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Letter from the National Capital 

3y Dlpiotaaticus 

Washington. « We axe glad to hear that immediately 

after the statement of the Hcommittee Investigator" John 

C. Metcalfe,before the investigating committee the chairman 

of which is Representative Martin Dies, and which accordingly 

It called the !,0iea Committee", became knom|| the Counselor of 

the (3era)an embassy, Dr. Sans Thomson characterized thj e state­

ment (at least as fax as it referred to the alleged dependence 

oi the German diplomatic and consular representatives In the 

United States on the "Anerlkadeutachat dund"} as false. And 

It Is even more pleasing that the Ambassador, Dr. Hans rlelnrlch 

Dieekoff, appeared in person at the Department of State short­

ly thereafter to discuss the matter and denied any connection 

between the Government of the Reich end the "Bund" very de­

cisively, and strengthened thi# statement by delivering an 

*glde memoire". This shows clearly that the official 

German representatives as such wish to have nothing to do 

with the child1s play of the 3und and its •little fahr-rs". 

This denial was well deserved, advisable and necessary. 

It 
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I t has been aside e a r l i e r and repeatedly In s s l i d e r farm. 

The explanation -shieh the Amoass&dor gave i s pla in en ".man. The 

o f f i c i a l form, that #f act ion before the Denartwent of 3 t a t « t 

indicate© tha t the Ambassador does wot take the mstter l i . ^ t l y * 

I t i s to be hoped that the Ambassador wi l l t?~ke one ?*ore s tep , 

Me ©uribt to declare p la in ly to a l l o f f i c i a l s subordinate to 

hiss tha t no one *ho ptfrfoxsss his doty in other resoeots wi l l 

have hie career prejudiced in any way, wi l l not »»•* o-iven ^ny 

undeslred t r a n s f e r s , ano indeed wi l l not even receive reorlwands, 

even i f persons without authori ty or al leged •party leaders* 

have something "to squeal about*. 

He ought before a l l to prohlo i t any assursotion of influence 

by o f f i c i a l s of the German Heicfa and*nersons under i t s sovereignty41 

( t h a t I s , »:*ubordinates)on GsrmarwAffierloan organizat ions and in 

doing so should bo sure of the f u l l backing of the Berlin SoYem* 

saant and the porty o f f i c e r s . 

s 

In the interested circles la Washington and Mew York, 

there is a full understanding of the difficult situation which 

the Serssan tebfessador and the Consul General are In. It Is known 

that both work with great rectitude, A re -jell acquainted per­

sonally with the country and the oeople, aad are •triving tirs» 

lessly t bring about better relations. But it Is also known 

that 
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tha t " the party" I s ge t t ing wore and more Influence o-/ar foreign 

•no 1 ley an l̂ tha t taany s t r ings run from the Sohle Office to the 

•new men" in the foreign Office ?/ho came In with von Ribbentrop • 

In so fax as ac t ios i s not ta)cen Mndeoendently*. 

Since nei ther the Ambassador nor the Consul Sene-xal are ! 'old 

tsaxty memoera*, -and in fact ax<e outshone by many a subordinate 

o f f i c i a l in "service to the par ty" , one can very eas i ly get a 

o ic ture of the a i tue t ion i f he ha© any idea at a l l of the bu t t l ing 

ac t i v i t y in Bexlia of cer ta in orsra.nizsti.on3 fox TorV in foreign 

c o u n t r i e s 

If the Qoverrwtent does not intend to boycott the un t i r ing 

work of experienced man who have represented i t abroad for years , 

and If i t wishes to put an and f i n s l l y to the tension tha t i a 

tending toward en exp'o-ion, i t must s t e rn ly ha l t tha a c t i v i t i e s 

of tb-'se i r respons ib le r>arty mm *.«?ho have already caused enough 

daraage* 

There can be no aoubt that th« xeapooaihle old car^er^af-* 

fic«r® &T<® pexfoxjaini? the i r duty conscient iously, l« cannot 

Imagine whence Metcalfe d«riv»d his* information* To or* are in 

the Ufa of a l l na t ions , wa r e g r t t to say, eo-c&lled fellow 

creatures who ariah to el iminate unoleasaoi coaowtition by _ 

•squealing" and •informing*. Th# year* pr ior to 1S33 give an 

•Jfccallent 

orsra.nizsti.on3
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excellent oxawple of that# Many who •scented a coming change" 

kept "squealing* constantly to persons higher uo at that time, 

In ord*r to eurry favor. Before the upset» •personal files" 

were kept by the party on those officials and employees of whom 

it was knosa or suspected, that their views jvere opposed to 

those of the oarty. Officials who belonged to tho party ay a 

tlae when it did not appear to them advisable to acknowledge 

their connection with it openly, did not make any secret of it 

after the UDset that the party had obtained information of all 

alleged slights and Injustices - and also of acts and remarks 

of their colleagues that might have be<sn harmful to the oarty. 

And it to probably to be attributed to that, that these of­

ficials who had belonged to the oarty for a long time could 

give the names of their oolleegues who "would shortly leave 

the service as politically {independable*. The prophecies made 

at that time and in that way were fulfilled one hundred pet cent. 

It should be understood, of course, that we are thinking in this 

connection only of those officials who were first transferred 

to the retired list •temporarily" and then "permanently^,*^ 

consequence of the fundamental change in political conditions*. 

A number of th^se measures were accelerated, and in many 

cases probably influenced fundamentally by "home reports8 alsot 

which were sent by "Irresponsible elementa" belong!a* to the 

party 
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party to the "Foreign Countries Bureau of the I.S.D,A«F#", 

then at Hamburg, snd to other par ty o f f i ces . Kurt Lftdeeke, at 

tha t tiase Washington correspondent of the *Y61kiseher 3eobachter*, 

frequently boosted tha t he had "recommended to the party* the 

dismiss©! or replacement of o f f i c i a l s . When he f af ter ge t t ing 

too much on the nerves of h i s former f r i ends , was able to think 

back over the adv i sab i l i t y of a l l hls*raeasures* In a concen­

t r a t i on camp, his wife attempted to secure h i s l i be r a t i on by 

re fe r r ing to such "measures9 in a very bumble l e t t e r to the 

ffchrer . 

Matty of the s teps mentioned above were also taken at a 

tlms when the o f f i c i a l s s t i l l f e l t themselves protected by 

Art ic le 130 of the Reich Const i tu t ion, which reads: 

•Officials are servants of the whols nat ion, not 

of s pa r ty . All o f f i c i a l s a r s guaranteed freedo® of 

p o l i t i c a l opinion snd freedom of associa t ion - * 

But af ter the par ty was firmly seated In tbe saddls , 

af ter ru th le s s pushing through of the laws applying to career 

o f f i c i a l s , which have been broken so often and so fundamentally 

s ines t h e s t to an extent hardly ever equalled In the h i s to ry 

of the foreign service of a l l na t ions , t b s cr i t ic ise* of of* 

f l c i a l s in foreign countr ies by people "who f e l t themselves 

spec ia l ly 
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specially competent to do so" did not cease. Matters went so fay 

that high officials of the foreign service {and those in the 

caoltal of the United States are no exception in this regard) had 

to use those languages for personal conversations which they knew 

were not understood by their subordinates. Speeches and re­

marks were critically "reported to the party*; no one trusted 

anotherf each on® sought to outdo the other In orotestations 

of loyalty. 

These *hosie reports* ceased or at lease, decreased hen the 

party (txactly as on the Serroan ships) established its own *con­

fidential cells" within the ranks of the officials or emuloyesi. 

The above designation is not the exact wording, but is clos^ 

enough to the meaning. 

Despite all thase allegations and "home reports*, one thing 

is certains the •Bund." (at least the organisation that bears 

that same) does not have the slightest influence on transfers 

and the like, as far as ths officers of the Foreign Service art 

concerned. 3ut some of these *3ittlt F&hrers* cannot leave 

things alone. They must "have something to Jaw about*} they 

pride themselves on their alleged Influence; they babble that 

they "haw given it to this or that Consul"; they bluster and 

finally 
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f ina l ly he l ievs theflssselvea in t h e i r alleged successes . I t i s 

actual ly the conviction of th«*se p o l i t i c a l child?on tha t Ambas­

sador H@ns Luther w«« recal led in consequence of t he i rMn-

flusnce*t Among the many thousands »h© l i s t e n devoutly to the 

*great sayings* t T&phank and other "caeps* there are m«ny ??ho 

*hesr,beX4f»re and repeat*# I f Jtwbassador Oieekhoff doss unof­

f i c i a l l y discus© with ^entleiMen of the Department of S ta te a* SOBS 

time the question of whether any influences of the "Sund" had any 

influence on the r e c a l l of Luther§ fee wi l l not be able to de ­

press the instil® of the augur". For a l l irnow ($uat an the regular 

readers of t h i s column d@)| Luther s?as reca l led because he fai led 

as AB5Oa.06ado*« 

e 

Ambassador Dieckfaoff has aecoiioliehed something In tak ing the 

action before the Department of S t s t e tha t hae already been de­

scribed* Sfct# as already ind ica ted , the long overdhM "cu t t ing 

of every t i e with the aet of ffasl o rgan i sa t ions 9 , both lay members 

of the Washington ttsbassy and those of the K«?w faark Consulate 

CJenersl, does not appear to h a r t fone far enough. The behavior 

of both off ices with r@®pec#'-to the <|uestion of pa r t i c ipa t ion 

of the Kee York celebrat ion of »&era!an Day* cannot be under* 

stoso Sfcherwise. An no one need be surprised i f the •big mouths* 

and the • l i t t l e Ffthrers" aorain begin to point out t h e i r "influence 

on 
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on the f i l l i n g ©f nosl t ions in 3erman missions in foreign 

countries* -» and i f many c i r c l e s again five cr^d^nce to such 

a s se r t i ons ! l a Washington, the case of "German 3ay*# together 

irlth subsidiary nhenomena, has na tu ra l ly been commented on a 

ipr^at deal . The adoption of an o f f i c i a l att ', tude ay Massachusetts 

Avenue miaht have contributed considerably toward c lear ing the 

atmosphere, 

* 

t o t f t be emphasised ©nee morel the Wllhelraatrasse (and 

t e s t includes <r?erythlngt) csn contr ibute i t s share toward a 

be t t e r ing of r e l a t ions between here and over there end • showing 

up of these would be grest men and miniature Ffthrers, i f i t gives 

unreserved support to i t s accredited representa t ive In Washington 

and energet ica l ly nakes i t p la in once and for a l l to ce r ta in sub-

ordinate o f f i c i a l s tha t "service to the party* le no l i cense to 

abuse the hosp i t a l i t y of a ff iendly nation ©ad medlle In the 

a f fa i r s of American c i t i z e n s of Sena an speech, -with ihe ;,$lrae»irisd 

n re fc r lo t ion of -sentimental t i e s . 

And whet au i t s the American Division of the Foreign Office 

ou^ht to aatlefy the Bohle organisa t ion! 

TRj—.PtJF 


