
INTROD-UCTION . 
..... 

• 

The rllllowill!; eir("ul"I' allll "nil wel'e fully prollllllgated 

tlll'IIlIgh tIl\) St "te or New York 1\1,,1 IlcighuOI'iug terri-
• 

tory: 

N'Ew York, July 1, 1863. 

YOII are respectfully reqllested to call the attent.ion of 
the Ftiends of Freedom \)1<1 Union in your vicillity, to 
t.ho Conl-ention of Colored Citizens, alld their known 
Friellds, to he held at I'oughkcupsic, N, Y" on Wednes
dny and ThursdllY, 15th and 16th of July, 

Among suhjccts to. hc considcred by the COllvcntion, 
" ill Le the duties and opportunities of the hOllr, with 
spccial reference to the Organizlltion of a large force of 
Colored Troops, to Le ('ollllrfanded Ly lenders in sympathy 
wit.h the lII11vClilCnt, and upon - the condition that the . -
rights of relllll llCl'lltion and protectiollshall Le guaranteed 
to them, the same as those secured to white soldiers, It 
is designed to muke up the rcspon of the colored men 
of the' Nortl, to the ,cllll of the Govcrnment, 

You will rec~ive 'a supplementary commnnication in 
due season, cnt:losing the formal 11 for the Convention, 
At ptesent you are requcsted, with as little delay as pos· 
sible; to make practical the following ,suggesti ns-
: .A,ppoint a Locnl COIn\llittee to superintend the move

me. ill your immediate vicinity, and to ~.ause similar 
nction in your surrounding Ilountry, 
, Enlist the white friends of the vement in your 
vicinity in acth'e co-operation with the colored Citizens 
in tIllS matter. 

1 



., 
Clinse n dclegntion (the nnmhel' to he det~rlllincd by 

yo\ll' 0\\'11 .lircdilln) t.o l ,e app0inted to ,'cI",e,cnt Y0111' 
vicill ity in the forlllal J11 c~ till:-rs of ti le ('(Invention. Tllis 
to be oone at n meeting, hdd with ,,"tli" ient pnhlicity In 
warran t th e rCllI'csclItativc e]lHl':U·tCl: of' tlH~ deJcg:ltcF: 
]n addition, seenrc tl,c attendance of as many of' yllnr 
people at tI, e MnssAsselllblages, to he held each dny in 
the uenntif'nl grounds seJe.'ted tor that pl"'p~se, \\'hcrp 
add,'Cs,.;cs ' may he expectl'd by the nblest champions of 
the t~lIIse. 

Canse lists to ],e sent, t.l,,'ollgh yo\ll' Delegation of the 
nnmes of tl",,,e willing to joill sneh n toree on the ns· 
8111'nllee of' tI 'e conditions "tilted, L et t ltm'p be ea1'IIr8t 
tVOJ'k ,in tid. diJ'ect;ol1 , Iu nd,litiml, yon arc rO(lnest.ed 
t.o nut.horize nny rcspeetnble colored mall to get n]> n list 
of forty llI en, enpable of bearing nrms, who arc willing 
to join the service as abol"e cOll tClnpllltcd, nndOl' the 
comlllllnd of' the persoll designated, as a CommisSioned 
Ollieer . 

. Respectfully, YOllr obedicnt servnnts, 

• 
EnwA'.,., HII.llf:l<T, } ,. 1. n ' .+' n 
1 J' Ol(v- ~01n.UllttC(' II/ l~Om· 

• ,EWIS • Il"Ne,S, "I ',+' "~ 'I ,;' " J' 
... . 'Uti l 'C'!J VI !I <?J Lr. . 

JAMI';S 1· AIIUUN, . 

1'le8,c fOl'warrl the 'Hlmn and nlldre;s of' tire Chllil'lll"n 
of vonI' Local Committee at. the cIIl'liest cOJ" 'eni ence to 

. ~d~\'IIr(l Gilbel't, 111 TII'oadway, N . y, 

Persons attciHJi~'g the Convention, CHn expect C\"Cl'Y 

attention fl'olll the Local Cllnllni!.!cc of I'unghkccpsic, 

• • • 



• J 'y I ' .. , '}lU(. 

(;nANI> () ()NVE~Tro~ 

C () L ,I' lt H j) U I 1'1 X H N )')' . 

COl.nltEJ) ~IE:-;: oNE ANIt AI.I.! 

,r c illvit l! yuu to attl'IHI A (,' dl1l d .il[(( ~u( J{, !,·tiJl!l 
• held ill tlu' 

() 1 T Y U F l' 0 U (; III\: EEl' ~ IE, 
011 th e hallks of the ~"I) Il' 1I11r1,;,,,, , 

\VI·~1JXESJ).\Y awl TIl Ii HSII\Y, .fal!! Lith an,i Hit/" 18f.j;;' , 
., •.. ...-.. ..•• - - - -

TI", Ol!iect of this ]\feetillg of Col"''<'I1 J[.'II is t.o "how 
tlac ti O\'CI'1I11H": lIt and PI~t1plll t.ll e il' willlllgll C:--S tu aill ill 

th$! Sllppl'c~sit)1l of t.ho ltd'clli(ltl, Ily ol"galliziTl~ n. Inr~c 
t;,\,c<J "t' Colored Y ollllltecl''; f,,1' the IVaI', 'to be ulldel' 
the ."Ollllllluul of Leadcl''; klluwn ttl be in "Y lllpathy with 
the 1II0\'elllellt, allol "1'011 the as,;Ul'all ce t.hat tl,ey will 
get tho re lllullerati ()n and pl'utedi(II~ ' wldeh 1Jc loll~~ to l\ 

Citizeu 'oltlicl' lit' the U Iliou. 
The Locul COlllmittee of ouglakccpsic will lllake 

C\'CJ'Y 111'l':mgclIlcnt t~J I' til e c(untol't of' ..Dc6igatcs alHl 

Vi;itol's . • 
I.et this be olle uf the G"cat"st iJcmoll.t,'atiul/8 e,'c" 

held, by Culored Citizens. • 
Let all come alld Swdl t,he ullmbers tor {flliol/. (lild 

Liberty. 
J. II. TOWNSEN,', New York. 
U .() UERT V OS UUUGII, H 

Re\'. ,J. N. Gr.OGCESTm, H,'oukly". 
Rev. C. H. RAY, New 'lurk. 
P. 'V. DOWNING, , . 

A. J. ALlHUI'>(H;, J'ersey City. 
'V ILLlA.\l RI.~II, Troy. 



.. -

POUGlrKE1~:PSIE ' ION. 

- _.- -
PIlI"nllnt to a gcnpr:d call addressed to the 

Colorcll Citize n~ (If thQ State ot' New York,. II 
~Jewbat n ulllcr,:,us and bigbl y respectnble dele
gation, r<'presenting the entire State, assembled in 
Pougl.kec r~ie, at 10 A. M:.; -of July 1tl, 1863. 
H,\\-ing been dnly called to order, the C(jllYen
tion proceeded to 1)I\~inc~s I,), electing the follow
ing offieers: 

The Rl·\· . .T. 'y. C. -Pennington, of Puughkeep. 
sie, P 1'C8id(;J/(; N. P. Tbompson, Bnftillo, nllll 'V. - . C. Mllrshall, Poughkeepsie, Vice,P,·c8i.dcl1t8; Dr. 
P. n. Randolph, Utica, Secretar!!; Ch:~~. E. Vel" 
Illong, Pongh~cepsil', ..: h ·ri8t(mt &cl'etaI'Y. -

After v:lI'ions patriotic ~l'eeches had been made, 
the following Manifc.~to and Rrsolutions were of: 
fered by Dr. P. n. Randol ph, uuel, on the 1lI0tion 
of the Delegate from llinghumton, were nunni-
motlsly adoptdd by the Convention: -. 

M.ANJI.'F.l:i1"t,) o~· TUB t...'O LOH.En Cl'fIZENS Ofo: THE STATE OF 

NEW YORK, IN CONY ENTIO'X ASSEl01LED: 

The wnr now rngillg so fiercely o,'cr tho bl'ond and 
fertile ncres of 'this, the \)est heritage c,'er enjoyed by 
IIlnn, is not 'l\ "fratricidal conflict," 1\8 lIlany deein it, 
bllt, on tho contl'llry, by reason of the momentous issucs _ 
I\t stnke Illld illvolvc(1 thcrcill, is one of the most justifia
ble wars thnt was ever inaugurated beneath the smiling, 



• 
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md[nnt dome of all the hroad hea\'ens, It is one of the 
lHost Si,lcrctl' which the <"a l'th has C" OI" !!I'V:lIl Ctl tinder o r 

mankind c\'or \\'itllcs~et..l, fur th~~ l'U: tSOI; tf,at it is a CO lli · 

bat for tho sacred right.,; qf Mall agaill,;t tlw lllyrlllidulI ,; 
of liell itself, It i; a hattl u fur the right til' ,elt~go\'l' I'Il' 

: mCllt, true Dcmocl':lcy, .i ~ lst R OPllblic:lllisllI , aIH.I right;
cOilS princi-pl~s, agaillst un:ll'chy." misl'ulc, uarlm.l'iSIII , 1111-
man slavery, rh!:"poti :;m :Inti< Wl'Ollg . 0 11 the u ll e sido i:; 
arrayed,the hosts uf .Belial , hacked hy ' Vi lflllll cs" 1lljns
tice; U:511l'patiem, l\ngcr anu l~L .. sioll ; on' the otllCI', ill 
.erried mnk,;, stand H OII .. r, 1[nman ].i uc , 'ty,~ 
1',:ut,h and l~o,iesty, ' This is not a lto lltlc uf buys, bllt a 
st I'IIggle of girm Is, L<>I. the North be CO Il(l"Crcd, alld 
the salt tenfO of th!\- oppressed will wllh~r ti le g,'ollllli t;j ,' 

, 'Mn)' II lung dccnde bf ye'!r., allu ""'"Y a Il cc~ltu lllb 
will uprear its h~ad , nnl) irian), " sod he 1Ill1'tll','ed hy the 
bl90d of liherty-Ioving humai, heillgs, • The ' trife 1I0W 

,vuging is not Lctwccu North alld South- is lIut only 
in beh .. lf of' the negro; bllt the g ,.calt,;t 1" 'illoil'I cs the 
wOl.'ld hils over kUOW JI, colistii.lltC t he two hal \"(~..: uf the 
ca8U8 belli-bllrbarisru alld f,.ccuulII - ,;i\'ilizati oll alld 
s1u\"orv' it is a deatlt-strllfrtrle lJCt\ \'ccll the fCllllal wrcs ., =a' 

and the lIilletccllth eentllr)'; a,,,1 'en, ,.,\' d""I' "I' 1,100<1 
shed fronl Northern vein:; i:-, a :":1(";-iti· ·(' 011 tll~ lt o~r aha!":; 
of human freedom, Hnd thtt:o'l' 1'111'1 ' \ ' (-1" l 'lIl':'I 'l' ratc to the , 
ovcr;blesscu R e(lcelilcl' of l\Iaukilld !, TIII~ ill'l'I ~I ,! l i ll;! i:o--
,sues 1~C nch t.h~ if tllp J'e JlI" .'tii. ~ll tali , ' ~ II I.' 111 1111;111 lil tcl'lY 
yield t.h e battle, :U1d I'clin., ill;.!llIrill llsly "l' atl~ lI, th e age 
will , recOOc a (;Olltl1l')" I.LiIt} the 'lialltl ~ \11'"11 tllc do<:k ltf 
Pro,rrcS5 will cense to 1110 \ 'C ,UCl'nss till! t:t:.:c t)f Tilli l' . 

n -. 
t et the c.,ho"ts uf' frccqolll UC "eat~1I HIl(I Ji'g,'",'cd, alld 
not vllly all t .... e lo\'e,'S of tho mee will ; lIl1c,', llllt (; \'e,'y 
l ovcr'~nhd true worsliiinH' of the Ih' ill~ ( ~ od, ,~'fll IIWII 1'1 1 .. 

o\'er the ,les"lation, ' 
This ClllltC.:oit is ~1IO ill wlaic-II en;I')' ~Oll :inti dang-Iitll l' 

, oj' tho. hu,d i., IIl1d of II ce~,.;;ity must he, interc.tcd, I t i ~ 
the hOlllldon dllt.y of , liS IIIl-all wh, nre not crll\'en 



cowal'(ls- all in ",h" 1ll the wal'lII I.lond loap", nn(1 ,,11 
wll o fl:'cl wiJat a terrihle thill~ is lTu ~IAN SI.;\rERy- to 
up :111(1 !:' ll'l1g~ l l' f,n' (Lie.! anti the Higl,t. 

] )c fcnf, ill · tlli:-: III UHlc ntolis epoch (If IlIIlIIali histOl'Y 
IIl Call~ 1I10l'C thall a j'u nt. "1'011 t.h e llattlc-tiolt1, in:i :o" lllll(·h 
as ,alch de"'at will 1I0t onl), rivet 0111' chains still fil'lII el' 
till,,! of' yU\'l', I,nt will I\wc"cI' stand HS the 'ylloll)'m of 
AIIII'rican di"i': I" u;c, at,,1 will bo 't.he I'ceol'd of 0111' 1'01'
p~tllal (\i, l'n ll 11'1 d " '111 0 11 t, alld he the houlever"'~l!ellt of 
11I1I1I:\n ""('i ety, civilizatioll :tI,,1 Delllocratic R Cp"ulicall 

.. in :o: t it nfit-'II ::', froll l pl'ogl't·ss Ulld health, to anArchy, tlccny 
HIIII lill al I'll ill - a I'llill litter, tutal :lIId,cOlllplotc; 1'0 1' t ho 
('Ollllllllll SCII"C of IIInllkilltl canllot filiI to see th"t if tIle 
l':l11 5C of fl'eCdl)lIl fails now, human :idnl1lCCment will be 
sO lllethillg i'cad~ :tI JlHlt in oook~, in:~tcad of being 1\ liring, 
e"ct-l'l'e,cllt /'a" t.; "II(I ill t.he I'cig ll of t)' l'IIlIlIy thellce 
ensuing, th o hUllIan heart HUlst uf 'll ecessity becomo 
cl lillcd alltl fl'lIZell ; art, sciencc and rclig ion,llll1:;t go 
Ollt, like oille.s lalllp~; dal'klless IIII1.t coll"l',e , the 
light; the ~:lI'tl ell ul' th e lIIii,,1 1'1111 to wa,te allll weeds; 
hllll1:111 gCllill5 ue n'l;auolI,l, stifled an(l dlllllb as of old, 
:1\1(1 the spil'it of' Illisl'lllc will swcep the fi,ir gree~ cal'lh 
with the ue,;()1lI of' dc,tl'lIction, scattering de;;olatioll fur 
and wide, and illangllrating stich t\ reign of horror ns 
lie vel' yet has Lee II k'no,vlI Oil earth, Let the cohorts of • 
fl 'eedo lll now y icl,1 all illch, and the blood of J eslls will 

, ~h!lOst 11:\ ve UCCII sltcd III ,,:till ; 101' ill theil' defeat, Chris
tiallity itself Inllst SlItlCI' ; the . acrifice lIf Calvary pro"e I' 
fail lire, the spontalle ity of the hlllllan S01l1 be chilled and 

, frozen; hllll1alt genills he sti fled, talent be warped, IIIIlI 

eIO'I'ICII CO l,e dllIllU, as ill the deud years of the far-oft' 
past, Grent GOII! '\\' hnt 1\ 8pectllele in this nineteellth 
~cntllry! A 111 ill ion of llIen IIl'ray ing themselves in 
arms against Iihel'ty! a!ld in l'"vOI' of t.heil' own l:egrmln
lion! 



• 
Thnt. t.he mo\'ers of this , nt.t.e rly in-

SRnu, no ren,oll:lhle l11all can donht, the hoI" 
rible hl:lsl'hemy-not ill words, hil t iii I)" deeds; nnd 
still 1110re bloody intent, now eXI))"essed Ity millions 1 
else whence the spirit which has prompted mtiollnl men 
to the snicidnl policy of shlltteriug to pieces the tili" L'St 
fnbric of ']IInnnn liberty c,-cr erected on the soi l of ea,t h ? 
else whc'i!'ct> t.he porfoct f,'ellzy which sets 111 0 11 0 11 ill the 
face of the agc, 1l1ld befo"e high he/,,-ell , to lI'ail the han
ncr of t.his lwond lIation; this hope or t.I, e wodd, this 
hlessed refuge of the oppressed of nll lands, in the dnst.! 
Aye, tri,ly, the devil is the masted y c'!gilleer of this 
awfnl work of spolintioll, rnin and disnster, else d"lIc]ed 

wOllld 1I 0 ' -C!' ha \'e dllre<1 to 1!1Ir1 1111 il'<)lI ' rail; 
flng of the f" ce, as it. tfonted (>vC!' SlImter's 

parI,;, I,ono flag of lihert.y! whose folds ot~ 

It shelter to all d,'hose limbs h,\\,e ever felt the 
gyves 6f Ellropean t.y rallllY, }<atho,' of 1I1e,'cy, what II 

spcctacic! Men in arms bnttling for whllt lIlankind 
have e'-er fOllght ngninst sincc the world bCglill! Ty .... n
"l', despotism nlld hllmlill slavCl'Y! The ballnor whose 
blllzonry is the 8tar.; of heaven, to filii tattered to the 
dust before the . lIlphllrOIl8111\i! of t1'eason's call1lonry !- II 
tre1l801l , too. more f01l1 and despicable thnll Illlght. cl'cr 
before wi tnesSed by His stnrry cycs looking do\vlI f,'om 

• • 
the qeej)- bllI~ osky! 0 - . -

Silch b cing the case, and their disense.)ul,-illg provcd 
to be incurllble by ordiullry lI1enllS, such n,. H CllijOIl ; J OIIS_ 

tice, Patriotism: t herctoro, - . 

- 1. R esol ~, Tlult morc e/tcctil"c ,:emeJies-might now 
to be tllO,!,ougltly tried , in t he shllpe of warlll lend alld ' 

o cold 8teel, duly ndminiBte.red by two hlllldred thousand 
blllck doctors, more or loss; IIndbr the direction of Sur
geon,General J ohn Charles Fremont, or slIch other per
son, fit for the office, I\S might be scleeted" .. 
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2, R esolved, That wc, thc colored citizens of this Statc, 
flI'e LOYAL and TRllE to thc Governmcnt; that onr for
tuncs rise 01" f,m with it; that wc IIrc rcady, anxions and 
willinf( to delllonstrate.that trll!h and loyalty on the field 
nf hRUh" or whcrc\'c,' else we can aid ill rc.toring thc 
nlltion to its in ~cg"ity and prosperity-; thllt wc firmly 
nnd contidcntly rely on thc Go\'ernmcnt for the l'rotcc' 
ti"n "nd treatmcnt, dnc to civilized mcn, and -bclic\'c we 
shall rceoi \'e it, ' 

3, R,wolved, That in this perilons condition of ol1r 
conlltry, whoc \'or i" not for her is agninst her, and ought 
to be attcnded to in snch a man ncr Ild to prove that the 
Government has not yet c.,hansted all her stre!}gth, bnt, 
hilS llbnndant pow'or left, not ollly' to i'rotect its children, 
bnt to pnni,h trca,"on and tmitnr. WhCrC\"lll' thcy may bc 
fonnd , • 

-1-, Ruoived, That in thc snccess of the U uion IIrms, 
we, the colored citizens of the United Stntes, behold tho 
fi rst b"ight, nnlllistakcllbic gle,~ I of hop~ for on",elves 
and our kimh'cd the witle world O\'er . . ilnt, 011 the CQII' 

trary, with t.hc succeSs of Southern despotism, our rising " 
sun will fo,'c\'cr sct ill a night. anti gloolll th'it lIIay lIover " • 
know nil e",lin~, In it wo sec the ce,-tninty of IL sti,lI '~ ;, 
further rh'cting ' "I' the chili liS lind gy,'cs 0(8lih'e,'y. on ~ 

. thc' lilllb, of ns wI!o; 1,y cv~;y In\\' of' Hocl and- trr~u,~ . 
ought. t.,) be f,'co. With the sn~ccS8 of the Kebell)o 
illovitnbly come the lo:;.~ to II>! of'lIll,thnt IIllln 11011<18 

the pc et'UlI dcgradlltioll of labor, of ollr rllc,e I 
;ulll .of those who.shnll inhe";t ollr places. I the . 
ccss hilt bad CBllSO will come the pcrpetuation of ij;-' . 
norancc .nmong liS, ,Ind the tot-al disfranchisemellt of all , 
of ns \"ho, ill thc fllce of obstllcles g,'ellter lind more for
mit.lllbl l1 tllllll ",en of lI'lY racc (In clIrth havc o\'er yct 

.r confronted lind snl'litonuted, have achieved cducation, 
p" operty, IIl1d somc little consideration in commnnity. 

Q . 
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5. Re8olved, That the twaddle about the" unconstitu· 
tionality of the means" resorted to, and depellded on to 
wii\e out this Hehellion and the Hebels, is on :\ par with 
thllt of the footpad who, when wo,"Sted by his i,ltendctl 
victim, exclaimed, "Oll! you've kicked in Il tcmler . 1'0 1, 

hit below the belt, kllocking t,he wind clean ont of me" 
which you know isn't fair!" 

G. Re~ol'v,'d, Thllt nu IfIIlII i. fit fv,. lil,"rly whu i. lin· 
willing or afrnid to fight fur it" if' lIeed be, to the bitte,' 
end; and that colored mell, "s well as others, hn\'c, by 
nature, certain inalienable rights, among which is that 
of fighting for the lalld that g,l\'e them bi ,.I.h, for the ban
ncr ~hat floats o,er us, for 9ur ",i\'e; ant! little oues, alld 
for the freedom nf t.he gcncl":lliolls that shall ; lIceeed liS. 

7. Resol;ved, That we stant! ill the doo,' of the dllwn; 
that the spirit of tibert)' is abrollll in the land; that her 
benignant eye i' fixcd upon tlw fOlll' million blacks of 
this country, and that her flight. is to\\'a,.d them! 

8. R 1solved, '1'h",t t,he sold ie,'. of the Ulliull arlllie. m'o 
not contending for a party, nor for the spuils of,wllr, bllt 
Empire-for' IIni\'orsal HIIIllI\II Hight nn<1 Liberty- to 
mnintain intact tho hQ,'itnge bequeathed to the ngos by 
the )Mn of '7G; to 1fI:lke this continont in "cry tJ'nth I'h" 
slime refllgefor tho oPl'rcoscri uf all land" ill pi to of uaste, 
complexional rliflilron"cs, welllth, pO"C1·ty, soct vr CI·oeu. 
And, as the Nation ill this perilolls hOIl" of her exi5tellcC, 
ca1ls for Ollr aid, it is Ollr dllty to grandly givo it, I\nd 
that immediately. 

9. Besol'lJ8d, Thlj.~ Liberty IS more thnn the golden 
,vision of the poct; \!Iore thall the creeds of sch~llIst8 ulld 
dogmatists; more thun the d'relll1l of the erUl,usiast; morc 
than the plaything of t,vrnuts lind klll\\'e.; BUU (lllr ChilI" 

ter t/\ its poss'csaiOll 'rime has 1I0t a1l1l1l1led, }<'orce has 1I0t , 
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nhl'ogated, USlirpation ha- lIot lillsificd, IIen,'en has lIot 
I'c"oked it, Eal'lh has lIot crased, Hell hn. lIot ~lched, 
'"111 if We tI" 0111' dlll,y, the lime i" not far distnnt whell 
tho w"I'l,1 ,,;ill g.ln'lly ~ollcc(lo it! ' 

10, R .;,ol eed, That recent e\,ellt. hn 1"0 demonstrated 
that mell of lI~g l'O lineage hold tho unlance of l)ower in 
this COli lest, nllll that wo shollld IlI'o"c I'ccrenllt to 1111 that 
constitutes lIulIlhoOlI did wc lilil installtly ,) throw 0111' 

weight t'\)I' tIl e GUn:ll'lIntOnt, not nlulle i wOl'ds, bnt by 
stllrdy hl"w. , 'We sl' l)lIld strike, 1111,1 51 ike hal'll, to win 
a place in hislOl'Y, lIut ,L., \':I ,sab, bul -fie IICII alld hero~, 
nc\'Cl' flll'~et ting tbat God, as ever, stl" cs for tho right, 
e"er helpillg those most who h~lp t.h sch'es, Let liS do 
this, .. and p~'~ tcrity, reading nt' Otll' a tiC\ 'c Ulo Jlfs -in CC}l

tul'ie:; yet to be, 51.:111 ,.:lY, \\'hilo 1'0 .tillg to the rccoril 
wo shnll have left hehi",l liS : 

"111csc were the great 01\1 m 
Th ese were the wen s,.-iIIe 

WhUde di:lwnt fvol6l<,p:s echu 
Pow,. the corritloril of TiUl<'." 

.r. w, (1, PENNINGTON, P oughkeepsie, 
l'rI·.idollt, 

The Co,wclliioll nl, ,, 1I1I:llIi.1I01l5Iy, adopted the fullow
inc,. : , e 

R esolved" Tlmt this Cunventioll recOIumend I-ho Gene
ral Committee of the Frcmo"t I.egioll, New York, through 
its Chairmall , to issue t.his serius of' resolutions ill the 
form of a manitcoto, addt'cssed to the colored people of 
this ~nd other States, believillg, that great and permanent 
good will result therefrom. 

RC8olved, That this Convention recommend the im-
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mediate appoint.ment of trusty alltl ahlo ilion of coloI' to 
e'''1\'as the ell tift, State f,)r recruits; that ';lIch 'pm',oll' he 
enabled to cnll lIIeeting;;, ad .. lrcss Hlld enli llIen; slleh 
agents to he dilly and properly cOlIlmissioned by the 
allthorities, Stale or National, SO liS to will the eonlitiell cc 
of the people, and prove that the illducemeuts held Ollt 
t.o thelll arc bona fide and real. 

• .Re8oZved, That, this Convelltion appoint :~ State Cell' 
tml Committee, having powel' to fill it .; OWII ,"aeallcies, 
lind to appoint ' SlIb,ColIlmitt.ees, whose tlllty 8hllll he 

• . that of cnrollil)g and orgallizing colored troops, liS . et 
forth in the call of the Gcneml Committee of tho Fre
mont J~egion. 

R e80l'ced, That the Central COlllmitt.ee sj.lll t lu\\"e ,the 
power to call a State Con\"entioll of colol'ed llIen whell' 
e"er it shall he' deeUled- necessary to do so, 0 1' the exigen, . - , 
eies of the CRlle Illay rll9uire. 

'. 
R e8olved, That Dr. p, B. Ralldolph, (,f Utica, be P,·e· 

sident. of'the New York State Central Committee, alld 
that ti,e following'lIalll'cd jlersons be Vice·Presidents of _ 
said Central COlllmittee: ' John Vnn P elt, Glell's Fall . ; 
J , ,M. Loglleu, Syracuse; N. D. Thompson, Bult'nlo; J. 
II, Townselld, New York; C. B. R.ty, New York ; 'J. N. 

Gloucester, Brooklyn; Wm. Crocker, Binghamton; Wli): 
Rich, Troy; N. Gibbs, Little Falls; A. Bolill , Pough
keepsie. 

Rli8j)lved, 'l'hat the jourllRls known as Prinl.:ipia, 
edited by Win. Goodell, and the Ang"lo-Africall, edited 
by Robert iIamilton,both in the,{)ity of N ew York, be, 
and are hereby selected, and henceforward recognized as 
the official organs of the colored people and, their cause 
in 'thts State. ' . 

• 



1" , , 

All of whi"h wn,; IIlInnimollsly a<l')pto,l hy the Oon-
n 1t11 iOIl . 

,I : W, C, PEN NINUTON, j'l'';Ni dcnt, 

'P, H. RANDOLI'll , &OI'<'III'I"Y, 

R,'·,.olved, '1'llI1t tl, e Central C"mmittee, th,',,"~h it,; 
Chail'lnan be, antI hcrehy is duly elllpowcred tn :I1'1'" illt 
persons in each Congl'C:-;:Jiollal Di"tl'ict to slIl'l' l'illtClld t.he 
enrollmcnt of the I(wcc,; they Illay .c"emlly be ennb],.',1 
t.o ,'"lIect" 

N t'w l'oed, That agents sl",11 be appointed by the Ch"i.,- · 
mnn oi tho Cenlr:!1 Committee ill each ,\:;scmbly D is
t"iet., fo sllpcrinten,l the cnrollment of .troops, and report 
to the Chairmlln OL State Centl'lll Committce; nnd 
t Ill t .nensures be· to print 'lllil ci" cnlate, th l'Ough-
out the State, tfie Uesolntions and directions 
ft'om the Cenll'lll C ..... uni·Ucc tu the variOIlS Snb-Commit-

" --
t.ees and cllrollillg~\t", and that . lI ch Sub-Committees 
report, as speedily~ri;,ossible" wilh the Chairman of the 
Centl'lll Committe~:· . -.• 

- 'f.. ' " 
, , , "~" - . 

COlored n;en '\~I?S#~ 'c £ tatc at'C callec.l upon to 
clll'ol1·themscl "cs.'It~~"', umrto canse lists of the enrolled 
to be ';llld ' . ' .. torthwith t~ the Ch" ir-
mnn of' the AmI colo.'cd femules 

, ~ aro reqnested . into Colo.'ed SoldiCl'!!' 
Aid Societies tho State, rllpo.ting at once to J. 
A. J ,ickson and C. ~, V el'lnU"~, P uughkeepsic, who have 
bee" tlllPointecl Ohief Ste",",'d. of tlti s p,"t of tho g l'llnd 
and patriotic movement, , 

(Official.) 

RCJl()lved, T 
tee be utlu5rized 

P. H. ]{ANDOLPH. 

Ite Ch:Lirlll~lI of tho> Clll,ltral Oommit
to app.oint one member of . the said 
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Committee to co-opernte in ench Congl:cssionnl Di$trict 
in the Stllto of New York, slIch Di"trict lIIember heilli( 
empowered tu appoint ono allxilim-y ill e:lch I~';" l}\nhly 

District within the Congressional Di. trict in which he 
acta, the nggrcgate number ill cneh COligressiOllfL Dis
trict eou<titnting a I,ocal Committec, with fnll puwel- to 
conduct the movemellt in all respect.s calculated to furtlll,. 
the completion of the enrullmcllt_ 

• 

-

--• I 

, 
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LETTER O}' TIm liON. C~lJ-M NEH. 

• I 

, Bo"TU!(, July 13, 186S. 

DEAR SIR :-It will not bo in Illy power to take part 
in the propused meetill:! at POllghkeep, ie. llut I alii 

. glnd tftnt it has heen ~allcd, ntHl [ trust that it will be 
successful. " 

To lIIe it has been clCl\r frulII tl.e bcginning that tho 
clllored lIIen would 1m needed in this wur. I 1I0"er lo r a 
1II0Ille;,t .lonbted t1~at they' wcl'lIhl render good service ; 
and thus liLr the evidence in th ~ir liwur i~ trilll,upillint. 
Nobody w'ill MW question their bravcry or their~npneity 
for discipline. All thnt C.\11 bc said IIgainst them is thllt 
they arc nut white. 

But they have a special illtll ... est in ,tho sllppression of 
this RebeB;')II. TI!o ellcmies of the Union 1we t1tQ'.Eme
mics of theil' rllce. Theretore, in dcfendiug the Uniun 
they defcnd themselves e,'en mOI'c thnn other ,eitizens, 
A.ud in ~\dng tho Union, they save thc Hlselvc3. 

I dOllbt if in times past ollr country could Illwe justly 
expected f" olJl col "red lIIen nuy p,atriotic service. SlIch 
sen'ice is the retllm for protcctiun . . But now thut pro
tection has begun, the service, shollld begin IIlso. Nor 
should relative rights and dllties be weighed with nicety. 
It is enough tliat ollr conntry, aroused 'at Illst to 1\ sense 
of justice, seeks to enrol colored men Rmong its de-
fenders. ' ' - ' -, • , 

If my cOllnsels could rellch such persons I would sny : 
Enlist lit once. Now is the day and now is the honr. 
Help to overcome yoilr cruel enemies nuw battling 
against your country, and in this way yon will surely 
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O'-C I'CO Il1 C those othm' cncmics hnrdl,'i Ie,;, crucl, here at 
IlotHe. who still seck to dcgl'fld e Y01l. T!li ~ is nnt the 
time to h4..':"itatc 0 1' til hil!glc. D lI .PHII' duty to onr cOlin · 

try, alld yOI1 wi II :"ct all cXJl.lllplo of gCllCl'tllIS :-oc lf-S;lt,,'ilice 
which will COII'I"cr prejudice Hlld ol'ell all hpal'ts: 

At'ccpt Illy thanks liJ I' the ill\"itatilill with wIdell 'yon 
ll:l\'c honnl'cc.llllc, allu LolioH! lIIe, dcm' sir, 

Y cl'y faithflllly. )"""1'; , -

11.\ I1LES :,;DI:-iEIt 

EIIW"I/I) G ILIIEKT, E;", 

.. 
• 

, 

, .. . ~ 

, 
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T,E'fL'ER OF THE liON. WILLIA)I WIIITlNt; , 
Sn{ ;cilQI' 10 I he lJTa'l' ])pparl-m",d, 

• 
T O THE FREMONT LE.AGUE. 

• • 

,V A It DEI' AI<'DIENT, 
• 

W ASI!!NGTON CITY, D. C., .Tllly 1U, 1 St1a. 

DEAR Sm :- Your letter, under Jllte of the 8th 
of JIlly, has been received, in which you hayc 
done me the honor to ill\·ite me, on belllllf of the 
Fremont Legion, to address the gI"llml mass Con· 
vention of Colol'ed Citizens, to he heM at Pough
keepsi(', on the l;ith lmd 16th instants; a11li in 
which you desire lUe to :Iuswer cert.'lin inquiries in 
relation to troops of Afl·icall descent. Other ('0-

gagements render it impossible tor me to be pres
ent on that occlIsion, but I IIvail rny:elf of this op
portunity of expressing my respect and sympathy 
tor those who now, tor the first time within the 
present century, have determinecl to vindicate 
their right to be treated lIS patriots, haring in 
the ~ils, dangers ana sacrifices of that great 
nati (;n, of which they constitute so impQ!'tl,lnt .R 
part.. 

Courage, encluI"IInce and disinterested hl'roisn~ 
are qualities of all brave men, whatever llIay be 
their lineage. No llames yet stand upon the roll 
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of honor more Lrilliant 01' ilIustriolls than those 
of IIallnihal all,1 TOlli"':lnt L'Onwtllre . • Give to 
those AlIIl'ricHn ' \\'h .. claim n.~ thoir fatherlnnd the 
rontinent thnt ~;t\." hirth to t he conqlleror of 
R onlt ', the arms '1I1t1 the 'lisciplillo of tho weJI 
tmilled ~o1tli"r, ;lIltl t hl'y will give Lack to the 
"allse IIf t.he .-uuntry all t he elements of military 
puwer. :::) lIcll is the tpacl,ing oflli story; such the 
testimony of expericn('{!. 

'What has the Africo.Alllea·~<:'lu tu fight 101' ~ H e 
fights for that land wllieh, 1I0W a1)ont tu be freed 
frolll the clII~e of slnvery, will l)e to him " his 
couutry." I n a-allying" rUlm,1 the illig of the Union, 
he alMs strell',th alit I sllpI'ort to the uoLle arll1il.'S 
of the W est mltl of the Ea~t, who, Oil the fields of 
VicksbUl'g :nul Hp.ttysbnrg, hllY<11lt!,le<l fl'e~h lalli
rills to tllCir illlpe l; i ~haLle fill III'. 

Not alone fl'll' hi ~ cOllll t ry" lwnur, ubt for elll· 
pil'c, 1I0t li .r c"Il'l'le~i" 1I0t alom; for the crushing 
of Reloellipn is tlui Afri clln's I.hule ullsheatlwd. 
H e lights tor t.llt' honor ant! !IIanho,)!1 of his race, 
for jllst.ice, hlllll fl lli ty allll th~e(lolll, \>Vhenlove, of 
coulltry and of timle, wliell t hirst for justice alld a 
sen~e of \\TOII'" V'Jt unavllll"crl shall lieI've the w J v . ' 
arl1l alit! fil'" tho J,luod Illrl~l(ly" killlllpd l)y the 
IImlle" "f frcedolll, hllll' i ~ it possible that ~he sol· 
aiel' call 1m othelwise than lmwe aud terrible in 
battle, when slavery amI tlenth are Lellhlll him,' 
IIUt! life and liber ty .lie only ill the' path to vic,. 
tory 1 Let history answer t his .question. Read 

. your answer in t he b loody battles of the Revolu
tion) wllerc uegro soldiers hore a part so Doble that 

• 
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(lclICl'IIl "\'n~ltilighlll.l'"I.lid.r, :lIltl at tllC It"a, I of 
Itis :1I'IIIY, Ill'kll"ldclIgc,1 tlll'ir ,~altalltTy, H l'1I'I l' II I , 
bel' tit,· 1101H'1' paid by (i"lIcral .Jaek:;(l1I to (ltc 
Icmie l't'gilll'·II t. of col,.n·,1 IIlell ,wit" aiJ,·t! iu . t.IIl' , 

clefens(' of Nt'''' Orlealls. It·t t It e I attIcs oil tlte 
Atlautic coast allll tlte stol'llIing of fi'l't,~ 011 tllc 
l\1is:;i,,;,i ppi allSWCl', TIt"ir I 'I'a \'()I'Y 1'('l'a lis t It e 
mcmol'y of the \\'orld,rCIIOlI"ll"r\ batt I!' cit' ;\£nratltulI, 
in w\liclt ,>IIl\,tcuth of t.llt"" wit" t()lIght :mel \\'011 
imp('ri:;\Jnhle hOllor were sla\'l'~ " 1I11"LlIill('ll I'I'"m 
the <100I'POSts "f tlteir maskr"," 

"Viii the ,,,,It>l'cd III CU n'~l)olld til tllll ill\'i(atiou 
of' the GOH'l'lImellt ? ' 

The)' tII'e 1I0W spi'illgillg U!" lik,' ,1t'agl)lI\ teeth, 
from tlte soil iut" l\'hi,,1t tltt'y 1tlll'C beoll cl'lIsheel, 

, . 
l\1a8te~'S. nf, the, gl'<~ulUl t Itey tl":Il' 1 1I~~~t he~ IIrc 

, sweeplIIg fo!'wlll'tl III st(,1Il1y s .. llt) l egt.Oj~, ~ ort)' 
thollSllnd strong, are already ill thc ",'" ,,-:: 
lire d~t;jllcd .to \\'ieJil' thc s\l'~nl 
to tcach their forllla l' masters, 'C~:"':: ~~ 

hllttle field, hy 'nmny a )'out tl11 ~t, '· 
which of t.hen} is "of the slIpcriOl' ... . 

The militllry orgnnilmtioll of I'e, 
1lI0yillg nil d:lllgcr of i • leuts, 
willl'eguhte, control m'lt! utili"", tllti lysi<;;II force< 
of th~ ouly "gl'IHliue uuiou m,;u" iu thc Gulf 
Stlltes. The grclltest war }loin'!' of treason will 
lJecome ,the niost efficient deltJIIsc of' the Uuion, aud 
while it will smother I'el.elliou, it will destroy the 

,curse thnt caused it. 
On the 22d of May, the Will' Depllrtment issued 

a ~eneral order (No. 143) estahlishillg n bureau in " 

, 
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the Adjutant.General's office .for tllC ' ol'ganir~'ltion . 
of colored regimellts, wllCreby the ~ystem of em· 
ploying them as part of tlle ti'rccs of the Unitptl 

. States has become the fixed and pernumelit policy 
of the Govel'Dment. That policy, slInctiolle,l II)" 

Congress, carried into practical effect by the Go\"· 
el'llment, lllls heen IIpproved by the general consent 
of wise and patriotic nieli. The country cannot ' 
afford to lose the aid of it.s best and cllief snpport. 
ers in the SQuth .• 

The employment of colored troops, it i tl'lH', .. 
was in tIle heginJling' experimental. The law of . 
1862, which first authorized them to entcr tIle . . 
service, provid.ed no means of, payment. 

The second law, whic)) permitted their employ. 
ment, authorized them to be paid ten dollars pel' 
month and one ration per day. This law was, 
however, made with reference to thQse who by 
force of arl~lS, or .by provisions of statutes, hatl 
been recently freed from 'bondage. ' 

The important class of colored soldiers from tIle 
Free States were probably not in the contempla. 
tion of Congress when .framing tllese Acts. Rut 
now, while colored men are admitted to be citizens 
of several of the Northern 'States and of the 
United States, and since the Conscription Act 
makes no distinction between white and colored . 

citizens, but requires them equally, to be enrolled 
and drafted in the forCe!! of the United States, 
there seeins to ,be no reason why ·such citizens 
should not, when volunteering to serve the conntry, 
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hc plac('d upon the Sllmo footing with other s()ldier~ 
,,~ regarc\ti their p:Ly and honnty. 
, .The at.tclltioll of Congrc~s will lie Ilircctcd ·to 

this sul,ject" and fl'om the generous 1l1!U\lH' r in 
which they lli\\'o h'olltclI thl~ soldiers herctl.fort', 
it cannot he rloubted that they wiil honor them· 
seh'cs by .doing full justice to those of c,'ery color, 
who mil)' ronnel the Union fla ... i.n time of j'illblic 
danger. 

llut I do not furget that the 'colored soldiers 
are not fighting for pay. They will not let their ' 
enemies reproach tllCm with being lUcan, Il-~ well 
as cowardly. They will not 10tie tllis, their first 
c\ullIce, to vindicate their rig.h t to be called and 
treated as l]1en. Pay or no pay, they will mlly 
round that ban ncr of freedom which shall soon 
flont over a country that contains no "lave within . . 
it~ borders. 

The policy of the Government is Ji.1:ed and im
movable. Congress has passed the irre" ocable 
Acts of Emllncipntion. The Supremo Court of the 
United Stlltes hllve unanimoutily decided thllt, since 
July 13, 18tlI, we Illwe becn engaged. in 1\ terri· 
torial civil Will" aml hllve full belligel'ent rights 
Ilgainst the inhabitants of the rehellious districts. 
The President has issued proclamations under his 
hand and seal. Abmh/lln Lincoln tnh'S 110 ·back· 
ward step., A mall ollce Ilmde .free by lllw CIllllIOt 
be again Illalle a slave. The Government lIas no . 
power, if it had .tho will, to do it. Olllllilmtence 
alone can re.~slllve a freeman. FellI' not that the . 
Administration will ever take the back trl\ck: 
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. The Presiden wishes the, aid of nil Amel:je:lIlS of 
/whate"er ' descent 0 1' color, tch'tt!feild the countl')', 
, Ire wishes every citizen to share the perils of the 
contest,-and to 1'0IIp th(l.fl'uiits of victory_ . 

Very respec.tfully, > 
, . " 

your obedient ·sel'vnht, 

WILLIAM WIIITING, 

• 
, . 

' . .. 
. ' EIH~UD Gn,BERT, E~q" ~ • 

New York Ci'ty, 
• 
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• 
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