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EDITORIALS 

A serenely beautiful spirit, marvelously triumphKatrina Trask 
ant over bodily ills, radiantly prophetic in a warPeabody 
darkened world, heralding a new era of· love and 

peace on earth, has passed beyond the pain and sorrow of our 
earthly bonds. 

The life and writings of Katrina Trask Peabody will be an 
inspiration to thousands so long as war-weary mortals seek to 
make an end to war. Her prophetic writings will lead men to 
gain that world-wide peace of which she was the shining proph
etess. Happier generations of those who practice "good will 
on earth to all men" will hail her as one who held aloft the serene 
light of peace throughout the darkness and the ghoulish horrors 
of a world at war. 

The death of Mrs. Peabody last month at Yaddo, her estate 
near Saratoga Springs, where poets, artists, musicians, friends 
famous and friends humble, have found a veritable kingdom of 
inspiration, has darkened the world for all who ever felt the 
quickening influence of her vivid spirit. 

Burdened with sorrows and stricken with griefs far beyond 
the endurance of most mortals, surviving only with broken health 
the death of children, husband, and other dear ones, yet accom
plishing a life work of such imperishable writings as "In the 
Vanguard," "Within the Walls," "The Conquering Army," and 
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other books and poems, the serene spirit of Mrs. Peabody tri
umphed over human ills with a radiance of love and beauty so 
magnetic and impelling that all who felt her friendship were in
spired by it. 

Yaddo was famous for hospitality in the life of Mr. Spencer 
Trask, whose sudden death in a railway accident in 1909 left Mrs. 
Trask a semi-invalid; and the "Lady of Yaddo" maintained the 
traditions of the estate, with its marvelous rose gardens and 
lawns and hundreds of acres of park, woods, and lakes. 

Speaking of her cherished plan to bequeath their estate for 
the advancement of the creative arts, Mrs. Trask said, "We felt 
that Yaddo must be dedicated to service. Writers have said that 
they could write here as they could write nowhere else; painters 
have said that they could paint here as they could nowhere else; 
and musicians have composed wonderful music here. We felt that 
we would like to make this a center of artistic work when we 
are gone. The plan does not involve a question of altruism. Y addo 
is not dedicated to charity; it is dedicated to hospitality." 

Because of the lifelong friendship of Mr. and Mrs. Trask 
with Mr. George Foster Peabody, his partner in business, Yaddo 
became a meeting place of those great educational statesmen who 
composed the Southern Education Board, of which Mr. Peabody 
was a member, in the days when the campaigns for better com
mon schools throughout the South were carried on with the 
fervor of crusades. Among that fellowship of kindred souls who 
met at Yaddo were such leaders as Walter Page, Robert Ogden, 
Samuel C. Mitchell, Edwin Alderman, P. P. Claxton, and others 
active in the building of public education in the South to whom 
the gracious hostess of Yaddo was an unfailing inspiration. At 
meetings with the Southern Education Board and on frequent 
journeys to the North, the former principal of Hampton, Dr. 
Frissell, knew the hospitality of Yaddo and repeatedly drew 
strength and refreshment from his visits there. 

With a keen interest in Hampton, Mrs. Peabody, like her hus
band, rendered the school generous repeated service, and within 
recent years she invited a company of Hampton students to pitch 
their tents and hold a pageant for the school among the lawns 
and gardens of Y addo. 

The culmination of the lifelong friendship of Mrs. Trask and 
"Mr. Pea~ody in marriage was a cause for rejoicing among their 
m~ny friends. The tragic news of Mrs. Peabody's death has 
grieved thousands of her readers and friends, and has brought 
sadness to the great family of Hampton where many hearts go 
out in sympathetic sorrow to Mr. Peabody in his immeasurable 
loss. 

Governor 
Bickett's 
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Thomas Walter Bickett, though dead in the 
flesh, lives in the spirit, for he gave his life that 
the lowly, the ignorant,.the imprisoned, the dis
advantaged children of God might have some 

opportunity of lifting their heads into the sunlight of Ameri
can democracy in North Carolina. 

Not only as a "war governor," who "went alone into the 
mountains and unarmed, save for his persuasive eloquence, 
brought back into the service a great many ignorant and mis
guided, but essentially loyal, men, who had left the path of 
duty," will Thomas Bickett be remembered by his fellow-men. 
Not only as an office holder, "who went into politics and came 
out clean," will men honor this good man. 

Thomas Bickett will long be remembered and revered, 
not only by North Carolinians and other Southerners, but also 
by students of social history, as "the friend who gave attentive 
and sympathetic ear to every form of human emotion, who was 
moved to action by the plea of the unfortunate, who ferreted 
out and helped to correct the undiscovered and sometimes un
suspected injustices, who heard the far call of the forgotten 
man behind prison walls." 

Here was a man who dreamed dreams and still exer
cised common sense to make his dreams come true; a man who 
dared to open the prison doors to more than four hundred 
Negroes; a man who preached against lynching and personally 
walked into a mob and persuaded men to abandon their pur
pose; a man who struck at the Ku Klux Klan and drove it from 
North Carolina; and a man who candidly confessed that 
"whi~es in the Gouth, and in the North as well, do not always 
deal Justly by the Negro." 

There are some facts in the life and work of Thomas Bick
ett, who was ~:mly fifty-two when he died, which are well worth 
serious attention: within fifteen years he rose from being "a 
country lawyer in a most rural county to be chief magistrate of 
the North Carolina Commonwealth"; for eight years he was at
torney general for North Carolina; for four years he served 
as Governor, helping to transform tenants into landlords se-. . ' curmg important constitutional amendments, achieving a re-
valuation of North Carolina property, which is making possible 
the securing of taxes for extraordinary State improvements 
striking successfully at the bond evil, and serving always thos~ 
who needed his powers of body, mind, and heart. 

Governor Bickett in his visits to Tuskegee and Hampton 
made clear his belief in the power of love to solve problems of 
race relations:-
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"The God of your redemption will come " he ·d 
l·n add · I • , sa1 
. ressmg arge audiences of Negroes at th ' 

schools, "not in the mighty wind not in the J;se 

quake, _and not in the fire, but in ~ 'still small ea . h~ 
that will trouble the white man's con'sc· v01ce 
d · I f • . 1ence and 

rive s eep rom his eyes until he gives to y 
the fullest measure of justice. our people 

"The one safe path for the N t f 1 . 
pat~ that I_eads straight to thee~rior° 0 £° f~:' :~i~e 
m~m s conscience. Some day every plea th t · b e 

wisdom ~nd justice will be allowed. Whi!e 1~ t°rn of 

h~f ~hw7i~1!J::i~ :~:;~i::.e ;;dm~~:tructio~, Io~! !~~ 
both races is this: 'Love one age an prayer to 
things will be added unto you/nother, and all these 

1921 D;;~P\;:eAgg's_ introductio1: of Governor Bickett to the 

. nmversary audience in I d d th . 
descriptive words, which should be ~t de ~se fittmgly 

con_scientious, fearless public servant ~e~a re: la; th~s ho~r: "a 

social justice and civic progress. ' o u e c amp1on of 

friend of the Negro; a man of , ~o!enerous, uncompromising 

good will-the Honorable Thomas gW. B~~:~~;, good sense, and 

" Eleven million Am · h" 
Journal of half of A . ' er1can C 1Idren-over one-

Rural ten menca s public-school population-at--

Education" d one- and two-room rural schools. Of th 
300,000 rural teachers th e 

have not completed the four ' . ere are 150,000 who 

100,000 who have h d -year _high-school course and 

serious work Only a t noth professional training for their 
· one- en of all th 

have had special rural t . . e rural-school teachers 

have had the advanta ra1;mg and only one-fiftieth of them 

true that any school . ge ot normal-school training. If it be 
. Is a eacher at d 

pupil at the other then th one en of a log and a 
' ere are man h "Id . 

on weak and crumbling lo s . Y c I ren being taught 

teachers. What can b d g by Ill-prepared and ill-adapted 
e one to hel d . 

wastage of time effo t d P reme Y this educational 
, r ' an money? Ob . 

women can pool the1·r "d . v10usly men and 
• 1 eas and e · 

wide clearing-house. th xper1ences through a Nation-

of life as these facts i::iact:n assemble and !nterpret the facts 

women, and children upo hto the education of rural men 

advantages of life in,th n w om everybody seems to urge th~ 
d. e country· d th 

isco,·er better methods of t '. an ey can co-operate to 

country those things which w~~th1~g people who live in the 

. The Journal of Rural Educa b_rmg th~m a satisfying life. 

hshed, under the regis of the D tion, which has already pub

the National Education As . epartment of Rural Education of 
soc1ation, two interesting, attractive, 
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and worth-while monthly issues, should prove a most useful in

strument for helping to acquaint the vast American public with 

the vital facts of our rural educational deficiencies, as well as 

with some of our eminently successful ventures into community

building. This forty-eight-page magazine will be published every 

month except July and August at three dollars a year. Single 

copies cost forty cents each. 
The staff of the new journal includes the following: business 

manager, Harold W. Foght, president of the Normal School at 

Aberdeen, S. D., and formerly a rural-education specialist in the 

U. S. Bureau of Education, and the editor-in-chief, Fannie W. 

Dunn, Teachers College, Columbia University. Associated with 

these are other men and women who have won conspicuous suc

cess in their special lines of educational activity. This journal 

will express, so far as it is humanely possible to do so, the best 

all-round experiences of those who know at first hand the prob

lems and possibilities of our American rural schools. 

The journal "will attempt to get in touch with the practical 

experimentation and scientific investigation that is going on in 

all phases of rural education and will report constructive pro

grams and policies developed in all parts of the country." The 

Southern Workman wishes the editors of the Journal of Rural 

Education a large measure of success and pledges them its 

heartiest co-operation. 

The Report of the Board of Indian Commissioners 

Conditions to the Secretary of the Interior, for the fiscal year 
Among ending June 30, 1921, has recently been published, 

and as usual is full of interest. During the period 

covered, visits to twenty-six reservations, agencies, and schools 

were made by members of the Board. Detailed reports are given 

of conditions on the reservations visited, and also a general sum

mary of observations and conclusions. 
The question of the releasing of Indians from Federal super

vision naturally takes first place. Between 1917 and 1920 about 

twenty thousand patents in fee simple were issued, and in order to 

obtain accurate information as to what use the Indians made of 

their freedom, letters of inquiry were sent by the Board to a num

ber of superintendents and field officials. Of the eighty-seven 

replies received, seventy-one report that the majority of the 

Indians dispose of their land shortly after receiving their patents, 

while only ten say that in the majority of such cases have the 

Indians been successful. The result of the work, the report adds, 

has naturally divided those interested in Indian walfare into four 

Indians 
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classes: "Those who insist that all Indians shall be 'turned loose' immediately; those who believe that no more Indians of this generation, at least, should be released from Government supervision; those who want all Indians of certain blood or educational status released from Federal guardianship at once; and those who want none released until a careful examination has determined his or her competency." 
The need of better and more schools is dwelt upon, espe

cially among the Navahos whose need has been so persistently 
stressed for years by all organizations interested in Indian wel
fare, and in spite of which nearly seven thousand children of this one tribe alone are still without any school. 

Other important recommendations are made, but lack of 
space forbids the mention of more than two, which would seem 
especially easy of accomplishment. The first, for a department 
headed by a woman, and with women assistants, to handle the 
problems of the Indian woman and her children-problems which 
at present are handled entirely by men; the second, that the In
dian Service should make use of such local "social-service" or
ganizations as the Red Cross, Visiting Nurses' Association and 
others in the towns near reservations. Both of these r:com
mendations seem entirely practicable, and, if followed, might 
solv~ m~ny of the problems which so vitally affect home and family life. 

The Negro One s~gn of the race consciousness so rapidly de-
in Drama velopmg among Negroes is the interest its mem-

bers are now manifesting in dramatic art. The remarkable achievement of Charles Gilpin in the title role of 
"The Emperor Jones" doubtless has been an incentive to 
greater effort on the part of other Negro actors, as their suc
cess, even on Br?adway, where competition is a strong factor to be reckoned with, abundantly illustrates. 

That the dr~mat_ic instinct of the Negro race is strong and 
warran~s e~ucation 1s clearly evident from the prominence 
now bemg given to the dramatic arts in Negro schools and col
leges. At Howard Univeristy a Department of Dramatic Art 
has been established_ with Montgomery Gregory, a Negro 
graduate 0! Harvard, m charge, assisted by Mrs. Marie Moore
Forrest, w1dely_know~ as a leader in community drama, and 
by Cleon Throckmartin of the Provincetown Players. 

The_ Howard Players recently gave a remarkably good 
presentation before a number of the distinguished foreign 

delegates to the Arms Conference, of the drama "Simon the 
Cyrenian" written by Ridgely Torrence for the Negro The,atre. 
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It is especially noteworthy that the effort of the Howard Play
ers is not to be imitators of white actors but to produce plays 
by their own writers, to encourage dramatic talent in their own 
race, to make their own scenery and costumes, and to act 
plays in which men and women of their own color have lead
ing parts. Their ambition is to establish a National Negro 
Theatre in Washington, and definite efforts toward this worthy goal are already being made. 

Negro pageantry also is gaining a large place for itself. 
One of the most notable pageants of recent date was "The 
Open Door," given in a number of large cities in aid of At
lanta University. This called for a cast of two hundred per
sons who described in pantomime and song the progress of the 
Negro race from the jungle to the present day. Dr. Francis 
G. Peabody of Harvard writes of the performance of thi pageant in Boston as follows:-

"What the audience saw was a scene which can only be described as overwhelming in its artistic and 
emotional appeal, a plan admirably conceived, a dignified and touching symbolism, a harmony of song 
with act, and a participation of hundreds in processions tableaux, dances, and music, without selfconsciodsness or inadequacy at a single point. It was 
an occasion, not for condescending sympathy, but 
rather for the unqualified admiration of the dramatic instinct, rhythmic movement, and statuesque dignity which are among the peculiar gifts of the colored race." 

An interesting contribution was made to Hamp
The Berliner ton Institute a few weeks ago when Miss Concert · · t Dorothy Berliner, the American concert p1ams • 

gave her art, and Mr. Henry Miller gave his theatre, for a Hampton benefit recital. 
Miss Berliner became interested in Hampton last year 

while visiting friends in Norfolk. She happened to hear the 
students sing grace in their dining-room. The singing moved 
Miss Berliner so much that she straightway resolved to help 
the cause of Negro education, to do something for Hampton
to give of her very best. Early this winter Miss Berliner spent 
some time at the Institute, when she presented a complete con
cert program for the benefit of the students; but giving once 
made her want to give again, and she began planning a New York recital. 

The program consisted of several Chopin numbers, a pre
lude by Cresar Franck, a Bach-Busoni chaconne, a gavotte by 
Sgambati, and a group of modern Spanish compositions. All 
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these numbers were brilliantly played by the artist and were 
received with real appreciation by the audience. 

The concert was a big success despite bad weather and the 
fact that several eminent pianists were also presenting pro
grams on that afternoon. Mr. Alexander B. Trowbridge, a 
Hampton trustee, in a short speech of appreciation during the 
intermission, said that it was peculiarly fitting for musicians to 
give their best for the Negro because the Negro had given so 
much to American music; and that theatre managers should 
loan their theatres for such concerts because the Negro was 
doing so much now and will do so much more in the future for 
dramatic art. 

An Never before has a Hampton program been re-
Enthusiastic ceived in the city of Richmond, Virginia, with 

Hampton 
Meeting 

greater enthusiasm than on the evening of Jan
uary 12, when a folk-song concert was given in 

the First Baptist Church ( colored) by a chorus of eighteen 
voices representing the Choir and Girls' Glee Club, assisted by 
the Quartet and the teachers of vocal music of Hampton In
stitute. 

The loyal interest of many Hampton friends in the city 
and the excellent newspaper articles announcing the concert 
rnsulted in a gathering- many times too large for the church. 
By eight o'clock every seat was occupied, with two or three 
hundred people standing and several hundred more outside 
eagerly ·waiting admittance. Dr. W. T. Johnson, the able pastor 
of the church met the situation by announcing an overflow 
meeting. In a few minutes twelve hundred people had filled 
the lecture room, making nearly three thousand of both races 
who heard the concert, while three or four hundred unfor
tunately had to return home disappointed. 

The speakers at the meeting were Dr. S. C. Mitchell of 
Richmond College, a Hampton trustee; Mrs. Beverly B. Mun
ford, also a strong friend of Hampton, who gave an intensely 
interesting account of the early days of the church in which 
she ,ms speaking; Dr. Gregg, who spoke of the value of the 
Negro plantation melodies, especially as establishing a spir
itual link between the races; Major Washington, Hampton's 
Commandant; and Mr. R. 0. Purves, Hampton's Field Secre
tary. The speakers and the singers alternated in the two meet
ings and "·ere received ·with enthusiasm. In the words of Dr. 
M_itc.hell: "The strai_ns of the Hampton Singers stir the soul, 
stir 1~ in sympathy, in appreciation, and in understanding of 
the right relations of the two races in the South." There is 
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every reason to beli_eve that this meeting in Richmond \.Vill long 
be remembered and wiil do much to further interest there in 
Hampton's work. 

NEGRO LITERATURE FOR NEGRO 
PUPILS 

BY ALICE DUNBAR-NELSON 

rJ~HE ancient Greeks, wishing to impress upon their children 
the greatness of Hellas, made the schoolboys memorize 

Homer, particularly those passages dealing with wars and con
quests. The Romans saturated their youth with Roman literature, 
history, and law. The Hebrew children of all ages are versed, 
grounded, and crammed with the Mosaic and Rabbinical law. The 
Chinese child learns volumes of Confucius. The French child re
cites La Fontaine, even before he can read. Spain drives home 
the epic of the Cid to the youth of her land-and so on, through all 
history, ancient and modern; each land, each nation, impresses 
most painstaking_ly upon the rising generation the fact that it 
possesses a history and a literature, and that it must live up to the 
traditions .of its history, and make that literature a part of its life. 

The reason for this is obvious. If a people are to be proud 
and self-respecting they must believe in themselves. Destroy a 
man's belief in his own powers, and you destroy his usefulness
render him a worthless object, helpless and hopeless. Tell a peo
ple over and over again that they have done nothing, can do 
nothing, set a limitation for their achievement; impress upon 
them that all they have or can hope to have is the product of the 
minds of other peoples; force them to believe that they are pen
sioners on the mental bounty of another race,-and they will lose 
what little faith they may have had in themselves, and become 
stultified non-producers. Any parent or teacher knows how dis
astrous is the result of telling a child how splendidly some other 
child has done, and asking why he does not go and do likewise. 
The one so adjured usually does the exact opposite, in a bitterness 
of resentment and gloom, it being one of the vagaries of human 
nature to act contrariwise. 

All this is by way of reminding ourselves that for two gen
erations we have given brown and black children a blonde ideal 
of beauty to worship, a milk-white literature to assimilate, and a 
pearly Paradise to anticipate, in which their dark faces would be 
hopelessly out of place. That there has not been a complete and 
absolute stultification of the efforts of the race toward self-
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expression is due only to the fact that we are a people of peculiar 

resiliency and combativeness. The effect of this kind of teaching 

is shown in the facts that the beautiful brown dolls, which re

semble their tiny play-mothers, still have some difficulty in mak

ing their way into the homes of our people; that some older re

ligionists still fondly hope that at death, and before St. Peter ad

mits them into Paradise, they will be washed physically white; 

that Negro business enterprises are still regarded with a doubt

ful eye; and that Negro literature is frequently mentioned in 

whispers as a dubious quantity. 
There is a manifest remedy for this condition, a remedy 

which the teachers of the race are applying gradually, wherever 

the need has been brought to their attention. We must begin 

everywhere to instill race pride into our pupils; not by dull sta

tistics, nor yet by tedious iterations that we are a great people, 

and "if you do not believe it, look at this table of figures, or at 

the life of so-and-so." Idle boasting of past achievements always 

leaves a suspicion in the mind of the listener that the braggart is 

not sure of his ground and is bolstering up his opinion of him

self. But we will give the children the poems and stories and folk 

lore and songs of their own people. We do not teach literature; we 

are taught by literature. The subtlest, most delicate, and lasting 

impressions of childhood are those gained by the chance poem, 

the eagerly absorbed fable, the lesson in the reader, the story told 

in the Sunday-school lesson. The fairy prince and the delectable 

princess have their charm, as opening up a vista into an en

chanted land, but the poem that to\lches closely the heart of a. 
child, and belongs to it because of its very nearness to his own 

life, is the bit of literature that lifts him above the dull brown 

earth and makes him akin to all that is truly great in the universe. 

Three pictures project themselves upon the screen of mem

ory, deeply suggestive of the futility of some of our efforts to 

reach child-life. One is that of a plaintive child, to whom the 

world of books was the real world, hugging to her thin little breast 

a big book of poetry, and passionately praying , "Oh, please, dear 

Lord, let me grow up and write things, because none of us have 

ever written anything, and we ought to, dear Lord, because its 

awful that we don't write stories or things." Now this was a 

Southern child in a Southern city in a school taught by colored 

teachers, and her eager little soul was convulsed with shame 

that her own people had never accomplished anything in the 

realm of the books she loved. 
The second picture shows a young girl teaching in a Southern 

city before it was supplied with modern sewerage, when to dig 

even eighteen inches in the ground brought one to water. The 

I } 
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Second-Reader lesson cheerfully told of the joys of storing red 

apples in the cellar to eat when the snow was on the ground. To 

explain snow to these children in a semi-tropical clime was a feat 

requiring Herculean efforts, and the modicum of impression made 

was tempered by open skepticism on the faces of the boys. But 

when the cellar problem was attacked all faith in the teacher's 

omniscience was blown to the four winds. What, a room under

ground? Why, everyone knew that you couldn't even dig a grave 

without its filling with water, much less have a whole room 

under ground! Prudence and decorum went to the winds, and the 

little teacher mopped her agitated forehead and prayed for Sec

ond Readers with Southern stories in them. 
Third: a splendidly equipped school in a sea-side town. The 

windows of all the rooms on one side of the building overlooked 

the Atlantic Ocean, and every pane of glass framed a perfect 

vignette of cloud and wave and white-winged fishing smack, driv

ing before the wind, or lying at anchor with graceful spars silhou

etted against a myriad-hued sky, Yet every child in the art classes 

was busily painting apple orchards in full bloom, it being spring, 

and time for the apple orchards of New England and inland places 

to flower into whiteness and pinkness. There are no apple trees 

anywhere near this sandy strip of white coast that is pounded by 

the great waves, and spring for that section means the shy wild 

flowers that bloom in heaped sand dunes, or brilliant marsh

mallows flushing amidst swaying reeds. It means little saucy

frocked fishing smacks running through white-capped ultrama

rine waves. Yet in all that school not a child had been told to 

look out of the window and see the beauties of his own environ

ment. They were copying the reputed beauties of a land miles 

inland. 
These three pictures stand out in my mind because it seems 

to me that they symbolize the kind of teaching that we do so much 

of in some of our schools-the colored child, hungry for infor

mation, and yet ignorant of the history and achievements of its 

own race; pupils forced to insult their budding intelligence with 

an unnecessary situation; youthful artists turning their backs on 

the beauties about them and copying the counterfeit landscapes 

which they have never seen. It is high time that we throw off the 

shackles which convention binds around our educational methods 

and "let down our buckets where we are." . 
Every teacher in a colored school is a missionary. More than 

the mere instilling of so much knowledge in the heads of the 

pupils must he or she teach many other things, character 

through pride of race being one of the greatest. For the youth 

who is proud of his race and will endeavor to live up to its 



62 THE SOUTHERN WORKMAN 

traditions, and will hesitate to do mean things lest they sully the 
escutcheon. As we have said before, the sentiment of pride 
and honor fostered in the Negro youth will fire his ambition, his 
desire to accomplish, even as others of his race have done be
fore him. It is only the exceptional case, the overmastering 
genius who is thrilled with the desire to conquer because no 
other has done so. The ordinary one-and there are so many 
more of him than there are of any other kind-needs encour
agement from the deeds of others. 

But statistics mean nothing to children; they are colorless 
things, savoring too much of tables in arithmetic to be deeply 
intriguing. The child mind must have concrete examples, for it 
is essentially poetic and deals in images. It is not enough to say 
that black men fought in the Revolutionary War to the extent 
of so many in so many regiments. But there are a number of well
told, crisply narrated stories of Crispus Attucks, and even some 
narrative poems celebrate the first blood shed in the Revolution
ary War. It is not enough to say that black slaves, from Massachu
setts to Maryland, stood by the Nation when red-coated Tories 
overran the land. Dunbar's spirited ballad of "Black Samson 
of Brandywine" will fix the idea in the youthful mind, even as 
"Paul Revere's Ride" has fixed the date of the battle of Concord 
and Lexington in the minds of generations of young Americans, 
"·hite and black, from Maine to California. 

It is well for Negro children to know that the delightful 
fables of lEsop are the satires of a black slave, and that the 
author of the incomparable "Three Muskateers," which re
joices the swashbuckling instincts of the adolescent, was 
of Negro descent. There are exquisite little nature lyrics par
ticularly snow scenes, by Pushkin ( obtainable in translation) 
as perfect in their picturization, in a wav as those of Br-vant 
or that of Lowell's "First Snowfall"; a;d it would mak; th~ 
young chests swell ·with pride to know that these are the work 
of one of the greatest of Russian poets-an acknowledged 
Negro. 

Apart from these exotic instances, the children might well 
be taught the folk tales of the race, as rich in content and moral 
lesson as can be found in any folk tales, from lEsop and Rey
nard the Fox to Uncle Remus. There is a mine of suggestion in 
Alphonso Stafford's "African Folk Stories." That classic "The 
Seedling," by Dunbar, has delighted the little folks of ~ gen
eration, with its botanical lesson encouched in delicate verse 
and the inevitable moral admonition, which all children se~ 
cretly love, at the end. 

By the side of Maggie Tulliver we may place Zora, of 
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"The Quest of the Silver Fleece (DuBois)"; against Sparta
cus and his address to the gladiators, is Dessalines and his de
fiant reminiscences; thrilling rescue stories might be matched 
by the rescue of the lad in Durham's "Diane"; or by the round
up scene from "The Love of Landry" (Dunbar), to give the 
proper Western flavor to the boy or girl in love with the Bill 
Hart type. In company with "The Charge of the Light Bri
gade" is the "Second Louisiana," and the "Finish of Patsy 
Barnes," (Dunbar), for those who love the small boy who over
comes obstacles for the sake of the mother ill at home. Thanksgiv
ing is commemorated by Braithwaite as delightfully as ever Stev
enson "gave .thanks for many things" not to mention "Christ
mas," by Dunbar or similar poems by those others who ha\·e fol
lowed in his tread. 

And the winged . words of Booker Washington and 
Frederick Douglass! The biographies of . those who haYe ac
complished great things in the face of heavy odds! Romances 
of lives as thrilling as the romances which haYe grown up 
around Lincoln and Daniel Boone! The girl, Phyllis, and the 
lad, Paul! How much finer for the Negro boy and girl to know 
of these lives, and of the work they did; to read the burning, 
living words that are the work of their own blood and kin; to 
feel that the lowly ones of the cabins in the country, or the 
tenements and alleys in the city, may yet give to the world some 
gift, albeit small, that will inspire and ennoble countless dark
faced children struggling up towards the light. 

Assuredly we will teach our boys and girls, not only their 
own history and literature, but works by their own authors. We 
will, ourselves, first achieve a sense of pride in our o,Yn produc
tions, with a fine sense of literary values which will not allow 
us to confuse trivialities and trash with literature. We will 
learn to judge a thing as good, because of its intrinsic Yalue and 
not because it is a Negro's! We will be as quick to throw away 
valueless stuff written by a black man or woman, as if it were 
written by a white man or woman. In other words we will recog
nize but one absolute standard, and we will preserve for our chil
dren all that approximates that standard, and teach them to 
reverence the good that is in their own because it is good. 

And by so doing, we shall impress most deeply upon the 
young people of our race, by our O\Vn literature, that most Yalu
able of all lessons:-

"Be proud, my race, in mind and soul: 
Thy name is writ on glory's scroll 

In characters of fire; 
High, midst the clouds of Fame's bright sky, 
Thy banner's blazoned folds now fly, 

And Truth shall lift them higher." 



TWO MILLION NEGRO WOMEN 
AT WORK 

BY ELIZABETH ROSS HA YNES 
Examiner. United States Employment Service, Department of Labor THE thought realm in which the two million Negro women in 

the United States, gainfully employed, live and work, vi
brates with pathos and humor, determination and true hero
ism, belief and expectation that with the coming years, they too, 
as a group, with training and larger opportunties, will come into 
their own as real women. 

The three types of occupations in which the majority of these 
women are engaged are (1) domestic and personal service, (2) 
agriculture, (3) manufacturing and mechanical industries. 

To-day they are found in domestic service, nearly a million 
strong, with all their shortcomings-their lack of training in ef
ficiency, in cleanliness of person, in honesty and truthfulness, and 
with all of the shortcomings of ordinary domestic service· 
namely, basement living quarters, poor working conditions, to~ 
long hours, no Sundays off, no standards of efficiency, and the ser
vant "brand." In spite of migration during the World War they 
are found on the farms, with all of the inconveniences and health 
hazards of Southern plantation life, in larger numbers than in 
domestic service. Before the World War there were over 67 000 
of them in the unskilled processes of the manufacturing 'and 
mechanical industries and 3000 in the semi-skilled processes. 
These numbers were greatly increased during the war. In 152 
plants visited in 1918-19, by Department of Labor representa
tives, more than 20,000 were found employed. 

DOMESTIC SERVICE 
' 

. During the past twelve months some decided changes af-
fecti?g Negro_ women have taken place in dom~stic and personal 
serv_1ce. For mstance, in Detroit, Michigan, to-day, from eighty 
t~ nmety per cent of the calls for domestic workers are for white 
girls. The average wage in that city for general houseworkers is 
from_$ 8 to $12 a week as against $15 to $20 a year ago. Women 
workmg by the day receive from $.40 to $.50 an hour as against 
$:60 to $.70 one year ago. The calls for office, elevator, and stock 
girls are no longer for Negro girls. 
. In Washington, D. C., with the fixing of the minimum wage 
m the hotels, restaurants, etc., at $16.50 for a forty-eight-hour 
~eek, and the increasing number of available white women 

egro women were to a very large extent displaced. Wages fo; 
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domestic service for the rank and file have fallen in the past 
twelve months from $10 a week without any laundry work to $7 
and $8 with laundry work. In the parlance of the women, "gen
eral housework" now means "cook, wash, and ine (iron)." The 
numbers driven into domestic work are very large. At one em

.ployment agency in this city there are often as many as 200 Negro 
women ·a day applying for work. A large majority of them are 
untrained, inefficient, and poorly equipped with the one thing 
needful-a good reference. 

IN A PITTSBURG LAUNDRY 

Only two of the Washington laundries are to-day paying the 
minimum wage. The average wage in the other laundries is $9 
per week, and a few workers get as little as $6. Ninety per cent 
of these laundry workers are Negro women. As soon as some 
of the laundries began to fear that they would be forced to pay 
the minimum wage they began to ask the employment bureaus 
about the possibility of obtaining white girls. Now that they 
are not paying the minimum wage they are perfectly satisfied 
with Negro women. A few of these have been in the laundries 
from fourteen to thirty-eight years, working through from the 
flat-work department until they are now "finishing" shirt
bosoms-which one who understands must term really artistic 
work. In Los Angeles, California, Negro women cooks get from 



66 THE SOUTHERN WORKMAN 

$60 to $100 per month, chambermaids from $40 to $75, nurses 
from $50 to $75, mothers' helpers from $20 to $40. Day work
ers receive from $.45 to $.50 an hour. These women are, how
ever, through the unions, excluded from even the la~ndries. 

Some very evident changes have come about rn personal 
and domestic service during the past twelve months, and yet 
there is much the same restlessness and change from one em
ployer to another; much the same wear and tear on households 
and housewives; many of the same old customs and conven
tions. The bond between mistress and maid in many cases is 
not sufficiently strong for the mistress to learn her maid's sur
name or her address. Neither seems personally interested in 
the other and often neither knows, even when they separate, 
just what the other has been thinking. When one deeply in
terested in the whole problem analyzes the conditions and 
sympathizeR with mistress and maid sufficiently to get the 
whole truth, she must conclude that in too many cases the 
feeling of each borders on real dislike for the other. Neither 
has for the other that priceless possession-confidence. 

Recently a gentleman applied to an employment agency 
for a maid or, more correctly speaking, a general houseworker. 
Upon being asked how many there were in his family, he said, 
in a somewhat hesitating manner, "Just two in the family, ex
cept two boys who don't amount to much-one is six years old 
and the other is eight." No idea of taking advantage of anyone 
entered his mind, for his were the thoughts of a man! but the 
women domestics who heard him at once came to the conclu
sion that he was trying to "slip something over." On the other 
hand, a lady advertised for a maid and fifteen came at different 
times during the day to see her. She engaged every one of 
them to begin work the next morning and not one of them 
'.'show~d up.''. _When maids wish a holiday or Sunday off, death 
rn their _families, falls by which they are seriously injured, 
automobile accidents, faked special-delivery letters ( especially 
when t?ey_ live with the employer's family) annual meetings of 
lodge~ m distant cities, and all sorts of other make-believe excuses 
ar~ given. The night they are paid off they often arrange every
thmg for breakfaRt, saying they will be back in the morning, 
but t?ey_ never return. Often, on the other hand, when a maid 
applies for a place, if she is not suitable, she is told by the lady 
of the house that her former maid has just come back. 

Letters, cards, telephone calls, the people themselves be
sp:ak the pathos, the restlessn·ess, the ignorance the inef
ficiency, the absolute need of the standardization ;f domestic 

LUNCH ROOM IN A DETROIT GARMENT FACTORY 
This factory is owned by white people but run entirely by Negroes. 

service as an occupation or industry, and also the absolute need 
of domestic-training schools in connection with public employ
ment agencies 

AGRICULTURE 

A woman owning over a thousand acres of land in the Black 
Belt of Alabama wrote me, saying:-

"Farm conditions are as bad as we have ever seen 
them. The cotton crop is very poor. Women can pick on 
an average of from 85 to 110 pounds of cotton per day, 
for which they get 40 cents a hundred. The peanut 
farms also furnish some work for women at the rate of 
50 cents a day. They pull up the peanut bushes and let 
them dry. The bushes are then taken to a steam peanut 
picker which picks off the peanuts; these are then 
sacked and sent to the factory. 

"Down here women do almost any kind of work on 
the farm from handling a two-horse plow, and hoeing 
and pulling fodder, to cleaning new ground. Women 
in domestic service here get from $7 to $8 per month. 

Allowing much for migration and giving due credit to the 
General Education Board, the Slater and Rosenwald Funds, the 
Jeanes supervisors, and the farm-demonstration agents, who 
are doing a great work in rural districts of the South, there are 
many thousand Negro women on the farms to-day eking out 
such a bare existence as is described in the above letter. They 
are out early in the morning afoot and on horseback going to 
near-by fields and, in many instances, on wagons going to fields 
four and five miles distant. If the fields are near by, they hurry 
home in the heat of the broiling sun to cook their families' 
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dinners, often over a blazing fire on the hearth, and after dinner 
they return to the fields in what seems to city people sweltering 
heat. They tarry late in the fields because, as they say, they 
can work better "in the cool of the evenin'." 

In many sections almost the only recreational or social 
contacts enjoyed by such women come through the monthly 
church meeting, the occasional burial of a friend, or the an
nual trip to town at cotton-seed time. Better prepared min
isters, more missionary school-teachers and welfare workers, 
and many district nurses would make the life of the average 
agricultural woman worker more endurable. 

MANUFACTURING AND MECHANICAL PURSUITS 

Many well-informed persons are apt to think that there 
were no Negro women in manufacturing or mechanical indus
tries until the World War. On the contrary there were and are 
still some thousands of Negro women in the cigar and toba<:co 
factories of the country. They are poorly paid, of course, their 
wages ranging from $6 to $10 for a sixty-hour week. The work 
is dirty, and most of the factories are poorly ventilated, being 
without an air shaft for the expulsion of the dust; the result 
is that the tobacco fumes and dust almost suffocate new work
ers. Then, the work being more or less seasonal, women are 
sometimes out of employment for weeks at a time. In most 
tobacco factories the only seats for the women are boxes or 
stools without backs; and in a few factories women stemming 

MAKING UKIFOR:IIS AT THE CHARLESTON NAVY YARD 

IN A TOBACCO FACTOHY 

tobacco sit flat on the floor, humming a tune while they work. 
Even fairly respectable lunch rooms and decent toilet facilities 
are lacking. 

Before the World War unskilled Negro women workers in 
small numbers were in the clothing, food, and metal industries. 
They were to be found especially in slaughtering and meat
packing houres, crab and peanut factories, and iron, steel 
and automobile industries. They were also working in furni
ture and shoe factories, printing and publishing establish
ments, and in cotton and silk mills. There were semi-skilled 
workers in electrical-supply, paper-box, and rubber factories, 
and in the textile industries. Finally there were a few skilled 
tailoresses, tinsmiths, coppersmiths, and upholsterers. The 
story of their entrance into industry in large numbers during 
the World War is too familiar to warrant repetition here. The 
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part they played in winning the war will probably not be told 

for many years to come. 
Just before the beginning of the unemployment crisis 

the "\Vomen's Bureau of the Department of Labor made a sur

vey of Negro women employed in 150 plants in 17 localities of 

9 States. In those plants, covering food, furniture, glass, leath

er, metal, and paper products, tobacco, and textiles, there 

were 11,812 Negro women employed. Some of these were even 

making and decorating lamp-shades; some were making cores 

in foundries; and others were competing successfully (ac

cording to their employers) with girls of many years' experience 

COILING WIRE 

Note the backless stool. 

in the textile industries. Still others were serving as steno

graphers, typists, etc., in two large mail-order houses in the 
Middle West. 

The questions in the minds of us all are these: How many 

of these_ industri_es still employ Negro women in appreciable 

number m the ~killed a?d unskilled processes? Are there many 

Negro w_omen mother mdustries? And how will Negro women 

bread-wmners, unused to domestic service, weather the storm 

?f the ~nemployment depression? Information to date from 

mduStnal plants in the East, West, North, and South indicates 
th_at _a large number of Negro women have lost their places 

w1thm_ the last twelve months. One large garment factory in 

the Middle West, one of the first to take on Negro women and 

OPERATING A PUNCH PRESS 

The machine is three times too heavy for a woman. She has to 

stand continuously and must lift heavy pieces of iron. 

one that seemed proud of its experiment, says now, "We have 

discontinued the use of Negro women." A Southern mill that 

used some Negro women before the war says, "We use Negro 

women only occasionally now for odd jobs." 

In spite of such reports, at least some Negro women are 

still employed in factories. For instance, the Virginia and 

Maryland crab factories employ 5000 to 8000 of these women. 

Some of them, now forty or fifty years of age, have been in the 

same factory since they were twelve years old. Crabs are 

brought in barrels placed in large, iron, crate-like kettles, 

which are set down into steam for the purpose of cooking the 

crabs. A newer method is to use cars with seven barrels of 
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b t . The cars are run on tracks into a steam chest era s o a car. Id 
which cooks the crabs in a few minutes. When they are co 
each woman receives a certain number o! shovelfuls at a 
l d table Or in a more up-to-date factory, at a better ong woo en , , . 

d t ble for t wo workers The woman sits on a box, or a arrange a · . . f 
"backless" stool, strikes a crab one blow whh the handle o a 
small knife with curved blade, taking off a part of the shel_l, 

d often without even looking at the crab, cuts out what 1s 
::ll~d "the dead man" and then the white meat, which falls 
into a pan, and the dark meat, which falls into another. The 
work is done so rapidly that women pick from forty to seventy
five pounds a day, thus earning $3 or more a day._ The crab 
factories are built over the water, many of them havmg cement 
floors. A woman who has worked in such a factory for many 
years, upon being asked about the healthfulness of such an ar: 
rangement, said, "Yes, ma'am, the floors gen'ally fills you full o 
rheumatism. Some mo'nin's I kin hardly git out o'bed, I'se so 
stiff and painful." In spite of the lack of any arrangement that 
might be called sanitary, except in a very few factories, one 
never saw a happier group of workers anywhere than the 
Negro women in the crab factories. 

Women who have never worked out and whose husbands 
have lost their jobs after ten or twenty years' service on the 
railroads or in other places, and others who have worked out 
but have not been inside of an employment agency for twenty
five or more years, are now trying_, through such agencies or 
through friends, to find a day's work-cleaning or washing or 
sewing; hair-dressing or manicuring; acting as agents for 
selling goods; assisting undertakers ; or doing anything else 
whereby they can earn a living. Struggling against lack of 
training and against inefficiency, restricted in opportunities to 
get and hold jobs, more than two million Negro women and 
girls are to-day laboring in domestic service, in agriculture, 
and in manufacturing pursuits with the hope of an economic in
dependence that will some day enable them to take their places 
in the ranks with other working women. 

s UBTRACT hard work from life and in a few months 
it has all gone to pieces. Labor, next to grace of God 

in the heart, is the greatest promoter of morality, the 
greatest power of civilization. -Armstrong 

FISK MEMORIAL CHAPEL 

THE JUBILEE OF JUBILEES 
AT FISK UNIVERSITY 

BY MARY E. SPENCE 

Teacher of Greek at Fisk University 

FOR many years "Jubilee Day" has been celebrated at Fisk as 
the anniversary of the going out of the first company of 

singers on the sixth of October, 1871. The name is explained by 
the following quotation from Mrs. Ella Sheppard Moore, pianist 
for the singers and assistant to Professor George L. White, the 
originator and leader of the movement. The time referred to was 
in the fall of 1871. 

"Realizing that we must have a name, we held a 
prayer meeting at Columbus, Ohio. Our Fisk pastor, 
Rev. H . S. Bennett, was present. Next morning Mr. 
White met us with a glowing face. He had remained in 
prayer all night alone with God. 'Children,' he _said, 'It 
shall be Jubilee Singers in memory of the J ew1sh year 
of Jubilee.' The dignity of the name appealed to us. At 
our usual family worship that morning, there was great 
rejoicing." 
Since now "the fiftieth year from that one" had come, the 
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thought came to President F. A. McKenzie to m~ke this the "Jubi,.. 
lee of Jubilees." And so he planned an anmversary day, re
markable from the standpoint of a fine program of exercises; 
the presence of a number of trustees of the University, alu~ni, 
and friends; and, most important of all, the home-commg 
if possible, of the four remaining members of the original 
Jubilee Singer~. 

Almost at the beginning of the Jubilee Chapel Exercises in 
the morning, enthusiasm caught the hearts of students, teachers, 
and friends as they thought of the great events and people that 

JUBILEE HALL 

had made the past, and felt the significance of the presence of 
many distinguished visitors . Only one of the original singers had 
at that time come in, a beautiful, refined little woman who had al
most to be compelled by others to sit in the front row on the plat
form-Mrs . Mabel Lewis Imes, of Cleveland, Ohio, contralto 
singer in the original company. She had sung the songs of God 
into the hearts of kings an<l tJ.ueens and other "great ones" of the 
earth. The entrance of Mr. Hinton B. Alexander of Chattanooga, 
Tennessee, tenor of the original company, brought the attention 
of the audience to both of them and they were given hearty ap
plause. Then, as Dr. McKenzie introduced each one the entire 
assembly arose and greeted them with enthusiasti~ cheering. 
Later, when Mrs. Eliza Walker Crump of Chicago entered, she 
was accorded the same warm reception . The serious illness of 
Mrs. Maggie Porter Cole, of Detroit, which prevented her from 
coming, was greatly regretted. 

LIVINGSTONE HALL 
Boys' dormitory and administration building 

There were many more prominent features of the day, but, 
second only to the singers themselves, were the exquisite songs 
which they were the first to bring before the world. These were 
like a golden ·thread running through the exercises. Spontane
ously, throughout the program, these songs were selected by 
Professor Work, who, with almost unerring insight and taste, 
discerned the song that best expressed, or brought to mind, the 

CHASE HALL 

rrhe scienl'e building 
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thought needed. They were sung by the audience, splendidly led, 
as always, by Professor Work, who has himself been f_or ma~y 
year s a well-known Jubilee Singer and a studen~ of this music. 
" Rise shine for thy light is a-coming" ushered m the progr am 
for the whole day and was sung with much of the old-time en
thusiasm. Among other number s were "Steal away to J esus"; 
probably the greatest of all, "Swing low, sweet chariot"; of the 
newer type, the truly spiritual song, ''Ever y time I feel the spirit 
moYing in my heart, I will pray" ; and another which always pro
duces a deep impression upon an audience, "Ain't goin' to study 

war no more." 
Fisk was most fortunate to have in its midst on this day Dr. 

Thomas J esse Jones, respected for his great work and loved for 
his great heart. Two days earlier he had told at chapel exercises 
something about his recent wonderful tour through Africa. his 
love for that great continent, and his longing for her redemption. 
An especial tribute of appreciation was given by the students to 
Mrs. Arch Trawick, of Nashville, a trustee and a Southern 
woman, whose deeds have shown her Christian love toward all 
men. Dr. George L. Cady, secretary of the American Missionary 
Association, and a Fisk trustee, spoke of the courage and principle 
of early workers who came South at the close of the Civil War. 
Mr. L. Hollingsworth Wood, of New York, also a trustee, won 
his audience by his sincerity, sense of fun, and kindliness of heart. 
The former Register of the United States Treasury, Mr. J. C. 
Na pier, another trustee, expressed his constant interest in Fisk 
and his desire to be of further service. At the close of this meeting 
most of the audience came to the platform to clasp the hands of 
the Jubilee Singers and give them a word of friendship. 

These exercises, which began at nine o'clock, were called the 
Jubilee Chapel Exercises. There were still to follow the Jubilee 
Address at 3 :30 in the afternoon, and the Jubilee Commemor
ative Exercises at eight, both in Fisk Memorial Chapel. 

The afternoon service was given almost wholly to Dr. Jones, 
whose eloquent, earnest words went deep into the hearts of his 
hearers. He told of the needs of Africa, described in rare lan
guage the beauty of her natural scenery, and pleaded for help so 
t~at she may, as soon as possible, "take her rightful place by the 
side of the great nations of the world." After this address, Mr. 
Wood, who was the presiding officer, read a resolution of the 
trustees _that "we express our unbounded confidence in President 
McKenzi~, ~n_d we most heartily approve his wise administration 
and the high ideals he has set and maintained " At th b · · . . . e egmmng 
of this service, the University band, under the fine direction of 

THE JUBILEE OF JUBILEES 77 

Mr. Isaac Fisher, played a Welsh national air, in honor of Dr. 
Jones. At its close the Mozart Society, conducted by Miss Mary 
E. Helman, head of the Department of Music, rendered the 
"Hallelujah Chorus" from Handel's "Messiah." 

In the evening many guests from the city, both white and 
colored, came to see, hear, and greet once more, the three Jubilee 
Singers who were present. Dr. Cady, who presided during the 
first part of this meeting, told the story of the Amistad, bearing 
native African slaves, and "blown by the winds of God to the 
shores of New England," and the resulting establishment of 
the American Missionary Association, a society which would op
pose, "caste, slavery, and polygamy." He expressed the belief 
that it is illogical to carry the Christian religion to heathen in 
distant lands and not practice it toward Japanese, Negroes. or 
other disadvantaged groups in this country. 

Something of the situation of Fisk before the first singers 
went out was told by Mrs. Crosthwaite, Registrar of Fisk, and 
Miss Spence of the Faculty. Among the facts mentioned were the 
desperate condition of the finances of the institution: the build
ings, former soldiers' barracks, "going into decay"; the imminent 
decision of the American Missionary Association to abandon the 
school; and the resolution of Professor George L. White that this 
should not be. He was treasurer, and also, being gifted musically, 
had trained a number of the students in singing. He had taken 
his choir to give concerts in some of the towns ill' Tennessee, and 
now he felt that he could take them to the North and raise money 
to save the school. Such a venture at that time seemed wholly 
unreasonable; almost no one approved of it. But Mr. White was 
a man of courage, great faith in God, and indomitable will. He 
believed that God was guiding him and started out with his 
"children," as he called them. His methods of training were 
remarkable and the results marvelous. One name in that won
derful company stands second only to Mr. White's-that of Ella 
Sheppard, in whose hands he placed the entire training of the 
voices and the general care of the singing, when he was attend
ing to the management of the enterprise. Miss Sheppard, who 
afterwards became Mrs. George N. Moore, had that discernment 
of tone which is called "absolute pitch." In intellect, in spirit, 
and in musical attainment she was one of the gifted women of 
the world. A brief word was said of the early hardships of these 
singers and their later glorious success, bringing to the Univer
sity a total of $150,000 besides many valuable gifts, and winning 
friends not simply for Fisk but for all the colored people. The 
relation of Professor Adam Knight Spence to the school and to 
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the Jubilee enterprise was explained, ~e ~aving been called to be 
head of the institution and to develop it mto a coll~ge. 

At last came the moment to which all the exercises ~f the day 
had pointed, and toward which all minds were lookmg. The 
th · · 1 ·nger·s "'11·" Imes Mrs Crump, and Mr. Alex-ree ong1na s1 -,1 u . , • • 

ander-were called to the platform by Dr. McKenzie. As t~ey 
stood there, simple and unaffected, just as they had stood with 
that same simple manner in years gone by before thousands of 
people and before some of the great ones_ of the earth, the au
dience rose to their feet and cheered until they could cheer no 
more. Each singer was called on in turn to speak. Mrs. Crump 

FISK JUBILEE SINGERS (1871) 

said that this was a "home-coming" to her and then spoke of her 
early life and the going out of the singers. In closing she said: 
"As a race we love all, hate none, wishing all men up, with none 
to pull them down; and here again we launch our bark to aid 
struggling humanity wheneYer and wherever opportunity comes 
to us, out on the sea of time." Mr. Alexander's talk was inde
scribable, entertaining in the highest degree. To hear him one 
would su-ppose that in Europe he had hobnobbed with kings and 
princes, dukes, great statesmen, "and all those fellows." His mem
ory was apparently perfect, and his hearers wished that they 
might have heard a description from him of the singers' whole 
campaign. With her characteristic retiring disposition Mrs. 
Imes wished to be excused from giving an address. She had dur
ing the day talked and shaken hands with many students, teach
ers, and friends, old and new. 

THE THREE ORIGINAL JUBILEE SINGERS PRESENT 

AT THE ANNIVERSARY 

When the three stood together to sing after being separated 
for years and with hardly a moment to "blend" their voices, as 
was their custom formerly, their harmony was practically per
fect the tones sweet and clear. The audience was delighted, not 
0111; because of the association with the marvelous singing of the 
past, but because of the beautiful and expressive musi~ to w~ich 
they were listening. First they gave "Stand the storm, it wont be 
Ione-· we'll anchor by and by." In response to insistant applause 
the; 'sang "My Lord, what a morning, when the stars begin to 
fall!" 

Afterwards a number of persons were called on to speak, 
conspicuous among whom were Professor J. D. Burrus, a mem
ber of the first college class, which graduated in 1875; and Miss 
Harriet Kimbro and Mrs. Susan Lowe, who represented the first 
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normal class. Mrs. Booker T. ,vashington, an alumna of Fisk, 
urged the students to take the lessons of the past and "go for
ward" to build a great future . Telegrams were r ead from a 
number of friends who could not be present. At last the benedic
tion was pronounced, and while many pressed forward to meet 
the singers, the University band played "Auld Lang Syne." Thus 
passed one of Fisk's greatest days. Among the decorations which 
had been arranged about the platform, was a beautiful Dutch 
flag presented to the Singers while they were abroad; a large ad
vertising poster such as was used by them .on their tour; and 
pictures of the group and of Mr. White. The Lincoln Bible was 
used for the devotional service. This remarkable Day of 
Commemoration gave inspiration and satisfaction to everyone. 

A NEWER SACRIFICE 
At Arlington-Arrnistice Day, 1921 

BY SARAH C. FERNANDIS 

GOD of all nations, by this hallowed price
This treasured emblem of a Nation's dead 

Offered for peace- we bow the r ever ent head. 
For a moment in this sil ence held, 

As if the strife of all the world wer e quelled, 
Our vision shapes a newer sacrifice : 
Cleansed from what hinders cruel war's surcease
Ambition's bar ter for unrighteous gain, 

Pride's might, unheeding weaker human pain, 
Hate's venomous retard of coming good 

That stays our dream of human brotherhood
LIFE, purged and sweet, our newer gift to peace ! 

ENCOURAGEMENT FOR THE 
BL.A.CKFEET 
BY S. M. BROSIUS 

Agent of the Indian Rights Association 

DURING the past year frequent statements have appeared in 
the public press relating to the serious conditions existing 

among the Blackfeet Indians in Montana. We were informed 
that they had been neglected, and this no doubt was true to some 
extent. Investigation developed that the Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs had not been advised, by those charged with the imme
diate care of the Indians, until the extreme coJd of a Montana 
winter was upon them. When so advised, he made, we under
stand, proper efforts to supply necessary articles of clothing and 
food. Notwithstanding these efforts, condemnation of the Indian 
Bureau has continued. 

At the peak of the aid afforded by the Bureau during the 
past winter, 1700 members of the tribe, out of a total popula
tion of !slightly over 3000 Indians, were issued rations. During 
all the time since then rations have been issued to fully 500 
members. The writer was recently privileged to sojourn 
several days among the Blackfeet and was impressed by the 
wisdom of their present management by the Government. 

The Blackfeet Reservation is included within the area of 
western Montana which has been impoverished by three suc
cessive years of drouth. The vast grazing areas have become 
so barren that the large herds of cattle purchased at war-time 
prices were necessarily shipped out of the district at great ex
pense. This, added to the unprecedented decline in prices, has 
bankrupted ,the stockmen of the country. We are informed 
that eighty per cent of the "dry-landers"-those farmers not 
depending upon irrigation-have been forced to abandon their 
homes in quest of opportunity for labor to support themselves 
and families. The condition among the Blackfeet was relieved 
by aid extended by the Government, as already inoted, and by 
private donations. 

The exigency in the Blackfeet situation within the past 
year called for the very wisest effort of the Government in the 
selection of a superintendent of wide experience, well equipped 
for the work. With this requirement in mind, Mr. Fred C. 
Campbell was selected for the task. Superintendent Campbell 
took charge of the Agency too late to obtain the fullest results 
during the growing s_eason of 1921. Fully realizing the need, 
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he very soon adopted the plan of visiting each individual Indian 

family, often accompanied by a physician and other employes, 

so that each family's needs could be ascertained, and proper 

action determined for its future support. 
Special efforts had been made in the house-to-house sur

vey by the superintendent to induce the family to plant at least 

a small acreage to wheat and to provide a generous garden, 

and, when a root cellar was not already built, to secure the 

promise that one would be supplied in time for safely housing 

potatoes, rutabagas, turnips, carrots, and other vegetables, to 

protect them from the winter's frost. Although the season was 

well advanced encouragement was thus given to many who en

tered with zeal upon the work, as indicated by the results dis

closed in a recent survey of the Reservation. 

For convenience of administration the Reservation is di

vided· into three districts: Heart Butte, Old :Agency, and 

Agency. After the planting season had passed a further sur

vey of the three districts disclosed the remarkable results of 

the effort at self-support. In Heart Butte district, consisting of 

118 families, 100 families had planted a garden, and 76 had 

wheat fields. Old Agency district, with 124 families, had 90 

garden and 30 fields of wheat. In Agency district (which includes 

the town of Browning), with 300 families, 125 had planted 

gardens, and 30 had fields of wheat. An analysis of this tab

ulation shows that out of a total of 542 families, 315 had 

planted gardens and 137 had from one to five or more acres of 

wheat. The gardens promise so bountiful a yield that several 

of the families will probably have a surplus over the yearly 

needs, so that an income will be derived from this source. In 

nearly every case the wheat promises to be sufficient for the 

family. 
These are the results of the limited first season of effort 

throughout the Reservation, where last year there was not a 

~ingle field planted to wheat, and but very few gardens. There 

1s every reason to be encouraged; and with the continuance of 

the policy of showing a personal interest in the needs and re

sources ~f each family, almost every family unit within the 

Reser".:at10n should produce sufficient from garden and field to 

place it upon a self-supporting basis so far as table needs are 

concerned._ These r~sults in growing garden and field products 

were obtamed durmg 1921, the third successive year of ex

treme drouth. In average years even a better showing could 

no doubt be recorded. 

. ~uffalo Body, a full-blood Indian living in the Heart Butte 

district, plowed his present crop with the same plow he had 
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used for thirty years, each year raising a crop of potatoes. He 

sold a surplus of potatoes last year and expects to have more the 

present season than will be needed for home consumption. 

What Buffalo Body has done is a striking example of what may 

be accomplished, through care and industry, by each family on 

the Reservation. 
A small up-to-date flour mill has been purchased and will 

soon be installed for the use of the Indians. This will further 

stimulate the sowing of wheat. A carload of winter wheat for 

immediate planting has been purchased. This is by way of ex

periment, since the usual seed wheat has been of the spring 

variety. 
The request of the superintendent for sufficient barbed 

wire to enclose forty acres adjacent to each home has been 

granted by the Indian Bureau. The cost of the wire is to be 

reimbursed on lenient terms, and is to be furnished only where 

request is made and after the posts are set by the allottee with

out expense to the Government. This will tend to further pro

tect the cultivated lands from trespass and will afford an en

closure for domestic animals. It is also recommended that the 

Government advance to each family, where warranted by the 

habits and ability of the family to care for them, twenty ewes 

and a ram, upon a small partial payment, the deferred pay

ments to be reimbursable. Two hundred dozen chickens have 

also been estimated for, to supply families making requests 

for them. 
The tabulation showing the gardens and fields of wheat 

disclose that in Heart Butte district, which is populated almost 

wholly by full-bloods, 85 per cent of the families have gardens 

and 64 per cent have planted wheat this season; while in the 

Agency district, where mixed-bloods probably predominate, 

only 42 per cent planted gardens and 10 per cent have sown 

wheat. This showing is significant and emphasizes the state

ments made that the mixed-blood members of the tribe during 

the past winter were the most insistent upon securing rations 

from the Government for their support. 
It is estimated that approximately fifty per cent of the 

tribe made slight or no provision for the present winter. Pos-

. sibly not over five per cent have sufficient credit at any of the 

stores to secure the necessary provisions to carry them over the 

winter months. The improvident, without reference to age or 

physical ability, seem to have made no provision for the fl:iture 

and rely upon the Government to dispense charity to them. 

Wood is plentiful and free to all who wish to cut and haul 

it to their homes, yet it is stated that but few families are 
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"d d "th the necessary supply. During the past winter the prov1 e w1 • •i· 'th f I American Red Cross supplied a number of fam1 1es w1 ue. 
This condition indicates a deliberate impr?vide~c~, or a plan 
to enforce charity. Some applicants last wmter, it 1s rep?rted, 
insisted that the wood which was donated to them be dehver:d 
and cut into stove lengths ready for use! One plan proposed, m 
the effort to impress upon the Indians the necessity of becoming 
more forehanded is to secure a large supply of cord-wood _de
livered where required, at the agency or school; and upon app_hca
tion by an able-bodied Indian for a donation of wood, or rations, 
to require that he earn a portion, at least, of the value of the 
donation by the use of the bucksaw at the wood pile. 

It is related that the ancient pride of the Indians is not in 
evidence on occasion when rations are being issued to those 
supposed to be unable to provide sufficient food for them
selves. All classes form in line on issue-day, the petitioner in 
his automobile by the side of the old and feeble whom the Gov
ernment feels it a duty to support. 

The Blackfeet, in common with other tribes, are prone to 
follow their ancient custom of dancing. The dances often are 
continued over a period of ten days or two weeks. The super
intendent induced them to curtail the last Fourth-of-July dance 
to four days' duration, with the added agreement that they 
should not neglect their homes, but that some member of the 
family would visit the home each day of the dance to see that 
the crops were properly protected from the ravages of pests and 
from trespass of stock. This promise to visit their homes was 
not strictly kept, so that the gophers and insects seriously 
damaged their gardens and fields. The superintendent gently 
reminded them of the loss of their crops. The reply of Chief 
All Over was frank and amusing. He stated that he had be
come hoarse through urging the Indians to get up early in 
the morning to go to their homes as agreed, but that they were 
too lazy, and consequently lost their crops. In council soon after 
this incident, the tribe unanimously agreed that next year 
they would postpone the dance until after all the crops had 
been garnered. These incidents forcibly illustrate that friendly 
counsel is more potent than harsh methods in the relations be
tween the superintendent and this naturally proud people. Full- · 
blood Indians of the Heart Butte district have been appointed 
members of a committee to visit the homes and fields in their 
district, jointly with the superintendent, to report upon the 
progress of the Indians in farming and home making. By thus 
taking them into his confidence the superintendent will exert 
an increasing influence for good with the tribe. 

The Blackfeet have agreed to stop horse racing on the 
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Sabbath since Superintendent Campbell has assumed charge. 
This is, possibly, not so much for a better religious observance 
of the day as to afford a day of rest for man and beast in prepara
tion for the duties of the week to come. The constructive program 
of the superintendent will go a long way in lifting this people out 
of the slough of despondency into which they seem to have 
drifted by a series of unfortunate circumstances, and in re-es
tablishing them in their former position of self-support, in
dependence, and pride. 

This improvement of the Blackfeet cannot be attained by the 
efforts of the superintendent single handed. The friends of the 
Indians must join in this movement for the rehabilitation of a 
race. Whatever of charity is bestowed through private munifi
cence should be discreetly distributed. To permit indiscriminate 
donations will be to thwart the wise counsel and management of 
the Government through its accredited superintendent in charge 
of the work. Persons of good intentions have donated funds in 
the past to be distributed to such alleged needy persons as were 
indicated by one or more members of the tribe. Indeed it is re
liably stated that large sums will be forthcoming during the 
present winter from these charitably inclined people, the infer
ence being that the proposed distribution will be based upon the 
recommendation of individual tribesmen who, too often, are liable 
to be influenced by personal interests. 

Miss Henrietta J. Lund, representing the American Red 
Cross, made a special study of Blackfeet conditions by a house-to 
house canvass during the trying period of last winter and spring. 
Following a long training with Mary Richmond in New York 
City, Miss Lund spent four years in social service work with 
Frank J. Burns in Minneapolis. She was in charge of family
welfare work in the Northern Division of the American Red Cross 
during the war, in the States of Montana, Minnesota, and North 
and South Dakota. More recently, durnig 1920, Miss Lund was in 
charge of drouth relief work in North Dakota and Montana, when 
$175,000 was expended. It is well established through long ex
perience that indiscriminate bestowal of charity tends to pauper
ism. Hence the American Red Cross and kindred organizations 
have been formed to have charge of charities, and to extend aid 
only after proper investigation by experienced representatives. 

We earnestly appeal to those inclined to give aid to the Black
feet Indians to forward their contributions to the American Red 
Cross, with the assurance that the funds will be properly and 
wisely expended in relief of the Indian need. 



BY ROBERT T. KERLIN 

LAST summer I visited in Philadelphia the National Negro 

Business League and learned much from its sessions of :¥hat 
your race is doing in the world of finance, ~rade, and b~smess 
generally. Your record in material progress is one of which_ any 
group of people might be justly and greatly proud. Such achieve
ments are winning from all thoughtful people respect and com
mendation. I had hoped during the sessions of your State Feder
ation in my home town to learn much about what the women of 
your race are doing not only in Virginia but throughout the land, 
not merely in material ways but in moral and spiritual ways for 
the uplift and advancement of your people. Missing this oppor
tunity, I can only leave for you an expression of good wi~hes and 
a ,vord of encouragement and perhaps present some ideas of 
co-operation in your commendable endeavors. 

In your newspapers I have read much regarding the work 
of your women's clubs. They are a far greater factor in the 
promotion of all the interests of your people than has been 
imagined by the rest of the world. They have been a great train
ing school for you with regard to the duties that our civilization 
and state of society press upon you in this day of new and 
larger things. With new responsibilities to womanhood have 
come new perils, calling for greater vigilance, greater intelli
gence, and surer safeguards. Your clubs, co-operating with your 
churches and your various charitable societies, will find, indeed 
have found, their field of opportunity, their special mission, as I 
think, in making this new freedom and larger opportunity min
ister to your advancement. 

Peculiar problems, not always appreciated by the white 
race, beset colored women in every community. Many of them, 
working out in white families, are obliged to be absent from their 
homes almost the entire day. Their children thus miss the 
motherly oversight so essential to their moral safety as well as 
to their physical welfare. This, I say, has not been sufficiently 
thought upon. The home for any race is the basis of happiness 
and prosperity and civilization for that race. If the home is un
guarded, neglected, the inroads of evil are certain. The same 
laws operate here for white and colored people alike. The same 
standards should prevail. We should all co-operate to make them 

· prevail-to make the home of the colored mother as safe as the 

* This paper was read by Mrs. Kerlin before the Staie Federaton of Colored Women 's 

Clubs in Lexington, Va., June 1921 
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home of the white mother; for the home is the supreme sanctity 
on earth. I say that the home of colored people, father and 
mother both frequently absent at work, is peculiarly exposed to 
peril. Women's clubs may be able to work out ways and provide 
facilites for diminishing these dangers. But above all it seems 
to me tha~ a closer and friendlier relation, a more understanding 
co-operat10n, between the women of the two races is essential. 

The c_olored people of America are a home-loving and a 
home-mak~n~ _people. The evidence is abundant. Their unparal
leled acqmsit10n of homes in their half-century of freedom is 
an evidence that speaks distinctly to all the world. But there are 
other evidences less statistical but not less conspicuous to the 
observant, and quite as convincing. Observe in almost any 
colored community the beauty of the dooryards of the people. I 
noted in Canada how the poorest people there of French descent 
had flower-boxes in their cottage windows. All travelers in 
Europe have commented upon the little plots of flowers cultivated 
in the dooryards of the peasants. All this is true. But neither 
the French Canadians nor any people I know of in Europe beau
tify their homes more lovingly and more tastefully than do many 
of the colored people of our country. This is an indication of 
what home means to them. It is a sacred place, a cherished 
place. I am therefore strongly in sympathy with any effort that 
may be put forth to improve the environment, physical and 
moral, of the colored home. Cleaner streets, better pavements, 
better sewerage and sanitary conditions, better lighting in the 
colored residental sections,-these· things should receive more 
attention, in the interests both of the colored people and of the 
community as a whole. 

There is a close relation between morality and physical 
environment, between clean streets and clean lives. I do not 
think I can be mistaken in believing that your women's clubs are 
to be larger and larger factors in securing the improvements 
which are so greatly needed in your living conditions, and in 
furthering that co-operation of the two races which is so essen
tial to the welfare of both-co-operation in council and in action, 
co-operation in things material and things moral and spiritual
for rightly understood our ends and interests are one and in
separable. 



RETURNS FROM STUDENT 
• PROJECTS 

BY ALLEN B. DOGGETT, JR. 

Instructor in Farm Management, Hampton Institute 

EVERY student who began a cr~p-growi~g project at l.Iampton 
a year ago finished his work with a credit balance. With equal 

opportunity-similar soil, equipment, weather, markets, and ac
cess to capital-the profits ran from $19.33 to $116.35 taken from 
one-half an acre of land. 

The crops gro,vn ranged from an intensive marke-1:-garden 
assortment on the plot showing the highest returns, to Irish pota
toes followed by sweet corn on the acreage showing the poorest 
results. Good choice of crop for the market situation, low cost of 
production, and yields above the average, characterized the 
money-maker. 

The best project, although the actual acreage was the same 
for all, grew the equivalent of 5½ acres of corn when husked 
from the shock and put in the crib, to use a standard measure of 
efficiency. The poorest project grew the equivalent of 23/4. acres 
of corn. A larger business with lower production costs would 
have helped the smaller enterprise to a bigger profit. The returns 
for. each hour spent on the enterprises furnish an accurate 
measure of each student's skill as a laborer, sense as a manager, 
and keenness as a salesman. The returns of _each man per hour ran 
from 32 cents to $1.34 earned by the operator of the best project. 
Good or poor use of man and horse labor, technical knowledge, 
demand for the crops grown and their quality, and ability to 
follow the market, are shown in these returns. 

Aside from the fatter pocket books, what are some definite 
accomplishments of the project work just completed? Each stu
dent planned and carried out to a finish his own job; he kept cost 
accounts of his own work; he found and used the necessary tech
nical information from books, bulletins, and personal inquiry; 
he made the necessary financial arrangements; he marketed what 
he had to sell; he surmounted the many difficulties that come 
only with complete responsibility; he coupled knowledge, judg
ment, and action with varying success ; he worked with an actual 
problem in farm management; and he .had the benefit of imme
diate contact with the project work of his fellows on adjoining 
plots. The round-table discussion at the close of the work brought 
out individual points of importance, emphasizing what otherwise 
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might have been overlooked, or was seemingly unrelated to the 
success of the work. 

The students themselves are strong advocates of the agri
cultural project. Four second-year collegiate students, after com
pleting the crop project, have assumed obligations, properly se
cured and insured up to $200 each, in starting live-stock enter
prises. With the instructor in animal husbandry supervising, the 
work carefully planned ~nd considered by thf.: student, and the en
terprises closely related to the classroom instruction, the greater 
size and risks of these projects should bear proportionate benefits. 

HAMPTON INCIDENTS 

C;HRISTMAS CONCERT 

THE first event of the Holiday 
season occurred on the evening 

of Friday, December 22, when the 
Christmas concert was held in Og
den Hall. Besides the usual familiar 
carols, and the less-well-known ones 
from foreign countries, there were 
this year three interesting additions 
to the program. One was the full 
rendition of Hawley's cantata of 
"The Christ Child" by Whittier chil
dren and Institute students. Many 
of the solo parts were surprisingly 
well sung. Another innovation was 
the singing of three charming carols 
by an octet of Academic teachers. 
The third novelty was the singing, 
on a darkened stage, by the "carol 
singers" carrying a lantern, of some 
of the greatly loved carols always 
sung by a group of young men who 
go singing from house to house be
fore dawn on Christmas morning at 
Hampton-a delightful c u s t o m 
which it is hoped will never be dis
continued. 

The entire concert, including the 
enthusiastic singing of the large 
school chorus, was greatly enjoyed 
by the audience. Miss Patterson, 
who had entire charge of the pro
gram, deserves much credit for its 
success. 

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS 

THE Christmas Holidays included 
the Saturday before Christmas 

and extended through the following 
Tuesday. A number of teachers and 
students went to their homes, but 
the large majority spent most of 
the four days on the campus en
joying the brief vacation in various 
ways. 

On Saturday morning the dinners 
to the poor people of the vicinity 
were carried out by different groups. 
Fourteen families and over fifty peo
ple were thus made happy. On Mon
day another group carried a de
liciously cooked dinner to the old 
people in the poorhouse, and on 
Tuesday still another group cooked 
and served a dinner for the children 
of the Weaver Orphanage, and 
helped in other ways to bring Christ
mas cheer to forty little children. 

As Christmas came on Sunday, the 
voices of the carol singers pealed 
forth the Christmas message on that 
morning, with a cheer none the less 
hearty because of the heavy · rain 
which began to fall before they had 
made their rounds. All day Sunday 
the rain continued but the beautiful 
Christmas services in church and 
chapel were well attended. Ogden 
Hall, where evening prayers are 



90 
THE SOUTHERN WORKMAN 

held every night of the week, was 

attractively decorated with two 

Christmas trees on either side and a 

small one in the center of the plat

form, which were lighted every 

from the vicinity. Dr. Gregg warmly 

welcomed them to the Institute, de

claring that it was appropriate to 

link up the thought of freedom with 

the thought of education. 

evening. 
Monday and Tuesday, days of 

real "Hampton weather," were 

given over to the festivities of the 

season. The Indian students invited 

a few of their friends to their Christ

mas-tree program and distribution 

of gifts in the Museum on Monday 

evening, while in other places call

ing parties were held and the stu

dents enjoyed a pleasant social even

ing. On the last evening of the 

short vacation an entertaining mov

ing picture, "Red Hot Dollars," was 

thoroughly enjoyed by all. 

SENIOR MOTTO 

ON New Year's morning, in ac

cordance with a time-honored 

custom, students, teachers, and 

friends of the Senior Class gathered 

in Ogden Hall to witness the unveil

ing of their motto, to hear the Class 

Son g, and to listen to the address of 

the president. The motto -"Ser

vice the Aim of Our Education"

was made the subject of a strong 

address by William M. Hubbard, of 

Richmond, Va. , president of the 

Class of 1922. Dr. Gregg added his 

words of greeting and further em

phasized the thought of the motto. 

The exercises were characterized by 

the usual impressive dignity and 

simplicity, and, with the prayer ser

vice which followed, helped to start 

the New Year in the right way. 

EMANCIPATION DAY 

EXERCISES 

THE afternoon was given over to 

The speaker of the day, Dr. James 

E. Shepard, president of the Na

tional Training School at Durham, 

N. C., was introduced by Major 

Washington, Commandant, who took 

the opportunity to urge the people to 

prompt action in the purchase of the 

Community House in Hampton, the 

loss of which, through procrastina

tion, would be a calamity to the 

community. 

Dr. Shepard's address was upon 

the "Possibilities and Responsibili

ties of American Citizenship." He 

paid a gracious tribute to Hampton 

Institute, and to many of those who 

were responsible for its develop

ment. After showing the progress 

Negroes had made along many 

Jines, he encouraged his hearers to 

meet the new day with the~e words: 
"I am not here to say that the race 
has had a fair show in the race of 
life; but there is growing up in the 
Southland a large group of :people 
who are seeking to give the race a 
larger share of the blessings of life 
and of the rights of life-things 
to which they are entitled and in~o 
which they will eventually come, if 
they patiently wait and work and 
acquire education and serve God as 
their fathers did. Let us encoura~e 
this feeling of love. Men and women, 
whatever the differences have been, 
whatever the prejudices or the li!11-
itations or the heartaches or the in

justices, teach men to love, and the 
love which you teach will some day 
come back to you. Let us not en
courage any feeling of resentment 
or any feeling of suspicion, for there 
is growing up in the Southland and 
in the Northland, in the East, a1;d 
in the West, a large group of Chns-

the celebration of the fifty-ninth 

anniversary of the signing of the 

Emancipation Proclamation, and 

public exercises in Ogden Hall under 

the auspices of the Elizabeth City 

Emancipation Association attracted 

a large gathering of colored people 

tian white men and women who 
know that the Negro has not had a 
fair deal and who are determined to 
give him a real chance to advance." 

Other features of the interesting 
program were an address by Arthur 

P. Davis, a Hampton student, on 

"The Essentials of Democracy"; and 

songs by two Glee Clubs, one from 
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Hampton that sang "Soldiers of 

Freedom," and the other from Phoe

bus which gave the "Negro National 

Hymn" with words by James Wel

don Johnson and music by Rosa

mond Johnson. 

CHAPEL ADDRESS 

ON Sunday evening, January 8, the 

school had the pleasure of lis

tening to a talk by Dr. H. A. M. 
Briggs, until recently president of 

Straight College, New Orleans. 

"There is a wonderful future," he 
said, "before every right-minded boy 
and girl. Nothing can thwart the 
worthy purpose of young manhood 
and young womanhood. All we need 
for success is the right sort of ideal, 
the right kind of character, always 
in the process of development as 
we mingle together in the schools, 
and that definiteness of aim which 
enables us all to have a rather de
cided idea, a decided conviction, as 
to what we ought to do with the life 
which God has committed to each of 
us. It goes without saying that we 
must each solve our own problems 
in accord with our own ideals and 
purposes and in harmony with the 
aims which we have set for our
selves. Let nothing sidetrack you. 
Let nothing turn you from the thing 
which seems to you to be the thing 
of the largest worth which you be
lieve you are capable of doing. * * 

"I am not unmindful of the hin
drances which frequently clog the 
path of many of our American boys 
and girls, but I am confident that 
those hindrances can be perma
nently removed only by lal'ge num
bers of young people fitting them
selves for the large places and being 
satisfied only with the greater 
things of which you as individuals 
are capable. * * 

"It is marvelous to realize how 
much of our own de11tiny is placed 
within our own hands; how repeat
edly God has said to us in many 
ways that the world is before us, 
fo1· us, for our development, for 
our satisfaction, for our joy, and 
that it is for us to say to God and 
the world how far we shall enter 
into the life which God has made 
possible for us." 

THE GENERAL ASS EMBLY 

AT the General Assembly on Jan

uary 5, Mrs. Edith Armstrong 

Talbot gave an inspiring talk on her 

father's ideals for Hampton and its 

students, quoting from his last talk 

to the school in April 1893 when he 

said, "Do whatever you can do well 

-and do it as well as you can." 

Speaking of the changed conditions 

of the present day and of how she 

thought her father would meet 

them, she spoke of the principle of 

education which he was in the habit 

of following-first drawing out from 

students their interests and incli

nations and then making it possible 

for them to satisfy these so far as 

their capabilities would allow. Mrs. 

Talbot said she was felt sure that, 

following this example at the pres

ent day, General Armstrong would 

approve of the present and proposed 

expansion of courses at Hampton, 

since it is in response to definite de

mands by and for the colored peo

ple in the South. She emphasized 

his desire that Hampton students 

should go back to their communities 

with the ability and the will to study 

their needs sympathetically and to 

help them in a spirit of loving ser

vice to supply these needs. 

Mrs. Talbot's talk was preceded 

by the reading by Dr. Gregg of ex

tracts from General Armstrong's ad

dress at Oahu College, Hawaii, 

where he spoke to many nation

alities on the possibility of working 

together harmoniously and v. here 

he uttered many of the epigrams 

such as, "Mere optimism is stupid; 

sanctified common sense is the force 

that wins," for which he was fam

ous. The program was an excellent 

pl"eparation for the Founder's Day 

exercises which occurred on Jan

uary 29. 

A UNIQUE 
HAMPTON MEETING 

AT one of the Sunday-evening ves

per services at Langley Field, ar

ranged by Chaplain Boyd, the 

Hampton quartet sang a number of 
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plantation songs , and :\Ir. R. 0. 
Purves, the field secretary of the 
school, t old something of its work. 
The unique f eature of the service 
was that the songs and t he speech 
were sent out by radio from the big 
station at Langley Field, so that any
one within a radius of six or eight 
hundred miles might "listen in." Re

ports lat er showed that the service 
was clearly heard as far away as 
Brookfi eld, Mass. , and that the sing
ing was much enjoyed on ships in 
the Roads and on James River, as 
well as in Norfolk and other places . 

A NOVEL 

MUSICAL EVENING 

ON Saturday evening, January 7, 

the school was privileged to en
joy a new kind of musical entertain
ment, its novelty being enhanced by 

the students singing and entering 
into the discussion from their seats. 

It was really a lesson on the ap
preciation of music conducted by 
Mr. Dett, director of vocal music. 
The mental attitude of the average 
concert goer was discussed and the 
r easons why many people fail t o get 
full enjoyment from musical re
citals, a discussion which led to the 
explanation of motifs, from t heir 
natural state in the cries of savages 
and songs of birds, through their 
instinctive use in folk songs, to their 
formal use for artistic purposes in 
melodic development. The illustra
tions by instructors and students 
using voice, piano, and violin wer~ 
most interesting and enjoyable as 
well as instructive. ' 

_ The use of motifs for psycholog
ical effect was illustrated by t he use 
of a poem by Tagore to which Mr . 
~ett had set original music. In clos
mg, Mr. Dett played a composit ion 
from a new suite soon to b b-
lished. . e pu 

A GOVERNMENT TRIBUTE 

A certificate, signed by the Assist

ant Secretary of War and the 

Adj utant General has r ecently been 

received by H ampton Institute "for 

its efficient and loyal service in con

necti on with the World War through 

the establishment and operation of 

a un it of the students' army t rain

ing corps." During the War three 

detachments, including mor e than 

1000 soldiers, wer e trained at the 

school in voca t ions consider ed es

sential in t he winning of the War. 

Hampt on now has a junior unit of 

the Reserve Officers' Training Cor ps 

and there are t hirty soldiers at the 

school receiving rehabilitation train

ing. 

AGRICULTURAL SCHOOL 

STUDENTS working under the di-

r ection of Mr. Kinghorn have as

sisted r ecently in constructing a 

rather unusual piece of m echanism. 

It is a tree-moving wagon. A deep 

hole with sloping sides is dug aroun d 

the t r ee an d the wagon is then taken 

completely to pieces and built up 

again around t he tree. Large pulley 

blocks hoist t he tree out of the 

ground and the wagon is hauled t o 

some point where another hole with 

sloping sides is arranged. The t r ee 

is then r eset and the wagon taken to 

pieces and removed. This makes it 

possible to remove trees of several 

tons' weight and considerable age 

without any other power than can 

be supplied by several students who 

are working in this department. A 

number of trees of considerable size 

have recently been moved in this 
way. 

THE weekly Assembly of the Agri-

. cultural School, on December 

28, had as its speaker Mr. W. W. 
Sanders, one of the rur-al-school 
supervisors of West Virginia , who 

di scussed the situation in regard to 
the colored schools of his State, 

where there are sixteen standard 

high schools for colored pupils. 

Eight of these are accredited four
year schools. Mr. Sanders said that 

many teacher s who applied for 
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positions in these schools had to be 

rejected because of their limited 
preparation, and he pointed out that 

a thorough training was necessary 

for all who wished to teach in his 

State. For the principalships of high 

schools a minimum of twenty semes

ter hours of professional training is 

required. He said that the profes
sional training given by ~ampton's 

collegiate agricultural course would 

meet these requirements. The finan

cial rewards for teachers thoroughly 

trained seem very encouraging, as 
Mr. Sanders reported that a high

school principal just been ap

pointed at $3000. 

AT the Assembly on December 22 

the question of how to study was 

discussed by the Director, who used 
as illustrations examples from the 

different classes that he had recently 
visited. Following the discussion 

students asked questions and ex

changed experiences about their ef
forts to use the study time more 

economically. 

THE new laboratory of the Agri-

cultural School is now in full use. 
First- and second-year college classes 
in chemistry as well as in the second
year class in soils are meeting there 
regularly. When the new college 
course was started it was planned to 
equip a laboratory in as up-to-date 

a manner as possible. Mr. Skofield, 
the chemistry instructor, made a 
special study of this subject last 

summer in New York and Philadel
phia. Arrangements have been 
made to allow as much opportunity 

as possible for individual work on 

the part of the students. 

HAMPTON WORKERS 

THE County Exhibit recently held 

by the Negro Farmers' Agricul

tural Association of Elizabeth City 
County was by far the best it has 
yet shown. Through the generosity 

of a friend prizes were offered for 

the first time. Among those of the 

school staff who attended and took 

some part in t he program were Dr. 

Gregg, Miss Hyde, Mr. Gammack, 

Mr. Banks, and Miss Lizzie Jenkins. 

Those largely responsible for its 

success were Mr. and Mrs. George 
Davis; Mrs. Gray, county super

visor, and the teachers of Bates 
School in which the exhibit was 
held. 

A former Hampton teacher, Miss 

Marie Fuller, who is now instruc

tor of home economics at the Uni

versity of Nebraska, Lincoln, is di
recting an interesting project at the 
practice house of her department. A 
five-months' old baby, named Kath
ryn Marie, has been adopted as part 

of the household, and the college 
girls are afforded an opportunity to 
to learn at first hand, under Miss 
Fuller's guidance, the fundamentals 
of intelligent care of a baby. 

ONE of the first events of the new 

year was the presentation of a 

baton, from some of her fellow
workers, to Miss W. B. Patterson, 
assistant teacher of vocal music. The 
presentation was made in the form 
of an acrostic poem read in the 

· teachers' dining-room at supper on 

January 2. 

T HE excellent presentation of 

· "Simon, the Cyrenian," by the 
Howard University Players in Wash
ington on December 12 was at
tended by Miss J. E. Davis. Mr. Dett 
was also present and played his 

"Juba Dance." 

A recent Teachers' Institute a: ~he 

Greenville C o u n t y Trammg 
School at Emporia was attended re
cently by Miss Walter, Miss Lyford, 
and Mr. Buck; Dr. Gregg visited the 
York County Training School during 

December and gave an address. 

A BIRTHDAY PARTY 

IT does not often happen that an 

institution has the opportunity to 
celebrate the eighty-fifth birthday 
of a member of its staff just enter
ing upon his fifty-fifth year of 
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active service. Such was the privi
lt>ge of Hampton Institute when, on 
December 14, it celebrated, through 
the Armstrong League of Hampton 
Workers, the eighty-fifth birthday 
of Mr. Albert Howe, its Superin
tendent of Roads and Grounds, as
sociated with General Armstrong 
from the time when ground was 
broken for the first school build
ings. 

The party was held in the Museum 
and was attended by a very large 
representation of Mr. Howe's 
friends, old and young. It was a 
very h~ppy occasion and gave op
P?rtumty for interesting remi
mscences of her childhood days by 
1'.1rs. Edith Armstrong Talbot; of his 
lifelong association with Mr. Howe 
by Mr. George Davis, Class of '74, 
now a rural community worker after 
more than forty years' service on 
t~e school staff; and of the estima
tion in which Mr. Howe has always 
been held by his father and the 
townspeople generally, by Mr. Frank 
W. Darling. 

A chorus of graduates added 
gre_atly to the pleasure of the oc-
casion by singing "I'm J h ,, "C a ona 
man, astle on the River Nile " 
"Ad d"d ' ' am I n t have no mammy" 
and other songs of a similar cha~-
acter. The huge birthda k 

h . Y ca e was 
w eeled in on a tea . carnage by 
three tiny children and presented to 
Mr. Howe after he had been d 
o t d · ec-
ra e .. with several lais, after the 

Hawanan fashion. 
The singing of "Auld 'L S ang yne" 

:was followed by an hour of social 
mtercourse and congratulation Th 
party was directed · h · e • , m er usual 
gsrac1_ollus and happy manner, by Mrs 

cov1 e, who M · bl ' as rs. Purves is un-
:f et:; s{rve this year as president 

t . _eague, has consented to 
con mue m office. 

Y. W. C. A. NOTES 

QN December 10 the Christmas 
t _stor~ was told, with the aid of 

s eieoptican P i c tu . 1 es, to the 

:· W. C. A. girls by Miss Sherman 
111 Ogden Hall, as an introduction to 
the Christmas season. On the follow
ing Sunday the Y. W. C. A. and the 
Y. M. C. A. gave a series of effective 
Chri~tmas tableaux, accompanied by 
readmgs and music, to a large au
dience including many from the sur
rounding neighborhood. 

AT the close of the chapel service 
on Saturday, January 7 the 

prize ~up for an _original song, ~hich 
the girls won, m a tie with Shaw 
University, at the 1921 Summer 
~onference, was exhibited to the 
school by the esident of the 
Y. W. C. A., H . Peyton Brown. The 
delegates then !;ang a three-part ar
rangement of the song, the words of 
which are quoted below :-

LIGHT, LOVE, AND LIFE 

Tune-"All through the Night" 

Here we come, 0 Conference Spirit 
. See½ing for light! ' 

Gmde us with thy torch of radiance 
Out of our night. ' 

Here we seek the Master's blessing 
All our waywardness confessing ' 
Onward we would still be pressi~g 

Into the light! ' 

Teach us as we meet together 
. Love true and pure, ' 

Given free to friend and foeman 
. Loyal and sure! ' 

Like the_ Christlike souls before us, 
Let us live our lives all-glorious. 
Over hate and self victorious 

Love shall endure! ' 

Ere we leave this mount of vision 
Train us for life! ' 

May we toil with zeal unchanging, 
. Though great the strife. 

Give our race that life o'erflowing 
That the world ,mar all be knowi~g, 
We are ~11 God s gifts bestowing, 

Light, love, and life. 

WHITT IE R SCHOOL 

T HE children at the Whittier 
School were remembered gen

ero_usly at Christmas by a number 
of mterested friends. The first four 
grades, through the kindness of the 
BoSt on Hampton Committee and 
Mi~s Hinsdale, had a happy time at 
their exercises (which included 
carols, recitations, and a real Santa 
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Claus) about a beautifully decorated 
Christmas tree with gifts of candy 
and popcorn. Other presents which 
were much appreciated were money 
for library books from the ladies of 
Bloomfield, N . J ., through Miss 
Louise Dodd; and from Mrs. 
George Curtis, an old friend of the 
school, money for lantern slides. An
other gift, which demonstrates the 
keen interest of the Parents' As
sociation in the Whittier, was 41 
quarts of tomatoes for the school 
lunch, and a check for $52.72 to 
buy a sewing machine for the use 
of the girls in the sewing-room. 

VISITORS 
S OME of the recent visitors to 

Hampton not mentioned else
where were Miss Carolyn Hazard, 
formerly president of Wellesley 
College; Dr. W. S. Scarborough, ex
president of Wilberforce University, 
who is now working under the 
United States Department of Agri
culture on a scientific study of the 
problem of land utilization; Dr. W. 
C. John of the Bureau of Educa
tion, Washington, D. C., who spoke 
at the General Assembly; and Miss 
Rachel E. Gregg, State Superin
tendent of Teacher Training, Rich
mond, Va. 

M EMBERS of the General Edu
cation Board who spent a few 

days at Hampton in December were 
Dr. E . C. Sage, with Mrs. Sage; Mr. 

Trevor Arnett, with Mrs. Arnett; 
Mr. H.J. Thorkelson; and Mr. Jack
son Davis, field agent of the Board. 

A MONG the members of the ex-
ecutive committee of the Na

tional Association of Teachers in 
Colored Schools, which met at the 
Institute the latter pai;t of Decem
ber to plan for the next meeting of 
the Association to be held at Hamp
ton next summer, were Dr. H. L. 
McCrorey, president of Biddle Uni
versity and president of the Asso
ciation; Mr. J. W. Scott, supervisor 
of colored schools, Huntington, W. 
Va.; Mr. E. A. Chisholm, director of 
agriculture, Biddle University; and 
Mr. W. W. Sanders, supervisor of 
colored schools, Charleston, W. Va. 
These men met with Dr. Gregg who 
is also a member of the executive 
committee, Mr. D. G. Jacox, prin
cipal of the Booker T. Washington 
School, Norfolk; and Mr. W. C. 
Vtl alker of Gloucester County. Miss 
Hyde, Dr. Phenix, Major Washing
ton, Mr. Blodgett, and Mr. Scoville 
of the Hampton staff were also in 
conference with this committee. 

FORMER Hampton workers who 
spent a part of the Holidays at 

Hampton were Mr. and Mrs. Wil
liam L. Brown of Washington, D.C., 
with their niece, Miss Seiss of Vas
sar College; Mr. and Mrs. Dennis 
Whittle, who are now located at 
Alexandria, Va.; and Sydney D. 
Frisscll of Burkeville, Va. 

GRADUATES AND EX-STUDENTS 

A MONG the Holiday visitors at 
H ampton were Edgar W. Milby, 

Robert E. Fitzgerald, and Maceo 
Santa Cruz, of the Class of 1920. 
The last is attending Howard Uni
versity this year. Another visitor 
was Eljiah J. E. Lassiter, an ex
student of 1915, who is in the real
estate business in Chicago. 

A member of the Class of 1921, 
Susannah Boler, is teaching 

weaving, basketry, and cooking, as 
well as literary work, in one of the 
public schools of Thornton, Ark. 
Mrs. Elsie Catlett Johnson, 1896, is 
principal of the school. A class
mate, Annie L. Ball, is teaching at 
her home in Aiken, S. C., while an-
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other member of the same class, 
Grace I. Buchanan, is teaching in 
Sampson County Training School, 
Clinton, N. C. In the same school 
are :Mack D. Coley, 1890, principal; 
Zachariah H. Hyman, 1910, teacher 
of Smith-Hughes agriculture; and 
H. Frances Simons, 1918, who for
merly taught at the Anson County 
Training School, Wadesboro, N. C. 

QTHER graduates of 1921 who are 
teaching are Velma V. Davis, 

teacher of the sixth grade in a large 
public school at her home in Baton 
Rouge, La., where there are 28 
teachers and an enrollment of 1500; 
and Magdalen J. Brown, a substi
tute teacher in the city schools of 
Augusta, Ga. Two young men of 
this class, William M. Ball and 
James Lorenzo Green, are employed 
at Aiken, S. C., the former at his 
trade of bricklaying and the latter 
at steamfitting and plumbing. 

AN interesting letter has been re-
ceived from Mrs. Earl M. Pink

et (Rosa V. Tyler, 1920). She is 
now living in Salisbury, Md., where 
her husband, a graduate of the 
Class of 1919, and Howard W. 
H~rd~, 1920, are building up a good 
ta1lormg business. A former vo
cational student, Smith Wall, is as
sisting them. 

ANOTHER member of the Class 
. of 1920, lnl)z H. Duffin, who is 

still teaching domestic science at 
B~wie, Md., writes that she has 
raised funds to purchase more do
mestic-science equipment and has 
three new sewing machines. 

AFTER teaching at the Whittier 
School a year Mary E L , . ee 

19~9, accepted a position in th~ 
Union Street School H t h , amp on, 
w. ere she is continuing her work 
this year. The Community House 
at Hal!lpton has been until recently 
under the charge of Julia A. C. 
Wrenn, 1916 Miss Wre . d · · nn 1s now omg coml!lunity work at New Al
bany, Ind. 

FOR two years, Mary L. Mapp, 
1917, taught at her home in 

Northampton County, Va. She is 
now taking a course in trade dress
making, costume designing, and 
draping at Pratt Institute, Brook
lyn, N. Y. 

AN ex-student of the Class of 
1917, Charles M. Tucker, re

signed his position as stenographer 
at the Norfolk Navy Yard the last 
of December to enter the Univer
sity of Minnesota at St. Paul. Mr. 
Tucker has held with conspicuous 
success many Government posi
tions since leaving Hampton. 

SINCE he left Hampton Percival 
W. Murray, 1903, has made 

good use of his agricultural train
ing. His first position was in the 
Government laboratory at Kings
ton, Jamaica, and later he was 
principal of a farm school. He has 
recently been appointed agricul
tural superintendent of the Island 
of Jamaica and in this capacity 
visits all parts of the Island. He 
writes that, owing to the importance 
of the sugar crop, the Government 
wishes to encourage the cultivation 
of the farm lands. 

A special agricultural student of 
1920, George W. Hampton, was 

principal of the County Training 
School in Millington, Tenn., last 
year. This year he has been ap
pointed principal of the Mechanical 
and Agricultural College at Hop
kinsville, Ky. Before coming to 
Hampton he had been one year at 
Wilberforce University and three 
years at Fisk University. 

MARRIAGE 

THE marriage of John L. White, 
Post-Graduate 1910, to Miss Ra

chel E. Battle occurred at Nash
ville, Tenn., on December 28. After 
being director of agriculture at the 
State Normal School at Nashville, 
Tenn., for a number of years, Mr. 
White accepted a similar position at 
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the Kentucky Normal and Industrial 
Institute, Frankfort, Ky., where he 
is still employed. 

INDIAN NOTES 

ONE of the former Oneida stu
dents, Lavinia Cornelius, who 

has been in the Government service 
for a number of years, is now doing 
private nursing in Arkansas City, 
Kansas. 

A graduate of the Class of 1898 
Henry Fielder, is teaching at 

the Government Boarding School, 
Cheyenne River, South Dakota. 

THE news has recently come of 
the death of a former student, 

Carl Parker, who was at Hampton 
from 1910 to 1912. Ever since 
leaving school he has worked at the 
machinist's trade. He married a 
young woman of his own tribe, 
Clara Schingler, who was also a 
Hampton student, and their home 
has always been a delightful one. 
Mr. Parker died of pneumonia dur
ing November. 

BOOK REVIEWS 
By-Paths to Forgotten Folks: By 

Coe Hayne. Published by The Jud
son Press, Philadelphia, Pa. Price 
$1.25. 

THE Department of Missionary 
Education of the Northern Bap

tist Convention publishes in this lit
tle volume a series of stories of real 
life in the home-mission fields. First 
we are given a brief history of 
some of the Government's dealings 
with certain small tribes of the Cali
fornia Indians, a sickening record 
of injustice, mismanagement, and 
misunderstanding. Then the trail 
leads over a more hopeful path
the path of the missionary-and the 
wonder is that a people so long har
ried should ever have · trusted any 
white man, but the book gives a 
record of remarkable response to 
Christian work. 

The by-paths lead us among the 
Hopi and the Navaho of the South
west· to the lumbermen of Oregon; 
to the Indians of Alaska; to the 
Mexicans· and to the cities where ' . . work for the new Amencans 1s so 
greatly needed. It is a record of 
fine and self-sacrificing work all 
·over our country, by men and 
women consecrated to the Master's 
service. -c.w.A 

The Negro in Literature and Art: 
revised and enlarged edition by Ben
jamin Brawley. Published by Duf
field & Company, New York City. 
Price $1.35. 

A PREVIOUS edition of this book 
was reviewed in the Southern 

Workman for July 1918. The pres
ent edition differs from that only 
in the addition of two chapters: 
"General P r o gr e s s 1918-1921 ;" 
and "Charles S. Gilpin," and in the 
substitution of an interesting por
trait of Gilpin as "The Emperor 
Jones" for the frontispiece instead 
of the engraving of Phyllis Wheat
ley previously used. One could 
wish that the excellent Bibliography 
in the Appendix had been brought 
up to date. 

This is remedied to some extent 
in the chapter on "General Pro
gress," in which Mr. Bra':ley gives 
also some of the later achievements 
of the leading Negro musicians and 
other artists. It is a pity that the 
list was not made more nearly com
plete. The chapter on Gil_pin is 
appreciative, but there agam the 
opportunity might have been taken 
to give some account of the recent 
ather rapid strides taken by 
~ e gr O es in the dramatic field, 
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including the very successful bu_sin_ess 
ventures of the race in estabhshmg 
excellent theatres of their own. Like 
its predecessor the present volu_me 
will be very useful in impressmg 
Negro pupils with the importance ?f 
their own literature and art. It will 
also serve to show others that the 
accomplishments of Negro artists 
and authors are by no means to be 
despised. 

It is to be hoped, however, that 
some time Mr. Brawley. may be 
moved to write an entirely new and 
complete account of the achieve
ments of his race in the fine arts. 
In the meantime a comprehensive 
volume liy this author entitled, "The 
Social History of the American 
Negro" has been issued from the 
Macmillan press and will be re
viewed later in these columns. 

-J.E.D. 

The Gospel and the Plow. By Sam 
Higginbottom. Published by the 
Macmillan Company. New York 
City. Price $1.25. 

TRAINED in philosophy, inspired 
to his work as an evangelist, and 

pursuing his end relentlessly in con
structive agriculture as a way out 
for the caste-ridden, underfed mul
titudes of India, Sam Higginbottom, 
the missionary farmer and agricul
tural administrator, lets us into the 
heart of the problems of an ancient 
civilization in his striking book, 
"The Gospel and the Plow." 

Beginning his work at a time when 
orthodoxy in the mission field lim
ited itself to conversion alone, Mr. 
Higginbottom applied his unbound 
spirit and personality to a study of 
the job to be done. He saw that ag
riculture was the main occupation 
of India and was likely to remain so; 
that the earnings of the entire pop
ulation averaged less than four 
cents a day in a vast region where a 
cent bought no more of the neces
sities of life than in America; that 

95 per cent of the population were 
illiterate; that caste shuts men up 
in tight compartments; that the 
thousands of cattle, which were an 
economic loss, were pressing man 
hard for the fruits of the earth; and 
that one-twentieth of the people, the 
religious mendicants, were parasitic. 

"It is poverty," he writes, "that is 
the companion of ignorance, super
stition, oppression, physical weak
ness, lack of sanitation, and ill 
health." A self-supporting, self
governing, self-propagating church 
seemed the minimum to look for
ward to, and he refused to ignore 
income and earning capacity in solv
ing the ecclesiastical problem. Soul
saving and economics were dis
tinctly related in his thinking and 
action. 

Determined, then, to build his 
work of betterment about India's 
tremendous agricultural resources, 
along lines of least resistance in a 
caste-bound society, and out of a 
familiar occupation, Mr. Higginbot
tom began his struggle for a higher 
standard of living and for more di
versified industry through improved 
agriculture with its machinery and 
specializations. A man he was evi
dently who believed in the earth, too. 

He went back to America, ob
tained a degree in agriculture, and 
raised the money with which, on his 
return, he started his School of Ag
riculture at Allahabad, and the work 
which is penetrating into every cor
ner of India was begun . Between 
the lines · of his book runs the story 
of the struggle for any hearing at 
all, for funds, for recognition. Mr. 
Higginbottom met the hardships of 
the pioneer with the qualities of a 
pioneer. Both British and Indian 
men of affairs began slowly to see 
that his was no new way of spend
ing money, and his services in lay
ing out agricultural policies for sev
eral of the Indian States and for 
the British competed for his time at 
Allahabad. 
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Higginbottom's gospel brings him 
near to the world as it is, where 

. there is less time for contempla
-tion, and more opportunity for that 
substantial help which can be un
derstood. He knows that Christ fed 
the multitide before he did much 
preaching. He feels that opportun
ity opened by Christianity must be 
filled with tangible meaning and con
tent. That there is gospel in the 
plow he has demonstrated. "The 
Gospel and the Plow" is a strong 
voice for sensible help out of the 
midst of a vast and deep-rooted 
problem. "If America can give In
dia," its author says, "a few mis
sionary schools like Hampton and 
Tuskegee, co-educational, properly 
staffed with enough adequately 
trained Americans, she will do India 
an inestimable service."-A. B. D., JR. 

Mechanical D rawing: F irs t Year. 
By Ermeling, Fischer, and Greene 
of Chicago. Published by the Bruce 
Publishing Company, Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin. Price 45 cents. 
L OGICALLY a printed text in the 

hands of the pupil is as essen
tial to the proper presentation of 
the subject of Mechanical Drawing 
as like texts are necessary to the 
rigli.t teaching of other branches of 
mathematics and mechanical arts. 

The booklet by Messrs. Ermeling, 
Fischer, and Greene of the Chicago 
schools consists of two groups of 
problems for first-year work. They 
are selected carefully, arranged pro
gressively, and presented simply 
and clearly in language largely con
versational in style, thus bringing 

the theoretic and practical value of 
each problem before the student in 
such a manner as to permit self-in
struction, yet not eliminating the 
teacher altogether. The method of 
suggesting some problems and re
quiring the pupil to complete them 
tends to develop original thought in 
his mind. In brief, the work is a 
most excellent presentation of the 
elementary study of the subject of 
Mechanical Drawing. -G. R. O'N. 

Games and Play for School Mo
rale: arranged by Mel Sheppard and 
Anna Vaughan. Published by the 
Community Service (Incorporated) 
1 Madison Ave., New York City. 
Price 25 cents. 

T HIS handy little book should be 
a boon to grade teachers who 

are looking for a variety of indoor 
recreations which will interest chil
dren and furnish needed relaxation 
and exercise in the play period. 
These games and suggested play are 
carefully graded, have an educa
tional value, and are well adapted 
to the schoolroom. Many of them 
can also be used on the playground, 
or in a hall or gymnasium, and one 
distinct advantage is that only in a 
very small percentage of the games 
is any apparatus required. The 
games are adequately described and 
there is a generous assortment for 
each grade. There are also thirty 
games for groups of adults, and the 
community worker as well as the 
teacher will find much help and 
many suggestions for the recreation 
hour. -B. L. D. 

WHAT OTHERS SAY 
MAGAZINE NOTES 

A striking illustrated article en
titled "The Southern Farmer Tries Co-operative Marketing" by Sydney D. Frissell, secretary of the 

Virginia Tobacco Growers' Association, appeared in the January number of the Review of Reviews. The article received flattering notice in the Richmond News Leader. 
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100 THE SOL'THERN WORKMAN 

THE October number of The Jour
nal of Negro History contains a:1 

exhausti.ve study of the Negro Mi
gration of 1916-18. 

AN editorial in The 0Htlook speaks 
of a report on ;\l1;1ska by A. ~

Sherman who has visited the Terri
tory as' a representative . of the 
United States Forest Service. The 
Outlook finds the report "a document 
unusually spirited and readabl_e," 
and, in regard to the Alaskan Indian 
quotes as follows:-

"Upon first glan~e at ~n Alas½an 
Indian you are unmediatel_y im
pressed with th~ f_act that thi~ ma:1 
is in fact an Asiatic, and _that m h_1s 
veins probably run_s a mixed stram 
contributed to durmg past ages _b;y 
the blood of Chinese, Japanes~, Fil!
pinos, Koreans, and Malay~. This 
shows in his physiognomy, m some 
of his drawings and tribal customs, 
in his facility at carving ivory, and 
in his habits and industry. Com
pared with the white, the Al~s.kan 
"Indian" is · not an ambitious 
worker but compared with the In
dians of the States he is a veritable 
whirlwind. As a matter of fact, 
about all the coast Indian of Alaska 
seems to need in order to civilize 
him is a job and an opportunity to 
go to school." 
TRADE BOOKS 

THE Manual Arts Press of Peoria, 
Illinois, has published recently 

three books of interest to trade 
school and technical-high school stu
dents. They are "Farm Blacksmith
ing," by John F. Friese,. of the _St. 
Cloud (Minn.) Techmcal High 
School a very pr.actical volume giv
ing the author's experience with 
farm boys; "Elementary Forge 
Practice" by Robert H. Harcourt of 
Leland Stanford Junior University; 
and "Elementary Machine Shop 
Practice" by T. J. Palmateer of the 
same institution. 

CHEROKEE CORN GROWERS 
WHEN Ferdinand DeSoto took 

enough corn from the Cherokee 
Nation in 1540 to feed his horses, 
the Cherokees were obliged to dou
ble their yield. When he left them 
they found ways of utilizing their 
corn or maize in so many ways as 
food that they decided to grow more 
each year. Now the Cherokees have 
greater yields of corn than any 
other tribe participating in com
munity farming. For the past two 
years they have won first prize at 
the State free fair at Muskogee. 

-Daily Oklahoman 

A NEGRO PHILOSOPHER 

THE dean of the Liberal Arts Col
lege of Wilberforce University, 

Dr. Gilbert H. Jones, is the author 
of a new book now used at Harvard. 
and sought by other leading Amer
ican universities. Dr. Jones holds a 
doctor's degree from the University 
of Jena, Germany. and his book, a 
thesis written at his graduation, is 
considered a masterpiece of psycho
logical research. It is a treatise on 
the work of Lotze and Bowne, two 
great philosophers, and is now the 
recognized authority on those two 
masters. 

-Associated l\T egro Press 

AN INDIAN UNION 

THE first organized union com
posed exclusively of full-blo?ded 

Indians has been formed at River
side, Cal. The union is composed of 
Laguna and Acoma Indian_s, a1;d 
was instituted under a special dis
pensation from . the Internatio_nal 
Firemen and Oilers of America. 
There are 25 charter members, all 
Indians employed in the Santa Fe 
shops. . 

The American Federation of La
bor with which the union is af
filiated, has given the o~·ganization 
of this lodge much attention, and ~ll 
affiliated loc.lls have been in
structed to hElp in making a suc
cess of the first union of full
blooded aborigines in the history of 
the American Federation of. Lat,ur. 

-Riverside Press 

A NEGRO HONORED 

THE director of Records and Re
search at Tuskegee Institute, 

Monroe N. Work, has beei:i _f,,. 
pointed a consultant in statistic1;1l 
studies of the National T_ berculosis 
Association. Mr. Work 1s the only 
Negro among eleven members of the 
Consulting Board. 

PROGRESSIVE 
ALASKAN INDIANS 

-The C. 

MANY young men of the Hyd~.
tribe of southeastern AlasJrn 

are enrolled in the school fi~heries 
of the University of Washington. 
The students belong to one of ~he 
most enterprising of the native 
tribes of Alaska, and they haye left 
the Territory for the firSt . time m 
their lives in order to gam f{at 
tical knowledge of modern me O s 
in the fishing industry. -School Life 

TRAVELING LIBRARIES 

Travelins Libraries, consiatins of eighteen books each, 
in a neat box in which they may be kept, will be loaned for 
a school term (October 1 to June 1) to any teacher or au
perintendent in Virginia, Maryland, or North Carolina, on 
receipt of a nominal fee of one dollar in advance. A 
choice of five aeta of books may be had on application. 

SAMPLE LIST OF BOOKS 

Animal Life in the Sea and on the Land-Cooper 
Aunt Martha's Corner Cupboard-Kirby 
Birds Every Child Should Know-Blanchan 
Book of Games-Bancroft 
Busy Work-Arnold 
Home Furniture Making-Raeth 
Home Life in All Lands-Morris 
Jean Mitchell's School-Wray 
Lessons For the Junior Citizen-Hill 
Nature Study and Life-Hodge 
Primer of Hygiene-Ritchie 
Principles of Agriculture-Bailey 
Science Reader (Book 1)-Murche 
Stories of Great Americans for Little Americans 

Hampton Leaflets, Volume I 
Hampton Leaflets, Volume II 
Hampton Leaflets, Volume III 
Hampton Leaflets, Volume IV 

-Eggleston 

A limited number of libraries suitable for schoola are now 
for aale. Price $5.00. 

APPLY TO PUBLICATION OFFICE 

Tlae Hampton Normal and Aaricultural lnatitute 

HAMPTON, VIRGINIA 

AD tr-aportation charge• paid by- the peraon orderina the library-



SOME PUBLICATIONS OF 

The Hampton Normal and Agricultural Institute 

Annual Catalogue (Illustrated) 

An Apostle of Good Will-Robert R. Moton 

Armstrong's Contribution to World Peace, Talcott Williama 

Building a Rural Civilization, Jackson Davis-10 cents 

Contemporary Poetry of the Negro, Kerlin-lo cents 

Educational Ideals, Samuel Chapman Armstrong-10 cents 

The Failure of Cunningham-5 cents 

Flag Code 

Founder's Day Programs 

General Armstrong's Life and Work, Franklin Carter-lo oeata 

Hampton Men and Women-10 cents 

Humanity of Armstrong, James H. Dillard-lo cents 

Hampton's Work for the Indians, Caroline W. And.rua-5 cent. 

Lynching, a National Menace, J.E. Gregg 

Negro Farmers of Virginia, W. A. Aery 

Set of Twenty Hampton Pictures-25 cents 

Sketch of Hollis Burke Frissell, G. F. Peabody 

The Servant Question, Virginia Church 

Trade Courses, W. A. Aery--5 cents each 

APPLY TO PUBLICATION OFFICE 

HAMPTON INSTITUTE 

HAMPTON. VA. 
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