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I believe the following will be of interest as
11lustrative of the nethod s emmloyed by the German Govern-
nent in the sxnropriation and eelzure of nrivate nronerty.
As this 1 n matter wvhich I bellieve we will have o concern
curselves with more in this Departnent in the next monthe
the mithlesencans of the measures employed is, nt the leaet,
interesting %o note.

A Mr. and Mra, Jolles, who are cither Auetrian or
Czech oltizens, tnilt up through thelr initiantive, induastry
and bueinees abllity » very considerahle businese in Austria

which adout a year ago wns employing altogether, denending

upon the season, from 6,000, to 10,000 workers elther in

faotories or in their homes. Most of the workers 4id thelr

work at home. The buesinese centered around the production
of all sorte of articles in which needlepoint and tapestry
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were the prineipal value. The Tirm exported very oconsiderable
quamities of needlepoint and tapeetry bage and other novelties
to the United States and to other countries., The businenss
wan almost entirely an export husiness., Mr. and Mra. Jolles
fracguently ocsne to thia country in connection with thelr
businees nnd were well nnd favorably known here, 7Their
businesa here pgrew to suoh vroportlons that MHrae., Jollea spent
n gond deal of her ftime here and wae in New York at the tinme
of the oosupation of Austria by Gemany.

Her huaband wap immediantely arrestad hy the German
authorities for no anvarent reason. In order that he micht
continue %o oonduet hie business whiah employed so many reople
and as he 1la a somi-invalid needing oconstant medical onre

and attendsnca, he was removed from the nrison and kept in

so~callaed "protective oustody" in his home. The Musinens

hae been selzed by the German authorities and he is %o de
completely divested »f thiz rainfully dbullt up property.
The only possible excuse for the seizure ie that 1t is a good
business which hae long been envied by ocertain competitorsa.
Hrs. Jollea hae on neveral ocoasione been in touch with
me from lew York with regard to her husbandleaving Vienna., I
have told her that there 1s nothing we oan do to give hinm
nroteation se he in not an American citizen. A viea oguld
be iseued to Mr. Jolles at any tine for permanent resildence

in this country by our Consulate General in Vienna whioh I
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sm sure ie dlaposed to Ao so as Mr. Jolles har consideradle
nroperty in this countyry and the publise charge olmuse could
not come into question. In converentions over the talephone
from Vienna %o his wife in Hew York Mr. Jolles has nmade 1%
elear that the Uerman authorities will not npermit hinm to
leave until) he has Alveeted himeelf of hie nroperty.
lire. Jollen informs me that on several oooasionas those who
were guarding her heband got on the tel ephone and %old her
in brutal langusge that unless ghe would elgn away her righte
her Miasband wae in danger of his 14ife,

Era. Jolleg has now telephoned me from New York %o
eny thaet ehe had a telephone gonverantion with her huehand
in Yienna yesterday in whioh he informed her that Af she
wlghed %0 nave hie 1ife she would have to ocone te Paris. In
view of her having refused oconeglastently to retuwrn fo Vienna
where she falt she would be An danger and where che oould do
no pgood there came an a conerequence thie Adscision of the
German suthorities %o take her hushand to Parle. My, Joller
informed Mra. Jolles yesterdiay over the telenhone that he wne
being taken by the German authorities to Parde under puard

and thet 1f she wished to save his 1ife ghe wae %o mest hin

there. The ldea wans that she had to sign certaln doounents

relenalne thelr business to the Gernan authoritlien,
lrs. Jolles ncked me 4f there was anything we could do through

our
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our Smbasasy in Parlie to ald her., I told her there wan
nothing we could do as al)l theese events were taking place
outside of our Juriadiption and nelther she nor Mr. Jolles
were Amerdcan oitizens. Ghe #ald che was goling to Parle
and would be willing to sign any papers ond divest heraplf
of all her property or rights in property in order %o save
her hushand,

lra, Jolles informed me that she no longer has an
Aiptrian pasgport ut ies travelling on an afidavit in lisu
of a passport. Thig affidavit has, she says, been visapd

-

by the Frenah Consulate in New York for travel teo Paris.
I asked hor whether, vhen she got thle visa, che Informed
the Prench Consulate of the elroumstsnces under which wh@'
was going to Paris snd she sald that she had. I asked hapr
whether the Prench consular suthorities had of fered an
aonnent asz to the strange olroumatancea and she endd they
wd offered none. I asked her whether eshe hnd Informed the
french Consulate that her huaband was being brought there
under guard an? ghe eald that e=he had.

It is only neosseary further to add that Mr. and Mrs.
Jolles have enjoyed here and in Auastria and in other countries
in Zurone where they are known a very good renutation in every

way and have been known for thelr upright snd sorrect business

practices. Having known of thie firm for a mumber of years, I
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ean concelve of no possible reason for thie notion by

the Cerman authordties except the desire to lay hands on

what may be Jewlsh owned property. I had never thought of

sither of them nae Jeowa.

I nay ndd that I am confident that the Jerman nuthorities
have been naking thile effort to get Mra. Jollees to iustria
in order that they may exercise pressure to seoures poasesasion
of the prorerty vhich 1a owned by the firm outside of

Austriae. '
Ge s Hessmaranith.
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