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November 1J , 

Dear Mr. Simsi 

In the Spanish language newspaper! of t h i s l a s t Sunday X read 
your "wry in teres t ing dispatch dated Washington, November 10, in 
which you so s t r ik ingly and I believe so aoourately and soundly review 
the s i tua t ion with whioh we are faced so far as Soviet Russia and 
the world pioture are concerned. I read i t , I be l ieve , with complete 
understanding end appreciation* 

A friend of mine hat just sent me a clipping from the NEW YORK 
WORLD-TELEGRAM of November 10 publishing t h i s same dispatch in English, 
and i t i s introduced by a br ief preface in which I t is s ta ted that 
you are l iv ing in semi-retirement in France. I hope tha t you are 
enjoying some well-earned leisxire. The same introduction to your 
dispatoh, however, goes on to say that you maintain "a olose watch 
on world a f f a i r s " . 

A racehorse cannot forget his habi t s , and so some of us who have 
been so long associated in one way or another with the in ternat ional 
picture cannot forget our habits and we do not lose our i n t e r e s t in 
the Major developments in the big picture which are so determining 
of events . As y*m may know, I r e t i r ed ftpom the Foreign Service 
towards the end of 19U7, *nd i t was my firm intent ion to l ive in 
Mexico very quiet ly and to do soma Wl t ing t h a t I have always wanted 
to do. Instead of t h a t I took t h i s posit ion of Chairman of the Board 
of The Mexican Light * Power Connany, which i s the company which 
produoes and d i s t r ibu tes over f i f ty per osnt of a l l the e l e c t r i c i t y 
in t h i s r s a l l y rapidly developing country, and X find tha t I t has con
sumed a l l of my time and energy and X feel t h a t I am accomplishing 
something constructions for the maintenance of the soonomy of Mexico, 
so close a neighbor of ours, as something of very rea l importance 
t o us in the United States and i n the American p i c tu re . Xt has , 
however, meant tha t X have not been abls t o do any wri t ing as X 
should have l iked to do, bus l ike you you X have imaintained j u s t as 
keen an in t e r e s t as ever i n the developments in the major picture 
and have fallowed them as closely as my more l imited opportunities 
permit. X have been endeavoring t o point out to soots of my friends 
with whom X remain in touoh and who are more ac t ive ly associated with 
th ings , j u s t the very things whioh yon in so s t r ik ing and so pointed 
a way have brought eut in your a r t i c l e . 
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The reading of your article brought back many pleasant memories 
of the past* Z always had far you the highest regard as a keen 
political observer and at really a great correspondent. I cannot 
refrain from writing you this note to tell you how happy I am that 
you have written this article, which I am sure %rill command the at" 
tention which it deserves. 

I have not seen Roy Howard for well over a year, but I hope the 
next time I am in Sew York, which will probably not T»e until after 
the first ofnthe year, I xwty have the opportunity of seeing him. 

Believe me, with all good wishes. 

Cordially and faithfully yours. 

G. S. Messersmith 
• 


