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Tnterview with Miss (Quaesita uUrake, retired professor of chemistry at the
Women's College and the University of lelaware, July 12, 1066, by John H,
Gauger.
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« + .« Quaesita Drake, retired professor of chemistry, first at the
Nelaware Yomen's College and later at the University of Delaware.
The interview was conducted on July 12, 1966 by John H. Cauger.
Dr. Drake, why did you first enter the field of education? Who
got you interested in it7

Ch, I wanted to teach from the time I was a child, almost. I suppose
really one's always influenced by a friend or a close relative, and I
was extremely fond of my mother's sister, and she was a teacher, and

I always wanted to teach. £nd after I entered Vassar, there wasn't
any question when I started to take chemistry at Vassar--I'd had a
yvear in high school--and I knew I wanted to be a chemist., I don't
think any phase of industrial chemistry entered my head--it didn't
Tor most women. Most women had to tezch chemistry, tut I never wanted
to do anything else except teach it. 4And when I graduated from Vassar,
T stayed on as a graduate student for a year, and then I taught in the
Chemistry Department there for three years, two years as an assistant
and one year as an instructor., And during the last part of the time,
I lived in the dcrmitory, the head of which was Winifred Robinson who
afterward was the dean of the Women's College. And of course that is
ny immediate connection with the Women's College.

That's why you came to Delaware?

Yes, very definitely., I first came down Jjust to call on her one after-
noon before I went to Chicago as a graduate student in the fall of '14,
The college had Jjust opened, and they weren't ready to open . . . and
I--oh, I suppose I staved here for atout an hour, My next direct as-
sociation with it was a telephone call--the last year . . . T expected
to spend the full year at Chicago--from Miss Robinson asking me if I
would come as instructor in chemistry at the fall of 1917. T had just
turned down a Jjob in Texas which started as chemistry and physics in

a small college whose name T've long since forgotten., 1 turned it

down ostensibly tecause they added biology to the other two sclences,
but it would have been a very difficult thing for me to do tecause my
parents were elderly and it would heave been just too far away. So

when ¥iss Rotinson phoned me--or telegraphed me, I guess it was, that
night, I didn't take very long to make the decision. Cf course the
salary was not munificent--it was the large sum of $1300.00, which was
Linaudib1e7 more then than i1t would bte foday, but nevertheless the war
had Tegun--we had been in it for several months at that time--and prices
were rising and 91300 was not even then very munificent. &o I came in
the fall that the first class were seniors. And the chemistry was me.
I was the Chemistry Department, ‘hen the Chemistry Department started,
or rather when the Women's College started, Ur. Penny, who was head of
the chemistry at Delaware (College, was presumably the head of the chem~
istry at the women's end Jjust as Dr. Sei£§erwﬁsp; was head of the -
English Department and Dr. tﬁounds like "Ball" !, T guess it was, head }
of the History Department. Zut Dr., Penny really didn't have time to
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to take that on his shoulders, and there was a young woman here who also
came from Yassar who had the peculiar combination of taking some of the
ohem1<try courses and also teaching physical education. She had been
picked bty the Department of Physical Iducation and the Chemistry Depart-
ment, including me, at Vassar, and she was here three years and then
decided that physical education was what she wanted to doand she went

to Wellesley and took that graduate course there and was some . . . oh,
many vears later, head of the physical educatlon at Vassar for a long
time. Her name was £lfreda Mosscroft Lspz and any of the people who
were here in the early days still talk about her a great deal . . .
about her and about a young assistant in English named Gertrude Erady
who came from Mount Holyoke and whom I never saw, I had no ., ., . she
had gone to California before I came here. But I inherited part of
Alfreda losscroft's jot. That first year . . . T don't think I did
anything tut work. I taught five different courses, all the groups
small, btut nevertheless five different courses when you've never planned
2 full course is quite a thing to tackle. £#nd 1 remember that I had

said to myself, "I'm not going to work on Zunday."” Dut T generally
worked from eight a.m. Monday morning 'til nine p.m. Saturday night.

Cf course I knew liss Robinson very well and the people who stand out
most in my mind as makzng really clgnlﬁiCint contritutions are Mrs.
Alfred Warner, who was one of the people who had the ides of re-intro- )
ducing higher education for women into the state, and _Frss Kobinson, Aﬁﬁ 5%
and I saw a great deal of the woman who had charge of the education
courses down at the Women's College, whose name was Mary Rich. But one
of the most vivid people that I remember was the young woman who came
here to teach tiology when I came here to teach chemistry. Her name

was Dora ¥Ware [sp?!. She had just gotten a Master's degree at the
University of Michigan. I think that almost all my early diversion

was with her, and that was partly because we had many interests in com-
mon. She was a botanist and I had teen trought up to learn about wild
flowers. She and I lived near each other, also. #nd she and I explored
the countryside together, %e collected chestnuts from what is now
Robscott Manor--and 1 mean real chestnuts, I 10n t mean horse chestnuts,
‘e used to walk up the lMill Race back of the |[sounds like "Curtis" .
Cnce in the spring we went .S far as Strickersville and in the fall of
17182, when the college wa osed for the flu epidemic, we walked to

lew Castle. And we were th talk of the town [inauditle! . ., . s0 T
really did see a great deal of her and she was a very vivid and inter-
esting person, She afterward married a man named Ted Hildebrandt [sp?w
who became the head of the Mathematics Uepartment at the University of
Michigan. Ils proper name was Theophile Henry Hildebtrandt, tut he was
commonly known as Ted. I think perhaps I should say a little tit about
living conditions. Tr-e college was getting to be too large for z single
dormitory, what is now ¥Warner Hall, which was then called Residence Hall.
There were two btuildings, Residence and Science, all living in Residence,
all classes in Science., The groundtreaking for Sussex Hall took place
in the fall of 1¢17. Put in the meantime, they needed more space for
living and there was what 7 call a doutle-house, a single-walled house
that faced Xentway, where Fiss Rich and I lived and there was an evwira
house a few doors up the street--I think it's the same house that's now
on Delaware Avenue facing . . . thal faces the colle s
sometimes called +@e@* Fall, where Dora Yare and
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was the assistant matron, lived. e ate there and we saw a great more--
much more of each other than ., . . of one another than would . . . we
would see the other Taculty., VWe moved down fto our offices to sleep in
the middle of the winter when the furnaces wouldn't run on soft coal
and they couldn't buy anv hard coal. This was the first year we were
in the war. Then of course we ate down in the regular dining roomn,
which was the basement of what is now Warner Hall . . . the kitchen
and the dining room and the storerooms and laundry used by the college
were all down in the basement, The conditions of the times, the war
and so on and the lack of very good transportation meant that we went
to Yilmington aimost not at all., I think that Dora and I went once fo
the theater . . . I think maybte a whole group of us did, one evening

to the theater in the whole year. O0f course I went to Philadelphisa,
tecause that's where my parents lived. £And there were good trains.

ut we were pretty much confined to Newark, and as Tar as transportation
within MYewark was concevnea, we were pretty much confined to where we
conld go on our own feet, Some yvears later, we used to walk farther

bv going up to a little rallroac station that's where the chopping cen-
ter is, taking the += by ‘Pomeroy Uivision‘% as far as we felt
like going and then walking PRCk. The railroad used to go from there
to . . . up through Avondale out to FPomercy, which i1s on the main line
of the Pennsylvania Rallroad. I%t was a state cutoff. And we used To
2o up to Thompson Station or to Yeckman or anywhere along there ., . .
picnic, Saturday afternoon there was a trmln at 2:00 and we'd get up
there, 2nd thev'd wait for us if we didn't get there; we'd say, "Ch, a
friend of mine is just coming down the Qtveet " and then we'd walk tack
to lWewark along the Creek Road., #nd it's the one thing in many parts
which has changed very little in the years that I have bteen here. It
still has the same kinds of woods and you can still find wildflowers
growing in the same places that they grew in those early days. Ané as
I say, it's almost the only thing that is really unchanged and we hope
it won't have to . . . I suppose the dam will change it, but . . . .

+,-.y

T thought perhaps you might be interested in knowing, i there was no
record of it, that in the Ta ll of 1918, as T have suggested, there

we.s a whole month in which the, completely closed on account of the
influenza, the big influenvw epidemic which struck here about the lst
of Cctober, I think it was the full month of October that we were
closed. Recause we were certainly back here when the Armistice was
declared. And while I think I remenber very vividly the first L SOUnC s
like "poppar”j of Fovember 1llth, what stands out in my memory far more
vividly ie the night of the so-called False frmistice when . .

That was Hovembar Gth, I think?

think it was, yes. Someone on the men's faculty had heen perhaps

was to Elkiton. Anyway, we all knew about the rumor, which we thought
& of course the truth at that time, and they brought back quantities

T .+ . vou know what T mean by sparklers? . . . which T think were

not illegal at that point, and we all gathered up and trought 'em . . .
this was o greatl occasion for the undergraduates, because they usually
weren't allowed off of the Women's College campus after nightfall. Zut

we weye all up on Iraw 1

ier #ield and everyhbody had sparklers and this
whole field was ablaze. And 1t is a most vivid and proper memory, it




seems to me, for the cloge of the war, much more so than the nmiddle of

the day when frmistice was officially declared and I guess there vas
parade and . . . I know ihere were no classes, But it wasn't the

same thing as this . . . that False prmistice with the night celebration

and the sparklers all over Frasgier Field, which was called “razier Fleld

even then, I think.

4s T said in the very teginning, 7 didn't do anything btut get my work
organized and get my papers corrected and get the laboratory set up
and so on, But a little bit later, T did tegin to branch out a tit,
somewhat to my surprise in one direction, particularly. I was prasi-
dent of the Yilmington branch of the A.A.U.U. from 1024 to '26, ‘here
was no other branch in the state of lelaware at that time. 2And loter
2 state organization in Ponnk]1vzn1d was Tormed, and we tecame z part
of that. 2nd in the early '30s T was president of that and at about
the same time, 1f not exactly the same time, I was secretary oi whot
they called the Forth 8tlantic Section, which was the division gbvt
incluced the Hew 5 ztes and . . . and 1 got the selaware

Ineland st
tion moved out of the southern section into that North Atlantic Se

because we had many more associations with Philadelphia than we dic
with Taltimore. So that's one of the things they remembered me for in

the local 2,407, &nd unfortunately at the same tine I was also sec-

retary of the section, the Jelzware section of the A.C,5., fmerican
Chemical Society. That uoczefv was . . . that section was formed he-
fore T came heve, and I don't think I went to any meetings that yeor.
Vr. Feme®t DuPont was the first president, and Christmas time, Decem-
ber of 1918, he gave a dinner for the then abouit 200 members of the
Am(r]:at Chemical Soclety that were in this area. They invited Lr.
Fitchell, who wac then president, and Ur. Mitchell and I weni in to-
ﬁetber. And T was the only woman there. There were 200 men and T
was the only women. #nd then about five vears later, as I said,
was cecretary of the section and most of the time T was the only
woman at the meetings. was sort of prepared for it, btecause the
number at Chicago . . . the number of women at Chicago was guite small.
Those were my chiefl semi-professional outside activities.
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How, you asked me about personalities, and I do think I should say a
1ittle bit more about FMrs, Yarner because verhaps people haven't,
She was the typical clut woman of the early 1Gth century, and she had
a concern. 1 think she had Quaker ancestry, and she had a concern
about education for women in the state. And as you know, protably,
it was the women's clubs and the Grange who were as instrumen!
rn]bhlﬂ“ in getting the Jomen's College Jtaﬁded, And it wes Mrs,
Jarner who Tound out sbout Miss Robinson as a possibility. I can'i
rememher the whole story, but I know part of +‘” story was that Flss
Tobinson had been dean of women for several summers at the University
of Wisconsin. The regular dean at the University of Wisconesin was a
Frs., tthews who had taught history at Vassar and was a very close
f=iend of Miss Robinson. And I guess Mrs, Yarner and tne other peonle
o had charge of the thing wrote around to the various colleges for
suggestions and Mrs. Matthews suggested Miss Potinson. But there
Wwas . . . somebody met someone on shiphoard . . . now, it seems to me
it was Jean Hayward, who was the dean of the School of Agriculture,
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met somebody who knew Miss Robinson and he . . . Jean Hayward was
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very much interested in the Yomen's College and he remembered this per-
son talking about her. Fecause I know there were two very definite con-
nections, and I know onn of them was lre. Metthews at Yisconsgn and

there was Miss Pokinson's experience there, because at Vassar, while
she wasn't head of the dormitory, she was a member of the Iotony le-
partmen; znd I think she was only instructor at that, because in those
days at Vassar there weren't mahy associate professors. There a

professors and a lot of instructor

Jere there many women's colleges at that time?

tut there weren't many . . . there weren't any in Delaware until this
p(“

¥n, there weren't any here., £nd there wasn't one in New Jersev. I
mean, not a putlic one, because the iew Jersey College is
vears yvounger . . ., the one they now cell Douglas Ceollege i1s
four years younger than the YWomen's (College here. But there
21l the so-called seven colleges, Yellesley and Vassar and M ]
all those colleges had teen established long time. Barnard was es-
tablished in I think 1889 and there vere women in places like Cterlin
and there were . . . oh, Randolph-Macon , . . there were a good many
good colleges in the South %bat loh“ of people don't know alout, Agnes
Scott snd Randolph-Macon Women's College and so on. So the Homen's
College was no rarity. It was simply that the short coeducaticnal ex-
perience *that Delaware College had in the '80s was unfortunate. THobody
seems to know exactly what happened, hut you zlways hear all these ru-
mors about it, and ithev closed it and didn’'t admit women again, and it
took z good dezl of persuasion to make them think that the women did
rexlly deserve to have a2 college in elaware

[

You asked me about outstanding students. The ones thet I think of
particularly wveren't of that very early day, although there were some
very good and very interesting students here at the time that I came,
And of course I kneu thenm guite well, tecsuse we lived =0 close to-
rsether. Tut the most outsianding early student that I can remenmber is
a woman who 1s now a : hila ’e1p%1a Hor name now 1
Carmen Thomas. ‘hen she came here 0 college it was Carmen Tomasheveky
[spj =it her fatherwas one of the two German chemists who came over
er the “irst Yorld ‘ar to help with the . . . with the die men-
ne¢ she came here . . . oh, ceame to the United Stotes,
meun, vhen she was zbout 12 or 172, knew no Inglish, Zhe wzs & (?Lholic.
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went to Ursgline. 3he cane here, entered with excellent onmen-~
d=zions, stayed three yvears and finished all her college work chept
two courses, and then entered omen's VFedical and we permitted her to
transier uwelve hours, so she graduated with her class And she has

tausht at domen's Hedical for 20 years and is one of the outstanding
dermatologlsts in FPhiladelphia, I suppese I should also mention

Tucille Fetrie, whose present Job T can
and her name iz no longer Felrie, tut
the Yomen's Army Murse Corpe or something

ell you exactly She . . .

4
w
is what was che, head o3
like that, Tublic Healtih,



she 1 Y f tata nurses in this country, and she was a mem-
ber of the class of 192&, and a very excellent student who managed to
edit the yeartook . . . I'm not sure if she didn't get through college

n three vears. She certainly did a remarkable amount of work and

the vearbook in addition as 1 indica
Uhen vou speak of extracurricular activitie
being secretary of the lomen's College Facul
Rich leTt atout 19024 until the Yomen's
curricular activiiy, but it wasn't exactly
didn't add to my leisure. did work with
their own activities and I my share of
Student Government Asscociation and through

There ware one or two serious cases durlng
with the 3tuceni Loard, but [ think they're

test Torgotien. ‘e . . . women's Colleg
party For the whole faculty once a year and
iss Robinson was an excellent actor, incid
to learn lines very well, bui she
sometimes that was a little disconcerting I
aying with her. nut che acted in facultiy
~e one or two culty plave we put on dow
other faculty, and Mi t
she ves definitely the he
ith the drams group at le
ay called The Head
In thet UartlcuLzr play,
vlny was directed by Taggart Bvans. You se
it was still early davs of the Women's Coll
fore . . , it was before 1934, at least. T
T think that's . . .

Yere there any research projects that you'v
Tiel

volved in in the field of chemistryv in your
ot very specific ones. I had . . . T had
research problem for my doctorate, the kind

uoiiege

vaculty,

could make

ted before.
G, I suppose technically,
1ty from the time liss
closed, Was an exir
a form of leisure. It
the students in some oF

teing advisor to the
some kind of sticky times.
the time that I was working

the kind of case that is
we usually hag o
sometimes we pul on plays,
entzlly. ©She didn’'t 1ik
'em up beautifully and
cr the peop]e who were

plays at Vassar and there
n hers just to entertain
ways a bpart of those Lo
had. 1 guess I d¢id ?vt

. what was 1t called . . .
”here’s Gold in Them Thax

i Betty bLoth Tactec and the
e, that was much later, but
ege, I think. It wag be-

don't remember exactly.

e been varticularly in-
career?

an unfortunate kinc of
that had negative resultis,

=nd when T wne here teaching, my tecching load wes so hesvy snd I wacs
al=o doing qLJlulng to Arts =nd Science students, that T didn't have

time, nor did I
tecause we cowldn'i sta
arch was not my contr1“u+a
Uroblemc vere 11

nterrupted hav

summer,

ry much uni

work in the

mey, And
=11 my little

interected in the Tield
as mj second love in
ource ot the lomen's
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can Hm QvQCLal problems.
college

tousht that

e any regular place to

7 arcund here in the sum-
¢n to the Women's College.
things that students--
could pick up arnd do in the
During 211 thiz time
of history of chemistry,
ané I introduced
College when we revised
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men who were important. They read the
Friestly and Iavoisiey and Sir Humphry
sometimes I had one of the early books
mv best to m ourse, even though

Tor one sen
@5 as much
cility,

various types of

ek

reaningful as it ¢

riginal papers of people like
vy as they were reprinted and
t they could wead., T tried
t was only a one-hour course
ould be, and that kind of thing
research. It doean't need as
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