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Dear Dannie: 

While I was in Vienna from 1931+ to 1937 as 
American Minister the B r i t i s h Legation was in charge 
of Sir Walford Selby. We became very close fr iends 
and worked together very c lose ly o f f i c i a l l y . The great 
er p a r t of h is career he had spent in the Foreign Offic>^^r~ . *' 
in London where he had been p r iva t e secretary to t h e " /J <>~"^ 
Foreign Secretary for yea r s . He i s a man of g~re"at un-
derstanding and r e t i r e d af te r h i s tour of duty as Minis­
t e r in Portugal . Nevile Chaupcj¥fla*fr~did not l i ke i t and 
as a r e s u l t of the strong a t t i t udes hich Selby took on 
many matters h i s career in the B r i t i s h Foreign Service 
was r ea l ly ended too abrupt ly . I w i l l t e l l you the s to ry 
-the next time I see you. 

I have wr i t t en John Murray, the publisher in 
London, asking him to send you a copy of the book "Diplo­
matic Twilight" by Sir Walford Selby as I doubt whether 
i t i s avai lable over he re . You should get i t in about 
ten days' t ime. I have jus t f inished reading i t 
i s a very accurate s tory i f not too well w r i t t e n . 
was never a great hand a t writing,, He says some 
in the book about me and there are two paragraphs 
may i n t e r e s t you which 
the book i s wr i t t en by 
with even a ce r ta in b i t t e rnes s which I can well understand 
I thought you would be p a r t i c u l a r l y in te res ted in th i s 
book because i t throws some l i g h t on the disorganizat ion 
in the B r i t i s h Foreign Office for so many years and I 
can understand the s i tua t ion the more fu l ly because we 
have had to deal with somewhat the same thing in the De­
partment of S ta te af ter Mr. Hull l e f t that Department and 
now Foster Dulles and Bet t le Smith are hampered in t ry ing 
to get th i s s i tua t ion changed. 
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I append hereto. You can see that 
a disappointed man and he writes 

Please do not bother to acknowledge this letter. 

With all good wishes, 

D.N. Heineman, TSsq., 
Deer Park, 

Greenwich, Conn e, 
U.S.A. 

Cord and .faithfully yours, 

ge S. Messersmith 

GSM/smf 


