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cut? 

Haven. 

(1) 

Where were you born, Mr. Parisi? 

In Newtown, Connect1cut. In •••••• 

In Newtown. Connecticut? 

Yes, Un1ted States or Amer1ca. 

What year were you born? 

In 1913-

1913? Now at how long d1d you l1ve 1n Newtown, Connect1-

A •••• from •••• a ••• unt1l four years old. 

Unt1l you were four years old? 

Yeh, from then we went to New Haven. the city of New 

In 19l7? 

1917. 

And a how long d1d you stay in New Haven? 

Until I was a seven years. I went to the grade school 

for two years over there 1n New Haven. 

All r1ght now, what d1d your father do when you l1ved 

in Connecticut? 

He was work1n' on the ra1lroad. 

Your father was a ra1lroad worker? 

He was, yes. 

Was he a ra1lroad worker 1n Newtown als01 

He a •••• he covered the area Newtown, New Haven •••• a ••• 

Bridgeport and so forth there. 

In other words the company moved your father around? 

Well, he was ••• a ••• he start as a laborer and then he 



(2) 

came up as ••• a ••• like an inspector e.n a railroad. 

So he was just moved from place to place? 

Yeh. 

And the family? 

That • s right. 

Was your mother in this country, too? 

Yes. 

Now a •••• how long did your father stay in New Haven? 

Until 1921. 

Unt1l 1921, where dId he ge then? 

He went back to Italy. We all went back to Italy. 

First us in 1920 and later, yea:r later my :father. 

two s1sters. 

you go back? 

Now when you say "t1rstus." who do you mean? 

My mether and, and tour kids,myself, my brother and 

Now you all went back to Italy? Where in Italy did 

In a Castell' Morrone. 

Castell' Marrone? Now where is Castell' Marrone? 

A near Caserta. 

And Oaserta is near what? 

And it's a •••• 1t's a near Naples. 

Near Naples. Now why did your father dec1de to send 

the t~lly back to Italy? 

We went back for while - not to stay. While he was 

over there, the 1mmigrat10n closed and riot one of us could come back. 

I was the only one come back in 1930. 

Now a ••••• 1f the immigrat10n closed, how did the 

immigration attect you because you were born in this country and you 

were ••••••• 



of s1xteen. 

Not affeot me, that's why I oome baok alone at the age 

Well, how about your brothers? Were they born here, too? 

Yes, one of them and he's already. here. 

He's here now? 

He's here. 

Now a., •••• what. was, what d1d you say the reason was for 

you all go1ng back, just for a vis1t? 

For a v1s1t wlth the a mother and father. 

In other words that's your grandmother and grandfather? 

My grandmether and grandfather on beth sides. 

All right now, what year aga1n was thls that yeu went baok? 

In 19 ••••• we lett ln the United States 1919; we arrlved 

in Italy ln 1920, January the sixth of 1920. 

Now a ••••• when you get baok to Italy ln 1920, were you 

living w1th your grandparents there? 

Yes. 

A •••• what did you do a when you were stuck baok in Italy 

so that you oouldn't oome baok to the United States? 

you do? 

I went to school there for awhile. 

And •••• a ••• after you f1n1shed school there, what did 

I was working on a farm. 

You worked on a. farm? 

Yes. 

What sort of work did you do on a farm? 

All sort of work, 11ke a laborer. 

I see. 

We had our own farm. 

Oh, I ••••• so it was a family farm? 
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Faml1y farm, yes. 

You farmed for yourself? I want to ask you one questlon 

golng back a llttle blt further, golng back to the tlme before you 

went baok to Italy. 

Yes. 

While you were 11vlng in the Unlted States in Connecticut, 

whl1e you were a 11ving in Conneotlcut and a golng to school, how 

were you treated? 

I was treated all rlght at t~at time. 

Uh huh. When you say at that time, what, why did you 

say "at that tlme?" Is it because ••••• some partlcular reason? 

Italians? 

Yes, it was not 11ke a today. 

A ••••• the school where you went, were they mostly all 

No, they were mixed. Th.y were mixed - all whites. 

They were all whlte but were they mostly of Italian 

desoent or •••••• 

Well, they were all nationality there as I remember be

cause I was only seven years old. 

I see. Now a •••• when you were in Italy - I'm going 

back to Italy now - after you were caught over there, you were working 

on the farm and so forth, Mussolinl came to power. 

Yes, I was, I was golng on to school at that time. 

What was thea in Castell' Marrone about Mussolini, 

did peeple like him there or did they dislike him? 

Well, they had a ••••• there was two parties there -

one favored the king and the one favored Mussolini. But Mussollni 

was a more, more power than the king at that time, when I used to 

go to school there. 

And you say he had more power? 
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Yes. 

Was this in the village that you lived he had morepowerY 

Yes. 

Uh ••• did the ••• a ••• the people - then they apparently 

supported Mussolini1 

Well, the majority of them had to whether they like it 

or not, had to. But as I remember when he went into power, he did 

a lot of good for the people. 

What sort of ohanges did you see in the village where 

you lived? 

That village before it no have no eleotricity and 

Mussolini put electricity there". That partioular village was dirty 

and filty and Mussolini sweeped the street. He employed people to 

sweep the street and it was a, a dirt road. He swept them a out be

oause there is a lot of animals used to go there: sheep, cattle, 

horses and a.ll that. And a make sure tha.t the place were a kept 

olean. 

Uh huh. 

He employ a lot of a people throughout the a, th~ a 

little town to sweep and clean and keep her clean. 

And then aocording to what you're saying right now, 

the man certainly wasn't the tyrant ••• a ••• you speak of a dicta

to as being a bad man. He wasn't the bad man. 

He was not the bad man, no. Lot of them they say they 

should need one of them of each little town like there. They need 

a Mussolini in each town to keep the place right, cl ••• clean and 

put people to work. 

Now a •••• certainly in this area he did a lot of good. 

Did you or were you acquainted with anybody who was in any politics 

at that time? 
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No, I was only a kld. 

You were just a young kid? 

Just, just, Just a tel11ng you what I used to bear. 

I see. D1dn't you ever hear of anyone talk aga1nst 

Mueso11n1 there? 
J 

Ob, there was a lot of them used to talk aga1nst, yes. 

Do lfOu remember what k1nd of people they were who 

talked aga1nst hlm? 

Mostly the one who had a lot of money. 

In ether words the wealthy people 1n the country? 

The wealthy people, yes. 

But the poor people thought he was pretty goodt 

But the poor people was mostly for. 

I see. Now a •••• go1ng up to 1930 now, during the per10d -

when dld Italy invade Eth1op1a, do you remember? 

Well, I was here at ~hattlm~. 

You,were here? Well, how about a ••• well, Alban1a, 

when d1d they 1nvade-Alban1a? Were you 1n Italy when they 1nvaded 

Alban1a? 

States? 

here. 

I •••• 1t was after '30, 1sn't 1t? 

After '30's? I be11eve sot 

Yes, because I was here. 

Yes, bow d1d you a decide to come back to the Unlted 

Because I don't want to stay to Italy any more. 

A •••• why d1d •••• why din't you want to stay 1n Italy? 

Because I want to come back here. It's my country 

This was your country? 

That's right. 



But your whole family was over there, right? 

Don't make any difference. I wanted the whole family 

to come over here. They couldn't come here. I inquire the Foreign 

Affairs Board, the Foreign - the one take care the citizen abroad -

I cOuldn't do nothing. My mother, my father had to be sixty years 

ot age tor me to brlng them over here and I couldn't do it. 

In other words, they wouldn't let any of them come over. 

No, no. 

Now when you decided ••• a ••• to come back anyhow, how 

dld you go about making arrangements to come to the United, the 

United States? 

My tat her had to find two men to take care of me here 

untl1 I was twenty-one because I was a minor. One of them on the 

ship which his name was Frank Frlsco. He took care ot me on the 

ship tll1 ~ docked in New YorkOity. From New York City, ot course, 

we all come here to Wl1mlngt.on now also Frank Frisco. We all came 

a together. But he was responsible tor me on the boat. The American 

Consul suggest all that. 

I see. Now ••••• 

Because I was a minor. 

O.K. Where dlloU catch the shlp to come over to the 

United States! 

In Naples. 

In Naplese Do you remember the name ot the ehj·p? 

Volcania. 

Velcanla? !hat was an Itallan ship? 

An Italian liner, yes. 

A •••• how long did it take to come across. 

Twelve days. 

It took twelve days? Now a dld it stop anywhere along 
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tbe wa'Y';.'or did it come straight across? 

Yeh, it stopped at Gibraltar. 

Just a Gibraltar? 

That's all. 

Did it pick up anybody else at Gibraltar or did it just 

pick up or drop a-argo? 

A ••••• I didn't see it. I didn1t remember that but 

they, they stop there for cargo or maybe they piCk up some passengers. 

I don It know. 

Now, in so far as passengers aboard the Volcania, were 

they almost all Italians on board? 

There were some Americans. 

Some Am ••••• but were these Italian-Americans or ••• ' ••• 

A ••••• some were American, real Americans. Some ot 

them were Italian-Americans, yes. 

so forth? 

I see. Now, how were the oonditions aboard the ship? 

It was perfect. It was good. 

Good oonditions. Did they have everybody in oabins abd 

Yes. 

They d1dn't have any steerage, d1d they? 

No, we have all cabins. 

All cabins. All right now, once you came to the United 

S\ates, you came w1th this Frank Prisoa, you say? 

Yeh,came r1ght in Delaware here. 

Was this man a relat1ve of yours? 

No relative at all. Just from same a town in 1t&ly. 

Oh, he had already been in this country? 

He had already been here, yes. 

And he went tor a visit? 
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For a visit, yes. 

Did he have a family in this oountry? 

A ••• • not ••• he had a •••• his unole. His mother and 

his father wer, were living in Italy at that time. .And that's who 

he went to visit, his own a mother and father-. 

Did he have a wite and ohildren over here? 

He got mar •••• he got married over there and he left his 

wite there and bis wife came to the United States early thirties. 

In the e·arly thirties? 

Ye h, '31, '32, somewhere like that.· '33 maybe, I don't 

remember exaotly a ••••• 

A now, onee you oame here, wno was respensible tor you 

here? 

Well, I had a, a unole. His name was Alex Mauro and 

a Alex Rella(?). 

Were they both your uncles? 

No, just one ot tnem was my unole. The other one was 

a triend of the family. 

I see. Now, when you said they were respensible for you 

in this oountry, in what way were they responsible tor you? 

The reason I was, I was a minor. 

Yes, you were a minor. 

And the United Sta.tes Government will.not support any

body a.s a minor. That's a why you have to have these persons to 

guarantee tor me if I need anything until I beoame a man. Whioh 

I didn't need them at all. 

Now, when you first oame here - well, when you first came 

here along in 1930, where did you live? 

With Louie DiCessa.polla(?). 

With Louie DiCessa.polla? Now, when you lived with LOuie, 
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did you have a job at that time? Do you remember? 

Yes, I was work at the leather factory. 

Did you speak English at that t1me? 

A •••• few words. 

Just very little? 

Very l1ttle. 

How, how d1d you get along at the leather factory? 

I got along pretty good. 

A •••• were there other Ital1ans who worked there? 

Yes, mixed. 

D1d they help you? 

No, they d1dn't. They used to stop me working. I was 

too fast for them. 

Oh, really? 

Yeh. 

In other words they used to try to hold you back? 

Yeh, that's r1ght. 

Now ••• a ••• how d1d you get the job? D1d you ••• a ••••• 

Alex------- got me the job. 

Alex Rella (?) got you the job? 

Yes. 

How long did you work at the leather factory? 

I work over there off and on f1ve years. For one whole 

year straight and the rest was a couple days a month because there 

was a depression here at that time. 

I see. 

There was no work at all. 

A •••• after the Depression started to ease up a b1t, did 

you continue work1ng at the leather factory? 

Yes, I went to work at Eioomenthall's. 
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At Bloomenthall's? 

Yes. 

Where was, where WaS this? 

That's on a Front and Monroe Street. 

Front and Monroe? 

Yes. 

Was that also a leather factory? 

Yes. 

Where did you work before? What was the leather factory 

that you a were you wo ••••• 

A ••• the name was a •••• the leather factory where I was 

workin' at before, it va s name was a..... I can't remember. It's 

a really funny name. 

Where was it located? 

It's located 208 West Fourth Street. It's no longer 

there. It went out of business during the Depression. 

I see. 

It was a name that it's hard to remember so many years 

past. 

Right now during that time, during the Depression in 

the early thirties, what did you do for entertainment when you weren't 

working? Now you were a young man. 

do. 

A ••••• we do nothing. I no have no money to do anything. 

A ••••• there's, there was absolutely nothing you could 

Nothing to do. 

A •••••• what did you do, just associate with friends 

and talk and ••••••• 

That's all. 

That was it? 
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Just friends. That's it beoause you no have no money 

to go anywhere. 

I see. Did you ever join any clubs like Sons of Italy 

and Sons of Columbps or •••••• 

NO, I used ~o go there but I'm not 8; member. 

Uh huh. How about a church? Did you used to belong 

to any organizat.ions of the church? 

Yes, I used to belong to the St. Anthony's, St. Anthony's 

Olub. 

st. Anthony's Club? 

I belong to the American Legion. 

Now, but you didn It belong to the American Legion then 

did you? 

Not then, but I am now. 

All right now, when we came out of the Depression, you 

went. to work at this leather factory at Fourth and a ••••••• 

Yes. 

Fourth and Monroe you say? No, Front and Monroe. 

Front and Monroe. 

How long did you stay there? 

I stay over there, it was about ••• a ••• eight or nine 

monthe •. 'fhen trom there I went to work at the Allied Kid on Fifth 

and Church. I werk there about seven years. 

left? 

How were the working conditions there? 

It was all right. 

Now, you say you worlt;ed there about seven years? 

Yeh. 

What year was it that you quit work there, that you 

When I went the army, in the army in 1942. 
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In 19421 Were you drafted in the army? 

Yes. 

A •••• how were conditions when you went in the army? 

That was all right. 

Did you enJoy working in the army? 

Well, I was drilling there. 

Well, yeu didn't have much choice. What was your job 

I was a corporal. 

A corporal, a oorporal of what? What a ••••• 

A drill, drilling man. 

In drilling? 

Yeh. 

O.K. Now •••• a •••• most poeple got a speoialty of some 

sort in the army. Were you a in the slgnal cQrps, infantry, or •••••• 

No, I was a when I first went in there, I was in infantry. 

I was in seven seventy-second. It waS an KP battalion. 

Uh huh. 

And then from there I a I got transfered the medical 

corps. Then I used to drill a men there for awhile. Then when I 

was there awhile, they put me in a running a mess hall. 'rhen I run 

a that a mess hall quite a bit, about seven months. 

What were you doing when you were running a mess hall? 

Well, I was doing everyth1ng there. I was handle men. 

I had seventeen men under me all the time. 

Uh huh. 

Others couldn It handle that mess hall. It was too big 

of a job and then they put me there till I got hurt over there. 

I see. How did you get hurt, do you remember? 

Well, I got pain in there, start to get dizzy, and I 
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pass out. I was in the hospital torty-two days. 

I see. O.K. When did you oome out of the army? 

I was right around a Ju- July or August of 194,. 

rhat you oame out? 

Yes. 

Was this a due to this a 1njury you received? 

Yes. I got a, I got. a medioal d1soharge. 

I see. Now, when you came out, what did you a •••• 

wh ••• where did you go to work? 

department. 

on the top. 

I went to work at the Amer1can Car and F.un~y •. 

Yes. 

And how long d1d you stay there? 

A ••••• from 194' to 1948. 

I see. 

I was 1n charge over there of reproduct1on ••• a •••• 

I see. 

I went ever there as a wor~er and then I got a, I came a 

And what d1d you do after, after that? 
I , 

The shu - the oompany shut down. 

What d1d they do, go out of bus1ness here? 

Yes, went out of business here, yes, 1n Delaware. 

I see. 
, 

I went to work at a Edgemoor Iron Workers - the same 

job I went a work over the~e as a, as a worker and a I became the 

top man there, too. 

I see and what sort of work were you doing there? 

Reproduct1on, same thing. 

Reproduction again? 



(15) 

Yes. 

Now, a, this a pretty much a brings us up to a to 

around what, what year do you recall off hand? 

A ••••• 1949 to 1953, then that company shut down also. 

I was the last man out of there. 

Uh huh. And then what did you do ,after that? 

Well, after that I went a work here and I went to work 

at Congoleum Iron and I got layed off from there. Then from there 

I went to work Wilmington Blueprint and Service. 

Uh huh. That's, that W11m1ngton Bluepr1nt Serv1ce, 

where was that, downtown 1n Wilm1ng~on? 

Downtown, yes. It was same,type of work, ateel-1ron. 

O.K. a. ••••• wh.en you look back on a the years that you 

spent in this country, a ••• you were here, you were born here and 

then you left. How old were you aga1n when you left here to go back 

to Italy for a visit? 

'Twenty-one years old. 

No, when you left here to go back to Italy? 

Yen, I left here I was twenty, twenty-one years - 1937 

about twenty-three years old. I took a trip in a 1937. 

Oh,back to Italy again? 
J 

Yes, I went and visit my mother and. father. I was a 

only was a 11ving there for a forty days and I came back. I just 

went therefor a Visit. 

Uh huh. 

Not to stay, just a vis1t. 

I mean when you went back with your mother when you 

were just a little boy. How old were you then?' 

Seven. 

You were seven? 
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Yeh. 

You, went ba.ck there and you stayed how many years now? 

A •••• from '20 to '30 bout not quite ten years, about 

Not quite. In other werds yeu were seven. 

Ten years, yeh. 

Right, you were about seventeen when you came back. 

I was not quite sevent- I was 'going to be seventeen in 

September and I got here in May. 

Yes, in other w0rds you came back here and you sta.yed 

here about four, five years and then you took another visit back to 

Italy? 

Seven, yeh. 

A ••••• to go back and see your parent,s. Have you ever 

been back since that time. 

Since when, a'ince 1937'1 

Since 1937, yes. 

I went there to see them in 1951. Then we went there in 

1960, me and my wife. Then I went in 1964 alone. She wan-she no 

want to come because she say she got sick on the other side. 

I see ••• a ••• where you ••• a ••• you had an opportunity to 

see the United states at different periods of time with short sepa

rations in between and also you've had an opportunity to see Italy 

at different periods of time with separat10ns. Now if you were to 

try to characterize some of the difference and changes that you've 

seen in Italy, bow would you characteriz.e itl Now, I'm, I'm speak

ing of the little town, Quit.ell' Morrone, where your parents lived. 

HOW would you say ••• a ••• the town has changed over a period of years. 

You know •••••• 

Oh yeh, it's changed a whole lot. Now they got water, 
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which they no have a before. 

they have running water? 

Running water, yes. A •••• they have electricity, as I 

say. They no have a before, elect~1e-electrical power. They have 

a mills which they grind wheat and corn and all. They no have be

fore and they got it now. 

How did they use to grind the a wheat before? 

By water before. See, they have water they grind it. 

If they no have no water, that's it - just lay, lay there. Now it's 

everything by electrioity now •••• a •••• it's a lot of differenoe be

tween there and this thirty-five years agO. 

O.K. Now, how about this country? 

Why this country? 

What d1fferences have you seen here? For example, you 

went back to Italy - well, you were born here in 19l3? 

Yeh. 

And you went back to Italy in 1920, wasn't it 1920 you 

went back to Italy? 

Yes, yes. 

Uh huh and then TOU came back here in 19301 

Yes. 

What differences did you, did you notioe any differenoes 

between when you left 1n 1920 and when you came baok in •••• l 

realize you were just a little boy. 

Oh yeh, there's a lot of differenoe. When I came here 

in 1930, in the house we got electric. In 19 •••• 20 we had a gas 

light in our house. 

Uh huh. 

In 1930 they start to' come out with heat in the house 

here. In 1920 they use to have these grea' big, black stoves - coal. 
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Yes, in the kitchen. 

In the kitchen, yes. 

And that was the only place you had a stove, right' 

Well, that's a, that's the way we use to live here. 

I don't know about others because I was too small to know. 

How about bathrooms in the house? 

Well, I don't remember that. I was too small to remem

ber that. But they must, they must have had in those days because 

they had a running water. They must have had that too, but I don't 

remember that. 

Uh huh. NOw~ & you came back here, you came back here in 

1930 to stay, right? 

Yes. 

And a now in 1930 you must, YOU were a yeung man. You 

were sixteen, seventeen years old. You certainly had some opinions 

formed as to how a man should live and everything else. What com

parison could you make at that time between the way you. lived here in 

this country and the way you lived in Italy? 

Oh, one hundred percent better here. 

Uh huh, how would you, why would you say that it Was 

one hundred? 

Because it's a more convenience here, better werkin' 

condition here, and it's a better all the way around on my knowledge. 

Uh huh, were you ever treated badly because you were 

an Italian? 

A lot ot plaoes they did, yes. They used to call me -

I was a "damn woP." 

Uh huh, tor what reason did they call you names? 

We don't know. 

Ne reason at all. They never gave you any rea8en? 
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No reason. 

I see ••• a •• oould you thlnk of any places that they 

called you names? 

Well. wh11e I'm on the job, when I used to work at 

leather factory, they used to call'me that. 

names? 

Really? 

Yeh. 

A lot of plaoes. 

What was your ••••• 

Rostly on the job. 

What was your reactlon toth1s, when they called you 

Well, I used to get mad. YOu •••• heh., neh •••• you wanted 

to punoh them ln the mouth. That's what you want to do. 

Uh huh. Dld the ••• a ••• offic1als of the company eYer 

••••• did the boss on the job, did he ever ••• a •• make any comments 

to you or anything 11ke that? 

No, the bosses on the job, a lot of them didn't 11ke 

a •••• but ••• a •• if he was his own nat1onality, he let him a go. Other 

than his own nationa11ty, he probably bawl him out. 

Yes, I see. Now, 1f you were to look back a ••• a •••• 

on your l1f'e,in this country and think about various changes that have 

taken place and the various conditions that have· changed ln so f'ar 

as your living is concerned, what would you ctalracterlze, what would 

you say was maybe the blggest ohange that took place 1n the years 

that you've 11ved in this country? 

The biggest a change that a has been made was a Roosevelts 

a made them, he was the f'1rst one then Truman follow. 

Well, what kind of' changes were they? 

He made a lot of' changes - 8001al security, money ln the 
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bank has been saved a by the people that have a savings in the bank. 

If they a went out, the bank closed up, the money was guaranteed and 

glve to the people - guaranteed by the government. And there's a 

lot, a lot of other things towards that, towards the poor working 

peeple. Has been lot, all those ohanges and all Roosevelt made those 

ohanges. As I remember, 1930 the banks used to close and they couldn't 

get the money. '!'hey were just out of luck. A lot of them became 

suioide as I remember. A lot of them. jump out ot thebuild1ngs. 

They lost all the1r money_ A lot of them had a stocks and a stock 

a market and they a let of them 'oame suiclde. 

I see a lot ot them •••••••• 

They no have no money at all any more - the survlvor. 

In other words you th.ink the biggest change then ls that 

a the a •••• legislation that Roosevelt a ••••••• 

Roosevelt, yes. 

Called rc-r and a •••• and some of the stuff he had pushed 

through has ,made l1fe more secure and better for the Amer10an people? 

That t sright. 

O.K. Is there anythlng else that you could say about 

your 11fe in this country •••• a •••• 

Well, the only thing I could say i8 I llke this country 

much better than Italy. 

Uh huh. 

Even so that I am Italian descent, this, this is my 

country here, as I could say - America. I was born and raised here. 

O.K. Do you have anything else that you, you have 

nothing else, that's it? 

That's it. 

O.K. 

(TAPE OFF' AND THEN ON) 
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A •••• how would a you describe your life in this country? 

Would you des •••• say that it has been an easy life or a hard life? 

Well, I work hard all my life. Everything I have I 

work for. I ••• a ••• workin' different places and now I am self-em

ployed and the reason why I am self-employed a this present time, I 

couldn't get a job after I passed forty. It's tough for a person 

past forty to get a job so I was a forced to open a store. When the 

Edgemoor Iron Work close up, that I was workin' on reproducttion, I 

••• a ••• became.'round forty, forty-ene, or forty-two years of age, 

I went work the Bancroft in. there. I went a work a Pennsylvania 

Railroad. I got layed off from there. I just couldn't hold a job 

anywhere because the Pennsylvania Railroad they keep you bumping when 

they get slack. And I was out of work and all these places that I go 

went to work, first man's ge~ layed off it was the last man in be

cause they have a union today. And the~ look after those things as 

age. 

.A.h, seni~rity on the job. 

Seniority on the job and the age that means a whole lot. 

Yes. 

Once you get layed off of one job, you try toget:aIlother. 

~teryou past forty, you have a tough time to get one. 

A ••••• when if you were to pick out any particular period 

of time since you've been here, when was your life the hardest? 

The life of the hardest it was 1n early '30's. 

In the early '30's? 

Yes. 

Why was it the hardest then? 

Because at those days, there was no jobs, no jobs at all. 

You a couldn't even buy a job. And at if there was any job around, 

they a used to prefer a married man.· And a single person he was just 
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out of luck. 

I see. When would you say your life has been the 

easiest? 

Well •••••••• 

Now, I realize that a ••• a ••• you've always worked 

hard, but when I say when would you say that your life has been the 

easiest? When have things run the smoothest for you? When have 

you enjoyed your work the most? 

At the time that I used to work in the office. 

Where, where was this? 

In a, since a 1943 to 1953. 

You worked in the office? 

In the office on a reproduct1on. They was my eas,. ~ 

easiest a and smoothest life I ever had it was t1me in there. I 

used to work hard but mostly it was a responsibility that I used to 

have, but I didn't m1nd a that at all. 

You enjoyed baving that resonsibility? 

I enjoyed, yes. 

Do you think a, a this sense of respons1bility that you 

have •••• a ••• the enjoyment a - one might say a pleasure in being a 

••• a responsible person, baving responsibility, do you think this is 

one of the things that a pushed you into business a of your own? 

No, no, what pushed me into business is the age. When 

these places shut down, I don't have no choice. 

Yes. 

I couldn't get a Job. 

Right. 

It',llas tough for me to get a job. And coupl. ••. two or 

three different times, I was out of work at two or three months at 

the time before I got another one. 
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Uh huh. 

And when they a - before they a hire a person a past 

forty, if they a can't a get a younger man and then they put the 

man in the forties to work. 

I see. 

Others you 3ust don' t have no chance whatsoever. 

O.K. Now, in so far as your business is concerned, 

would you say it is a successfu~ business? 

Well •••••• a successful business belongs to people who 

have a money to spend. 

Right. 

If they have a no money, you Just have to struggle 

along. 

That's right. A ••••• would you say that you felt more 

secure now with your business? Would you say that you felt more 

secure working for yourself than working for someone else as you 

had before? 

Well, I don't have any choice. I have to have the store 

because I'm fifty-four years old now - I just can't get a job no 

where. 

you? 

lay you off. 

Yeh, I know but I mean you enjoy having the store, don't 

Yes. 

You enjoy the workt 

Yes. 

You feel. secure, I mean a here nobody can fire you or 

No, I'm my own boss. 

You're your own bass, right. 

Yes. 



Do you think you prefer be1ng your own boss to working 

for someone else? 

Well, right now I have, a1n't got no chance as r say. 

I have to be my own boss. 

O.K. 

I have to have the store. 

All r1ght now, in the years before you. a came back to 

the Un1ted States a ••••• the re11gious life of many of the Ita11ans 

1M not the easiest thing in the world b.ere in th1s area. For ex

ample if you go back to the early 1900's, you'll find that there 

were some churches that had an Ita11an Mass before St. Anthony's 

Church was founded and a ••••• the Italian, could only go to that I

talian Mass. They wouldn't let him in church for an~ other Mass. 

There were a couple of churches - did you ever run into any of 

that sort of discr1minat1on in th1s country? 

Yes, I did. A •••• there was a woman one time •••• and 

a •••• she used to go to St. Peter and she was a Italian descent, 

but she was born here in Delaware. She s1ts right a along side a 

this woman and she says, "Move over, wop." 

In church? 

In church. Unt11 Ita11an people got their own church 

up St. Anthony and got Father 'l'ucker ahead of them. 

I see. What would you say your re11gious life was 

l1ke 1n this country:? Would you say 1t was a sat1sfactory exper1-

ence for you' 

Well, when I e:ame here, I tind St. Anthony's Ohurch. 

For me was all r1ght. I don't see no d1fference. 

I see. 

But the, the old Italian people they had the trouble. 

So you really d1dn't exper1ence any d1ff1cult1es? 



No. 

Of this nature. 

Ne, no, not me. 

(25) 

The whole time you were here? 

I 3ust a hear what they's a tell me. 

I see. 

That's the only experience I have, what they tell me. 

All right, fine. Well, I think that about covers it. 

(END OF TAPE) 
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