February 21, 1939.

Dear Jaocks

I was very 71ad %o get your letter of February 8
but resret to hear that your trip home 1s beinc delayed.
I oan quite underastand that, in view of your Spanish
interests, you want to be on the ground but, if your
trip home is denendent on developments in Spain, I
cannot be very optimistic about seeing you here in
the near future. I do not wigh to play the role of a
prophet but I see the Spanish situation being one
that will cause us aconcern for some time to come., The
complete collapse of the Loyalist Covernment may bring
the whole European situation to a crisis. I do not
believe that Mugsolini has any intention of withdrawing
his troops for the present and even in case of a complete
Franco victory. Even though Mr. Franco should be able
to succeed in getting for the time-being a certain control
over all of Spain, I think there is a good deal of reason
to believe that, aven if this does not lead to general
complications in Europe, it will not in any event mean
peace in Bpain., I think that he will be in a very
difficult position in Spain and that in some respects
the real trouble there may only start when he is normally
in control.

I am surprised to hear you say that you do not know,
of any Frenchman or any American living in France who
believes that France will be involved in a war this year.
I think your impression that the Italian demands, are going
to eimmer down to "a few economic queetions such as a free
port of Djibouti® is one without real foundation. ,The
eltuntion of Italy 1s such that I do not believe her
position will be met by a few such minor solutions. By
the time thls letter reaches you the situation will be a
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lot clearer, but I am very much afrald that 1t will not
be in the direction that you seem to have in mind.

What particularly surprises me is that you say that
you do not know any Frenchman or Amerlcan living “n France
who belleves that France will be involved in a war this
year. X think this involves the premiase of continued
and unlimited surrender by France, which I do not believe
posgsidbla. I realize that what has happened in the laat
gix months i1s not very encouraging in some respects but
the situation 1s beoomine far more serious and continued
concessions by France and &ngland, even on a large scale,
w11l not satlsfy sither Goermany or Italy. I think the
position is beilng much better understood in both England
and France and, just bacause 1t 1g,I do not look for major
concessiong and that may bring the erisis. Anyone who,
knows what the CGermang have 4in mind realizes that they
do not have any intention of stopring in their progran.
Ag a natter of faoct, they cannot stop without a collapse
of thelr regime and,before they will rigk a complete
collapse, they will risk a war, which perhaps they know
they will lose. It ig useless to think that either
Germany or Italy will b2 satigfied with any minor con-
cessions gnd 1t 1s Just because this 1s so that one
cannot take any optimistic outlook if one is in any sense
realistic.

I note that,in the opinion of Americans livi in
Parig who have recently been in_this country, the American
presg does not give a true plcture of the European situ-
ation but is painting 1t darkly. I camot agree with
thig. The difference I think 1s that in this country
we have a r2ally freas press and I think that our Govern-
ment and our public opinion are perhaps the beat informed
in the world today. In Franse, and to a cartain degree
in England, the presg is not properly informing the
public. This situation is improving rmuch more in England
than it 1g in France. I wonder whether the French public
ie being informed as to how many Italian troops are being
moved down into Libya and I wonder what French public
opinion would be if it were realized how many are already
there. I wonder whether French public opinion is being
informed with regpect to the number of Germans who are
soing to Libya. I wonder whether the English and the

rench have been informed that the Germans rscently
tried to place an order for 10,000 trucks in Belgium,
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Is French publie opinion being told that there are gix
motorized divisions in Germany near the Dutch frontiere
In this country our papers are publighing the facts and
I think we in thile Department know what the facts are
and I cannot recall anything of importance which has
appeared in the prese in this country recently whlch has
nolt cor=ectly covered the gituation.

I an rather surprissd that anyons should put any
credence into such statements which are being made that
our pressg is controlled by the Jews. You oertalnly are
not being misled by anything of that kind, The most
important paper in thls country, of course, iz the TIMES
which is owned by a Jew, but theres 1s no paper in the
mrld today which 1s more correoct nnd oblJeotive Iin its
reporting and in its edlitorial pecliey than is the TIMES,
Just because it is owned hy a Jow, Mr, SBulzhurger 13
most meticulous in seeing that the TIMES ig objective.
In 7ashington tho leading newapnper 1s owned by s Jew,
but it 1is in many respecis one of the best newspapers
in the country and certainly completely obJective.

95 percent of the newgpapers of thlg country are owned
by non-Jewe and edit2d by non-Jewg. It 19 really
incredible to what extent thies anti-Semitic propaganda
can influence people. The American press, I can assure
you, is giving a true picture of the situation and I am
glad that it ig, for 1t 1s well that we here should know
vhat the facts are., I think you can avnreclate what
the zsituation here ig by tha fact that when our defense
bill was before the House recently and came to a vots
only 15 membars voted agalnst it. That in this country
1g mogt significant.

I can't go into the 2itustion in thia letter because
I am leading a very dbuay =nd in many respecte diffioult
life and personal correspondence 1s almost out of the
quegtion. I =m, however, rather dlsturbed by your letter
and I hope that you will be coming home soon. I _think
1t will be a good thing fer you %to plan to spend a few
ronths here and to get the feal of the esituailion. We
here Teel dlatinetly that the eltuation today 1s far
more oritical than 1t was even in September of last year.
If there 1g another survender to Germany and %to Italy,
I think we would soon see Lngland in the sama position
with reespect To Germany that France now i1s with regpect
to England. That indeed would be dleastrous and would
be a matter of great concern to us in this country.

I




I know Marion will be glnd to hear from you and
will regret, as I do, that your vigit home will be
ae’lﬁy@d.

With all good wishes,

Sordially yours,




