
February 21» 1939, 

Pergonal and confident ia l 

Dear Jack! 

1 was very glad to get your letter of February 8 
but regret to hear that your trip home Is being delayed* 
t ©an quite understand that, In view of you* Spanish 
Interests, you want to be on the ground but, If your 
trip home Is dependent on developments in Spain, I 
cannot be very optimistic about seeing you here In 
the near future. I do not wish to play the role.of a 
prophet but I see the Spanish situation being one 
that will cause us concern for some time.to come. The 
complete collapse of the Loyalist Government may bring 
the whole European situation to a crisis. I do not 
believe that Mussolini has any Intention of withdrawing 
M a troops for the present and even in case of a complete 
Franco victory. Even though Mr* Franco should be able 
to succeed in getting for the time-being a certain control 
over all of Spain, Z think there is a good deal of reason 
to believe that, even if this does not lead to general 
ooraplioatlons in Europe, it will not In any event mean 
peace In Spain* I think that he will be In a very 
difficult position in Spain and that In some respects 
the real trouble there may only start when he is normally 
in oontrol. 

2 an surprised to hear you say that you do not know. 
of any Frenchman or any American living in France who 
believes that France will be Involved in a war this year* 
I think your impression that the Italian demands.are going 
to simmer down to *a few eoonomlo questions suoh as a free 
port of Djibouti* is one without real foundation* ,*he 
situation of Italy la suoh that Z do not believe her 
position will be met by a few suoh minor solutions. By 
the time this letter reaches you the situation will be a 
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lot slearer, but I an very much afraid that It will not 
be In the direction that you sees to have in mind. 

What particularly surprises as Is that you say that 
you do not know any Frenchman or American living in France 
who believes that France will be involved In a war thin 
year. I.think this involves the premise of continued 
and unlimited surrender by France, which X do not believe 
possible. I realise what what has happened in the last 
six months is not very encouraging in some respects but 
the situation Is becoming fax* more serious and continued 
concessions by France and England, even on a large scale, 
will not satisfy either Germany or Italy. I think the 
position is being much better understood in both England 
and France and,Just because It is,I do not look for major 
concessions and that may bring the crisis. Anyone who. 
knows what the Sermons have in mind realizes that they 
do not have any intention of stopping in their program. 
As a natter of faot, they cannot stop without a oollapse 
of their regime and,before they will risk a complete 
oollapse, they will risk a war, which perhaps they know 
they will lose. It is useless to think that either 
Germany op Italy will be satisfied with any minor con
cessions and it is Just because this is so that one 
cannot take any optimistic outlook if one is In any sense 
realistic. 

I note that,In the opinion of Americans living in 
Paris who have recently been in. this country, the American 
press does not give a true picture of the European situ
ation but is painting it darkly. I cannot agree with 
tills. *he difference I think is that is this country 
we have a rsally free press and I think that our Govern
ment and our public opinion are perhaps the best informed 
in the.world today. In France, and to a certain degree 
in England, the press is not properly informing the 
public, this situation is improving much sore in England 
than it is in Franoe. I wonder whether the French public 
is being Informed as to how many Italian troops are being 
moved, down into Libya and I wonder what French public 
opinion would be if it were realized how many are already 
there. X wonder whether French public opinion is being 
informed with, respect to the number of Germans who are 
going to Libya. I sender whether the English and the 
French have be«m informed that the Germans recently 
tried to place an order for 10,000 trucks in Belgium. 
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l a French public opinion being to ld t ha t the re are f ix 
motorized d iv is ions ill Germany hear the Dutch front! er? 
In t h i s country our papers are publishing the fac te anil 
X th ink we in t h i s Department know what the f a c t s are 
and I cannot r e c a l l anything of importance which has 
appeared in the p r e s s i n t h i s country recen t ly which has 
not co r r ec t ly covered the s i tua t ion* 

I an r a t h e r surprised t h a t anyone should put any 
credence in to such statements which are being made t h a t 
our p r e s s i s cont ro l led by the Jews. You' ce r t a in ly are 
not being misled by anything of t h a t k ind . The most 
important "paper i n t h i s country, of course , i s the TIMSS 
which i s owned by a Jew* but the re i s no paper l a the jj 
•??orid today which I s more cor rec t and. object ive in i t s 
repor t ing and in i t s e d i t o r i a l pol icy than i s the TIMSS. 
Jus t because i t I s owned by a Jew, Mr. Sulzburger I s 
most meticulous i n seeing tha t the TIMSS i s ob jec t ive . 
In Washington the leading newspaper I s owned by a.Jew, 
but i t I s in many respec ts one of the be s t newspapers 
in the country and c e r t a i n l y completely ob jec t ive . 
95 percent of t he newspapers of t h i s country are owned 
by non-Jews and edi ted by non-Jews. I t i s r e a l l y 
incred ib le t o what extent t h i s ant i -Semit ic propaganda 
can influence people* The American p r e s s , I can assure 
you, i s giving a t rue p i c t u r e of the s i t ua t i on and X am 
glad t h a t i t i s , for i t i s well tha t we here should know 
nhat the f a c t s are* X think you can apprecia te what 
the s i t u a t i o n here i s by the f a c t t h a t when our defense 
b i l l was before the.House recen t ly and same to a vote 
only 18 members voted against I t * That In t h i s country 
i s most s ign i f i can t . 

X c a n ' t go in to the s i t ua t i on in t h i s l e t t e r because 
I am leading a very busy and in many respect® d i f f i c u l t 
l i f e and personal correspondence i s almost out of the 
quest ion. X am, however, r a t h e r d is turbed by your l e t t e r 
and I hope tha t yon wi l l be coming home soon. X.think 
i t w i l l be a good thing for you to plan to spend a few 
months here and to ge t the fee l of the s i t u a t i o n . * s 
here fee l d i s t i n c t l y tha t the s i t u a t i o n today i s f a r 
more c r i t i c a l than i t was even In September of l a s t year . 
I f the re i s anotfeer surrender to Germany and to I t a l y , 
X think we.would soon see England l a the same pos i t ion 
with respect to Geraany t h a t France now i s with respect 
to England. That Indeed would be d i sas t rous and would 
be a matter of great concern t o us i n t h i s country. 

X 
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I £no*r Marion will be glad t© hear from you and 
will regret, as 1 do, that your visit home will be 
delayed. 

With all good wishes, 

Cordially yours. 

A-M;&ai:VNG 


