AMERICAN CONSULATE GENERAL

Berlin, Germany, Aprll 19, 1933.

SUBJECT:

Wilth further reference to the displacement of
Jews and other persons from publle offlcejand
from the professions, and with reapect to Ythe

all aspects of German 1life.
THE HONORABLE

THE SECRETARY OF STATE

WASHINGTON.

have the honor to refer to my despatches No.
1196 of March 2 1933, 1208 of Harch 25, 1210 of
¥arch 28, 1214 of Harch 31, 1216 of April
of Aprll 7 and 1234 of April 11, with

the dlisplacement of Jews and other persons f{rom

publliec office and from the professions, and with

respect to the exerclse of party influence in
practically all appects of CGerman life. I now have
to transmit in thls despatch further informatlion
along this line bringing to date the developments
since my despateh No. 1234 of April 1l.

VPVE TOAT, B WOTHERYT V8 O L Sl
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Although the reports with respect to the physical

persecutlion of Jews are becoming more rare, what are

undoubtedly




undoubtedly well authentlcated cases are s£1ll coming
to the attentlon of the Consulate General. In a

letter dated April 13, 1033, éddresaed to the Embassy
Consul Genersal Hathawey glves an account of what he
believes to be a reliable report of the attack on
Jogef Schnelder, an unmarried German Jew, llving In
Munich, who was arrested by men in brown mmiform on
April 4 end after being severely beaten was taken to
the Brown House in Munieh and from there to the police
headquarters where he was told that he was a polltical
eriminal and a Communist. In aplte of his‘frotest that
he had served four years 1in the German army, that he
was not a Communist, he was further severely beaten

so that he fainted several times. He was deteined by
the regular police in Munich untll April 8 when he

was released as there was no base for a charge ageinst
him., He came Into hils home in a state of collapse

and two doctors, one Jewish and one Christian, were
called in to see him on the morning of April 9, and

on the following morning lie was taken to & surglcal

clinie where he dled as a result of the beating and

treatment he had received. Consul General Hathaway
states that there has been no mentlon 1ln the press
of the case and that those who know of it fear to
breathe a word welesi they be subjected to attecks.
The newspapers of April 12 in Berlin carry the

account of an atteck on a Jewlsh lawyer, Dr. Welner,




-

in Chemnitz who was arrested in his home in Chemnitsz
by men in &.A., uniform who stated that they came to
take hlm to the police station. The alleged arrest
took place on the evening of Konday, April 10, On

the morning of April 12 his body was found in the
nelghborhood of the clty, killed with & shot through
the head. On account of the prominence of the vietim
and the fact that the clrcumstances of hls arrest were
known, 1t was impossible to keep the affalr qulety hence
he rather cnmplete statement with regard to the case
which appreared in the German press. The newspapers
;all carried a practically identlec statement of the
case to the effect that no warrant had been lssued
for the arrest of Dre. Velner and that 1t must have been
made by persons lmproperly wearing the S.A., uniform.
It was clear that murder for robbery was not involved
es the vietim's watch and over 400 marks in currency
were found on the body. The account in the morning
issue of the "Berliner Tegeblatt"” of April 12 claées
as follows: "The eclearing up of this aeffair must be
brounght ebout as soon as possible. The reputation of
Germany in the world makes this imperative. A high
reward will be offered.”

Up to the present there 1ls no news that anyone

has been arrested in connectlion with thie affair.

It will be noted that as usunal the responsibility is

placed by the press on persons improperly wearing the

uniform of the NationaleSoclalists.




A Mr. Isasec Kehn, an American citizen resliding
in Berlin where he acted sz the buying agent of e
8te. Louls firm, received & threatening letter from
one August Reinlcke living In Osterwleck, giving him

untll 12 o'cloeck on April 6 to pay him & certain amount

of money and indlcating that 1f he were not pald by

that time &.A. men In Berlin would visit him and beat

him up. Mr. Kahn as an American citizen brought the
threatening letter to this Consulate General, and Consul
Gelst Immediately accompanied him to the ~olice Presidency
where the circumstances were recounted to Pollce Vice
Prealdent Dr. Mosle and the threatening letter left with
him. The Pollce Vice President stated he wonld take the

necessary actlon and Mr. Kehn would be given proper
protection. Two days afterwards the Consulate General
recelived what was practically a threatening letter

from Mr. Reinicke and shortly after its receipt Mr,
Kahn came to the Consulate General wilth another letter
from Mr. Reinicke making even more serlous threats than
those in the first letter. In thils second letter HMr.
Reinicke threatened to come to Berlin himself to
accompany the S.A, men who would atteek Mr. Kahn, and
he stated that he himself would like to help put the
noogse around his neck. Consul Geist lmmedliastely went

to the Pollice Presidency where he agaln saw Police Vice

President Dr. Mosle, and protested vigorously agalnst

this repetition of the threats to ¥r. Kahn. He stated




that obviously the Police Presidency In Berlin had
brought the Consulate General Into the affalr when
Mr., Reinlcke's offense had been agasinst the publle
order,and that there was no necessity for mentloning
the Consulate CGeneral. The Police Vice President agreed
that this had been an indlscretion and improper. Consul
Gelst then vigorously protested agalnst what was the
apparent inadequacy of the measures taken by the pollce
in Berlin and in Osterwleck, and Iinsisted upon Nr.
Kahn belng given proper protection, which the Police
Vice President stated would be glven.

¥r. Kahn, however, did not feel that it was safe
for him to remain in Germany and left Berlin the same
day for Amsterdam. lirs. Kahn has since left also and
both of the have returned to the Unlted Stetes. Newse
paper publiclty was not given to the case by the local
American correspondents untll lMrs. Kain had also left
the country as both Mr. and ¥rs. Kahn feared that any
publicity given to the case in the foreign press would
lead to physlieal injury to her. In thlis connection it
is Interesting to note that Mr. EKahn's brother and
brother-inelaw, who are simple Jewlsh peasants in
Bavaria, have been 1n a prison or concentration camp
for some weeks, having been taken from thelr families
without any apparent cause,

That the physical persecutlon of Jews is still
going on in various parts of Germany cannot be doubted.

It may be that the incidents reported are the acts of

individuals belonging to the NationaleSoclalist

organizations




organizations and wearing National-Soeciallst uniform,

and carried out without orders from their leaders,

but it is‘eqnally evident that the perpetrators of

these acts are not belng brought before the judlcial
authorities.
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OF POLITICAL PRISONERS OTHER THAN JEWD.

In this connection despateh No. 969 of Aprlil 10
from Consul! Gensral Dominien at Stuttgart is intere
esting asz 1t sets forth the type of political prisoners
confined in the South-Western German jalls and cone
centration camps. The list of poelitical prisoners
attached to the despateh 1s particularly Important
and must be carefully scrutinized in order to g& an
idea of the high type and importance of some of the
persons who are in confinement. The Department is aware
that barracks in various parts of Germany are being
ntilized es places of confinement for pollitical
prisoners and that speciasl concentratlion camps have
been erected in various parts of the country more
particularly for Communliate.

Information has recently come to me from reliable
sources in Berlin that some of the politleal prisoners
iIn Berlin concerning whose safety there had been some
doubt and whe were therefore visited by correspondents
in their places of confinement and publicity gilven to
these vi¢¥its, are now being removed to concentration
camps and places of confinement outside of the ecity

where thelr treatment compares most unfavorably with




that which they recelved in Berlin,

FURTHER REMOVALS PROM OFVICE,

The newspapers of April 13 carry an item to the
effect that the Oberburgomaster of Duesseld-rf, Dr. Lehr,
has been arrested and confined to jall, and at the same

time Mr., Odenkirchen, one of the c¢clty officlals, was

Gd
arrestod e cmﬁuitﬁeslsuicida by hanging In hils cell,

Dr. Lehr has enjoyed a wide reputatlon In Germany as

an administrator and it was generally felt that he

would be one of the Oberburgomasters who would not be
disturbed by the recent changes even though he ls not

a Netlonel-Socliallst. He is secused of having speculated
wlth ¢lty funds.

In the Hinlstry of the Interior Staatssekretaer
von Blsmarck has been replaced by Staatssekretaer
Grauvert who will be the active heead of this Ministry
for Minlater Goering.

The -indignities to which formerly higheranking
administrative officers are subjected are shown by an
item in the “Berliner Tageblatt” of April 16, morning
issue, to the effect that the former Oberburgomaster
of Bochum, Mr. Ruer, who has been living in the Hotel
Bristoel in Berlin and who has been re-arrested, asked
that he be allowed to travel to Bochum at his own
expense. This was not permitted and the State Prosecuting
Attorney indlecated that the former Oberburgomaster would

be gent to Bochum with a number of other prisoners in a

so=gcalled




"sammeltransport®.

so=called
In a previous despateh the Department has slready

heen informed that Dr. Theodor Lewald has been compelled

to resign as the chaigman of the Deutsche Relchsause

schuss fuer Lelbesuebungen which ls the principal Germen
sport assoclation, thls on account of the fact that he
has a certain amount of Jewlsh blood. He has, however,
been allowed to retaln hils positlon as the head of the
German committee for the Olymple Gaweg to bs rext held
in Germany. This treatment of Dr. Lewald is an Indlca~
tion that no one irrespectlive of his services 1z free
from the action being taken agalnst Jews and

with a modicum of Jewish blood. Dr, Lewald ls past

70 years of age and has had along and dlstingulshed

and unusually useful career, and on his 70th birthday
Preslident von Hindenburg awarded him the highest honors
that 1t 1is in the power of the German Republiec to give.
While he has been allowed temporarily to keep his
position as chalrmen of the German Olymple Games in
order to avold criticlsm of the present Govermment

in foreign countries, there seems to be llttle question
but that in the course of time he will slso Le removed
from this post.,

THMIODMIIWNG AMMTAN T 3w
PURTHER ACTION 1IN THE

The so-called cleansing process in the universities
continues not only of Jewlish professors but of those
who 1t 1s belleved are not in complete sympathy with

the Government. The "Berliner Tageblatt"™ of April 13,

night




night 1ssue, carries a list of sixteen professors
who have been relieved of thelr posts and the majorlty
of these are men who have enjoyed the highest reputation,
not only in Germany but abroad and have in some cases
stood at the head of thelr particular fleld.

The regulations are now being worked out and will
shortly be lssued whieh will regulate the adwlsslon
of students to the universitiss and hlgher schools.
It ig the intentlion to apply a very strlet numerus
clausus to Jews, and the nmmber of Jews who willl be
admitted to the higher instithtions of lesarning will
undoubtedly be very much restricted. As these hlgher
institutions of learning are the only pathway to the
professions this method 1s belng chosen as one of the

most effective means to shut out the further admission

4]

of Jews to the professions.

e
basl

Professor James Franck, one of the leading
physleclists of Germany, and & Nobel prize winner, has
lgned his professorshic in the Uhiversity of Goettingen,
Professor Franck is a Jew and would probably not have

been removed from his professorship on eccount of his

outstanding position 1n the rest of the world. He,

e

however, has had the courage to resign and to make the

follwing statement in his letter of resignation:

i

)

I have requested the Board of Governors
to accept my resignation. I will try to
continue to do sclentiflc work in Cermany.

We Germans of Jewish origin are being treated
ag forelgners and enemies of the Fatherland.
me wants our chlldren to grow up with the

feeling




feeling that they will
prove that they

gerved in the war are to

to continxe to serve the country. I

¥

take advantage of thils
can appreclate

bosts.
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antl-German politiecs. Now that the dismissals
have taken place the consequences as regards
foreign polley must be taken. It must be
remembered that several of the professors

on forced leave of absence, asfor Instance
Kelsen, Lederer and Bonn, have excellent
forelgn connectlons.

PARTIALLY CHANGED ATTITUDE OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH,

The newspvapers of April 18 carry an ltem covering
an order of the Archblshép of Cologne wh ¢h shows a
conglderably changed attitude on the part of the

Catholic Church. According to the "Vosslsche Zeltung"

4

of April 18, night issue, the Archbishép of Cologne

hag issued a stetement as follows:
" Members of the National-Socialist movement

and party have no cause to be alarmed with

regard to their recelving the Sacrament,

provided, however, that otherwise no reasone

able doubts exist regarding their worthiness,

and that they are determined to never agree

to any antl-church or antli-relliglous views

or acts. The mere fact that a person belonged

to the Naticnal-Soclalist party is no reason

why a Christian burial should be denied to him. "

He goes on further to state that the members
of the party eavcearing in uniform can be admitted to
the services and to the Sacrament even when they come

in corsiderable numbers. The bringling of flags into

the Chureh shall, however, be avoided "through a

previous friendly understanding".

AMBRICAN STUDENTS IN THE UNIVERSITIES.

The trestment of Amerlcan students in the various
universities seems to differ. Christisn students seenm
to be welcome in all of the German universities, but

the Jewish students have almost generally been made

to




to feel that they are no longer welcome and unusual
difficulties are belng placed in the way of those
who wish to register. The number of foreign students
who will hereafter be admitted to the Germen universitles
and higher sechools ls to be determined by a law which
wlll epply to all of Germany and that 1t will be
gpecifically aimed to keep down the number of Jewlsh
students from forelgn countries 1ls quite clmr. A
congiderable number of Jewlsh students 1n
universlties have already returned to the
and the indications are that more will f
tion so intolerable that they will prefer

oy

thelr studles here. There ls transmitted herewlith

affidavit executed by Samuel W, Rosenstein which

P ) 2 2
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indicates the {ifficultles whieh Jewlsh students are
having In reglstering. There are also transmitted here-
with the alffidavits of Charles R, Jalfe and Victor
Greenberg, two Jewish students at the University of

lialle, 1n wiich they describe very unusual treatment

which they have received fram Professor Stleve of the

Dgpartment of Anatomy of the university. It 18 partice
ularly significant that this professor has Informed

his class that "the American students should not sit
down u til all the German students have taken their
places”. It is difficult for someone who ilsnot in
Germany to understand this mentality and that it should

have affected persons in the universitles, but that this

mentallty




mental ity exists 1s borne in on this Consulate
General in many weys every day.

There is transmitted herewlth the original of an

article which appeared in "Der Stuermer”, a new news-

pep er appearing in Huernberg and which 1s edited by
Jullug Streicher who was the head of the committee
appointed by the Hational-Sogclallist party to carry out
the boycott agalnst Jewish stores, lawyers and doctors.
This erticle which directly affects the Forelgn Service
of the Department 1s translated helow for the Departe

ment's information:
o Anyone who knows enything at all about
the Jewish problem will understand why the
atroclty and boycott propaganda could be carried
on so unhindered in the United States. That
which we call imerlica is no longer the country
of those Germanle ilmmigrents who created the
"new world" with thelr courage, industry and
preparedness to dle. Toeday America is dominated
by Jews even I
just as are the banks and stock exchanges. This
statementsfinds its confirmation in the fact
thet the foreign representatives of imerlca are
almost without excertion members of the Jewish
race. Just recently two Jews have been appointed
imbassadors to France and Poland. The new American
Ambassador In France 1s lir, Jesse Taidor Straus.
The followlng personalities among the former
forelgn moresentatives of Americe were of Jewish
origing Marcus Otterbourg (Minister In lMexico),
Salomon Hirseh (Minister in Turkey), Rabbi Joseph
Saul Kornfeld (Minister in ~ersia§, Je Abraham
Elkus {(Ambassador in Turkey), Henry Morgenthau
{(Ambassador in Turkey), Lewils Elnstein (Minister
in Coste Rica, afterwards in Czechoslovakls),
David E. Kaufmann (Minister in Bolivia, aftere
wards in Siem), Abreham E. Ratshesky (Minlster
in Czechoslovakis), Ira Nelson Morris (Minister
in Sweden), Hermann Bernastein (Minlster in
Albania), Mordechal Manuel Noah (Consul in
Tunis), August Belmont (Cherge d'Affalres in
Holland), Simon Wolf (Consul General in Egypt),
and Henry Morgenthau who will shortly go to
Creece as Minlister.

Further




Further developments in this situetion will
be brought to the attentlion of the Department.

After completing the dlctation of thls despateh
the Consulate General recelved a telephone message
from Rostoeck from lr. Samuel W. Rosenstein, an American
Jew wno came here to study at a German unlverslty,

stating that he had been refused reglstration at the

University of Rostoeck on the ground that he was alﬂaw.

'

Respectfully yours,

George 5. Messersmith,
American Consul General.

Enclosures:

3 newspaper ¢lippings,
3 eoples of affidavits.




