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3taate-~"eitung Und Herold,
October 8, 1938,

Letter from the National Capital

3y Diplomaticus

Washinzton, -- %e are glad to hear that immediately
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fter the statement of the "committee investigator" John
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C. HeBcalfe,pefore the investigating committee
of which is Representative #artin Dies, and =hich accordingly
is called the "Dies Committee®, Decame known, the Counselor of
the iQ;uan Embsssy, Dr. Hans Thomsen charscterized this state-
lependence
the German diplomatic and consuler representatives in the
States on the "Ameriksdeutscher Bund®) as false. And
it ie even more pleasing thet the Ambussador, Dr. Hans Velnrich
'f, appeared in person at the Department of State ShOT $e
1y thereafter to discuss the matter and denied sny connection
between the CGovermment of the fHeich and the "Bund® very de-
cisively, snd strengthened this statement by delivering an
"aide memoire®, This shows clearly that the official

vgrmen representatives as such wish to have nothing to do

with the child's play of the Bund znd its "little Flhrers®.

This deniagl was well deserved, adviesable and necessary.
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de earlier and repeatedly in z milder form.
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rnlanation #hich the Ambassador gave is »nlain
offielal form, that of action hefore the Department cf 3tste,
ates that the Awbassador does not take the matter 1lishély.
be hoped that the Amb:ssador will t=ke one more step.
to all officiale subordinate to
1is duty in
any way, will not
nefere, and indeed will no vy el Poc
ons without suthority or slleged ®party leaders
“$o sgueal about®.
wefore all to prohinit anv sssumoticn of influence
the Jerman Reioch and¥persgons under its soversignty®
ibordinstes jon Germen-American organizatione =nd in

be sure of the full bucking of the Jerlin Govern.

circles in Yashington and Yew York,
nderetanding of the d1fficult situstion ich

s

Consul General are in. It 1s known
work sith great rectitude, are well soquainted pers
the country amd the people, end are striving tire-

sbout better relations. But it is z2180 known




that "the party® ie gotting more and more influence over foreign

nolicy and that many strings run from @ Zohle Office toc the
fnew men® in the Forelen Office who came in with von Ribbhentroo
in so far 28 action is no plr @ ndecendently®.

nelither the Amboesads nor the Coneaul General

a subordinate

can be no doubt that the responsible 0ld Career. ofe
their duty conscientiously. de cannot

Il

shence Netcalfe derived his information, There
211 nztions, we regret to say, 80-0sil
erecstures whoe wish to elirninate unpleasant comnetition

fasquealing” and "informing®. The years prior to

excsellent
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excellent example of that. Hany who "scented a coming change"
kept *squealing" constantly to persons higher uo at that time,
in order to curry favor. Before the upset, "personal files"
were kept by the party on those officials and emplovees of whom
it was known or suspected that their views were opposed to
those of the party. Officials who belonged to the party ay a
time when it did not appear to them advisable to acknowledge
their connection with 1% openly, did not make any secret of it
after the upset that the party had obtained information of sll
alleged slighte and injustices - snd alsoc of szcts and remarks
of their colleagues that might have been harmful to the party.
And 4t 12 probadbly to be attributed to that, that these of-
ficials who h:zd belonged to the party for = long time could
give the names of their colleagues who "would shortly leave
the service as politically undependable®. The prophecies made
at that tive aznd in thst way were fulfilled one hundred per centg.
It should be understood, of course, that we are thinking in this
connection only of those officials who were first transferred
to the retired list "temporarily® and then "permanently”,"in
consecquence of the fundiamental chenge in political conditions®.
A number of these messures were sccelerated, and in many

cages probably influenced fundamentally by "home reports" also,

A
which were sent by "irresponsible elements" belongins to the

party
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party to the "Foreign Countries Bureau of the N.3.D,AP.",

then at Hemburg, =nd to other party offices. ¥urt L8decke, at
that time Washington correspondent of the "V8lkischer Beobachtex",
frequently bocsted thet he had "recommended to the party® the
dismissal or replascement of officials. When he, after getting
too wmuch on the nerves of his former friends, wse able to think
back over the advisability of =211 his"measuree® in a concen-
tration camp, his wife attempted to secure his liberation by
referring to such *messures” in a very humosle letter to the

fhrer .

¥any of the steps mentioned shove were slso taken at

time when the officials still felt themselve
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Article 130 of the Reich Constitution, which r
#0fficicls are servants of the whole nation, not
of & party. All officizls are gusranteed freedom of
political opinion znd freedom of azsoclation®,
But after the party was firmly seated in the saddle,
after ruthlaess pushing through of the laws applying to career
officiale, which have been broken so often and so fundamentally
since them, to zn extent hardly ever equalled in the history
of the foreign service of all nations, the criticism of ofa

ficials in foreign countries by people "who felt themselves

gpecially



specially competent to 4o so" did not cease., MKatters went so far

thet high officials of the foreign service {(and those in the

capital of the United States are no exception in this regard) had
to use those languages for personal conversations which they knew
were not understood by their subordinates. Speeches and re-
morks were critically "reported to the party"; no one trusted
another; each one sought to outdo the other in orotestations

of loyalty.

These "home renorts" ceased or st lease decr=ssed ~hen the
party (exactly =8 on the German ships) established its own "cone
fidential cells" within the rahks of the officials or smployees.
The zbove designation is not the exact wording, but is close

anough 0 the meaninge.
pe ) st

Despitc all these allegations and "home reports®, one thing
is certain: the "Bund® (st lesst the orgesnization that besrs
that name) does not have the slightest influence on trs=nefers
and the like, as far as the officers of the Foreign Service are
concerned. But some of these *little Flhrers" cannot leave
things alone. They must "have something to jaw about®; they
pride themselves on their slleged influence; they babble that

they "have given 4t to this or that Consul®; they bluster and

finally




finally believe themsslvee in their alleged successes. It {s
actually the convietion of these political children that Anbase
sador “ans Luther was recalled in conseguence of thelr®in.
fluence"! Among the many thousands who listen devoutly to the
“great sayinge’ =t Yaphank snd other "camps® there are many who
"hear,believe and repeat®. If Ambassador "ieckhoff does unof.
fieially discuse with zentlemen of the Desartrent of State a2t some
time the question of whether any influences of the "Bund® had any
influence on the vecall of Luther, he will not be able to ree
press the "smile of the augur®. ¥For sll know (just =a the repular
of this column do): Luther wae recaslled becsuee he failed

as AnbacsadoP.

Ambassador Uleckhofl hios socom~liehed sonmething in taking the
action before the Department of Stste that hse already been de
goeribeds But, as slready indicated, the long overdue “cutting
of every tie with the set of Hozi orgenizetione®, both By members

of the Vashlngton Embasgy asnd those of the New York Consuliaste

General, “cee not appear %o have gone faor enough. The bhehavior

of both offices with reepect to the guestion of particeipation
the New York celebration of ¥Uerman Day" canrot be undere
#tood otherwise. An no one need be surprised 47 the "big mouthe®

and the *little “@Bhrers" avein bewin to point out their "influence

on




on the filling of nositione in German miasione in foreigm
countries” - and 1f many circles again give eredence to such
serertiona! Im Washington, the case of "Cerman Day", together
with subsidiary ohenomens, hoe naturally been commented on a

The adontion mf gn officizl attitude by Ysssachusetts
Avenue might hove contributed considerably toward clearing she

X

ared the Wilhelmatrasse (and

contribute ite share toward a
istions betwesn here and over there and o showing
be grest men and ministure Flhrers, if 1t glves
support to 1te scoredited reprezentative in wasshington
worpetically makes it plain once and for all to certain sube
ordinate officials that "service to the party® is no license to
the hoapitality of a friendly nation znd meddle in the
fmerican cltizeng of Germen speech, with the time-tried
nragerivtion of sentiwental ties.
ind what suilts the American Division of ths Foreign Office

1

ourht to satisfy the Bohls orgenization!




