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TI - State- ide 

"u tte - o Cl"t C .. p 11, 

Date - -,1 • 
1Y 

no foo ·11a of the 1 icun tains in OU e om 

ennaylv e.x~nd 1 to nor · :.:rn D...,J.a: arc 1 e 

eln: e ~ ver 1s a t .. dal. estuary to boyor· t e 11 1 .. thern 

or or oft State. s a result tributnrl ~tro 1n 

secti n have 

ra_ i s. 

abrupt dro with fo.llo an 

e highes . poin in the st te 436 f'c t abovo 

sea ievel,io just bou a le cl e tatc ooundary 

to the ortb: st of 'i .................. lle. 

Lo r s le Co- ty lull; no hills ris. over 

100 f et 

-c;. t County 

ve s level and 1n t two lower c t s 

elevati of 

ng ·cut 65 f et "'nd of ussex Conney 60 

f et. ~ e St9.te as ole slopes slightly to e outh 

re definitely to the East, although there are sec

tions along tl o e tern border wtdch drain st into the 

Chesapeake • -th the exception of the ranticoke 1n 

Sussex ounty none of .. ese drain large areas. 

Below 11.mington and Newark the stre a a.re 

r.ioatly l 

though 

d stance• 

iah due to the levol nature of t.he land 

1 a.re navigable for small vessels for so 

y cities their loc t1on to early settlements 

at the hed of navigation ot such st.re • 

'1 
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Ti O nl t1e that s navic;a.ble to tLe Chesapeol e is 

tl e H tico e on ch 11 vea els my co·e s; r s 

Le for • 

ibl o 1 .. ap :-

( ) • • • or 1son of' tl e u. • ep 11 t ent of' 

ic ture,in co-o er tion t e Un:tversi ty ot' 

el w :t>e riculture e1 ... • · ont t· tion - S il u:r•vey 

of ow Ca ,i..lc County, lera.i-e 1915 - r nted by 

Govc: .. r.u o t ri til Of:"'-1 ce, •, <'.' • • • • , 0 19 .., - ~e on,_.., -

.itl econ_ fllly1l 

o'I' 

Coun ,Del 1a e, 19. ~ 

Of.fie, in to 
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0 l~S ..,. 0 

n ,1. .f'n" er o:? e u.s.D t-
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oil Survey of' Kent 

ve rn ent ,,1 t ng 

P• 

·} U. • p r .ent oi' 

• A. , 3 d•• of' t.110 D 1-

ntal t~ti n • So. 1 vcy of 

1920.- inted b Gover. ~cnL int-

·G .r:.c , ,ns ngt , 1 24 • ("'4 .. ac;e'"') itl ncco ... nnyi 
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.2.L 
ucation 

v •• haw :1Ubl1c choola 17 2•1830 

1S T - ddenda 

Aaseta 

9 1be aoc untanta Nby charge tbemaelvea with the aD>Unt ot th 

1nvento17 as returned to the eglatez-•a ornoe 

1•• collected rJIOl'l aundrf persona tor aubacr1pt1ona to the 

Delaware ette 

Total asseta 691.lS 

Billa 

Fune:ra1 ex na • (to eter vla and R. Duckingbua) 

BrJnberg and Andren, notee 

Bon all ond tan, account 

Total debta 

12.sz 

IST IO CCOID Ti ;&uguat 19, 1799J Hall or 

Coram•a household equipment. a• revealed 1n the 1nYentory, 

was xt:re 17 mod at. It included :rel7 small amounts ot t:rad1t1onal 

turn1sh1 a. 11n a, clothing, and cooking utene1la. 

e curl • fact 1a that e owned aurveyor•a 1n tPWDenta, 

•m1th•a tools. cloekmake:r•s~ and carpe ter'a tools, ln addition to hi• 

library. e invento17 1vea no eat1on ae to ether he wu et111 

operat1n a acl ool at the time ot 1s deat.b. A few week8 atter h1• 

death, a year I s rent bill ( 

which 1 e levied on t.he estate. 

.OO) t'el.l due to Vincent G1lp1n, tor 
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,.,heney, J. • 
2-3-3 7. 

~tate rr"7er- 27 
older: egroes. 

egro ' on Ionors in I iberia. 

illi m • 'ndPrson, so of D'lnicl ·,. nderson, cf 

''llmington, was re~qr}Ad as one oft~ ablest men o thA colored 

r?ce. l\.s a yo~mg man after some school_"_n"" iere he went to the 

Liberi4n Tienubllc ·n Africa, wLere his abilities soo1 attr"cted 

the atte1tion of native Liberi9ns. le w· s q student of hu qn 

n~ture and soo aftPr reqc1 ing Africa in t~e midd O 0 l~st cen

tury was pror.1Ptly recogn.1,zed as of the type sou.,.ht for public 

anmiristr4ti ve and executive s"'rvic e. Conse uentl;" he vras elected 

spearer of vhe Iiberiqn louse of •e resentativr>s r. at the expiration 

of h s ter ''l"S c 1osen as SPP"'i 1 envo.r to """n".l'l'ln to 'l'!e"'otintP 4 loAn 

Th ts task qt1ickly accomplishAd he returne to 'rilrriin to 

8.. visit +-o 'is · nred "nd friends. He was '\Yelcor,Pd 'err> , .,..,. the 

neonle of his rice with r,reat ~c 1 · a~d extolled as one of' the very 

ablest egroes o t~e co ntr. 

On returni ".l' to Liberi hP ro ne~ pol'tics" n, l lic li f'p 

to en~q~e in comnercial busi~ess, but W's assa~sinated b;r a nolitical 

rival i onrovi'l, t,1e cal')itAl of te:e Ren,llic, j11st aftPr t·"E' success 

of 1is b,,si ess ve11ture hA.c b en assured. "nderson cr-i e into t11e loc 1 

picture much later th~n nul ~ ffre, another ela, arear of the colorec 

r,...ce w11o turned is Pcttention to shi"Jp~nrr to "nd fro1 his homA port, 

"·1min3ton, ""el. 

Refer nee: 
Scharf, J(ohn} Tho 

P ilqdelnhi, I.J. i~1ards 
as. 
Co., 

't:T istory o,.. T"le1a, ., re, 1609-1828. 
1888. 2v. illuo po~ts. P.13-8. 
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Years & Events. 

~arah Jane Bradley, a negro, was hanged 

at Georgetown, December 14, 1869. 

She had been convicted of giving water, 

in which poison match heads had been soaked to 

a child, thereby causing its death. 

She was a nursemaid and wanting the night off 

had used this concoction to put the child to sleep. 

Found in Court of Oyer & Terminer Records at Georgetown. 



J. F. Pote 
'erch ,Sl , 1941 

ROBERT COtiAi: AS 1/ILL JI•nmss 

(1787 - 1794) 

5IO "'RAPBY 
Robert Cora."ll 

~-1- 28 to 30 , October 10, 1794 

Villiam Shioley t~e elder . , itnessed by : Caleb Seal , 

Richard Buckin'""ham, Ro--:rnrt Coram. Probated r ov . 26 , l '794 . 

~-1-269 to 271 , April 5 1 1792 

John Sprin,.,.er . ,Jitnessed by : James Lea Junr Frederick , 

·:-1-283 , 

Craig , Robert Coram . Prooated Anri l 25 , 1792 . 

October 9 1 1787 

Ann Jaquett . .. itnessed by : Archg Alexander , Alex!: Duncan , 

Robert Coram. irobated Oct . 24 , 1787 . All three witnesses 

an~eared before the Rerist~r of ,ills , Gun . Bedford , and 

ac 1movrle c "'ea. the will , Cc t . 24 , 1 787. 

'f: 



V. • w 
rch 20 , 1941 

Cora : Co 1•i ht 
u •• Recor s 

I c. 

?ot s Concerni F deral Co yri ht , ~ peciall June 1790• June 1791 

sin the Conyri ~ht ffice of the Library f Congres 

District Court~ , 1790• 1870, by obert , : rtin A., 
in iblio r hical Society of America, __ _ Vol . 31, 1937, 

t . 2 , PP • 81•101. 

here ar only 33 r corded copyri ht in the entire United 

St t for th first year o the la 1s operation. lecor s for 

Dela are Conn. to #115 (1 04) , and Vir~in a rior to 1865, a 

mi i • ·--
T _____________ t ___ qeral _CQmL.ri ht in the Unit d tat s was 

lv nia June 14 _17~0 

Thee tr m ly small number of co ri hts a pl ed for in 

the country a a whol supnorta the sup osition that Coram • 

was th first fo the ela are district . van the populous 

~t~te of w York (n t y · , of course , th lar est) a' ows no 

re 1 tration u til A ril 17911 two ontha aft r the registra

tion of Political Inquiries . 

Dela are wa the only one of the original State to as 

no copyri~ht 1 v of its own, rther evidence t t little m ter-

1 l was r1tt n by its resident or owned by its very few rint

ing e tablisl ents . 

check of the pr1vat law indexed in Laws , Vol . -------
II- (1700• 1797) r veal no rivate copyri ht • 



Guy K. Browning 
El. Thompson-Walls 
October 7, 1938 

Industry & Connnerce 
Sale of Land. 

WILMINGTON WHALING COMPANY 
SELLS LAND TO P.W.B. RR CO. 

"Wilmington Whaling Company" a corporation of the state 

of Delaware to The Philadelphia, Wilmington and Baltimore Rail 

Road Company at Popular, Water and Front Streets, Wilmington, 

the land on which the Pennsylvania station now stands, for the 

sum of $800.00 the deed being signed by Stephen Bonsell, President 

of the Whaling Company. 

Information 

Book N, Vol. 5, p, 41. Deeds Record Office for New 
Castle County, Wilmington, Delaware. 



J. F. Pote 
January 19., 1939 

WILMINGTON WHALING COMPANY 

tt ~ SHIPS AND SHIPPING 

CURRENT FIL 

"Wilmington, Del. The people of this tovm have had 

a meeting to make preparatory arrangements to organize a 

whaling company." 

Niles' Weekly Register., V. 45, P. 115., (1833). 

"The ship Ceres sailed from Wilmington., Delaware., 

last week., on a three years' whaling voyage to the 

Pacific. She has been purchased and completely fitted 

for this service by the whaling company recently formed 

in that town." 

Niles' Weekly Register., V. 46., P. 191 (1834). 
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State Drawer- 36. 
Rotter 

Folder: Agriculture 

Apples 

One of the largest apple orchards in Delaware is nnear 

Bridgeville. It covers 1,000 acres and is one and one-half 

miles long and one-quarter mile wide, with about 60,000 trees. 

Many varieties of apples are produced and are shipped to nearly 

all parts of the world. Several buildings, including barracks, 

house the employes of the orchard, who number about 125. Negro 

men and women are busy in the picking season, with bags around 

their necks to catch the apples. Forty or fifty additional 

employes get the fruit ready for shipment at the packing house 

in Bridgeville •• 

A normal year's crop is approximately 200,000 busels, 

valued at $300,000. A day's picking averages ~500 bushels. 

The inferior fruit is sold for cider and all that is decayed is 

destroyed with chloride of lime. A Federal inspector is constantly 

on duty at the packing house. 

Reference: 
The Delmarva Star, Wilmington, Del., Jan. 14, 1934. 
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(St te Encyclopodia) 

RaciaJ. groups 

Nationalities 

Argentines 
Armenians 
Austrians 
Belgians 
Brazilians 
Canadians 
Chins 
Costa- co.ns 
Czecho-Slov.o.kians 
Danes 
English 
Estonians 
• nns 

French 
Germans 
Greeks 
Guio.nans 
Hollanders 
IIondurnns 
Hungarians 
Irish 
ItaJ.ians 
Jugo-Slavs 
Lithuanians 
a.ltesc 

1Jexicons 
Norwegians 
Peruvians 
Poles 
Porto-Ricans 
Portuguese 
Roumainians 
Russians 
Scots 
Spanish 
Swedes 
Swiss 
Syrians 
Turks 
Ukrainians 
Uruguayans 

elsh 
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Conner, Wm. H. 
Dec. 5, 1938 

Extract from The Delaware Gazette and General Advertiser, 
Oct. 3, 17 

Evening School 

The Subscriber proposes opening an 

Evening School on Monday next, 

at 10/ per quarter. Hours of 

attendance from 6 to 9. 

John Thel we 11. 



Wm.H. Conner 
~ovember 21, 1398 

Extract from The Delaware Gazette, Saturday, February 4, 1797 

Education 

:Mrs. Chappell, having suspended her return to England, at the 

request of several persons desirious of her undertaking the Educa-

tion of Young Ladies--This is to inform those who wish for such a 

Seminary, that she intends opening a School; if she meets proper 

encouragement; it is therefore necessary to make speedy application, or 

she will go as before intended. 

Young Ladies may learn Paper Fillagre Work & Drawing, immediately, 

North-side Lower Market. 

Wilmington, January 18. 



Cheyney 
1-27-37. Paul Cuffee I 

Paul Cuffee was one of tho colored r11mingtonians to 

attain prom nence among t e men and women a out town \1"10 ad 

neither the presti e of ecucation, statesrranship or a profession 

to ee him im the public eye . He was oro~inent ln early m ritime 

affairs . His ancestry was of mixed strains . The father , a former 

African slave, his mother a daughter of o~o of the Indian tribes of 

Delaware . Cuffee early adopted t e sea as his vocat·on and soon 

became one of tle most intelligent American mariners . He had a 

remarkable business capacit. and soon after to.1'ing to the ships 

became the owner of a brig an later a larger vessel . He drew 

the color line in selectin~crews an enlisted only men of his 

race rhich w s an unusual orecedent for those early times . His 

fine seamanship and ge~eral bri ·1tness as a trader ade him k!101n 

in every ~ort entered by craft bear ng the American flag . Cuffee 

after accumulating a satisfy ng compete cy snent the gre ter pnrt 

of the later life in Wilmin ton :rhere he was a. member of a uakrr 

meet·ng, and not infrequently s~oke at the ma.or gathering of the 

s ct - at Fourt~:1 d Vest Streets . He made a marked impression 

byte force of hls advocacy favorinr: the colonizat on of the 

colored r~ce in Sierre Leone. Thro hout the countr, Cuffee 

was recognized as one of the most tntellectual leaders oft e 

~e roes int is country . 

Refarence! Scharf . P . 751, note 1 . 



'1,..,,. r,7 l ,, '1,.l T .,,.., • 

,-)rrnl Cuffee. olc:1 er: . ee roes. 

prorr-:nBnt anrl unl1ue figur0 in thP coo.sting tr"df\ was 

P'lul Cuffeie, ·whose father W'1S an Africar.. slave a11d ,vhose mot'icr 

~s a~ Indian. Pa~l qao,tr? a sra-fnring life qt aver 8arl. a1e 

ar.r1 di:veloped unusual ..:..nte lizence and b1rniness cn'l")aci 4~ •• Fe soon 

o·-,red a sl0op av1"J 1 ter becane t~e nossAs~or of a schooner, t e 

br.:.,, ,,:1_ eventu'1lly '1. 1 •e;e s"1.l1J, wit:. a crew of colored ,Pn; ? 

,., 

novelty in that !'l,,.e. Lat.er :n "!:ife he became well known in '1·ericar 

.,nd fore~ ~.1 ports. He Y/!'l.S frequently in '" :.:!...,.,.. ington, du=-re 1c stcoc1 

hi ' " S".lent ..,..ucl: of his tL.e. Te jo·ne the ,..,oclety or i:ri'nc1 s 

He is knovn in h·story 

4S a 1,egro nn.r:r.er P ii ph:.l'lnt'.ropist. 

Iron 81u · 11'3.ce 's <'hips qnJ Shi 'pir..g. 
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Wm. H. Conner 
August 9, 1940 

WILLIAM COBBETT 

SPECIAL BULLETINS 
Wilmington Exiles 

These notes are taken from The Life of William Cobbett by 

G.D. H. Cole 

William Cobbett was born at Farnham, Surrey, on March 9, 

1763. Curiously, Cobbett regularly misstated his own age, 

under the ~mpression that the year of his birth was 1766. 

However, 1763 is undoubtedly correct. Cobbett's father was 

a small farmer, who also kept an inn, the Jolly Farmer, on 

the outskirts of Farnham. His grandfather had been a farm 

laborer. He had little schooling and worked on his father's 

farm until he was twenty. During this time he ran away from 

home twice from pure love of adventure. 

On May 6, 1783 Cobbett sailed forth to seek adventures. 

He arrived in London and finally enlisted in the army. He 

was twenty-one when he joined the army, stayed a year in 

England and then for more than six years served abroad, most 

of the time in New Brunswick. He became Sergeant-Major of 

his regiment. During this time he had the opportunity to 

acquire his own education, studying grarnmarand reading many 

works. In New Brunswick he also met Ann Reid, who became 

his wife after some years. He went back to England in Nov

ember 1791 and was honorably discharged from the army. Cobbett 

and Ann Reid were married February 5, 1792. 

The first thing he wrote for the press was a little 

pamphlet called The Soldier's Friend,written about 1792. 



SPECIAL BULLETINS 
-2- Wilmington Exiles 

This had a large circulation. Before it appeared Cobbett 

had gone to France accompanied by his wife, intending to 

perfect himself in the French language. This was during 

the days of the Revolution. Cobbett took ship for America, 

his wife later on joining him. A,U> _ 0-, 
/, 

For more than seven and one-half years --

twenty-ninth to the thirty-seventh year of his age -- Cobbett 

lived in the United States. He landed in October 1792 1 visited 

Philadelphia and then took up hls residence for a time in 

Wilmington. (The pages in Cole's biography bearing on his 

life in Wilmington have been typed and may be found in Sources.) 

In Philadelphia Cobbett had a very stormy career. He 

issued many pamphlets which were vigorous and plain-spoken, 

and finally brought him into the thick of political contro

versy. A reviewer likened him to a porcupine. Nothing could 

have pleased him better, and "Peter Porcupine" he became. 

In 1795 among other pamphlets he issued The Life and Adventures 

of Peter Porcupine. Because his feeling was strongly Demo

cratic, overwhelmingly anti-British, keenly pro-French, Cobbett 
Philadelphia's 

deliberately flouted all / most cherished views. In a shop 

he fitted up, in July 1796, he filled his shop window with 

every obnoxious picture and cartoon he could think of. A 

huge mob gathered and threats of violence were made; his auda

city,however,made him famous in the United States. 

In January 1796,Cobbett received a visit from M. Talleyrand, 

the great French minister ostensibly in exile, but probably 

an unofficial French agent in the United States. He asked 

for a meeting with Cobbett. He had no success with Cobbett 
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Wilmington Exiles 

who disliked him; what Talleyrand said he wanted was to be 

taught English. More pamphlets followed. In March 1797 
paper 

Cobbett established a dailyl- Porcupine Gazette and Daily 

Advertiser; in this he defended the Federalists and attacked 

the Democrats liberally. He ran afoul of Chief Justice 

Thomas McKean and their subsequent quarrels in court and 

elsewhere furnish interesting reading. 

Finally Cobbett turned his attacks upon Dr. Benjamin 

Rush who was a devotee of bleeding and treating with 

nmercurial purges.n In the end Dr. Rush entered a suit 

for libel against him. It was two years before the action 

came to trial. The result was a verdict for $5,000 in Dr. 

Rush's favor. Within a few days, Cobbett's property in 

Philadelphia was sold up, and a whole impression of "Porcu

pinen works, lying in sheets awaiting issue, was sold as 

waste paper and destroyed. 

~ow Cobbett went to New York and continued his attacks 

upon his favorite enemies. On June 1, 1800 he sailed for 

England. In his homeland Cobbett became a publicist and 

pamphleteer. He began the publication of the Political 

Register, which was continued until 1838, two years after 

his death. The Register was a huge success. He lived in 

London from 1800 to 1804; in June 1805 he bought a farm 

between Botley and Curbridge. This was his residence until 

his bankruptcy in 1820. 

In 1809 he attacked with tremendous vigor the flogging 

which went on in the British a~my. In a Register he attacked 

:flogging without gloves and the attorney-general filed an assize 

against Cobbett for sedition. For many months no attempt 
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was made to bring Cobbett to trial. At last the case was 

tried on June 15, 1810, Cobbett pleading his own cause. His 

defense made a bad impression; the jury found him guilty in 

five minutes. Sentence pronounced was two years imprisonment 

in Newgate and a fine of one thousand pounds. He was at once 

removed to prison. When released July 9, 1812, his journey 

to Botley was a triumphal procession. 

Cobbett continued the Register and his usual activities; 

he sailed for the United States on March 27, 1817. During 

his sojourn in America, two years in all, he lived in Long 

Island and then on a farm, "Hyde Park," near Hempstead. He 

printed during this time A Year's Residence in the United 

States of America. His house at North Hempstead burned down 

in May 1819 and he removed to New York. In October he took 

ship for England. It was on this trip back that he carried 

to England the bones of Thomas Paine. 

From then to the remainder of his life Cobbett was a 

stormy petrel in English politics. He took the side of the 

workers in the· strikes and opposed factory slavery. He also 

interested himself in the affairs of Ireland, becoming an 

enthusiastic advocate of Catholic Emancipation. In this 

cause he wrote his famous History of the Protestant Reforma

tion in England, which is to this day among the most widely 

known and read, though not the best, of his books. 

Cobbett continued his political activities and pamphleteering. 

From 1830 to 1832 he engaged in the struggle for Parliamentary 

Reform. In the riots that attended the Reform agitations 

many farms and homes were burned; nine of the rioters were 
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were hanged, many were transported and four hundred were im

prisoned. An attempt was made to silence Cobbett by imprison

ment. Trial was held on July 1831 with Cobbett again defending 

himself. He spoke for four and one-half hours. The jury was 

shut up all night and was dismissed in the morning when they 

returned a verdict -- six for acquittal and six against. The 

Reform Act was passed and after this Cobbett was elected to 

Parliament for Oldham. He remained in Parliament until his 

death in 1835. 

In Peter Porcupine, a study of William Cobbett, 1762-18351 

by Marjorie Bowen, 1936, the table of contents indicates the 

stages of Cobbett 1 s life as Farmer's :Boy, Sergeant-Major, 

Bookseller and Pamphleteer, Government Man, Five Hundred 

Lashes-Five Men, The Rebel, the New World, Queen's Man, 

Englishman's Heritage, and Member of Parliament. 

On his second trip to the United States this author 

notes that the farm named "Hyde Park" was on Long Island. 

He went on January 12, 1818 to Philadelphia. He notes what 

he saw in Philadelphia. He also was curious enough to seek 

out the house where he and his wife had set up their modest 

housekeeping. (Query - Was this Philadelphia or Wilmington?) 

He also went to Harrisburg and Lancaster -- no mention is 

made here that he visited Wilmington, but it would be inter

esting to read over his journal of A Year's Residence in the 

United States to see whether he says anything of visiting 

Wilmington or concerning the place. Bowen says "he returned 
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home part of the way by steamboat." Ann Cobbett survived 

William twelve years, dying in 1848. 

The author says Cobbett is above all a journalist; he 

deals lightly with what were to him topical subjects; he 

addresses one particular audience. She also speaks of his 

style as being "clear, exact, and forceful." Cobbett once 

said nmy nearly a hundred books," which indicates the amount 

of his literary output. 



B1ograph1ea 

Re••• Hammond 
April 27• 1938 

Jeftereon s. Coage (1871•19 - - ) 

Jefter1on s. Coage na born Jul7 171 18711n Wilmington, 

Delaware, the aecond aon or 1111a we• le7 and Mary El1sabe1.b 

Coage. 

Young Ooas•'• education began at the earl7 as• ot t1Ye •• 

he attended a paJ achool at Eleventh and Walnut streeta, w,l• Sngton. 

A 7ear later, he entered Howard School troa which be wu graduated 

at the age ot alxteen. After wol'klng two r•ara, o • matrl• 

culated at W1lbertoroe Un1vera1ty 1n Ohio, and t1n1ahe4 th• Claa• ioal 

Courie on June 15, 1899. Honors won at the univeralt7 1nelude4 

c~wmand ot the cadet battalion and acholaatlc rating ot touridl 

1n a clue ot t1tty-a1x. le t the 1nat11Ntion, Ooage 414 chorea 

tor the late Colonel Obarlea Young. 

Returning to Delawar, he secured em.ploJJ11ent with Lt. Carswell, 

City SU1"Ye7or, and remained with hill tor a 7ear, after wh1oh he waa 

appointed cleric 1n the Twelfth u. s. Cen.aua at Washington, D. c. 
ot the twenty-eight clerka aeat t• waahington, 

the bead with a peroentage ot n1nety-a1x an4 one•balt. H• realgn-4 

the olerkah1p to enter bua1ne1a, 1n which he r-lned aot1Ye until 

January 19a,. 
A1'ter a ahon re1p1te troll pr1Tate bua1neaa, • Ooage waa 

appointed (192t) a Member ot the United. Stat•• Colllllia• lon to 1n• 

Yeat1gate oond1t1ona 1n the Vlrgln Ialanda. Hi• tenure on._ 

Comm1aalon waa ono 7ear. Preaident Coolidge again took oognlsanoe 

ot • Coag••• abilltJ and appointed. hla second Deput7 Record.er ot 



O.e4e in the ottlce ot Reoor4er ot Deed.a, Wuhlngton, D. c. HS.1 

brilliant record 1n th1• ottlce reaulted 1n hla promotion to Recorder 

ot Deeda b7 ea1dent Herbert Hoover, Septeaber 1930. 

Under h1• adldn1atrat1on, th11 ottl•• had 1ta ti.rat aurplua ot 

appropriated tunda. Be 1nv a,ect. a oard •J•t• ot 1noorporat1oa 

recordat1on which wu adopted tor lta illlproYemea, oYer the old 

•tbod. Other noteworth7 haproY•enta during~• n1ne-iea tenure 

ot • Coage wu a new patent reeelY1ng maohlaeJ a tol'lll\lla an4 •1••• 
ot 1nco• teea that plaoed the ottloe on a reameratl•• buiaJ Ul4 

plana tor a new ottloe bull4111g • . 
• Coag• baa the dla 1not1on ot aenlng in the ottioe ot 

' 
Recorder ot Deed.a•• an admln1atrat1Ye ottloer longer tba DJ 

other Record.er ot Deed•• A bachelor, a much aoug)at at••» apeaker 

(Mmber or the Republlou •at1oilal Speaker• Bureau • lnee 1906), 

h• la writing a book on •corpont•. Procedure ~ th• Dlatrlet ot 

Columbia.• He waa aw&Jlcled the honor&r7 depee ot Doctor ot Lan 

b7 Wllbertorc• Un1Yera1t7. Be la a U'llat.e ot ~lttrell College an4 

.. ,ropolltan A.M.B. Church, Waahlngton, ».c. Aa ll9lllber ot Ule 

lorthern Jurla41ot1on P.A.~.A•••• Ard 4egree, aa4 Beroule1 Lodge, 

o.u.o.o.P., xo.aau, •• coaa• en,071 full fl'aternal priYll•s••• 

When 1n Wllllington, he reaidea at Bo. 1118 B street, tr whlell 

plao• he reglatera and vot••• 



Pierre Samuel duPont (1739-1817) 

Submitted by Reese Hamrrond 

1 

Pierre Samuel duPont ~e Nemours, political 

economist and statesman, ~ the progenitor of 

the internationally known Delaware family of du Ponts, 

was born in Paris, December 14, 1739. 
TI . 

At the 

age of twenty-three he a ttracted the attention of 

Quesnay by clever writings in the field of economics. 

' The 
1764~ 

book, /I on 

publication of Pont s first 

the exportation and importation 

important 

of bread-

stuffs, established for him an intimate friendship 

with Turgot, then Intendemt of Limoges. 

As editor of the "Journal of Agriculture and 

Finance" in 1765) he 
It ,,Hl(~IJ 

such animosity that he 

was compelled to resign the next year. 

Following thir- unsuccessful venture in the 

field of journal:5:Etic~ endeavor he turned seriously 

to authorship and gave the world h5 s "Physiocratie 11 

in 1767J and in 1768 assumed active editorship of 

"Ephemerides du Citoyen" the organ of the economists, 

in which he advocated a number of reforms, which 

incurred the enmity of Terray, anti-liberal french 

minister. Terray dismis~~ the militant editor and 

prohibited the publication of the "Epherrerides." 

Altho' gh in bad graces at home the work 

of the young writer brought unsolicited honors from 
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th1:argrave of Baden and the Kings of Sweden and 

Poland. In 1774 at the behest of the King of 

Poland :uPont went to Poland to organize a system 

of lji\tional education but was recalled to France 

upon the ascendancy of Turgot to power. Again in 

France he took active part in the initfation of 

reform measures concentrating especially on financial 

matters. Upon '1 urgot I s disgrace) Pont was a gain 

banished from Paris in 1776 and interested himself 

in agricultural pursuits until 177~ when he was re-

called to the French Capital by Vergennes to conduct 

secret negotiations in the treaty ot 1783, by which 

the Unlted States was formally recognized by Great 

Britain; and in 1786 he negotiated the connnercial 

treaty between Great Britain a ..... d nance , for which 

service he was appointed Councillor of State. 

From this point in his life aiuPont achieved 

a number of 

of comme:cial 

successe~ among which was the adjustment 

difficulties with Jefferson, United 

S}ates_, Minister to F.,,,ance; and important radical 

fiscal changes. As Secretary-General of the Assemblies 

of 1 otables of 1787 and 1788 he aroused the ill 

feeling of the clergy by the proposal of still 

other r eforms) and when Archbishop Brienne became 

Prime Minister was again JUCHHIHiifilI banished from 

Paris. 

At the begin ing of t he Revolution ~ uPont 
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was a member 
tJ.,ff tt 

of the ,..... States_-General from Nemours 

and vvas twice ,resident of the Constituent Asseruby, 

where he favored a consitutional monarchy. After 

the dis solution of the Assembly he was active in 

enforcement of the constitution and upholding the 
'1 

laws. Thus, August 10,1,92, the Legislative Assembly 

ordered duPont's arrest for participation in the 

defense of Louis XVI at the Tuileries. He was 

hidden until July 20,1794.) when 

imprisoned in Paris. zbPont 

he w as a rrested and 

would have been 

guillotined but for the timely death of Robespierre, 

July 28,1794./ 

From the shadovrn of the guillotine he was 

elected to tl...e Cou111 of the ncients in 1795 and 

became its President in 1797, but when the Jacobins 

overt:b..rew the government ~ uPont was agai. r sent .. 

prison and narrowly escaped banishment. Two years 

later he emigrated to America, where he and his 

family were shovm every consideration. 

to 

He returned to France in 1802 and helped promote 

the Louisiana Purchase Treaty of 1803. Jefferson 

wrote ~ uPont on the first of November of that 

year: "The treaty which has so happily sealed the 

friendship of our two countries has been received 

here .. ith great acclamation. For myself and my 

country I thank you ~or the aid you have given it 

and I congratulate you upon having lived to give 
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this aid to complete a transaction replete with 

blessings to millions of unborn men." 

I Napoleon s efforts to get uPont to again hold 

office were fruitless for he was bitterly opposed 

to the great General. He accepted the rresidency of 

the Paris ~hamber of Commerce and devoted his time 

to business a11d charitable pursuits. 

He again returned to public life with the 

downfall of lapoleon and became Secretary of the 

Provisional which recalled King Louis XVIII. However, 

on Napoleor' s e scape from ...,,lba he fled to American 

soil and rejoined his sons at the Powder mills on 

the Brandywine Creek, near ~ilmington, Delaware, where 

he died, August 7, 1817. 

-------30-------
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Coleman N.µPont (1863-1930) 

Submitted by Reese HamMond 

Coleman 4/uPont was born in N Louisville, Kemtucky, 

December 11, 1863, the only son of Antonine Biderman 

a/uPont and Ellen 8usan Coleman. His early education 

was received. through· private tutors, who prepared him for 

Urbane. University and Chauncey Hall School at Boston. 

In 1880 when he was not yet seventeen y·ears of age he 

entered Massachusetts Institute of Technology where he re-

mained for three years. On leaving s chool he began his 

industrial career as surveyor for the Soutnern Exposition 

at Louisville, in the summer of 1883. .The next six 

years he spent as coal miner, street railway motorman, 

and mining engineer. LJuring his tenure as engineer he 

acquainted himself with all the suties of mine operation 

and soon became sunerintendent •. 

In 1894 J seeking a larger fl°eld of operation_, he 

went to Johnstown, Pennsylvania, as manager of steel 

company and soon reorganized its operating methods 

wifh an increase of output. 

In 1902 Mr uPont purchased an interest in the 

E.I. <lb.Pont de Nemours Gompany an:1 was chosen ~esident. 

He immediately began a program of expansion and purchased 

more than a hundred of smaller rival concerns. 'l'he 

E .I. abo~ 1t Je Nemours lJompany expanded so rapidly 

under his regime that in 1907 the Federal government 
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initiated a suit w1der the Sherman Anti-Trust Act to 

disband the corporation. The sult was se+tled in 1912 

by a ruling which set up three distinct co' panies. 

the parent corpora.ti on md two new ones. 

From th:is point in his life Coleman J uPont 

was associated with one gigantic business success 

aft er another. Among t he most notable of these 

was the erection of the ~quitable Building in New York 

City; and the DuPont Building in Vlilmington, Delaware. 

He also found time during this period to establish 

the DuPont-Boomer chain of hotels in the larger cities 

of the east. During the interim he was also closely 

associated with ci mnunber of b anldng institutions. 

With all the major industrial activities of 

Coleman d uPont' s life his greatest contribution was 

as a builder of roads and developer of communities. 

In his early e rs he built several h ighvmys of 
!'\ 

no small com1m1l\ity worth but his paramount roadbuilding 

contribution was the two hundred feet w ide a/uPont 

Highway from WilmingtmY\ to the southern boundary of 

Delaware at a cost of $4,000,000. 

stretch of roadway was his personal ~te.t-e 

...Q.£_ Delaware and as a result.../ the State has more miles 

of hard ... surtaced highways per capita and per square 

mile than other 
aay • 

In 1921, after the resignation of Josi ~.h o. 
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Wolcott, Democrat, 

was urged by the 

as Senator 

Republican 

from Delaware) r~r 

Party to accept 

~ Pont 

the 

appointment. Reluctantly he entered the Senate and 

served from July,1921, to November 8,1922. As candidate 

for reelection he was defeated • In 1924 he was 

drafted by 

with f he 

the Repub1ican Party and won the office 

Delaware. 

largest majority ever given a candidate in 

He served his party dilig~ ly for four 

years ) but upon 

tendered his 

cause for his 

the opening of 

r esignatio/ giving 

action. 

<.;ongress in 

his health 

1928 

as 

Having already relieved himself of business connect-

ions he retired to his home in Wiimington where he 

paased away quietly in 193~ leaving 

tp. daughters. 

----30----
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Biography 

Augustine Herman(born?-1686) 

Submitted by Reese Hammond 

Augustine Hermans, or Heerrnans, also Herman and 

Harman, was of .bohemian birth but came from Holland 

to New Amsterdam about 1647, in which year he was 

appointed one 01' the Nine Men, a bod.y of citizens 

who assisted the government by counsel and advice. 

He came to this country as c le1.,k to John and Charles 

Gabry. 

At tne behest cf Peter Stuyvesant, Governor of 

New Amsterdam, Augustlne Herman and Resolvea Waldron 

went to Iaryland. to d.eal with Lord Baltimore concern

inc the proprietorship of the land " which lyeth under 

the 40th Degree of North Latitude."· Herman and his 

shrewd co-worker found lands never before 

inhabited by to Baltimore.) 

and ~ implication ¥YY~X¥I¥Xiji'f¥¥¥Ef¥'E, so weakened. 

the that the Dutch claim of 

ownership was/1 strongly established. Herman a nd Waldron 

predicated their a rgument on the settlement of this 

area by a group of Dutchmen in 1631 at Lewes-- before 

the charter to Balt1more was written. 

In prosecution cf the duties involved in settling 

this dispute Herman, a surveyor and draughtsman, drew 

maps of I,~arylanct ana Virginia. Lord Baltimore rewarded 
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by a charter to found Cecil 'l'own and 
< 

brought his family to Maryland. } June 

Count~ and 
M-r~M ,J 

19, 1662 he was 

granted. further pa.tents for •a track of land called 

Bohemia Manor,' and one known as 'Little Bohemia,' 

situated at the junction of hlk and Dohemia 

Rivers at the head of ..zll Chesapeake Bay; to which was 

added in 1671 1st. Augustine's Manor,' including the 

territory east of' -fhe forY-1.er, ..,.,..,,= betv1een st. George's 

and Appoquinimink 

Becam:e 01' 

Creeks, toy shores of 

certain encroachments and 

the Delaware. 

attempts to 

invalidate Herman's title to Augustine Manor it was 

necessary f'or him to get a confirmatory license from 

Captain John Carr., Deputy Governor of I:ela.ware under 

New York on December 16, 1672., at New Castle. He 

immediately placed his sons Ephraim George and Casparus 

on Augustine Manor in effort to preserve his claim. 

A short time a fter the settlement of his sons 

in Delaware a road was buiJ;;t from Herman's M11 l l' 

plantation to their residence near New Castle. This 

was probably the first road on the Manor. The west 

part of this road was on or near the track 

present roa~ ~ ading from st. Augustine(Md.) to 

of the 

Bohemia Bridge. B'or n:any years after JtmXMIMY~-

Herman's tleath this road was called the old man's path. 

Its construction was a work of no smal magnituoe 

for it is thought to have been about twenty-two miles 

in length. 

road. 

This roaa was also known as Herman's cart-
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Herman was married to ~ Janneken Verl ett of 

Utrecht., at New /tmsmsterdam in 165o'. ,..______ From this union 

five child~n were born: ~phraim George., Casparus., Anna 

Margaretta., Judith and Francina. 'l'he s e cond marriage 

of Herman., spoken of in Dankers and Sluyter I s Journal 

cannot be authenticated. 

an innnense estate t 1'...a t 

Herman died in 1686_.) leaving 

was for a number of years 

the cause for much legal bickering. 

----30-----
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(State Encyclopedi) 

Gcncrtl 

,haritable organizations 
Hospit ls 
Orp nus' h es 
Hos ital clin cs and d1oponsaries 
Ho.ltl clinics 
I ca.1th cont r 
Socialized odicino 
Co unity centers 
Settlenont louses 
Socinl gencies 
Benet' ts 

azani"a 
•airs 

Tick t ... elling 
Play grounds 
Racre~tion center 
Swimming poo1s 
Day nurseries 
Vocational training 
...'ree 11brar es 
c_-rric orgo.niz. tione 
C ps 
Health resort 
Foun atlons 
Popular su scripticns 
Ho es f'or ed 
!1 .o :vs pension 

Old age pens:ton 
~tnte g ncy rel! f 
ederal erg ncy r lief 

1~umn 
Infant mortality 
Ch ritnble institutions 
Soup kitchens 

Organ.J-zntion 

V12iting Nurses Association 
Birth Control League 
Salvation A1:my 
Shut-1 Society 
Red Cross 
Blind Society (Braille books) Blind Shop 
Family Aid Society 
Boy Scouts 
Girl scouts 
Campf'ire Girls 
Boys Club 
Y. ,- .C.A. 
Y.~ .C .A. 
Y. i.H.A. 
Y • . H.A. 

31 



(State Encyclope a) 

SOCIAL • .1FARE 

Organization (conti ued) 

na1am1rc Ci tizons Asaoci tion 
N le ork Guild of Amer1c 
Christ s Toy Dist1~b·t1on (10.000 toys annual) 

o a.war· s ~e Jo an' Ch:."istlan T p r.ance Union 
olaunre Colony, State Tr ining School 

st • . icha.el's Home for B oico 
lashin ton St1~eet Ile c o· Ea.bias 

Prisoners nido 
Pa le ard 

St to Old Aga \1el:f re Co:m:i1.-.s·on 
Hoth x-s' Pen::iion Cozm:i.ission 

Children (Cri pled) 

Un ployment COEpensation CoJ.!,ilUI.L>.i:::I on 
I11 'lu t1•ial Ace dent Boa 

· rkmn ' Cor ponsation LS.\7 
Ch· 1... Label" La 

·or . Pro ress Adninistra.tlon 
~,at1ono.l Youth Ad.ministrntio 

St t \ lf'are Homo 
Stat Tra1n1r. School f'cr ~aeblo ~1r.ded 

Tra.velera' Aid Societ-y 

Federal. Surplus Ca od1t1es Corpora.t_on 
( 1stribution and tho1 values) 

31 
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(State Encyclopedia) 

Fish and Game Le.we 

Licenses 

33 

SPORTS 

The fishing license tee for non-resident citizens is 7.50 • 
. 

A short-term or tourist license, valid for six consecutive days 
from date of issue, is available at a coat of $3.25. No license 
is required to fish in the Delaware River or Bay, and Atlantic 
Ocean, or Indian River Inlet. Children under 16 years and 
women accompanying a licensed fisherman require no license. 

The resident license fee ls 1.25. Residents may fish in the 
Indian River and all tide waters without license. Occupants 
and resident owners of farms containing 20 acres or more may 
f11h, hunt and trap on their farms without licens • Allena 
cannot fish, hunt or trap in Delaware except on a farm or 20 acres 
or more on which they reside. 

The non-resident hunting and traP,ping license tee ie 15.50, but 
a short-term license ood for five consecutive days from date of 
issue may be bad for s.so. Children under 15 are exempt when 
accompanied by a licensed hunter. The resident hunting and 
trapping license fee is 1.25. Licenses may be obtained from 
any Justice of the PeaoeJ proof of citizenship must be furnished. 

1938 Open Seasons and Bag Lim.its 

Frog •••••••••••••••••••• 
Squirrel •••••••••••••••• 
Rails (except coots} ••• 
Coots••••••••••••••••••• 
Gallinules (except coote) 
Sor••••••••••••••••••••• 
Dove•••••••••••••••••••• 

Fox,red••••••••••••••••• 
Raccoon and opossum ••••• 
Wild duck••••••••••••••• 
Geese••••••••••••••••••• 
Snipe•••••••••••••••••·• 
Woodcock •••••••••••••••• 
Pheasants (cock birds only 
Quail••••••••••••••••••• 
Rabbit•••••••••••••••••• 

ink, otter, and muskrat 

Begins 

May l 
Sept. 15 
Sept. 1 
Oct. 15 
Sept. 1 
Sept. 1 
Sept. 1 
Nov. 15 
Oct. 1 
Nov. l 
Oct. 15 
Oct. 15 
Oct. 15 
Oct. 15 
Nov. 15 
Nov. 15 
Nov. 15 
Dec. l 

Ends -
Dec. 31 
Nov. 1 
Nov. 30 
Nov. 28 
Nov. 30 
Nov. 30 
Sept. 30 
Dec. 31 
April 30 
Jan. 15 
Nov. 28 
Nov. 28 
Nov. 28 
Nov. 14 
Dec. 31 
Dec. 31 
Dec. 31 
Mar. 10 

Dail,: Limit 

24·:1-
6 

15 
25 
15 
15 
15 

10 
5 

15 
4 
2 

12 
6 

(On embanked meadows in New Castle County muskrats may be taken 
until March 20th.) 

* Limit or 10 daily with fishing license. 



\pt1. H. l< orh'3S 
SeptP~~e ~ Q, 1~40 

FARLY '1,,ASYE l' A.ALL • AYS 

Tl'e f rs+ aer1.n,1s atte'11--;-1- to la,r b"lsket • ~11 in 1f-tl -

nloyers \"ent out tl-iere f'ro.,,., the Y . M. C . A., w1'ere +-J-,e,r harl 

Tn tr e early- davs, tr e floor WA.S mark eel off, and tr e 

olayers "bqr'l to st" y w1 tr·i n tre "'1arks. Tre f'nnl +,r-1 es we-re 

r·anrl.led bv one plaver, wllt=:re s todav, tt·e -oln"IYer tre f0nl 

~ S f' 01'11"'1 l t t- on ~r~es for +re extra punt . 

One '"!oa.ch wro had experience in tr e e<'.\rl ,.. qmes cons ·i , ( rs 

them rrrn rer t:ban the 8J"18S nl9verJ. torl.t:iy . ':.1orlaY, schools an"l 

for co~1l":ieti t ve plav, f rir v,J-.i0.r ""rizes are awarrle,..J 8L the 

enn 0f ~le se~son . 

r~rJ 's raskPt h 11 tcP111s, l-f've entere1 tl:e nictt·re, •·Jt

t-in,,. ()TI a sritt·" tcr~ rrme, ~f' not SO rou r . 

Rc,ferenc~ ersonal Tnterview 
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ge File o.s-140 

, . . 
T'ae oil 111 en ral u o cs _ore to the 

0..'"" ~ E st and sout ... 1,well defined a n J:&f~ and dunes having 

:fo alo .. e s res of t. e ay nd ocean. 'J.1id 1 · sh 

y varyin ~ n id th bor ers on t. e el . .re : ver n 

fro- on quarter to bout four les. Above this the nature 

of ·h surface oil epe ds lnr·oly u1on dr • · e condi

un of org ic atter i ere ::1ing 11th poor 

ug in so 1e s ct.: 11 a soil of decidedly " 

"'10 ty I ru:u" ct r. 

Tl e s rea f'lo ·ng · irou 'l fl t level. co'l: try 

n.ve f'or · e •t cu p th through the 

!' · ut el ooft o 1 fo 1.: tions. Theil"' c ... annelf3 h ,ve not 

b en cu 'r> b lo tl a ge er0 l~veJ. oft e le d , l 

t ll'C1lS tho ·ir - !'ll~ es .;h y hr.iv r , 11 do!'ine anks. 

~..., :tar 619 , re.~"' ar t .. e . ater st e for 

so. :..lr,s the.1-,... n ou th • 

pl ed by 'alter l c!rshn r, m d J r1,y .., eoney. 

bleo 

( •·• '•· orri o 1 of Le u.s. e~r ~t .ont of' 

o,il C - t un·vc1sity of Deln are 

cu . tr t - S 1 ~ v yo~ Te Castle 

1915 

hJ. r.t •I 11 • (v 

( B) .. 

nt o. ~ru·10nt P Of.flee, 

J.th ~ co B • • 

;r .1 • to u.s.ne 
on"'· o-:"' ,..,. .. i 1lture,o d , .. ·oo. H f'fec 1 ar of' the Del ar 

.cultur 1 ..z.er.ment St tion,- Sol ourvoy o: ent 

Connt· ,D, a·are, 1918• Printing y Governnwnt Printing 

t-

otr·ce, ington 1920 - (32 p es) ith cco ponying map. 
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J. F. Pote 
January 19, 1939 

DR. WILLIAM BALDWIN 

"The Potato. From the Delaware Watchman. Dr. 

Baldwin, late surgeon on the frigate Congress, has 

decided the controversy respecting the habitat of the 

potato. Solanum Tuberosum. He found t~is vegetable 

growing abundantly on the north side of the Rio de la 

Plata, in wild uncultivated situations, un1mown to the 

inhabitants, who do not even cultivate this valuable 
\ 

plant, now so generally attended to in most parts of 

the civilized world. 

It is found growing among the rocks on Monte 

Video, and in the vicinities of Maldenado, in the sand 

hills on the river shore, as well as in low moist situa

tions, near streams of water. The largest tubers were 

not more than half an inch in diameter." 

Niles' Weekly Register, V. 14, P. 392 (Aug. 1, 1818). 

r I/ o/ I/" I 



Federal ftosettle~ent k~:n:strc.tion in Dela~~re 
l .l'. 8-5-36: 10. 

1r..-,'.F.A. in 1 el is carryin'" o'L1t :::. prorrm~ t:1.at n:e'ns the eventual 

retirement o: approximately 49C8 acres fron fa~~ usaie in 

the Stnte., chiefly forest c.reas in 1:ent t· Sussex '":aunties. 

rr Vlorl::ed out thrcu,·h tl e rehabil::. tr t:· on plan of the 2.c1n--~ ni strr.ticm 

b:- which 2 totf'.l 0f .. 2?, '1~.3 1,as been loane·l to 50 clients. 

11 :, arm C::.e'1t reduc tlons effec tc ... - ~ 45 .184. 

'I 

Options >2ve been f'.C~e')te'l at v:ashinetor on 28 percent of tl e 
4968 f'.r;res to be ret:l.rEd 8.'""l a fur._rl o:' .. 112,521 alloted 
to :retire tbis s·,bmarp-j nal l[>_n 1 • 

"Cost of nccessar:r la-d ir1provencnt is ostir.'atcd at 1.235,701. 

11 1':rovisions provi' ... e for 2. recrer-t:;.onal r rer, vii 16. life e c.nc tuar: 
, reforostat·· on; prevent:: on of strcar1 polll1:.tion ' sea 

coast crorion. July 3,Z6, 3t3 rre:n wore bein' erplo~~ed 
in t 1 is phase of tl1e v:ork. 

11 ~1aren~0 F. Yeys is project manurer. 
II 

rr11i s lan .. is CO perr;crt woe C"C •• ~ oor u.rainae-J was an importr~nt 
frctor in t:·e fr'cilU:i.."'e to far-:i tl'c land .... 15') 2..vers.ie 
ann:..al casl' inco:"'e per :'c'.r:rr t~_erc. 

" ielm c re Str te LrnJ. PlPnninc 'ion2ul t,rts eetirin ted Del. :bas nho~·t 
33, OOJ acres ::.n c cr::.cl,l tur[' 1 use v:r'ic:!:' sh0l1ld be retired 
i'ro~1 such use ir t 1e "hes t interec ts of t' 10 3t" to I s lr.,.,r. 
..,,,esonrc:es. 11 



W. H. Conner 
January 9, 1939 

'11RANSPORTA'l1 ION 

Extract from the Delaware State Journal {Statesman and 

Blue Hen's Chicken), Wilmington, Friday, May 29, 1857. 

FOR PHILADELPHIA. 

At 6.45 A. M. and 2 P. M. 

ON and after MONDAY, J/.ay 4th, the steamers ZEPHYR and 

PIONEER will run as follows, viz: 

Leave Wilmington at 6.45 A.M., and 2 F.M. 

Leave Philadelphia at 8.30 A.M. and 3 P.]'. 

Stopping at Chester and Marcus Hook each way. 

Fare between Wilmington & Philadelphia, 38 cents. 

II for Colored Persons, 30 cents. 

Return trip tickets, 60 cents. 

Between Chester or Hook and Philad'a, 18 cents. 

II for Colored Persons, 15 cents. 

Return trip tickets, 30 cents. 

Return trip tickets are good only for the day they 

are dated. 

Freight taken at the usual low rates. Shippers are re

spectfully notified to send receipts, (properly filled up,) 

with each lot of goods and that all goods not receipted for 

will be entirely at the owners risk. Slip receipts can be 

procured at the office, in Wilmington or Philadelphia. 

ate 

'l 



orb 
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RIN CB SE VICE I I !NOTO 

nd Ton 
ton 

B tor t 1cabs m de th ir pp r nc on 1lm1n ton str t, 

as n r r conv yd to and from the D ot by horse-drawn 

cabs. Thi bu inea wa contr 11 d by th ilmin ton Traner r 

Com any, wh1 h 1 o handle th t and lug • The cab 

did not diff r r tly fr th taxi of to ay. Th ha om 

ob, opular in metro olit n center, a never adopt d hr. 

Thi wa a high two- he 1 d aff ir, th driver sitting on his 

hi h t 1n th r ar; the r ins r n over th top f the cab, 

throu ha bracket on th front ot the roof. Th t the dr ver 

mi ht mor r adily communicate with his far, a 11 tra 

door w in th roof in front oft driver. Two small door 

clo din fro t of th pas r, about halt- ay up, with 

curt in for th upper h lf inc s of incle nt w ather. As 

1 th c e in all to- h led v hiol s, th re wa 

ount of jolting xper1enc d. 

cert in 

Thi of cab originat on th Contin nt, n ha di -

p rd with the hor • Th c bs r nted out by th livery-

cone r r r eddi sand tun rals were drawn by two hors s, 

th driv r re don a hi h tin front, nearly lev 1 with 

the roof of th cab. Th old com ny, n w lmown a th 11 1 • 

Tr fer, confine it bu ins to the han 11 of 

b a e, th c b servic b 1 d1v1d d among v ral diff r nt 

taxi co anie. 

Rf r nee: er onal R coll ction. 
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File Under n d ~ a About ·450 Words 

BIG CYPRESS SWAMP -
The outstanding reminiscence of past ages th~t attracts attention 

in Delaware is the well-lmown Big Cypress, or Cedar, Swamp, aR area 

of approximately 30,000 acres that lies mostly in southeastern 

Sussex County, Delaware, and to a smaller extent in Worcester and 

Wicomico Counties, Maryland. 

This great wil erness, largely wet, is famed for the layers of 

cypress and white cedar which underlie the deep muck and rotted voge-
.. 

tation of the swamp bed. Successive fares, burning below the surface 

often for a year at a time, have destroyed most of the peat con

taining the a munnnified logs, but small scattered areas remain. The 

logs are perfectly preserved by the chemical action of the peat in 

which they have been imbedded for thousands of years. 

About 18501 the standing bald-cypress and white cedar timber 

was exha«sted, and raising of the buried logs began. Froiµ that time until 

1900, shimgl es were mad&( by hand as formerly) from logs raised 

in winter flood-time. Mining of cypress ceased when cheaper redwood 

and fir shingles were brought from the Wist. 
~t to where men with :;;oss-cut sa:ws 

The power for working the logssxfwwta\ieclxh1=xe·"&JE0.x \ 

could cut them into sections of shingle length was furnished by oxen. 

The tools used were strange in modern aspect, and their names are 

stran~till--the riving frow, .ta. bolting frow, riving maul, ramping 

stic'lM shingle-horse, in addition to mauls and draw-lmi ves. 

Most of the houses of early colonial days, and later, in the central 

Peninsula, were sheathed and roofed with these hand-riven cypress shingles, 

often 30 inches long. Houses of great age in Lewes, Millsboro, and 

Georgetown, as well as in Berlin, Md., bear original shingles from the 

Big Cypress Swampj W... Worn thin, they show no signs of3NB2¥J;._decay, 

perhaps because they were split, or riven, with the grain, and 

not sawed as modern shingles are. 



Bears survived in the swamp until 1840, a century af'ter their extinction 

elsewhere on the ua,Peninsula, and deeT have been seen from time 

to time in recent years, though presumed to have escaped from Maryland 

preserves. All types of local wild life occur in the swamp, including lHllt%. 

snapping turtles of great size and the rare and beautiful wood duck 

(summer duck). Many species of flora distinctly southern in nature 

exist, including the southern bald cypress, white cedar, gums, hollies, 

magnolias, smilax, and others. Huckleberries grow extensively, and 

are in bearing in July. 

As the headwaters of the Pocomoke River, the swamp water until the 

present time has always flowed 75 miles southwest to the Chesapeake Bay. 

In 1936 1 however, a canal was being built from the upper Pocomoke to 

a tributary of the Indian River, which flows into the Atlantic Ocean to 

the northeast, thereby taking .3:f!llll advantage of the 30-foot natural 

elevation of the swamp floor which was separated from the Atlantic 

f atershed by only three miles of intervening dry land. In contraSf

to . the clogged, crooked and na'rrow channel of the P0 comoke, the new 

outlet will permit the swamp water to fall nearly 30 feet in five 

miles, and is expected to permit drainage of excess water to such an extent 

that s~and a~res of peaty~ soil, very rich, will be 

made a~or agriculture. 

importance 

exist in Dela are. 



DELA;~ AREANS IN REVOLUTIONARY NAVAL SERVICE 

Amon Dolaw r ns ho served with then v 1 forces dur

in the Revolutionary 1ar ere Captain J mes Montgomery , a 

Scotc n, whoo ned a small ves el in the Continental service; 

Captain enry Geddes; C pt in Samuel Lovering , who was con-
,,__.... 

fined six months on the British prison ship Jersey; Ca tain 

Hugh ontgomery, of the brig Tanc1 fameJ Commander Charles 

Pope, of the St te Schoener Vi~ilant , d later of the State 

Schooner Delaware (for sev ~r 1 years Delaware maintained 

St te vy, with co. lement of marines under Pope, who had 

lso been Lieut. Col. of Col. avid Hall's Delaware Re iment); 

Capt in Henry Fisher , Le es 1lot, who kept ~ashlnrton in

formed of the movements of the British fleets; French Kellum, 

sailor in the Continent l Navy {the sailor who fell down the 

~ ll)J nd Jon"t Robinson, co nder of The Poll1es 1 a 

Wilmin ton brigantine. 

+-
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A-59_20-KIDD. Ref. "Capt:-Ricla 
and His Skeleton Island" by Har
old T. Wilkins 

"A Lycence of marriage granted 
unto Capt. William Kidd New 
York, Gentleman, of the on~ party 
and Sarah Oort, widow of Jol>'' [ 
Oort, late of New York merch"nt, 
deceased, the 16 day of'MaY 1691." 

The ancestry of Capt. .l{idd is 
unproven; from various sources it 
seems probable he \tas b. Scotland 1· 

about 1645. 
A Captain Thomas Bradley of 

England had a daughter Sarah 
who married William Cox, alder
man and i:1erchant of New York; 
he was d:owned off Staten Island. 
She married second John Oort, 
merchant and ship's captain; said 
to have been one of Capt. Kidd's 
officers. 

She married Capt. Kidd, see 
license as above. They had daugh
ters Sarah and Elizabeth; tradition 
says there was a son, but no men
tion is made of him in wills fol
lowing. 

Capt. Kidd was tried at Old \ 
Bailey and executed as a pirate, 
1701. A Samuel Bradley who died 
in New York. 1702-3, left a will 
in which he named father Samuel 
Bradley. brother Henry Bradley; I 
and "my loving brother-in-law, 
William Kidd" to be executor of 
this will. 

Widow Sarah Kidd lived in "the 
comfortable and pleasant home of 
Captain Kidd at Liberty Square" 
in strict seclusion, with her 
daughter, nntil 1702, when on Nov. 
4th Lord Cornbury grantes a li
cense to many to Christopher 
Konsley <Rounsby) and v·idow 
Sarah Kidd. They lived for years 
in an old mansion of "the Bouw
ery." She was again left a widow 
and died 17 44. 

In her will dated Nov. 1, 1732, 
with a codicil dated Aug. 26, 1743, 
she named children Christopher, 
Henry, William Rousby; Sarah, 
widow of Joseph Latham; Eliza
beth, wife of John Trou1 . The 
codicil states that Sarah Latham 
having died her share to go to her 
children. 

It seems strange that. among 
all the traditions given in this 
book there is no mention of the 
common one in New England 
about Mercy <Sands') Raymond. 
but the same story is gi,,en on p. 
322 that a stranger who on a dark 
and stonnY night begged shelter 
at Rye, N. Y.. in the morni_ng 
"filled the ::toodwifc's a;,ron with 
Arabfan e-nlrl " Ptc. 

Thai-he-;as at Block Island is 
shown by several rect rds and on 
P. 124, Sarah Sands of Shoreham, I 
N. E. <Block Island) made de
position that Capt. Kidd with wife 
aboard shin was at Blork IslFLnd 
in June, 1699. B. L.B. 

* * • 
A-5920. A. S. A. L., Feb. '6, 

1946. KIDD- LATHAM. Joseph 
Latham of Flushing, L. I., and N. Y. 
city, b. 1674, d. 1748, mar. 1696, 
Jane Singleton. Their son Joseph 
was a shipwright of N. Y. city, 
d. 1731-2, mar. Sarah <--), dau. 
of Sarah Rousby of N. Y. city, who 
was widow of Christopher Rousby 
of New Jersey; she previously 
mar. Capt. Kidd and It may be 
possible that Sarah who mar. 
Joseph Latham was their dau. 
Ref. N. Y. Calendar of Wills, publ. 
by Col. Dames of N. Y., pg. 318. 

G. E.T. 
* * * A-5920, A. S. A. L., Feb. 16, 

1946. KIDD - LATHAM. Sarah, 
dau. of Samuel Bradley, and wife 
of Capt. William Kidd, was mar. 
four times. She mar. 1st Apr. 17, 
1685. William Cox. who was 
drowned Aug., 1689; she mar. 2nd 
John Oort and mar. third, May 
16, 1691, Capt. William Kidd. 
After his death she mar. 1703, 
Christopher Rousby, removPd to 
N. J., where sh~ d. Sarah d. 1744. 
N. Y. city; had considerable real 
estate. She had no children by 
first or second marriages, but is 
supposed to have had daughters 
by Capt. Kidd. Her will prrbated 
N. Y. names five children: Chris
topher, Henry, Sarah :.atham, 
William, Elizabeth Throop, wife of j 
John Throop Jr. By a codicil in 
1743 Sarah Latham having d. her 
share is left to her children. 

Joseph Latham was a member 
of the pioneer shipwright family 
of N. Y. city; was prob. son of 
Joseph and Jane (Singleton) 
Latham. He d. 1731-2, leaving all 
to his wife Sarah; estate was in-
solvent. 1. H. P. 

* * * A-5920. A. S. A. L., Feb. 16, 
1946. KIDD - LATHAM. Have a 
Raymond record which states: 
"Richard OJ and Judith Ray
mond had a son Joshua (2) Ray-I 
mond, who mar. Elizabeth Smith 
and settled in New London Co 
Conn. Their son, Capt Joshua (3) 
Raymond mar. Mercy sands o! 
Block Isla~d,_ heroine of a legend 
of Capt. William Kidd the Pirate ,. 
Have more d~ta on Capt. Joshi.{a, 
(3) Raymond s desc. Would like 
to_ know about this Capt. William 
Kidd legend. H.J. K. 

• ... * 



Henrietta Lovinger 
April 1, 1940 

Industry and Commerce 
Shipbuilding 

SHIPBUILDING IN WILMINGTON, 1851-56 

"~_hip building_ in Wilmington. - The following are the 

number of vessels built in Wilmington for the six years, 

commencing in 1851 and ending June 30, 1856: In 1851 there 

were 9 vessels built, amounting to 1 1 752 tons, viz: 1 ship, 

4 schooners, 1 sloop, or canal boat; and three steamers. Dur

ing the same year there were 3 schooners and 3 sloops built in 

New Castle. 

In 1852 there were 23 vessels built in Wilmington of 2,923 

viz: 16 schooners, 5 sloops and canal boats, and 2 steamers. 

In 1853 there were 33 vessels built, amounting to 4,435 

tons, viz: 29 schooners, one sloop and 4 steamers. 

In 1855 there were 37 vessels built of 5,477 tons, viz: 

1 ship or bark, 30 schooners,4 sloops and canal boats and 2 

steamers. 

In 1856 there were 31 vessels built of 41 385 tons, viz: 

1 ship or bark, 1 brig, 18 schooners, 9 sloops or canal boats, 

and 2 steamers~' 

From the Delaware Gazette, April 30, 1858, p. 3, col. 2. 



• H. Conner 
June 2_0, 1941 

DELA ARE ECORDS TAKEl FROM 

THO S STROUD•S VE SEL 

History 
R volutionary ar 

According to the 1li.nutes of Council of the Dela are 

.§!!.!:!_, Pae 947, the vessel which was captured by the 

British when they too 11 ington, and on board of hich 

were valuable State papers, as owned by Thomas Stroud. 

Tho a Stroud'& widow sought re1mburs ~nt tor Stroud1a 

losses fro the State. 

It see at t Tho as Stroud•s vessel a taken or hired 

by the then President ot Delaware State (John ~oK1nly, cap-

tured by the British at.the sa ti ) to rec 1ve on board 

the Papers of the Central Loan Office of Dela are, the Records 

of aw Castle County, and some valuable private property. 

(Although not m nt1oned in the nutea, this private property 

included the funds of the Ne rk Ao demy.) 

The ve sel was taken by the enemy while under the guns 

of the fort near 11 n ton on the oming of Septemb r 13, 

1777. (This would have been Saturday orning.) The vessel 

as damaged al91-1O a., there was~ 15 tor 5 days hire, 1n 

all a 206 - 12 s.-lOd. 

Stroud1 a widow request d re burse ent. E. cComb, 

Auditor of Accounts, on June 3, 1785, thought that if an 

allo ance of any kind be paid, it should be paid equally by 

the United States and the Dela are State. 
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Assam.bled by Gorcllelli tler 
Wr1 tten by •• R. Coxmer 

STAffl OBSERVANCES 

I 
! 

The uaual legal h911dqs are obsened in Delaware, but the 
' . 

outstanding tale holiday 1• Delaware DaJ', celebra,ed on Deo• 

ember'• the ann1v raarJ' of the State's entrance into the Union 

:1n 1,a7 bJ signing tht Oonatitution of the United Stat••• Thie 

da7 hae special a1gniticaJlc because the Diamond State was the 

t1rst r the colonies to e1 the documen\ and 1a ·tmeretor• 

ti ,1ed to precede ce ot olb.er Sh.tea 1n parades and ceremonials• 

Flag JW, Arbor Dq, Conat1tut1on DaJ' are 

1n the ools and by the general public. 

Among the Nd.•let,ei- dqa t Delaware ls •A Da7 1n Old New 

Caat:,.e", held annuall.J' 1n the city of that name bf the trienda 

of ;tlll • .-,.- Church, bull 1n 1'70:S. The da' ls the 2nd or 3~ 

Saturda7 1n Ma7 and the 1'mds oollec,ed aN utilized 1n paJing 

tor improvements to the church atl'Ucture. The 

lfe Castle are thrown open to the public, and .fa:m.117 helrlocaa, 

includ ictur coll t10D.B 1 ,re•RevolutioD.U7 ooettmea, 

J:>.ouse•tumi•hinSs JIUl7 be Tined. '!'he CW1tom was inaugurated more thal 

a decad ago. !he price of admission 1a t2 and Tiaits ma.7 be aade 

b teen 1 and e P.M.,Mvanc 'l'ble. 

•no-,er s held annuall7 \,J' the Garden Club ot Dover, 

on which oceae1on the tine old houses and gardens ot the 

tate Ca ital ue opened to th bllc. 'l'he adaiaslon 1• 

and th proceeds used 'bf the Club tor the beautit'i• 

cation and betterm.enl of the c1Q"• Christ Church, erec,ed 

in 173', is opened for the dq, 



I 

the old holllea AN offend tor exhibit, u well u a •P of 

DoYer aa 1, app,uied 1n Jlevo1ut1onar, dq8 • Iha date of 
I 

the affair talJa ei~er on the lat or 8Dd SQIU'dq la JlaJ', 
I 

atad nat,a -,t b~ ude beta 12.so aad e.so '••• 

Mvaoed ~• 

"Old • »q• waa h•:,.4 tor the ftret '1ae ill Rehoboth Beaoh 

and ~. Del., • Sahrdq• .l'mle n, 1938. It waa aponaoN4 

'bJ" u;/a a Suaaex ooatiau 1n.terea,ed. 1n an. A number 

ot t¥f der houaea u well aa the churohea "" opened to 

vi~"'°r~, and Indiaa :re11oa, Colonial tuniahiqa, and 

,aittquefa of houebold and t&l'II ue nre exh1b1ted.e Whe\her 
/ I 

/ •014 suaaex 1>q• 11111 becaae an amma1 1na,1su.11-. haa 

not b~• decided.. 

•sts 41'hurac1q• ta a re-\Ul1on dq held anmw.1,- al Bonra 

..... on the Ind !b;undq 1n Auguat. KaJ17 thousand.a trca all 

parJJ ot the tat &N attracted. •Big~ llaa bea ob-, 

••~-1 tor neatt/7 a cen"1JT, and had 1,a onas.. 1n all old 
~ 

1• marking A.ugu 10 aa th• tlrat daJ' • which o,aMra could 

bJ ta:aa at,er the· oloaed aeuoa. '1'he !bundq aeana, the date 

ls chosen tor the oelebrall•J a, pr•••, p1otaloa Q'e held 

and -Jor lnlere• oahra lb. the i,v.i..,... .. 

ot po11t1oal tau,••• 
· and the mending 

!he deao«ndan • of the Jrantlooke Indiana who 11T• on the 

ahorea of Indian River and Bq, Suaau Count,-, hold a Po..Wow 

on each fhanlug1y1ng J)q'. At the teu, held at oak Orchai'd, the 

pipe of peace 1• smoked and cereaoni • of 'f'&l'ioua Jc1nd1 engaged 111. 

Old Chr11 , or heltth Night, is o'baerYed. 1n Suaaex Oount,-

with exchange 0£ preaen.b and by church aen1ce•• 

In Wtlm1ngton, the obaerYanoea are varied, with few ot 



.~ 
th• oa f the o~ • '!rile, Hallowe•en hu alft1'• 3,.ocmed. ,. 
large as a ma3~ ••r•' nigh~~or a number of years 11 took 

on the aapeol tor a entable 11.RlM.t.. Gras, and thousand• ot 

Yis1 tors pouje4 !:If.,: Yiew the huge masked parade•• 

In Wihw,lgtoaf; . the ~•••• People• Set,1emea, House bold..S 

an annua1 Mq '-'•~1Yd laa11ng :· three dqa, devoled to the drama, 
/ 

deoluaU ••~,and o\he)' exerclH•• '1'he waaa•e College of 

the Un1yerJ1'1' ~ Dflaware 11k•w1•• atagea a Kq PeaUYal each 7ear. 

'f- btereat.lq o~eroial bargain ~held tJ::,delfimtngton 

~ th~ Meroatile s+,,1on of the Ghaqer ot Camm ro~la known u 

Dolf .DIIJ', -.pb••t b 1ng laid on bargaiu at a dollar each. 

<'I 
1 !he d I a oho•• ari 1n Pe'bl'QalT and llarch. Dollar !>q's b&Te been 

~ I 

I 

held tn 1filmlngtoa1tor a quarter ot a cen1nu.7, and the occaa1ou 
I 

have 
1
i.on oonaide~l• Nputalioa 1n the region avround1ng that 

o1 '1i •Wll.ld.npoa /Da7•, anota.r oammeroial aale-clq, was tnaugura,ed 

in ~9\58, and b ~14 • -.t-ammal.J.r~ . P In at, ma-vq ad OoUbe:r. 

AJl \apiOUlhra/1 Ski• 1n essence, Delann wa, 'alft.7• noted tor 

ila ,Sta • Pair• ill the put. !he f Delaware ••r: &-~~~ JP~ 

held 1n WllmSncton ror a generali~wa• reokon.ed u one ot the 

IIO~t progreas1Te 1n thl) Bu • II baa been aucoeeded bJ' the 
l 
j 

Jt t-Susau: Skte Pair, held at Harrlngton, Del., a1nce 19li. . . 
' 
/1931, 1'here waa a total of 9'11000 paid adll1ae1ou to the 
l 

grpunda, wbJ.ch coTer - 00 ••re•• I, 1a IW.'ked l>J the uaual 

agrioultaral exhibltsa, Tallderi.Ue attract1ona, firework• di•• 

lqs, and hameaa borae-rac••• !he talr grounds are used 1n the 

winter-tble aa a tr•Snlng track for racing a bl••• !he Ken• 
Susan: Pair opens oa !u.eedq of the last ek 1n Jul7 ad cloaea 

oa Saturda.7 night. It 1a the firal t'a1~ in the la.at to open for 

the season. 



'l'h pr ctie or rural voluntee ~iremen :.bl:"2112:1:~im,~ 

holding carnivals during the summer montha has 

a cuat in Del ware. At thes at ra, th proceeds ar aed to 

puroha e qui en,, inasmuch s the .firemen fter thei} 

s rvic s fr , the ne1 rhooda jo n liberally 1n 
I 
'\ p,,rt .. 

\, 
I 

of thee fund ... r 1 ing carn.1.vala. A eek' s carnival 1s held ' 

each year 1n Jun by Delaware Post. o. 1, Am r1oan Legion• · 

n he ground of t helx- 1lm1ngton Home. 

ntion mu.st be aiso ot the Ard Town F r, Held at the 

S1ngl Tax CololQ' earl7 September, alld th Umlngton Auto• 

-·""ha b en held tor a week in K1d-"1nter for mobile Show, 

more than 25 J' • 
Carol inging 1 e,~.,"6ed 1n a 1lm1ngton bf various groups 

in front of th Public Building each Ollriatmas, and ;Easi;er Carols 

are ung the sam apo,. Delaware has no organized State group fo:r• 

singing• but local groups e.xis in communities, among th91!-A:he 

1~--.ton Connnunit7 Chorus, the Delaware Saenger~(German) 

or 1J.m1nst n, and th ll'pbas Capella Club d drp11e s Club, both of 
,, 

1J.m1nston, the latter a group o organiJsed 1n 1917. 

In th s v ral localities of the t ,e,/\o 
held of h1 tor1o , r 11 1ous, and 1;1ocal nawr 

Calendar 

thi Gu1d • 

) £ 

Da7 

! 



An important hi ,orical celebration to commemorate the 300th ann1v r arr 
et the landing of th Swede at Wilmington will be held 1n Delaware in 

l~. The ob ervanc w111 b hel Jointly~ th tate t Dela re and 

PtimqlTan!.a, d th U .s. ve:mment haa pa ed a x-eaolution to invite 

• King of Swed n to attend and has appropriated 10,000 to pa7 th ~ 

ot th Old orld T1·e1 tora. Th 

ady adYi ed that Sweden will coop rate ao,1vel7. In addition, it is 

ad to have mint d a peoial commem.orat1v halt-doll r and to s cur 

or p c1al commemoratlv tamps. 

r th celeb,:-a ion, 11h11 larg 1 been d f1n1t 17 

\t1'1111n d pon a ye • Both ennay1Yan1a hav s 1 c,ed T r-

•t•narr Commi io , the Del ar group being headed bJ' Georg A. Elliot, 

,..a1d nt, with Dr ... Georg H. Ryden, general e retarJ'J Kiss Ann T, 

Lincoln, r cording eecretar,, and •• Alfred V. du.Pon,, treasurer. 
oint 

!he c ntral/ilii~of th observance will b at ilkeJmttrvsz "The Bocka•, 

• th Chri tl Rivel' a Wilmington, which 1 the spot here the s eden 

lmded and th 1r fir , a ttlem nt 1n Delaware and 1n th ew orld. 

l 10Tement 1a n f oo, for the aoqui 1 '1en by -~• t te r la ware of 

o\ of pe _ p two ore embr c1ng 111'.b.e Rocks", and for th rection of 
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\"I • H. Forb 
pt mber 12, 1940 

l ; LOCAL E~'JTERPRISE 

Cities and Towns 
ilmin on 

the 1890' 11m1n on ha a hat factory, with a 

store fo the s le of the pronuct. Thia establ1 hm nt 

a on et venth Street, and wa conducted by Saltz lver 

o.nd Bupp, t o yow men originally from York, • his as 

th first op ortunity that local men had to buy a derby bat 

that ould fit co fortably. 

t th factory, 1ze and hape ot the hsaa, regist ring 

very bump and d nt, wer ta.ken by the u e of rench machin, 

known a ncomform.at ur." o rads, riced t· o and thr e 

dollar ., ' re old. An tt mpt ~ms made to compete in the 

outside market wi h th larg r nd older hat concerns, out 

iith littl UCC&B. T efforts to read out as vent• 

u lly th ir u doin, and th business was discontinued about 

1910. 

Ref reno Per onal Recollections. 



' : , L Brrnvn i. 11g 
~-11-38 .. 2:riculture 

Don ~edro, the Tuerino Sheep 

~fe 0f E. I. ~r. du Pont de }{err ours le.:'t .B·rance in 1801, e;oing via 
ti?ont, Vol. 

7 , _:l.272. London, having :.n his chnr0 e four l!erino rams, destined to 

A:r-ierica , two of which were consigned to i~r. Deles~Prt 's farm, 

~t Rosendale, near Kingston on the ~udson River; one was in

tended for .. r. du Pont de Nemours himself, who theri lived near 

:rew York and the other was to be _::,resented to r r. Thomas Jef

ferson. 1r. du Pont embarked in the ship Ben~amin Franklin, 

which was delayed at London twenty days. His subsequent Jassa0e 

to the United States was long and boisterous , in consequence of 

which three of the sheep died and it was with tne 0 rentest dif

ficulty that Hr. dt: Pont preserved the fourth. The ship arrived 

at nh~ladelphia on July 16, 1801. 

'I'h.'..s '1a .. :ticular sheep, Don Pedro, is unquesti0nably the 

father of all ;lferino sheep in A'lleri ca today. 

The rar.1 was b1~ousht to \lilmin~ton in J11ly 1805, and ta1rnn 
/ .; 

to the home of Eleuthere Irenee du font , where he was p~ 0 ced 

~t the head of the du Pont ewes. T:1e only record of his death 

:s contained iP. a letter from Gareches and Ravesies , of Phila

delphia, written to E. T. du Pont, dated 1~ay 18, 1811, which 

states: 11:,~essieurs , "le wish to send you our c0mpliments , con

gratulations and condolence on the activity of' your cloth factory 

and on the deatr.. o.:' Don Pedr0." 

The ·mportation of this sheep was due to the desire of 

E. I. du Pont to impr0ve thA class of wool ~reduced locally, he 

havtnc started a woolen weavtnc ~lant here. 

The raising of sheep was uiven impetus by the ef'tablishment 

of the ~'0olen mi 1.7 s '":ere, which was an important industry as 

10 / 
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eA.rly as 1810. 

1, The weavin5 industry continued for a number of years , at 

one ~ime there bein~ five nlants located here , which had a capitali 

zation of more than ,350 , 000. Even as late as 1880 ficures shovr 

that there were 21,967 sheery in the three counties of the state , 

the wool clip for that yeP..r totaling 97,946 pounds. 

Sheep on nur.ibers of farms became infected -..,1:.. tn footrot 

and the i.ndus try declined. The 0 rea ter part of t:be soil of 

Delaware is sandy and inclined to da.~pness , whereas sheep thrive 

best at a hie;h elevation and require a dry climate. 

An eneraving of ~on Pedro is contained :n the Life of 

Eleuthere Iren_e.e du Pont i'rom Contemporary Correspondence , 

translated from the French by B. G. du Pont . Don ~edro had 

been selected from 6,000 sheep sent to the French government by 

Spain in settlement of the Treaty of Easle , in 1800. He was of 

fine proportions, wei.:;hed 135 r:i0unds , and rad a fleece of superior 

quality. 

Don Pedro became well-known throughout the younc States , and 

Thomas Jefferson, nlso raisinc:; mer:no s1-1eep at J~onticello, wrote 

his regrets at hearing of his death in 1811. Du. Pont had a '!Iooden 

im~ge made of Don Pedro, and Peter Eauduy, who had also gone :!.nto 

:::heep r islng on a large scale at Eden Park, had two 1r1ages made 

at the same time . These, of wood and -r:artly hollov1, with I)ro

vision for oil to be poured into the interior to ,reserve them, 

vere set u.:::=, at the entrance c.,ates to ~den .!?ar k , New Castle Avenue 

and}. StJa recreational center, South Wilminetcn. Here they 

remained until early in the twentieth century, when , having 

become dilapidated, they were removed by Frank V. du Pont and 

the preeent ones , of ~oPcrete, wA~e placed on the uato ~osts. 



e of E. 
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239. 
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136. 

-3-

The correspondence as to Don Pedro, showin0 the desire of 
,,,,. ,,, 

Fleuthere Irer.ee du Pont to improve the breed of sheep in this 

country follows: 

Henry~. Bornaud wrote to Victor du Pont from Rosendale, 

July 2, 1'303: 11 I have, as directed in your letter of June 29, 

sent to Pierre Thomas, the mulatto, the Spanish ram,~ and the 

necessary !'>revision for his j0urney. I hired a wa0 on and sent 

everythin0 to the place you directed." 

-:1-:>robably the fame-us :)on Pedro. 

Peter ~auduyJaddressinu Victor du Pont, from WilMington, 

on l\:ay 13, 1805 writes: 11As Irenee is still very enxious to have , 
Don ~edro, see whether he is still for sale. Answer that in 

your first le.i.sure r1or1ent. 11 

e of E. R. Dupl nty,in a post~crt,t to a letter by Anthony G·rard 
cu P0n t, 
• VII, to E. I. du Pont de !Temours and Company, dated e r1 Yor'c, !-. ay 30, 
239. 

1806 adds: "I have been requested by the a&ent of 1'r. de Lessert 

to ask :r. Irenee vn1etcer the Spanish ram is still alive and 

able to return to Rosendale. I shou1 ,1 1 i.ke an i:rnriedia te answer 

to this question. In the Meantime, :i: salute you heartily." 

A of E. Peter Bauduy to~. I. du Pont in a letter dated en Newport 
u Pont, 

, II, Packet, July 31, 1806, being enr:mte to Providence, R. I., says 
59. 

in part: "Please have taken to your place the :four or five 

shAep which you told me you have bou~ht for me, so that they 

will be with Don Pedro." 

of E. R. Duplanty wr·t·nu E. I. du Pont from :ew York, June 22, 
u 2ont, 

, II, 1807, asks: 11 Uhancellor Li vines ton wants to knew w11ether you 
08. 

have any sheep and a y0~ns ran: d~rectly descended from Don Pedro 

which you co1ld spare to him. I :-,rc:mised to ask you and 2ssured 

hLm in advance th.at you will do all you can to gratify Fr. L. and 
... 

to 11elp the .:.mnrovements he 1 as in view. 11 



fe o~ E. E. I. du Pont vr: t.:.ng du Pont de Nemo:...re in :?r:::mce, on 
du :'ont, 
', VIII, April 12, 1 808, in closine:; re:.nin"ls: 11 I oeu you not to for0 et 
, 40, 

my request that you send me some Merino sheep. They ~0uld be 

very valua le for that industry (manufacture of clot~) and in 

any event would be ~rcfita~le; ~ecple in this country are 

beginnine to reali~e the:r value. I have sold one of Don Pedro's 

young rams for forty dollars. Ycu riay judt_;e from that what a 

profit a flock of Spanish mer.:.nos wculd ive. I will ask Jef

ferson~~ to hel~ me to cet them her if you are un~ble to arran6e 

.L.• -1- II ,., . 
-;H-ri:,sident Thomas Je.:: erson 

e o:' E. E. I. du Pont in a letter -1-0 du Pont de ... errours, v,ri tten 
du Print, 
• VIII, Jan. 28, 1809, referrinG to sheep writes: 11 1J.1he flock 0f :r:erinos 
143. 

for vr.ich: rave use is very important. If yoar meas do not 

pe1ni t : t, ask I r. Biderman~~ to :::,ay for the~ and I wiJ l repay 

him for all the cost, or if he pre~ers it, I w:11 bive hL~ a 

ehare of t:11.e pro.?erty and the ,:-irof: ts. I cen:not u.r0 e ~rou 

sufficiently to do all that you can in this r-attcr. I have now 

a rather gcod flocl:: deecendea from Pedro, Lut he ~ s ve.,..y old nC'w 

anc.. we neec fl 1 arge riumber c-f Rheep 1i th fine ·wol to helr .:.n 

-1-he e::pPnses of our factory. 'A.auduy en •ld keep 2., 500 sheep at 

Eden "'arl,., nnd v: ctor and : l;e~\"SP!~ ..... s could feed 500 or 600, 

les::.de which tre ,,.~ed wruld increc..se in the neie_;htorhood and 

.:.:.nprove trn wr,ol. Try, ear Pa'"'f1, tc send us at le..,,_st a few 

rruns and sone sheep. I teu ~rou also t,..., c; e-1"r1 Me the loo1t on 

instructions fo,--. s~1ephe-r>ds by ..... DaJ.1 entrm, I rste:;rie 's work 

on~ erinos and any other tooks on the subject tlat :r.:ay be 

us efu1. tc us on ~he making of wool e"'l r;oods. 

* r0ther-in-law of E. I. du Pont. 
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:fP "f E. B. T. du P"'nt advises d.u rin-1-; de Ne:r.C't:rr in a '"'Or ..:i.nicnt·0n 
, d.,;. :>()nt, 
l. VT , en Nove .... er ''2, 1809, that: "~le "Ve very -Pev1 merinos, but t·1.ey 

' ()()'7 • 

,.,,..,"' sprea.1inc all over the cc -:.mtry v,ith f!StC'n srin.3 rE1~ :a.:.ty. 

Fur:i~ re:rs has :r _1orted t •10 hundred, r 1.vin6st0n six ., sever"l 

others one c- two; Pedro'F descendants a~e all abcut ~s. 1ever

~heless, I much re~,..,e, t~at it is :n,oss.'..ble for ~0u to send us 

f1ny; there :: s nC't-r · nL, · n t·1. s co• 1ntry tra; fC'r ' eauty co!"l. ares 

f .. th Eldrc • " 

":: E. l-·. T'.0rnt0n inn let':er to E. I. ru TJont ~lated r>t the c·t:r 
, \,. font , 

. VI.I, of 'lasl in toP desires ·o ~r0w t~e ~,..,lce fnr nne 0f :~es ns of 
, 261. 

Dem >edro. He says: 11 I wrote .ore than rpce 'tv nur wc.,rtr.:r 

I'r.:.end 2auduy., req'..lestin'-- to 'rnow +-he rrice nf "'ne of your hit)'est 

bred LarJ.be., ut never havin~ received any ansver., I must troulle 

0nP of the hit,heP t '..ired f'nns of D0r: Pedro. I vm ld r"' ther have 

one of' ~0urs th n either : r. Li vinus ton's nr · . ..,,. H'--t"Tphrey 's or 

any stock n America, Lecause ,. 1rn0w :I sh0·1ld noL su:Pf Elr from 

cit,! er P~ jnte~tion to dece.'..ve, 0r an inatt~~tion to the various 

crc-sces. 11 

i-e of E. I.., " et te dated "v'i.lirinc,ton, June 15, lLlO, ddrE sr.ed to 
du "'>0rd;, 

. TJIII, 0:-omes I e r.s, -'r·ladelphia, .I:!:. I. du ?ont c.rren...,ed f0r tli.e _>ub-
271-276. 

licnt.'..0n of an art.icle t,0 0 ether VTitr.. an envruv· n cf D,m Pedro. 

'Th.:s :::tr ... .:cle follows: 

{ProMArchives, vol. 1, b.., James r·ease ., 1.D.) 

Until t.h.e '1resent year the only or ..... 0 inal stcck ,,.ams and 

e·rns .i..n the ::nited S~at11s were trose of r. d ........ ont, r. LJeles

sert , Col. H.,un_,hreys ard the Author's from Sr0in; 1:r. Iiv·!niston 1 s 

from .t''rar.ce and· r. r uller 1 E: frc>11 TTAs'"e 'iaEi el. C':' , ese ., the 

two ftrst er1ti0ned arrived in lbOl. Col. r'....lr..~h:::•e-:i,~e I and 
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r. Iii•in~ston's :.n 1eor, the Au-:·1or't i.n 1803 ":--d 'I"'• i ,.1:!..ler ' s 

in 1807. .IJurir t.> the )resent tear several have tee"' .:.. l")orted into 

the U:rited Staten from S:ia.:.n and Lisbon. The flock 0f r.01 • 

.,..1.1! >h'l"'e~,.s · s the lnruest , he hc.vinc · n.._,orted upw~rd[' of "Pe 

h ..... ndred c:.eep, from which and -1-heir descendants, l""any .... ; eces of 

cloth r ve :..eer mflde i;nd sold f "Ol"'l. seven +-o t VP.lve dollar" a Y"'l"'d. 

The pc.rtic .. 1 ar hlstor; of • r. du 'ont 's Pine rs.:!: is as 

f011 ows: Don .Pedro was irr. lCrted :nto the ·.,ni +;ed s ;~tes in the 

year 1(01 E"nd is ..,elleved to be the first .:··,11-t r-r-ded ram . .:.::1tro

duced 4 rto !orth A.~erica. · r. d~ lent ~e :e-0urs , the~ in 

Ir·1r.ce, had ~er"''..t.Dded 'I"'. DelessArt,, a lar..',..er of f"r 1 s , to send 

to this country some of these va:ue.ble shee ), and 1 e hnvir\.., been 

a-1- th0 hea'i of ~ C"'Ir- .:.sc•.:.on "1'.):,oi~ted by the •-''rench Governrient 

tu Relecr, ::.n Sp1in t ,000 1 eri.no sheep nut 0f the number of 6,000, 

v1h4.c1 by the ':.1r mty ')f ~asle the S ")qn::.sh Gcvernn ent rAd stipulfl-1:ed 

tr resent to France, ·tis nat~ral to suppose t· at those wh~ch 

he s elec tee" for J::.is own fl0ck were a:.1onc:; the l.:1?"'°t. &'ou.r f' ne 

7"un,:: rrur.s ,ere "c-:::ordin,._,ly shi ...... _'.!ed, two were 511.t,ended :'or 

..... Delessert '"' Parm called . 0se11dnl~, sl ~i.:;.:: ted near r~.nustrm 

,..,n +-he unson Ri,?e't'); r"\ne was 'nte.,..clea fo ..... r. du "'nn .... de Amours, 

,.,he \ ns nt that ti .. e se-ttled · n t"e .. ic.:.n~ ty 0'! New Yor ; and 

+-he other W8 s to re "'rose'1ted to ,... • T:.1.nrJ.as Jef erson. r. 

du "ont embarked in the shi Benjq.,_ · ".?. l<'rar ':1 i"", op board of v,h ch 

ship the four la~bs were sh1 ped and wRs un~orturately de~~~ned 

uowarAs of twenty •~ys in England. His s~b~e1uent p~srage to 

.. he ·ni ted .:.>ta tc s was l nng "rld nis terr".,.s, in "onsequerce of 

wh.:.ch th'l"'eA 0f tr e r-hee'J c"le1 and ~t w1::s with the c..,"I""?' +:est 

r ·~ ic lt~ that ·r. du "ont ~reserved the fcurth. Toe sh'n 

ar..,..,ived at ~hilarlel;)hic. er tl-ie l6t:1 of July, 1801. 
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ir. Dulesr8rt's fn:rrr. called Rosendale, s~~~ated ~e~~ v·,.,~$ton 

,..,n the F-Iudron R-'l_ ve,..,; '"'ne vrn s :.ntenc.er'l. -ror :•,... du Pont de 1.enours, 

who was "°t that +-i:me settled in the vlcinity of .:ew Yor::::; and 

the ot'li.er was to be rrere:nted to r: • Tl--C'r1rs Jnff'erson. vr. 

lu P0n c embarked in trie shi, ,en~ am5.n Prankli ri, on boRrd of vhich 

sh..:.p the four lanbs were shi:-,:-ied l'.tnd vms un:·ort"..m tel:r detained 

U'l")Wards of tv,enty days .:.n .t!.ngland. n; s ru1!3eriuent ;,rssE-ge to 

the Uniter'! c,i'lves vrs lon::.; anrl bo:ste,·ous, iri coY1seqt1.ence of 

1,rh:.ch three of the s.1ePp died and it vms vrl.tt. the _:::req~est 

difficulty that .. r. du no:nt !:)reserved the four•·u• 'lhe 8hip 

arrl ved at Phi 7 r...delphia on ::be 16th c-f: July, 1801. 

In 1801 Ped.r0 •19.s •r i +;!1 a flock of nine ewes at 1 r. du Pont' s 

~lr\ce nea:~ Tew Vor·{. T•e vms then sent to::-,. DE'"'..e8sert's :'arr, 

'"'nc W"S with a la-ue flocl::: durin0 th§ years 1802, 3 and 4. In 

tl e course o:' 1805 :!r. Df'1 essert ha vine detenn · ned to rent his 

farrr. anrl to sell all h'..s stoc::, the pr0ceny o:f .Pedro were sold 

8t public 8ale at redt:ced _n~j ces t0 <::he nel__;hboriri.:; farnie "', , ho 

hnd ,.,o idea of the +-reasure wt.tch was 0ff0red to t•em; bring 

unacqua:nted with that breed cf sheop the~ re~lec~eo thC'se 

val-..rnble an·.mals, c;rer> t n.umcer'"' of v,_iich ,..,ave per.:. shed ln thelr 

hands er were sold to o.1tcl'ers; the rest would "Jrobab"!.y 1-iave 

"'h.,red the same fate ... ac nC't Chancollor Livinuston beccne rcauain

:ed w.:.th tl-ie existence of th0se sheep and purchr.red Pt f:!r1vanced 

::::,r::.ces some 0f the ewes, wh:.ch r:- e ..-,ut with 'l::s .:'::.ne •-.n .... ir-o rans 

C'f t11.e Ramtouillet stock. Pedro, lilrn t:be rest 0!' the 1.'l.ock of 

-the Rosendale fa=-rr, V9.S C"lolr. n.+; veno. ..... e a.:1d • ". du '011t 's oger:.t 

b0u.:;,.1i.t him ~o~ ~::.xty dollars. 
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In July 1£'05, Pedro v1· s rer oved to =. I. du Pont I s 

farri situa~ed in tLe state cf De1rware, near the borouu' o~ 

1\Plnington. TL.at ~ff,..',tleman had a very small stoclr at that t.:.me 

but was anxious to sec t}at valuable breed propagated in the 

c0untry, and with a view to attain that end he nrfered the 

farmers of r~s nei.3hborhood the use of his ram eratis; they could 

not be preva.:.led upon to think rmch of what :vris offered to the·:n 

free of cost; the cc nsequence vms that very few ewes •1ere sent 

~o Pedro duri n t: .. ree :::e8 Rens and only by vmy of experiM.ent. 

In l808,howeve1·, J:r. du ~ont, with a view of .:.ncreaslng 

his own flock, purchased from the farmers, h~s ne.:.uhtors, as 

many h~lf-quarter or three-quarter blooded ewes of Pedro's 

breed ~she was able to collect, which measure raised his char

acter c.mons the farmers. Since that time Pedro h8s served every 

year from 60 to 80 e-wes; the vic~nity of \lilmlnston will t11ere£'cre 

be supplied with a larue stock of fine wooled sheep and as 

r·r. du Pont and Co. are erect in ·1orks for the pur::.-,ose., cloth 

of any +-5 nfmess may be made. 

?edro is now ten years ola, tut ve~~ strone and active. 

Be le st0ut, short and wooly, and of much better form than 

Herinos c~mrnonly are and eyen better than that cf a rem ficured 

in a superb eneravin0 lately received by the Agricultural So-

clety of Philadelphia from Paris. His 1orns i:ire lar.:_:e and 

spira1, hts legs sh0rt, and he weighs 138 pounds; his fleece., 

carefully was:1.ed in ccld water, weighs 8½ pounds, is extrer1ely 

fine, the staple 1 3/4 inc es lonu and lying very th~ck and 

close upon his body; it is entirely free from loose coarse 

ha:rs called Jar. 



Clyde W. Young 
August 19, 1940 

COUNTY 

Government in Delawc.ro 
Present Gov rnment 

Countyt Executive 
II•B•l•a 

IPLOYEES t INSURA ,CE 

Employees nd p ointive of£1cer 1n Kent and Sussex 

Counties are rotected througn 1nsu~ance contracted for by 

the Levy Court of e ch County. 

Under State 1 , the Levy Court in each of the to 

Counties is em o ered to onte~ _,to contract nth an 1nsur• 

ance com any operating in Delaware for a policy covering 

both injury an death of County employees while the latter 

are en aged 1n County work. The law, however, does not 

exempt the Levy Courts from the rov1s1on of the Delaware 

orkmen's ompensation Las. Tho Levy Courts are permitted 

to be the ole judges of the kind of insurance obtained and 

the amount to be judged auffic1 nt. 

o provisions for a similar insurance of e Castle 

County employees are made. 

Sources Delaware. General Assembly. Revi~ed Code of Dela-
ware, 1935• ilm11g ou, el., The Star Publ!a.b.1ng 
Co., 193 • 1642 P• P• 277. 



S+n+-p -;:- .... awer: 'l'l'r>i"•ilt··-,,.,e 
I r C. 

~o Ir. Conner from I.A.8teqrns, ~ntomolorist, A~r!c•·ltural Fxperiment 
8t£.•ion, University of Delaware. 

"Th_e II chi.i-P-er" should certainl be included in +-he Delaware Sectior 

of the American Guide. 

"The common 'chil"' ,erJ Trombi..£.:_il __ t]-aJ~a_p._u__a_j:;1___ P 'urray) is trie la rv9 l 

+>orm of' a harvest mite. This mite is known under thP followinp- cornrron 

n9.mes: 'chi ger', 1 ji_rrger 1 and 'red bug'. It is sometj'Tles incorrectly 

c lled a 1 t·ck'. This rrite belon~s to the order AcariDa anc js ot 

a tr e insect; but on the other hand, is a member o+> the clqss, 

Arachnida, w11tch includes the t cks, soiders, &c. This mite occurs 

gererall r thron.r;hout t O c::t"1te, especiaJ l.,r on blackbe 1 ries and 

occesions cons·dPrable difficulty in c.ose of those who haooen to 

encounter ; t while picnicking.'' 



Poisonous Plnnts, Reptile and Dangerous Insects: 
The ib&J:lm L45 potentially .)oi sonous plants, rentilos, and 
~an. erous insects lmown to occur in Delawar•e ,.a~ tH! -:fl•l;-
wi th none present in suff' cient abundance with the exception 
of noison ivy to occasion special precaution, are as follows: 
Poison ivy(generalJ.y distributed), malarial mosquito, black 
wi ow sp~der, .American doc; ticlc(responsible for transmitting the 
Eastern tyue of ~Mllftll!'i. Rocky .. ountain spotted feve1-;.)J ancl the 

coryr:>erhead snake, present in the upper portion of New Castle 
County, rarely in Kent or Sussex, ...,.,..,,,.,_,uever a:J;••.e 
in abundance. 

need on ent ring States 
lo 

, 1 I 

';;> The 11 ch:.i. r.:er", also known as the 11 jig er 11 and 11 red bue; 11 , occurs 
generally throue;hout the State, especiallY, on blqckberries, an' 
occasions considerable difficulty to picn&.ekers. It is the larval 
fcn"W. of a harvest mite, an' is• sometimes incorrectly called a 
tick, altho1 0h it is not a trt,ceinsect, b ta nember of the class 

that includes the ticks, s~iders, etc. 

f rma~ on lants, rept1lo nd 
insects, nd spe . al -i rnin s reg ... 1n 

r nkin 1 tr n ma.lar al di~ ricta 11 be ritten 
a 1~ ... ply to our l tter to tho t te Board or Heal th 
ceiv· d. 

ts it s ifficult to underst nd tie d_at1nctions 
made b~t·een coots, gallinu ea and rails, an the 
prohibition re tin to the se of po on, d11u s. 
chemicals or exploa ve~~ n iah, it 1 cornnen ed tl t 
a c py o the "Fi h o.~_Ga~e Las (D gest) be sent to 
r. Len rd K. Yerg r/ r.~. of the Board of Game and 

Fish onnnissioners, ll E. Third Street, •11 ngton~ or 
the oard of Grune and Fish Commissioners, Dover, Del. 
for criticism. 

J. Seeney. 



File No.W-340 

LOCATION - Wilmington 

Submitted by - J. F. Cunningham, 

Date April 1 1 1936. 

GOVERNMENT 

Wilmington has a Mayor-Council form of government, 

under a charter granted 'Dy a special act of the Legislature 

in 1832. The government is invested in "The Mayor and Council 

of Wilmington." The Mayor is the chief executive officer. 

He is chosen by a plurality of the votes cast at the bi-annual 

municipal election, and holds office for the term of two years. 

Aside from the responsibility for proper enforcement of the 

laws and ordinances on the statute books, the capacity of the 

mayor is chiefly advisory. 

The principal executive officials are the City Treasurer 

(elected); the City Solicitor (appointed by the Mayor); the City 

Auditor (appointed by the Mayor); two Receivers of Taxes, one 

for the Northern District, one for the Southern District 

(both elected); and the Board of Assessment(the two members 

appointed by the Mayor). 

The City Council, the legislative branch of the city 

government, is composed of twelve councilmen and a President 

of Council. The Councilmen are elected from and represent each 

of the twelve wards of the city. The President of Council 

is elected at large. Members of Council are elected for two 

years, their tenure being co-terminous with that of the Mayor. 

,,v 
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The three most important powers of the Council are: to 

make ordinances for the government of the city; to borrow 

money for the use of the city; and to choose certain city 

officials including the City Clerk and Bailiff. 

By provisions of the city charter, the 1\mctions of 

administration and accountability of the city are basically 

departmental. Commissions and boards to administer the 

following departments are appointed by the Mayor subject to 

the approval of Council; the Department of Public Safety, 

Bureau of Streets and Sewers, Board of Health, Water Bureau, 

end the Board of Harbor Commissioners. The members of the 

Board of Education and the Park Board are appointed by the 

Associate Judge of the Superior Court resident in New Castle 

County. 

There is no civil service in Wilmington for Municipal 

positions. All public servants are either elected or appointed. 

The Directors of the Department of Public Safety appoint the 

Superintendent of Public Safety and the members of the Police and 

Fire Departments. 

The Municipal Court for the 6ity of Wilmington was 

created in 1883 by an Act passed by the Legislature. The terms 

of the court commence on the first Monday of each and every 

mo~th; the court holds sessions daily,(except Sunday) at 

9 A.M., and on Tuesday evening at 8 P.M. night sessions are 

held to hear cases of traffic violations. The City Judge is the 

Magistrate of the Municipal Court. He is appointed by the 

Governor for a term of twelve years. The Deputy City Judge is 

appointed for a term of four years by the Associate Judge of the 

Superior Court resident in New Castle County. 
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The Municipal Court bas jurisdiction over all mis• 

demeanors and the lesser grades of felony committed in the 

City of Wilmington; and over the violations of any City 

Ordinance. The City Solicitor is, ex-officioA the prose-

cuting officer in the court, subject to the right of the 

Attorney-General of the State or his deputy to prosecute 

any person. An appeal may be made to the Court of General 

Sessions in all cases in which the sentence is imprisonment 

exceeding one month or a fine exceeding $100.00. 

By the State Constitution of 1897, Wilmington is 

divided into five Representative districts and two Senatorial 

Districts. The Representative Districts are subdivided into 

election districts for the convenience of the voters and to 

secure a rapid count of the votes. All elections in the city 

are conducted under the supervision of the Department of 

Elections, composed of five Election Connnissioners appointed 

by the Governor for a term of five years. 

Wilmington ovms and operates municipally two public 

utilities, the Water Supply and the Port Facilities. The city 

has 1 1 250 employes(l935). The total amount of salaries and 

wages in 1934 was $1,300,000. No salaries or wages were re

duced during the depression. 

References: Wilmington City Directory - 1936 

The Municipal Year Book - Chicago., 1935 

The Revised Code of the State of Del.1915 

and amendments to date. 

Report of the Organizing Committee of the General 

Service Board of Del.1915. 

Government of Delaware - Messersmith - N.Y.1908. 

' I ')-" 



Location - Wilmington, Delaware 

Submitted by - Reese Hammond 

Date - February 24, 1936 

Government - Wilmington 

File Ho. 300 
310 
320 
330 
340 

Wilmington is governed in a unicameral manner by a Mayor 

elected at lar0e and a Council of twelve members, representing 

each of the twelve wards of the City. Sessions of the Council 

are governed by a president, also elected at large. 

Municipal elections are held bi-annually. 

Commissions to perform the functions of government are 

appointed by the r.1ayor subject to the approval of council. 

State offices located in =ilmington are the Attorney 

General's, ~ax Collectors, Liquor Commission and a branch of 

f;~otor Vehicle Commission. These commissions and offices 

function in their :eespective fields in all matters concerning 

the State. 

Also in i::ilmington are the administrative of ices of 

1'ew Castle County. These functions are performed by the Levy 

Court of seven members, elected from the districts of the 

County, for four years. TLe president of the Levy Court is 

elected by the members of the body. 

County officers in Yiilmington are Sheriff, Coroner•, 

Treasurer, Pecorder of Deeds, Clerk of Pc,a.ce and Comptroller. 

All officers, exclusive of the sheriff, are elected for four 

years. ~he sheriff is elected for a period of two years. 

The Postoffice houses the offices of the United States 

District Court and Court rooms, the Collectors of Internal 

Revenue, United States District Attorney and the Postmaster. 

These of"'ices are either appoint:. ve or under regulations of the 

Civil Service Commission. 

Reference: Personal Observation 
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Subject No. 20. 

DEPARTMENT OF ELECTIONS FOR THE CITY OF WILMINGTON. 

of Elections 
The Department/for the ~ity of ¥Wilmington, established in 

1909, consists of five (5) members, appointed by the Governor for 

a term of Six (6) years. Terms overlapping. Members must be res

idents of the Cityr for not less than five years. Members cannot 

all be of the same political party. 

The depabtment has jurisdiction over all elections held in 

e. the City, and has authonity to appoint one Registra and two assistants 

in each election district during the mont~ of June in the years in 
to 

which a general election is held,/prepare and furntsh all necessary 

material for registration, to devide the City into election districts 

of not more than 500 voters; nor less than one hundred voters, to 

repcrt aal violations to the Attorney-General, to engage such employees 

as the board deems necessary an~ fix their salaries, but not in excess 

of $2500·. per year, to maintain an office in the City of Wilmington. 

The board's secretary (member of the board) is paid a salary 

not in excess of $3000. per year; other members are paid $500. per 

year. 
are 

All expenditures/paid by the Levy Court of New Castle ·county 

except the years when Munictpal elections are held, 



Submitted by-J. Barton Cheyney 
Rewrite-E. Knight 

File No. W-240 

Springer Heirs-Celebrated Case 

The City of Wilmington provided the location for one of the 

most pecu a._~r and interesting claims on the part of heirs of old 

settlers ever enc ountered in the United States. For many years the 

celebrated case of the ~pringer Heirs continued providing the city 

with thousands of lines of newspaper publicity.throughout the nation. 

The name of Charles Christopher Springer is known to the students 

of early Wilmington history as the agent f ~r the leasing and selling 

of property which was owned by Old Swedes Church; 500 acres having 
been give to the church by Mrs. Anna Stalcop wife of one ~f the largest 

landowners in the section. Butt ~ many others the name had a differeht 

signifigance. It was to them a JllBlm means of laying claim to a large 

section of the City of Wilmington most of which is now occupied by 

the business section of the city. Originally begun by persons who felt 

that they had an honest claim to the property the claimants were eventually 

banded together by a group 0f shrewd promoters who saw in the unsmspecting 

persons a target for one of the widest sp:eea~confindence games in the 

country. 



J. B rton Cheyney, 

January ll,1937. 

Edited by K. A. Horner 

Special Features 
Wilminrrton. 

Springer Heirs 

Wilmington was the locale for one of the most peculiar and 

interesting claims on the part of heirs of old settlers ever 

encountered 1n the United St tes. For many years the celebrated 

case of the Springer Heirs provided the city with thousands of 

lines of public ty in newspapers throughout the nation. 

The name of Charles Christopher Springer is lmown to the 

students of early ~1lm1ngton history as one of the agents charged 

with leasing and selling property owned by Old Swedes Church. 

I I! 

Five hundred acres had been given to the church by Mrs. Anna Stalcop, 

wife of one of the largest landowners in the section. To any 

others the name had a different ignifioance. It provided them 

with a claim to a la."t- e section of the city of Wilmington much of 

which now covers the us1ness section of the city. originally 

begun by persons who felt that they had an honest claim to the 

property, the claimants ere eventually banded together by a group 

of shrewd promoters who saw in the unsuspecting persons a target 

for a huge wide spread confidence game. 

The Springer Heirs came into existence about the end of the 

Civil ar and continued their efforts until about 1929, building 

castl sand aking claims for the land which was reputed to have 

been given to Charles Springer, prior to his death in 1738, under 

a ant from 1lliam Penn. The supposed grant occup1e·d a tract 

of so=e 1900 acres of land, 228 of which ran through the center 

or 1lm1ngton. The promoters elaborated on the scheme, held 
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meetings and talked of an estate which ran .from ao,000,000. 

to s gh as 150,00o,ooo. The interest of the v1cti1s as kept 

alive by constant increases in the estimated value of the 

estate and the adding o.t' fictitious tales such as one relating 

that Springer had been a Swedish Baron and that there w s 

100,000,000 in treasure deposited in a Stockholm bank. 

The scheme flourished in spite of many setbacks on the part 

of the "heirs" who were ot great number and had been recruited 

from all sections of the country. Meetings were held and large 

sums of money extracted .from the prospective millionaires to 

prosecute the claim, but to no va11. court records proved con

clusively that Charles Springer had not een a landed member 

of the original et l ment nd that the land attributed to have 

been hi was actually the property of Old Swedes Church through 

the gift of s. Stalcop. 

The "heirs" continued their efforts for many years and it was 

not until a Chicago judge had refused to allow a meeting of the 

clan and on of the promoters had confessed his part in the scheme 

that the activity of the group was discontinued. 

Even today letters are received asking when the claims 

o.t' the "Springer Heirs" will be settled. 

I '1 



Renzett1 , •arcus Aurelius . 
(I (,, ' 

Born 

Pupil of J. Liberty Todd, G. Dovato, il1on1 and Charles 

Gr :fley. 

ork: "Illusion." "rymth Centaur." Portrait of .r . E.T. 

Stotesbury. '1Ascendency of S 1r1t over 'atter" cr•ned by r. 

A. Lippincott. Portr it of Fr ank G. Stephens . Portrait of 

• 

.. r. R 61ttJsGuggenheim. Portrait bust of rr . W. .Ayre . "Pother 

and Child," owned by rs. E. T. Stotesbury. 

Prizes: Two Traveling cholarahips to Europe . 

Taught in Wilmington Academy of the Fine Arts , Towerhill · 

School, ilmington; Graphic Sketch Club, amd School of Industrial 

arts, Philadelphia, acting instructor in the last to places. 

Has a studio in Arden, Delaware as sculptor and painter. 
/ 



Ge L. Butler, 

April 211 1937 

Points of Interest 

Sculptor of Rodney Statue. 

Kelly, James Edward1Sculptor, Born in NY 1n 

1855, studied a.:rt National Academy of Design; studied ood 

engraving in 1871. 

I 

Illustrated for Scribnei• 1 s., st. Nicholas, 
t e Harper 's etc., until 188l;l1311~0!Cll:ml~tki!X\l!:ibi~worked exclusively 

as~~culptor. ~ied May 26, ~933. 

Prominent works: fonmouth Battle Monument, including ~olly 

Pitcher., 1885; Paul Revere, 1890; equestrian figures of Gen. 

he1 aan, Col. Roosevelt at San Juan Hill; busts from life 

of Admiral De ey, Admiral Sampson, Lt. Hobson, dmiral c.E. 

Clark, President Roosevelt, and Count Rochambeau at Southington, 

Conn. Var r,1emorial to soldiers and sailors., Kingston, n .Y ., 

1919. :as one of the founders of the Art Students' League. 

Address, 318 est 57th st., N.Y. 

Dictionary of Am. Painter~,Sculptors and Engravers. P 190 

I l-f 



T. c. Morris 

November 16, 1938 

BOUNDARIES 

(Abstract) 

Page 20 

Intersection of the Boundary Lines of Mar~land, Pennsylvania 
and Delaware. Message from Governor o Maryland, Philip 
F. Thomas, containing the report of Lt. Col. Graham. 

Gideon and Co. Wash. 1850. 

Mayor, Recorder and two Regulators (appointed by the city 

I '}..'--

to lay out lots and regulate water courses in the streets), accompanied 

the Commissioners appointed in 1760 and Mason and Dixon to show them 

where southernmost point of the City of Philadelphia was located. 

{Commissioners proceedings at Philadelphia, Dec. 3, 1763.) 

Page 25 

A past marked X~ had been planted at the extremety of a 

line traced for a radius west from the court house at New Castle; 

and two other posts, one marked T and the other TP, had been planted 
XII 

at the northern extremeties of lines traced for a tangent. Each of 

these posts was supposed when planted to approximate very near to the 

true tangent point. 

Page 27 

Of the work of their predecessors, Mason and Dixon accepted 

as completed and not to be rerun the running of the due east-west 

line from Cape Nenlopen to the termination midway between said Cape 

and the shores of the Chesapeake Bay, the trace and measurement of 

the radius of 12 miles from New Castle court house, and the determina

tion of the tangent point in the circle. 



T. o. Morris 

November 16, 1938 

BOUNDARIES 

URRE T 

(Extract} History of Delaware County. John Jordan 
Lewis Historical Publishing Co., New York. 1914. 

Vol. I, p. 180 
The temporary line of 1739 

FIL 

To run this line, Lawrence Growden and Richard Peters were 

appointed Commissioners on the part of Pennsylvania and Col. Levin 

Gale and Samuel Chamberlaine on the part of Maryland. Benjamin 

Eastburn surveyor on the part of Pennsylvania and William Ramsey on 

the part of Maryland. At the end of the south line of 15¼ miles 

from the latitude of the southernmost point of the city of Philadel

phia owing to sickness and death in the family of Col. Gale, the 

joint Comm. was broken up. Beyond the Susquehanna "to the top of the 

moat western hill, of a range of hills called Kittocktinny," distant 

from the place of beginning about 88 miles (statute}. The line was 

run ex parte by the Pennsylvania Comm. because Col. Gale's colleaque 

refused to go on without him. The only object of running westward 

from Philadelphia (31 miles} before measuring the 15¼ miles south 

was to avoid the large streams of water (the Brandywine and Christiana 

creeks}. 

,~ 



United States Department of The Interior 
Bureau of Biological Survey 
Bombay Hook ildlife efuge 

Smyrna, Delaware 

ust 24, 1939 
1..r . Reese Ha ond 
Federal ri~ers' Project 
909 "est Street 
ilmington, ~elaware 

D~ar Ur . Hammond: 

eferance is made to your letter f June 7, 1939, addressed 

to Lieutenant Peirce, Commanding Officer, ere Camp, Leipsic, el., 

in which you request information concernin the work being done b:v 

personnel of the above mentioned cawp. 

The Bombay Hook ildlife Refuge is one of 257 wildlife refuges 

comprising a total of 11,650,358 acres located at stragetic points 

thro1 hout the United States an la ka. On ach o~ hese areas 

there is usually a consider ble amount of developr,ent ecessary to 

attract and accommodate t e rr.aximll1"1 amount of all for. s of wildlife 

rticular to the sections of the countrv in '11h:1.ch eac11 refuge is 

located. he amount and nature of this development ork of course, 

depends upon the ecolo ical status of the individ al area. 

On a great many of thee areas the Bureau of B ological Survey 

has used E .C •. ,., P. • •• and C.C. C. Funds to assist 1 carryin~ out 

n well alanced scientific program. t this time there are 33 CCC 

camps el"l.gaged on ork of' this kind on . ildlife refuges throughout 

t e countr • 

The Bombay Hook flefuge as established primarily to afford pro• 

tection an natural propagation facilities for migratory terfowl, 

and correlated with this progr m la the opportunity to extend the same 

aid to all forms of wildlife, with special attention being given to 

those species which are most in need of protection. 

11.4 
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ildlife efuge 
L tter to mmond 

O e phase of the evelopm:ant or being un ert en b the cam 

in question, is the construction of various types of ater- control 

tructures , sucn s d s an ikes , which ill pro rly stabilize 

the ter- table on certain g ven areas 1thin the refu e bun rie . 

1th the ater- t bles t h stabilized, o e ection of the refuge 

will include lar impoun ment hich 11 a.ct" 0 lly be s allow 

fresh a:ter le. e • 

w terfo 1, 

is t e of h it tis highl ttr ctiv to 

e tent in this c1 nta.lly oes ot occur to l 

vicinit • • On ot r sect n oft 

t r - t bles ill rov1 th . o t 

ref e , t}:ie stab lliziu of the 

itable 0nv ron et for the maxim 

a ount of salt d br ckish- ter fo lants . 

In connection th t e t blishment o fresh- at ,r lakes on 

th r fuge, it s nece s r fort C p enrollees to cle rand oth r 

1 remove timber nd rus ro sect on s am upon hich 

fresh ater i to b i poun ed . 1 mp a.rea is prectically useless 

n 1 pre e co it ion, e i oft rud y ch re.ctr m ke it 

ina ce sible ith t ex end um r --tl in exce s of the proce ds 

hich could be realiz d fro th SW b. riv t 1ndiv1 •als or con-

c rns . l e timb r whic i b i r moved is the w mp varieties , a d 

not at 11 suitable for )umber . Certain ort ons of this material will 

likely old to t , M..g t bi r f r r 0 • t.ie, portions of 

it are b in used int econ truct on o roa.dw 8 at er- control 

structures , here the terials 

Also the ntollees ill arra~ 

t e stump 

cov r them 

nc root , n le.r 

th earth n to 

11 r o .,lo e surface tall times . 

of t 1 s ·rter. 1 , particul rl. 

s 1 h n t e m oun rn ts , a. d 

certn t . The obJect thu 

formed 111 be an island, and, experience has taug·1t ts t at islands 

ver suitable nesting loc ions for "at rfowl, 1 ce, for one 

1~ son, t re inacce 0 sible to an of the re tors . T slands 

ill be fairly s all , and situate~ so as to reduce any s race motion, 



-3- \7ildlife I efuge 
a:mmond 

such as o.ve action. This action can be very detrimental to the 

banks, s.nd on areas of this type, 1th a mud bottom, the action 

tends t~ roil the aber, making it dark and unfit for the propa-
, 

gation of certain beneficial acqu tic plants . ,, 
' 

s stem of truck trails and service roacs are being built by 
; 

thee 'ollees , in order to facilitate the construction program no1 

1 pro~r ss. T1ese road ays 1111 also be a permanent fixtm~e, for 
I 

use in the future manage ent of the refuge. 
I 
'Four ·strand barbed ire fences will be erected along all of 

I 

the upland ,boundries., iith appropriate gates and markers. Tho 
I 

enrcillees ill perform the post cutting as well as the erecting 
' I 

of t}i.e fences. 

I Inc11iental to the stabilizing of the water-tables, the en ... 
I 

rolle,1es will plant vast s.reas of marsh and s amp w· th new plants 

which will furnish food, nesting and rotective cover for irss 

nd annnals. In man. cases it 111 be n-cessary to rid certain 

r as of undersirable plant life by periodical bend cutting, another 

,th se of the enrollees' uork. 
J I 

A large ell drilling machine w s movee about on the marshes 

b the enro lees last ~inter. 1 o ells w re drille, and nn ar-
' 

tesia1n flou obtained from eac 1. These flows empty upon s ,all nar:::h 

reas 1• th t re de c d of v etat ions , and become dr and ere.eked in 

the summer. lo , these areas hnv been converted into perma. ent fresh-

water pools, surrounded by salt rsh. ven now, certain varieties 

of fr s - ater plants have starte to occur in the vicinitr of the 

wells. Certnin species of ducks seem satisfied to rest ad even feed 

on salt msrsh pools, but they prefer fre h-water- for drinking purposes. 

/A~ mentioned above, upland game and songbirds have not been 

neglected on the refuge. Inconspicious shelters, provided with food 
I 

space, ad numerous small patches of mixed food grains are located 
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thro hout the upland res. . During periods of ice a sno , 
mixture of 11 r ns r 1 ce in the sh lt r, then ero 

p tcb s of mixed r· in a "e left t nd ing for plan game f'ooc un er 

nor 1 cod t· n. 

A co plet yst of fire reak ~ill be in tall l the 
enroll e , so hat reaa can be b rned for ecolo i l t di s , 
and, fire, can be to ed from enterin the refug from ,ac nt lan 

co plete "et of a ini trat on buildings is se t al on oat 
of the ure u' s r fuge • H re t Bo .bny ook, thee p enrollees are 
""Sisting S ill ,. 

, orkmen in t·ie construction of t o small d 11 s , 
a patt"ol c bin, o el rge service buildin it n o fice roo , one 
equipment h ~, oat.ouse an an obi rvat·o to r . Th e 11 n s 

r n cessar in order to prov des or e ce n uart rs .for the 
chinery and pe1•som el nee r to properl maintain, rot ct d 

pat ol tl e r fuge . 

Through t e efforts oft e ure u o 

mD.chinery s c,btaln d for u e on the ca 

~olo..,. cal :::>urve··, 

project. Alar e 

vy 

agline 
nd floating dre~ge ere o le forte construct on oft e d·kes, 

• 

pile river and rges fort construction of d sand retainin alls , 
trailbuilders (Bull ozer ) gr ers for t e con trnctio of ro!!I s 

and trdils ucra ers , cable and tractors for clc r n ool and lake 
reas, a 1 drillin machi e , and a concrete ·xer, to ~ther th 

covered trucks , st "e o y trucks, pie -up trucks and um tr cks . 

Since a lo.r mount of th work boin p rfor e b, t e cap is on reas 

compl tely ~urroun·e by rater , t e r au .os arran ed for the camp 

to be supplied tith ot1 o en ork bots for er , ter travel~ an 
close cabin bot 

1th the exc ption of the raglin , dredge, and well dr lling 

c ir.e , enrollees have b n trained too er te all machinery. ny 

of th b come very proficient, an some c rpenters' elpers ve 
shown an ptness ror the trade . 
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hs ond 

11 of the above mentioned types of ork are now un r ay, nd 

ach type receives attention during the period in hich the most 

favor ble ether co dit1ons preva 1 . F r 1nstanc, d ri dry 

periods 11 efforts r co ce trat don or{ in the s1amps, a a 

rains occur, t he ere s r noved to work on higher round • . ~ this 

reason, the status 0£ the rojects cha e fr•om da to dav. 

You and any of our staff are cordia.11 inv1t d to visit the 
I 

ref e, and I 111 s~or. and e pl in to you, e ch e of tl e 

development rnr· 

ro s.rriv l . 

ich is now under a , or has b en comoleted before 

Very truly yours 

ohn • l er' oldt 
efug · an.ager 



(0 ) 
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Folder: Art. 

Spencer Compton, ~Prl of Wilm nEon. 

That his oortrait mi~ht be known·~ the citv in ~hich 

his name had en ured, the Society of Colonial Dames of Delaware ~nct 

t~e Delawqre Sor;etv of Colon nl Wars have ~re8ented t~is ~ortrait 

tot' e City of WilMington. The originnl was done b. ~ir ~odfrey 

Kneller, a brotr.er Member ir the Kit Kat Club with ~ompton, 4no is 

now in thA possession of H.Clinton Baker, a descenda~t nf a third 

mey11:'er of the famous c-lub. 'Phi.s conv wqs mqde b-;tr ~~. J\f. Ayoub. 

Sry9ncer Cor.ipton (1 73-1743), prominent in F:nr:18.nd 

durir,,. tbe rA:~rs of George I and r.eorp,e TT, the fir~t Lord of the 

D rini:r l--j_s life the site of t"'le prA .... e""t city of u1;1mington W8.s 1rnf'•pr, 

as Willjn"''s Town, so nalled for Thomas Wi linP-, w'·,,, controlled Mucr la!'d 

here~ Since t~is ,entlernen was considered not w~oll7 admirn~le, the 

name w,:,, s chan ed to Wilmington nrobabl7'" beca·-1se of' tre fr:tPnds1--1T) 

ex stin,,. between WilliaM Pei:n nd the F"'rl of w~1 -lrr,ton. 

Note: The~ ft of the Colo~ial Dames is a c6o~ of the or -inql h 
Godf'rey KnellPr. 
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E.xtr ct from Soh rf, P• 451, footnot: 

"Jame 11 on waa born August 24, 1,64, in Harford County, 

• e 1 arned the printer' a trade 1n ilmington, wi .. h Mr. c-.. a1g, 

oublish r of the D laware Gaz Soon fter tartin th irror 

h op n d a bookstore at wh tis now 417 Market Stre t, then known 

a "~he Sin of Sh ke p re," and lso had a bookbind ry on Shipl y 

Street. H died in 1741, at th ge of s v nty-s ven years. Hi 

on, Alfred, succeeded as proprietor of the book-store. It was 

l tr owned by anoth r son, E. A. 11 on, nd Joa ua T. eald. One 

of his daught r 1 r. Joseph C. Se d ,of ilmington." 

Int e column abov Scharf st t th t ilson began public -

tion of th Mirror oft in 1799, using a fine rade o 

wh te pap r, 

lrror wa a 

r t nov lty at th t1m. H tates that t 

d r list paper, supporting the adminl tration of 

Presid nt Adame. In her chapter on the Pr6as in Del ware, Mias 

Lincoln say it wa anti-Federalist(later D mocr tic) durin ita 

enti bi tory. This s ems more ~-1kely, for 1lson was a. soci t-

d with Robert Cor a 1 t the close of 1796, nd a one 

of the ag nts handlin ubsoript1ons to e Gazett und r his 

mana m nt. Sch rf finds him a militant ant1-Federal1 in 1812-

14. r. lson may of oours hav one through p riod of con-

s rvati , as many one -ardent republicans did aft rt ey w re 

ocked by the xce ses of th lat r ph es of the Fr ncb Revo
r s 

lution, and lat r returned r/or ~·n 1 c-:mvir.t~orn~. 



- 11. / 
' 

(' 
., 'JI' 

'b - a • 
• 

1 t • 

t l oul o 

l v o 

Q 0 ti,1 to tl r nc or 
0 1 t1o • 

lo 

• 
I' t 

0 b lit 
t~ 

t 0 , d tlod up 

f 

ot 

t 1n 0 of 
0 t in tr t • 



( ) 

ttl b 1 ._ t 0 

on n v nt r, 

C qu nt i $ tor• 

t o. io of no -
ion. 

r l iou l , 

on to 

for o1nt • 
B 0 

t -1 d 

• t t t -

0 • 
lo t t to n on 

· n t y th ro r fitt t:" 

l ., d to • 
r t u t Fl 

t ~ 

t d fini o rooo 0 i • I 

l J. l ..... t •• f I ~ ' • 
1,:. -6 'I • • .,, • f a;' • . ,. • • • •• ; 

• 1 I • I 111• • • ,; •· • • •• • 
II 

,,, • ;; ,. &, I: .. t • • I 
,. 

" • a I • • ' l • .. •• I = • 
• • • ' 11 I • • a I .I •• 

to cl 



t 1 0 id orl., r vol. . ) . 

un a• 

to conv 

V 

von ot 

ot t t1on l stor 0 

0 nt. 

C u t rly ot1 i co ) 8 

0 C fr oot r 1n1 , 

l 1 

• ho l 

b ro t ] f 8' r• 

1 • 
un l to our oth r 

1r. t 11 

rou 0 y OU 

e • rt 1n lib r 

tr l t• 

1 lop n 

• b • 

l 0 or 

Oft 0 

0 0 O, r to dro 1n 

t tolon 'Y 

br1. 1 b • 
To ob r l " i ' u rt 

s of • 1t ·, V 

u 0 ,. n, - le r-, 0 

t . 



( ' 

l 1 , 1ne,. ul. f pr t VO 

foll· t1 r ro p nnd 

d 1 • 

of il 0d ng, )1' 

V t tlol • 
0 or at 

t 8 

0 t 0 in 

1'V1 uroh b 1n 

ly • until • 
C co UC of' 

oft 

a, al 

t • 
1 t tlG• 

1 0 0 th co -
t 0 on• 

t a . on 

t of' on 

t to 

0 nu in 

t of' I I 

t, oft 
, lor oa, pi f t a e 

riv t or1 1n. 

or n ol1 r l 

to shout 



0 



In r n b cu1tar 

or n 

be t fully to r V itio .. 

pro 0 o ide 

on e t lto 

l :u oi 01' 1 01 ln 

J t GS 

hi l 

of 

l fit -
0 y p 

t i1-- 0 

ro 0 t 

p 

r, 1 ... . 10 int 

tl t n ,.>i 

ton• 

cl 1 

to r n.., rd vi 



t co cl on f 0 

1 C 

tr 0 

ho -
r ur t 

n bl n 

u in 0 0 

l r nt l 

8 on inu in 0 C 

bin • 
1 C 0 u .. rl D 

C t 0 for 

ntl ·o p• 

1 t 0 

(ln 

r 11 1 • 1n 

rev nu oft b n fi 

t rl • 

C l 1 r 
[b l" of 

00 

in 

• 
t tl l"t rly 

la ot 10 tor 

0 o l r 

t 1 t 1 • 



1 0 f (1 r cr1t1 th n ::.i. n 

t l on to 

for ort p riod t 

• 
t in t on 

t 1 r 0 0 n 

c ting could b 

r oc olo 

c l 1 0 th 0 • 

y -

Ui l • 0 s o· • 2: 

7 

1 C on, :/: 7/; '-' • 

C .. 
tor of • • • • 

1 ton. 





N O DIGLST 

~- Hammond 
t tv 

Three hundred years ago in 1639 the first egro, Anthony, 

a morian or Angoler, set foot upon what is now Delaware. En

slaved somewhere in the West Indies and brought here as the sole 

booty of a Swedish freebooting expedition to the islands, one year 

after the Swedes landed in Delaware, he is felt to have served in 

several capacities finally as personal servant to Governor Printz, 

who came in 1643. Anthony remained in the colony until 1654 

when there is record of his having made several purchases from 

the Company store in New Sweden. (Johnaon, Amandus, Swe ish 

Se tlements on the Lelaware, Philadelphia Swedish Colonial 

Society, Philadelphia, 1911, Vol 11 p. 722) From this year 

the records fail to show the whereabouts of Anthony and it is 

b~lieved that he died here during the next decade. 

Few, if any Negroes lived here during the Swedish regime 

for slavery was disallowed by the Swedes. (~teve• , Dr Will am 
Bacon, History of Geor~ia, Vol 1, p 286) Howev~r the early re-

cords of the colony list the presence of Lars (black) Swartz in 

1654 and indicate that he may have been a Negro. It is reason

able to assume that Lars Swartz was Negroid as the use of the 

word (Swartz) was identical ,1th that identifying Anthony. 

The influx of Negroes began with the Dutch whose success 

with slaves in New Amsterdam motivated their bringing Negroes to 

the new settlement as slaves. As early as 1644 ( 0 1Callaghan, 
Colonial History of the J~ ~e of New York, p. 154.) the Dutch 

recommended the importation of as many Negroes as could be disposed 
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of at a fair price. In 16~the Commissioners of ew Amsterdam 

requested that fifty ! 1egroe5 be sent to the colony ( ibid vol 2, 
P• 21::-21.1 .• ) 

Later in the 

same year of the 280 slaves arriving at New Amsterdam one-fourth 

were consigned to New .Am.stel. ( Scharf ~.180) 

The presence of Negroes, as slaves, in Delaware is also 

established by the fact that at the capture of New Amstel by the 

Bnglish in 1664 the eleven slaves of commander Peter Alrichs 

were tekn by ~nsign Arthur Sock, who later made flrichs a present 

of his captured Negroes. Hazara's, Annals of Pennsylvania, pp 
331-v 2 al 456.) 

From this stage in the development of the colony on the 

Delaware River slavery increased slowly as settlers from Mary

land and Virginia came here with their slaves. However, the 

early Negroes of Delaware were scant in numbers. 

The first record of a free wegro in the State is that 

of 11 Dick11 from Philadelphia, who mixed the mortar for Joseph 

Yard in 1698 during the construction of the Old Swedes Church. 
(Records of +-he oly Tri .i ty Church, a1 .L. ton ela 1are, r .ns
;i.,a ted by orace Burrs, 1697-1773.) 
~he presence of any great number of free Negroes until the 

middle of the Eighteenth Century is doubtful. 

Figures on the number of blacks in Delaware prior to 

1790 are without basis. As uming that some of the estimated 

2,500-5,000 Negroes in ~eruiaylvania around 1721 were in the 

1hree Lower Counties there was possibly 500 Negroes here. Of 

this number undoubtedly the greater proportion was slaves. In 

1790, available figures show that there were 12,786 Negroes in 

Delaware, 3 1 899 of these being free Negroes. 

I ,t 'I-
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'.Lhe number of Negroes present in the State and the feeling 

pro and con slavery gave rise to factional activities. Object

ions to slavery had been manifested almost from the beginning of 

the colony. Penn's Charter to the Free ~ociety of Traders, 1682, 

specified that slaves be set free at the end of fourteen years. 

Benjamin vurley propoesed that slaves not be held more than 

eight years. Similar proposals were numerous and led to a move

ment among the Progressive Friends that eventually resulted in 

the emancipation of their slaves. (Negro in Pennsylvania) 

'l'his anti-slavery sentiment took root in the Three Lower 

Counties and in 1776 the State Constitution declared,"No person 

hereafter imported into this State from Africa ought to be held in 

slavery under any pretence whatever, and no Negro, Indian, or 

Mulatto slave ought to be brought into this S~ate,for sale, from 

any part of the World." Although this clause was deleted from the 

/11L Constitution anti-slavery activity throughout the State 

caused a decrease in the number of slaves. 

The Delaware census of 1790 disclosed the presence of 12, 

786 Negroes of which 8,887 were slaves and 3 1 899 were free. 

Ten years later the figures had changed to 6,163 slaves and 

8,268 freemen. Figures for 1830 showed an even greater swing to 

freedom for in that year there were 15,585 free Negroes and 3,292 

slaves. At the start of the Civil War of the 21,625 Negroes in 

the State a meagre 1,798 were in bondage a startling decrease 

in view of the lack of legislation prohibiting slavery within the 

State. 
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'l'he practice of liberating slaves had become so general that 

it was necessary to pass laws designed to hinder it. 1he fear 

that the freed Negro would become a charge promoted the legis-

lation and accordingly it was neces sary for anyone 

his slave to post security in amount fixed by law. 

desiring to free 

li thout this 

no slave could be considered free. 'l'his law was passed in the 

Lower Counties in 1739. 

Objections to slavery in Delaware was primarily the result 

of the lack of economic need for slaves. The nature of the 

agriculture of the colony demanded few slaves. 'l'hen too some of 

religionists of the colony saw in slavery the greatest evil of the 

time and exhorted continually against the practice. Not stopping 

with exhortation some members of the Society of Friends went to 

the expense and trouble of risking their lives in the effort to 

stifle slavery~ Other groups of citizens formed societies and 

thus came into being the Delaware Abolition ~ociety, January 10, 

1802. 'l'homas Garrett, famous abolitionist, was a member of this 

society and took active part in its program. Garrett 1s reputed 

to have helped more than 2,700 slaves to freedom. 

Anti-slavery sentiment had grown to such proportions in 

1820 that a meeting of New Castle County citizenry was held in 

Wilmington, January 16,1820 at which resolutions opposed to 

the practice of enslaving men were passed. In the same year the 

general assembly passed and sent the following resolution to 

Congress: 
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RESOLVED: By the Senate and House of Representatjves of the 
~tatc c1 Lelaware, in ~eneral Assembly met, that in the opinion 
of this General Assembly, the future introduction of slaves into 
the territories of the Un·tA~ tates, and into such new States as 
maybe hereafter admitted into the Union, ought be prohibited by 
Congress. (.Scharf, P• 305-306 .) 

The Federal Census figures for 1930 show the presence of 

32,602 Negroes in Delaware or 13.7 per cent of the total pop

ulation. Of this number 18,471 are in New Castle County. With

inthe County the largest concentration of ~egroes in the State 

live in vv11mington where 12,080 make their homes• 

The Negro population of Delaware is strangely a heterogenous 

mass from all parts of the country. It is generally assumed that 

the majority of Delaware's Negro population is from other States. 

Of the number at home few have achieved positions of outstanding 

prominence or worth. !egroes of the S~ate in responsible positions 

are in almost every instance from other soil. 'lhis can be the 

result of the native Delawarean's distrust of his fellow race 

member, or it maybe an inherent tendency to follow the dictates 

of others in the struggle for leadership. 

Of the native born Delawareans that have risen to places 

of merit in the national and racial firmament the most outstanding 

are Bishop Edward T. Demby, Suffragan Bishop of the ~piscopal 

Church; Jefferson Coage, former U.S. Recorder of Deeds and 

Commissioner to Haiti; Richard Allen, co-founder of African 

Methodist ~piscopal Church; and William Spencer Anderson, Liberian 

colonist. 

'11he economic plight of the contemporary Delaware Negro 

is decidedly less than bright. Essentially a worJing population 

there seems little if any thing fro Negroes to do within the last 
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decade. 'l'he future picture offers nothing at this time which 

indicates any great upturn in demand for Negro labor o ability. 

Three fieldsof endeavor employ approximately 90 per cent of all 

employable Negroes. These are aericulture, manufacturing-labor, 

and domestic- personal services. ~xcepting agriculture the 

cureent economic upheaval has eliminated almost entirely the 

need for Negro labor in the other fields. Thus he is without 

visible means of support and has had to turn to local and 

federal agencies in order to subsist. 

In effort to check the percentages of race members re

ceiving lo r•al and federal assistance in Delaware appeal was 

made to agencies responsible for this type of work. No authentic 

data was forthcoming inasmuch as each agency reported as not 

possessing data from tne viewpoint of races. Social workers 

venturing information without the possesion of factual data es

ti..~ate that 60 percent of employable Negroes of the State are 

without visible means of support. Another 20 per cent are 

being taken care of on work relief projects sponsored by the 

national government, and the remaining 20 percent is distributed 

evenly among agrcilural workers and domestics. 

Only a sharp upturn in labor and construction will make 

any perciptible change in the Negro laborer's position. Since 

apparent indications are to the contrary the economic picture 

of the Delaware l~egro is factually filled with pessimism. 
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In halycon days of plentiful work the Negro enjoyed work 

opportunities in nearly all the major industries of the S¥ate. 

In some instances he was paid identical wages as whites for 

identical labor, but most cases his job was restricted to the 

lower types of work in the lower income bracket\s. Few industries 

had a promotion scale for Negroes inasmuch as they seldom tried them 

in jobs from which they had traditionally been excluded. 

Personal and domestic services formerly offered work opport

unities to 36 percent of the males and females ofthe Race. Drastic 

curtailment of budgetary allowances for work of this type among 

groups affording such has caused a huge slash in .Negro employment 

in this group. Nordic maids and butlers have supplanted the 

Negro. In the textile industry as in leather the Negro has 

been shunted almost completely from the picture and foreign born 

whites employed. Perhaps only in the steel and foundry jobs 

has the Negro held his own and this for his ablility to perform 

well in the high temperature jobs. 

In agriculture the Negro has also lost ground. According 

to the Federal Census figures for 1930 of the 17,341 agricultural 

workers in Delaware, 3,659, or 21.1 per cent were Negroes. Negr~ 

workers employed on farms today has decreased by fifty per cent 

fort wo reasons, namely, loss of ownership and lay-offs. Of the 

7,182 farms in the State with acreage of 20 to 175 acres: 827 were 

owned or tenanted by Negroes. 'l'he decrease in farm ownership 

in the State has also affect the Negro totals as it has the 

general figures. Negroes tilling farms today are only raising 

a variety of truck and light growths for immediate marketing 
• along v•ilmington s curb markets• -
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On the whole the Negro's economic position in Delaware 

is a precarious one. The fact that he has been unemployed in 

large numbers for years is less startling than the fact that in 

the future there seems no place for him in the forthcoming re-

adjustment. Several groups have urged upon him the idea that 

that trade union affiliations will better his unemployment ills. 

Thus he is in the midst of an effort to become a factor in 

labor activities but this has succeeded only to the point 

were he is accepted in the outside labor unions. 

cannot be a milkman, fireman, or office worker. 

He still 

. I 
The one bright feature of the Negro s economic plight is 

the gain make by his professional group. Included herein are 

his doctors, a lawyer, teachers, editors, beauticians, nurses, 

chiropodists, undertakers, dentists, a commercial artist, 

clerics, social workers and writers. '1his group has made some 

progress in numbers and materially. It has suffered less than 

any of the Negro populace •• 

Accurate data about the small Negro business enterprises 

is wanting. They own no major portions of large public concerns 

as they never seem to be able to muster enough capital to buy into 

these concerns. 'l'heir businesses are confined to neighborhood 

enterprises which infrequently are limited to the following types 

of business: grocery, confectionery, tailoring or dry cleaning, 

beauty shops, printeries, sign shops, brick, masonry, and carpentry 

jobbing, lunch rooms, employment offices, plumbing and electrical 

repairing, express and light drayage. 

Even this little group has suffered from the present 
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economic choas sharply. Of the few that one time earned a 

lucrative livelihood many are today without work or hopes of 

anything in the near future. 

Proportionately the number of Negroes affected directly 

by unemployment is greater by far than that of other groups. 

He finds little to hold him on the job and nothing to do after 

lay-off. Estimates are that pro-rata there is three times 

as much unemplo-yment . among Negroes as among other groups. 

~ith little or no work the Negro turns to social 

agencies for succor. He is startled to find that in many 

instances he cannot get assistance and persons in other groups 

in identical stages of want are aided. This puzzles him to 

no end and results in some cases to do,mright belligerence and 

repulsive actions. 

'l.he t r u th behi nd the scene .:is that with the exception of 

federal social agencies the majority of local agencies are 

operated upon funds donated by private individuals. At the head 

of this agencies are persons not so much selected for their 

ability as social workers as for their ability to make friends 

with the powers that be. Consequently there is in many cases 

biased and prejudiced person directing the affairs of that 

agency. In some a:;encies the apparent willingness to help 

the t egro is a sham and is the fear of pressure being brought 

to bear because the agency accepts government funds to some 

extent .. Others make no "bones" at turning away its Negro applicants. 
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Some few of the social agencies headed by the more 

liberal of the group have worked out a plan whereby Negroes 

are alloted ten percent of the funds available for assistance. 

In some cases this fund may exceed ten percent and there is 

an instance where the Negro case load is determined by the 

white case load at a ratio of ten to one. One agency 

head avered that we assist Negroes if it is necessary but 

their requirements ~for living are not as high as others so 

Negroes receive less proportionately from this bureau. 

_: Social service from the standpoint of aid 

to ~egroes is in need of a hypodermic. He can get little 

if any consideration at the best from most of the social 

service agencies in the State. 

Establishment of Negro churches throughout ~elaware 

has done much to uplift the group. Discrimination and 

prejudice have forced him out of the broad public life 

and he has found it necessary to develop his church if he 

would the intercourse and privileges of social and public 

life. Consequently his church in Delaware is his greatest 

institution. 

uuring the early years of slavery the need of the ~egro 

for religious sustenance was evidenced by Rev ¾gh O'Neill of 

the Lover .1:!.piscopal Church, who reported," But what gives me 

greatest concern is my poor negro flock •••••• 11 in 1750. This 

concern for Negro religion was evidenced at Barratt's 0hapel 

near Frederica also for here pews were set aside for Negro 

worshipers in the early years of Methodism. Asbury M.E. 
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Church, vvilmington, permitted Negro worship in the rear of the 

first floor auditorium. 

From these early opportunities to worship God and from 

the deep native religious tendencies of the Delaware Negro 

sprang the first Negro controlled church in America. Dis

gruntled by treatment accorded them at Asbury M.E. Church a 

band of Negroes orgainized the Union Church for Africans in 

1805. From this group developed the present day United American 

Methodist ·..t!.piscopal Church. 

Any reference to the religion of the Delaware Negro would 

be incomplete without mention of .ttichard Allen, ex-slave, reared 

near Dover, who later became famous where ever Negroes gather as 

the founder of the African Methodist ~piscopal Church. Allen 

also has the honor of being the firstNegro to preach in "ilmington 

to a mixed con~egation and this on September 13,1783. As 

I~ I 

reward for his fine preaching on numerous occasions Bishop Asbury 

ordained Allen a deacon in 1799. He 1786 he went to Philadelphia 

were he conceived and excuted the plan of organization for the 

A.M.E. Church. 

Religious tendencies of the Negro in Delaware are again 

indicated by the annual August !q:,uarterly, a religious festival 

held . the last ~unday in August for more than a hundred years, 

~o which thousands of worshippers and curious come from as 

far north and south as New York and Georgia. 

Agitation among the 11modern 11 Negroes against the holding 

of August Quarterly has developed yet there seems no inclination 

of the motivating spirit of the occasion to permits its death. 
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August, 1938, had the larf-est attendancein the .history of the 

event when 18,000 persons attended. (Police Estimate. City of 
Wilmington.) 

Churches ofevery denomination exist in Delaware. The 

more elaborate edifices are Bethel A.M.E.Church (rebuilt 1938) , 

Ezion M.E. Church, Shiloh Baptist Ghurch, Saint Joseph's R.C. 

Church, Whatcoat M.E. Church at Dover, and lesser churches in 

the reaches of the State. 

Negroes of the State attend their churches regularly and 

contribute a disproportionate amount of their income for church 

support. 

/!)l. 

Opportunity for the ~egro during the early days of Delaware 

to become fa.milar with reading, writing.,and arithmetic was 

limited. 'l'here was no general educational facili ti tes to permit 

erudition in numbers. KindheB.llted slaveowners in rare instances 

permitted the slave to study with his children. An instance of 

this type enabled Adoniram Abrahams., born in Seaford Hundred, 1686, 

who lived with a Quaker family to become one the most intellectual 

of the Race. 

Negro schools existed in Delaware as early a s 1814. These 

one room schools were supported by whites who felt that Negroes 

should be educated and provided funds for that prupose. Inspite 

of this interest the growth of Negro educational facilities was 

slow, and as late as 1866 the seven Negro schools in Delaware 

comprised three in _.ilmington, two in Cam.den, one in Odessa and 

Newport .... he largest of these was in Wilmington on Orange Street 
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near Tenth. 

Education for the Ne gro staggered on slowly until tne 

Freedmen's Bureau and organizations of this type began to 

arouse the public to the needs of Negro education. In 1866 

a group of citizens met at the home of Williams. Hilles, in 

Wilmington, and organized the Delaware Association for the 

Moral Improvement and Education of Negroes. Within six months 

fourteen schools were opened with an enrollment of more than 

700 students. Negroes in the communities boarded the teachers 

and provided for the incidental expenses incurred in operating 

the schools. Students had to pay a small tuition fee. 

'l·he General Assembly, in 1875, passed an act taxing 

Negroes for the support of their schools. fhis proved a hardship 

and the future of Negro education seemed dark • . Support from 

private sources and taxes from Negroes had increased the number 

of schools for Negroes to 67 with an enrollment of 4,000. Here 

the program seemed destined.to falter and die because the sum 

derived from ~egro taxes was far inadequate. 

The erection of the first ~egro high school in the State 

was e f fected through the Delaware Association for Moral Improvement 

and Education of Negroes and the Freedmen's Bureau. 1he building 

was dedicated September 201 1869, at Twelfth and Orange Streets, 

Hlmington. Two years later the City of 'Vilmington contr ibuted 

$1,000 to the Negro schools f of the City. 'Ihis was the first 

munctpal contribution toward Negro education in the State. 
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'l'he act taxing Negroes for support of their ovm schools 

failed to provide sufficient income and in 1881 a contribution 

was made to Negro school from the State treasury. Additional 

sums were appropriated in 1883 and 1891. In 1883 the State 

superintendent of schools was given supervision of ~egro schools, 

and in 1895 county superintendents were made responsible foD funds 

received under the act of that year. ~n this year(l895) the 

apportionment to Negro schools was increased to $15,000 

annually. 

Inspite of State help great handicaps remained that prevent-

ed a full development of Negro education. In 1917 a commission 

for study of schools made recommendations for a school code 

disclosed the apalling conditon of the Negro school system. 

Agitation foD better schools for Negroes resulted in an act 

requirin~ the state board of Education to maintain separate but 

schools of uniform equality for Negroes and whites. 

Fortunately,for Negroes, Pierre s. du.Pont offered to 

build and equip schools for egroes throughout the State and 

launched the program immediately. 'J.'he result was that 87 

modernly equipped buildings ,including a new Howard tligh School, 

have been provided for Negro school children. 

'l'he only institution of higher learning admitting Negroes 

is located thre e mlles north of Dover on the du Pont liighway. 

It was created in 1891 by an act of the State Legislature, which 

seems to have forgotten it since. 'l 'he plant consists of 13 

buildings and 200 acres. 

Courses in teacher training, agricultural and industrial 
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arts are offered. A bachelors degree in elementary education 

is offered also, but the same is not recognized in public 

school systems other than Delaware and the deep south. ~he 

faculty and administrative staff number 25 persons. 

lhere are no facilities for pursuit of graduate study 

in Delaware for Negroes. Many undergraduate courses of study 

cannot be had by ~egroes. Pre-professional courses, nurse 

training, music, or professional courses are not to"ce had by 

Negroes in Delaware • 

.I.he recent ruling of the United States ;:jupreme Gourt 

relative to restriction of Negroes from educational institutions 

in states failing to provide equal facilities may react in such 

a way as soon enable ~egroes to attend the University of Delaware. 

Contemplated steps along that line have not been taken yet. 

Insurance is a drain upon the Negro population of the 

State for there seems to be system of malpractices among agents 

that is widespread. Flagrant violations of insurance laws 

occurr frequently in ~egro neighborhoods. ~ncluded in these 

are: issuance of policies with trick phraseology; collecting 

of premiums on elapsed policies;misrepresentations as to death 

indemnities and weekly sick benefits; and writing of uncollect

ible policies. 

'l'he amount of money mulcted from Negroes by insurance 

agents is stupifyingsbut not so much so when one realizes the 

gulliblity of Negroes for insurance protection. Many of them 

never reach the financial independence of bank accounts and 

feel ably protected when the holder of an insruance policy of 
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any type. This pecularity of the group has made it easy 

for the dishonest insurance man to gouge out their weekly 

earnings. 

Even tne .Negroes that have been fortu.na te enough to 

have purchased bona fide insurance pay much for insurance 

protection than their incomes would warrant. rt seems that 

from the amount of insurance carried in \ comparison with their 

incomes Ne groes prepare to die rather than to live. 

The Health of the Delaware regro has : improved greatly 

during the past decade. A cursory study of the report of 

the City of V1ilmington Doard of Heal th for 1935 shows that 

one Negro died from typhoid, no whites; 25 'egroes from 

Tuberculosis, 37 whites; 10 Iegroes from syphilis, 6 whites; 

2 of each race fron bronchitis; homicides among i ee roes 

numbered 7, among whites :s. 'l'otal daaths in •-ilmington for 

1935 were 1346, a little more than one per cent of the populat

ion. Of these iegro deaths totaled 20.5 percent· and whites 

79.5 percent. 'l'he percentage of deaths among whites was 1.023, 

and among Negroes 2.3. Negroes had a higher percentage of 

death in all the three counties;namely, 1.70 per cent against 

whites for New Castle County oustide of Wilmington; 1.999 percent 

against 1.56 percent for whites in Kent County; and 1.77 per cent 

against 1.22 for whites in Sussex County. Total population 
I percentages show tnat the ~egro comprises 13.7 of tne States 

inhabitants tnrowing his death rate ao approximately three to 

one. 

1,1uch of deplorable heath attributed to Negroes can be 

traced to his poor living conditions, hard labor, and mal-

IJ-1 
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nutrition. 1lhe average Negro family is housed in quarters 

unfit for l'.um:an tenancy. Here amidst the squalor of unlighted, 

poorly ventilated, sanitationless homes, dependent on his physical 

or mental resistance to his plight, Negroes live or die • 

. rhe fine work of heal th agencies end a sheer delight in 

living has enabled the decrease in the ~egro death rate. 

The problem of adequate and proper housing for Delaware 

Negroes is one that has long gone unnoticed and uninvestigatJd. 

rrhe new awareness to conditions resulting from poor housing 

throughout the nati ,'n has focused the eyes of white Delaware 

on the dire need for corrective housing legislation among the 

Negroes of Delaware. "hether anything will come of this 

consciousness is problematical, yet recognition of the evil 

is the first step toward its elimination. 

To look at housing among r egroes in 1'ilmington one finds 

that Negroes pay more rent for less than any other group in 

,s7 

the City. Houses with water in cellars, unheated, without bath or 

running water, outdoor privies, community drinking spigots, 

no sewage disposal and kindred ills are me~ely part of the 

evils borne by the Negro house renter. 

'l'here seems to be an ,,.,,.nwri tten law preventing egro 

inhabitance of property until it has become blighted. 'l'he few 

able to purchase selaom f ind the price low enougn to ever enable 
~~ urb~ 

complete ovmership, thus theA°wner.ship percentage a.:mo~regroes 

is low. On the contrary rural Negroes purchase ideal homes 

at attractive figures. 
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Socially the Delaware 1{egro is curiously trapped. For 

many reasons it behooves him to be a nortnern Negro and for 

equally as good reasons prudence would warrant his being typically 

southern. 

He has the assurance that he will not be maligned if he 

takes the front seat in a public vehicle, but also knows that 

he cannot attend a decent picture show. He can purchase 

garments that do not rest on his skin, but dare not in many 

instances attempt to buy articles that need fitting before 

purchase. He can parade with his white brethern but only at 

the end of the procession. He neither can participate fully 

in the life of his state nor is it expedient for him to keep 

wholly without. 

'l'he New Negro has struck a third line of action in 

effort to obtain a measure of the things of life from the 

powers that be. His ancestors followed one of the two 

following courses: dealt entirely within his own group and 

sought comparable solace forihe things he could have gotten 

from the broader contact; or developed after study a keen 

understanding of the white man desires and bartered with him on 

terms ,seldom beneficial, if possible. To pr9secute the first 

plan successfully the ~egro needs money and the self sufficiency 

that money brings. He has neither. 'lhe second plan was re

pugnant to many for it involvesthe loss of characterand the 

cringing acceptance of less than a man's share. 
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The new Negro is attempting to find a middle road whereby he 

can accede as the evidence warrants and lash out bitterly as 

the situation demands. 

The political scene reveals the Negro in his most pathetic 

light. From the viet"lpoint of capabilities and achievements 

tnere is no comparison. Strategically, located so that he 

could demand consideration from all sources he accepts a mere 

pittance and fails to use the unlimited power latently his. 

Not strangely, he has been named to sever al high sounding 

positions, honorary, and ignored in positions that paid 

lucrative returns. He has accepted the high sounding but 

powerles 0 and ignored the powerful but "filthy lucre." 

Fate maneuvered the Delaware Negro into a conspicuous 

po s ition in the political life of the State at the National election 

of 1936 only to have him ignore his fine possiblities in future 

political warfare. Today he has been relegated to his former 

insignificant position i+he political picture of Delaware. 

-----30------
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Lega1 statua 

Delaware was not recognized aa a separate State until 1776. 

Prior to that time ·it had been part of the ovinoe ot Pennaylvan1a, 

although atter 170, a separate general aasembly met and paased lawa 

tor the govemment ot the people ot the Three Lower Counties on the 

Delaware. Penn's counties aad. 

re prov 

are S11 to».e. 

For thia reaaon it is nee aaary to reter to th laws ot 

Pennsylvania to tind the tirat atatute enacted in reference to the 

Negro 1n Delaware. Fro• th••• r cords it 1a tound that during the 

Colonial period a long aeries ot l n were pa• aed, the t1rat being 

that of 1700 when a duty ot twenty ah1111nga wu imposed on eaoh Negro 

alaTe brought into the proTince. About thia time a strong adverse 

aent1ment arose against slavery due partly to the activity ot the 

Quakers, partly to the objections of laborers and workingmen, and 

thirdly, becauae of an inaurreotion ot alavea that had occurred 1n 

New York. Thia sentiment became ao atrong that it was determined to 

prohibit lavery entirely and 1n 1719 a law waa paaaed impo 1ng a 

prohibitive tax or duty ot twenty pounds on each slave imported. '!he 

preamble of the bill atate• a ~ 

nWhereaa diTera Plots and Inaurrec on• have trequently happened, 
e Amer. not only in the Ialanda, but on e Mainland ot America, by 

lave Negroea, which have b en oarr1•d on ao tar that aeveral of 
ade the inhabit.mt• have been bat-baroualy Murthered, an inatanoe 

age 95 whereof we have-x.t.Jr:.¥-J,,lll,Y. 1n our Neighboring Colony ot New 
York," etc. 

Thia law waa immediately repeal.ed in England. 

/U 
I 
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In 1715 a more moderate duty of five pounds wae imposed, but 

again the English authorities interposed, ~epealing 1t 1n 1719. An 

act to continue the duty was passed in 1717-18, and apparently this 

act was not submitted to the In 1720-21, the five-pound duty 

was again imposed, and again it apparently was not submitted to the 

Crown. In 1725•1726 th five-pound duty was imposed again, and in 
/ the same year five pounds 

/ 
extra was placed upon every convict negro 

I 
brought into the colony. ___,, This became law by lapse of time. 

Because restrictive le 1 lation concerning slavery had been 
\ frustrated, noounter1ng not nly the disapproval of certain classes 

in Pennsylvania, but also the ower~opposition of the African Company 

in England, which could count o the decisive interposition of the 

Lords of Trade, such laws were pa sed for short periods of time. The 
/ 

assembly, controlled largely by th Quakers, submitted them to the 

Crown only after a lapse of time an made new laws before the old onea 
/_ \ . 

had been revoked. 1729 the duty was reduced to two pounds. By 1750 

importation had n arly ceased. 
/ 

The French and Indian War and the efforts made to recruit 
I 

soldiers among the white indentured servants, / caused a large number of 
I 

the latter to desert their masters and join the army. '!his brought 

about a demand for negroaa and the next tan/yeara aaw an increase that 

was said to have been alarming. In 1761 restrictive legislation 

was again tried when the duty was made ten pounds. In 1768 the 

act was renewed and it was made perpetual in 1773, this time with 

the duty raised to twenty ounds. 

However, these laws were not paased solely for the purpose of 

prohibiting slavery. The also an important 

consideration. Slavery was placed in the same category as that ot 
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liquors. It was recognized that no one colony could stop slavery; as 

a necessary evil it could be used to raise revenue and the treasury of 

the province was enriched by many thousands of pounds because of the 

duties imposed. 

Laws in Delaware 

The first law passed in the Three Lower Counties in reference to 

Negroes was that of 1726-1727 when the counties were under the governor

ship of Patrick Gordon. This law provided for a special form of trial 

for Negro and Mulatto slaves. Two Justices of the Peace were to be 

"particularly commissioned by the Governor for that service within the 

respective counties thereof, and six of the most substantial free

holders of the neighborhood." This court was to try Negroes and 

ulattoes "accused of committing murder, manslaughter, buggery, burglary, 

robbery, rape, attempts of rape, or any other high and heinous offences." 

Section 3 of the act provided that in case a slave be sentenced to death, 

the master of the slave was to be paid two-thirds of the appraised value 

of the slave. Section 5 provided "That if any Negro or Mulatto slave 

ith1n this government shall attempt to commit a rape on a white man 

or maid, they shall be tried in manner aforesaid, and shall be punished 

by standing four hours in the pillory at the Court-House on some court 

day, with both his ears nailed to the pillory, and before he be taken 

down from the same, shall have both his ears cut off·close to his head." 

That th fear of insurrection still remained with the law-makers, 

is seen in section 7 of the act. as follows: "And be it further enacted •• 

that if any Negroes, above the number of six in one company, not 

belongin to one O er, shall meet together, and upon no lawful business 

of their masters or owners. and being convicted thereof, by the view 



of one Justice of the Peace, or the testi ony of one credible witness, 

such Negro or Negroes so offending shall be publicly whipped at the 

discretion of one Justice of the Peace, not exceeding twenty-one lashes, 

each Negro." This Act continued 1n force until February 3, 1789. 

In 1739 the following law was passed by the General Assembly: 

Sect. 10-And whereas it is tound that free egroes and 
Mulattoes are idle and slothtul, and often prove burdensome to the 
neighborhood wherein they live, and are of evil example to slaves; 
Therefore be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any master 
or mistress, shall, by will, or otherwise, discharge or let free any 
. latto or Negro slave or sl ves, abov the age of thirty-five years, 

or decrepit or infirm, he or she, or his or her executors or adminis
trators, at the next respective County Court of Quarter Sessions, shall 
enter into a recognizance with sufficient sureties, to be taken in the 
name of th treasurer of the said county for the time being, 1n the sum 
of Thirty Pounds, for each lave let free, to indemnify the county from 
any charge they or any of them may be unto the same, in case of such 
Negro or Mulatto's being sick, or otherwise ren ered uncapable to 
support him or herself; and that until such recognizance be given, no 
uoh ~ulatto or Negro shall be deemed free. 

if'?g) 
A hundred years late , tis l~w was the basis for a suit against 

the heirs of Richard Cooper of Kent County, who by will set his slave 

Hannah free. She became a charge and the trustees of the poor sued 

Cooper's heirs for the sum of 168.00 to reimburse tlem for supporting I 
and later burying her. The suit was decided in favor of the Tru"tees. c:- t" 

9 . . ~ 1, 
(Harrington I a rep rt, P• 265, Vol. 2, 1836~- , ~. ' 

Th · resolution, Article 26 of the State Constitution of 1776, did 

not actually prohibit the importation of slaves, and it was not until 

1787 that a 1 was enacted definitely prohibiting such importation. 

Section 7 of that law reads as follows: 

n ••• And be it enacted, that if any person or persons shall, 
after the passing of this act, br ng any Negro or Mulatto 
slave into this State for sale, or otherwise, the said 
·egro or !ulatto slave is hereby declared tree to all !ntenta 
and purposes, and the person or persona bringing the said 
Negro or ulatto slave into the State as aforesaid, shall 
forfeit and pay the sum of Twenty Pounds, to be recovered 1n 
any Court of Record 1n this state ••• n 



-5-

The act also prohibited the exporting of free Negroes and 

Mulattoes without a erm1t. Freed slaves were not considered the 

equal of the whit man, r to have voting privileges. This was 

expressly stated 1n the same act: 

"Section 8: ••• No slave freed agreeable to the laws 
of this State shall be entitled to the privilege of voting 
at eJ.ect1ons, or bein elected or appointed to any office 
of trust or profit, or to give evidence against any whit 
person, or to enjoy any other rights of a freeman, other 
than to hold property, and to obtain redress 1n law and 
equity for any injurJ to his or her person or property.n 

On ebruary 3, 1789, an Act was passed of which Section 3 reads: 

d whereas it is but just and reason·able that N ro and Mulatto 
slaves should receive a trial by jury 1n capital casea, Be it 
therefore enacted, That all Negro and tulatto slaves, after the 
passing of this act, shall be tried, for all capital offences, 
in the Court of General Sessions of th~ Peace for the several 
counties, where the same offences shall be cormni tted, by the 
usual mode of proceeding in the said courts for the punishment 
of crimes against the state, now cognizable in said courts." 

Section 5. And be it enacted, That so much of an Act, entitled, 
An act for the trial of Negroes, as gives to two Justices of the 
Peace, and six freeholders, the power of trying, determining 
and convicting, any Negro, Mulatto, or other slave, and punishing 
the same with death, for any capital offence whatsoever, be and 
the same is hereby repealed and made void. 

The same law prohibited the fittin out or sailing from Delaware 

of any ship to engage in trade or traffic of slaves from any European 

Country, Asia or Africa. In 1793 an act was assed to prevent the 

kidnapping of free negroes or mulattoes, "under penalty of being whipped 

with thirty-nine lashes on the back, well laid on, and to stand in the 

pillory one hour 1th both ears nailed thereto, and to have the aoft 

part of both ears cut off." 

Disputes arose as to the status of children of slaves that had 

been manumitted, their terms of slavery to be effective at a later date. 

The will of George Vincent, dated May 12, 1797, specified that "I give 
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to my d ughter Betsy my negro girl Rhoda, unt l she arrives t the age 

of thirty years, then to have her freedom from slavery." In this 

instance the al ve Rhoda g ve birth to a child, who years later claimed 

that he was free born. ovemor Truitt, who recommended legislation 

covering this ubject, voiced the opinions of the time hen he said, 

"so many negro s ar ow in this situation that 1 is a matter of great 

importanc to scertain what their condition is; for if it is slavery, 

the issue of female parent arc necessarily all slaves; on the con

trary, if it 1s freedom, the issue at the moment of their birth are 

free and o e no service to the master. And is the master, having 

no right to connnand their services for a single moment, bound to 

maintain t em in their infancy? The mother carui~t; and must the 

" public be burd ned with the expense? 

The Act, passed 1n 1810, provided that "the chi ldren of any 
\ 

such female negro born with~the said term of service, shall b in 

like manner deemed and taken to be slaves; the males until they arrive 

at the_ age oft enty•f1ve and the females to twenty-one." 

The rapidity with which negroes were manumitted and the inability 

of many of th m to properly take care of themselves led to th passage 

of several acts to protect the commonwealth: One such act provided 

that no free negro should be allowed to come into the State, and that 

any free negro leaving the State for a period of six months or more 

should be cons1d red as a non-resident and prohibited from returning. 

Persons employing, h1r1 or harboring such free negroes were subject 

to fines of 5.00 per day for each and every day such negroes were 

employed, hir d or harbor d. 

Under a la QS ed February 4, 1811, justices of the peace and 

trustees of the poor were empo~ered to bind out as apprentices the 
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children of free negroes and mulattoes who 1n the opinion of two 

justices or trustees were unable to properly maintain and support such 

children, the children to remain as servants or slaves until they reached 

the ages of twenty-one for the male and eighteen for the female. 

When 1ib:e issouri in 1819, applied for admission to the Union, 

as a slave state, the Legislature of Delaware passed a resolution, which 

was transmitted to Congress, opposing slavery, and advocating the right 

of Congress to prohibit the admission of a State to the Union as a 

slave state. 

In 1819 another act to prevent kidnapping was passed and in 1826 

still another act of the same kind became a law. 

In 1832, following an uprising of slaves in Virginia, in 1831, 

the Legislature enacted a law to disarm free negroea and mulattoea 

and to prevent them from holding religious or other meetings of more 

than twelve persons, except under the direction of three responsible 

w ite persons, and forbidding non-resident free negroes from preaching 

or holding meetings without a license. 

The problem of the run-a-way slave was one that vexed not only 

th master, but many of the people whose sympathies were with or against 

him. Property rights were paramount, however, and the Legislature, 1n 

1826, passed an Act relating to "fugitives from labour." Penalties 

for "hindering seizure, removal ot fugitive or aiding in rescue of 

fugitive, etc." provided tor a tine of not more than $500 with from 

three to twelve month'• imprisonment. A similar penalty was provided 

for transporting fugitives out of the state by water -- 600 to owner, or 

500 fine and three to twelve months imprisonment. It a negro, fine 

and punishment, or 39 lashes. 

An Act 1n 1837 provided for the punishment of any person enticing 
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or aiding a Negro or latto to escape, and, if a negro, to be sold to 

the highest and best bidder for a term of seven years. In 1849 this 

Act was amended and the pen ty .for a second offence was raised to 

·1,000 fine and six months imprisonment, and in 1852 the law was 

again amended to apply to any person who_ shall "advise, promote, 

or aid the running away or any slave, etc,n and also provided that the 

owner of the slave should receive 1,000 instead or ..,500. Another 

amendment in 1857 made the Act applicable to persons in "charge o.f 

railroad trains." 

A bill was introduced in the general assembly February 19, 

1847, for the abolishment of slavery, but it failed in the Senat 

by one vote, that of the Speaker. Another bill, introduced the same 

month, committing the State against the introduction of slavery into 

th err1tor1es, was adopted. 

In 1851, the Legislature enacted a law, after reciting in the 

prean~le that the increase of free negroes in the state is "a great 

and growing evil, injurious and corrupting to the resident negroes, 

there.fore, no .free non-resident negro or mulatto "shall come into 

the State." 

~ovember, 1861, President Lincoln aon:f~ .!'oz- the 

emancipation or slaves through compensation to the owners by the 

United States Government. hoping by this ~eans to "bring the Rebellion 

to a peaceful close;" Delaware at the time was the smallest slave

holding State, having only 1798 slaves. and the President consulted 

with~. George P. Fisher, Congressman elect from Delaware, relative 

to his plan. The proposition, in substance, was that the Government 

would pay to the State of Delaware the sum o.f 500 .for each slav • 

payments being made at the rate of ten percent each year .for a period 
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of ten years, and that the State should pay to the slave-holders the 

value of the emancipated slaves. 

Congressman Fisher agreed to submit the plan to the Delaware 

legislature and a bill was prepared in accordance with the plan ot 

President Lincoln. Before it was introduced it was decided to as• 

certain whether sufficient votes could be pledged to pasa it. It wu 

found that the Bill could not be passed, and it was not introduced. 

(Po ell P• 262.) 



JUDICIAL CASES 

concerning 

AMERICAN SLAVERY .AND THE NEGRO 

Edited by The late 

HELEN TUNNICLIFF CATTERALL 
(Mrs.Ralph c.H.catterall) 

With Additions By 

JAMES J. HAYDEN 

Law School, Catholic University of America 

VOLUME IV 

Caaes f1•om the Courts of 

NEW ENGLAND, THE MIDDLE STATES, AND THE 
DIS'rRICT OF COLUMBIA 

(CUT) 

WASHINGTON, D. c. 
Published By The Carnegie Insitution of Washington 

1936. 

PP 211 to 242 ine. 



., 
DELA/ARE 

INTRODUCTION 

I. 

The line which the English mathematicians, Mason and Dixon, drew 

to the north and east of Maryland in 1763-1767, to settle the boundary 

dispute bet een Lord Baltimore and 11lliam Penn, divides Maryland from 

Pennsylvania (which then included Delaware) like a T-square, or rather 

like a letter z, whoso lowest member is embryonic. Actually,1 the 

present state of Delaware lies holly outside the traditional "pale" 

of the slave states, yet she was not free. Her air was not too pure 

for a slave to breathe, nor did her soil impart freedom to the slave 

ho set foot thereon; but the atmosphere was kindlier to him the:xe than 

in aryland and further south. 

' 10 

A vital distinction ias, that in Delaware a negro was presumed to 

be free, while in the other slave states he was presumed to be a slave. 

The first enunciation of the doctrine in the Delaware Reports appears in 

1840 in the case of the State v. Dillahunt, 2 though it had been so held 

prior to that case.3 A colored woman las objected to as •a witness "be

cause she was not proved to be a free woman, though it was proved that 

she acted as such. The court held her competent on two grounds. At 

the common law there was always a strong presumption in favor of freedom. 

In the first settlement of this country, the fact of the existence of 

the negro race in a state of bondase to the whites, and a large majority 

of that color being slaves, was considered sufficiently strong to out-

w igh the conmion law presumption, and to introduce a legal presumption 

that a colored peron is prima facie a slave. Yet that state of things 

htts changed; and cessante causa, cessat et ipsa lex. There are in this 

State about 20,000 persona of color; of 1hom 17,000 are free, and 3,000 
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slavos. A large najority of all persona of color in the United States 

are free. In point of fact, therefore, there is no rea on to presume 

slavery from colorJ in opposition to the strong common law presumption, 

that every man having the human form is a freeman. And such h.o.a been 

the decision of this court on several occasions. But additionally, it 

bas always been the practice to take reputation as proof of freedom."4 

The contiguity to 1.faryland and the large numbers of free negroes 

offered a great temptation to kidnap them 1n Delaware and to carry them 

into slavery in Maryland. In 1793 an act5 was passed providing that 

"every person ho shall feloniously kidnap, take and carry away from 

this state, into any other state, any free Negro or free Uulatto, or shall 

aid or assist •• shall be publicly whipped on his or her bare back iith 

thirty-nine lashes well laid on, and shall stand in the pillory for the 

space of one hour, 1th both of his or her ears nailed thereto, and at 

the expiration of the hour, shall have the soft part of both of his or 

her ears cut off." 

In 1826 "a fine of not less than one thousand dollars nor more than 

two thousand dolla:rs" as added; the lashes were increased to sixtyJ the 

ears ere left freeJ but the act provided that the person convicted 

"shall be imprisoned• in solitary confinement, for a term of not less 

than three nor more than seven years and at the ·expiration of said im

priaorunent shall be disposed of as a servant to the highest and best bid

der or bidders for the period of seven yearsJ and every person •• so 

o~fending a second time, upon conviction of such second offence, shall 

suffer death. 6 The Act of 1841 reduced the lashes again to thirty-nine, 

and the term of imprisorunent to not less than one year nor more than 

two. For a second offence, the fine we.a increased ( 2000 to 5000), 

and exile was substituted for death.7 Nevertheless the temptation to 

kidnap was too strong to be resisted, the profits of the business over

balancing the fear of punishment, as the numerous kidnapping cases tes

t1fy.8 
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Evon slaves could not, byte Act of 1787,9 be carried out of the 

state for sale, or sold for export, without a license, on pain of for

feiting one hundred pounds for each offence; and an additional penalty 

as inflicted by a clause in the ~id.rw.pping act of 1793,lO declaring 

such slaves free. 

I 71, 

About 1799 one Hicks removed eleven. of his negroes to Maryland. In 

1801 one of them, Amelia, "escaped from the servie of Hicks," and re

turned to Delaware. "Subsequently she was found in the possession of 

Andrew Allen, who claimed and held her as his slave 1n this. state for 

nearly thirty years, •• It was alledged that he purchased her of •• 

Alston, but this fact was not established, •• It was in evidence, how

ever, that this Alston was a negro trader from one of the southern states, 

and that Hicks actually sold all of the other negroes which he took from 

this state, to the traders, after he hnd taken them tor ry-land." 

three children, born after her return to Dela~are, and her grandchildren, 

petitioned for freedom, under the act of 1793.lO The members of the 

court were "unanimous in the opinion, that the petitioners are entitled 

to their freedom1" that such exportation did, ipso facto, establish 

Ame111a 1s freeoomJ and that the "right and title to freedom •• attaches 

the moment the offence 1s committed, which 1sprohibited by the statute."11 

It was held in 184912 that"a prior conviction (of the master) is not re-
to 

quisiteJ •• proof of the fact of exportation, contraryAhe act, confers 

.freedom." 

Conversely, by the Act of 1787, a slave became free if brought into 

the state, "for sale, or otherwise,"13 Even a slave sent by his master 

in Maryland to haul wheat to sow on his Delaware farm,14 or to plow on 
, . 

his farm there for a row dnys,.15 was decreed free.~6 

The kidnapping cases together with some cases of assault and battery 

on free negroes produced one beneficent results they gave rise to an in-
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terpretation of the rules of evidence as to the admission of the testi

mony of free negroea in cases there a hite man is a party, hich gave 

the fr e negro a bulwark for his rights not vouchsafed him in the other 

alaveholding states. Tho atatut of Dela~are, pa sod in 1787,17 pro

vided that no free negro "shall be entitled •• to give evidence against 

any hite person, or to enjoy any other rights of a freeman, other than 

hold property, and to obtain redress in law and equity for any injury to 

his or her person or property." In 1793 a whit man was indicted for an 

assault and batter on Phillis Miller, a negro woman. She was offered 

as a witness for the State, and admitted. "legroes are allo ed the same 

redress for injuries to their persons as.whitea.18 Indictment is one mode 

of redress for an injury to the person, principally useful here the party 

injured is the only witness of the fact necessary to be proved. The act 

giving to negroes this right of redress must be construed. to allow the 

means absolutely necessary to obtain redress ••• we do not mean to say ' 

that a negro is a itness between two white persons; nor, in cases like 

the present, there other proof can be procurod; but only in the case where 

justice must otherwise fail."19 Justice would usually have failed in the 

kidnapping cases if negro testimony had been excluded. 

In 1799 an act20 was passed admitting "free black persons and free 

mu1attoes 11 to give testimony "in all criminal prosecutions, where it 

appear to the court •• that no white person or persons competent to give 

testimony, was or were present at the time when the fact charged 1s 

alledced to have been committed, or where .such white persons who were 

present have since died, or are absent from the State and cannot be pro

duced as itnesses," except "against any white man, to charge such white 

man with being the father or reputed father of any bastard child." In 

1840 the negro kidnapped was allowed to give evidence, though there 

as a white person present who was "implicated" in the crime, but not 
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indicted: "the act (of 1799) contemplated, in excluding negro testi

mony here a competent white witness was present, not the mere case 

of competency on the pa~t of the witness, but the sufficiency of his 

evidence under ordinary circumstances, to produce conviction."21 In 
, 

an assault and batrtery case, in 1842,22 the negro assaulted was permitted 

to testify, although there bad been two white persons present and "both 

knew that a blow was struck," but "one of them was drunk, and the other 

did not see the whole of the fight." (576) "~e law of humanity is 1n 

favor of the old decisions, •• Otherwise there will often be a failure 

of justice, and wrongs may be committed with 1Jnpun1ty." (Read, c. J.) 

As late as 1867 the old act of 179923 was relied on to ezclude the tes

timony of a negro man against a white man indicted for assaulting him, 

there being a competent white witness present; but "the fact that the 

negro called as a witness, was the person on whom the assault and battery 

had been connnitted, having come to the knowledge of the Court, the Chief 

Justice remarked that his testimony was admissible under the rulings of 

the Court, on the ground of lrumanity and necessity, although there was a 

lhite witness present," 

The Delaware court agrees with th.at ' of Maryland24 1n holding that a 

slave born during the continuance of a life estate in the mother, belongs 

to the legatee for lifes "He who supports the child of the slave in in

fancy, ought to be justly remunerated for his expense and trouble by its 

services, and the expectation that he will be so remunerated will insure 

greater care and attention to the wants of the child ••• the maxim 

(partus sequitur ventrem} is misapplied when it is used to direct us not 

as to the condition of ~he issue, but as to the person entitled to the 

ownership of that issue."86 

The maxim, as applied "to the condition of the issue," comes up for 

interpretation in those cases where a female slave is to become free in 



\ :fu.turo, and she gives birth to a child or children before the end of the 

term of intermediate servitude. The Virginia interpretation was generally 

followed in the slave statesi26 that as the mother was not actually free 

till the future date, her offspring born while ·ahe 1as not actually free, 

but a slave, rere alaves;_and so it as held in Delaware, in the case of 

Jones v. Wootten, 1n 1833.27 Judge Harrington dissented: (84) "By the 

act of manumission (in future) the mother acquires a vested right ••• 

The child follo-. s the condition of the mother. At its birth the mother 

is not in the condition of absolute slavery, but only of limited slavery, 

owing services for a limited period; if the child be in the same condition 

it 1s that of limited slavery, measured by the term of its mother's servi

tude ••• (86) I regret that I have not been able to bring my- judgment 

into coincidence with that of the other members of the Court. I think 

the petitioner •• is entitled to his freedom." But in 1849 the judgment 

"of the other members of the Court" was overruled in the case of Elliott 

v. Tw1ller8 and Judge Harrington's opinion 1n Jones v. ootten was fol

lo ed. 

Delaware differed from the other slave states in another particular. 

unique in the line of reasoning followed by the court and in the conclu

sion roached. In othor slave states there were many cases of free negroes 

who bought slaves, usually members of their OW??- families, and generally in 

order to set them free 1f' the law so permittea.29 

1ho had been "legally married" to a slave and had purchased their son 

I aa c , hen he was an infant, bequeathed him to Tindal "until he should 

attain the age of twenty-five years," and on Tindal 1s death, his executor 

sold Isaac to Hudson. It was held (1n 1838)30 that Isaac was "entitled 

to his freedom." Judge Clayton, 1n delivering the opinion of the Court, 

says," e observe one •• pervading feature (of slavery), that the black 

is the slave to the bite man, •• this court •• ill not extend slavery 
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beyond hat it has been heretofore, •• to give the free neero a right 

to hold slaves, ould be to institute another and a daneerous species 

of slavery hitherto unkncwn.31 • : the negro is not such a freeman as to 

extend protect1onJ he is •• almost as helpless and dependent on the 

hite race as the slav himselfJ •• e think, therefore, that neither 

usage, policy, nor the necessary relations of master and slave, 111 

permit free ne roes 1n this state to hold slaves ••• also •• we ought 

not to recognize the right of a father to hold his own children in slavery. 

Humanity forbids it. The natural rights and obli ationa of a father are 

paramount to the acquired ri hts of the master; and the moment the fnther 

purchases-his child and these rights become blended in the same person, · 

the lesser rights and obligations are merged in the greater, and the child 

is free ••• (443) Humanity revolts at the idea of a parent selling his 

own children into slavery." 

II. 

The judicial system provided for the Delaware state by the 

constitution of 1776 comprised a Supreme Court consisting of three judges, 

one of hom was to be chief justice, and a Court of Appeals consisting 

of a president and six other judges. Tlie cons1titut1on of 1792 separated 

equity jurisdiction from that of the law courts, and instituted a chan

cellor and a Court of Chancery. The sessions of the Supreme Court er 

to be held by three or four jud.ses, one of rhom was to be resident 

county, and one of Yhom was to be chief justice. Appeals from it were 

to go to the High Court of Errors and Appeals, consisting of the chancel

lor, ~he jud es of the Supreme Court, and those of the Court of Common 

Pleas 

The constitution of 1831, under hichmost of the cases which fol

lo ere heard, provided instead of the Supreme Court a Superior Court 

1th four judges (one of them to be chief justice), but required that, 
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of the associate judges, there should be one from eac11 of the three 

counties of hich the state consisted, and that no associate judge should 

sit 1n the county in hich ha residea. The chancellor and Court of Chan

cery iere retained. Appeals ere to be heard by the Court of Errors and 

Appeals, which 1n the case of appeals from the Superior Court was to con

sist of the chancellor, the associate judge of the superior Court who 

had not sat in the case below, and one of those jud ,es of that court who 

had so sat, while in the instance of a case brought up from the Court of 

Chancery the appeal was to be heard by a court consisting of the chief 

justice and his three associates. Criminal cases wero heard eith~r by the 

Court of Oyer and Term1ner or by the Court of General Sensions or the 

Peace and Jail Delivery, composed variously of the chief justice and asso

ciate judges. From these two criminal courts there was no appeal to any 

other court. 
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l Thoµgh not f1 uratively. 
2 3 Harrington 551. 
3 state v. Jeans, 4 Harrington 570 (1845)z "it has been repeatedly de
cided that as a mere presumption, the inclination is in favor of freedom. 
It was so held prior tb tho case of Dillahunt, though that ia the first 
case reported." 
4 As in Maryland. 
5 Act of June 14, 1793, ch.22. c. sect. 1 (2 Del.Laws 1093). This act 
al o contained a section (sect. 4) declaring slaves free, who were car
ried out of the state for sale, or sold for export without a license. 
The act "11as intended to prevent the c .. ime of kidnapping; to restea:.n the 
traffic in human beings, and gradually to abolish slavery 1n this state." 
Allen v. Nero Sarah, ·2 Harrington 434 (1838). 
6 Act of Feb. a, 1826, Rev. Laws 1829, 131. 
7 Act of Feb. 18, 1841, ch. 346, . sect. 1. sass. Laws 1841, 400. For fur
ther modifications see Rev. Stat. 1852, 473 (ch. 127, sect. 12). 
8 State v. ihaley, 2 IIarr1ll8ton 532, 538 (1836 and 1837)J State v. Whita
ker, 3 Harrington 549 (1840); state v. Griffin, ibid. 559 (1841); State Y. 
The same defend.ant, ibid. 560J State v. The same defendant and Wilson, 
ibid•i State v. Jeans, 4 Harrington 570 (1845); state v. Updike, ibid. 581 
(l847J; State v. Harten, ibid. ·592 (1847). 
9 Act of Feb. 3, 1787, ch. 145. ·b. sects. 1, 2. 2 Del. Laws 885. 
10 Act of June 14, 1793, ch. 22. c. sect. 4~ 2 Del. Laws 1094. 
11 Allen v. Negro Sarah, 2 Harrington 434 (1838). 
12 Anderson v. Thoroughgood, 5 Harrington 199. 
13 Act of Feb. 3, 1787, ch. 145. b. sect. 7. 2 Del. Laws 886. 
14 Negro Guy v. llutchins, 5 Harrington 103 n. 
15 Negro Abram v. Burrows, ibid. 102 n. (1804J• 
16 The Act of 1827 obviated this difficultya any person •• occupying a 
farm •• throueh which the line of the State runs, may lawfully employ 
his •• slaves upon every part of such farm •• and pass and repass them 
over said line for that purposeJ "Rev. Laws 1829, 154. 
17 Act of Feb. 3, 1787, ch. 145. b. sect. s. 2 Del. Laws, 887. 
18 Ibid. 
19 State v. Bender, p. 217, infra. 
20 Act of Feb. 1, 1799. 3 Del. Laws 80. 
2l State v. Vhitaker, 3 Harrington 549. Affirmed in State v. Griffin, 
ibid. 5601 "at the time he was kidnapped, there were white persons present 
aiding and assisting in the crime." 
22 state v. Cooper, ibid. 571. 
23 "the eighth section of which was re-enacted in 1852." Rev. Coe, ch.107, 
sect. 4. 
24 In the other slave states, the child belonged to the rema1nderman. 
25 Smith v. ilma.n, 2 Harrington 497 (1839). 
26 Maria v. Surbaugh, 2 Randolph 228 (1824). 
27 I Harrington 77.· 
28 5 Harrington 192. 
29·see the extraordinary case of the Guardian of Sally, a Negro v. Beaty, 
l Bay 260 (1792). 
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\ 30 Tindal v. Hudson, 2 Harrington 441. 
31 The Act of Va., Oct. 5, 1670f pro~ided that "noo negroe or Indian though 
baptised and enjoyned (enjoying) their ome Freedom shall be capable of 
any •• purchase of chr1st1ana, but yet not deba~red from buying any of 
their owne nation." 2 Hening 280. 



\ DELA1ARE CASES 

Robinson v. Adams, 4 Dallas xii, September 1788. Will of Thomas 
Bagwell, dated 1690: "I g1ve to my son John, one negro woman." 

Negro Brister v.D1ckerson, 5 Harrington 102, 1792. Petitioner 
was decreed free because he was sold with intent to export. 

Collin v. Hall, 3 Harrington 574 n., November 1793. "Upon the 
trial of this cause(between two white persons(2)), ••• one Levin 
Thompson, negro, was offered as a witness •• Thompson was a ttree
man; that his mother and grandmother had been free; and that they 
lived in, and he came trom,the State of aryland." 

Held (576) The witness is incompetent and must be rejected." 
"There is no doubt but this man must be taken tor the issue of a 
slaves and, though he were made tree by the laws of aryland, h is 
clearly within the spirit of the act of 1787."(3) 

State v. Bender,3 Harrington 572 n., December 1793. •The defendant, 
a white man, was indicted for an assault and ttery on Phillis M1ller, 
a negro woman. Ph1111s Miller was ottered as witness for the State," 
(574 n.) "Per CUriam.- 1tness admitted." (573n) "her credit to 
be left to the d:ur7••• Negroes are allowed the same redress tor 
injuries to their persons as whites. Indictment is one mode of 
redress for an injury to the1 person, principally use.ful. where the 
party injured is the only witness of the fact necessary to be proved. 
The act (4) giving to negroes this right of redress must be con
strued to allow the means absolutely necessary to obtain redress ••• 
we do not mean to say that a negro is a witness between two white 
persons; nor, in cases like the present, wher other proof can be 
procured; but only in the case where justice must otherwise fail." 
(Bas tt, c. J. Rodney, J., concurring- McDonOllgb., J. dissenting.) 

State v. Farsons,negro,3 Harrington 576 n. May, 1794. "Indictment 
for an ass :ult and battery upon ••• a white man. David Hutt, a tree 
negro man, was offered as a witness for the defendant ••• Hutt was 
the only witness present at the transaction." 

Heldt "e consider him incompetent""The witness is not seeking 
redress, and therefore not within the elaus of the act of assembly 
(5) relied on by the court in The State v. ender."(6) 

Negro Isaac v. Ferguson (7) 5 Harrington 102, November 1794. Peti
tioners were decreed tre because they had been sold with intent to 
e~ort.(8) 

I. Wilson's notes 168 
2. State v. Bender! infra 
3. Act of Feb. 3 1 787. 
4. Act of assem. Feb. 3, 1787, 2 Del. Laws, 887, sect.a 
5. Febe 3, 1787. 
6. supra. 
7. Cit d from ilson•s notes. 
8. Negro Jemina v. Ross, 5 Harrington 102 (1796) 
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N gro Guy v. Hutchins, 5 Harrington 103 n., 1803 (?} (104 n.) 
"Guy was sent by his master ith a cart load of wheat to sow on his 
farm in Delaware. Decreed free." (1) 

Cedar Swamp Case, 5 Harrington 104 n. (c 1804)." The negro was 
hired by e. person l v1ng in Maryland, near the line, of his mistress, 
who resided in Maryland also. He kept him in the swamp at ork; 
and at one time kept him to work 1n ells' Swamp repairing bridge 
for the space of two weeks; but slept in aryland, and carried his 
dinner 1th him. Petition(for freedom) discharged." (J'Udge Rodney's 
MS, notes.) 

Blacksmith's Shop Case, 5 Harrington 10 n. (o.1804)." Perhaps 
negro Tom v. Banks. The slave worked freq ently, say five or six 
days in th Blacksmith's shop, in ~hich his master as a partner; 
but did not sleep in Delaware. After argument t. e court discharged 
the petition (for .freedom). His domicil appeared to be 1n !aryland
and no intention to elude the act of 1787 appeared to the court.". 
(Judge Rodney's MS. notes.) 

Negro Abram v. Burrows, 5 Harrington 102 n.,November 1804. 
"Abram was th.e property of Fd ard Burros, who resided in Karyland 
and had a farm in Dela are, on which his brother Lewis lived as 
tenant. br a sent to plow several days, two or three, and also 
to save fodder two or three days, in the years 1802•3•" L is "returned 
ork to Ed ard foi:• 1 -; th t he came with his master's plows and 

horses; ••• Burrows lived three miles from this as.rm." Held: n amounted 
to a hiring or sale; and therefore is a bringing into th Stat, 
under the act (2) so s to entitle negro Abraham to his freedom."(3) 

Negro Beck v. Holiday, 5 Harrington 101, ovam.ber 1805. "Petition 
for t:r edom. s. ood-I heard Edward Holiday say he qid not buy Beck 
for life, ut ould not tell er so ••• Beck had been in possession of 
Bdward Holiday five years. George Clow-Haeheard Edward Holiday!_the 
elder, say he bought Beck of Jolm Cloud for 11.f'e. Holiday gave :r.,;,50 
for her and her ch1ld ••• cloud lived in aryland. Cloud said he took 

bond from dward Holiday, that Beck was to be free in six or seven 
years." tnesa for defendant: "Cloud told me he sold Beek for life." 
"Cloud lived in Delaware when he sold." i'he court adjudged negro 
Beck free.(4) 

State v. Jolmson, cited in 3 Harrington 549, 1822. Heldt "The person 
(tree negro) kidnapped was a competent witness, though an accomplice 
(white) 1n t crime, and present at its commission. was alao examined." 

Burton v. Derrickson, l Harrington 7, spring 1832. "an action ot trover 
brought for tour negro slaves ••• Burton married the daughter ot Capt. 

• Derrickson, ho gave these negroes to th wife ot Burton. Th negroes 
writ into th possession of Burton and remained in his possession atter 
the death of his wife am during all his life. After bis deathf they 
were taken back by Capt. Derrickson." His administrators "have sold them 
a a part of th estate of Derrickson." 

1. Judge Rodney's MS notes 
2. Act of 1787. 
3. Judge Rodney•s MS notes. 

• • • • • • . 1 • • •• • • • . . . . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 4. Judge Rodney•s MS ndt'f~ti:· . . .. . . .... : ·:: : . : ·:: : ·: : . . : .. ~ : . . . . . .. ·. . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 
. . . . . . . ....... ··· .... ·. : . . . . : .. : .. : :. ~ . : :. : ·: : .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . : .. : . : : . ·. ~:.: : . •. : .. : . 
: : ! :: : ·.: : • : • •• ·~ : : • ~.::. • • •. • • •• • • • • • • ••••• . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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Davis' Case, 1 Harrin ton 17, sprin 1832. ote: (19) "Form of 
Indentur of a coloured boy by the father. It differs from the form tor 
a white boy in the followin particulars: I. "a negro (or mulatto) boy," 
inscead of "a bite boy"; II. "servant" and "servitude" instead ot 
"a )prentice" and 'apprenticeship"; III. "at the regular expiration of 
his servitude, to :fu ish him with two suits of clothes suitable to h1a 
condition, and also to ay to the said Y.Z. the sum of--dollars in lieu 
of schooling~ it bein lnexpedient to stipulate for education in reading 
and writing. The hite apprentice must be given "reasonable education 
in reading and writing, to it: -- years and -- months schooling during 
his said apprenticeship;" Forms of\ indenture are also given "of a poor 
coloured boy under ten years old, by two justices of the peace; or two 
trustees of the poor; or a justice and trustee'' and (20) "of a poor 
coloured boy, over ten years old." 

Gordon, 2 Harrington 528, 1832. "Judy Gordon petitioned for free
dom on the ground that her master had sold or exported her to Maryland. 
The co rt •• made an order that the master should enter into recogni
zance .in 500• with sufficient surety, conditi oned for the forthcomin of 
the petitioner at the hearing, and to pay her wages if her freedom 
should be decreed; and, if he declined doing so. that the petitioner 
should be allowed to give a like recognizance on her part." 

Negro Ben. Jones v. l'looten, 1 Harrington 77, April 1833. Petition 
for freedom. (79) "George Vincent by hie last wil, dated May 12th, 
1797, bequeathed as follows:-- 1 I give to my daughter Betsey my negro 
girl Rhoda, until she arrives to the age of thirty years, then to have 
her freedom from slavery.• The petitioner Benjamin (now of the age of 
twenty-seven years,} is a son of Rhoda and was born in 1805, after the 
death of George Vincent and before his mother attained the age of thirty 
years, and claims to be free under the act of 1810." 

Held: ( 4) "he was not born free for his mother was then a slave-
of course therefore he was born a slave, and that slavery was dis for 
life, so it 1s not limited to a shorter period by any valid law. which 
applies to his case, or by the will of Mr. Vincent the master of the 
mother." (Black, J.) Petition ordered to be dismissed. 

Harrington, J. dissented: "By the act of manumission the mother 
acquires a vested right ••• The child follows the condition of the 
mother. x its birth the mother 1s not in the condition of absolute 
slavery, but only of limited slavery, owing services for a limited 
period; if the child be in the same condition it 1s that of limited 
slavery, measured by the term of the mother's servitude. This is the 
view I take of the question as 1t stood before the act of 1810. The 
principal (sic) is no doubt prejudicial to the master and imposes a 
great hardship on him of maintaining the infant children of his manu
mitted slaves; but it •• is a consequence of his own act of manumission. 
The injustice of such a case as it regards the master was probably 
the origin of the act of 1810 ••• This act was passed on the recommenda
tion of Governor Truitt; and it seems probably, from the terms he uses 
in bringing tbe·subject to their notice, that the legislature proceeded 
rather on the ground of extending the time of service as a compensation 
to the master than on any idea of restricting any rights that he 
possessed •• (85) It ls true that slavery is tolerated b our laws; 
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but it is going too far to say that this kind ot property in slaves is 
precisely lik very other species of roperty. The a irit of the age 
and the principles of liberty and personal rights as held 1n this country 
are equally op osed to a doetrin dr wn from the ages and countries of 
despotism, •• in many, perhaps in most, of these United States it has 
either been don away or rovisions has been ma e for its prospective 
abolishment •• there now remain 1n (Pennsylvania) •• as appears from 

statement lately made by a committ of their l isl tlll', less than 
one hundred slav•s with a certainty of the speedy extinction of slavery 
ther ••• (86) I re ret that I hav not be n able to bring my judgment 
into co1nc1dene with that of the other members of the Court. (1) I 
t ink th petitioner, being now 25 years of age, 1s entitled to his free
dom." 

Lockwood v. Burton, l Harrington 138, spring 1833. "Replevin for 
a negro boy •• valued at 200. • ther ~as no proof that. • the 
first administrator •• ever paid debts to the amount of the boy or any 
part of his value, h therefore as not administered, but remained in 
specie as the property of William Br1nkloe and liable to the execution" 

Eaves v. King, l Harrington 141, spring 1833. "Replevin for a 
negro woman and twc children ••• The dof't offered evidence of the 
freedom of th negroes, but it was rejected by the court •• the freedom 
of th ne ro s cannot be tried in t his proceedin • 11 

:rvurphy v. Countiss, l Harrin ton 143, sprin 833. "The pl•tt was 
claimed as a servant by •• To send, and the det't being a constable, 
arrested and put him 1n prison as such servant ••• it turned out that 
Townsend had no v id claim to the pl 1 tt. Whereupon he brought thi 
su1t (for trespass, assault and battery, and fals imprisonment)• • 
The plaintiff had a verdict." 

orris v. cannon, 1 Harrington 220, fall 1833. "Replevin for a 
negro boy; an apprentice ••• 1The negro boy •• was, on the 2d of April, 
l 30, bound as an apprentice to Jarga.ret udson, her h ·ira and assigns; 
at th time and before the binding he was a free negro; argaret Hudson 
afterw ~ds", became the wife of 11111am M. Morris., who took possession 
of the said negro apprentice • • After h is death l is xecutor took pos
session of the boy and hired him to the def't. The negro boy was duly 
inventoried and ap raised 1n the estate of illiam M. torris." (222) 
"Judgment of' non suit," "Replev1n will not lie for a free man;" "the 
court intimatin an opinion that the p,l'ft was nevertheless entitled to 
the unexpired time of the a prentice. 

Chandler v. Ferrie, 1 Harrington 454, fall 1834. The will of 
Thomas Chanler "bore date th 24th ay, 1833, and as ma e when the 
testator r1as in h1s 73d. year of ge ••• 1n the hand writing of Benjamin 
Ferris, who was oonat1tuted an executor and trustee. It contained a 
great number of small bequests, amounting in the hole to about seventeen 
thousand dollars, most of which were to the te tator's relatives; 

l The jud ent "or the other members of the Court" was overruled in 
1849. Negro Ann Elliott v. Twilley, P• 234, infra. 
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and it then dis osed of the rest and residue of his estate, real, 
p rsonal and mixed, in the follodng anner. 'And whereas it hath 
frequently occurr d to my mind that the African race or descendants 
of Af'rican natives in the United States, are in a deplorable degraded 
condition, and considerin that neither the federal government nor any 
other institut i on ha made ad quate provision for their improvement in 
education, morals and industry I hav thought that a great and permanent 
benefit might accrue, not only to that people but to the white population 
of our country, if a foundation could be laid, though in a small way, of 
a fund to be ap ropriated to the promotion of thes i mportant ends. 
1th the hope therefore th t benevolent individuals who may survive me, 

may be disposed to aid in this concern, end contribute to ards its 
accomplishment, until fund may be raised sufficient to commenc an 
institution to carry into effect the views before expressed, so far at 
least as to educat male children of the African race, so as to rend r 
them useful to themselv sand the community by a course of instruction 
1n mora1s, science and productive employment, agricultural, mechanical 
or othernse; I do hereby give, devise and bequeath to John Clark, •• 
Benjamin erris •• all the rest and residue of my estate, •• 1n 
trust, •• -(456) And it is further my will and a condition of the afs 1d 
devise and bequest to my trustees as afs'd that the estate so given to 
them in trust shall be appropr1 ted and app}ied to the uses and purposes 
afa:d within seven years after my decease; and if within that time no 
such 1n titution shall be established or commenced, and no other funds 
raised for the purposes of such establishment, then and in such case all 
the said res i du to my state shall go to and be equally divided a.m,ng 
all the children or my ne hews and nieces •• Excepting nevertheless out 
of such bequest the sum off~ undred dollars. part of the said residue, 
which I do hereby give an bequeath o the African school society ot 
Wilmington, incorpor ted b th Legisl tur, of the state of Delaware, 
for th purpose of instructing the descendants of the people of Africa,-
the same to be paid to the said society on failure of the said institution 
and not otherwlse.tn He adds an outline of the plan of the proposed 
institu Uon: "children should be admitted at seven years of age and 
older, a pupils from any section of the United states, but those from 
the Stat of Delaware to have the preference in all cases wh nit may 
be necessary from the st~te of the school to make a choice. Fourth. 

hen upils arriv at fourteen years of age, having had a competent 
share of learning to fit them for business, they should be permitted, it 
they so choose, to be apprenticed to s ~itable persons at th discretion 
of the managers, to learn trades, agriculture or other business, 1n which 
they may b useful to the community and of advantage to themselves-
otherwise they may at the discretion of the managers, be kept on th 
f rm or in the workshops under the care of the institution, until they 
arrive at the age of twenty-one years. Fifth. The pupils should be 
maintained and educated Without other charge o~ compensation than their 
own abor, and should be found 1n food and good plain clothing during 
their residence in the institution. Sixth. The course of instruction 
should include re ding; wr ting, arithmetic and glish grammar--and 
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where inclination and capacity on the part of the pupils are manifest, 
th course of instruction should extend to the higher branches, parti• 
cularly those that may be most useful in practice, such as navigation, 
surveying and the necessary preliminary acquirements ••• 
(457) The farm oue;ht to be managed in the best manner, and ccordin.g 
to the most app oved sy tem of agriculture, eo as to b a proper model 
or pa tern for others. 11 the labor should be performed by the students, 
which should be so regul ted that each pupil shoul do his proper 
share of l bor and have his fair proportion of literary instruction daily. 
Ninth. As the funds and resources of the institu'ion ay authorize, 
orkshops should be built · and mechanics ployed to teach the nupila 

in their everal branches, such as smiths, shoemaker, cabinet-makers, 
turner, etc., seeing that the elevation of this class of people much 
depends on th 1r usef'ulness as members of the community 'The estate 
"amounted to between thirty nd forty thousand dollars.fr itneea for 
the defendant test tied that "The execution took place at the house 
of Benjamin Ferris• who as a scrivener by profession. Thia witness 
gave very decided opinion a to the sanity of th t stator. The 
idea had never occurr d to him, nor had he ev r heard it suggested by 
another, previous to the death of Thomas Chandler,· that he as not 
of sound mind." (458) "Copy of letter from¥ lliam IJ.oyd Garrison, 
editor of the Li er tor, to Benjamin Ferris (w a read in evidence). 
The first pag contained printed 'proposals for establishing a school 
on them ual 1 or sy tem for the education of colored youth,' and 
a printed lan for such school, in ubstance similar to the one con
taine in Chandler's will. The manuscript s as follows: 'oston, 
Feb. 1, 1833. Respected FriendJ I presume the enclosed plan for 
the stablishment and government of the manu 1 labors ool for 
colored youth will be acceptable to you and your benevolent friend. 
The mana ers of the anti-slavery society deem it unnec ssary to 
urge upon either of you the importance and n ed of the contemplate 
school. It is desirable that whatever is done, should be don peecitly. 
Subscr·ption have been commenced, in this quarter, under very £avorable 
circumstances. Your friend• a trust, ill add his n e to the 11st 
of donors. re cheered in view of th progress ot the anti-al very 
cause in thi country. The example, so lo given y the society ot 
friends, is beginning to hav its legitimat influence. Your humble 
friend, ran. Lloyd Garriaon.• ••• The instructions given by Th aa 
Chandler to Benjamin erria for drawing his 111 "rere • in the hand writing 
of Thoma Chandl r ••• ( 4 4) V rd .ct setting a ide the will,. 

St te v. inos• 2 H&.rri~gton 529, October 1834. "Purnel inos, a 
free n gro. was convicted, under the instruction of the court. or 
stealing the lave of Charles Polk> although that l ve s the \'life 
of th defendant." 

Stat • ho rley, 2 Harrington 531, October 1835. Held 'In an 
indictment aga nst · .tree negro for larceny, if th re be no proof 
of hi being fre, or having acted as a free man, he must be acquitted." 
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notches had been defaced by tne breaking of the stick ••• 1 day working 
in garden; self ••• ( ) .75 ••• 3 days ork of boy• at .25,.( ).75" Th 
whole amount was 25.40. "he court permitt d the stick to o befor 
the jury, ith the party's oath t t the notches ere made at th 
time the \ ork was done, and the plaintiff' had a verdict.' 

Rice v. Simmon, 2 Harr ngton 30g, 417• fall 1837. • ction on 
the case for a libet ••• follo ng aper ••• po ted by the def ndant t 
the rket ouse in ¥1lm1 ton. 1Tho public ar hereby cautioned 
against receiving from laahington R1ce(a h1te man), or John gn s, 
a black man, any papers relating to my business, as sundry pers 
hath been purloined from my store and fell in o the hands of s id 
'• Rice, ho hath endeavo ed. to put o e of th 1n claim gainst 

me,viz: -bill .. and receipts for grain I had bought and po..1.d !'or," 
Counsel for plaintiff: (418) "the association of Rice with • ess 
(aic), rho was proved t the trial to b a very lo an w.c.rthl 
negro, es deal ed d calculated to degrade and disgrace Rice." 
Judgment for plaintiff. 

Phillips v. Short, 2 Harrington 339, spring 1838. "trover for a 
negro boy, Jerry ••• Hopkins, y his will in 1807, bequeathed the 
mother of this sl veto his da hter, ancy hort, wife of ingate 
Short, for lif: (340) on the marri e of ngate Short with Nallc 
Hopkins several years efore the death of er father, Bet, 
moth r of J rr, then a little girl, 1ont into the fru.uly of n e 
Short ••• snort, by his will made in 1818, bequ thed Jerry to his 
wife for lif, and after her death to his son, Leonard Short, the 
defendont ••• a bill of sale as produced for one-half of et and her 
issu, in consideration of 500 ••• the verdict wont for th pl intiffs." 

In the matter of Negro Hannah a slave of Richard Cooper, 2 Harring
ton 365, spr1n 1838. The trustees of th oor : d incurred xpenses, 
to the runotL'1t of ,ipl68 , "in :3upport of no o Hannah, a slave o~ 3aid 
Richard Cooper, discharged from his ervice afte~ he as thirty-f~v 
years of age; md for funeral expenses of the said slave. At t 
hearing, the order s resisted, on the otL~d that no one but th 
master or mi tr as s liabl under tho stature,(1) but tho court, 
on the equity of th t act, •• ordered th t tl1e ••• wido ond administratrix, 
and the ••• children of 1o ard Cooper, who were also his de7io os nd 
legatees, should ••• reemburse the" · 

Allen v. Negro Sarah, 2 Harrington 434, June 1838. bout 1799 Hicks 
brought action of replevin against t110 administratrix of his 
father-in-la ., "end recove -ted J\lnelio., i th ·te11 other nogroos, whom he 
ai'ter ards re oved from thi state to the state of ~aryla.ndf••In 1801, 
Amelia escap d from the service of Hicks, and r turned into this state. 
Subsequently she was found in the possession of .Andrew Allen, ho 
cla1med and held he~ s his sl vein this state for nearly thirt years; •• 
It as alledged that he purch sed er or ••• lston, but this fact as not 
establishedf••It was in evidence, ho ever• that this AJ.s~on was a 
negro trader from one of the southern states, and that Hicks actually sold 
all of the other negroes hich he took from this s ate,to the traders, 

1. Digest 415 sect.3 



\ 225 

ft r he had ta en them to taryland. Amelia had tbre children, after 
she returned to thi stat, to wit: Sarah~ Grace and B i,o.rd, three of 
th pet tioners, the other petition l'S ere children of Sarah and 
Grace•' ( 440) 'The m mbers of this court are unanimous in th opinion., 
that the petitioners are nt'-tled to their r edom," 1. (457) 's1ch 
exportation did, ipso f cto, estaoli h her reedo; and th t n judicia.l 
djudication upon th facto, a wholly unn c ssru.~y to en ble her 

children, born af'ter the expo tation, to th 1r freedom ••• The right and 
title to .freedom ••• attaches th mome t the or ence is committed, hich 
is prolu.bit d by the st tue."(l) 1,l The act of 1793 is constitution 1. 
(439} ttThis ct w inten d to prevent he crim of kldnapp1ng; to 
restrain ~he traffic ·n human bei crs, and g adually to abolish slavery 
in this state ••• The slave ha r·ghts. He is under the protection 
of the lmr, and it as "'or hi p1•otection, s "ell as :fol" sub erving the 
principl s o:f humanity, th t the la o-:f 1793 a.s assed." (Layton,J.) 

Isaac Tindal v. Hudson, 2 Harrington 441, fall 1838. "Pet tion for 
freedom. The petitioner's father, George T.J.On, a a t:r e negro, 
legally rid to Phoebe th mother of Isaac, ho s the slave 
of a certain Coneway. Isaac ,as born 1hile his mother was a lave; 
and whilst an infant he r purch sed by his father, •• Hia f'ather never 
man i tted him; but, n the contrary, by 1111 bequeathed h::T.m to ~1110s 
indal, until h should ttain the e of t enty-fi ve yea:rs • r inor 

Tindal toolt posaessio1:;. of I anc; who, at th dea of his ster, 
old by the executor to Daniel Hudson." 

Held: Isaac is "entitled to his .freedom." (441) "Vi observe one ••• 
pervading :fo tur , that the bl clt is the slave to th ,hite man·.•• 
(442) this court •• ill not extend lavery beyond hat it h en 
hereto:fore ••• to give th fr en roar_· t to old laves, rould 
be to institute o her and da orou species of olavery h1th r to 
unkno ~ • Th fre negro cannot, in Lhis country, base his right to 
hold alav s upon the princ ple of conquest ••• The negro is not such 

eeman aQ to extend protec ion; he is ••• lmo t ae helpless d 
dependent on the hite race as the slave himself; he has fe civil 
riglts, being erely rot cted in his person and pro.erty by ·he la, 

nd b ng llo 1 d in some cas s o give his vidence in a court of 
justice •••• e think, therefore, h t nei ':ier usage, pol cy, nor the 
necessary rel tions of aster d slave, will ermit free negroes · 
in this st t to hold lav s ••• also ••• e ought not to recognize the 
right of a i'athe2" to old hi ch11 en 111 lavery. Humanity for-
bids it. 11he natural rights and obligat· ons o;f a father a:t•e 
paramount to the acquired ri ts of' tle ,aster, and the mo ent the 
father pu.rch se hi hild nd these rights become blended in the 
same pe non the les3er rights and obligations are merged in the 
greater, and the ch11 is fre •we(443) Humanity revolts at the idea 
of a parent selling his own children into slavery." (Clayton,c.J.) 

State v. ,, cit d in 3 Harrington 54Q1 1838. "the ne ro as 
ex ined though ooert Houston, a white person, was present not at, 
but after., the kidnapping and tak ng ou· of the State, and saw the 
boy 1n prisoner's custody 1n e.ryland." 

1. Act of 1793s 2 Del. Laws 10941 sect.4 
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Prett~an v. Dean, 2 Harrington 494 sprin,s lB :59. "The plaintiff 
charged a violent entry of her house" ty (494) "the defendant, steel 
as th sheriff's officer, and the othors as his posse, in executing 

J a writ of replevin ••• ror two ne o slaves." (495) "and an aggravated 
assault nd batter•" 

Stephen • th, nogro, by a. next friend, v • ~lman, 2 Harrington, 
497, spring 1839 "Petition for .freedom. Rachel Jarvel by will, dated 
27th August, 17911 bequeathed the mother of petitioner, Hessy to her 
dau ter Ann Smith for life; and, after her decease, to her grand
daughter Nancy Smith, her heirs and assigns rorever • .And if the said 
negro Hesay should e "" c ldren, she a"re to her gr d•da '? ter, Sally 
Smith, •the f1 st child that sho bears, to be hers nd er heirs 
forever.• After the death ot achel Marvel, the negro girl Hesay 
went nto the possession of Ann Smith o.nd bore c 11ldren, the first of 
who~ was either ~Gad born or lived but a few minutes ••• and the 
second as the petitioner, Stephen. tephen was held by Ann Smith, 
and sold by her to ally Smith for a term of years, and manumitted 
1n the bill o salo to be free after she (he)?attnined thirty-one 
years of age·. ally Smith 11v d with lisha Evans (huo an of Nancy 
Smith, the legatee over) and died in his family1 directin erba.l.ly 
in her last siclmess that ans should have the i.:.sA o ...... ie:p.hen during 
the remainder of his ~erm of servitude. on the de th of Ann smith, 
easy passed into the possession of Elisha Evans," who" 1n his life

time• ometimes claimed Stephen as his slave for life, at others 
declared he had no right to himJ and in 18161 by an instrument 
under seal, declai'ed that he was tree. Before that time, however, 
Evans became embarra ed in his circumstances, sid Stephen was levied 
on by execution process as his property, and was sold ••• tor a small 
sum to •• Robinson ••• who had never t en pos ess1on of him." eoree" 
for the .freedom ot the petitioner." I. If (498) "the petitioner was 
the first child negro Hessy bore •• he as the property of Snlly 1th..•• 
If we •• credit the res ondent•s witnesses, who say that nogro Hessy 
was the mother or a child before the et t.on r was born, then he as 
the property of .Ann Smith, the legatee ot Heosy or life, having been 
born during the life of Ann Sm1th;(l) He ho supports the child of 
the slave in infancy, ought tc be juatly r&muneratGd for his e ense 
and trouble by its se~vices, and the e.xpect~tion that he ~ill be so 
renumerated, will insure e ter care and attention to the wants of 
the child. It tephen was the slave of Ann Smith, then is he clearly 
free by her deed of manumission ••• The maxim {partus sequitur ventrem) 
is misapplied when it is used to direct us not as to t w condition 
of the issu~f but a9 to the person entitled to the ownership or that 
iesue."(Clayt;on,c.J.) 

State v. Pettyjohn,negro, 3 Harrington 5481 October 1839. "the 
defendant was indicted tor selling liquor by the small measure, and 
1n the indictment he was alledged to be a• free negro' which the 
State neglected to prove ••• The court saida The criminal coda makes a 
distinction between white people and free negroes or mulattoes, only 
in the cases of larceny and receiving stolen goods ••• the punishment 
being d1f1'erent. 
(549) we incline, therefore, to the opinion, that the averment in 
this case was wineoessary, and need not be provedJ ••• The defendant 
was acquitted, and the question was not again stirred.• 

1. Delaware follows the Maryland doctrine in this respect. 
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State v. Whitaker, 3 Harrington. 549, A;pr111840. In an indictment 
against a white man tor kidnapping, the negro kidnapped was allowed to 
give evidence, though there was a white person present who was n1mp11-
cated" in the crime, but not indicted. (551) "the act(l) contemplated, 
1n excluding negro testimony where a competent white witness was present, 
not the mere case ot competency on the part ot the witness, but the aut
t1c1ency ot his evidence under ordinary circumstances, to produce convic
tion.• (Bayard, c.J.) 

State v. Dillahunt, negro, 3 Harrington 5511 April 1840. •Indictment 
for the murder ot William. Frisby Green, negro. Charlotte Green, a color• 
ed woman, waa called as a witness tor the Stat~~ am objected to be
cause she was not proved to be a tree woman, mough it was proved that 
she acted as such. The court held her competent on two ground.a. At the 
common law there was always a strong presumption 1n tavor ot treedom. 
In the first settlement of thia country the tact ot the existence ot 
the negro race in a state ot bondage to the whites, and a large majority 
ot that color being slaves, was considered sutticiently atrong to out
weigh the common law presumption, and to introduce a legal presumption 
that a colored person ia pr1ma tacie a slave. Yet that state ot things 
has changedJ and cessante causa, cesaat et 1psa lex. There are 1n 
this State about 20,000 persons of colorJ of wham 171 000 are tree, and 
3 1 000 slaves. A large majority or all persons ot color in the United 
States are tree. In point of fact, therefore, there is no reason to 
presume slavery trom color) in opposition to the strong c0J1D11on law 
presumption, that every man having the human form. is a freeman. And 
such has been the decision ot this court on several occasions. But 
additionally, it has always been the practice to take reputation aa 
proof of freedom. The defence 1n the case was inaanity ••• verdict ot 
acquittal." 

Chase v. 1faberry, 3 Harrington 166, tall 1840. • The defendant was 
a constable ot Kent county, and had, together with plaintiff arrested 
a runaway slave tr0111 Maryland, for which a r91(ard ot $60 was ottered. 
Having obtained trom a justice ot the peaoe a permit to take the sla'fe 
home, Chase lett him with Maberry until he should visit the master and 
negotiate an tncreaa reward, which he ettected, the master agreeing 
to pay $100, on his deliver.Yin Maryland. Chase expressed his tears 
to Maberry that the boy would escape, a nd wished him lodged 1n j allJ 
but Maberry said he would take cae ot him and be responsible for him. 
He placed him 1n the garr t of his house, from which the boy escaped 
during Chase's absence and was not again retaken ••• Tbe plaintiff had 
a ve1'dict tor $40.oo.• 

Henry Wilson,(negro) v. Waples, 3 Harrington 170, tall 1840. "Pe
tition tor treedom ••• Harry Wilson, the tather ot petitioner, a tree 
negro, after the birth of Henry the petitioner, bought his wite, pet
itioner•a mother, then and at tM time ot Henry•• birth, a manumitted 
slaveJ and took an assignment of the bill ot sale ot his said wife. 
That Harry Wilson the father, afterwards, 7th January, 18261 bought the 
unexpired service ot hie son Henry, (being a slave until twenty-five 
years old,) and took a bill of sale for him trom hia master, George 
Frame. Having become indebted to Dl'. s. K. Wilson 1n $20, Harry the 
father, to pay this debt,sold Henry the son to Dr. Wilson, and on the 
5th of May, 18291 asslan,d the bill ot sale which he had received tram 
Frame. 

1. Act ot 17991 Digest 407. 
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Dr. Wilson died, and the boy Henry was sold to Mr. aplea, and the same 
bill of sale assigned by ilson 1s executor. The boy as now Ugh.teen 
years old ••• The court decreed the petitio ' £reedom."(1) 

State v. Warrington, negro, 3 Harrington 5560otober 1840~ "Indict• 
ment larceny. The defendant was indicted as a t free negro,_r and proved 
to be a free mulatto, according to general reputation. The Court said 
it made no dif'ference. Th punishment is the same. The law distinguishes 
between white persons and free negroes.or mulattoes in the punishment 
of larceny, but not between ne oes and mulattoes ••• In point of fact 
this distinction of color between negroes and mulattoes would not be 
suspect1ble of proof in many cases. In the case of the present deten~
ant it could not be proved. The color of his skin, made lighter by 
confinement, place h1m between the twoJ while his hair is that of 
the negro race, and his features those of the mulatto. The defendant was 
convicted." 

Elliott, negro v. Morgan, 3 Harrington 316 Spring 1841. "Turner, 
negro, bad been summoned a a witness by the plaintiff below(Morgan)," 
Held: "Negro testimony 1s always received in the courts of our State, 
in cases between negroes or against a negro." 

1111am Hooper•s case 3 Harrington 320, spring 1841. "William 
Hooper, n gro (insolvent), applied to be discharged from imprisonmentJ 
, •• the court sa1d ••• that they must proceed with the hearing of his 
petition ••• and that apart from any fraud they ould, on a proper case 
appearing, adjudge him to serve his creditors. The petitioner was dis
charged." 

Trustees of' the Poor v. Hall, 3 Harrington 322, spring 1841. "Richard 
Howard ••• owned negro slave. Anthony ho was bl1nd, hen his master 
died in 1822, and has ever since been a charge on the estate." Howard's 
(323) "land was divided ••• and assigned in th1rds ••• The heirs at law 
supported this slave ••• at their joint cost, until rec ntly, when the 
heirs of' Robert Howard sold their third to the defendant, H.F. Hall; 
and on his refusing to contribute to the expense, the slave was sent 
to the poor house, and this application was made to charge him under 
Dig. 416." Held: (329)"Hall is not bound to pay or contribute any 
part of the expense of keeping or maintaining the aforesaid slave 
AnthonyJ" 

State v. Griffin,3 Harrington 559, April,1841. "Indictment for kid
napping Maria Coursey, a free negro woman. Adjudged that the presump
tion of la is in favor of liberty, and no presumption to the contrary 
arises from color. A negro called a a witness is prima facie free. 
(Layton, J. dissenting.) Adjudged~ th t the allegation of freedom• 
as contained in an indictment for kidnapping• 1s a substantive allega
tion and must be prov d. verd1ct--not guilty." 

stat v. same (Griffin), 3 Harrington 560• April 1841 (?) "Indict
ment for kidnapping Peter Howard, a tree negro. Peter Howard was worn 
on the vo1re dire without previous proof of .f'reedomJ but on bis stating 
th the wa born a slave. the court held that proof of hie freedom must 
b made al1unde. This was donez but it appeared that at the time he as 

le Tindal v. Hudson, P• 225,supra. 
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negro• is a competent witness to prove it. Otherwise the~e w1ll o.ften 
be a failure of j•st1c, and wrongs may b co tted with punity." 
(Read, c. J.)(2) T'ae defendant was convicted. 

Cono y v. Piper, 3 Harrington 482• fall 1842. "Blward Short ••• 
devised s follows ••• To Hannah Piper. my dau ter. and Naomi est 
my negro Jinn •• that my son Isaac Short,. should have my negrp Frank," 

Thorn v. Laverty, 5 Harrington 102, October 1842. Cited. "petitioner 
as decreed fre b causeifead be n sold w:!.th intent to oxport." 

avis v • • .farshall,. 4 Harrington 64,. fall 1843. ii1lson "was the 
o\ffler of a sloop ••• of which one Jercy Jef£ers• a coloured man, was master, 
trading from Slaughter creek. Jeffe~s sailed th v ssel for a share of 
the freights." 

Redden v. Spruance, 4 Harringtcn 217, spring 1845. "The pl intiff 
proved that his man 'Jerry,' reputed to be his slave, ran away fr-om the 
service of • Jones, to hom he was hired, on Saturday 1'ternoon, ay 25th, 
1839, and was after arda seen in Phil~del nhi • but as never r-ecove1•ed 
••• Azael Stevens, sworn-Drove defendants•. stage from ilford to 
Camden tn the spring of 1839. Has frequencly taken up passengers 
on the roadJ the route from iltord to Smyrna is a night route. one 
night about that time took up a color$d man or boy• •• He called to me; said 
he anted pass e; said he was a free~ named Peter Cl yton; 
offered me pap r which he said was a pass, which he got f'ram Squ.1» 
Redden. It as dark and I could not read it. I took him on the box 
ith me; aft3r e passed Canterbury• he offered to sell ea pistol. 

He said he wanted money to pay his far~. I told him if' he had no 
money he must get off, and I turned him off ••• (218) There was nothing 
like a runaway about the negro no concealment. I had no suspicion 
he wns a run ay ••• (219) The court granted the nonsuit on the ground 
th~t there as no proof' th t the defendants carried the slave off w th 
kno ledge that h was a runaw y slav •" 

son Dulnny, negro, v. Green, 4 Harrington 285, all 1845. "Petition 
for freedom •••• (286) J sse Groen,jr., bought Clansey and her son, the 
petitioner, in 1831, at public sale, as slaves for life, for 201;" 
(285) "being bout to le v the ~tato, on the 9th of July, 1833, 
(h) exeuuted his de d of manumission ••• Nor therefore, know all per-
sons, tat for nd in cons1d ration of her the said negrota good 
conduct and behavior toiard me, I do hereby dia~harge lfer- the said 
Clansey, nagro, from me nd all persona cleiming by, through, or under 
me after I shall leav this State, to be .:f'ree,. and to enjoy all the 
privileges·or other free negroes, accord! to the laws of this State, 
in like cases, end that the said Clansey 1a to ho.v th aid Dawson, her 
son, until such tim as I shall call for him, and to be delivered to no 
other person or persons, neither to be the property or any other person 
or persons except I my3elf, 1n person; and if I should not receive the 
said boy, for him to be tree as his mother aforesaid, according to the 
las of this state;'which eed of manumission was signed, ealed and ack
nowledged by the said Jesse Green, jr., before a justtce of the peace 
••• an s after ards ••• recorded" Green died without cl aing Dawson; 

l."The ct of assembly provides, that if any negro or atto slave shall, 
1th violence make an assault upon an.other, with t~ intent to commit 

murder, he shall be guilty of felony.H 

2. 3 Harrington 575n. 
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bit hi w1 ow cl imed him, maintaining that the man}lmission(286)"wa 
made in drunken fit, and to defraud creditors." Petition dismissed. 

State v. Peter Frame and D v1d Frame, negroes, 4 Harrington 569, 
October 1845. "Indictment, larceny of forty bushels of Ind,1an corn 1n 
the ea:r; •• t.he defendants er cquitted" on a technicality in th 
indictment. 

ta.te v. Jeans, 4 Harrinc-ton 5701 October 1845. "The fendant 
was indicted for imprisoning, with intent to ld.dnap, a certain Betsey 
Bungy; she being a tree egro. It as rgu don the part of tho 
defendant, that the pro ecuting itness wa incompetent to prov r 
freedom against a white me.nJ•••(571) it was argued by the prosectuion, 
that the law presumes every person to be free 1mtil the contrary is 
proved." 

eld: (571) "It wa originally considered, though it does not seem 
to have been adjudged, that 1n tMs State, persons of color· were pre• 
sum d to be slaves; the pr aumpt1on being founded as 1t has b n said 
on the fact, that a large mnjority of persons of color were slav s. 
But the fact has long s nee cha.'1.ged; and 1 t has been repeatedly decided 
th t as a mere presumption, the inclin tion is 1n favor of freedom.(l) 
It as so held prior to the case of Dillahunt,(2) thoug..~ that 1s th 
first case roported ••• According to these decisions a person of color 
is presumed to be ree for the purpose of being a witness, but this 
presumption cannot supply .f'ull proof of a material fact ••• (572) a tact 
necessarily averred in the indictment; mecessary to be proved affirma• 
tively by the State, and yet a fact which Betsey Bungy, whether tree 
or slave is not competent to prove against a whiwe man, it being 
suspect! le of other proof which is unobjectionable and competent." 
Verdict, not gu111ty. 

state v. Burchinal, 4 Harrington 572, October 1845. ue was 1n the 
habit of selling liquor, and permitting 1t to be drank 1n his store, 
bout which, there a frequently collected a crowd of persons, black 

and hite, particularly on Saturday nights," 

ebb. v. Pindergrass, 4 Harrington 4391 fall 1846. "T'ne administratrix, 
~ho as a colored wo an, .as offere to prove book of original entries, 
kept by her for her husband, showing the numb r of bushels of shes 
sold and delivered to • ebb. Her testimony was objected toJ lat 
as a person of color; "Held: (440) "~e think thi3 omsn competent ,under 
the act of 17871 tnd from necessity." 

Stat v. Upd:tke, 4 Harrington 581, J!ay 1847. "Indictm nt, kidnapping 
1111nm Hogans, negro ••• the jury being unable to ree, after being 

up all night were di cha.rged ••• It no crone up again before another 
jury, and the defendant as convicted." 

State v. Harten, 4 Harrington 582, October 1847. "on the trial of 
James Harten, who as ind1oted 11th Jacob R. Griffin and others, for 
kidnapping one Peter Hoard, a free negro, with a count for aiding 
and a s1 ting Griffin to k1 nap, it was ruled, 1st. That the record ot 
Peter Howard's discho.rg on a petition tor freedOJU filed against bis 
former master for sellin~ him out of the state, wo.s sufficient evidence 
of his being a free negro. 

1. Not so in most of the slave states. 
2. State v. Dillahunt• p.227, supra. 
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2d. at the general reputation of Jacob • Jriff1n as a kidnapper might 
be given in evidence, to show the intent with which the defendant aided 
him in binding and carrying off the said Howard. The defendant was 
convicted. 

State v. Burris, n., 4 Harrington 582, October 1847. "Indicted tor 
ent cing and aiding slaves to run away." Change of venue denied: (584) 
n e have every confidence th t whatever y e the sense of th s com
munity in relation to the offence of a1 ing the escape otslaves. the 
sense of justice in the people generally, and particularly tie 
jury p~esent. is much stronger, and will insure a pertectly fair and 
impartial trial of any one · aceused of this offence. however humble he 
may be."(Booth, c.J.} "The defendant was afterwards acquitted on th1 
indictment, and convicted on two others, for a similar offence. 

Sarah Thoroughgood, egro v. d r on 5 Harrington 97, october 
1848. "The petitioner elonged to John Thorough:good, as a slave for 
life. He purposed to set her free at wenty-eight years of age, and 
1n the mean time aold her to Thomas Mollvaine, and took his bond 1n 

oo. obliging him to free her at twenty-eight. She was actually sold 
to that time, with the understanding of all part1esJ though the bill 
of sale was general, without spec f1cat1on or limit as ·to time. 
iCilvaine sold her to one tewart, he to Warren and arren to James 

Anderson, aa it was alledged, to be free at twenty-e1ghtJ but the 
transfer was by endorsement on the first bill of sale, which was 
general. Thomas oilvaine, 81'ecuted a mamnnission in pursuance of . 
his bond on i;he 20th of arch, 1844, some time after Sarah had attained 
twenty-e1 ht. She filed a ~etition or freedom on th 18th of November, 
1845, against James .Anderson, who transferred her to Caleb B. Sipple, h1a 
son in law, on the 21st f November. Mr. Anderson appeared to the 
suit on the 24th of r 1 1846, and disclaimed title. The plaintiff 
filed a petition for fr edam against Sipple on the 23rd of October, 
1846, and he re-transferred her to Anderson on the 24th, and on the 
26th, appeared to the suit and disclai, d title. The plaintiff also 
filed a petition or freedom against John • Rawlins, another son in 
law of .Anderson on the 23rd of October, 1846. He appeared on the 
25th and di cla!med title. Pending these proceedings the petitioner 
was taken to Baltimore, to remain, as was al.ledged on the one side, 
in the family of a friend temporarily; on the other, for ths purpose 
of evading the judgment, and for e~ortation and sale." (103) "The 
Court entered a decree of freedom on the proof of exportation; from 
which an appeal was taken"• The judgment was af'tirmed.(l) 

Sipple, Negro v. Aamns, 5 Harrington 1491 spring 1849. The defend
ant, Lipple, wa.a discharged from custody. Helds a commitment under tpe 
stabmt against non-resident negroea, (2) must sho the offence, and 
the judgment in pursuance of the statute. 

Page v. Vandegrift, 5 Harrington 176, spring 1849. Action under 
the statute of January 19, 1826.(3) In October 1848, 1lliam Clensy, said, 
in the declaration, to be the slave (4) of Mary Page (177) "skulked o 
board" the steam.boat Zephyr(of which,Vandergrift was captain) "an hid 
himself .from the knowledge and obs rvation of the captain and crew; 

1. Anderson v. Thoroughgood, P• 234, 
2. Act ot 1841, Digest 410 
3. Digest 291. 
4. He "was not only not a slave, but 

since given up by the claimant aa 

intra. 

could not be a Qlave. He was an6I¥_~J 
such." Vandergr1ft v. Page,p.23, • 
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was car iea out of the state. Verdict and judgment for plaintiffs 
'the captain as bound to known every body on boar • ' The Judgment 
wes reversed in 1854. 

Taylor v. Horsey, 5 Harri ton 131, April 184 • rover" inaddeus 
( boy eight or ten years old) was the slave of ••• Kinney, and as such· 
was bo'\lild by execution process in the sheriff's hand against tinney ••• 
before the levy Kinney sold and delivered th boy to ••• orsey, who 
had no kno 1 dge of the execution. ~ne boy was afterwards levied upon 
and sold by th heriff to ••• Jefferson, ho immediately transferred 
him to pls.1ntif£, ho son in law of ••• Knowles, a negro trader, 
m ho had 1 il recently lived in the State of Ohio. Jefferson was 

not pre ent at the sal J and soon after left the state. Aw. tness was 
sked it Jefferson lso as a negro trader; which, though objected to, 
as allo ed; and the answer was tha, he bore that character. 1 

Held: (132) tton th question of the intent with · ich person 
bou },.t a slave., his general char cter as a negro trader · s relevant,, 
and dmissible ·n ev ez.1ce." 

Collins v. Bil e1•back, 5 Harrington 133, .April 1849. ction "under 
the statute o 1826,(l) gainst a sterunboat ca ta1n, fo. carrying 
a slav out of th State ••• (135) the plaintiff's daugh er, proved that 
.. .:1e negro slave Al:i.ce lei' her f ther 1s house on the 11th of ugust, 
- 47,, in compan 1th her mother ( trs • Collins),, and went to Lew ston; 
an on Friday morning, August 14th, she went to Philadelphia,on the 
sterunbo t Portsmouth, Captain Charles lderback. She ha been held 
by plaintiff s slave." Mrs. Collins" as taI,cing Alice up with her 
to Philadelphia •• with the intention of etayingJ•••Alice as 1n her 
(sic} six ~ears old then.u i/erdict f'or plaintiff. Held: (138) "'I'he 
ct 1mpos s ch.e penalty, lthough the act of transportation s done 
ithout kno~ledge or noi,;:Lce that the negro ••• is escaping from the 

mm r's service. 0 t1r111 law i severe, and it is the only one tnat 
makes a p rty cr1.minally liabl, ithout a criminal intent.' (Booth,c.J.) 

legro Elli tt v. Ti1lley, 5 Harrin ton 192,, June 1849. "four 
cases or p t~tions for freedom •••. ~l of Georg 1oore, •• admitted 
to probate ••• 1805.-' so I give to my rlf ••• one negro man called 
I aac., and one negro 1omon called Bett, to serve her during her natural 
life, and after that 1 e to go free.• he petition rs were the 
issue of Bett all born after the death of ,eorge oore, and during 
the life or h!s wido ., ••• The court below gave judgment~ {without argument) 
dismissing the petitions, in confo1~ity dth the case of Negro n. Jones 
vs. ootten, ~ ••• these ppeals ere taken from at decision." ecreed 
in e ch case that the pe it oner is entitled to freed (overruling Jones 
V • 1ootten) • 

Anderson v-. Tho1 oughgO ,, negro, (3) 5 Harrington 199. June 1849. 
Hel • {200) tt prior convic ion(of the mast r) is not requisite;•• 
freedo ie not the co sequence of conviction, out is by virtue of the 
set o assembly, (4) ar:d results from the fact of exportation ••• proof 
of the f ct o xportation, contrary to the act, confers f'reedom. 1 

J'Udgment belo aff'irmed. (Johns, Ch.) 

1. Digest 291 
2. P. 2191 supra. 
3. For tacts see Thoroughgood v. Anderson,p.232,supra. 
4. Digest 154 
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t te v. orJ-, egro), 5 Harri.. ton 4931 1850 (?) "The defendant, 
an iridentured erv t, was running away from his masterJ and, to make 
goo hi escape, mounted a horse which he foun hitche on the road, 
~1d after riding him to Wilmington, put him at a livery stable, and 
ab udo11ed h!m..n Heldt not l ceny. "he o ht to be cquitted." 

State v. Anderson, nogro, 5 Harrington 4931 December 1860. Anderson 
was indicted for the murder of Joseph ,~111ams, convicted and executed. 

Lo d v. Horsey, 5 Harrington 317, pring 1851. "Trover for a negro 
girl slave. ' 

tate v. Winsor, 5 Harrington 5121 June 1851. (520) "He said he had 
got lford Saunders (negro) to conjure for him to get his wif b ck, 
but he couldn't succeed;" 

r•e C se., 6 Harrin ton 351 111851. "H eas corpus tot o 
jailer of Sussex county. The pr!soner was committed •• for non-paJment 
of a fine or 501 imposed on him, on the information of eorge Harris, 
charging him,ia.Burr, .free neg~o, with be1 a non-resident and being 
1n the tate of Delaware, contrary to the statute ••• The Court dis
charged the petitioner, on proof that he did not come into the stat 
after the passin of the act of l851J" 

Simpson v. Warren, 5 Harrington 3711 fall 1852. "two negroes ran 
away from the defendant; that he ottered 300. for their arrest and 
return, or 150 for either oneJ nd that plaintiff arreste and re
turned one of them. on the 15th of September, 1850, negro Robert 
Carlisle fled f'rom his master, Sm el warren, and embarked on Capt in 
Errickson•a vessel, in mrderk 11 creek, where he represented him
self to be a free boy. Before they got out of the creek, Capt. 
Err1ckson heard that the boy wa a slave; and, giving him in char e 
of the mate, h started to see Samuel warren. This was early in the 
morning of the 16th. on the road he learned that amuel rren h d 

one to Dover, to advertise th bo~. He then r turned to get him, 
and take him to Samuel arren•s houseJ but in his absence, the plaint• 
iff c e to the vessel and took the boy a ay. In the meantime, 
arren had notices advertising the re ard printed and posted in 

Dover~" Verdict for defendant. 

Proctor, negro, v. stat, 5 Harrington 387• fall 1852. "the complaint 
of Major le len stated, •that Elisha Proctor, a free negro, hath 
com into this State, afte~ a voluntary abs nee of' moro than sixty 
days from th.1 State; and that the said 1sha was not at th time 
eng ed in any ocupation of mariner or aterman, nor wa, he absent 
as a agoner or essenger in the ctual emplo:yment of a citizen 
of' this State." 

Judgement gainst Proctor,"for the sum of tif'ty 4ollars fine, and one 
dollar and f1ft -five cents costs, one-halt to be pD.1.d tote said 
state of D laware and the other half to be paid to the said Major • 
Allen, the informer; and the said defendant was ordered to give surety 
in the sum of fifty Collars, that he would leave the tate in five 
d ya from this date, and on his efault in both the payment of the fine 
and costs, aid the iving of the secllt'it;; he was committed to the public 
ja11.n 
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Judgmen rever sed (388) "on the ground that the record did not show 
at what time the ttence was committedJ nor against what law, whether 
the act ot 1851 or the Revised Code ot 1853." 

State v. Turner, 5 Harrington 501, 1853 (?). "The defendant was in
dicted tor exporting a slaveJ Daniel webbeeeTUrner, his master, took 
him out o:f the State by night, aid con:fined him in a private jail, 
at Salisbury, trom which he escaped. Suit was instituted tor his free
dom, :founded on these tactsJ and a decree of treed.om entered, from which 
the master took an appeal, which was still pending. The negro boy was 
called as a witness and biected t .nie witness was rejected. "A 
judgment lawtully appealed from, is tor the time removed,. .the con
sequences flowing trom it tor the time avoided. The effect of this 
judgment, therefore, in establishing Webb's freedom cannot be, at 
present, to make him a witness." Turner was :found guilty. 

St te v. Brown, 5 Harrington 505, 1853. "Isaac Nathans,(negro) • •• I 
h e had itty-one children, by three wiveaJ fourteen by the first, 

:fifteen by the second, and twenty-one by the third, all born alive.• 

state v. Johnson, tree negro, 5 Harrington 507, 1853. J0'1nson was 
tried "for breaking and entering a store house and steali?lg certain 
goods theretrom.• His confession was admitted 1n evidence. 

Vandergrift v. Page, (1) 5 Harrington 439,t June 1854. "The plaintiff 
(Mary E. Page) had a verdict for 500 and judgment;" Judgment rever
sed1 •the declaration was materially defective, for want ot an averment 
that the plaintit:f was a citizen of this State." 

Union Church ot Africans, l Houston 100, June 1855. "In the year 
1813 certain tree colored people residing 1n ••• Wilm1ngton, associated 
themselves together as a religious society, •• and •••• proceeded to elect 
•• trustees• (tor the purpose of taking care ot the temporPlit1es(2) 
who"upon their election took upon themselves the name ot •onion Church 
of Mricans,' ••• (l04t in process of time, other societies were ••• 
:formed in the States of Delaware, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, New York, 
and Connecticut in connection with the origl.nal society 1n Wilmington, 
•• (105) Your pe{1tioner ••• became a member o:f one of the societies of 
said A:t'rican Union OhurchJ ••• at Ohristiana, ••• about the year 1815J 
that, soon afterwards, he was duly licensed as a preacher in this 
church; that. in the year 18351 he was chosen by the elders of his 
said society to the office ot deacon and was thereupon ordain d to 
said office by Peter Spencer, then eider minister 1n said church, agree
ably to the provisions of the »1scipl1ne thereotJ that he continued 
to preach as a deacon in the said African union Church until the year 
1846J in the month ot .April of which year he was nominated, according 
to the usuage ot said church in such cases, by a Yearly Conf'erence,(3) ••• 
to the office · 
1. For tacts, see Page v. Vandegrift, p.233,supra. 
2. Act ot Assem. Feb.3 1787. 
3.(137) 8 The responden!ta position rests on the repeated use ot certain 
expressions in the Articles of Association and Discipline, requiring the 
consent of the congregations to the induction of a preacher aid showing a 
:fixed opposition to the appointment ot preachers over them f>y a Conterence 
or any independent power. Dn this ground they seceded trom the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, which claimed and exercised this power over them, as it 
still does over all its own societies. The an4we~ to this •• is thiss that the 
conterence,against whose power they were then contending, was a body which 
was not a part of their 011n church organ1zat1onatia A body CQ~~o~ d of 
white ministers, in which they were not represen e J 
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that, while they threw off its authority, they provided for a 
similar Conference as a part of their own organization, composed 
of their own official members, but without defining its powersJ 
that, by constant usage from the beginning, this body nominated 
the elder ministersJ leaving it still to the congregations and 
ruling elders, after trial• to accept or refuse the person 
nominatedJ and that the expressions so often repeated, that no 
preacher should have the ·right to preach, xcept to those who 
were willing to hear him, have reference to a settled and 
recognized d1stinct1on1 always existing, between licensed preachers, 
deacons, and elder ministers." 
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of elder m1n1ster ••• and ••• orda1ned •• by Isaac Barney, then eld r minister 
in said church •• That the said Barney, residing in the city of New York, 
assumed more particularly the charge of the northern societies 1n said 
churchJ and that the southern societies, including the said original 
society in W,..l,m:1ngton, t.ell under the immediate charge and superintendence 
of your petitioner •• Je JaaJJ.been forcibly excluded from said church, •• 
prays ••• a w:rit ••• ot mandamus, directed to the said thlion Church of Afri
cans, commanding them to admit your petitioner to preach 1n the said 
Union Church at Wilmington whenever he may aee proper so to do! and to 
adm1n1st r the ordinances alli d1ac1p11ne thereof, and to exerc sea 
pastoral charge over the same, or to show cause to the contrary." 
{127) "the judgment of the Superior court,order1ng the peremptory 
mandamus, ought to be reversed and declared to be of no ettect." 

socum v. State, l Houston 204, spring 1856. Heldt Section 2, chapter 
52, of the Revised Code,{l) does not apply to non-resident tree negroea 
or mulattoes, who were residing in the state at the time the Code went 
into effect. 

Doe d. Short v. Prettyman, l Houston 334, spring 1857. Will of Edward 
Shorts "My will and desire is, that my son Isaac should have my negro 
Frank." The date of the will is not given, but the context shows that 
it was earlier than the fall term of the court ot Chancel'Y'• 1835. 

King v. Phillips, 1 Houston 349 spring 1857. •Replevin for a negro 
slave, bequeathed by Spencer Phillips to his wite,"during her widowhood. 

Horsey v. Horsey, 1 Houston 438, fall 1857. Will of Thomas c. 
Horsey1 "I give, devise and bequeath ••• to m:y beloved wife ••• one negro 
woman, named Emeline, until she shall arrive at the age of thirty-tour 
years, which will be on the 25th day ot August, 1850, and then to 
be .free." "to his daughter ••• a negro girl, named Mary, to serve to the 
age of twenty-eight, end then to be tree. and to his son ••• a negro 
boy, lI:'JUled John, to serve until the age of thirty years, and then to 
be .free." 

State.v. Jones, Houst. er. caa. 211 October 1857. Jones, a colored 
man, was indic,ed and tried for the murder or Ralston, another colored 
man. They, with four other colored men, were employed by "a farmer 
of the county ••• while they were all up stairs, a quarrel arose ••• about 
a lemp," •• The deceased was stab~ed. "Verdict-Guilty of manslaughter." 

State v. Anderson, Houst. er. Cas. 381 ,April 1858. "Anderson, negro, 
was indicated and tried tor murder ••• of ••• Emery,negro, in the month of 
August, preceding. They had met at the camp-meeting near Camden, and 
having had a quarrel, Anderson told Emory that it he would follow him 

of the camp ground he would give ·him satisfaction," Anderson stabbed 
him with a pocket lmite. verdict..-"Guilty of murder in the second degree." 

Stat v. Downham Roust. er. Cas. 45 April 1858. •Downham waa 
tried on a bill ot !ndictm.ent found aga~t h1m ••• tor the murder of a 

le P.14' 
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State v. Frazier, Houst. er. cas. 176, lay 1865. (191) "A colored 
woman testified th t she had lived all her life a servant 1n the 
family of th deceas d•• 

Cannon v. Stuart, 3 Houston 2231 spring 1866. (224) "Habeas corpus 
case ••• Mary Cannon (n) s a minor ••• and wa unlaw:f'u.lly restrained 
of her lib rty by ••• stuo.rt by virtue of ••• binding by indentures 
of apprent1cesh1p"(l) (2251 "the constable who gave the information 
required under the act, and upon hich the two justices of the peace 
proceed d to bind the petitioner, gave no notice hatover ••• to th 
mother of hie intention to do so, unless she provided a uitable 
home for her rith some respectable white person in the mean while; 
and ••• the to justices of the peaoe ••• proceeded at once to bind the , 
petitioner ithout delaying it until five days after their haring 
of the case, to afford the mother an opportunity of indemnifying the 
county ainst the petitioner becoming a charge upon it, as was also 
required by the act." Held: "the petition r 1a hereby discharged from 
the said indentures of apprentic ship, and from her servitude to the 
re pond nt." 

state v. Rash, Roust. er. Cas. 271, October 1867. Rash "was indic
ted fo~ an ssault and battery committed on Samuel Derry, negro 
man ••• The fir t itnes called was negro man, named Berry (Derry). 
He took h.".s place at the w1 tness st d ready to testify, hen the 
co sel for th def nda.nt objected to his competency, on the ground 
of the Act of Assembly of February 31 17091 th eighth section of 
ihich was re-enacted in 1852 " ( 2) ( 272) "There was a competent h1 te 

tness present at th time the alleg d aasault ••• occurred," Th 
ttorney General" cl 1med that the evidence of the negro was 
dmiss1ble, •• 1nsiste~ that the civil rights bi11(3) was the supreme 

l , am a such, as binding on all courts whether state or federal." 
The Court, Gilpin, c. J.: (280) "in so far as the civil rights 

bill assum s to compel, regulate, or control the admission of evidence 
in the pourts 0£ this State, it 1 inoperative, unconst tutional and 
void. :Lh fact that the negro man c lled as a itn the person 
on hom the assault and battery had been committe ying come to the 
knowledge of the Court, th Chief Justice, remarked. that :t-.i testimony 
was admissible, under the rulings of the court, on the ground of 
humanity and necess:f.ty, although ther as a white witness present."(4) 

Stat v. Draper, Roust. er. Cas. 291, .April 1868." ease Draper, 
deaf and dumb man. was indicted for the murder •••O ••• Dickerson 

••• (292) the prisoner, who as a negro, bout thirty y ars of age, 
and deaf and dumb from bis birth, bad been 11v1ns for the l st seven 
years in the fanily of the father of ••• the deceased, working on the 
f rm ••• and h d long evinced a strong and peculiar partiality for 
th whole fa.mily, and had never befcre 1fested any disposition to 
inju.r any member of it, or fear any of them, except the dece sed, 
ho · as the only member of it c pabl of masteri him, and who had 

le Under Rev. Code of 18521 245, eh. 79, sect.3 
2. Rev. Cod, ch. 107, s ct. 6 
3. Act of Congre s. 
4. State v. Whitaker, P• 227, supra; State v. Cooper, P• 2301 supra. 

.t.o3 
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sometimes had occasion to conquer and chastise him, hen in his 
violent and a:ngry moods actual force a required to overpower and 
subdue himU In such an encounter the prisoner stabbed the deceased 
(293) "in fifteen different places 1th a sharp pocket-knife •••• 
1 though the prisoner ha n ,rer been able to s ak or h ar, aid had 

never received ny instruction 1or education in the alphabet or langu g 
of sign t ught in the schools of mutes, he had signs of his o 
by which he could readily communicate his 1deaa to and converse 

1 h such persons as ere fa 11arly acquainted 1th him., on many 
ordinar tters ·and thi s, and as possessed of a good deal of intelli-
gence and mechanical ingenuity, and as not only a ood hand and work
man on a farm, but could make ell any article he tried to mak 
that was require pon 1Ji,and knew the boundaries of it and the adjoining 
tracts in the oods better than the o mer of lt, and kne the 
difference in the value of our n t1onal silver coins, as well as our 
smaller bani: notes., and could be sent to the stores in the tom to 
buy many ordinary articles required on ~he farm or 1n the fan1ly; 
and although he ha never received any religious instruction, he seemed 
to h ve so e conc,ption of a future state of r ~ards and pu111shmcnt, 
and to bel eve that there 1s heaven bove for the good and a hell 
benear.h for the bad, ind1c t ng by appropriate signs that those 

ho shout at religious rneotin·s vill go to the former, mile t 
bad would d sc n to the 1 tter. He also 1n like manner could make 
kno\m. t~at he kne ~he public jail and the whipping post and· pillory, 
and mat they ere for n Georgoto,m1 and that people who stole 
ere there hipped and imprisoned for it. His previous character had 

been good, and though evidently conscious of hat he had done., he 
mnde no effort to esc pe or tte pt to deny it, buts emed ppar ntly 
to exult over it •••• (302) The verd ct of th jury as! not guilty 
b- rea.non of insanity, or ant of criminal responaibil ty." 

Handy v. Cl rk, 4 Houston 16., spring 1869. ".ASs1.Dllpsit for ork and 
labor ••• Th plaintiff wns a colored omen and had been owned and held 

s a sl ve for life by tho defendant :for many years prior to the adopt
ion of the thirteenth amendment of the constitution of the United tates, 
and fterwP.rd voluntarily remained in his service and continued to 
or ~nd labor in his fanily a do ost1e servant until the 10th day 

of April 1868, when he voluntarily left it 1 ut any complaint or 
demand of g , and ithout any objection, or effort on the p rt of 
the defend.an~ or his family to prevent her leaving or to 1nduo her to 
remain in it. It further appeared that he had n ver o.id anything to 
her, nor she to hi, in the mean:rh:tle., in regard to the bol1t1on o:f 

l very or her freedom under the operation of the constitutional 
amendment, but he knew from her deportment that ho o ell a ar 
of the fact that she f'roe, for sh left and returned to his hous 
th r ill and pleasur I and rithout say ng anything to him about 1t, 
hich heh d never done before, n without any complaint or remon

stranc on his part., for heh d never requested her to remain, or not 
to o, but h d ever since cons.dered her t liberty o leav his house 

d sorvic entirely, henever she pleased. He hs.d in the me nt1m ., 
how ver, clothed and.maintained h~r"1d paid for medicine and for the 

ttendance of physicians upon her when she was s1ck1 the same a h 
had b :fore when she as his slavo. 
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Th sum demanded by her 1n the action was at the rate of two dollars 
per eek for one hundred and forty two weeks. In addition to the 
defendant who as celled and examined as a w1tnes for the plaintiff, 
a daughter and , 1ater of hers ere al.so called as itnease for 
her.' Couns 1 :f'or t defendant objec·ce to thei competency "on the 
ground that they ••• ere not admissible under th 3tatute of the State 
(1) •• But the Court overruled the obJection on the ground that t11e 

endment of the constitution and the act o Co ress, entitled the 
•civil rights bill,' had removed the isability imposed upon 1,;hem •• 
(18) by our st tute, . d ren ered them competent witnesses in the 
case." Charg to the jurys {19) "'Ih la wo ld imply a prom.is on 
his part o pay her for these vices as much a they ere reason bly 
and justly worth ••• but it ould be subject to a proper deduction 
for th clothe furnish d and the expenses incurred by the dee dant 
for medical att ndanc and medicine on her account :uri th time 
she as so serving h1m ••• The plaintiff had a verdict.• · 

orris v. ! orris, 4 Houston 414, JUne 1872. 1111 o •lijah I • 
orris, xecuted 18611 (416) "I give and bequeath unto my son, 1111· am •• 

the unexpired term of the indair-C"Cr.1!941 servant, John w. Pratt, 
(negro) ••••• to my son, James •• theunexpired term of the indentured 
s rvant, lfred Pratt (negro)." Appealed from Dela are Court o 
Chancery. see arren v. Morris, 4 Del. Ch. 289. 

1. Rev. Code, ch. 107, sect. 4 
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This important function of government is orginized 

differently in Delaware than in other States, Delaware does not 

now have a s.eperate supreme court, and there are no connty or 

districtf courts supported by minor civil divisions. 

The Court of Chancery,,the Department of Justice, 

and Courts of Common Pleas in New Castla and Kent Counties are 

all supported bt the State. The Court of Common Pleas in Kent 

County was only authorized by the Assembly of 1931. 

The Assembly of 1934 assumed the burden, now amounting 

to almost $460 per year, of paying for bonds for the various 

justices of the peace. 

iHHHHHHHHHHHHt 

OFFICE OF ATTORNEY G~'NERAL. 

The office of the attorney general in Delaware is somewhat 

similar to that of the judiciary in that there are no prosecuting 

attorneys suppor.ted by districts or counties. 

In addition to being the legal advisor to State officials 

the attorney general, has a special assistant for each county, is 

the prosecuting attorney for the State. 

The expenditures for this office consist of salaries, 

clerical assistance, etc., in## ~ddition a sum amounting to some~ 

thing leGs than $1,000 per yearf for requisition expenses. 

At irregular times an extraordinary additional burden 

of defending the State's interest is thrown on this office, as in 

the Delaware~New Jersy suit. When such an occasion arises the 

Assembly makes additional appropriations. 
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S~CRETARY OF STA'rE • -
The chief expenditures of the office of the Secretary of 

State consist of hire of clerical assistance in handling the 

large volume of work in connection with the extensive charter 

business and with the Secnetary 1s activities as motor vehicle 

commissioner• 

From 1924 to 1934 a part of the expense of registering 

motor vehicles was drawn from the auto titling account. In 1935 

the ARsembly provided that these expenses should be borne by the 

revenue& of the State Highway Department, but since th~re is no# 

continuous clear separation of these expenses, IW• 

ASSEMBLY• 

The eY.penditures for this function of government consists 

not only of the expenditures of the Assembly while in session 

but also the cost of several related activties such as the# 

Comm! ttee ibn Uniform Laws., a periodical revision of the Code, and 

the expenses of commissions appointed to recomm.end changes in laws. 

The payments incurred every Assembly is the largest item. 

the expenditure of the Committee on Uniform laws is provided for 

by an annual appropriation of $250, but usually not all this is 

used. Thecur rent revision of the code is the first since 1915• 

The expenditures for commissions to recommend revisions 

of laws are irregular and come only at times at which those commiw 

ssions are appointed. 
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Governor 

Ths expenditures for the office of governor now consists of 

$7.,500 for salary (sincel9.29), edept during 1933,1934 and 35 when 

it was reduced 10%, $2,500 for expenses, and since 1926 from ~3,000 

to $3,500 every second year for ~ompilation of the bmdget, and 

generally $100 for attending the conference of Governors. 

The irregular expenditures consist of those of an 

inauguration every four years. There are also other occasional 

miscellaneous expenses. 

State Revenue Collection 

The collection of the States' revenue is not only done by 

two offices whose titles would indicate that that was their 

function, but also by many other offices. 

The Secretary of State coJ.lects the revenue from the 

new corporations taking out charters, and fees from those# 

corporations filing annual statements, and as Motor Vehicle 

Commissioner collects the motor vehicle and drivers' licenses. 

The Liquor Connniasioner collects the revenue connected 

with the dipensing ofalcoholic beverages. Also many other offices 

of the state, such as the Fish & Game Commission and Oyster Revenm 

Collector, whose duties are more regulatory than fiscal in nature, 

collect revenues pertaini~to their own departmental activities. 

The first of the two officea now under consideration 

whose duties a.re to collect the state revenue is that of State 

Collector, an office established before the present development of 

the state's collevtion system. It consists of one man whose salary 

is normally $1,800 per yeor with an allowanc;;; of -n,600 per year 

for expenses. Some times this amourit is not all spent, owning to 

the office not being filled all the time. 

2.aP 
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State Revenue Collection (Cont). 

The principal tax collecting agency of the state government 
is the State Tax Dept. One of its f'dl.nctions is that most difficult 

of all a gevernrnents fiscal activities, the collection of the income 

tax. Another is tha. t of collecting the franchise tax levied on 

Delanrre corporations; a third, assigned to it by A8sembly of 193~ 

is that of assessing and collecting the inheritance and estate 

taxes, formerly I/JINl.#l.##H$t#/i. administered by the Registers of 

Wills; and a fourth, also given it by the 1935 Assembly is that 

of collectimg the State business and occupational licenses formerly 

collected by the Clerks of peace. 

Elections 

The 0tate's -expenditures for elections consist of part-payment 

of the salary of the secretary of the election board in Wllmington 

a contribution every second year towards defraying the expenses of 

the elections in the counties, every fourth year an expenditure of 

$4Q for the presidental electors, and a special contttbution when 

an extraor~inary election is ordered such as that of 1933 in 

which the liquior question was voted upon. 

Undi~tributed General Govennemnt. 

Undistributed general government consists of the expenditures 

which cannot be allocated to any one office or function efficiently• 

They are divided into two groups, general office overhead, and 

maintenance and insurance on bulldings. Under general office 

overhead is pla. ced the payments for bond premium& fer State 

officers 1 a. nd the expenditures for office supplies incurred by 

the State Board of Supplies. 

The maintenance and insuranc; of State buildings at Dover 

increased ~reatly in the last decadG. Because of new buildings. 
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Protection to Person and Property, 

This protection fun~tion of the state consists of the acti~ 

vity in preventing violence, as well as guarding its citizens aga:1nst 

the unscrupulous. Maintenance of the National Guard, the Highway 

Police, and the support of the local fire companies comprise the 

first division of this function. The second is composed of boards 

and officers whose function it is to enforce the state laws in 

regard to banking, insurance, labor conditions, professional 

qualifications, and protection to Agriculture. 

ff-.~)}~:f-~-~~iP~~~:.t..;Hf-~*~iH!-* 

Protection fro#m Violence 

National Guarda 

The expenditures for the suppoet of the National Guerd have 

shown a tendency steadily to increase. A $5,000 expenditure for 

armory repairs in 1932 accounts for unusual cost in that year. 

State Highw~ Police. 

Four years after the creation of the State Highway Department 

in 1917 that arm of the State Government was charged with enforce~ 

ment of Highway laws. Sibce then the growth of the traffic bas 

required an increased number of officers. 

An additional item of expenditure was incurred in 19351 

36, 37 when the State contributed toward the cost of the highway 

sagety camp&ign. 
~•::~~~'-hYH}--:}~~--:H}-~-:Hl-*~-~~• t-

Fire Companies 

For some years prior to 1924 it was the custom of the Assembly 

to make small appropriatlons, from $100 to $250 to the support 

of the volunteer fire companies in towns where state owned 

cons~derable property. By 1924 this expense amounted to $850. The 

Assembl) of 1925 enacted a law requiring all fiee insurance companies 



B. Tracey 
J. Bovia 
12-13-38 

Sta. te Government 

Fire Companies (cont.J 

cent of the annual fee to the State Insurance Commissioner, which 

r0venue was to be placed in a special fund and paid over to the 

fire companies. It amounts to about $25,000 per year#. 

In addition the Assembly of 1931 increased the direct~ 

appropriation to J201 5CO, that of 1935 to $21,500. 

Protection from Fraud. 

The second sub-division of the states function of affodding 

protection to person and property comprises its activity in 

protecting its citizens from being preyed upon by a minority of 

individuals who would take advantage of the good name of their 

professions to victimize the unkowing. The officers coming under 

this activity a~e: the Stateinsurance Commission, the State Bank 

Commissionerr;i. the Industrial Accident Board, the Labor Commission, 

thA Boara of Boiler Rules, and various bodies charged with the duty 

of examining into the qualifications of persons to practice a 

profession. 

Board og Boiler Rules8 

This board was authorized by the Assembly of 1925. The original 

appropriation was $21 500. The appropriations were reduced to $750 

by the Assenbly of 1929, but increased to $4,500 in 1931. It 

now spends a little over #5,000 per year, 

Labor Commission. 

For a couple of decades before 1924 the state undertook to 

supervise various labor activities by means of hiring an individual 

to enforce a particular ffl law. Accordingly, there was at various 

times a cannery inspector, a ten honr inspector, and a child-labor 

inspector. In 1915 the Asr;embly authorized the creation of the Labor 
Commission, although it did nbt immediately eliminate other offices• 
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Professional Boards• 

For decades the state has required that those practicing 

the medical profession., and lately those professions closely# 

allied with it., should prove their training and character to a 

boaad composed of their fellows. 

Between 1924 and 1931 other boards of examiners were 

aet up., allowed to ch9 rge fees fro examining candidates., and dse 

those fees to pay their officers., but not requi~ed to make any 

accounting to the State. The Assembly of 1931 required these boaras 

to deposit their receipts in the State Treasury., and made appropr:ia.• 

tions for the support of the boards. 

~,a.-~~d**~iHBHHHHH~ 
Inspection Activities of the State Board o~ Agriculture• 

For the protection of agriculturists from unscrupulous 

feed and fertilizer manufactures., and to insure that the farm pro~ 

ducts so!d by the producers shall be as represented. 

Another inspection of the state is perfor:ned in cooperation 

with the u.s. Dept. of Agriculture in the control of the Japanese 

Beetle. Theexpenditure started in 1926 and amounted to $8.,861. It 

rose to $11.,501 im 1931, but now is less. 

)·~·lHf*~Ht-~~?HHHt-iHl-i}-!Ht-•:H}****-'•H} 

Probective Boards and Commissions. 

The :/Jffl#I state has several boards and com.~issions whose 

duties it is to protect its citizens against the unscrupulou~ and 

to administer its la.ws. The State Housing Commission., established 

in 1933, studies the housing situation, particularlyinrelation to 

the lower income groupsand makes recommendations in regard to 

improvement of housing conditions. The Li~or Commission administers 

the liquor laws; the Mosquito Commiss ion bears part of the expense 

of draining the marshes; the Milk Commission arbitrates disputes 

between prodncers and distributors; and the wweights and Measures 

Commission inspects the weights and measures used in trade. 
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Protective Boards and Commissions, (Cont.) 
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Another phase of this function ia the expenditures for the 

support of the In~ustrial Accident Board. Until 1931 the board was 

supported by a tax on the premiums paid the insurance companies, 

which was set apart in the State Treasury as a special account arxl. 

the expenditures of the board paid fro!11 this fmd. It is now 

spendinb a little less than $19,000 per year#• 

Developma-:i.t and Conservation of Natural Resources. 

This function has to do with the development and conservation 

of the natural resources of t he state• The Sta:e Board of Agri cul ... 

t ure, all the administrative expenses of the board and its exebu 

biv~ officers are classified under 1th.is func~on. 

The classifications of the expenditdres of this function 

a.:ee as far as possible, accorlff.ing to the work performed, and secondly 

according to the agent performing that work. 

The expemditures are those for agricultural experi• 

ments, and demonstrations, administered by the University of Del., 

agricultural administration and pest control of the State Boera 

of Agricultural, the expenditures of the state Department of 

forestry, of the Game and Fish Comrr:ission, of the Oyster Revenue 

Collector, and the irregular expenditures for opening inlets. 

Agricultural Activity of the University of LJelaware. 

The first activity considered is the uon~resident educational 
JJ activities ofthe Uni~ersity of elaware through its Extension Dept. 

of the school og Agricalture, and the expenditures for the support 

of the Agricultural Experiment Station. 

The first consists of two appropriations, tbe larger of 

which is to off-set a protion of the 1'·ederal appropriation known 
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The second is a small appropriation now amounting to $675 per 

year for the purpose of giving annually several daya instructmon 

in agricultural and home economics to the most promising of the 

members of the 4-H Clfubs of the state. 

The appropriations of the Agricultural Experiment Station 

are used to promote inquiry into the agriculture of the State to 

seek remedies for undiserable conditions. 

-IHHHt·iHHHH.~~*-l!
State Board of Agriculture 

The state board of Agriculture is charged with the administra" 

don of the laws relating to the animal, fowl, and plant disease, 

and amninisters the funds appropriated to fairs and asociations for 

encoura.geing the production of high-class agricultu~rl products. 

Diseases of Livestock 

Another activitiJ _of the Board bf Agriculture id t~e connrol 

of diseases of livestock,. In ddition to employing techni~al 

workers to render this service it expends money for two specific 

services C'~adicatlon of tuberculosis and Bang's disease in the roer. ~~·v 4' 
dairy herds ahd the ~a;:'C'td:11~;:t.~ai-og hogs against cholera. 

One of the mast important agri 01111 tral industries of the 

s~t~te is the growing of poultry. The State appropriates funds to 

the Board of Agriculture H for the study and control of these 

diseases, for pr~zes for egg-laying competitions, and poultry shows, 

as well as DO the u. Of~. for earring scientific information to 

the pouli:brymen. 

Another acitivy of the board is that of funds to be 

used to prevent plant diseases. For this purpose it empolycs a 

plant pathologist on a cooperative basis with the U.of D. 



B. Tracey 
J• Bovis 
12-13-38 

State Government 

State Forestry Department. 

Development of its natural resources is the State Forestry 

• Department. Up to 1926 no expenditures farr forestry development or 

protection were incurred, but in 1926-27 a small appropriation 

was made to the State Boa.rd of Agrivulture for t:bat purpose, and 

the 1927 Assembly authorized the establishemnt of the State Forestry 

Depart:nent and an appropriation of $5,000 for its support. The 1931 

Assembly increased the support by providing $5,000 fund for the 

control of forest fires. From time to t4nne appropriations were made 

to construct permanent improvements or to pu~chase land for 

forestry purposes. 

Game And Fish Connnission. 

The conservation amd de#velopment of natural resources 

ia the Game And Fish Com.mission. The state has been spending 

small amounts of money on fish proEagation, until 1926 the state 

made very substantial efforts in that direction. Until 1932 the 

commission was su~ported by fines, licenses, and permits collected 

and placed in a special fund 

The As~embl, of 1931 discontinued this method and directed 

all funds be plaved in the general fund. and appropriated flhnds from 

the general fmndl for its support. but the !s~embly of 1933 re

instated the special account system. 

Oyster Revenue collector. 

Is to see tba.t the laws in relation to maintenance of the shell 

fisheries of thA state are enforced as well as to collect revenue 

from taking oysters. Tho expenditures have doubled ln the time 

under consideration. From 192-4 to 1931 the expenditures roze from 

$4,015 to $5,260, but 1932 to 1936 have seen a larger increase. 
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Conservation of Health and Sanitation. 

The State bad a health department for years but in 1925 

-10..-4 

it spent $501 000 per year fDD thin function. Now the state 

appropriations are only classified into three groups: that for 

general admini~tration of the Board, tl::e appropriation for pathology 

and bacteriology,and since 1932 for oral hygiene. 

Hospitals 
Three hospata.ls are included inthis function: Brandywine 

Sanatorium for white consumptives, Edgewood Sanatorium for colored 

consumptives, and the Delaware State Hospital for mentally ill. 

The Staee makes appropriations to other hospitals, but since 

they are not State Institutions and the ~p9ropriation is only in 

partial payment for preatment to irldigent persons, that expenditure 

is not classified under hospitals but under "Charity". 

Brandywine Sanatoriuni. 

This institution was founded as a private ef~ort to a • sist 

tubercular peopel of the lower income 6ro-:1ps to overcome their 

disease. It was later contributed to by the New Gastle County 

Levy Court, and later taken over by the state. The appropriations 

in 1924-25 were $35,QQO ,~r year, in 1926-27 were $40,000 with a 

eupplemental appropriation ocf! ~201J1-000 each year. The expenditures 

of this institution have grovm to over three times what were in i 

1924-25. 

Edgewood Sanatroium 

The History of this sanatorium is the same as the Brandywine. 

It expenditures have not been as large a.s those oft he Brandywime 

but the trend is similar. 

Dela W3.re State Hpspi tal 

This lnsti tutiton t.as l:"1.creased bo~h in usefulness and cost of 

maintenance far beyon~ anticipations entertained for it when it 
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State Board of Charities 
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'l'he e1::r,endi ture s up to 1934., consisted of the salary od! a 

secretary and some clerical and office expense. The Assembly of 

1933 increased the appropriation to $5.,500 enabled the Board to 

increase its activities by the employment of additional assistance. 

Charity to Children 

One of the main cahritable expenditures is that for cijarity 

to children. This is divided into tn kinds of assistance, that t e 

defective children., and ti1at to children of people of the lower 

income levels. 
~~-',P-C-~~H~~ .. ~~"hYt·,f'**~Ht-~--*** .. !f

Defective Children 

Two kinds of expenditures accur: first those for.rt he 

education and care of the deat,dumb., and blind v1ho are sent to # 

special schools at the expense of the State; second for the support 

of Delaware Colony at Stockley., an inatltution for backward childH 

ren of both sexes. 

Charity to Aged. 

Until 1932 ~he state gave only $4,00 towards the mainten~ 

anse oftwo homes for aged colored• Beginning in 1930 Mr . A.I. duPont 

initiated a private old-age pension system, which in 1931 was re

plaved by a Stat9 system. Assembly appropriating $2001 000, for the 

purpose, also for the construction of a home to replace the three 

county almshouses., and provided that one half of the operating coot 

of maintaining the inmates from each county should be paid by 

that county. The cost of maintaining the home is about $65.,000 

per year. 
The Welfare Commission is alee chare;ed with the duty of 

dispensing outside relief, an appr~priation of $15,000 for this I 

Purpose. 

Another contribution of the State is that od assisting in 



B. Tracey 
J, Bovis 
12 ... 13.-.33 

State Government 

Charities (Cont) 
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burting mer. ~ho served in the American Armed Forcea.Up tili 1931 

this annual contribution did not amount to rnore than $700, but 

in 1935 it was almost $4,000. *" lf I( ff U-*******-lHHH.'-if-~ 
Mothers Pension 

This activity is only partial)y supported by the ~tate., the 

state payin6 for the hire of the personnel and their expenses and 

up to 1937 one-half of the pensions granted to widows, the counties 

paying the other half. Beginning with the fiscal year 1937 the 

federal gov~rn.~ent gas shared in this burden, contribution 

$46 1 469 as its first years' assistance. 
***~-'~**<fHHHBl·********·lt

Corrections 

Delaware is unique in that it does not havE a state penal 

institution fer adults. Adults sentenced for any considerable 

period are confined in the New Castle County Workhouse, and for them 

a per diem charge is made against the Levy Court of the county from 

which the conmitment was :made, hence these expemditures are not 

considered here. The statefs only correctional institutions are 

for minors, in~titutions originally founded as private eneeeprises 

for the rehabilitation of the inmates, but later supported by the 

Levy courts and finally ta.ken over by the state. 
~****1' ~*{HH~*** 
Ferris Industrial School 

The Oldest of these institutions is the Ferris Indastrial 

school to which delinquent boys, both white and colored, arP, 

committed, as well as a minority of indigent boys. 
~'HH}~:t--:t-¼-:t-*~*ff*·~· 
Industrial Schools ior Girls 

This school has ahe sa.ms history as the Ferris Indistrial 

school, except that it has not yet been taken over by the State. 
~*******ii-;!-****-':· 

Industrial School for Colored Girls 
The schoolhas the same history as the Ferris Indlhstrial., it was 

taken over by the State in 1921. 



.. 

" • 

B. Tracey 
J.Bovis 
12-13-38 

State Government 

Parole Board and Board of Pardons. 

-12-

The Expenditures_ od these te boards are about $3,200 per 

year, and the amount is not increasin~. The chief expenditure 

is the salary of the Parole officer while that of the Board of 

the salary of the Lieut. Governer. 
~*~..HH..'-Y-*;}***~ 

11:IMffl 
Connnemoration of Historic Events. 

Beginnigg with 1928, the state appr~priated %500 annually for 

t:r ... e purpose of purchasing portraits of the Governors, this money 

has not always been used. In 1929 the Assembly provlded funds fD~ 

the observance of the three hundredth anniversary of the settle ... 

ment of Lewes, Delaware, and since then bas provided fDD the main~ 

tenance of the building co:rmnemorating that settlement. The Assembly 

of 1931 appropriated dunds for the commemoration of the hi~drcdth 

&nniversary of the chartering of WilPlington as a city. 
~;f, ~yt-~~*~~**;l-•:Hl-~~ 

Donations to ex-Service Men's OrgAnlzations 

For some time the state has ma.de contributions of $1,000 a 

year to the G.A.R. to assist in the commemoration of Memorial Day. 

In 1925 it began to contribute to the American Legion, in 1927 to 

the Spanish War Veterans, and in 1929 to the Veterans of Foreign 

Wars. The State is contributing five times as muvh now as in 1924. 

chools. 

The State has only appropriated money for school building 

construction since 1927. In that year it appropriated $1,000,000 

thereby inaugurating the school progBem. Since then the school 

expehditures have been the heaviest. * .. ~:}i("~~-;:•it-;~~~h'1-~~~}~~~~t .. ~E-

Unemployment Relief 

In 1933 the state foun~ it necessary to appropriate funds 

for the relief of the unempl,-,yed. The special session of the 

Assembly in 1932 appropriated $2,000,000 for the purpose and set 

up the Temporary Emergency Relief Administration. 
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It obtained one-half of the money by diverting from the school 

fundi1,ooo,ooo of #1J# the yield of the franchise tax and appropriated 

$1,0001 000 from cash in the general fund $700,000 of which was re~ 

placed by a transfer from the sinking funda In addition to the State 

appropriations, the federal government appropriated funds supple" 

menting the state funds, and also set up org!n!zations such as tr~ 

Civil Works Administration to assist in ameliorating unemployment 

conditions. The expenditures of the Civ.11.WQrks Administration on 

State projects, went tbrough the State Treasurt, and hence are 

avcounted for here. The life of the T.E.R.A. was only two years. 

At the end of that time, both the afore-mentioned method of 

financing relief and the organization for administering it were 

discontinued because the two houses of the Assembly could not a3rEB 

upon a method of continuing. The succeeding Assembly levied an in

come tax mn the citizens of Ne,:,: Castle County to raise funds for 

the relief of its citizens, but the income from this act did not 

go through the State Treasury and hence is not ac~ounted for here . 

The other two counties r..ad no official relief. The county 

income tax levied was collected by the State Tax Commission but 

the cost of the collection was deducted from.ti the proceeds of 

the tax, 
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Total Receipts and Disbursements 
1924 and 1937 

1924 
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1937 
Current Income 
Extraordinary Inc. 

Total 

$5,4~52 Current Income 
__ 3-1~7~5~5-1~1~3~4- Extraordinary Inc. 

9,161,986 Total 

$10,528,303 
2,411,905 

12,940,208 

Current Expenses · 
Extraordinary Exp. 

Total 

Opening Balance 
Additions, receipts 

exceed expenses 
Reductions, expenses 
exceed receipts 
Closing BaJ.ance 

3,926,418 
3,981,966 
'1,907,384 

1,747,625 

1,254,602 

$ 3,002,227 

Gross Current Expenditures, Classified 
1924 and 1937 

General Government 
Protection 
Development ~nd Con
servation of Natural 
Resources 
Health & Sanitation 
Hospitals 
Charities 
Corrections 
Highways 

1924 
$2'?6,345 

123,05.5 

Higher Education 
Libraries & Historical 

133,633 
49,113 

249,893 
96,021 
70,423 

177,832 
199,000 

Associations 
Free Schools 
Interest 
Miscellaneous 

12,618 
2,189,856 

337,237 
10,392 

9,552,640 
3,058,272 

!2,610,912 

4,417,286 

329,296 

$4,746,582 

by Function 

1937 
812,696 
501.,686 

258,895 
166,932 
576,770 
916,604 
209,120 
989,697 
931,800 

21,228 
3,722,854 

388,698 
55,660 

Total $3,925,418 $9.,552,640 
•;.y~iH: .. if-H-~-~~~ *~~{:•~Y-Yc *-U-~.;_~~YHH~-:!-



B. Tracey 
J • Bo~11s 
12-14-38 

Assembly 
1924 

Governor 
Judiciary 
Attorney General 
Secret!l.ry of State 
Financial 
Elections 
Undistributed 

State Government 

Cost of General Government 
1024 and 1937 

$ 221 
7,750 

57,254 
23,913 
54,768 
61,521 

2,450 
68,477 

!11;276,345 

Ref: Studies in Taxation in Delaware 
By M.M. Daugherty, Economist 

-15-

$ 260,717 
12,653 
81,158 
31,896 

139,068 
180,545 
,34,880 
71.779 

$812,696 
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SCIENCE 

General 

Cycle of Growth and Maturity 
Hypothesis, Phenomena 
Historical Facts 
Service and Expansion 
Technological Fields 

Scientific Institutions (Their names) 
Lectures and Instructions 
Research 
Experimental Laboratories 
Agriculture Experiments 

Inventions 
Mechanical Improvements 

Industrial Development 

Utility Expansion 
Gas and Electric 

Civic Advancement 
Water Purification and Filtration 

Subjects 
Medicine and Surgery 

Control of Disease 
Medical Contributions 
Associations and Societies 
Hospitalization Advancement 

Engineering 
Chemical {Physical, Organic, Inorganic) 
Civil 
Electrical 
Mechanical 
Automotive 

30 
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SCIENCE (Continued) 

Subjects (Continued) 

Botany 
Horticultural Collections 

Physics 

Biology 

Astronomy 

Geology 

Archeology 

Ethnology 

Aeronautics 

Denistry 
Oral Surgery 
Operative 
Prosthetic 

Haskell Laborator:y:--(toxicology) 

Entomologists 
I 

30 



(State Encyclopedia) 

SOCIETIES 

(see index file) 

Patriotic 

Delaware Society of the Daughters of the Colonial Wars 
Henlopen Post //5, American Legion 
Henlopen Post Auxiliary 

Service clubs 

Kiawanis 
Quot9..1 
Exchange 
Recess 
Lions 
Rotary 
Monarch 
American Business 

Frankford New Century Club 
Selbyville Community Club 
Georgetown New Century Club 
Laurel New Century Club 
Lord Baltimore Women's Club 
New Century Club of Delmar 
The Village Improvement Association of Rehoboth 
The Zwa anendael Club of Lewes 
Kent-Sussex Counties Dental Society 

Fraternal 

32 
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SPORTS 

General 

Bowling 
Fishing--Surf and stream 
Golf--Private and public courses 
Hunting and trapping 
Sailing 
Swimming and bathing 
Horse races--saddle and harness 
Flying 
Base ball 
T,'oot ball 
Tennis--private and public courts 
Canoeing 
Hiking 
Motor boating 
Boxing 
Trap shooting--clubs and meets 
Riding--cross country and horse show 
Badminton 

Annual event 

Mens I bridge tournaraent--Wilmington Whist Club 
Golf invitation tournament--Rehoboth Countr,;J Club 
Delaware breakwater regatta~-cape Henlopen 
Tidewater shoot reveler match (State Police) 
Foxcatcher hounds race meetings 
Eastern Beavle Club meet--estate of s. Hallock .::)uPont 
Delaware State Trap Shooting ChampionshiR 
Delaware clay target events 

Or.12:anization 

Lewes Yacht Club 
Lewes Yacht Club Auxiliary 
Lewes Anglers Association 
United Farmers and Sportmen of Delaware (various chapters) 
~randywine Archers Club 

State agencx_ 

Board of Ga.me and Fish Commissioners 
Chief Grune and F'ish Warden 

Fish patrol boat 

Game seasons 

mes and dates--experimental area--Woodland Beach--lOOOacres 
Protective units--organization and function ----------

33 
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SPORTS 

Horse Rae inr.: 

Honors for outst nding achievements on the turf in 1938 have 
been awarded two Delawareans. 

Mrs. Marion DuPont Scott, owner of "Pattleship, 11 the only 
American-owed and American- bred horse to win the nr nd 
Nationa Steeplechase at Aintree, En~land. 

33 

illlam Du.Pont, Jr., owner of the famous Foxcatcher Farm's Stable. 



(State Encyclopedia) 33 

SPORTS 

~ish and Grune Laws 

Licenses 

The fishing license fee for non-resident citizens is $7.50. 

A short-term or tourist license, valid for six consecutive days 
from date of issue, is available at a cost of $3.25. No license 
is required to fish in the Delaware River or Bay, and Atlantic 
Ocean, or Indian River Inlet. Children under 16 years and 
women accompanying a licensed fisherman require no license. 

The resident license fee is ~1.25. Residents may fish in the 
Indian River and all tide waters without license. Occupants 
and resident owners of farms containing 20 acres or mrre may 
fish, hunt and trap on their farms without license. Aliens 
cannot fish, hunt or trap in Delaware except on a farm of 20 acres 
or more on which they reside. 

The non-resident hunting and trappin license fee i's $15.50, but 
a short-term license §ood for five consecutive days from date of 
issue may be had for ~5.50. Children under 15 are exempt when 
accompanied by a licensed hunter. The resident hunting and 
trapping license fee is $1.25. Licenses may be obtained from 
any Justice of the Peace; proof of citizenship must be furnished • . 

1938 Open Seasons and Bag Limits 

Frog . ..•..•............. 
Squirrel •••••••••••••••• 
Rails (except coots) ••• 
Coots ..........•.......• 
Gallinules (except coots) 
Sora . .................. . 
Dove • ••••••••••••••••••• 

Fox,red ••••••••••••••••• 
Raccoon and opossum ••••• 
Wild duck ••••••••••••••• 
Geese •• ••••••••••••••••• 
Snipe • ••.•....•...••••.• 
Woodcock •••••••••••••••• 
Pheasants (cock birds only 
Quail •... ......••....••• 
Rabbit .........•......• • 
Mink, otter, and muskrat 

Begins 

May 1 
Sept. 15 
Sept. 1 
Oct. 15 
Sept. 1 
Sept. 1 
Sept. 1 
Nov. 15 
Oct. 1 
Nov. 1 
Oct. 15 
Oct. 15 
Oct. 15 
Oct. 15 
Nov. 15 
Nov. 15 
Nov. 15 
Dec. 1 

Fnds 

Dec. 31 
Nov. 1 
Nov. 30 
Nov. 28 
Nov. 30 
Nov. 30 
Sept. 30 
Dec. 31 
April 30 
Jan. 15 
Nov. 28 
Nov. 28 
Nov. 28 
Nov. 14 
Dec. 31 
Dec. 31 
Dec. 31 
Mar. 10 

Daily Limit 

24-:~ 
6 

15 
25 
15 
15 
15 

10 
5 

15 
4 
2 

12 
6 

(On embanked meadows in New Castle County muskrats may be taken 
until March 20th.) 

* Limit of 10 daily with fishing license. 



Baptist Ghurche~ ,fl)"',,,,-~ 
. jv' 

Shiloh Baptist., Twelfth and Orange Streets., vdlmington., 
present location. Original 
for worship. Rev A.R. James 
pulpit for six years. 

was founded in 1875 at the 
building is still being usect 
present pastor has filled the 

I1~embership of four hundred includes non-active list of 
one hunctred-f'j fty persons. 

No de1'1nite 
gregation ovms 
state. 

church budget but 
edifice. Largest 

has full time pastor. 
Baptist church in the 

~ighth street Baptist Uhurch., Eighth and 
founded during the first decade of lhe 

Scott ~treets., 
current century. 

con-

was 

Congregation of approximately two hundred persons. Has a 
full time pastor. 

Pile rim Bap tist Uhurch 
membership and half time 
recent origin. 

in Newark., Delaware., has 
pastor. This church is 

small 
of 

calvary Baptist ~hurch., ~over., is the second oldest 
Baptist Church in the state. Hass full time pastor and 
ovms building •. The church budget is not known nor is 
the number of comr:iunicants available. 

According to 
association 
of datum is 
compilations. 

Rev James 
of Baptist 

the result 

there is currently active an 
churches in the state. The dearth 

of lack of funds to make 

'l'here 
v ilmington 
larger . 01· 
others of 
town. 

are a number 
anct the state 
"Ghese churches 
-chis nature a re 

of baptist 
of rather 
is located 

at Dover., 

churches throughout 
dubious status. The 

in Middletovm. several 
Milford and George-

No 
budgetary 

official data 
expenditures 

as to 
other 

number., condition anci 
than from Rev James is 

~al~y 
available. 
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LO A ITY - tate ide 

o.rton ~ eney 
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u to - ec er 18, l 35 

n n: ond tat n .. Dela are' nickn e, ,: as 

pl ~ ec ua 0 e . ll ar of the common e 1th 

b r or and orta.nce, accord-

lano.t·on. l la ter elates 

to . e l ding a took in the early d s 

of' l e £0 t 0 :£ t e aJ. e.r..d t te ovc nt -

t e P...d tior.. of th fedor cont t·tion en other 

less co 

of' 

o lS states f tez·ed; r part 1. tl ction 

nen l ~o r ss - incl di Ca. ~ r Rodney's 

a ty ri 

e) d 

ing our 

u i 

fro L 

o e 

or Dover t~ hiladelp ia, 

n on · e rcso ut1on of 

stat to the rou favor-

e '. other co t1.,y. ' elal e 

e ,volt nar r ..,end nc a 

lareer numb r of sol 1 r in pro ortion o her small 

popul tion, t y of' t1: e other colonies. I oort t 

by r ason also of the f ct that a larger perc nt e f 

Del 1are s of the first rank ot ta~esm.anship art·c1 ated 

in tl arly national councils than served from any ot1er 

of t''lf-: si t r colonies. 



Paee 2 

To the Swedes 1 t was Nev, Swedela.nd Stream; to the 

Dutch, Judy (or South River) while the Bay was 

Godyn'a, named for Samuel _Godyn a Dutchman, who 

received a grant of land ten years after the dis-

covery by Hudson. 

The loeical conclusion that the state took the 

name from the Bay, consequently, the "Delaware" came 

from the early legal official designation of the 

"Tree Counties on the Delaware." It was thus re

ferred to in legal papers and official declarations 

by William Penn. Presumably when the state adopted 

its .first constitution in~ the "three counties 

on the---" were dropped and Delaware alone remained 

a.s the name of the First State. 

References - Scharf, Conrad and Hajestic Delaware 
and newspaper clippings - the Journal. 
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They ere sop rately de31 nated in countless leg 1 docu

ents as tle 'thro J.o or counties," or ore co only tho 

three counties on Dela ro,tt or" e C stle, Kent and. 

Bussex on Dela: re," This n tur lly volv d into "'Ihe 

Dola are St te, d later "Tl1e St t of Del are." 

BIBLIOGRAPHY: 

(A) Frnnci Burke andt - The ?ajestic Del are 

(The ation• For ost Historic River) - Published by The 

dt Guinmere Co., Philadelphia,P • 1929 • (192 p s) 

(B) David Pit rs d Vries, Journnl of - Tr -

lated from the Dutch by Henry c. rurphy • Printed by illin 

d Bros. N York - 1 53 • .(199 p~ os) 

(C) Isra l Acr lius ovo t of the S edish Churche 

·ngton, Del are( lSl ted fro the S edish) -

History o.f Ilew S eden,or The Settle ents on th River 

D la ore - Publish dun er the joint usp1ces of the 

.istorical Societtea of Pennaylv nia and Dela n e by th 

Historical ociety of Penns lvo.ni ,829 Sprue Street, 

P:trl.lad lp..lrl. , • 1874 • 
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STATE DRAWER: NamWJ 
March 20, 1937 

LOCATION: DELAWARE 
Please sign ff 

t"'ke awqy. 

s.,~ 4- ~ b ~ ,,4({1' ., I 

(}. r:. .. JD A.AM Submitted by: J. Sweeney // ...v---r 1 
I 

Subject: Place names' origin and meaning; Drawyers Creek 

The ·theory that Drawyers Creek derived its name from 

Anders Kristiansson Dreijer gets some support from the fact 

that surnames similar to Dreijer assumed a more simple spelling 

after the British began to rule Delaware. For instance, in 1667 

the surname Booijr was spelt Boeyer, and in 1669 Reijner 

Vander Cooley was spelt Reyner Vander Cooley. Two years later, 

in 1671, the present Drawyers Creek was recorded as Drayers creeke. 

Therefore analogy shows that a Dreijer's Creek would be 

Anglicised to Drayers Creek or Drawyers Creek or something like 

that. 

Bibliography: 

Original Land Titles in Delaware, Commonly Known as The 
Duke of York Record, 1656-1679. Wilmington, Delaware: 
Sunday Star Print (for the General Assembly of the state), 
1903. 190p. 
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FrOm th swed18h ttle nta on the DelanN Theil' H1atorr and 
R 1 tion to the Indiana, DUtoh an4 iah 1638-1664 th an 
Account ot the South, The Bn Swed.en,_ and Th• AaDerioan Companie•, 
and the Bttorta ot s-nden to Regain ,aie Oo10D7• Volume 1 BJ' 
Amandua Jobnaon, Ph.D. I ati-uctor t the Uni:verait7 ot Nnna71Yania 
seoretarJ ot TM Swediah Oolonial Soo1et7, m-.l>er ot The Hlatorioal 
Soc1 t7 ot Pmmqlvania, '°• 
Univera1t7 ot Pennaylvan!a ». ,Appleton & Camp&n71 Agents, In York 
1911, (Foot-not• on PP 171) 

·33 The author ot the Beaohr. van Virginia, etc.(AJnaterda,1651) 
•• p.38 a 791 ••• r dee• naem fuoere lt11) •• g komen 1a weten w1j 

n1et." The DUtch generall7 oalle4 1t HoeN KU. (De VJt1ea, Korte 

Hiatoriael, p.1601 1781 184, to.) Ill S1NKU.ah documents lt 1a 

almoat n.ya call d Bon xu. It baa been auggeated that the name 

Boere Kil 1a a mistake tor Boom (named atter Corn 11a Jaoob en 

ot Hoon 1n Hollanct), but it 1a 41.ttioUlt to Jl'l)l n wbJ 

De Yriea ahou1 call it N Kil tor it cl ae that !Mt bacl 

opportunity to know. It eema unl1kel7 that Cornelia should 

name an 1nalgn1t1oant atNul like the uoorn Kill after hla own 

name. It he wiahed to perpetuate b1 nall8 he auNl7 could bave 

done ao more etteot1ve17 bJ' naming aome large •1•••• aq the 

so=,1.]d.11, after htmaelt. The writer baa adopted the 8"41.lh 

torm. ot the woJl4 or D81118 tor the RYU' (Bon.), •inc• tb1a tom 

la found 1n al.moat l the 8wedillh Noo , retenlng to the 

atream and a1no• it •• wt.th the lib tom nu. Thal 

th riame ••• dll known and that queationa oonoerning lta origin 

arose u earl7 u 16'8 to 1661 oan be• en trc:a the above quota

tion. It Boen wu a :m1a'8k• tor HOl'll it would Hell that '1W 

author ot the Beaohr.woul.4 ha•• auggeated tbS.1 exp1ana,1on. loren 

Hook waa a plao• near B" York (Wataon•• .Annala, I '1). Concerning 

an explanation ot the origin ot the name HoeN lt11 • e van 

Jld. Al'Oh., v. ,11 tt. 



•"• -a-
34.1'tle7 built a brick houa •1u1u ot pa11aad•••• ot. Doo., II. 

ISOJ o. Thaula, ••Jr.,,, p.1,, a.o4hea4,m.a,., 1.aoa. 
aa. The ba7 •• called Qo4Jn '• BAJ" 1D boDw fd samne1 OOdp. 

ze. •mio ••• left ova ill Snnenda 1.• vu 1-. .. 11&•• s. ••».sea. 
De Wi aa7 that U ma "" Jd.llecl. 001.e.t .Y. BS.at., 

1'1• H •• theN muat UN 'bffll U men 111 the OOlOJQ'e 

•• Id Se,- III. 
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J. Barton Cheyney 
February 26, 1937. 

st. Jones River 

The small river-a trib tary of the Delaware Bay-was named. 

by some early elsh settlers who located 1n Kent Couney,~adjacent 

to the site of the preser-.t state capital, after their ho• pariah, 

s Johns in South Wales. The stream was at one time navigable to 

Dover .for boats of very light draft. It is at present chiefly 

notable as being one of the two streams of water 1n this country 

in which the yellow Egyptian Lotus grow•• (tradition) st. Jones 

is a misnomer blamable on the pronunciation of the early elah 
I 

immigrants. The modern elling accords with the pronunciation ot 

the first settlers on its banks. 'The river la spelled st. Johna 

as well as st. Jones, in the o.f.ficial records of the counties and 

State. st. 

that it was 

, irrespective of the fact 

John, .,µ, .,0W ~ /4 ,J .e,,-, ?.' ltf<.,,-..1,~ • 

Former Chancellor John A. icholaon, who, to assure li1msel1' on 

the origin ot the name visited st. Johna pariah, South Wales, 1n 

quite recent years, and thoroughly established the truth ot legends 

that had been handed down through .five or a1x generation• of Kent 

countians. The late Chief Justice Comegys also contended that 

the st. Jones River was actually the st. Johns. Some documents that 

came before the court, while he was the presiding justice, con

firmed the traditions that st. Jonea River was so spelled and pro

no1mced because o.f the semi-burr in the Welsh pronunciation o.f 

English names. 

Interview with John A. Nicholason. 
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BATURAL RESOURCES 

Dela ar 's greatest natural resources rest 1n its fertile soil, 

so admirably adapted tor the growing of all types ot huits and vegetables 

and the raising of gr ains, and its water t'ac1l~t1ea, which include 

frontage on river, bay, and ocean, and the ~ter of streaas. The 

former has brought emphasis on agriculture, whl.le the latter has promoted 

t..;t¥ie and manufacturing. 
/f'_MINERALS 

eral resources, however, are extremel7 limited, as might 

be presumed from its generally lo and sandy surface. In the past, 

iron ore was mined at Iron Hill and Chestnut Hill by the open pit 

m thod, but both have long since been ab 
f 

on~ Iron Hill as worked 

off and on for mor than 150 7ears, Chestnut Hill for a much briefer 

period. Bog iron ore s discovered near the head atera of the Jbl .. H 

Nanticoke River prior to 17631 and a number of f'urnacbrm established, 

thou a l l of these had been discontinued by 18041 saTe one, which 

as closed 1n 1850. 

The deposits of kaolin near ,Hockessin have likewise been worked 

from time to time, but are not no 1n operation. An excellent if quality of 

porcelain- are s the final product. The state clays have also been used for 

pottel"J', for brick, and terracotta. In the St. Georges seotioa, exten

sive shell-marl beds, containing a h1gb. percentage of potash, were 

rked for use 1n .fertilizers, but,~-'..a this ha.a been 

dropped. 

Quarries near ilmington produce granite and limestone for local 

needs, ~e-ta,tmt.ar-st:oliin>M-. the B~ynne B1ue Granite.;>~ 

-JG~~~ I 
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FORESTS or the 1.250.600 acres which make up the State area. 1t 

1s estimated that not re than 350.000 acre may be cla sed as woodland. 
; 

The Br ywine orest, in New Castle Countn the Ellendale rest 1n the ~w 
coastal. area of southern Kent and nort'Jem Sussex Counties, an the 

big Cypress, or C dar amp, 1n southern Sussex)are the ost arresting. 

Evel'J' evi ence exists that the whole or the State area was orig1nall7 

heav117 forest , and th threes ct1ons noted above sho three distinct 

type r growth. 

1he larger portion of' the ew Castle County oodland lies on Chestnut 

and Iron Hills, aJK1. in the southwestern section i'ram Townsend, Del., to 

Kassey, Jfd., bordering the railroad branch. Another area of woodland. 

11 s bet een Kirkwood and Glasgow along the sources f B llto Run. 

Each of iillllFthese forms severa1 hundred acres of continuous rorest, 

whil other ooded tracts rang .from t enty to on hundred aores in 

ext nt. 

'11h reasins of the Brandywine Forest, with 1nterru ti s, borders 

ar the Brandy-win Creek from thin the city limits of Wilmingto to 

the Penn ylvan.1 State Line, a distance or about seyen miles. Tb.ls 

strip or forest has a max1mum width o ' one mile, and follows the banks 

or the stream to cover steep and rockJ slopes. Huch oft his has ne er 

b en cleared, little cutting has been permitted in th last r1tt7 
year , and virgin conditions exist aore nearl7 her than an ere els 

in th Stat• 

e Ellendal Forest is the largest d nsel7 .for ted 

Dela ar. 

over approximately 245,000 acres. Considerable softwood 1s now 

intermingled with the hardwood. 

1n 

At the south central extremity or Sussex Co1mty is to be found 
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the noted Big Cypress, or Cedar Swamp, which baa alreadJ' been noted 

apec1f'1call.J'• 

WATER RESOURCES Little •ter-power 1a Yailable 1a Delawue, san 1B the 

aorthera h1lq aect1ca of Bew ... tle Count;J', where mill• and plata 

have loag eziated bea1de the BraJld7,d.ne, the Chriatiana, alld the 

11b.1te Clq Creelta. In oldm Umea, the Bran4J,dne, a~ atrMII 

affard1.ltg power '1lrough a aer1 a of dale, wu lined 11'11.b fti: ftour, 

cottoa, and paper 11111.la-aow, a a a1ngle mill of importance llttl 

ut111zea the water-powr. 

Ho1reT r, DelawaN atreaaa, aad aore panioularl7 the DelaWN River with 

1ta bq, plq a large N1e 1a the ata'81a OOPPMl'Ce. Oeeaa Tease1a pl.J' 

ba7 and riTer, halting at Lewes the Port of 1f1lrn1ngtGIIJ other 

vea 1 not ODlJ' aall the DelawaN, but aacmd. the amaller atr

'llhich are navigable for a diataacea to smaller to1aul and n.p~ 

their c erce. 

Fiaherlea also 1'on1 a part; of the water reaourc••• Shad and atageca 
aa1, 

are the larger 1'1ah caught, but Jll81Q' olher/aa water var1et1• ue taka. 

Piaheriea are extenaiTe at r.ewa, where aot onl.J' edible fish an landed 

in large quant1'1••• but aca-1'ood nm, like the m.enhad•, are seined 

and turned into fert;illnr, chicken food., 811d o11. O,,tera 1111d cl-

are likewise taken 1a quantlt,'. Along the Delaware aarabea, 811 extana1ye 

krat 1nduat17 baa developed. 

Delaware wat n, too, otter adY&Dtagea frail the rec1 eational aide. 

Bathing, boating, and 1'1ab1ng ue en.Jo,.ed, the Jll8IQ' poada 1a the S'8.M 

are stocked 111th treah-wa'8r gaaefiah, 811d Bowra, Little <;.eek, Slaughter••, 

, and Rehoboth are fa or1te •al'-water 1'1ab1ng groanda Uld,,recreational 



a precec!1ng page. 

• tor • a.ft•- of 1mponaac are .... .i, 

aect1 • one till4a to 

rcllallt • a1s 

TATB FORES!& J)el. ..... !lPia 

192'1. In the tollow1ng 79 • lluraelT • aOlld;h 

..... parohaa«l... 11 

Appazellar , a •• 1Ji.n8 ii.•1:,n.an. the Burs r, BU 

da1e CN Nada• 1b er, is dff01;ed to the pl'Oduc~c:a ~ tore• 

pl ting aHOkJ the Appeasellar Traci 1a ed aa experia-1~ 

and d81nC111mtraU ~orN • Iil 19Mt t.be 1WCJ1H1a Skt;e J'o • 81' 

Redd • Del. •• a uao, t 11.S aml'ea 1a a. au Coma-• ae11nuec1 .• 

In addl~-. tbe en4el• Fo 

Sta 

to the 8trll .. J'o~l-9' 

I a-~ that~ 
c14ed. Sapetue ~ the d'1• or tu BNetu ... 1111 Me1•-
1strat1ca of the l'eden1 CJon1J:1111U11lW• 1, llaa -~ 
end Sussex Ocnmt1••• alld COIR.-r\ it to toNa, ua , ualag 111 •• 

f'mldae Prca to t!ae 118W11paper anlole haTe appeued.:,9tatinc t.bat 

plana ~ appl'O'Yftd • 1il t1llg the 1IOl1ld M ~ed. onr 

to the Delaware Sb Forestry De J&Jttaunt t~ edm1n1flltra'ls1 • Del.-

112 , awareana hope the propoaala will go ~ aa 1nd1caw. 

and that lmd thu 11D8111Md tor t&l'III pupo ... , "111 1)e am~:-.--4-



LAND RESOURCES Scarcel7 200 square miles of Delaware's total 

land area of 19'14 sq are mlles:px can bea demed non-adaptable 

for cultivation. This includes a smell area of sand beach of perhaps 

10 sqWU'8 m1.les• swampland totaling 60 square miles• and the balance 

tidal-marsh land--even fran the latter itte. marsh haJ' 1s harvested from 

higher and drier sections. Thus nine-tenths of the 1.263.360 acres 

comprised in the land area of Delaware is t:!.llable. 

~e S1l&JllP 1.and is almost entirel.71n Kent Suaaex Coun 

it lies for them st pa at the heads of sluggish str • It 1s• 

in general. easll7 drained• end even the higher parts of the tidal marsh land 

11a7 be ut11.1zed by cutting drainage ditches. lfuaJa of this lid.al marsh 

land belongs to the State. end units of the Civilian Conservation 

Corps haTe cut ditches through it. ~is work has as 1ts primar7 

object the extel'll11DaUon of the mos qui to• but since the land is 

improved for agricultural. purposes• it may also be referred to as reclamation. 

1he rk of reclamation 1Jl the Big Cypress Swamp has alreadJ" been 

) 

• 
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1887 

1883 
7-7 
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,Middletown Newspapers. 

The Middletown Transcript was the first newspaper 

established in Middletown by Henry Vanderford. The 

paper has changed many hands since ita first issue. 

It is Republican 1n its politics and Thomas s. 
Fouracre is the present F.ditor and Publisher. 

Lewes Newspaper 

The Breakwater Light was first issued by Dr. I.H.D. 

Knowles. It was the only newspaper published 1n the 

town of Lewea. 

Delaware City Newspaper 

The Delaware City News was published by the News 

ublication Company and was edited and managed 

by Chas. W. B. Marshall. 

Harrington Newspapers 

The Harrington Enterprise was conducted by B. 

Howard Johnson, and established by Joseph E. Horney 

and Robert Downs. 

The Harrington Journal estab+ished in 1913 with J. 

Harvey Burgress as Editor and Publisher. Now published. 
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Newark Newsp era. 

Saturday Visitor was established by J. H. Rowlinson, 

who moved 1'rom Centerville, Maryland to ewark 

late in 1875 and de the most remarkable newa-

pa r venture recorded in the history of the State 

eaa. It is said that he had but thirty-five centa 

in hia ocket when he hit the town. Only a tew 

numbera of the V1a1tor were 1asued when the name 

waa chang d to the Record. A little later the name 

changed to the Journal, by a new ag ent. Chang-

ing handa ain the name alao changed to that of the 

l ewark Ledger. Since that time it haa not been 

changed 1n name, but holda ~ high place 1n the ea 

of the State. 

The Un1vera1ty of Delaware Review, 1a issued by the 

College during the academic year with the Students 

ot the Un1vera1ty of laware as the :Editors and 

bl1shera. 

The Bewark Post, wu established aa an Independent 

newspa r~ by the oat Publisling Company. 
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1854 

1881 

Smyrna Newspape~ 

The Delaware Star was Smyrna's first newspaper. 

• itchell was the owner~ and was discontinued 

after a short time. 

The Smyrna Telegrap was started by Samuel L. Jones 

and was discontinued two years after starting. 

Abraham Poulson bought the type and presses. 

The Delaware H~ald ·and Penins 1la Advocate owned and 

published by a temperance advocater Abraham oulson. 

on arch 22, 1854 he sold the paper to his son Thomas 

L. Poulson and Robert D. Hotfecker, and in July of the 

same yea:r • Hoffecker purchased the interest of his 

partner and changed the name to that of the Smyrna 

Times. 

The Smyrna Times, with Robert D. Hoftecker as the 

owner, as established as an independent paper. Later 

he sold the paper to his brother Joseph II. Hof'fecker, 

in 1877 Robert D. Hoffecker again assumed ownership of 

the paper. The paper 1s still published 1n Smyrna. 

The Smyrna Record was started by F. s. Phelps, who sold 

it tn 1886 to Gilberts. Taylor. In 1889 Taylor sold 

the plru1t to John B. Book, who moved it to Clayton and 

established the Clayton Call. In 1897 the plant was 
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"Every Evening" which merged so many of its 

earlier contemporaries was doomed to share a similar fate, 

and accord-uith a previous announcement it 1as ~urchased 

by the oi:mers of its younger contemporary and its issue of 

January 1, 1931 ms under the hypenated title "Journal

h've1-y-Evening" ith a circulation a roximatinc 50,000 

copies every 1eok-de.y afternoon. So the "Journal" .oved 

into its rivals' finely appointed new building. Its 

editorial page names, George Carter and K. A. o. H. Grier, 

editors, under the executiv editorial diroction of ··1111a.m 

r a.ple. 

The Christina Improvement Company, later the 

nows' Journal Company, the ne 1 o ·mers of the nNews-.Journal 

Publishing Company", is handed by Charles H. Ten Tiieges as 

Prezident and controlled by "duPont Interests." 
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1869 

1878 

1886 
July 

1889 

Seaford Newsp@era 

The Seaford Record was established by Donoho and 

Stevena with neutral politics. When Stevena retired 

hia place was taken by his son, who with Donoho 

changed the name of the paper to the Sussex Record. 

In 1872 the paper was sold to a Mr. Kavano of Mary

land, who in turn made two changes in name --- first 

The Sussex Democrat then to the Seaford Democrat. 

The enterprise was not succeastul and was soon abandoned. 

The Seaford Enterprise was started by Joseph F. 

Pennington and 1n that same yee:r it passed into 

control of Thomas N. iill1ams and J.B. Clark, who 

changed the name to that of the Sussex County Index, 

continuing the publication until 1881. In 1881 during 

the summer, the Rev. Jolm Teasdale revived the Seaford 

Enterprise, and in the tall of 1882, disposed of it 

to first one and then another, but like the proverbial 

bad penny --- kept reverting to him. He finally moved 

the plant to Vienna, Maryland. 

The Delaware eek1z Review was begun publication at 

IIarrington, by J.E. Griffenberg who finally at the 

end of seven weeka transferred the office to Seaford. 

Not 1n publication now. 

The Seaford News, is democratic 1n politics with 

• D. Stevens aa Editor and Publisher. 
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References; 

Scharf- -age 463 

Conrad - page - 1114 

Historical Society 

Wilmington Library 

Check List of Union Newspapers. 



Subject: Convention•• 

Aa a rule eaoh ,arty hol.41 a county convention 1n e ch 

count1 ner, two yeara tor the purpoee ot choosing candidates tor 

the Yarioua count1 ottice1 to be tilled Ul4 alao ot aelecting 

delegate• to the State Convention. flle state Convention. of the 

part1 tollon the county convention. It tormulatea a platform. 

and choo••• can414atea tor th• Yar1oua State eleot1Ye ott1c • 

to be tilled. 'l'h1• &1J11t• 1• followed in Kent and sue• ex eount1e. 

In New Cutl• oount1 the maJor1 tr ot the oand14atea are chosen bJ 

prilla.rJ eleot1ona. 



J. F. Pote 
January 29, 1940 

The First Grange in Delaware 

Agriculture 
Organizations 

"On Friday night, J.M. Barr, Esq., Deputy Master for the 

Delaware Peninsula organized at Newport, the first Grange of 

the ~atrons of Husbandry in Delaware. It is known as Diamond 

State Grange, No. l." 

From: - Delaware Republican, Wilmington, Delaware, March 4, 1874. 



( 2 p. total) 

Newark - Reference Notations 
in Vlilminpton Library 

fou~d in the Cabinet Catalogue 
File: St te Drawer: Bibliography 

Origin of Name: 
S.S. between 1916 & 1926. 

11 First Quakers in Delaware: 
About the year 1682 families of Friends arrived and settled 

on the east side of the Brandywine, in New Castle Co. Among them were 
Valentine Hollingsworth, William Stockdale, Thomas Conoway, Adam Sharpley, 
Morgan Druitt, Valentine Morgan, and Cornelius Empson. 

In 1684 a survey of 986 acres of land was made· for Valentine 
Hollingsworth, on Shellpot Creek. The surveyor in ~aking his return 
named the tract "Nev.r Worke. 11 The owner of this land 11th month 7, 1687, 
gave one-half acre for a 1neeting-house and a graveyard. This was na.rned 
the Newark Meeting. 

Another explanation: (Library notation). 
The first settlers said "Here we set up a New Ark." Many old 

records and maps have the name printed as two words II New Ark." 

Scharf: 2:942-48 - Name and places; boundaries in 1772; brief acct. 

Newark and a Lincoln Story (rebel pardoned for going home to see his 
mother. 

Culture center forges ahead. S.S. 5-31-1931. 

Stern. McFarlan & Stern Families . 1885. P.56. D929 .2 qS83 

Newark Business - B. of Trade Journal 7:13 F 1906. D38l·~W68 

Conrad's History - 2: 497-500 1908 

"Looking Around Delaware." M.N. 11-2-1935:9 

Newark and Delaware City Railroad 
r II Pomeroy R.R . 

Newark Brick Conpany - see Industries: Brick 

Newark Country Club Wilm. 5:44 Je 1930 D)51 qW69 v.5 

Newark Female Seminary - see Schools : Private 

First Presbyterian Church of Newark - see churches: Presbyterian Church 

Newark Foundry - see Foundries 

Newark Grange, mo.5 - See Patrons of Husbandry 

Newark .Hotel 

Newspapers: Newark Ledger; Newark Record 

Independent Order of Good Templars - Newark Lodge no.3 

Newark Meeting. Newark M. E. church 
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Refereuce notations in 
hilmington Library Cabine t , 
to town of Nevmrk 

Newark National Bank - see banks & banking 
" New Century Club 

National Society of Colonial Da~es. 
in Delaware, 1916 

A Guide to some Historic Points. 

Newark 

"Settled about 1694. 

D 975.1 N21 

British Ar-:ny pass·ed through Sept.11, 1777, before Battle of Bra.'1dywine. 

Northwest of town, stone marking the point o~ Mason & Dixon's Line 
where boundaries of Delaware, Maryland and Pennsylvania intersect. 

Delaware College l834, originally Newark Academy, 1767. Chartered 
by Penns 1769. 

Deer Park Hotel. On this site stood St. Patrick's Inn 1750; a 
famous hostelry. 

Head of Christina Church, 1708, rebuilt 185·8. 

i'lhite Clay Creek Church, 1720; rebuilt 1853. 

Revised 1925: 

no different information. 

Harland - nothing 
Wise -(Some Mansions of Delaware- nothing) 

Newark 

The Charles Madison Company. Art Work of Delaware. pub. in 12 parts. 
1898. 

Part 5: Illus.; Delaware College, Newark 
Part 8: Illus.: Old Academy, Newark 
Part 9: p.15- Newark is the seat of Delaware College and of the famous 

Newark Academy, established in 1741, which sent forth so many educated 
contributed to public usefulness. The town has a pacturesque situation in 
a thriving agricultural region, and abounds in Revolutionary reminiscences 
connected with military movements prior to the Battle of Bra dyviTine. 
The business of the town largely pertains to the wants of the students; 
im addition it has a brick .. ard and factory for making hammocks and gauze 
goods. It has several societies, tmgether with a library association. 
Population about 1,200. 
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Wm. H. Conner 
December 15, 1938 Education 

Extract from the Delaware and Eastern-Shore Advertiser, September 19, 

1799. 

Notice 

The Trustees of Newark Academy are notified, That the third 

Wednesday (the 18th inst) of September, is the day appointed for 

the Semi-Annual Meeting of the Board of Trustees -- at which time 

the Members are requested to attend. 

Sept. 7. 



• H. Forb a 
Aug. 13, 1940 

LL STONE ON BRANDIWI ED IVE 

Cit! a and Towns 
Wilmington 

The Mill Stone on the Brandywine Drive at Adams 

Street a tor more than one hundred 1ears 1n a grist mill, 

at what is known as Barle1 Mill Dam, near the foot of Jackson 

Street. The mill property aa omed by the CanbJ family from 

1746 to 1883; 1n the latter year it was purchased by the City 

to become a part of Brandywine Park. 

Refereno t Board of Park Commissionere. 
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Motor Vehicle Laws (Di est): aximum speed, 45 mi.; in 
thickly populated sections of cities and towns, 25 m1. 
Minimum age for operators, 16 years; for chauffeurs, 18 
y ars. No license required of non-residents ho carry 
valid licenses from their home state or country. 
Unlicensed non-residents mny lawfully use their motor 
vehicles in this State for 30 days in a year, if their 
home state or country does not require licensing of 
operators or chauffeurs, if they carry registration card 
evidencing valid registration in their home state or 
country and if tl1eir vehicles display the number plate 
or plates issued in their home state or country. Every 
person driving a motor vehicle is required to carry the 
registration card thereot, or be able to produce it 
within twenty-four hours under penalty. Two auxiliary 
driving lamps and two spot lamps are permitted. 

Pass to left of all vehicles except trolleys; 
al aye pass trolleys to right when a travelable highway 
passage exists thereat. Give audible arning to driver 
of vehicle about to be passed outside business and resi
dental sections. Keep to right hen passing intersections 
of high aya, or highways and rail ays. Stop at "thru
-highwaya." Stop at least ten feet behind trolleys dis
charging or taking on passengers and do not proceed until 
every passenger has either boarded or reached a sidewalk, 
except ate. "Safety Zone," where a full stop is not 
obligatory, passage may be effected at a speed not greater 
than ten miles per hour and with due regard for the safety 
of pedestrians. Use hand signals -- and regard all tratfic 
signs and signals. Vb.en leaving motor vehicle unattended 
set the brakes, stop the motor and turn front heels to 
curb or side of hi hway. Stop at scene of accident, give 
proper identification and reasonable assistance to any or 
all other persons concerned, and within 24 hours report 
accidents resulting in personal injury, or property damage 
of $50 or more, to the nearest State Highway Police 
station; or,if in Wilmington, to the Dept. of Public 
Safety. 

Do not coast with gears in neutral. Do not park 
on highways. Do not pa a another vehicle at a curve or 
upon the crest of a grade, except when the highway is 
visible for 500 feet ahead, or there are two or more lanes 
for the movement of traffic in your direction. Do not use 
a "muffler cut-out." Do not allow any person on the front 
seat who might prevent safe riving. (For local traffic 
regulations see Information on Wilmington, p._) 



State Las: 

Fish Las (Di est)1 Game fish of fresh-waters are defined 
aa bass, brook trout, ~arp, crappie, eel, pickerel, pike, 
shad, stur eon, sunfish and yello neds. Game fish of 
tide-waters are defined as carp, eel, herring, rock, shad, 
sturgeon an trout or ea ish. 

Open Se sons for Fishing in Fresh-waters (dates inclusive): 
Shad and sturgeon, ar.1-June 10; brook trout, April 16• 
-Aug. 15; bass, June 25- eb. l; pickerel and pike, J e 25-
-i r. l; carp, Au. 10-June 1; eel (with net in Kent co.), 
Sept. 16-Nov. 29; eel (with hook and line), crappie, sun
fishJ nd yello ned, no close season. 

Open Seasons for Fishing in Tide- aters 
Herring and had, ar. 1-June 10; trout 
net), July 1-June 10; rock ( 1th net), 
eel, and sturgeon (with net), no close 
Game and Ffsh 001 issioners may shorten 
seasons. 

(dates inclusive)s 
or weak fiRh (with 

ov. 1-. ay l; carp, 
season. Board ot 
or close fishing 

Licenses: Non-resident, full term, 7.50; for six ooneec
ut!ve days from date of issue, 3.25. 1 o license required 
of persons under age of 16, and wohlen accompanied by parson 
who s legally fishing. No license required to fish with 
hook and line in Delaware River, Dela are Bay, Atlantic 
Ocean and Indinn River Inlet. Licenses may be obtained from 
any justice of the peace; proof of citizenship is required. 

Limits, DailJ: Bass, brook trout, pickerel and pike, 6; 
er pp!e, sun ish, y llo ned, 12. No brook trout less than 
6 inches) no ss, pickerel, pike, rock ( 1th net), and 
trout or iea fish ( 1th net) less than 10 inches; no eel 
lea than 12 inches; no sturgeon less than 4•1/2 feet. 

Prohibited: Possession of more than twice the daily limit
- or game fish. Takin rock fish ighin more t n 20 
pounds. Fishin with hook and line not under immediate 
observation. Setting or placin any fyke, net, seine or 
trap or other similar ovice in any fresh-waters, except 
those subject to regular tide and the Clesapeake and ela-

r Canal. Net fishing on Sunday. 



Jl: qs ,f 

Game Laws (Digest): Gaie animals are defined as fox, frog, 
mink, muskrat, opossum, otter, bit, raccoon, skunk,and 
squirrels of the black, fox, and ray species. Grune birds 
n::-e defined as cock pheasants, coots, dove, gallinules, 
goeae, quail, rails, snipe, sora, wild duck and woodcook. 

Open Seasons for Hunti~ Animals (dates inclusive): Frog, 
ay 1-Dec. 31; gray squrre1, Sept. 15- ov. lJ fox, hunting 

with dog onl7, Oct. 1-Aprll 30J opol:"R,_,~, ,:lnd raccoon, Nov.l
-Jan. 15; rabbit, black s~uirrel snd fox squirrel, Nov. 15• 
Dec. 31; minK, muekrat, otter and skunk, Dec. 1- ar. 10, but 
on embanked meadows n New Castle Co. tho close of the 
muskrat season is 4ar. 20. 

Open Seasons for Hunting Bird (date 1ve)1 
Gall1nules, rails (except oootu); and sora, Sept. l-Nov.30J 
dove, Set. 15-Nov. land Nov. 16-Nov. 30; woodoook,oct.15-
-Nov. l4J quail, Nov. 15-Dec. 31; cock pheasants, Nov. 16-
•Nov. 21; coots, geese, snipe and wild duck, Nov. 26- Deo. 
25. Board of Game and Fish Commis~iune~~ m£.y Lhorten or 
close hunting seasona. 

Licenses: Non-resident, full term, $15.50; for five consecu
tive daya from date of issue, $5.50. No license required 
of persons under age of 15 when accompanied b7 person who 
is legally hunting. Licenses may be obtained from any justice 
of the peace; proof of c.tizenship is required. 

Limits, Dail7z frog, 24; rabbit, black squirrel and fox 
squirrel, gray squirrel, 6; cock pheasants, 2J coots, dova, 
gallinulest quail, sora, 12J geese, woodcock, 4J rails (ex
cept cootsJ, snipe, 15J wild duck, 10. 

Limits, Posseseiont Geese, rails (except coots), snipe, 
wild duck, woodcock, same as daily limits; frog, rabbit, 
black squirrel and fox squirrel, gray squirrel,* cock 
pheasant, quail, sora, twice the daily limits; coots, gall1-
nulea, 15; dove, 20. * Not more than six cock pheasants 
may be taken in a season. 

Permitteds Coots, ducks and geese may be taken from 7 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Standard Time. Dove, gallinules {except coots), 
rails, snipe and oodcook may be taken from 7 a.m. standard 
Time to sunset. 

Prohibited: :nterin upon someone else's land to shoot game 
or take muskrats without permission. Taking dove and water
-fowl wit the aid of bait or live water-fowl decoys. Taking 
migratory- game birds, except with a shot gun not larger than 



No 10 auge, and c p ble of holdin not mo~o than three 
shells. Takin beaver, deer, brant, bufflehead duck, 
ca ,v a k due, ~cdhoad duck, ruddy duck, stnmner duck, 
1 ad-duck, Roa' oooe, snow oose, plover, yello legs, 
ree bird, s an,and ild turke:r -- at any time. Selling 
or shippin fox or ox hide. Hunt:.i.ng 1th firearms or 

o n S day. 

: A " i ra tory Bird Hunting t1trunp is required 
-,,.-&--- peraon over e of 16 hu.ntin ducks an gecae. 

Liquor Laws (Di eat): Intoxicants are sold in three 
classes of lie nsed st b13s ent, those which may sell 
£rom 9 a.m. to 12 midnight for consumption on the iemi.es 
onl:r, those hich 4Y sell from 9 a.m. tc .m. for 
consumption of the premises only, nd those hich may 
sell from 9 a.m. to 12 midnight for consumption both on 
and off the premises. No intox:i.canta are old on Sunday, 
Christmas Day,and polling time of an election day. 
Except beer, no intoxicants are sold on J'nly 4, Labor Day, 
Armistice y and Thank giving Day. 

Prohibited: Sale of intoxic nts to minor. Consumption 
of int xicant hile stand!~ in a licensed public stab
lishment. 

Other la a aff oting tourists: "Any p ~son ~ho shall· 11-
fu117, negligently or maliciously cut bark from, cut down, 
unroot, injure, destroy or remove a tr e or trees, shrub 
or shrubs, or any part or parts tbereot, gro ing or standing 
u on the land_[ o another, iithout the written consent of 
the owner, or shall ilfully, negligently or mal oiousl7 
do or cnus to be one any other aot to the damage of said 
1 nd or trees or shrubs ro in t ereon shall be guilty or 
a mi deme nor." It is unlawful to "sever a imb or br nah 
from any holly tree or cedar or other evergreen trees or 
saplings of any kin, rowi or standing on lands omed 
by another, without the con ont of sue owner." It is un-
la ful to set fire on someone else's property, J thout 
permission. 1Vh.1ppin posts are retained to punish some 
criminals, and camera or picture-taking device is pro
hibited "at or near" them. 





ITALIAN NEWSPAPERS READ IN VJIUTINGrrc1N 

Il Popolo di Italio. (Printed in Philadelphia.) 

Il Progresso. (Italian and American paper printed in 
Philadelphia . Main office in New York.) 

Il Fuco. (Printed in Wilmington .) 

The Observe r·,;'L 'Osservatore" 

CLUBS AND ASSOCIATIONS 

Sons of Columbus. 

St. Anthony's Nev,man Club, consisting of boys and girls attending 

Wilmington High School. 

St. Anthony's Catholic Club. 

Construction Committee Club. (Mr. di Sabatino and Agostino 

Fortunati . Meetings are held at St. Anthony's Hall.) 

Holy Name Society. 

St• Vincent de Paul Jociety. 

,Tiraclous liedal Society. 

Chain Club. 
Sons of Italy . 



FOREI3-N LANGUA }E GROUPS IN TH~ vrnING N LABOR UNIONS 

The Italian Sons of Labor is the only or6anization of its 

kind in Vilmington, although the Masons Union is composed mostly 

of Italians. The organization meets at Sons of Columbus Hall, 

1715 est 4th Street, and the secretary of both groups is 

Mr. A.S. Bernardino. The Italians also can be .found in the 

Bricklayers Union and the Hod Carriers and Building Laborers 

Union. Women of this group, employed in the shirt factories, 

are members of the International Ladies' Garment Workers' Union. 

The Polish Group can be found predominately in the ieather 

rades. The Leather Workers Local No . 69 meetsat Polish Library 

Hall, Maple and Vanburen Streets and the other, the National 

Leather Workers Association meets at the Polish Ball, 0 hestnut 

and Adams Streets. The women of this grouJ can also be found in 

the International Ladies' Garment Workers' Union . 



James B. Cheyney 
March 1, 1940 

NiWSPAPER filSTOTIY ~f / 
Anecdotes 

lopaedfo. Fila 
Early in the Reconstruction Days following the Civil 

War, a large delegation of ardent Delaware Republicans 

hastened to .Vashington to urge upon President Lincoln their 

views regarding the future of the Negro,and the importance of 

appointing administrative federal officials from the ranks of 

stelwart Republicanism,, Joshua T. Heald was the outstanding 

member of the delegation and its spokesmant In formally 

presenting the views of the delegation to the President he 

concluded with the statement: 11 It should be remembered, 

Mr. President, that we are the representative men of the 

State - the 'heavy weights.-'" 

President Lincoln, obviously not impressed with the 

imnortance of the request or being in entire accord with the 

objectives of the Republicans of Delaware, smilingly, and 

with a twinkle in his eye, responded: "But aren't you 

gentlemen afraid that with all Delaware's heavy weights absent 

at one time that the little State will tilt or overturn?u 

The delegates, expecting an affirmative resuonse to 

their appeals, looked wonderingly at one another and bowing 

themselves out of the White House, silently proceeded to the 

Railroad depot and took the first Delaware bound train. 
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James B. Cheyney 
March 4, 1940 

:NEWSPAPER HISTORY 
Anecdotes 

Stealing was defined by Jerry to Hercules, his fellow

slave on a Delmarva plantation, in the explanation that the 

theft of a turkey from "Mars' Jimmy's" apple tree was justified 

by the fact that the same master owned the turkey and the 

"niggers." Jerry's ruling on the question is ingenious: 

"Dar's Mars' Jimmy's turkeys up in de apnle tree. You an' me 

is Mars' Jimmy's niggers, belong to Mars' Jimmy. If you and me 

eat one of de turkeys what harm be that to Mars' Jimmy? What 

he lose from the apple tree he gains in the health and strength 

of we boys, don't he. Turkey still is his 1 n ain't it?" 

Methodism on the Peninsula, Rev. Robert N. Todd, 1 vol. p. 1'75. 

Methodist Book Concern, Philadelphia. 1886. 



James B. Cheyney 
February 29, 1940 

""); 
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NE\!~PA P T ...... fJHSTORY 
Anecdotes 

neycelopaedia Filo 

Soon after his first inauguration President Abraham Lincoln 

summoned George P. Fisher, Delaware's representative in Congress, 

and Benjamin Burton to the White House to discuss his plan for 

the purchase and liberation of all the slaves in the State with 

the view of inducing the States in the entire South to immediately 

adopt the same policy and thus abolish slavery without resort to 

ar.ms,which was already impending, 

While deeply absorbed by the plan, the President's youngest 

son, Willie, nicknamed "Tad" (who died in 1862) burst into the 

Executive office to disnlay to his admiring father his new shirt, 

the first one with a tail that he had worn. The tail signified 

then when the boys of those times had put aside their swaddling 

clothes and were well on their way to manhood. 

After expressing his approval of the appendage, the 

President turned to h is callers and informed them with a chuckle 

and a smile: here thinks his wearing for the first 

time a shirt with a tail is of greatly more importance than my 

plans for the abolition of Slavery, and I am sure that you 

gentlemen from Delaware will add to my boy's happiness if you 

i nspect his shirt tail," 

They each viewed it as 11 1rad11 was exceedingly proud as an 

emblem of his attaining the age of real boyhood~ After this 

cursory examination of the shirt tail which 11 Tadn had displayed 

by drawing it carefully above the top of his pants, the beloved 

son of President Lincoln bowed himself out of the room after 

kissing his father who fondly hugged the lad1who soon was called 

by death. 

As told by Daniel Burton. 



Location - Lewes, Sussex County 

Submitted by - George R. Carey 

Date - February 21, 1936 

Topic: FOLKLORE 

.X ½• 
File ✓j-242 

Lewes, having always been a town where seamen have 

gathered, has many auaint beliefs regarding the waters border

ing this section. One which he.5 boe-n handed down since the 

days of Captain Kidd :Ls:.: t certain stages of the moon a 

phantom ship may be seen sailing up and down the Lewes Creek. 

It is supf osed to be that great pirate looking for a place to 

bury his loot. Even today, many believe that part of his 

treasure lies hidden in the capes east of the town. 

Another superstition is to never turn a ship across 

the sun when starting out on a cruise. To break the jinx 

that will surely follow, the ship must be put b~ck in port 

and re-start the voyage. In many c&ses disregard to this 

pre~aution t as caused great loss and several of the present 

captains are very careful not to cross t he sun when going out. 

To burn a 11 bad 1.-reather witch 11 has often happened 

when boats have been subjected to continuously unfqvorable 

conditions. This ceremony is done by making an effigy of a 

witch and to attack it with knives or guns and t h en burn it. 

It is carried out vfith the utmost so::!..emnity and seriousness. 

When the treasure seeking s11.ip, Liberty, wa s kept from her 

salvage work by persisting bad weather, this rite was c~rried 

out in 1935. 
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:Ouring the days of ship building in .uewes, it was 

considered necessary to put silver or gold money in the step 

of a mast. This is the block of wood that holds the heel of 

the mast in the snip. That frecaution insured the masts or 

ship from coming to grief in a bad blow. 

A strong belief that the movement of the tide can be 

determined by observing a c·.1t I s eyes, holds among many of the 

fisherman. When the pupils are small it is low water. It is 

said that the cause of increasing and decreasing is the "power 

of the moon. 11 

During the times that wells and springs were used for 

supplying water, all types of dippers for drinking were avail

ablebut none had the charm of the "left-handed" coneh. The 

conch builds a spiral shell that twists to the right in most 

all cases. Rarely does the shell turn to the left. Water 

taken from such a shell is the purest in the world and gives 

long life and health. This idea probably arose from the fact 

that the ones with the right rurn are unsuited for holding in 

the right hand. 

'rhe older farmers in this vicinity carefully study 

the stages of the moon before attempting to carry out many of 

their labors. To plant seed or butcher are two of the main 

duties for which vigilance is needed. If any animal is killed 

on the decrease af the moon, the meat will decrease while 

cooking. Likewise it vlill swell if killed on the increase. 

Seed planted will come to the top if on the increase and will 

go down if on the decrease of the lunar body. 
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Many ideas for control of the weather have been 

practiced. To burn an old shoe would cause the wind to change, 

but for a sure rain, a broom is burned. Burning a broom is 

supposed to have much more power than to hang a snake on the 

fance after being killed. 

Breaking a mirror has no more horrors than to bring 

a hoe in the house. Families have moved to another residence 

when this incident has happeneQ. Farmers have been known to 

rush to shelter with their hoe, not realizing what they had 

done. All mishaps afterward were blamed on that terrible a ct. 

When hominy is made, to burn the cobs from which the 

corn was taken is a certain way for the hominy to become 

scorched while cooking. Corn cobs have always been used as a 

help for fuel but the hominy cobs were thrown away. 

The horse show, a symbol of good luck, has no strength 

if hung with the caulks turned downward. That allows the luck 

to drain from the shoe. It must be placed with the caulks 

upward to retain the luck. 

Among the roots and herbs that ~ive strength and mag

n i tude to the possessor, the two greatest are known as rrRasslin' 

Jack" and 11 Conquorin 1 Tom. 11 The negro believe that to chew on 

"Rasslin 1 ,Tack" and have it in the pockets would enable them to 

throw all opponents at wrestling. To plait the roots and carry 

it in their pockets for i mmediate use was practiced. 11 Conquorin 1 

Tomrr was a root that guaranteed sure results for the young man 

who wished to II s -Jark 11 a certain girl -9.nd had little encourage

ment. It must be chewed and rubbed on the body. These roots 

have been prarettically lost to the knov1ledge of those living in 

this locality today. 
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An old phrase, 11 if you want 'em to come back, get 

a stick and turn their track," was often used b7~ those 

believing in the power of directing others by thought. If 

someone left you and it vms agai ... st you wil.', all you mm,t do 

is to reverse the urint of the right foot without disturbing 

tlie dirt in which it is made. This was done by dig,,...ing under 

it with a thin board like a shingle and repl9.cing the imorint 

in the opposite direction. If the left track is turned, you 

may never see the object of your thoughts again. 

'11he old custom of "roastinr; eggs" has occasionally 

been done in recent years. The younger folks form a party to 

go to an abandoned house, reputed to have a gpost, to roast 

the eggs. A fire is built in the fire place and the g0gs 

placed in a row along the hearth. The party then sits in the 

far end of the room avray from the fire. lt _. s supposed that 

the future mate vlill come in the house and turn the egg of one 

of the grolj.p. 

1 he best cure for warts or skin blemishes known to 

the "old folks" is 11 0oz water." This is the water collected 

in a hollow stump. We get the full benefit of the treatment 

and for a sure cure, after washing, one must never look b~ck 

when leaving the stump. 



FOLKWAY 
(Bevans, Vol. 1, page 9) 

It was a common belief from earliest times that the 

Finns possessed particular powers of performing supernatural 

things. In Sweden, they were looked upon as masters in the 

art of witchcraft and sorcery and their reputation followed 

them to America. Lasse, the Finn, and Karim, the Finnish 

woman, were accused of witchcraft and separated from the 

main settlement during the time when Printz was Governor. 

Some of these customs show much imagination against those who 

practiced witchcraft in Puritan colonies. 

Some Superstitions 

If a Psalm Book should be placed beneath the head 

of an infant, it would prevent it being exchanged for an elf 

child by the evil spirits. 

When a cow was sold, a bunch of hair was taken from 

her and preserved to prevent good luck from leaving the house 

with the cow. 

If milk were spilled into the fire, salt should always 

be thrown in to prevent misfortune. 

To prevent rain from falling during harvest-time, read 

the Lord's Prayer backwards. A cross should be cut into the 

broom to prevent witches from riding on it. If a spinning wheel 

were kept going after six o 1 clock on Saturday evening, the sheep 

would not prosper. A little of each course from the Christmas 

table ahould be taken on Christmas morning and given to the 

cattle to preserve them against witchcraft. 



-
WITCHCRAFT 

Belief in witchcraft was prevalent and super

stition played a large role in the life of the s•ttlers. 

It was believed that at midnight, tije hour of the birth 

of Christ, the flame of a candle was split in two, the 

cattle in barns would rise up and have the power of 

speech for a short time but no man could dare be present. 

A Danish farmer who tried to see this was roughly 

handled. c.._ __ ) 

I 
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T}_E I,_yS'l'LRY OF MORDI"r;GTON MILLS 

-1-

2'-1-• 
r r 

Do you believe in ghosts? No? ~~11, neither do I, but 

evidently ,,!rs. Holcomb does. 

The old brick house encased with fir trees does have a 

ghost-like appearance, but no one ever thou~ht that any of the 

tales told about it were true. lhis old house has large chains 

fastened into the cellar walls where slaves were fastened. 

Several other slave quarters have recently been torn down to make 

way for more modern buildings. Last year this hnuse was bought 

by ·r. ~olcomb and hearing her tell of her experiences in this 

olci haunted house, v1hich is knovm as 1 ordin~ton Mills. 

One evening . ,rs. Holcomb was at home with tvm servants • 

She retired at an early hour and did not go to sleep immediately. 

Later she heard light foot-steps in the hall. 'l'hinking it was her 

maid she did not become alarmed. ~he door opened ancJ. i:rs. Holcomb 

spoke without turning her head. 

11 Come in, },ancy." 

"I am Tom's daue;hter," came a faint reply from the fir,ure 

in the doorway. 

Lrs. Holcomb sat up in bed and gazed at the beautiful' mulatto 

zirl before her. Thus she sat, unable to voice her emotions, while 

the girl wandered aimlessly around the room repeating, 'II am Tom's 

daughter." 

:B inally ~-rs. :-!olcomiJ got control of herself and ran from tlie 

roori, calline; the servants. U on th.air return to the room, they 

found it empty. 
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..• rs. : olcomb i":mediately set to wor~ looking up old 

records of the house. In one record she found that a rich young 

slave-trader had once occupied the house and carried on slave 
\ 

trade with J.:Jngland.. ~.e had bo• 1.ght a lovely mulatto girl who vras 

the daughter of Tom Butchman, a vab-:-able old slave of the :::;outh. ,,.. 

'Ihe young master was overcome by 1'lossie 1 s beauty, and tormented 

her with his incessant love-making. rie molested her so much that 

she ran off. 

}lossie roame6 about the country for two weeks, trying to 

get to the ~outh to see her father, but she was captured and 

brought back to her master, who h.ae. chained her in the cellar. 

After a week of riunfushment she was again set at liberty. i:er 

Pmster asked her if she would willingly submit to his affections, 

and she became so infuric.ted that she tried to kill him. lie 

locked her for two days in a bedroom where she had neither food 

nor drink. rr'he next morning she was found lying on the ground 

under her bedroom window with a broken neck. 

H1,ell, 11 said urs • .nolcomb, carefully foldir g the record, 

11 'ahat do yo 1 think of that? 11 

"It is a puzzling a.:'fair, 11 answered her husband, 11 but yet 

----Say, here is an idea! It's only a hunch, but it does sound 

rea.sonable. You know we were planning to remodel that fireplace 

in your room'? ,Jell, maybe she hid something in there and came 

back to warn us not to disturb it. \I .... ow dot.-s that sound to you? 

Mr. and 1:rs. holcom.b retired to the latter I s bedroom 

with trowel and hammer. 'I'he searching continued until the late 

hours of the ni~ht. 
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11 Oh, the devil l" exclaimed i,,r. ..,olcomb, throwing down the 

trowel with disgust, 11 le should have had more sense than to start 

this in thefirst pla"e. 11 

.. rs. '"olcomb lay in bed long 1.fter her husband had left 

the room. When everything became quiet she sli~ped :rom the bed, 

lighted a candle, and kneeling before the fireplace, took up her 

trowel and began to work. So absorbed was she in her work that 

she did not hear the long black car that drew up the long drive 

under the trees thrt shaded the lane. 

1hree men climbed. stiffly out of the car and made their 

way silently up tne lane, concealing themselves behind a boulder 

of rock in tne dark shadow of a willow. Prom their position they 

could watch the house without being seen. 

Shivering in the cold, they watched the light in the upper 

window. Une of them, restless, slapped his hands together to re

store circu~ation in his cold fingers. 

"Can thatl 11 hissed the ,arning voice of the leader. 

''Say, Pill, a I int this sorta risky? You ~now the fireplace 

is in the lady's bedroom. ~up~ose you get caught1 

Ii Shet up.! I'm runnin' this shebang l If I get caught I 111 

gr&b the dame and bring her along. If a ghost couldn't run 'em out 

we'll see what 'Slick Bill' can do. You stay here while I goes up 

and looks over the lay." 

The window shades were partly up, and at one of the windows 

he carefully raised himself above t.nt., sill and cautionly .1:ieered 

within. 

urs . ~olcomb was about to give up in despair when her trowel 

struck something hard. She reached dovm into the ashes and drew forth 
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her hand holding a large leather bag . 

11 1y Heavens! 11 exclaimed ,rs . H!blcomb , 11 I do believe I have 

found a--- 11 She said no more , for a large hand was clapped over 

her mouth while another hand snatched the bag from her trembling 

fingers . vvhy was the room rockinrr in su~h a crazy :'ashion'? Who 

had blown out the candle? ~vhy was everything so- -- so dark'? 

1hen ,rs . olcomb regained consciousness she found herself 

lying upon the floor in a corner of a cabin . She knevi' that much by 

the rough beams above her head and the log walls . She lay quietly 

upo~ her back, staring intently at the roof . Her head ached 

dully and her br ain was in a whirl . It was as if she were dreaming . 

wearily she closed her eyes and turned to relieve the ache . A stab 

of pein that shot thro1.1.gh the top of her head brought a groan . 

Tears sprang to her eyes , but she turned away to hide them, because 

someone was opening the door . 

"Here I s some coffee , Lady . 11 ·rhe man came in with a cup of 

steaming brew . He slipped his arm beneath ilrs . ,.olcomb I s head and 

raised her while she drank the coffee . 

Later in the day the man crune back with food . It was a ro1>gh 

fare, but he persuaded ~.rs . Holcomb to eat something which seemed to 
, 

give her strenr,th and stop the whirling of her brain . The man refused 

to talk and would not allow her to ask auestions . 

She was much im~roved in the morning , but still too weak to 

think of lea vine her blankets , so she contented herself v1i th thinkins 

over the situation in which she found herself. 

11 1hy did the~ take me away? ':hey won't tell me . They say 

they won't hurt me if l don't ma'%e trouble, and they say that::: 

can e;o in a few days . 'n too closely guardeG. to . ret away '.)y mysl:llf . 
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1 c·n't fip;"..lre it out, 11 thour;.ht .. rs. olcomb aloud . 1hat p-ood 

keepin ne a Drisoner would do anybody is inore than I can see . 

'fuey haven't s~iid anytLine::; that would eive me: a hint . " 

rs . Holcomb must have fallen asleep with her thouehts , for 

she suddenly became avmre that soneone was in t,,e room with her . 

As she turned to look into the rough features of the man beside her 

''.le said, in his most :::;entle manner, "Sorry to disturb you, :Wady, 

but we :ot to be leavin' t~is place . I hope you feels better now, 

'cause we are e;oing to take you home . " 

"Hell, that is a pleasant su.rprise I must admit . But let 

me tell yoP one thing • .hlthough I am a poor weak woman: will not 

leave here until you tell n why:;:: w2s brought here in the first 

place . 11 

II 11 ~, I .. e , 1 ,a am, thincs like this happen to :'olks 'vho don't r1ind 

their ovm business. 11 

11 00 you nean to say 1 was not minding my own a.."fairs? I 

was just peacefully in my own home and I an sure I was doing nothing 

to bother you . " 

11 10 , Lady, but you Moved in on us kind of sudden like . " 

"~Ioved in on yo·:..? Stop telling ri(dles and explain this 

to me before I die of ~us,0n~n. '' 

" :o:u , yo".1 see , v;e didr.' t know the old. n0·J.se ·.1f;.i ~,sen 1:),::, 6,, t 

&nd we- -- well, we sorta h d a hide-out in the old place . ke pal 

and me buried that sack that you due up in the fireplace , and-- - " 

'';Jha :; was in that sack I found , T would. like to knov,? 11 

11 : t was Money, .a I run . ioney we pot from --- well, it's none 

of your bus.:ness where we ~ot it . " 



''"'"ou need not tell me hflt, but I knov, yo'l did not '--'e-1; it 

'1onestly. : roceed. '' 

'' ,ell, you iropred in one day \Vhen we wa9n't ex:actly 1 s::->ectin' 

con:1any, so '7e vamoosed, intendins -:o come ack ~or t 1e :money. hen 

we decided to ;o back and <..,et it t 1ere .You rms, hole.ins it up and ~m 
·lof', tinr; over it. iarn I t ~1oth.:.n' to do 'Jut ·ral> o,· along ,.,,::_ t', 

tc.e uoney 'till we could 11.ide it in a safe place." 

'' v1ell, : am bezim. ing to see 1 \::;ht, 1?ut ~ c,on I t 1 mder~ tand 

about--about the c) os t. ....10 yoa xnow anything s. iout tl:'E' t? 11 

II "'h V 1 sure, Lady, 11 he .,aid :ri t;h a broad rrin. '''Ihr t was a 

right clever ·:dea, even if it did start yo"J.. sear chin 1 .in t·1.e ,:: · re

r-lace. Vou see, wh·le we was stayin' t'lere we found thct record. 

vnen we had to go leave -: e 'lloney 1-,e thnu,:;ht naybe we C'>"J..ld scare 

you off and we could c0me back to t 1e 11. use "-~ai.'.:. lbat zhos t 

you saw W"f.' the dau,.·1ter of t rn cook h,.,re in his shuck whatls 

been coo1dn' y mr meals fer you. 11 



Submitted by Chas. Prettyman. Folklore 

LOCATION - Sussex Co. 

SUPF..RSTITI0 1S 

Ho.,.a mu.at 1J. k1.ll d on thff "light of the moon' 01· 

·he meat r· lJ. s .. r:t lk. 

very bing thnt is ut .nt t e ,round nmst be ple.nt

o 0~1 ~he "dar · of tr:-e moonu or 1 t will ot proauce a good 

crop. 

If tl ere ar~ ·bushes or eeds th.at ax•e in the wR.y 1 cut 

them on August the thirteenth and t11oy ,J.ll nevo:r co e 1 i:, again. 

Cut ood o S ;1tembar ;he twanty-t,,.ir cl and \ or ·!la ·111 

re•er et into t. 



ha,s,en The shores of .LJelA.ware Bay~ searched 

treasures that Ca1Jtain Kidd was supposed to 

3ro 

again~ again for the 

have cached deep in the 

//iiit/i/ sands ,at some conjectural points along the western l:liMr 

waterway. ':'h1occasional plowing up ~pots of old coins on :N"--..i. far:::ns 

revivified the hunt which perhaps will go on for years to comet Tradi

dition that the piratical Kidd had secreted his treasures along the 

Delaware bay was further upheld by the circumstance that he made 

many raids on vessels in the bay and had robbed them dofn_ to, their 

last item mf worth, The\11unt\howeve~ s~~~~g~~~g~ has never been entire 

abandoned but is spurred to ~ renewed effort by the finding of mone~r 

along 

the1 

-of the 1 bay bearing dates, ~ ( 

visits of the manrauder. 

1 with 

"aptain 

Yidd's last visit th Delawares was with a ship laden 1w'th valuable 

plunder from rew England After anchoring his craft fiW! o~9ff off .Lewes , 

he went ashore and induced some of the citizens to buy largely of his 

stolen cargo and after they had sold their shares of the treasures the:r 

were apprehended by William Penn's officials l charged w ith pro111otion 
.,~,._,UJ 

of illegitimate trade. Soon after the terror of the seas made theLewes 

deal he was captured and taken to England where he was haneed protest
ing his innocence. 

Paddy lJabncy o/§f)Oyster Point Md.,declared that ~he met 
) 

the Diabolical )Sea wolf~s ghost as he was eoing ho~e fron the 

village tavern on night in 1836 135 ~ years after Kidd had been 
) 

11.£~.v::t:>7 
put to death in Enr,land., Paddy Md=t recoi::;nized tl-o ghos1after vip,olng 

j~~ffl~@-as Kidd's t:J;:0m,,a141 portrait, he had seen years before. 

Ee followed the vision which lead him into a wooded tract where ~£122 1 

I 
he saw playing at bowls. with a party of devils. Dabney was full~r 

convinved that the pirate had sold himself to the devilt 
~ewsnaper clippines; 

r ;1 ths and ]Legends of eur ewn land, ,harles J;. Skinrrner 
, 2 vols ~ th ed. 

Lippincott, Philadelphia, 189G 
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Taking he 'eat 

3 \ I 

Delawareans of earlier da.,rs acted upon the traditon that it was sure to 

invite misfortune if the ~ry cats and their kittens were not tf>.lren 

along when families removed from one hone to alfie'fti~!' a new one. 'I'he same 

superstitious belief was general throughout the colonies,and later the 
a.. 

states~ LevN,.ng Pussey behind is supposed to arouse some occult form 

of retaliation in the fellne nature, the desert ion of bl8ck cats 

was smpposed to bring the most fearsome aftermet1;,for tradition dec

lared that the black cat had the pov,er to transform itsself into an abode 

for witches whose spells it was empowered to turn loosev~ at any 

moment especially to avenge an:~ wrong that had been inflicted upor 
~ ~-

~le f~, Pussy was also believed to have some mysterious 
O!-

euft as weather profit and it was not doubted that t.lit&tt..iltt.a cat washing 

it ,.,face was an unfailing token offn approaching rainstorm 1• In later da:,rs 

pussy has been stripped of all power for evil and~ is very apt to 

r ewspaper Clippin~s. 
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Louis Tredenick) the first saloon l'"eeper flong the R~p§p~g 
t 

Re 1oboth a~ statesman of national promin--

ence to have been the number 1 pirate of the little stat~. 3efore conin: 
._ ~ II ' 

to JJela·ware~ abol't the middle of the last century /Il,.Q had been an animal 
\I tt 

tra~ner and followed the bi[ top a few years I n1:q:fi@@5~but he found the 

§fl:tB~i!!f a strip of seasbore on the Southern coast of lJelavrare a site 

that seemingly met "1.:.th his full approval,- He erected thereon a shack which 

was chinked with tin can ms:ts1•,and opened a bar. ?atrons were often 
t' ,· I I 

treated to denonstrations ofpnis control of animals,especially a mare that 

fo11't(ed his commands as if she were human, He would put her throufh the 

puces and have her walk lame I Everybody was astonished but he did not 
J 

in~orm them that at night in times of severe storms he strppped a lentern , 

around the horses neck nd had her lirip up an down the coast f'or hours, 

The light was su9,posed to have been a friendly invitation to a place 
~ 

of safety but~ captains that followed its c uidance to shelter found 
J 

t heir vessels bard and fast on the Hen and Chicken Shoals from which none 

escaped, After the craft had been lured to her destruction the mare 
.. 

was recalled and Tredenick waited for wlnd and water to sweep the timbers 
.,,(, 

of th1wrecks and their carroes up in front of T 's front door. 

Perhap s the most sought fo articles ~ th!hs salvaged by the crafty pirate 

were the casks and cases of wines and liquors, M" which brought to the 

h .a squatty little cabin o, 1 the bare sands near ehoboth the reputation of 

serving the finest liquors to be bourht over a bar in this country. 

~ersonal Recollections; -
Interview with Secretary of State Thomas F. Bayard 

~rile bathing in front of Tredenick 1 s h~~fff groggery 



Smothering the victims of hydrophobia,bitten by a rabid~ dog_ or cat J 

was long regarded as the onl~ huma-.-ne method of putting an end to their 

awful agonies, In such cases the sufferer was placed etween two beds 

and neighbors ptled upon them until the patient's life was over, 

An old historian records that in~818 Shadrick Cannon of Seaford,1 
) 

was bitten by arabidfat and hydrop~oibia develdped in a few da~s when 

his sufferings became so horrible th~t three neiehbors actingJunder 

the sanction of the attending doctorisrrothered him to death. The case 

cited was that of ~Seaford storekeeper but the same treatment for hydro ?, 

phobia victims was administered in other sections of Delaware until 

aroted ilai French scientist in late years discovered the\ethod of nulli 

fying poison inflicted by rabid ·animals. 

History of Seaford, 1799-1856, Robert B. Hazzard. 



Old Christmas Still Observed. 

A comparativc:.y small group of Christj_ans in lower Velaware and O~S@l@JS 

of the Eastern Shore of 1-larylan~st~ll ob1ierve January 6th -the final day of 

the feast of,~f Epiphantas the true day for the celebration of the 

birth of JesustThe custom which antedates the mlddle Ages is also obser·ed 

by the Orthodox Greek ~atholic Church in Wilmington~ The~egroes of the sam 

sections perhaps more liberal in their religious convictions celebrate both 
) i 

the new and the old Christmas and observe them as holiday-c}#f~§jf festal -;--
occasions~ The superstitions attached to Old Christmas in the earlier days 

have almost entirely disappeared, but some of them have retained their 

hold on the cerd\A/lity of very few Delawareans. 

~he older traditions ascribed to the January 6th ~Jativity -"",,.~ 

Twelfth NightT~that animals lose their fear ofl man; %ven foxes com,out of 

dens and bar1hroughout the night unafraid of human molestation} and that 

hounds refuse to trail a fox during Old Christmas t~ season. Geese huddlef 
to 

about the senior gander and~chickens ~/ were ascribed the hMM) impulsion to 

cackle or crow from sundown until midnight1 during the week of January 6. 
Old 

Fo?sewives busy themselves the day before/Christmas Day- Twelfth Night; 

, cakes of flourJAe~~ honey,ginr,er and ~f pepper~nto which was placed a 

small white ean. Accordine to the traditions m~g-1"T~w.-- super rood 

fortune attended those who got the bean r 

School in quite recent yearsreenatctecy;or the public's information~the 

Old Christmas Celebration of their Velaware forebears, Th,menu1 conform~ 

to the viands of th1lone ago (borrowed from the English custom)J incl~d~d 

raust breun, right savor:r,,mustard, withal fremertitwheat grains) peacocl\ 

pie,anajnagipa.n. The procession of lords 

was headed by the~atter bearing aloft 

:ntereviews and Newspaper Clippings. 

and ladies and their attendants 

boar's headS', 



o cl '1 a:,~ of Porl::ers/ 

Famers in lower Delaware still observe the custom of their forebears 
I I 

and cut off ~large portion of the tailps of hogs tha~Bfcf have set apart fo 
-\ 11· ' 

fattening and butchering, Tradition ascribes to the detailing of porker 

d~avine of one half bushel of cron for every inch sliced from the 

I F • 
rear appemdage of pe'r*&~B~ The old belief 1 that the hog slaughtered in the 

dark of the moon he wil~lose 

and this final dissectation 

several pounds in wei~ht between the killing 

into hams i sho llders and sausag~ Consequently 

' the full moon period 14 preferred by a number of Sussex county farmers who 

still hold to the traditions of the ancestors. ~ot a few of the Delaware fl~=~ 

farmers in planninG to cure their meats for winte~ set a brooding hen1 or 
plant trees or shrubbery} look ml'dti skywards for directions as to the best 

time for their undert~kings. Those out of the zone of daily newspapers()@~~ 

declare theJ can predict the co~ing weather conditions bp readine the 

signrutlined the clouds even as accurately as the w~~~~~Government 

bureau can fortell rain ~r shnshine a day or two in the future. Such~ 

weatherwise men declare that nature rarely misleads them after they have 

acquired the methods by which to interpret her moods11 



.aiden all Bearers ~for Spinsters. 

The burial services for ltiss l!ollie Vining, the Ii.evolutionary belle 
I 

(..,,/) 

and heiresswas the last retorded observance,of the early cutorne of 

' summoning urunaried women as pall bearers for the bhh spinsters~ Up?n 

that occasion there were six maidens wearing segments of v1hite linen le. 
( 

dravm over their bonnets /astened under their c:bins Jwith long ends hang.. 
ing loose. The bearers were daughters of well lmown families and per-

haps had never seen Miss,Vining in life and possibly were prompted by 
« I 

a curious interest to ,-.e the noted eccentric beauty who rarely went out 
jl 

of her home unless in a carriegel They attired themselves after arrivine 

at the funeral house (Tenth and !farket Strrets, Wilmington) and evidat-

ly er.joyed the experience. ~"'P'.!.19'11"VAV 'lhey placed the coffin at the 

vra it ing r,ra ve in Old ~ Swede I s burying G.J> und 
~ 
~ If/It 

almost beyond hur.ian understanding to lmow that almost . every trace of the 

Dover Revchlutionary Belle) was destroyed or lost1o The marker on her grave 

has disappeared and al1>ost all he personal belongings v,ere lost in Mjifb• 

• I the destruction by fl:hre of E\freibd 1 s . house where they were stored. 
I 

L Data through Mrs . Charles Ridgely, Dover and Reminiscence of 

Wilmin{iton Elizabeth Mont[omerypW1f'}{/pp . 1'33; 310, Johnson and 

Bogia, Wilmington Del, 1872 

,, 



3 11 

.L:.arly Marriage Customs. 

Soon after the esta~lishment of Enelish control in Delaware the earlier 

Swedish marr:i age customs beca _ me sha tt!e'red, and brides of the Swedish denor1-

na t ional beliefs ,~~ifested and indulged arark preference for the newly~ 

a code as adopted by the Church of England~ Under Swedish control brides 

were reqo.,ired to announce their prospective marriages for three successive 

Sundays when they were rather sharply interrogated by the moinister of the 

Old 'Swedes congregation.This part of the preliminaries they shunned but ob-

served until they had recourse to the cusyoms of their successors as rulers 
) 

of Delaware. The Churc 1' of Eng:le.nd ministers were usually called upon by 

Swedisvpropsective brides and bridegrooms for the marriage service. They t,...__ 

thus avoided a.~ong drawb out ministerial discourse on the sacredness of wed 

lock. Bu turnine to the Enflish custom they did not forfeit aller, iance ,to 

their our cr:urch ;• but when obtaining a marriage permit they were obliged to 

m~J ir:unediately. If by chance the license was~ secured at night 

they ·rnre obligated to hunt up the minister at once and ~ the 

ceremony was perfoT'I"led-imstanter. Neither night nor storm was permitted 

t~delay the marriage. Only a few perhaps of the more prosperous and worldly-' 

minded of the Swedish Colon-:r prepared feasts or entertainments /or the newly
1 

wedded couplef" Dane :!.nr and sirrilar gaiet7.,l> were looked upon as loose and 

disreputable diversions. 

History of New Sweden, Israel Acrelius,p. 257, Pen.--isylvania 
Historical Society, Philadelphia, L872. 



~Ancient r'ar-riage Customs 

Under the tiSwedish rule in elaware narriaces were rather embar.,.:. 

rassin3 to modest brides who were /obliged by the code to appear three r , 
successive Sundays and reply to all questions submitted by the preacher 

and officials of the Ofud Swedes Church, The/ announcement of the pros~ 

pective wedding gave opportunity for the mimister to inauire into the 

fitness of the ~oupli;!• With the comini of Enzlish rule on the elaware the 
\ 

former Swedish custow was set aside and th\hurch of Ene;le.nd ministers 

were usually called on to perforn the ceremonT-even though the bride and 

br~de6room did not surrended allegiance to thefaith of their fathers, 

When an En lish license was obtained immediate marriage vm1one of the 

conditions under which it was , ••• AjiJJJ required1even 
11\, f 

though obtained at night;thet.clergyman w~e eblit;e& to perform the cerem 

mony,~ Swedish brides preferred the marriage ceremony of the Church 

of Englund to their own which required them to sit through and listen 

to long doctrinal sea:mldd discourses before they were called to the 

al tar Ji'tlQ with the bridegroom Onl:- a few-perhaps the !'1ost prosperous 

of the Swedish Colony celebrated the marriage with feasts or entertain 

ments and those v1ho did}4fi¢'9I frovmed on dancing as aloose disreputable 

diversion as were lplays and similar forms of entertainment. 

Fistroy of New Sweden,Israel Acrelius, p 257, Pennsylvania Historical 
Socie~y Philadelphia, 1872. 



Superstitions Brought b_r the Finns. 

The natives of Finnland who came wmth the Swedes to Deleware in 1638 

brought many of the uncanny superstitions with them to the New World. 
t,.,.ri-

Their prophesies~ trar,ical Jegends kept the first colony in a constant 
) 

state of apprehension and the Indians were likewise fearfut least 

man was in e~JflB!€f communication with the devil and could unloose almos1t, 

and calarrity on the settlers and the aboriginies tSo deep seated was the 

conviction i~ :em oolo~ 11 that Lazzie , the Finn and~arin the Finnish 

were holsding intercourse with the evil one that Governor Printz was 
" 

obliged to sequestrate them to prevent an outbreak and possibly a riotous 

demonstration against them. 

The early Finns were insistent on the actual and literal 

their traditions into their ever:rday llvcc;. 

For example they ins sted that the head of ~newly born baby could escape 

kidnapping by evil spirits1and an elfin infant eiven its plac~ only by 

placing its head~ in thicriptures open at the Psalms of David' 

Unless the farmers could repeat the Lord's Prayer backwards without 

}rowing crops would be ruined by downpours~and in fact destroyedr They 

believed that cutting a cross on a broom,,woµld bar witches fron ridingt'g 

upon them; while disater to the sheep~ was sure to follow the 
Saturday 

running of the spinning wheel afters Y o'clock~ eveningsj They held 
l 

that a cow sold to even the next neighbo:dtook with her the g-ood fortune 
' I; , 

former ovmer unless the latter thought .to secure and keep a soMe 

of~ hair- Another of the firmly embedded traditions of the Finnish 

err.igrantswas to the effect that by feeding tre farm stock with a tiny 
~ 

portion of each of thefhristmas Dinner dishes their cows horses 

would be immunized afainst all disease or misfortune for a year. 

Perhaps the greatest of all their obsessionsras clenliness or
1 

bathing in houses thaf•rnre heated to an almost unbearable temperatur 

vhere they passed many hours undergming the different stages of the 



For two hundred years the people of Lewes and of 

adjacent Sussex County have been celebrating Easter Monday 

with egg rollings and picnics at the sand dunes and "petri

fied forrest" on the shores of Cape Henlopen. These "frolics" 

are glorification over the end of Winter weather. Curio 

seekers are numerous in the gatherings-often of 2000 people

for the tides bring in many rare articles like the teeth of 

sharks and pieces of wrecked vessels that may have come 

from the other side of the world. Of late years the ruins of 

Old Cape Henlopen Lighthouse has added to the attractions. 

It was one of the oldest in this country but was undermined 

and crushed by the sea after a century and almost a half 

of service. 

U.S. deputy Marshal Lynch of Georgetown 

Lewes correspondent of the Morning News 



SWEENEY J. 
Dec. 193'/. 

Location: Delaware 

RACIAL ELEMENTS, FOLKLO 

j l- / 

CUi:iTOMS 

outside metropolitan Wil1uington, a bird's-eye view o.f Delaware 

reveals a sort o~ landed aristocracy, possessing in not a few cases 

the same estates that were granted to their ancestors during the 

administrations of the second Duke James of York and William ?enn. 

·I'rue, a i'ew Scandinavian and Dutch families continued to reside in 

Delaware after Bri tisl1 rule began, in 1664, but after one hundred 

years of Colony and ~tate (about ninety years ago), the greater part 

of the white inhabitants were immediate descendants 01· those colonists 

from th~ British Islas, mostly English and Welsh, who se~tled all over 

Delav;are berore 1700 and immediately afterwards. A group of Frencl.1 

ret'ugees, fleeing from political disturbances in France and Santo 

Domingo, 1 establsihed themselves in Wilmingi;on during the 1790 1 s, but 

tnese and a subsequent trickling of immigrants 1'rom ~urope and·other 

States are not credited with having materially altered the racial 

status quo before famines in 1845-0 46 star l:ied the II great exodus or' 

the Irish race. 112 

The Federal census for 1860 showed 9,1~5 foreign-born persons 

in LJela.~are, of which numbEil.' 5,832 were from Ireland, 1,581 from 

England, and 1,263 from "German States. 11 These figures were still 

remarkably the same in .1880, notwithstanding an addition of 34,392 to 

1 K. A. Horner, 11 Contemporary Scene," October 1936. 
8 C.R. 'l'aylor (.t;dit.), The World Wide Illust~a_t_e'! Encyclopedi_a 

(New York, 1935), II, 2660. 



the total population; hence, as the Germans as well as the English 

and Irish became quickly assimilated ,d th the older inhabitants, any 

noteworthy changes in the long-standing racial strains were destined 

to occur during the past half century. 

'I'he total population of Delaware was 146,608 in 18~0, or less 

than one-half the 238,380 population in 1930 - and an estimated 

25~,ooo in 1936. 3 During these fifty years the population of the 

city of 1 ·11mington increased 1·rom 42,478 to 106,597, so that tnrough 

a notewortny increase during the past five years it is at present 

almost one-half that o1' the entire ~ta. te and exceeds by approximately 

30,000 tne combined population of Sussex and .Kent Counties. Figures 

i'or these two counties are still nearly the same as they have been 

for several decades; therefore, it follows that a large number oi' 

persons have entered New Oastle County in general and Wilmington in 

particular during the past fifty yea.rs, and that these persons 

cons ti tu te tne salient racial elemt:mts other than non-white and 

descendants of Uolonial and early State inhabitants. 

Construction of' the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad through the 

northern part of the State (1883-86), 4 plus increased building and 

industrial advancement attracted 1,527 ?oles and about 300 each of 

Swedes and Russians and raised the 1·oreifn-born Italian population 

from 43 to 1,122 between 1880 and 1900. 'I'he same period marked the 

arrival of over 1,000 Germans, and an almost stationary continuation 

of other foreign-born figures of pre-Civil 1ar compilation. 

3 D. Urowe, 11 Delaware "l'oday, ii February 193'/. 
l\ K. A. Horner, 11 Uontemporary Scene, 11 October H:136. 
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1l'he 1~30 census shows lb ,885, or 7 ._l percent of the total 

population, foreign-born whites, and 33,~85, or 14.2 percent., 

native-born whites of foreign or mixed parentage. In both of these 

categories the countries represented with more than 500 persons are: 

Italy, 10,285; Irish Free State and Northern Ireland, 9,648; .Poland, .. 
a,93~; Germany, 5,560; Bngland, 4,1~9; Russia, 3.488; Scotland, 

1,380; Austria, 1,192; Canada, 1,146; ::,weden, '118; Greece, 604; 

and France, 543. All other countries - and tnere are more tnan a 

dozen - are representea with only 2,698 whitt:is • 

.5ubtract from the foregoing groups the peoples from the British 

Isles and Germany who quickly adopt America~ manners, and little 

remains besides Italfans and Slavs. huge majorities of tne two latter 

groups are located in v'vilmington and it may be said tna t all 01· these 

Slavs are alike, hence a few words about the Italians and ~oles of 

\vilmington should illustrate tne progress of foreign and semi-foreign 

peoples in Delaware. 

'l'he Italians have come from both North and South Italy, so 

while it is impossible to portray tnem in one typical picture it can 

be stated that they do not retain the wide differences in character 

which exist between the natives of l~ilan and Palermo, for instance the 

long-head, dark C.:alabrians and Sicilians from South Italy appear to 

have overcome their violent inclinations. "Little Italy, 11 with an 

area of' twenty small city blocks, contains more than one-half the 

Italian population of iiilmington, and. tnis representative licolony" is 

extremely merican compared to the New York 11 Bowery Colony oi' Italians 11 

described in Old World ~raits Transplanted by Park and Miller, 1923. 
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With homes and styles of dress as clues it is doubtful whether 

:snerlock Holmes could find "Little Italy," for on the surface it does .. ,. 

not appear any dil'ferent from other aver~ga sections or tne city. 

Unlike those in other State communities the Italians in Delaware are 

not fired with the desire of acquiring enough wealth for the purpose 

of returning to Italy to stay, and this spirit of contentedness 

together witll family responsibility tends to assist the State program 

of Americanization. ifnile Italian women are chiefly concerned with 

home and church, the men are employed mostly as barbers, building 

contractors, cobblers, confectioners, quarrymen, stonecutters, and 

tailors. Some of their fruit and vegetable stores in Vvilmington are 

operated on a wnolesale or commission basis, but 11' it were not 1·or 

a few druggists, policemen, and lawyers, they would scarcely occupy 

any pro1'essional positions of responsibility. Many 01· the younger 

generation are being given higner education than is off'ered by the 

ordinary public schools and it is presumed that they will give a final 

Americanizing touch to "Little Italy,n where even in this year "'everal 

young men politely answered 11 I don't know; I'm American, i : when asked 

some questions pertaining to Italy. 
I 

Of medium stature, with clear complexion and wide expressive 

mouth, the Poles of' v ilmington occupy crowded rows of modest homes, 

generally neat on the exterior and immaculate in the interior. 

Indeed, the fastidious attention to neatness by tnese Poles from iest 

J:'russia5 is comparable only to that 01· the Ukranians 1·rom Polish 

5 Franklin Pote, :'Ethnology, 11 February 1936. 
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Galicia, 6 and inasmuch as it does not conform to the general picture 

of' these ~lavic peoplc::,s it is tnought to be an item worthy 01' 'record. 

·.rhe Poles were .agriculturists before coming to Delaware, but it is 

now diff'icult to find a Polish i'amily looking to the soil for a 

livelihood. Instead, the men are employed in shipyards and such 

mechanical industries, the women work in textile shops, and large 

numbers of both toil in morocco factories. They also own and operate 

many stores and barrooms. A stranger by race who enters a Polisn 

home may find the parents secluding themsleves in a state 01· intro

version, but should he impress them favorably he may find that he is 

surrounded on all sides with a delightful air of congeniality and 

he is as welcome as Thaddeus Koscicusko. The men and even many of tne 

women like to indulge in small games of cnance and to some extent in 

intoxicants, nevertheless the Poles 11 pay their way / 1 most of them own 

tneir homes, and the men in general treat their women very well • 

.t-'olish men are not concerned with the deportment of feminine members 

01· their i'amilids as Italians are; they feel that tneir women and 

girls are capable of takine care of themselves. Through hereditary 

skill and experience in textile shops, many of the women especially 

the grown girls make and alter their own clothes in accordance with 

current styles and embroider articles of sheer intricate beauty for 

the home. In general, the ~oles worry little about political and 

governmental doings, still they maintain an association which offers 

o Alex Hamsey, Ii The Ukranian Community, 11 July l'd36.. 
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to its circle recreational facilities and urgently-needed social 

assistance, and textile workers express a wish for new Federal 

leglislation along the lines of the NRA. The Poles possess 

racial pride. Every year theyilonor Casimir ~ulaski and tne greater 

countryman of tneirs who organized a revolt against the 11 Benevolent 

Despots, 1111 after assisting George Washington in America. 

In Delaware, as elsewhere, a common problem among the foreign-

-born groups is disagreement between parents and children, for being 

better educated and disposed to rebel against the strict .home rules 

or Europeans, the children consider themselves superior to the parents 

in every respect - especially tnose of them who were born in America. 

Tnis and a variety of other problems are being greatly decreased from 

year to year and the situation of the foreign-born in civil and 

social .t:1.merican 111 e ref lee ts cred.i t on tne Di vision 01· Adult Edu

cation and the Service Bureau i·or Foreign Born People tnrough the 

agencies of which the State conducts an elaborate program designed 

to weave the foreign-born into a network of domestic and communal 

harmony and to ma1ce them immensely more useful to the country than 

citizens on paper. 
was a total of · 

'rhere/wa:!!B. only/ 84 Oninese, Mexicans, Filipinos, Japanese and 

Indians in Delaware when the 1930 census was ta.ken, hence the foreie-n 

and semi-foreign element seems small when the total population is 

13.7 percent Negro and 65.00 percent native white orfspring of 

who were themselves born in ~he United States. 

During tne past 1·ew years an uncounted number of persons have 

come to reside in Delaware in order to continue in the employment of 

7 J.H. Breasted and J.H. Robinson, History of Jmro~~Ancient 
and Medieval, &c. (Boston, 192U), pp. 612-623. 

. - - .., 



companies wlJ.O enLer to take advantage of low terms of taxation. Most 

of tnese newcomers 1'rom oth~r States live in and about dilmington, 

and besides increasing the population they are not noticeably altering 

the racial picture, whicn when briefly exhibited, is: Cosmopolitan 

V'lilmington raaiating its in1·1uence over the northern part of New Cas tl 

County, wnile the remainder of the State - predominantly agricultural, 

without a town of 5,000 population - shows ;:Mayflower Americans," 

with the inherent independence {now mostly political) 01· tneir 

ancestral plantation princes. 

Bibliography: 
Scharf, J. T., A. M., LL. D., history of Delaware, 

Philadelphia: L. J. Richards & Co., 1888. ~ v. 
analysis of population 01· Delaware be1'ore 1790, 
Federal census was taken. 

160~-1888. 
:t.xctlllent for 
when first 

Si;h U. S. Census: Po ulation of the United States in 1860; 1·rom 
Eignt Uensus. v·vashington: Government .Printing O '1'ice, 1864(?). 

10th U. S. Census: Sta tis tics of the Population 01· tne United 
States; Tentn Census, 1880. Washington: Gov. Print. Office, 
1883. ' 

12th U. S. Census: 'l'welfth Census of the United States, 1900; 
Po:e_~ati~n Part I. vvasnington: U. :::. • Census OfiTce, 1901. 

15th U.S. Uensus: Fifteenth Census of the United States: 1930; 
Population Bulletin, First Series, Delaware. Washington: 
Gov. .:Print. Of'I'ice, 1931. Gives total population figures 1·or 
Delaware since 1790. 

Fii'teenth Census of the United States: 1930; 
Population Bulletin, Second Series, Delaware. vtashington: 
Gov. Print. Office, 1930. 

Population figures have been collated with their sources-JS 
V 
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BRIDE AND GROOM TREES 

( In Lewes) 

The Coleman property along King Streets 
'I\ 

old family dwelling, a rambling house with its dormer-windowed 

ell, which is known to this day as 11 The House of the Bride 

and Groom Trees." Originally planted to shade the carriage 

gate into old King's Highway by Miss Margaret Coleman they 

were intended to celebrate her marriage. 

Her engagement to a young cleric, James Hargis, had been 

announced and, as was the custom of that time in. many parts 

of the United States of 120 years ago, she planted two cypress 

trees as symbols of enduring love. But{ .misfortune cast some 

unknown and unexplained spell an~ t e cleric disa~eared into 

obscurity, while Miss Colema1)\11ved to a ripe and useful old 

age_.,Jliiiiil!R~. ilowrs , 3he trees., today/ tall and strong, stand 

as a testimonial to outhful idealism. 

• •• f30b •• 
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January 271 1937. 
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Interest~ng Incidents. 

" !I/omen Lewy er" 

-Biographies 

One of the picturesque but not interesting personages or 
the 1st century was the first woman to practice law in the city 

anj county also in adjacent Pennsylvania Cou~ts. She is recalled 

by the name of '6.a.ry Jl'.>hnson. Wearing a man's hat, ea.rr ing a 

long staff a...~d lad in a coarse petticoat and short dress she 

was a regular attendant on the courts at New Castle. She had 

read and imbibed the law, its terms and phraseology and was 

ready to match all the quirks and quibbles of her fellow 

attorneys. Involvement in law suits was a ~ania with her. 

As a landholder she was often counsel and defendant or plaintiff and 

came into court ,1th -:;he con.fidence and assumed dignity of a 

sppreme justice. She m~t the ablest lawyers of the then power.ful. 
,-q ~ 

Delaware Bar and•• lJ loat a worthy case. Her ability was 

enhanced by hr wide understanding and originality. 
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J. Barton Cheyney 
February 19, 1937 

Early Kay Day Festivities 

The first day of Kay was generally observed to welcome 

the arrival of Spring during the three or tour decades that 

intervened between the cloae or the War of Independence and 

the second conflict with England - in 1812. It has never 

been explained why dealer11 in fish and ahad fishermen observed. 

May Day - the tim of tlowera and bloaaoma, but they did. Other 

V:1lm1ngtonians gat ered at inns and taverna and danced and made 

erry throu out the day - or until interrupted by a belated 

A r1l shower. The preferred. custom among the .more conservative 

young en and women was to ria early 1n the moming 1n time to 

e the aunr1ae and spend the day 1n fields and wooda-pluck1ng 

if they desired, the early Spring bloaaou. 

The central feature of Maying art1ea was the pole gaudily 

decorated with ribbons about which young men and women, or younger 

children gathered and marched and sang aonga perhaps wolcoming 

the return of the season of tlowera and the rejuvenation of all 

out doors. 

In later years may parties have been chiefly confined to 

achool children who enjoy May ole dancing and singing. 

Newspaper Clipping. 
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Betsy Patterson, beautiful Baltimore bride of Jerome 

Bonaparte, once came ashore at Lewes from one of Stephen 

Girard. 1 s ships, and was entertained at the home of Peter 

Maull, shipbuilder residing in Pilot Town. Her temperamental 

conduct still is legend among the people. 
~ 

It is said that she insisted• messenger ae/ sent to 

the ship for her silver candlesticks before she would be 

seated at a table spread with roast goose and other Delaware 
I 

delicacies. It is presumed that the soft candle light enhanced 

her beauty. 

Girard, incidentally, who was a Philadelphia phil

anthropist and merchant, at one time was forcibly detained 

in Lewes under the old English debtors• law in the prison 

at Second and Market streets, site of the present Chambers' 

Drug Store. 

• • f30b •• • 
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(Maull House Insert) 

FOUNTAIN OF YOUTH 

(Near Lewes) 

~e~ older inhabitants"'still point with awe 

to a centuries-old spring on Pilot Town Road opposite the Maull 

property, where they and their forefathers for 250 years secured 
::.., - ' . 

drinking water~ tv 4 - ' 
Efficacy of the water was greatly increased, so 

they will tell yo~, by the type of drinking vessel used. They 

reconnnend a "left -handed conch shell" and no other vessel can 

take its place for it was believed this water, drunk from such a 

shell, was the purest in the world. T.he conch builds a spiral 

shell that twists to the right in most cases. The idea that 

left-handed shells were the best probably evolved from their 

rarity and the fact that water drunk from a shell spiralling to 

the right was likely to run off the edge in the wrong direction 

instead of into the mouth. 

• • .f30b ••• 
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TAKEN FRO CLIPPINGS (D ted October 14th) 

ARCHITECTURE 

R ild1ng Operation 

Types 

Coloni l 
Semi-colonial. 
n lish 

Early Am rican 
Regency styl.e 

Lo9ation 

Bel.le u nor 
R1vers1d Garden Development 
Edg t, ooc ~ill 
B llofonte H 1 tbs 

Statist}C! 

Estimat d building program (money value) 
Number of homes in ol ed 
Acr 1nvol ed 

Civic Con truetion Progra 

9ount:1 Engine r (Levy Court) 
Paving construction 
Electric light contracts 

RELIGION 

Organization 

Ep orth League 
1lmington Bibl School 

SOCIAL ELFARE -
Statistics 

14 a encies providing henlth service 
102 child heal th clinics J 

91 ch ld he l th clinics in 1; C tlo County 
? child health clinics in Kent County 
4 child health clinics in Sue ex County 

20 tield nurses in child health work' 
-- nortol1ty rate in Dela ar 

Free foot and dental clinic 

I 



(State ~neycloped1a) 

I 

Organization 

ational Pharmacy e k 
Wilmington Garden Club 

State chools 

Home F.conom1ca (Exhibitions) 

RELIGION 

Organization 

Delaware Bible Society / 
Female Bible Society / 

Distribution to the poor 

ARTS1 r he 

Painting 

Rehoboth Art Leagu 
366 members 

INDU TRY, FINANCE and LABOR 

Industry 

/ 

(Dated June 24th) 

Pr1vat utility ownership (Seaford) 



(State Encyclopedia) 

INFOR TION iAKEN FRO CIIPPINGS {Dated Tovember 4th) 

SOCIAL ELFARE 

O:rganization 

•edersl Surplus Commodities Corporation/ 
Distribution and their values 

Delaware Citizens Association\/' 
No dleworl:: Guild of America v" 
Christmas Toy Distribution (10,000 toys annual) 

EDUCATION 

LABOR 

Organization 

Iillor Foundation 
Fello ship gronts ~ 
A ards for ch mical re earcb 

Dela are Commercial T cher As oc1ation✓ 

age-Hour Law (U. s. Department of Lebor) 

INDUSTRY 

Business (Chamb r of Commerce) 

Net retail sales 
Cummulative ale 
Index rating 

06\feBN ENT 

Taxes on gasoline 
Revenue from charter business 
Fines collected for motor violations 

Safety statistics 
Valuation of building permits issued 
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INFOR TAKEN FRO (Dated November 7th) 

EDUCATION 

Organization 

The Delaware Physical and Heal~h Education Association 
Home Economics Association : 
Delaware State Teachers' Association 

Stet1st1ca 

155 schools built in Delaware aince 191~/ 
96 one-room schools now in Delaware ✓ 

I 

26 schools have two teachers v · 
23 schools have leas th&n six ,teachere/"' / 

New schools represent an inves~ent of about 19,900,000 
Decline in school revenue durin? l ast tow years✓ · 

ARTS1 The 

msic 

I I 
I , 
! I 

I 
I 

J 

I \ 

1lm1ngton Music School ~ / \ 
0i-•1 ·1nated 14 years ,/ ,\ 
180 students now enroll d \ / 
Special classes held at People' a 'rettl i: nt 

Painting ; \ 

Delaware Festival of the Arts J f °\/ 
National Art eek (Annual Event),./\ 

Emib1ts at Rehoboth Beach Club ✓ i\ 

SPORTS and RF.CRE!ATIOU 

Organization 

\ 
\ 
\ 

F.aatern Beagle Club ( 
(Located on the ~tate ot s. 

)lV 
Hallock Dur\nt) 

Ore nwood Community I• air 
Greenwood, Delaware (Annual Event) 

I 

\ 
\ 



(S nt n 

I 

) Gl"OU 6 

arbors 

allot nt for ne work and maintenance 
d near elaware by l Rrbo s L. 

nt 
.or Indian River inlet 
for> ne ork on Chesapeake and 

~or maintenance on Chesapeake and 

Cheasp ake and Dela nra Canal 

,onstruction st rted in 1804 an opened in 182 
Cost 2,201,864--1/4 of a century to uild 
13 1 000,000 hes beens ent by the Government to-date 

ARCH TEGTU. 

GOVER 

uildings 

r 1.e istor1ca1 Society Buil ing was originally 
th Fir t Presbyterian Church, erected 1n 1740 

111tia 

749 officers and men 1n regular a:r>my at Fort DuPont 
9~4 officers and men In Delaware National Gu.a.rd 
350 res rre of icers 
Forte.--Saulsbur~,r, DuPont, Dela.ware, Mott 
Arr. 01 .. iea--• l1ni11gton, Dover, Hewark, New Castle, J ilford, 

Georgetown, Laurel 

The Dela a e .':roduct~ on Credit Association has made more than 
12 0 lonns to fnrrae a to upwards 634,000 since ita 
or iz tion 4 ~ ar e; 

SCIENCE 

Haskell Laboratory (toxicology) entomolo5ista 



{State Encyclopedia) Group :/tl? 

I rro. 1ATION T ROH CLIPPINGS 

~I 

§ta !sties 

Census (Various church groups r no compiling fi 

/ 
Lon ,ood Gardens (125,000 visitors laot year) 

11:mus TRY, 

Textiles 

CE and L OR 

Ant1ci at d ,7,o 0,000 

SPORTS and RECiEATIO --·-------
Or5anizat1on J 

Brandy 1ne Archers Club 

SOCIAL IBLFARE 

Orl)anization 

ont Pla.."1t ne r Seaford 

ela·mre State o a.n's Christian Temperance Union 
National Youth Administration 
Delaware Colony, State Trainin:> School 

EDUCATION 

,Prgani zo. tion 

American Association of University Women 
Home and School Association of the Friends SchoolV 

SOCIETIES--fraternal and patriotic 

J 
res) 

Patriotic / 

Delaware Society of the au.ghters of the Colonial Wars 



(State Encyolopedi) Group #8 

EDUCA ON 

St tistics--of physical examinations given to pupils 1n city 
public schools by school doctors and nurses: 

Lo.st year 16,146 pu~ils received medical examinations 
u " 4,818 " prophylactic treatments 
" " 3 1 535 " " special examinations 

A permanent record is kopt for eaoh child who &.ttend. Kinder
garten to grade 12. 

CONSERVATION o.nd RE ,LAMATION, 

42 1 000 acres in region of erosion control 
65 square miles in the Christina River watershed 
55 per cent increase since this service started 

INDUSTRY I FINA_WE and LA OR 

Industry--Leather (tannin;, and dressing of morocco) 

Statistics 

14 leather factories operating in 1867 
__ n n It " 1938 
30 per cent of state industrial activity in 1920 

was tanning of goat skins 
85 per cent of all the kid leather produced 1n 

United States during 1929 came from Delaware 

The Bhoada family h~ve been in the leather business here 
since 1712--the second oldest 1n United States 

Organization 

Public Archives Commission (Hall of Records) 
Dela~ar~ Safety Council 
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IUDUS'l1 4 FI ~A WE and LABOR 

ilmi "ton Chapter, American Institute of Banking 
( onthly :meetings) 

Statiatics--Stata elfar Home (State Welfare Commission) 

3000 no on roster 
,25 .. o por mo 1th 
110. l average 

allo va.nce 

Eu CATION 

Qrganization 

IUDUS 

Peninsula Horticultural Society (Annual exhibition) 
Delaware Library Association 

LABOR-- rgan·zaviOll 

L bor ron- artisan League of elaware 
Unemployment Insurance 
u. s. Employment erv ce 

Statistics (Chesapeake and Delawar Canal) 

18.6 feet minimum depth 
19 feet mo.in channel 
27 feet anticipated future depth 
easels between 235 feet and 425 feet in length --58 foot 

bem:i o.nd 18 foot dra..ft may navigate the canal 



(Stat c~ lo dio.) Group #10 

INPO! Nl' O!l T 

GOVERN .1 '11 

ftat· cics {Board of Park Co!l1L11ssioners) Created in 1883 

734.?~ ucre3 int air care 

AGRICULTURE 

52 .32 er s or 71.25 er cent donated to their care 
~~'70.15 cres or 36 .6 per cent was donated by the 

late ill1em P. Bancroft f'ormer member of the 
oard of Park Com issioncrs 

209 •• 3 a.er s purch sed outright 
153. l acres additional consist of the follo ing: 

St ntreet Park (City Council) 
Cool Spring Park, Porter and Rodney Street 

reservoir tracts . (Board of Uator Co issioners) 

Ale. oc too consis tin ...., of 5.65 acre recently offered 
to the conmdssion by .Joodland 'l'rustees 

Tenan~ Farmer Groups 

Alloco.tion of purchase loons from Farm Security 
AdI n1atrat1on for current fiscal year 29 1 085 

SOCIET J;S--rr. te:.nal EU atriotic 

erv1cc 

SOCIAL ' 

l'"iwan.is 
Quoto 
F.xchange 
Recoss 
Lio 
Rotary 
I.onarch 
American Business 

st . ichae ome for Babies 
Washin0 ~Bti. Street Home f'or Babies 
French Street Day lursen 

Florence Crittenton Home 
Delaware Ant1-TuberouJ.os1s Society 



(State Enc clo di ) Group #11 

Insurance (Statistics) 

i3 7,503, 593 1 .fe ~naurance in forco beginning 1938 
4 1 002, 731 paid out to policyholders or beneficiaries 

446, 379 olic1es in force 
83 co oruiies licensed to sell insurance 

Group insurance started 26 years ago 

AGRICULTURE 

Dairying 

Holstein Cows in Delaware rated highest in u.s. in 1937 
" " " " " second '' " " 1936 

·Jost f ous herdR come from Winterthur FarJils 

GOVEI001ENT -----
Delaware Volunteer iremen•s Association 

46 i'ire com anies 
500.00 a propr1at1on _granted each year by stnte 

City Ta:c: ~ntos 

Current ~ate for school purposes 15 cants per ~100.00 
Ten years ago it was 34 cents per 100.00 

Current rate for city purposes on real estate is 1.45 
per 1 00.00 of assessed valuation. In 1921 the tax 
rate , o. 1.'13 per 100.00 

Delaware Corporation Twtes 

21 480,000 paid by corporations in 1937 for franchise taxes 
24,000 active corporations 

6 per cent of this amount paid by 15 per cent 
of Delaware corporations such as DuPont Co., 
General 'otora, Chrysler 1 otors, Bethlehem 
Steel, etc. 

60 corporations organized by Federal Government 

SPORTS and R4CREATION 

Lewes Yacht Club (Founded 6 years ago) 
United Farmers and Sportsmen 0£ Delaware (Various chapters) 



EDUC~TI OH 

Group #12 

orr. CLIPPI N xS 

(KI DERGARTENS) 

~;_9 nu -t l9 enrolle last year in '1lm1ngton 
8 i :t11de .. rt ens ( 6 or , 11 te--2 for negi,oes) 

' · t ndanee 

SOCIAL IBLF1 RE 

Childl"' reau of Delam.tre ( tatistics) 

1,255 under-privile ed and ne lectod children were 
orved fr-am 60 Delaware communities durin past year 

389 children in actual care 
l 7 r n _n foster 1101:a.cs 

Accepts chlldr n bet rnen the ages of 10 days and 21 years 
Costs about 300.00 yonrly to rov1do for each o ld 

Travelers' Aid Society 
Delaware Citizens• Association 
Child:i.~en's ome (S er camps) 

I1P.CIAL GROUP0 

Pulaski Day (Annual event) 
Polish National Allinnc of America 

ARTS 1 The 

Pross {N wsp _er 

Every Evening established 1871 
Evening Journal established 188 --ri.1erged ,nth Every 

Evenin in 1933 
Sun started in 1898--diseontinued in 1904 
Fr P!•eo e established in 1881 
Sunday Star established in 1881 
Lnbor 0rnl 

eekly papers which are now defunct; The Delaware Farm 
and Home, Conference ~ orker, W1lmington1an, The 
Cathedral Chronicler and many others 

13 no spapors in I.tilford since 1848--ourrent newspaper, 
.'ilford Chronicle 

Del-Mar-Va Press Association 
Independent Retailers Association 



(Stat Encyclo dia) Group 13 

m 

Annual Event-- elaware oultry Tour 

Statistic --•stimated 12,790,000 business in crops and 
airy pro ucts cl yo r 

Estiriated ,ll,000,000 usinesa in poultry activities 
each year 
Estimated lv, 00,000 ro lers shipped each year-
mostly from Su~sex county 

EDTTCATION 

GOVE 

University of Delaware 

Statistics-- 4 1145,495 plant net nve.,tment 
353,525 ground value 

2,765,731 uilding &nd dormitory investment 
1,055,239 library investment 

Special Schools 

T 

Delaware School for Dear Children 
1r1 nd School--191 ye r old 

Del war School of usic--7 year old 

_R_oa._d__,;;...,;;.;:;==~--Delaware vrill receive . 1,4317 ,000 _n the 
highway appropriuticne bill ~ust passed by 
Congress 

SOCIAL mLFARE 

The Nemours Foundation Hos tul or c1.,i led children 

Foxcatcher Hounds Race eetin (Annual. Event) 

RELIGION 

Old Drawyers Church (near Odessa) opened in 1773 

INDUSTRY 

irst cannery was established in orYl'Jla in 1 6'1 



(Stnto nJ clo e a) 

EDUCATiu 

ui>l.tc Schools 

SaviUGs .JyJt~r in existence 16 years 
22 local p·blic chools part1e1patin 

9 rur " " n 
23,100 active depositors 

240,830 deposited end of last school term 
1,250, 00 de osited _n 16 years 

COUSE VA'l'IOI and REt, TION 

Funds fu:pended for Liberation of Game 

11,709.95 1 d o.. fiscnl year 

21,173 rabbits released last 3 ?ears 
4,795 quail • " " 
2,794 pheasants " " " 

The above liberation cost p4l ,OOO 

17, 3 bass released last year 
337 crappies released last year 

a,ooo perch and catfish released last year 

Birth and death re istration (Board of Health) 

HISTORY 

Group 14 

First christian clergyman in Delaware--Rev. Reorus Torkillua, 
ho arrived here 1n 1640 on the Kalmer Nyckel 

Delaware's 11n ortant part in the framing and rat1:f'1cat1on 
of the Co st1~~t1on. Philadelphia Convention 1n 1787 
attended by delegates John D1ok1nson, George Read, 
Richard Basset, Ounn1 Bedford, Jr., Jacob Broome . 

ARTS 1 The 
IJ 

Gustav s Ies eliua, Swedish painter and organ builder 

Delaware Art Center cost 250,000--i'unds raised by the public 
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SOCIAL 'E ,"PARJ.""' 

90.,486 cnrrl,c~ • De a nre ccordin to Soc nl Security Board 
540 c nir1s pvtd nincc pro ati be an--J . mc.ry 1st., 1937 

,110., 7- tr.to.l pa'YI'lents 1n clair-1s since proeram began 

T nemplo,; nt Componse.t~ --statistics 

12~13 .,466.14 collect ons received from employers 
109,925.21 o_:~onsos for past fiscal year--exclus1ve of 

e u~.pnent 

Who's iho 

E "CATTO .. ! 

Dr . J. E • . fallace ·.allin., director of mental h;riene ork 
ln the Delaware schools., ro 1ped among ten famous living 
American psycholo 1sts in current book "Ps.cholo -yin 

ery Day Livin 11 

uol" c .sc: ools-- fil 1in ·ton and State 

:: .::·\Clol ,u.,es (Statietics) 

17 years 1tt1out a fatality 
10.,531 pulls tre.nsported in bu ... es nt p1 .. bJ1c o penf'e--1936-37 

9,262 puptla transported bv contracts 
1.,269 pupLls transported by private convoyanc a 

Old School 

Forvmod Sch<"Jol (S:llvel'side Road) built in l'"/99--a.ttenda.nce 6 

Vlilminr;ton School Library System 

nivorsity o.r Deluwo.ro 

Donat ons-- f. Fletcher Dro ·n-- 11s 
Che t .,- ""i · nt cost 

Private or Special School 

Fait Theolo ical Seminary 

ifts to the university 
lout 400., 000 
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CLIPPI GS 

Annual vent--Tide mter Shoot Revolver ,,atch (State Police) 

FOLKLORE 

Devil ·1orshlppi:..1g cul t--Pans_n o "Si II Tn 11, no ro of Bell town, 
Lewes, severs linl of band once actiYc in Delaware 

PT1BLIC • _LITIES 

urnl olectr1f1cation e.tension service spec1al1sts--prov1ded 
fro, t e University of Do aware 

Service Clubs in Su ncx County 

Frankford 1 ew Century Club 
Selbyville CoI!llnun1ty Club 
Goorcetown gew Century Club 
.inur•e Aw Contury Club 
Lord .,alt:i Ol'e 7o 1 en' u Cl b 
. e, Centu y Club of D r 
Tho r111n e Improve. ent 
The Z ;1ae.nendael 1, f ,s 

POI TS of I JTERE~T 

The Zwaanendaol i-U:' u.,n o ,es 

CO iSEff• ATIO. and RECLA!' ATI;}i 

of Rehoboth 

Conser ration--45 a.er tract of forest lrmd roaented b•? the 
- Dela are State •ederation of lome!ln' rJ., ,._s to the state. 

This land no :n as "Charles Richards ~nrm" lies on the 
hl[71\tay bot.,een Greenwoo' e.nd Fllen "ale--to be co.red for 
by tho State Forestry Department. 

RECREATION 

Annual Evcnt--Bi Thuraday--Oak orchard, Goorgoto n, Delaware 

Delmarva Camp--known as Laurel and ethel camp, at Broad Creek-
one of the oldest camps on the pen1ns 1 l 

Annual Reuniona--The Tunnell fa.mil 
' 
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SPO TS 

Annual vent--Delaware Breakwater Regnttaa (Cape Henlopen) 

LeweP Y, ctt Cl1b 
Lewes ~acht Cl'b Auxilinr
Lewes Anglers As~cc ot ~ 

J LI':' A and r A.VY 

·avt--Le es o t us.rd Station (Chincoteap:uo, Virr-1..~~sa is the 
oadquo.rters fol' the dls rict) Ovcrfnlls I..irh ts 11p 

POL '.:'S of I.1TERES~ 

Honlopon L:i.rhthouse--funct nod for 162 ycars--second olrleat 
~n Tnitcd States. Top led into sea on April 2G, 1n2G. 

"nreat Dune" ris .. n 80 feet skyward 
~unk0n british sloop of , .. ar "De Bra k" - lost ilJ.1ons in 

Spani~h (Cld -

S CIETIF..S 

Patr nt1c--1enlopon oat /;5, Americ.-n Le ion 
-enlopen Post AUY1 lary 

Fire'l:;o er--r.t Laur 1--~t ... ,c orcct D pnrtmcn-c 

HISTORY 

Lewes--307th nn~iversary of its settle ent (first town of first 
f't to, 

L D 'STRY1 ERCE and LA OR 

Lewes--Chnmber of Commerce 
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F1 ·1 /JUu 1 v0nt--ho e-comin celebrat1cn of Wilton, Sussex County 

, ·(mt--~:w1 r.. ~eac nd Oak Orchard ( 2nd Thursda.,. in Au ust) 
~---~~--......,:;~;.;;;. 

n. hter Bench ( 3rd Thursdoy ln ut ust) 

Annual :i~vcnt--Ror,nt1on .--Lewes (Prayers for abundant crops) 

Annual F.vcnt--Pr1cnds Ce tenary--1·111 Creel: F:i:ior1de le~t.5n.__ ouse 

·o.r.to w rountons of families, cle.na &r.d f.,cnerations 

AR'rS and CRAF'1'.., 

Art Center--. a.ynte1• ·ouse -1! n Rehoboth--locate .. on ronlopen Acres--
1 O yea.rs old 

TRAITSPORTA' ()~1 

.1rport-- Fel oboth each-145 acres 

Re oboth l:·"..nc lub 

DO'-'.'f'":" l ecc _ rm In i n I each--adjac nt to :Rehobo ch each 

Annual Golf :'n r:t tat on--tournament held at Reho oth Country Club 

SOCIETIES 

1 11 la.f_§ I provcme t As.J!2cio.tion of Rehoboth Beach 

Kont-f' Spc,; ety 

Delo. e.re Conference of the African ethodist Ep scopal _ ,., 
\ 
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ATIOU TAKEN FRO' CLIPPI GS 

SOCIAL \'lELFARE 

State appropriates 24,000 a year to the blind 

EDUCATION 

roup 20 

Public Schools-- ilmington schools named for leadins citizens: 
Pierre s. DuPont Il1gh School 
Thomas F. Bayard School 
Willard Hall Junior 1 igh School 
Oeor e Gray School 
William P. Bancroft School 
Charles B. Lore School 
Emalea P. Warner Junior High School 
lary C. I. Williams School 
David w. Harlan School 
Evan G. Shortlidge School 
Wollaston School 
Howard High School 
Samuel G. Elbert School 
John Palmer School 

State schools--90 per cent of school children in Delaware 
are housed in new and modern buildings. 
In 1918-19 the schools of Delaware stood 33 among the 

states of the nion in accordance with the Ayres Index. 
Recent comparison shows Delaware stands among the 
.first 10 states. 

TRA~SPORTATIO 

Airplane p1lots••58 licensed in Delaware 
Aircraft--5S In Delaware 

HOTISL G 

Procedure of planning--en 1neer-consults-recommendation to 
owners by government re ional planning commission. 
Surveyor-prepares tentative plans 
Engineer or surveyor-files tentative plans 
Planning oo~mission acts on plane and adopts 
Levy court approves-passes on to recorder who records 

final plot 

Annual event--?ens' Bridge Toufli,t.,...nt-Wilmington Whist Club 

ARTS and CRAFTS 

Collections of Spackman and Bancroft 

Influence of late Howard Pyle 

I 
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INFO ATION TAKEN FRO CLIPPIN S 

EDUCATION 

Mil.mington Public Schools 

Statistics--Per pupil cost haa been reduced l.63 s1noe 1930. 
Per year cost for the entire average net enrollment: 

94.08 in 1930-31 
96.41 in 1931-32 
94.74 in 1932-33 
85.11 in 1933-34 
as.so in 1934-35 
92.45 in 1935-36 

Analysis of the 1936-37 uaget shows that ot· every 
dollar spent- 86.92 went for salaries and the 
remaining 13.08 went for text books, sunplies, 
fuel, light, etc. 

School experts usually regard per u 11 cost 
tendencies as one of the best 1n·1c1es of 
determining whether available .tund are bein 
used in the most econo ical and effective way. 

Wilmington and State Public Schools 

Statist1ce--Delaware public school system {including colleges) 
will receive ~,921,847 for the 1938-39 year 
from the State Board of Education and the 
tederal government. 

ARTS and CRAF'I'S 

Painting 

_C"o~n_t_e_mp.,__o_r_a_r.y..,.;;a_r_t_i_s_t ___ s--N. c. Wyeth, Peter Hurd, 'rs. PeterHurd, 
iss Katharine Pyle (also author) Stanley 

ARCHITECTURE 

Architects 

• Arthurs, Frank E. Schoonover, Gayle 
Hoskins, rs. Ellen B. T. Pyle, David 
Rayam, Orville H. Peets, Robert Robertson, 
Charles A. acLellan, Harvey Dunn, c11r1·ord 

• Ashley, Leslie Thrasher, Dou las Duer 

Contemporary architects--G. orris Whiteside, II, Gabriel 
assena 

GOVERNMENT 

Federal--United States ail and Postal Service 
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Biogra bica.l Sketches 

Robort H. Kirk mod--Dela 1are a.my off'icer during the .. 10 olution. 

John I,o.fland--11 tcro.r-,1 odi tor and oet--Imown ns the " lford 
La.rd ." 01 e1" native of 1lford, Dela are. .Euried in 
~t. lUdl"'O 'a grave yo.rd at 8th and ~hi loy Sts., Wi _n ton. 

Points of ntercst 

Lar oot treo in Delaware--oo.k tree at Eow ra .. each o Warren 
Hall pro orty--300 years old. Lnr est , hi te o ~ .. tree in 
tho Eo.s·t. 

Conservation and noel .at ... 011 

i so.nctuar1es--S1J.ver and Como ya Lnkos--Su sex Co!l?lty. 

Indian names 

1ng--tho rooent site of 111min ton. 
airncni. ty--no the i te of DuPont Co., Edge oor, Dol . 

'ellI!!ank ton.--ia--the p •oaent s1 te of Cln,:/mont, Dol., on 
ifo 's Cl" ,ck. 

C..1.iko1oki--the fonnor rinci al toun of the Uno.lachtiea 
Delawares on the wast side of the Dela~aro. vor near 
its junction 1th the Clu•istina -tver. (According to 
ulleti11 t30 of' the ui,cau of Eta.nlolo y.) 

11is villugo ,110.s 1 o doubt located on the tract mere 
the S e os later crecte the:i.r fi1.,st c 1u1.'c • 
The site is .arked ya onunent erecte by the fistorical 
Socie'i.,y o Dela are. 
'111:iousan s of Indian artif eta have lJcon found o thi.. 
site over a period of years. 

auna 

Climate--under normal con 1tion4 Dela1nre has a u.ndant rain~all. 
Te .. erc.turc i3 moderate t .e h uvlest rain are :tn ~he 
growin sea.son. 
Averag ro in_, "Ca3on o.i. l 6 do.Js. 
Average date of last killing frost in sprin s April 20th. 
Aver e dato o~ firot k11 i ~rost in £all is Octobor 23 • 
Avera~e t m rature ors onths is 74.2 deg·een. 
Av r ga temperature for onths io 36.8 deerces. 
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Fecreat1on 

Tourists Camps 

I olly Oak Cab ns--6 miles south of Laurel 

Free Camp S tes 

chi .• an 1 ~ Trap-•Tresham Pond.s--Recorda Lake. 

Group 23 

Ellendale wooded area--cle red and opened in a delightful 
grove with drink1:ne; water, benches, toilets, fireplaces 
and other conveniences to travelers. 

Swi ns Pools 
Tennis Courts 
Foot ball ~ields 
aso ball fields 

Parks 
Zoo 
Supervised play rounds 
Jasket ball .floors 
olf Courses 

Ind stry1 Commorce, Finance and Labor 

Cor.werce 

H1sto;ry 

rarine Tenninal--158 steamships docked there duri the fiscal 
year of June, 1937 to J e 1938. 

Average le th per day of the boats waa 682 feet. 
Hat tonn handled at the port last year was 482 1120 tons. 
me ship averaged 31 051 to • 
Gross tonnage for the fiscal yesr was 785 1 342. 
Cargoes of these ships conta1n..ra materials, woodpulp, 

chemicals, oil, lumbera,. re, col'k1potaah, licorice root, etc. 

_Delaware's Part at World's Fa.trot 1893 

George v. saey of Dover--one of the Commiasionera. 
!A"r • Cnleb Churchman and Chief Justice Lore ve17 active. 
Delaware expended about C20,000 on her St e uilding and 

.turnie n s. 
In the interior of the building nere antique furniture, 

pictures of famous elan.reann, ancient clocks, Uluatrations 
by Howard Pyle, p inti?1Bs by Clawson s. I'arr. ott 
etchings by obert Shaw. iliss . ontc;o ery also contr:b 1ted 
a reril111iscent volume about w:l.ain ton. 
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Government 

Parkin _Ll3ters add about 90.00 daily to Ci-cy Treasu1---y. 
Revnnue used aolety to ·overn traf·1c in meter are~ 

Aericultu.:r>e 

Dairy1ng--a •ift of 46 1 000 to the University o Do~aware to 
c :·r-J on 3 cial research 1.n d" senses o ~ cattle, de 

y arry G. las ell, has just boen announced by the 
trus~ees or the u..n:1.versity • 

...,a.rm !"11~01 o in Dela are for 10 r onths of this year ( 1038) from 
sales of products an overnment a-yments as 
. 2 1424,000--• 2,751,000 below the same period i 1937 . 
( Accordine to the U. S. .1.,epartment of A ricul tu e) 

In uotpy, Co erce, Finance and La cu:. 
Co:J11 rce--the untirin efforts of Delawareans for 1ore than 

L ecreat.~on 

half a. century to p..:ain a perm.an nt o_ ening of' ndinn 
River Inlet, near Levee, Del., has just been reunrde 
,hen the 4431 000 improved waterway .as reported ready 

.,.o:r use yostorday (12/9/3') by .;he u. s. En0 i~10er's 
0 :f'ice. Tho reopc~ .. in~~ 12 expected to yield a ( 400.,000 
annual rons revenue to the sen.rood in ustI"J of ")el ,1are. 

Piclhic ·o I\!.1:.t§.--8000 persons icnicked .fron Api-11 un .. il the 
:m ddle of ·ovember 1n the city po.rks during the 
po.st &ar, accord.in to Edward ... ack, su: erin
tcnclont of parks. 

_?.;:::1:.;;;a;.i;y.._g._r..::o:;.;t;m.;.;;d ___ =.:.... ... e ... --has orga:->ized a toi;al of 9ti basltetball teams 
for the winter season. 

Social rtelfarc 

Boy Scout Troop #2 of Old S edes Church--2 years old--tho first 
scout troop in Dela are"."-one of the oldest in. Unit cl , .. te.teo. 

£ ior;:raph cal Sketc as 

Historica.1--Co ;!and or Jncob Jones-- CJ't'n nenr Smyrna. in l 1a.rch 1 ?G • 
8ewad :rl.th dj.stinctlon during a.r of 1812. 

u1~ied in ,i in0 ton nnd ll"'ana:rwine Cemetery. 
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Industry, Commerce, Finance and Labor 

l•1nnnce 

· i tory 

44 banks in Delal'18.l'e carry 146 000 accounts. 
143,000 97.6 per cent re 5,000 or less. for the period 

of ~ 16,1936 to Sept.21, 1938-aocording to the Federal 
De. ~it Insurane corporation at Washington, n. c. 

Delaware's Part at the orld's Fair--1893 

Deln1are co atructed a h18IJ bu1ld1 of iron and steel-
this structure as completed by Dela are engineers of the 
Edge oo,:- Iron Co. Scientists trom all over the world 
came to study the huge edifice and dubbed it the greatest 
glory in a scientific sense the exhibit had to offer. 

It was claimed that all the churches 1n Chicago could be set 
down uhder ite expansive dome and to these might be added 
the Cathed~t>.f' st. Peter's at Rome. The noor space 
comprised of some •10 acres• 

veryone ho attended the air recalls the rarr1e Wheel. 
This invention was the brain c111ld of o. w •• Ferris• 
a member of the old Delaware family of that name. 

Points of Interest 

5~e society s established for the purpose ot cul.tivation nd 
study of natural cience ·oy establishing and conae1 ing a 
pe anent eolleotion of natural objocts. 

On October u~, 1910 the present museum •s acquired and since 
used for a free museum open o the public three o our after
noons aw k from June to Sept ber, inclusive. 
The buildi is of one story brick construction and is part 
of Cool Sprinc; Reservoir punp plant u1:?.d1ng. It is situated 
at tl e I • ·• Corner o <> 10th and Van· uren r.ta. 

11he ·useura. has a collection of about 30.000 plant spechlena. 

Walter D. sh, the f1· .. at v ce pr.esident, was the only scientific 
ornitholo ist in Delaware in h.is day. 



{State Encyclopedia) Group 26 

INFO AT ON TAKEN FROM CLIPPINGS 

Pegoloe;:r 

~laware's Whipping Post 

In days gone by the wh1pp1ng post down in Kent County stood 

out brazenly 1n the open courtyard of the county jail, not far 

from ths old State House. It looked like an old time octagonal 

pump ithout a haqdle. It had a slit near the top of it 1n which 

t~P- equally old-time ~tllory boards might be inserted when needed 

or punitive use. There also were iron shackles for holding the 

prisoners while they were being whipped. 

The wh1pp1ng oat was pa1.nted red from top to bot t om and Negro 

re•idents bestowed ur on it t.he name "Red Hannah". Any pr1aoner 

who had be n whipped at the post it was said "He ·has hug ed Red 

Hannah." 

Since those days the pillory has gone out of use in Delaware 

but the whipping post still exists in a more modern form at the 

New Castle County Workhouse at Greenbank. 

Government 

State--Costs of general government and protection rose from 
'886,845 to $1,573,277 during ten year period from 1927 

Biography 

to 1937. 

Coats r he 1 hand sanitation during same period rose 
from 97• & to $1,869,426. 

Highway maintenance rose from 240,800 1n 1937 to $9891 697 
in 1938. 

isa Emily P. B1ssell--pioneer of Christmas Seals. 
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I NFO CLIPPINGS 

Conservation d Reclamation 

Dela are in the past three years has spent more money in ild 
life investment per square mile than any state in the country. 
The report of the Gam and Fish Commissioners sho the rat of 
7.60 per square mile during each of the past thr e years. 

!;Jcp ndi tut'es 

Sports 

1936 
1 37 
1938 

Ending June 30•••••••••• 
" " " • • • • • • • • • • n n n . . . . ' . . . . . 

8,725.09 
11,709.95 
20,575.28 

3,584.18 spent on game fish during fiscal year of 1938 
9,587.09 spent on game animals during fiscal year of 1938 
7,404.01 spent on game birds during fiscal year of 1938 

Horse Racing--Honors for outstanding achievements on the turf in 
1933 have been a arded two Delawar ans. 

rs. arion uPont Scott, owner of "Battleship~ 
the only Americnn-owned and American bred horse to 
win the Grand National teeplechase at 1ntr e, 

ngland. 

11 am DuPont, Jr., 
F rm1 Stable • 

ner of the fP.mous Foxcatcher 

.!!!.dust~., Connneroe, Finance and Labor 

Industry 

In 1926 a survey as made 1.n Delaware of the Holl! Ind.ust~ 
to ascertain the volume or value. It showed va u or Jt 0,000. 

The Forest Department estimated the val . of this bus neas 
to the state was 220,000 and gave empl ment to 8,500 persons. 

Since this survey was made the business has decreased nearly 
54 per cent due to destructive harvesting in cutting down the 
tree instead of the branches. 
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INFORMATION TAKEN FROM CLIPPINGS 

Induatx·y, Commerce, Finance and Labor 

Finance 

W1lm1pgton Clearing I ouae Association 

Agriculture 

1937 Banlt Clearings 
1938 Bank Clearings 

193,180,000 
186,650,000 

A deficit of••••••• 7,5301 000 over the preceding 12 months. 

The Wilmington Clearing House Association celebrated last 
year a halt-century of active finanical service. It 1s a 
member of the Fe eral Reserve district of Philadelphia 
and aervee eight member banks. 

The clearing houae, a voluntary organization, was begun on 
October l, 1887, with a total or six banks. 

At the present time the member banks of the clearing house are; 

Union National Banlt 
Farmer a' Banlt 
Central National Banlt 
Equitable Trust Company 
Security Truat Company 
Wilmington Trust Company 
Delaware Trust Company 
Industrial Trust Company 

The member banks not only clear their own checks and banking 
records through the clearing hou~e, but 1n addition, each 
individual banlt acts as a clearing houae for other 
institutions not affiliated directly with the clearing house. 

The office of the organization works smoothly with member 
banks rendering a daily service 1n the matter of cle ring 
checks and 7otiable instruments tor financial institutions 
in thi city. 

Crops--A drop of nearly ,000,000 in Delaware's income from er-ops 
for 1938 from the figure of the previous year is reported 
by c. E. Burkhead and Paul L. ·arner, a !cultural 
atatiaticians of the u. s. Bureau Agricultural ~onomics. 

The estimated value of last yenr•, y1e:Lt is placed at 
,9781 000. The Delaware C~op Reporting Service reported 

368,000 acres harvested 1n 1937 compared with 3561 00 acres 
harvested 1n 1938. 
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INFORMATION TAKEN FROM CLIPPINGS 

Government 

11£.ard of Park Conn:nisa1oners 

70 years 1n xistence. 

Control 760 acres of p rk land. 

Per capita acreage--1 to every 122 persons. 

The layout comprises: 

North, South Brandywine and Delamora arks, purchased by the 
city in 1886. 
Kirkwood Park, acquired in 1887. 
Rookford Park, donated by lwilliam P. Bancroft in 1869. 
F.den Park, purchased from the old Garasche estate in 1890. 
Old Soldier's P rk, acquired in 1903. 
Canby Park, the gift ot Pierre s. and Irenee DuPont. 
Rodney Square, Prioo Run and Se lers Park. 

William P. Bancroft elected to the Boa~d ot Park Commissioners 
in 1904-served for 18 yeara. He donated generously toward 
planting or trees along Rockrord Park Drivaway--also 
developed Ba1D&rd stadium. 

First swimming pool4 opened in South Brandywine Park, at the 
foot of Adams Street in 1897. 

Today the W1lm1ngton Board of Park Commissioners oontroli 

28 baseball and softball dia onds 
23 supervised playgrounds 
32 tennis courts 

6 football · fields 
5 sw1nnn1ng pools 
2 soccer fields 
2 hockey fields 
6 wading pools and showers 

13 firplacee 
6 p1on1o grounds 

1938 attendance at playground• and indoor oenters-506,047 persons. 
1938 attendance at swimming poola-2541 336 persons. 

Other tracts--Br1nghurst Woods 
Alapocaa Woods 
Thirtieth Street Park 
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INFORMATION FROM "WHAT TO SEE IN AMERICA" 

by Clitton Johnson 

Flora tmd Fqp,a 

G&ographJ 

Histor7 

Length or Delaware-100 miles 
Width ot Delaware-- 10 to 35 mile• 

Higheet polnt--Centerville-440 feet above aea level 

Compar1n1op••The three ml.lest tatea in the Union are 
Rhode Island, Delawa~e and Conneot1cut
Delaware ia about twice the sis ot d 
Ialand and halt the size of Connecticut. 

Eleyat1on--Koat~y low and level 

Swampa--great cypress wampa at southern end of state and 
Maryland covers 501 000 er••• 

.Qrigin ot the ppe ot Detf•:f•--Delaware ears the name of 
an early governor or rg nia. who sail d up the river 
in 1610. 

Called "Diyond Stat•" because it combines amallneat and 
importance. 

"Blue Hen's Chickeft1•--A single regiment Ot Delaware soldiers 
fought in the evolution and rendered valiant service. 

They carried a number of gamtioooks, said to have been 
the brood ot a blue hen. Hence the aold.1 rs themaelves 
were dubbed the "Blue Hen's Chicken•." 

r 



Sports and Recreation 

Thomas Kenney 
June 14, 1939 

cu 

GOLF 

Golf is one of the more recent games to come into favor 

in ~elaware, and America, but it is interesting to note the 

first use of the name in a Delaware book. Elizabeth Montgomery 

in her Reminiscences of Wilmington (1851) writes as follows, 

the time being approximately 1798 or 1799: 

• 

"Many can. recall hour~ pleasantly spent at the 
old Barley Mill, sliding and skating; groups 
of young persons and schools assemble here to 
enjoy the healthful. exercise. Those of riper 
years, too, have had their hours ot recreation. 
In days gone by A.H. Rowan (Irish refugee) and 
two Scotchmen, John Fleming, long a worthy towns
man and proprietor of the mill, with his friend 
William Key, have played a game called "GOLFING." 
They drew a circle on the ice, and had a stone 
round, but rather flat on one side, in size and 
shape much like an old fashioned roll of tobacco; 
in this a handle was placed, by which it was 
pushed over the ice, something like pitching 
Quoits. This game has long been forgotten, 
like those who took delight in it." 

This of course was not golf, but the other popular Scotch 

game of curling. 

The first known set of golf clubs in Wilmington were owned 

by J. Danforth Bush, who bought them in Edinburgh, Scotland, 

while touring the British Isles about the year 1885. The first 

golf played in Delaware was on pasture lands south of the 

Lancaster Pike near Clayton Street. According to available des

criptions of the lay-out, it was tar from ideal. The course, 

which consisted of nine makeshift holes, sprawled over an area 

ot approximately twenty acres, made up of numerous marshy brooks. 

Here and there grew stubbly trees and bushes, and the fa1rwa~s 
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were composed of sparsely-sown grass, quite a bit of it being 

of orchard grass varieties, which gave the fairways an irregular 

growth. The greens were of bare earth, which made putting more 

dependent on luck than accuracy. This course was abandoned 

about seven months after it was started. 

About 1890, some members of the Delaware Field Club, who 

had become interested in golf, laid out a nine hole course at 

their grounds at Elsmere. A peculiarity of the course was that 

it extended beyond the club property, which consisted of less than 

seven acres. Presumably, permission had been obtained from 

neighboring residents to run the course through and around their 

properties. 

Although cricket and tennis were at that time the games 

played mostly by the younger members, it was only a matter of 

time before golf gained popularity with the members who did not 

choose to engage in the more strenuous forms of recreation. Golf 

did not call for vigorous physical strength, and it could be 

played by members of all ages. Naturally, it did not take long 

for the game to become accepted as an ideal pastime by them. 

As Elsmere was becoming more peopled, owing to a real estate 
rM,1'\t. 

develo~ about that time, the golf playing members of the 

Delaware Field Club deemed it advisable to seek new and more 

spacious rields upon which to lay out a better golf course. 

After having considered ~..any proposed sites, negotiations were 

entered into in 1900 with William du Pont, which resulted 1n a 

long term renewable lease on lands situated on the Kennett Pike 

near Rising Sun Lane. The site chosen was a natural layout ror 

a course, for it was well drained with but one brook coursing 

through 1ts fields. The tract contaaned in excess of 120 acres, 
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what had heretofore been grazing ground for dairy herds now 

became an 18-hole golf course. 

Where tbe Delaware Field Club leaves off and tbe Wilmington 

Countr1 begins is purely a matter of conjecture; however, it is 

logical to assume that the latter was born of the former. The 

Delaware Field Club was incorporated 1n 1885 and the Wilmington 

Country Club organized in 1900 and incorporated in 1901. 

As to the accepted dress for golf in that period, many now 

elderl? people recaJ.l having seen "men in odd looking clothes, 

swinging funny sticks at a little white baJ.l and invariably 

accompanied by a boy carrying some kind of a long bag, sus

pended from his shoulder by a wide leather strap." The style 

of dress was distinctly English, or modeled on English lines. 

The garments for golfing gentlemen consisted of spiked shoes, 

heavy woolen hose, knickerbocker breeches or plus fours, loose 

fitting Norfolk coat, tour-in-hand or bow tie, end a soft cap 

with a stiff peak to shade the eyes. It is needless to dwell 

upon the evolution of the styles of dress for golf; time end 

the lessening of the conventions in dress, for comfort's sake, 

have taken care of that. 

References: 
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ilmington in the 1790 1 s 

RIGHTS 0.1:" ALIENS TO HOLD PROP.!£RTY ( 1798) 

(From the Journal of the Senate of the State of Delaware) 

"Wednesday, A. I.1. January 10, 1798. 

1 A petition of Thomas Magens, of the town of New

castle, was presented and read, representing that he is 

a native of the island of St. Thomas, in the West Indies, 

subject to the Crown of Denmark - That he emigrated fr·om 

thence to take up his residence in the United States of 

America, within which he hath resided eight years and 

upwards; five years of which time he hath resided within 

this state - That since his residence within this state, 

he hath purchased eighty-~even acres and an half of land 

in the county of New-Castle - That he intermarried with 

a native of this state, who was seized in her own right 

of two messuages and threa lots in the town of New-Castle, 

subject to the dower of Ingeber Lefever, her mother- That 

his wife is since dead, by whom he hath issue, two chil

dren - That since the decease of his wife he hath pur

chased the dower of Ingeber Lefever, in consideration of 

a rent charge by him, to her, granted - That at the time 

of purchase and the proceedings aforesaid, he had no 

lmowledge that he was to be deemed an alien until natur

alized within tbe United States - That he has been admitted 

a citizen of the United States, agreeably to the provisions 
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of the naturalization act of Conaress, passed the twenty

ninth of January, in the year One Thousand Seven hundred 

and Ninety-five; and praying the Legislature to relin

quish the claim of this state to the aforesaid property, 

by a law for that purpose; and to vest the same in him, 

his heirs, and assigns, agreeably to his conveyances there

fore. 

11 Also the petition of Jo:hn Munc'l_all, representing that 

he is a native of the city of Edinburgh, in the kingdom of 

cotland, and emigrated from thence to the Unitec ~tates, 

ten years ago, and upwards; seven years of which time he 

hath resided within this state - That since his resj_dence 

within this state, he hath purchased a lot of gro1md in 

the town of New-Castle; on which he hath made considerable 

improvements - That he rr.ade said purchase without lmowing, 

that by the laws of the land he would be deemed an alien 

until legally naturalized within the United States - That 

he hath recently been naturalized . agreeably to the provi

sions of the naturalization act of Congress passed on the 

twenty-ninth day of Zanuary, One Thousand Seven Hundred 

and Ninety-five; and praying the Legislature, fer leave 

to bring in a bill relinquishing the claim of this state 

to the aforesaid property, and vesting the same in him, 

his heirs, and assigns, a reeably to his assurances in 

the law for the same. 

"On motion of Tu,r. Alexander, seconded by Mr. Sykes. 

Resolved, That the petitions of Thorr;as Magens and 

John 1 .. undall be referred to a Committee of three. 
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· "Mr. Alexander, kr. Cummins, and lfir. Stockly are, 

the lJembers of this Corr.mi ttee. 

Thursday, A. iiI. January 11, 1798. 

"Mr. Alexander, of the Committee to whom were re

ferr·ed, the peti tlons of Thomas l11ag ens, and John Kunda 11, 

reported. 

"That it is the opinion of the Committee, that each 

of them have leave to brin'" a bill, agree.ably to the 

prayer of their respective petitions. 

''Whereupon the said bills were laid on the table, and 

read. 

1'On motion of Mr. Alexander, seconded b y 11,r. Sykes. 

"The bi l l, entitled, ''An act to prevent the issuing 

of warrants for the l ocation of land,,; was read the third 

time by paragraphs, and 

Passed the Senate. 

Friday, a. M. January 12, 1798. 

''On motion of I,,r. Alexander, seconded by 1.ir. Sykes. 

The bill, entitled, i'An act to vest certain lands 

. in New-Castle county, in Thomas Kagens, notwithstanding 

his being an alien, at the time of purchasing and taking 

the same," was, by special orderjread the second time by 

parag raphs, and 

Passed the Senate. 
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"On motion of Mr . Sykes, seconded by l\~r. Stockly. 

The bill, entitled, "An act to sell a certain let 

of ground, in the town of New-Castle, in John Iv.undall, 

notwithstandine.:; his being an alien at the· tiPJe of pur

chasing the same," was, by special order, read the sec

ond time by paragraph, and 

Passed the Senate. 

"Ordered, That the aforesaid bills be sent to the 

Extracts from the Journal of the Senate of the State of 
Delaware, 1798, pp. 10, 11, 12, 13. 



\ 
' 

Reese Hammond 

V 
The van Dyke / 

come to America from 

one of 

Amsterda~ a 

the families to 

settled wi ~ft et.a~ 1 

at New Amsterdam in the early years of the eventeenth 

Delaware 

family I s arrival on the 

Gregorius van Dyke resided 

&t Elfsborg and was sheriff there between 1644 and 1661. 

Little is known about the development of the 

family between 1661 and their appearance in Saint 

Hundred about 1715 when they purchased 
.) 

land in "Dutch 

Neck11 called "Berwick." Four years Ja ter a tract of 

two hundred, acres on "Doctor• s swamp" was bought from 

John vanhelke, which tract had originally been "patented" 

November 5, 167~ to Ann Whale. rt was at 11 Berwick" that 

Nicholas van Dyke, Sr., was born * , September 25,1738. 

Nicholas van .Uyke, Sr., is known to been admitted 

to the Philadelphia bar in 1765 and is have 

been admitted to the Delaware bar at an earlier date. 

van Dyke Sr., was twice married and fathered tlmee 

children) a 

dauahter 

son 

Nancy 

V n Dyke, Jr., 

married 

and ZAltJO two 

Chief Justice Kensey 

Johns) and Dorcas Montgomery 

Pmnt at a wedding ceremony in the 

married Gharles I. du

presence of General 

Lafayette. 

Nichlas Van ~yke, Sr., served in a number of 
It 



van Dykes#2 

public offices being a member of t he Council in 1776, and 

speaker of this body in 1789. 

of the convention that framed the 

He was also a member 

tate onstitution in 

1776. 

On February 21,1777 
.,,,) 

he was elected ~ ~ke••~e~lt.A!Neanh Judge of the Admiralty, 

and on the same day with James Sykes W&i,., elected delegate 
) 

to the Continental vongress from Delaware. van Dyke, Sr., 

crowned his political a chievements with election to the 

office of President of the s~at7 in which capacity he 

served from 1783 to 1786. 

Death came to Nicholas van Dyke, Sr., February 19,1789 
_) 

and he was buried on his farm just south of 

City. Mis remains were afterwards 

in the Immanuel Churchyard at New Castle. 

Nicholas van Dyke, Jr:, was born in New Castle, 

December 8 1776, the only son of Nicholas van Dyke, sr., 

and----~----~-~. He was graduated from Nassau Hall in 

1788 and entered the offices of his brother-in-law Chief 

Justice Kensey Johns • He was admitted to the bar in 

1791 and soon obtained a large µ,actice. He became 

widely known for ability as a lawyer and was also ~ 

singularly attractive for ease and elegance of manner. 

His ine taste for anchitecture was evidenced by his 

ine houses/ two 

two near that t 

of which were in New 

• Several of these 



.t!o3 

van Dykes #3 

houses are of preservation and are visited 

annually by ta~-~ 
His political life began in 1799 when he was elected 

to the Legislature., th:..s success being followed by his 

election to the House of Representatives in 1809., to the 

of Delaware in 1815., senate 

Senate in 18l'lR in which 

died May 21, 1~6. 

and 

body 

to 

he 

the 

was 

United 

serving 

'J. 
Sates . 

when 

His remains are thought to be interred in the 

Presbyterian Churtard at New castle. 

----~-~30-------
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Biography 

~phraim Herman 

Submitted by Reese Hammond 

Bphraim George ::erman was born the oldest of 

five children of Augustine Herman and Janneken 

Jerlett Herman at New -¾isterdam. e was baptized 

September 1 , lp52 . 

'G!phraim went into business and settled in New 

Castle with his olde~t sister as housekeeper . 

For a number of years Ephraim had sought the hand 

of the dauehter of Johan van Rodenburgh in marriage 

and succeeded in his ambition, September 3, 1677, vhen 

Llizabeth van R.odenburgh became his wife . 

Jtrs Herman was possessed with a quiet d::.spos::.tlon, 

fine er1ucation, a!1d t.:reat respect for the w or:r of C:od . 

She bore her husband four children; nar1ely, J.u.:: 1"t:·~ e , 

ugustina, Samuel and T"nhraim . 

Mr Herman cha.nr;ed from an artful, hypocritical 

youth to sober , in'lu::;tr · ous piirsuits qnd acqu.~.red 

18.llrl. or t:1e Sout:1 river both fro,~ '1is fR.th.or 

hls own initiative . ITe becam0 wic1cly 11.:nown for 

tru"tworthiness n.nd won t''c re<=1noct of 11·::; fellow 

citizens for h:c honest and S.qun.re dea::..ing . 

nuc:1 

and b:'.'" 

his 



---2---':'phrairn 

Like his fath0r he ,;ms a s11rvoyor and s erved in 

th::.s capacity at Hew Castle. In additi, n to this offlce.,1 

he filled oth~r positions of trust. He was clerk of 

at :ew Castl3 and 'C'plandJ cl0rk of pArinits, 

entries, and clearinrrs of custo1,1s on the '"Jelaware./ and 

receiver of quit-rents within the jurindiction of the 

!;ew Castln courts. In 1679 he was sent to 1'Jev1 York 

in coHoany wi t:1 r r John I'oll ~nd C:aptain Cantvrnll to 

present grievancAs to t:10 r;overnor. 

3phrai~ was hif in the favor of h.ts father 

for th8 elder ::erman gave portions of his vast 

holdin;;s to each of t hP other children but made 

,..,phraim ,owner for life, of the greater part. F'lder 

lerma.n also empowered ... ~phrait1 to hire or s ell any 

part as he saw fit. 

In later years phraL co,.,..r:ircte( hims el,&' with th0 

Labnrlist movoment and by doin, · so incurred t l"e wrath 
PT, 

of his father. One of the credo s of the order made 

abstinence a 

ing...) returned 

virtue. 

to her. 

~phraim / left h:s 

:Ii s f 'l tllc"t• wrote 

wife but...) repent-

a / codicil to ~ 

will rmkinrr three 0f his riPip;'-bors his e xecntors ..:) as:3ie;ninz 

as his rea::rnn for the chance fear that Lphrai.-:-i mir,ht 

proselyte h5 s brot~1 rs and sis tr-rs out of th0ir holdirrs 

ar..d t"e Labadists come into possession of the lands. 

Ephraim uerman died ·vith~_n two years after his association 

La1)'ldist first s 11fferin · a 

insanity ;> th,is fulfillins 



----3---"'<.:phraim 

that he mi~ht not live two years after join:nc the 

sect. 

----30---
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Johnston, George, History of Cecil County, r·aryland, 

Published by author, Fl <:ton, 1"d., 1881. 
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l~azard and J~'i:bchell, 1850. 
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-2- GOV ............ cu.,NT IN D 
Present ernment 

County: Public Health 

th re ort and th pati nts he feel are necessary. (3) 

In Kent County an allo ance of 4 day 1s made to 

to the hop t ls for the care of oh patient tted. 

Reports of the hospital must bo submitted to Levy Court, 

to ether th statement sholin the name, address, and 

ailment o the atient, a iell as the date of admittance 

n disch r • (S) 

or stri ·ent r gulations overn the indi ent sick 

of Susa x County, where an llo ano is also made o 4 

a d Y• All hosp1t 1 and institution ad.mittin patient 

at county expens must b a proved by the dical Council 

o Dela re before filin claim for a rvic s ith the 

L vy Court. It is nee sary for the tint to have b n 

a re 1dent of ela r for six months and of Sussex Cowity 

for thl~oe months before tre tment can be obtain d at cowity 

expense. Ac rtificate must also b obtained by the patient 

rom the attend1n physician before n notary ublic setting 

forth the need or medical id and an inability to ersonally 

bar the xpens. (In such cases, the notary is limited to 

char in fee of ten cents or each affidavit) The Levy 

ourt points n nvestigator at a sal 17 of 125 a month 

to exam.in nll sue case. The invest! tor holds of ice 

a th le ur o Levy Court. (2) 

To c re for patients suffer1 from cont gious dis-

eases not adm1ss1bl to other hos it ls, a separ te appro

priation of 10,000 1 mad y tho Levy c~urt of e C stle 

County .tor the ris emor1al onta ious Hospital unit of the 
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ESSAY MN£ERIAL for AGRICULTURE AND FARM LIFE 

HOLLY ·~REATH MAKING AND THE HOLLY INDUSTRY 

The general story on hol 7 y was originally in MILLSBORO, 
but was taken out of there by the Washington office to 
be put in the essay on Agriculture and Farm Life. 

Thanksgiving Jay in Lower Delaware is celebrated by feasting, 

as elsewhere_, but the thoughts of hundreds of farm families on that 

day run ahead to the making of holly wreaths, which starts by cus

tom the next day and continues until the middle of December. In 

1936 there were shipped from .Jlillsboro and other points more than 

2 million holly wreaths, a large quantity of other evergreen 

decorations, and 6,000 cases of loose holly branches, at a total 

value of ~t1185,OOO. This figure, however, marked a llb decline 

from $400,000 in 1927, the peak year, when Delaware was the greatest 

holly-producing State in the country, following the decline of 

New Jersey holly. The center of the industry is moving down the 

coast; in 1936 Maryland was the leading producer. Vandalism and 

crude harvesting methods are given as the reasons for the sharp 

decline in Delaware since 1927. Wanton or thoughtless butchery of 

holly trees has resulted in annual campaigns by the Forestry Depart

ment and garden clubs to explain rroper methods of harvesting md 

to persudae wreath-makers and buyers not to kill the goose that lays 

the golden egg. 

Because of the decline of wild holly the £:t•tB I<'orestry Depart

ment has started the raising of English holly, considered superior 



olly story for ESSAY - P• 2 

commer~ially to American holly (see STATE FORESTRY NURSERY: Tour 2). 

The Delaware holly industry began in the 1890 1 s when William 

Buell of Milford shipped 3.,000 cases to Chicago at one dollar a 

case. Previously scorned by farmers and timber men, holly thenceforth 

developed into a major Delaware crop. A single family may make 

$200 in a season -- money long anticipated for Christmas shopping 

and winter clothes for the children. 

Dy Decembe:i: 10 eoe:i:, .fax11ih:ott::,e kibehen ::,i,e::7::, bxigh:t wi 

coal-011 e~, busy, 

and aoeia~lo gathoPing: mon,womon,ana eh~±~ng- in a gPoon-

From 'I·hanksgi ving on, entire families, ~xElxpclc.x.llrulx1•lx1,nrq. 

white and Negro, take to the dark and misty pine forests to cut 

the holly twigs and berries and the limber gum switches to make 

hoops. Singly or in groups -- often singing when not trespassing 

on pasted land they seek out every holly tree with berries or 

leaves good enough; the twigs go into one "grass sack" (burlap bag), 

the berries into another. Twigs and berries are then stored in cool 

dark places in farmhouses awaiting the wreathmaking. 

By December 10 every farmhouse kitchen stays bright with 

coal-oil lamps far into the night. Inside is a cosy, busy, and 

sociable gathering, men, women and children working in a green-and-red 

litter of twigs and berries, deftly wi:ning them on 10-inch gum or 

wire hoops, laughing., talking, l~ying wagers about the number of 

wroaths ("reefs") they will make that night. Plying fingers are 
. 

gloved against the sharp prickles of the leaves. ireaths with 

naturo.l berries bring a higher price than those with the artificial 

berries furnished by the buyers. But in late years, the berry crops 

being poor, artificial berries are used more and more. 



story for -~SAY - p. 3 

By day the scores of holly buyers and agents t 1·avel the back 

country, visiting every farmhouse and purchas!ng stacks of finished 

wreaths for four to eight cents each, depending on quality. Roads 

are full of pick-up trucks -- "tote-and fetches" -- loaded with 

six-foot cylinders of wreaths on poles to be taken to the markets 

in the towns. 

In the face of the difficulty in supplying the increased demand for 

Christmas greens, there has appeared a tendency to use plants and 

trees previously ignored in the region. In some sections the red 

cedars that decorated the landscape f or years are now forlorn 

skeletons, stripped bare of foliage. The more accessible trees 

along·the roads suffer kx most. There is yet no concerted public 

opinion in the region against despoiling natural ERW:.q: beauty. 

I<· ew Sussex-Countians have wished to protect the roadside cedars 

for any reason other than their future use as fence posts. In spite 

of the depletion of marketable timber, the farmers, consciously or 

unconsciously, still regard trees as enemi~s waiting to recapture 

farmland that was laboriously cleared a generation or two ago. Any 

Sussex field left untilled f?r five years is covered with five-foot 

loblolly pines, scrub oak and baby cedars. 

#11## #### 
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HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF DELAWARE 
Old Town Hall, Wilmington 24, Delaware 

GEN. J. ERNEST SMITH 
Honorary Presidenl 

GEORGE WINCHESTER 
Secretary 

HON. RICHARD s. RODNEY 
President 

Roo~tAN WARD 
Tr,asurn 

}fr . W.D.Lewis, 
University of Delaware 
Newark, Delaware 

'"fly dear Mr. Lewis, 

ROBERT H. RICHARDS 
Isl t'ice Presidenl 

GERTRUDE BRINCKLE' 
Librarian 

HENRY F. DUPONT 
Znd Vice President 

RUTHANNA HINDES 
Assistant Librarian 

This is to thank you most sincerely 
on behalf of the Society for the index to the 1851 
edition of Betsy Montgomery's Reminiscences of 
Wilmington. As you doubtless know, the Library 
here made one of the l 74 edition,so we are now all 
properly in order. 

It was very kind of you to think of us,and 
in return I am enclosing some notes on Brown and 
Hynson , who wrote 110ur Delaware~the State Song. 
I also have photographs, and can lend you the 
negatives, if you care for the~. It was surprisingly 
hard to find out about Brown, J,,rs . Charles T.Brown 
had a scrapbook with undated clippings, and we 
finally got his burial and death from the sexton 
of St. Peter's Cathedral. We never did find his 
birth, or what his initials Will ~.S Brown stand for. 
In the course of the chase, I penetrated the 
Red and Blue kasonic Lodges, and the Delaware 
Saengerbund Library. 'fhey tell me that they have 11 the 
oldest books in Delaware," 

You were good to send us anything, when I 
have never replied about joining the library special 
association which you wrote me about. (Never end a 
sentenc with a preposition) • I have been intending 
to look into it further. 

~ith best regards and thanks again, 
Sincerely yours, , 

-¼1-~/~/ 
1:.a.y 13th, 1948. Librarian. 



Compo ere of State Song. •our Delaware! written in 1916, 
fo lly de the S te Son by Act of tegislature, 1926. 

the usio. eorge B.Hynaon wrote the words. 

oto n,attaohed. 
GEORGE B. BYBSOI 

Georf • tnaon, born pril 3, l86! n ar iltord laware,di d c 6,1926 
inf ilade phla. uried in ilford. or iogr ph1oal not.,••• "Dela•re 
Hi torio E nta• by dnrd • Cooch, 1946, p.1,6. 

WILL J&. 

1860, - Oot 22,1917) oompoaer of reli ioue usio 
ental,th eon of Jame• and ily Ferguson rown,•• 

orn in 1 ington. His tather ,an Englieh printer, ns with .D. 11 
printer, 110 eat 12th St, ilm.ington. J• rowna ere ataunoh aptists, and ill .S.Brown•• tirat 
po ition a or nist at t Dela•r• Ave. ptiet Cburoh,at the• e ot 14,for 
Thia began a long seri I ot po itiona as organiatJ rive yeara at St.Patriok•a 
Church, 9 years at st. ary•a,4 yeara at St.Paul•a,and some time at the eat 
Preabyterian. It 1a not known at what time he went to rmany to etudy,but 
he received a uai-oal education at Leip io. In 1888 The ilmington C9llege 
ot uaio •• organis d by Dushane Cloward. and Will .S.Brown •• instructor 
of piano. 

r l 06 to 1917.he fo ed the buainasa partnership of rown 
rda, publi era of usio, with • Cbarlea T.Ed•rds, himselt a 

co poser. 
or forty two y ra rown a i entitied with unio l activitiea 

in ton, compoain and publishing ny anth • and several oratorio•, 
w ich er iven r•a •Elijah and the idow 01 Zarephatff11 "The Story of Chri1t• 
•t e ixty Si.Xth Psa La1&Z"U8• These ere presented int at reabyt•rian 
Church und rte direction of cob .Clymer with a chorus of eighty voioea, 

11 d the hil onio ChDn••• ,ach p rfo noe a atten ed by a capacity 
audie e. e also oo poaed. biblee~l Opera, hioh • pr·duoed by the lka 
and ran for a week) entitled ftKing Solomon.• 

rown •• me r ot t.e uacript Club•or Philadel hia, 
on oft e moat ex luaive usical or ani1&tiona in the oountry,of which he•• 
later chosen preaident. In 1894 he na director ot the Columbian Glee Club. 
He a popular with local uaioal organisatio in the state. 

In 1916 the mrd for a tat• So w.a given to rown am yneon 
tor •0ur Delaare•.1t was de the official state ong by aot of 1 islat re 
after rown•• death. 

His laet c position•• •tet not your heart • troubl d•. ia 
rtner brou ht him the p blish d mue1o ~uat be ore he died.but he at en 

too wea to peak. Thie anthe •• sung at hia funeral,at St.Peter•• Cat edral, 
attended by throngs. i• trien • in all deno inationa w re w 11 
repre ntedJ th Sa.en rbund volunte rd to sin J ela•r• mu iciana were is 
pall rer• J Charla • Edward• Choir 1 ader of the la•re Avenu pti1t 
ChurchJ ore E. ing, pworth etho iat Church, aoob T.Cl~ er, eat Pre byt rian 
C uroha T.Le lie Carpenter, rinity Epieoopal C uroh, 1111 T. hi te oCabe 

e orial,and erman Go een,baritone,who often sang Brown•• co positions. 
e w • survived by hie aiater, in ane rown, nd hia wife• 

t e form r ry E. urn, wb he rri din June 2llt, 1887. T ey no 
chidren, but his wite•a n ~hew, ohn cGough, of whe r. rown ry fond 
as his usical heir. 

On ov.25,1917,a orial concert wa iven in hi honor at the 
rrick Theatre,attended 1400 frien •• ayor Lawson in a tribute to •• s rown 

on this occ aion, said "More of his orks are eung in the ohurohea oft e United 
Statea on the avera e Sunday.tan the work ot any other erioan• poaer •• 
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