Vienna, June 13, 1934.

I read in the FREIE PRESSE this morning a despatch
from Berlin to the effect that Hanfstaengl is going to
the United States to attend the class reunion at
Harvard., He has been talking about this for almost a
year, but when I saw him Just the day before I left
Berlin and asked him if he were going, he said that
he was too busy and felt sure that he could not make
it. The facet, of course, is, as you know, that he
has been extraordinarily eager to go, and unbalanced
as he may be in some directions and absolutely un-
ashamed as he is in some ways, he felt that he might
be exposing himself to snubs and that he had better
stay home. On the other hand, his prestize has been
steadily going down and he can hardly dare to admit
what the real situation is, s0 he has never been able
to reconcile himself to the thouzht of not going. I

Dear Moffat:

know that he made inquiries in a good many dire
about the advisability of his going, and gathered
impression that he had better stay home. 'hat has
brought about this sudden change of mind, if the no-
tice I gee this morning is correct, I cannot imagine,

I kanow that you do not need any informa
cerning Hanfstaengl, but there is one thing which
thought I should tell you, which only came
attention when I returned to Berlin from leave
home and which gives a clear indication of the
character., Just a few weeks before I left Berlin,
one of my German friends, who happens to be a Hazi
of importance, told me that he thought I should know
what Hanfgstaengl had been trying to put over regarding
me, He said that while I was home on leave - it sgeems
that it was in February of this year - a well known
German of the old régime, who is now in business and
whom I know quite well, was talking with Frierce, who
is the President of the American Chamber of Commerce

Jay Pierrepont Moffat, Esquire,
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Washington, D. C.
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in Berlin, Pierce is an American whose father, I think,
was at one time an Assistant Secretary of State. He

has some connection with the General Electrie, and when
I cleaned up the American Chamber of Commerce in Germany
several years ago, I had them put in Fierce as the new
president. I thought he would make a good man for the
Job, but circumstunces soon showed that I had made a
mistake, which, however, did not seem to be a serious
one, 80 we let him alone in the Job. He dces not seem
to be a very well balanced person, dnu is apparently
completely unﬁ@r the domination of h 1is uife, wvho 1is

more unbalanced than he is and is a violent anti-Semite.
Mrs. Plerce was most imprudent in what she said concern-
ing events in Germany and became a very pronounced
Nagi, I think entirely because of her sympathy with
the ﬁti~w;» tic activities of the

Liezce, who is not :

believe has any
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hel in his basiﬂcss. The next thing that happened
was +h1t my friend received a telephone call from Hanf-
staengl's office that he was to come to Kgb office at

a particular hour., He was surprised, but went, and
when he arrived in Hanfstaengl's office he found Fierce
there. iuawbﬁaen; asked py friend, "You know
Messersnith?" {to which my friend rekliﬂd

lanfstaengl then bdiu, "Messers sm th ha ‘

friends, do you know who some of them 3ﬂc5*

my friend replied that he did not know who my

were, but that he had reason to believe uhat

ﬂ@ruzn friends, but that he was hardly in a

88y who ny Lridem were,

ianfstaengl then bluntly said that I was very un-
friendly to the German Government and to the German
people and that he was making a protoecol of the criti-
cism which I had made of the Hational Soeialist Party
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Nazi circles
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The whole thing was ridiculous and foolish,

and I am merely telling it to you now so that you have
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