,Jant1ary 19, 1897-n o'clock, A. M. 

House met pursui.mt 'to adjourn~erit. 

Prayer by the Ch;piain. 

Roll called. ; Me~1bers. present~Mes~rS: .· 'Adams, . D~vis, 
Dempsey, Cheair~, Donaldson, Dukes, Hazell,J.·H .. Hopkins, 
L. S. Hopkiris, Johnson, Martin, McCoy, McCullough, Short, 
Smith, Taylor;, Thompson, Whitnt;y, Mr. Speaker., · · · 

Journal read and approved. · 

Mr. McCoy moved that the resolution ·in regard to the House 
employing an attorney, 

Be taken up for consideration, 

And, on his 'moti01~ the r~soluti~n w;s read, 

And, on his further motion 

The resolution was Adopted. 

On motion of Mt'. Davis, the House p·roCeedecl by vivavoce 
vote to, indicate its choice for a U.nite_d States Senator to repre
sent this State in Congress for the constitutional term which 

· commenced fromthe,Jhircl day:of March, A. D., 1895; 

On motion the Clerk proceeded to calHhe roll. The meri.1-. 
hers answered to their names a11d voted as follows: · 

,• ' ' . ' . ' 

Mr. Adams vot~d for Richard R Kenney. 
• f I , , ' 

Mr. Davis voted for Richard R. Kenney. 
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Mr. Dempsey voted for Richard R. Kenney. 

Mr. Cheairs vo.ted for Richard R. Kenney. 

Mr. Donaldson voted for Richard. R. Kenney .. 

Mr. Dukes voted for Richard R. Kenney. 
' ' '';' ' '·,·.-. 

Mr. Ha.zell voted for Richahl R. Kenney ... 

Mr •. J. FL Hopkins votedfor Rich.arc! R: Kenney. 
\. ' ,.·,; 

Mt .• Li S: Hopkfos voted for Richard R. Ke11.ney. 

Mr. J dhnson. v6ted for.· Richard· R. Kenney. 

Mr. Martin voted. for Richard R. K'erfriey; :, 

Mr:. McCoy votecl-forRich'ardR. Kehney;·.·· 

Mr, Short voted for Richard R. Kenney, 
,. . ' ... , ' •' .. -

Mr. Smith voted for Richard R. Kenney. 

Mr. Taylor.voted for Richard R. Kenney. 

Mr. Thompson voted for Richard R. Kenney. 

Mr. Whithey votec!"for Richard R Kenney: • 

Mr. Speaker voted for R{chard R>JZenney. 

Mi. Richard•R. Kenney received nineteen (19) votes, 

And was declared to be the choice of the House to be United 
States Senator to represent this State in Congress for the .tern1 
which commenced on the third clay of March, A. D., 1~95. 

''\, 
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:·On motion of Mr. Ha.zell, the Cierk was ditected to·it1forrn 
· the Senate that the House was now ready to receive themJor the 
purpose _of attending the inauguration of the Governor-elect. 

JOINT_.MEETING. 

Joint meeting for the purpose of attending the inauguration 
of Ebe W. Tunnell, Governor-:-elect. · · · 

The hour l~aving arrived for the joint meeting in pursuance 
to joint resolution, the members of the twO' Houses, pre~edecl 
by their: Speakers and accompanied by their clerks and Ser
geants-at-Arms, and atte1ided by the members of the Consti
tutional Convention, proceeded to the . Kent County Court 
House. 

The General Assembly being thus convened, the' Governor..:·· 
elect, attended by the joint committee of the two Houses and 
by Hon. WilliamT. Watson, Hon. J. Harvey Whiteman, Ho1:i. 
John -R. Nicholson, Hon. Ignatus C. Grubb, Hon: Charles C. 
Stockley, Hon. Jolm B. Pennington, Hon. Richard R. Ken'" 
ney, General Theodore F. Armstrong, General Garrett ]:Hart·, 
Colonel I. Pusey \iVickersham, Colonel A. D. Chaytor, Colonel 
Howard Simpson, and others wefr usliered upoi.1.-the platform 
and the inaugural cerernonies· were concluded as follows: 

Prayer was offered by Rev. Joseph Brown Turner, 

On niotion of,Mr. Pierce, of the Senate, the joint resolution 
coriveningthe two Houses, was read by the Clerk of the Senate, 
as follows: · 

"Resolved, By the Senate and House of Representativesof 
the State of Delaware, in General Assembly met, that the two 
Houses convene in· joint session in the half of the House of 
Representatives, at I I o'clock, A. M., on Tuesday, January 
19th; 1897, for the purpose of attending the Governor-elect 
while the oaths of office are administered to him." · · 

Hon, John R Nicholson, Chancellor of the State of Dela-
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ware then. administered. the followh1g oaths .of office .to the Gov-
ernor-elect: ·· · 

t, Ebe W.Tunnell, do' solemnly s~ear ontheHoly Evang~l:; 
of the Almighty God, that I will support the Constitution of 
the· United States of America, so help me· God. · 

I, Ebe W. rrunnell, do solemnlysw~ar on the Holy.Ev~ngels 
of Almighty God, that I will support the Constitution of th,2 
State of.Delaware,. so. help'.me God; 

I, Ebe V{. Tunnell, do.sole111~11;; swear on.the:Holy· E~a11:gels' 
of Almighty God, that I will· perform the duties· of the office cf 
Governor,qf the State of Delaware with fidelity; so help me Goel. 

His Excellency, the Governor, then· delivered the· follow~ 
ing: 

INAUf;lJRAL ADDRESS ... 

Gentlemen of.,the Senate and Honse of Representatives, .of ·the: 
Constitutional Convention, and Fellow-Citizens: · 

. . 

. In furthei: supplementing the will of the citizens .of my.~ative 
State, I may be permitteclto say .that I am not .unmindful .of the. 

· duties and responsibilities of the office of Governor which I 
.have assumed, a? wel{ as of the honor and clistiiiction conferred 
upon me; and in grateful recognition of the confidence th11s re'
posed, it Fill.be ·my earnest purpose to perforrn 'my official :acts 
a.nd obligations with the utmost fidelity; ever impressed with ·. 
the-factthat Tam the servant of the people, chosen by them to·\ 
administer a public trust, in their behalf and for their best wel;: 
fare: ·.: .. · · · · 

· Upon the organization of the ptesent General Assembly, His 
Excellency, my immediate predecessor; in accordance with cuss 
tom, and tinder constitutional requirement, serit to each House, 
thereof his biennial message, excellent in substance·and replete· 
with information·. of affairs· concerning. the State; and therein 
reco'mmendccl to )'Our consiclera:tion, gentltinen of the General 
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Assembly, such meai;mres. as· he deemed necessary and· expedi
ent. In view. of my recent illness and of the message n:ow before .· 
you, I do not deem it wise for myself nor a public. necessity, 
that 1 should at this time, at least, reiterate matters of informa
tion concerning State affairs, nor to make a11y further recom~ 
mendations in addition to those which. have been so recently 
made. I have considered the recomme.ndations made by my 
predecessor, aml I doubt not you will give them that thoughtful 
consideration which they deserve .. 

I will, .from time to time, transmit special messages to your 
honorable bodies, if I shall deem it expedient to do so. The 

. fad that .we now have a Constitutional Convention wh1eh mav 
effect some very importaht changes in our organic law, makes 
it uncertain what may be required of you before your public 
services ·as legislators shall have ended. 

As members of a co~ordinate branch of our government, 
possessed of extended powers and authority, I doubt not you 
have entered upon your duties, fully determined to do that 
which in yoi.tr j uclgment is for the benefit,· advantage and pros-
perity of our people. · · 

It is needless for me to remind you that you hold positions· of 
honor and. trust, with no .light responsibilities,. It should be 
your constant aim to avoid .all useless and. extravagant ex
penditures of publicmonies and to guard weU against all hurt
ful and vicious legislation. And .I advise that you_ refrain from 
what is purely partisan legislation, if such should be. pressed 
upon yot.L Special legislation, in no way credita~kor beneficial 
to the State, should 11ot receive favorable consideration by you. 

The success of the administration upon whic'h we. have just 
entered will in no small degree depend upon you .. While suc
cessful administration of public affairs is measured by the ca
pacity, honesty, faithfulness,: and firmness of- those e.ntrusted 
with authority, I desire to iri1press upon the public generally 
that honest and faithful co-operation and support on the part of 

SH 
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the people the.mselves, individually and coUectively, are equally 
· essential to the accomplishmi:;nt of.the highest public good. · · 

. . 

The objectsand necessities 6£ government sho.uld never be 
lost sight of. Through and by the instrumentality of a well or
dered and disciplined govermnentwe have attainedour highest 
civilization .. The enjoyment of "life, liberty and pursuit of hap
pinessn are among the purposes and guaranties of its establish
ment; and properly to administer the same should be our chie( 
aim as citizens. It should at all times be attended with as few 
restraints upon the. natural a1icl moral rights of the individual, 

· and with as little cost and expense to the pepple, as are consist
ent with the objects Qf its creation, maintenance and preserva
tion. 

With our free ancl independent forn1 of government, lodged as 
it rightfully is with the people, it is all the more important that we 
should constantly and steadfastly keep in mind and ever before 
us not only the great benefits and advantages of popular self-

. goveni.ment, but not less the dangers and perils which surroui1cl 
it. I have an abiding faith in the horiesty and patriotisni a.four 
people and in the foundation and structure of the form of gov~ 
ernrnent .established by our forefathers for themselves, for us, 
and for future · generations, modified from time to time, as 

. changed conditions may require; yet we n,eed all the more con-
stantly, without ii~clifference or relaxation of purpose, to guard 
against the insiduous approaches and dangerous influences of 
those evils which menace our government, and especially that 
of ambitious, corrupting wealth, whether individual or corpo
rate, whichthreatens by its illicit use an<l ii1fluencethe destruc
tion of the self-respect, manhood, independence, and patriotism 
of the incliviclirnl citizen, upon whom as the unit of the State de
pends the perpetuity of our institutions, 

In popular government, destroy the. independence of the in
c1ividnal and the purity and freeclo1i.1 of the ballot by means of 
clebaucheryandcorruptions, ancl you destroy the character a1~d 
worth of the citizeri and ultimately the State. As is too well 
known to our people, this most deadly evil to popular self-g-ov-
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erhment h~s fastened itself upon our b~dy' politic and mt1st be 
eradicated. J~.11 good people are of o'ne accord in this setiti~• 
meht; a.ndlcannottherefore too earnestly urge upon you, gen
tle111en·or the General Assembly, and ofthe Constitt1tional Con-

. vention, to:·111ake sitch provisioi1s in, our laws, as well, as in our 
Co11stftution, as .,;vill effectually clestroy this monster evil and' 
forever hereafter eliminate itfrom our polit}cal life. 

'vVe have come to a point marking an. interesting period in.the 
history of.our State, and we find ourselves at this time confronted 
with duties and responsibilities of unusuaJ. n10111ent and public 
importance. They:art? fraught with possibilities ofthe gravest 
public character, and call for· the best, most enlightened, de
liberate and conscientious thought and consideration on the 
part of those charged with them. · 

Atintervals of tim~, for a generation or more past, constitu
tional reform has agitated the minds of our people, until now, 
when gentletnen of ability, public experience, character and 
integrity, representing. th~. people in their original sovereign 
.capacity, chosen by them for that purpose, and in \:Onformity 
wit_h constitutional and legislative provisions, have assembled· 
iri Constitutional Convention to consider and determine what,, 
if any, changes.are needed, and shall be made in our fundamen
·tal Jaw, As has, recently been '\¥ell said by one. of our dis
ti11guishedjudges, "A Constitutional Convention may prove for 
many'fongyearsaboon or a b~ne to the people who have.sum-, 
moned it, according as it acts, with or without thorough; impar
tiaL and. conscientibus investigation and delib.eration regarding 
the subjects of its action." 

. Permit me to say, gentlemen, the .personnel of your Conven
tfori leaves no doubt in ,the 'minds of our people as to your sin
cere an'd patriotic 1jurposes; and in passing, I desire Qn behalf 
of tl1e people tocongratnlate,you upon .the progress which yon' 
haye·hiade in yottr wbrk and wish foryou a continuance ofthe 
harrnoqy and good fellowship ~vhich ha:ve'thtis far characterized 

' your sessions, trusting yott may be aple t,o frame the very ,best 
organi{ 1.a,,dor our people. · .. , : · . , . .. · · . · · · . 

;· '' ., ,, ·- .,. ''·: ,.,, . ,.-. ': ' ·' ' '., -, : 



.· I h~v,e yt:ptured sayipg ,this 1pu,ch, g(:ntleq1~f/. ()f tl1e C~p
veQ~iqq, for .the pt1rpo~e. of .yncqpri;tgytne;~t t,o you, a,n<l frxth(:r 
tq ~rouse P\thlic: intere.sti11 yqur <l.elj9erf'tfm1s, ~nd/tCt§, })es~µq\? 
0Ul1e gfctYi!y qf yo.ur rluties. clt1d tiw res~tlt q~ yo1.1r W~ci,r;;, \tl?Rn 
qur St11te ancl her people, :\Vitho~tf iJ1tencling iµ any way. to i11.Jer.-' 
ni.ecl<lle with yptt in the discharge qf your pttbl.ic servi<;:es, :wl1ich 
I fully recog11ize a:re entirely ~ep?:ra,te am:l. distipct fto.111 t\ii; 
executive and other departments of our State government, as h 
nQ.\V i::xis,ts. ,. · 

Offices are incident to government .. Th,ey are created and 
exist of necessity: for the b,eriefit and conveniern:e of the pub\ic." 
Nothing better facilitates good government thathonest, capable 
and ef£cierit public servants; a.nd in the ap1:iointments which T 
may be required to make, under the Constitutio11 or otherwise, 
I shall insist upon honesty, competency and fitness in the ap-
plicant; ' . . ' . ' 

It will be expeded that I shaH for th,e mostpart;at least,· ap
point men to of£ce who are in foll sympatli.'y and accottl,with 
the <1;dherents 6£ the political party to w.hich lbeiqng'; yetin'~Y 
appointments I shall: at all times keep in mind the ef£ciei1cy 
and necess.ities of the public servi.ce.: ' ' · ': · ... : 

H I may be caned upon tQ fill vacanci¢!l, .o,r to n;ia~e appoint-;
ments iii Ottr jt1qidary;. T shan' oi. governep '·&y' ffiy' p'efs6nal ,· 
k11owleqge, informatiqn' arid oelief resf)eding the abi,lity; in.'.. 
tegrity,. regal• ~uainwen~s· and fitness of -the pers61i. c)r· 'p.erso'1ris, 
i~is~af be iirgeci Hierefor, indepen'<ler,t' ~£ r;~FN~f _c~,~~if~~f: 

:1\{y .tfno:w;-citi:Z(;1}S, consd8US pf qur 9b,ligil,tjqqs J9\Y~Fd e~cJ;t 
. gtlj~r -~ri4 tp~ rr1n11jpn,Wic).lt,f '~~1<!1PW1,e,qgfpg'. \y~~h }e,yhr;eiir,e 
~t,1(1. grntftpclr the p1yjg~ ~H}~r pf}h,f U1,1iy~rs<;, to ,v.h<;>tn w~ 
ar.f 111deotecl fpqhe tna.n1foI4 8l~ssip.g:5 wlljch_,'J.e .enjoy,Jtp.d for 
Jf-1\s :watcl1,ful .car:e qyer .our mclry;1duaj ·?,n~l ppl1ttc:~l e~istence, l<:!t 
13(~ier,dse greati:r ~ctivity for 1:}1~ ;safat?, h9ne>r a11~ i~lfa,.r~ o,f 
o.ur State, that her P.ast lustr: m~y no~ qt;! ~\1i11H1tA,·tlut 1,11ay CPn~ 
tmue and grow brighter with mcreastng years, and "that all 



f~1ii1g~f h1a i blJ '50' drd~rf<l' ii.Ml 1etdeti .1;),' );Hi• ~hdgiivbrs; J11jon . 
.) , , ' . · .'f'.:··:,·:~··:·'.' :«··. _"l',''.'·'j}!)''' lt'"fi, )'· 1>t'·"~ 

the best. and surest foundations, that p<!ace and happin~ss, frtith 
and justice, rt;ligi()n ahd piety, may be established an10ng us 
for all generatio'riS:" · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 

oh Hie conclusion of the acldresid(tli~ GtttitHbt,· Mr. 
D()ri~l~s,o.n.., of the House of ReP,i;e.~eptatiy~\',,;ll,1;()Yed that the 
Jo1..1rnals of the two Houses be re~a and cofiip'ared, .· · 

. . 

WhfoiiilioHon 

\vHe~~\,lffon ti~e>'b}o j~ui1i'i~i~ *tfre t~~Jjy tt~e rb~p~2tive 
Clerks, compared and approved. 

. . A hbib<liJh8ri \~~s th~k 1)~6ricitiric~tl by Re{ J8~ipk B~ow11 
Turner. · · · · 

On motion of Mr. Donaldson, ofthe House of Representa-· 
tives, the two Houses separated, and the members of the Senate 
returned to their chamber and resumed business. 

On motion the House adjourned until 3 o'clock, P. M. 

· Same Day-3 o'clock, P. M. 

Ho11se met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. McCoy, on behalf of the Committee on Claims, to w.hom 
had been referred the assigned claims of E. L. Jones Co., 

Reported the matter back favorably vvith recommendation ' 
that the amount claimed be allo\\ied. , 

'· 
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ivir. Hazell moved that moo copies of Governor Tunnell:s 
inaugural address be printed. 

Mr. Donaldson moved to amend to 500 copies. 

The amendment was 

And the motion as amended 

Adopted. 

· PrevaHed. 

Speaker Riggin, on behalf of the Special Committee ap
pointed to employ counsel, announced that the committee had 
engaged Mr .. Edward R Cochran, Jr., of New Castle County, 
to act in that capacity. · 

. -

011 motion the House adjourned until vVednesclay, u o'clock 
A.M. . . 
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Wednesday, January 20, 1897-11 o'clock, A. M: 

House met pursuant to adjournment . 

. . Prayer by the Chaplain. 

Roll called. .Members present-Messrs. Adams, Cheairs, 
Davis, Dempsey, Donaldson, Dukes, Eliason, Hazell; J. H. 
Hopkins, L. S. Hopkins, Johnson, Martin, McCoy, McCul

.lough, Shqrt, Smith, Taylor, .Whitney, Mr. Speaker. 

Journal read and approved. 

· Mr. '6ukes ga~e noticethat on to-morrow, or some future 
day, he would. ask leave to introduce a bill entitled 

,, < • • ' • 

"An act arnending the charter of the Town of Frankford." 

Mr. W. R. Davi.s gave notice.that on to-morrow, or some 
future day, he would ask lea veto introduce a biU entitled 

"At~ . act to amend an act· tb incorporate • the . Clayton . public 
schools.'' ' ' '. . ' ' ' 

Mr. Smith gave notice tl~at 6n to-morrow, of some futtire day, 
he would ask leave to introduce a bill entitled· 

"An act divorcing John Passwaters. from his wife, Elizabeth 
Passwaters, a vinculo matrimonii." 

Mr. W. R. Davis gave notice· that on to-morrow, or.some 
future day, he would ask leave to introduce a bill entitled 

. , ·, 

"An act to amend an act to incorporate the To,~n of Clay -
ton." , 
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Mr. Johnson gave notice that on to-morrow; or some future 
day, he would ask leave to introduce a bill entitled 

"An act to divorce Hannah C. Pulley from E1nerson E. Pul-
ley." ' 

Mr. Johnson gave notice that on to-morrow,or some future 
day, he would ask leave to introduce'a bill entitled . ' 

"An act to divorce Annie M. Roach from Rufus A. Roach." 

Mr. McCullough gave notice that ori to-morrow, or S0111(: 

future clay, he would ask leave to introduce a bill entitled 

"An act t6 divorce James A. Boycie from his wife, Sarah E. 
Hoyde." 

Mr. Smith gave notice that on tomorrow, or some future clav, 
he 'WOUld asl~ leave to infrbdUce a hiHentitlecl , , ~ 

"An act div.otring.~illiam J. Pierce and Mary E. Pierce from 
the bonds of matrimony." , , 

· :·,, : : .·. · : ·•. i:1\; ._ ·., · ... , I . ·, \_/ : 

On motion of Mr. Davis, the bill (H.B. No. 4) entitled 

"An act to enable the,C,ommission€c!rs of, School Di.strict.No. 
4~, in Kent County, to borrow money for buildfog purposes, 

Was read a second time, by its: title, 

And, on his f~i-tl{er £:notion was . 

Referred to the Committee cin Edtltitio~. 

, On motion of Mr. fykCullough, the bill (H. B. No. 2). en,-
titled , , ' , 

:! An act in relation to life insurance;" 

Vv as read a second time, by its title, 
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A~d, on his iurthet- 1Jotioh ,~as 
, • • t 

. :R.derr~d tcd:he Comn-iihee on Crimes and Pt1i11sh1ii.ents. 

· 011 motion of Mr.Davis, tl1e bill (H.B. No. 3) entitled . . ... 

'.' An act. to amend the act· entitled 'An act, t() incorporak the 
Chestet Jud Wilmington Electric Railway Company/' Chapter 
38,Volume 20, Delaware Laws,". 

Was read a seco1id tin1e, by its titie, · 

And, 011 · his further .motion w1s 

Referred to the .Committee on Private Corporations. 

· Mr. boiii1c1s:6n otferecf joint reso1htion entitled 
I ' • • ' 

"Joint ~escihi.ticn~ iri;reg~rd to an E11i-oiling Ciei:k," 

: '\Yhich, on his mo.ti()n, was read, 

And, on his further rnotion 

The joint resolution was Adopted. 

Ordered to the Senate for concui"rence. 

On mo Hon. of.1\1Ir, Ha~eli, the. Clerk v~q.S histruded to inform 
tlle Senat~ th~ttpe t-i;ot1se was nO)V r~ady to receiv.e the Senat,~ 
in joint mt;:eting_in t~,e hall of the.House of Representatives,.for 
the purpose of voti11g for United States Senator, in obedience 
. to• the ad of. Congress; entitled . 

· · "Ari act t;o re~uiate thetimeand 111ariner ()fholdfog the elec
tions for Sei1ators iri Congress." Passed July 25, A. D., 1866. 

The time fixeh for the jc\irtt m~eting havirig arrived, H1{Sen
.ate, preceded bytheir Speaker and attended by their Cler.ks and 
·sergeant.:.at-Arnis, isathered. in the· hall of·the ··Hobse ()f Rep
resentatives and took the seats prepared for them. 
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JOINT MEETING. 

The two. Houses being convened in joint session, Mr .. Don
aldson, of the House of Representatives, moved tf1at the Jour
nals of the hvo Houses, so far as they relate to the election of a 
United States Senator, be read and compared, 

vVhkh m~tiori Prevailed, 

And it appeared that in the Senate the Hon. Richarcl R. I(eri
ney had received a majority of aU the votes cast for United 
.States Senator, to represent this· State in .the Congress of the 
United States for the Conshtutional term which commenced 
from the third day of March; A. D., 1895. 

And it appeared that in the Hot.ise of Represeiltatives the 
· Hon. Richard R. Kenney had recdved a. majority of all the 
votes- cast for United States Senator to represent this. State in 
the Congress of the United States for the Constitutional term 
which com'menced from the third clay of March, A. D., r895. 

vVhereupon, it appearing that Ho11. Richard R. Kenney .had 
·· received a majority of the votes cast in each. hmise for United 

States Senator, 

· The Speaker of the Senate thereupon declared that the Hon. 
Richard R. Kenney, having received a majoriity of the votes 
cast for United States. Senator, was duly and regularly elected 
United States Senator, to representthe State of Dela,vare in the 
Coi1gress of the United States, for the Constitutional. term 
which e<)mni,ern:ed. from the third day of Mar~h, A. D.; :r895_. 

Whereupon a certificate was. made out and signed by' the 
Speakers of the two. Houses and • attested by their respective 
Clerks ,and addressed to the Governor of the State, 

vVhich; Off motion, was read as follows, to wit: 

To His Kx:cellency,-Ebe W .. Tunnell, Go~ernor of the State; Ji 
Delaware. · ' 
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>.?tattoi:beiairare,:~s.:::·. :- :-·: ;<;:.< ... , .. 
. ·. •13e. i~}~o;1~:,tl1at 'tl1i°i~gisla~tfre: ofthe'State, of 't])ela;atd 

0didjon the nineteenth day of January in the the year of our Lord . 
··,, . 011,e thottsand eight- ht1n:drediand11iinety-'seven;. at an: electioif in '. 

: due manner held according to the form of the act .of Congress 
in such case, 11Jade ;i,hd provided, elect Richard-R. Kennex .to 

.-.,_be a Senator.from. said State, in the the. Senate of 'the United 
;·: Statesfor'the·Coi1stituti9nal term from the third' day of March: 
< in d1eyear ofourLord, one thousand.eight hundred and ninety:'-

··· > .. five; · · · ·· 

.. • CGiven· tihder btu: ha1~:ds\h{twentieth 0 clay; of Jaiiuar/in the 
•·. , year of our Loi·~, one thousand eight hundred and ninety..:sevei1. 

' . . . 

;:,)/;,JrE:z.''HXk1llNGTON, __ -. . 
· • S]_)ea],<:~r,9fth,e;Senat~.;: >: 

E:MORYB. RIGGIN; .. · .. '·_.,, " •.... ; 
.. . . . ·speake~ 't(the H5us~"<!if' Re2i,te~e11t~ti~es. 

:: L'\tt~st: . . . ·, 
. ' SIMON P:: DOHERTY~o; 

·•· .Clerk of _the Senate:. -
; GEO. W,;SPICER, JR., __ ···. ·· . -·· 
/.-:),:i:,Cterk of the House! of Representatives'. -

.. Onmotion pf.Mr:'McCoy,o(the House ~fJlepresentativt=is;-
\ the certificate ofelection•ofUnitecbStates Seiiatot.-was':entered · · 
') onthe Jo.ur~1al of each ,Hot1~e. · · · 

;, ;::·: · 1 :C·:I:t .. ;; (,<;. 

/: > 'Mr, D()n~ldson, of the House pf Representath:es, moved . 
'i:tl1at the J 01.1rnals of the twoHouses;be .read:and·compared/ -_·. : . 

?>:\Vhich.motie>n .-.· 
·.,,:,::·.··.· • .,, ' • :_· '. i 

·i·~:.:.""; .. ,-'~~·-.~L:/ ·' ': ... :.:.. . .°'·.·_: ... ?· ; .• _.·~':~.-f··.·: ·r .-_~::;: . ;·:--,~.. · 
,. ; ,Tnirlbeing 110 objection, the'JOttrri_als·ofboth·H()iises·,...,ere ' .. 
\approved as read. . . 



12{ 

•, • · .-)." "~ ... f'. . 0 ,: ' .~. ..' ,'. ":. 1. · 
On motion of Mr.· Fenimore, of the. Senate, the two Houses 

separatea. and the Senate returriea to its chamber. 

On motion the House·adjourned until 3o'clock, P. M. 

Same Day-;3 o'clock, P. M. 

House met pursuanHo adjourrilri~nt: 

Mr. Hazell offered joint ~~~oiution entitl~cl 

"Joint.· resolution appointing Auditor of Accounts,". 

'07hich, on his motion,. was rea:a: 

And, on his further motion 

The joint resolittion was · Adopted. 

Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. · 

Mr. Hazeil offered joint resohiti~n entitled 
.. 

"Joint resolution appointing a State Treasurer," 
' -- ' . 

Which, on his mod.on, was read, 

.. And; on his further motion 

The joint resolution was 

Ordered.· to the Senate. for concurrence.; 

·Adopted. 
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.. Mr, pqherty, .P~rk Rf the Senate,. being ~dmiH~.d,. ip,fonne'd 
the'Hoi1se that tHe Senate had passed su11dty ~ills ~rid r~n.nc:;~tc;r1 
the .concurrence of the House, as follows, enbtte·d· ' · · · · 

(S. B. No. 9) 

'.'An act to supplement Ch~pter 477, Volume 15, 9£ theLaws 
of Delaware, entitled 'An act in. respect to chattel mortgages.' " 

' : \ ' ' i ' • ·, . ' ' • ' ' - • ' • . . . • ' ' • ~ • l .'. 

(S. ]3:}.Jq:.6). 

"An act to eriable the Goverhor to apppirit two additio~a,l 
Notaries Public for Wilmingto~1 hundred,,New Castle County." 

, , : ' :"' ,, -.··: , .·.· ",' -- ; 

(S. B. No. 8) 

. "An act to further confirm .an act to provide a sinking fund 
for'.pa'ym'erit of debt of City of Wilmington/' : . .:. · ·· · 

And presented the same to the House:·· 

On motion of Mr. Donaldson, the bill(S. B'.Nb. 9) entitled 

; ' 1An act to supplemeµt Chapter 477, Volunie I 5, of the Laws 
of Delaware, entitled 'An~ct in respect to d1attel mortgages,' '' 

. \\T as read a first time. 

· J;\ncl f P+thrr, Mr. P9.;1~l~~Pc1J .nWYY.4 fpr ~q~p\°;n?icm 9£. ~ple 
12, in order tlJ9-t ~h!= p~l,l (§. ]?. Ng. 9) pe rr_ad ·sec911cJti111e, by 
title, and be ref !=rrecl to committee. · . 

' - , ' ' 

The yeas and nays ,vere ordered, which, bei~g taken, were as 
follows: 

Ye.<!-s7 N.y~er;s, ,A.cJ.tm!>; D.:lvi,s, P.empsey, C:I1~airs, P~mahl
son, Dukes, Eliason, Hazell, J. H., Hopkins, L. S. Hopkins, 

. Joh,n,s?n, Jv.1:~r~in, fy'.{cCoy, MC:Cttll,<;JUgh,: Sh9rt, Sn;i}th, .T~ylor, 
W.J1itn~y, aµ<;l J\;Ir .. S,peak:er--:-19. . · · 

' ,, ';' ' . ' .... j '., .,.,-, ' . . •. ) ~ ' . . . ; 

Nays-None. 



126 

The yeas beitig in the required majority, the rule was declan~d 
suspended, and the bill · · · 

vVas read a second time, by its title, and 

Referred to the Committee on Revised Statutes. 

Mr. Donaldson offered a joint resolution entitled 

"Joint resolution appropriating eight hundred dollars to the 
contingent expense~ ,Qf the office of Secretary of State,' 

Which, on his motion, was read, 

And, on his further motion 
' • \ ' ' ' • ! • 

The joint resolution. was .. Adopted;. 

Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Hazell, the bill (S. B. No. 8) entitled 

"An act to further confirm an act to: provide a sinking. fuhcl 
forthepayment ofthe debtoftheCityof \;\/ilmington," .. 

Was read. a1 first time. 

Mr.,Hazell asked for and obtained susperision of Rule 'i:?, in 
order that the bill be read a· second time, by title. 

The bill was read a second time, by title, and 
' ' . '. . . . . . . 

Referred to the Committee on Revised Statutes. 

· Onmotion ofMr. Donaldson, the bill(S.'B. No/6) entitled 

"An act to enable the Governor to. appqint two additional· 
Notaries Publics forWilmington.htmclred;Ne,v Castle Comity/' , 

Vvas read a first time. 
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l\1r. Donaldson move~l to reconsider the vote by which the ' 
Senate joint resolution entitled · · 

"Joint resolution in relation to Enrolling Clerk," 

Was Non-coricurred in. 

Which motion Prevailed. 

And, on his further motion . 

The joint resolution entitled 

"Joint resolntion in relation to EnroHing Clerk,',' · 

Was Concurred in. 

Ordered that the S~nate be inforn1ecl thereof and the joint 
resolution returned to that body: 

Mr. Hazell moved to reconsiderthe vote bv which the,House 
joint resolution entitled . · 

"Joint resolution appointing a State Treasurer," 

Was 

.\i\Thich motion 

Mr. Hazell. offered a joint resolution· entitled 

"Joint resolution appointing a State Treasurer,'' 

v\Thich, on. his motion, was read, 
. . . ' 

And, on his further motion, 

Was 

Ordered to the Senate for concurre11ce. 

Adopted.· 

Prevailed. 

Adopted. 
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_On motion of ·Mr. McCoy, the House joint resolutio1} en-· 
_titled 

"Joint resolution in regard to the assigned claims of E. L 
Jones & Co.;" · · · · · · · · · 

Was taken up for consideration, 

And, on: his motion, was read, 

And, on his further motion, was • · Adopted. 

· Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

Mr. McCullough, in pursuance of previous notice, and. 

On motion of 1\rlr. Taylor, 

· Obtained leave to introclu~e a bill (H."B. No. 5) entitled 

"An act in relation to the Board of Public Education of Mar
shalltoJJ," 

\iVhich, on motion of Mr. McCullottgh, was read. 

Ms. Doherty, Clerk of the Senate, being admitted, informed 
the House that the Senate had concurred in the House j()inl 
resolution entitled · 

"Joint' resolut:ion appropriating eight hundred dollars. to the 
contingent expenses oftl1e office of Secretary oLState,'.' 

And returned the same to the House, 

Mr. McCoy offered a joint resolution entitled 

"Joint resolution abj ourning both. Houses," 

W.hich, on hismotion, was read, 

And, on his further motion, was 
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Ordered to the Senate for coocur:rcncc. 

1\'Ir,.II012h:in:; ga:v:e, noti.c.e thaJ on .to::-morr:mv, pr som~ future 
clay, he would ask leave to intro<hice a bill entitled, '' . ' . 

"An act to divorce William Pleasanton and. Em1mi:. Pleasan-
ton from the bonds of matrimony.'' · · · 

Mr. J ohiison •gave-notice; that on :to-morrow,: or some future 
dav, he would ask leave to introduce a bill entitled 

~ ' ' ~ : ·. .. ' .· ' . . ·. . . ' 

"An act to divorce William A. Bennum from Mary E. Ben
nun1." 

Mr. Hazell, on behalf of the G::otnmiUee on Revised Statµtes. 
to whom had been referred· the ·bill (S; B. No. 8) entitled . 

"An act to further confirm an act to provide a sinking ftfod 
for the payment of .the d~J)t o~ th~_City of Wilmit;1gton," . 

' • ~ , • ' ' • > ·" '. , : . ' • '" ' - ." ·, I ; ; , ' • '. ,, : ; ' . ·-- • ' ' 

Reportyd the same back to tl.1e, House favorabJy .with recom-
mencfatioti that it pass·. · · : · · · · · · · · • · . 

Mr: Hazell moved that the rule be suspended in order thatthe 
bill (S. B. No. 8) entitled 

"An _ac;tto ft:irt}ler cqnfj.rm an act to. provide a sinking fuµd 
fortlj.e payment. onh~· <lebt-ol th~ City of Wihnirig(on/' · .· ·· · 

S '.', j ' , ' : i ; > , /" •"\ ; ) - : '', •', , < ''_ C, ~' ,\ )•' •:' ,., ' ', • " ' ' '', 

' ' 

.Be read a third time, by paragraphs, in order tel' pass the· 
House. 

On which motion the yeas and nays were ordered; whicl'}, 911 
being taken, were as follows: · ·. ·· ' 

Y eas~MessrS:' ·Acl~ins, Divis, Dempsey,· Ch~ai~s;., Donald
son, Dukes, Eliason, Ha_z,~,\1,,.J;_ :ffi .. nc:n.:1k;irs.1 J:+. S. ]j.:i;op~i,n,s, 

. Johnson, Martin; McCoy, McCullough, Short, Smith, Taylor, 
\~h~\rwi); ai;i,d, l\1r; .. ~pe,al.<tr~19. 

9H 
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Nays-Dempsey. and Short-2. 

The yeas being in the required majority, the rule was de-
clared suspended, · · · · 

And, on motion of· Mr .. Hazell the ;bill was. reacl a third time, 
by paragraphs, in order to pass the House • 

. On the question,. "Shallthis bill pass the House?'.' 

The yeas, and nays were ordered, ·which, being taken, were 
as. follows: 

Yeas--Messrs. Davis, Cheairs, Donaldson; Dukes, Eliason, 
Hazell, J H. Hopkins, Johnson, Martin, McCoy, McCullough, 
Smith, Taylor, Whitney; ahd Mr.Speaker-15 .. 

Nays~None. 

Sothe question was decided in the affirmative, 

· And the hili~ha;ing recei~ed the required ~onstitutionatrna".' 
jority, " 

Passed. the. House .. 

Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

Mr. Doherty, Clerk of the,Se~ilte, being.admitted, inf~rmed··· 
the House that the Senate had concurred in the House joiii.t 
resolutions entitled 

"Joint resolution appointing a State Auditor;" 

Also 

''.Joint resolution appointfo.g a State Treasurer," 

·.· And returne9, the· same to the House. 

He also informed the House that the Serlate had i1on~con
curred in the House joint resolution entitled 
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