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1. Name 

historic Rebuilding S t .  Georges Hundred, New Castle County, 1850-1880 

and/or common 

2. Location 
street & number s e e  i n d i v i d u a l  nominations - not for publication 
- 

city, town - vicinity of congressional district 

state code county code 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership 
- district - public - building@) ,, private 
- structure - both 
- site Public Acquisition 
- object - in process 
x thematic  - being considered 

NA 

Status 
X - occupied - unoccupied 
- work in progress 
Accessible 
y e s :  restricted 
x yes: unrestricted 

no 

Present Use 
2 agriculture - museum 
- commercial - park 
- educational L private residence 
- entertainment - religious 
- government scientific 

industrial transportation 
miiiiary - other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name s e e  ?ndiv idua l  nominations 

street & number 
- - 

citv. town - vicinitv of state 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. New C a s t l e  County Courthouse, Recorder of Deeds 

street & number 7th  and French S t r e e t s  

Wil.mington 
city, town state Delaware 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Delaware Cultural Resource Survey x 

title CRS N-9567 has this property been determined eligible? - yes -no 

date - federal - state - countv - local 
- 

de~osi tot '~ for survev records 
--- 

citv. town state 



Condition Check one Check one 
- excellent - deteriorated -?- unaltered X original site 
2. good - ruins 2 altered m o v e d  date 
-- fair - unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The twenty-eight s i t e s  included i n  t h e  thematic  nomination, "Rebuilding 

S t .  Gec'rges Hundred, 1850 - 18801', a r e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of a broad p a t t e r n  

of h i s t o r i c a l l y  documented a r c h i t e c t u r a l ,  a g r i c u l t u r a l ,  and s o c i a l  change 

t h a t  swept through southern  New C a s t l e  County, Delaware, i n  t h e  second and 

t h i r d  q u a r t e r s  of t h e  19th century.  The s e l e c t e d  s i t e s  a l l  document one 

of t h r e e  major a r e a s  of change i n  domestic a r c h i t e c t u r e  as i t  r e l a t e s  t o  

r ebu i ld ing  c3c les :  t h e  improvement of s tanding  bu i ld ings ,  t h e  replacement of 

s t and ing  s t r u c t u r e s ,  and t h e  development of new s i t e s  (o f t en  a t  t h e  c o s t  of 

abandoning e a r l i e r  s e t t i n g s ) .  Also a s soc i a t ed  wi th  t h e s e  dwell ings and t h e  

s o c i a l  processes  they r ep resen t  and a r t i c u l a t e ,  a r e  a number of a g r i c u l t u r a l  

bu i ld ings  r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  new design op t ions  f o r  work space developed i n  t h e  

course of t h e  r ebu i ld ing .  1 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y ,  a l l  t h e  ind iv idua l  components of t h e  nomination a r e  

u n i f i e d  through t h e i r  embodiment of t h e  r ebu i ld ing  theme. They are a l l  

r u r a l  farmsteads which su rv ive  i n  predomf.nantly a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e t t i n g s ,  although 

those  s e t t i n g s  a r e  threa tened  by t h e  inc reas ing  demands of i n d u s t r i a l  and 

r e s i d e n t i a l  usage. A l l  t h e  bu i ld ings  make use  of a 1.ocally c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  mix 

of I t a l i a n a t e ,  Second Empire, Gothic,  l a t e  Federal ,  and Greek Revival 

a r ch i t ec tu ra l l e l emen t s .  More s i g n i f i c a n t  however, is t h e  way t h e  new and 

r e b u i l t  hciuses of t h e  per iod  r ede f ine  s o c i a l  and domestic r e l a t i o n s h i p s  through 

t h e  o rgan iza t ion  of household spaces.  The appearance of center-passage p lans  

coupled wi th  s e r v i c e  wings desc r ibe  a p a t t e r n  of usage fundamentally d i f f e r e n t  

from t h e  mainstream of domestic a r c h i t e c t u r e  c h a r a c t e r i z i n g  t h e  same a r e a  p r i o r  

t o  1820,, The same d i s t i n c t i o ~ s  extend t o  farm bu i ld ings ,  bu t  i n  t h e i r  design 

t h e  form of a r c h i t e c t u r e  is  more obviously symbolic i n  t h e  f l u x  ~f more 

slowly changing e t t i t u d e s  t o  t h e  a c t u a l  u se  of work space.  The preceding 

comments a r e  intended t o  i n t r cduce  t h e  b a s i c  precepts  t-ehind t h e  nominatior,. 

TFese ideas  a r e  ampl i f ied  and i l l u s t r a t e d  through t h e  cons t iuent  p a r t s  of t h e  

nomination and f u l l y  developed i n  t h e  s ta tement  c f  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  



8. Significance 

Period 
- prehistoric 
- 1400-1 499 
- 1500-1 599 
- 1600-1 699 
- 1700-1 799 
X - 1800-1899 
- 1900- 

Areas af Significance--Check and justify below 
- archeology-prehistoric . community planning - landscape a r c h i t e c t u r e  religion 
- archeology-historic - conservation - law - science - agriculture - economics - literature - sculpture 

architecture - education - military - social1 -x- 
- art - engineering - music humanitarian 
- commerce - explorationlsettlement - philosophy - theater 
- communications - industry - politicslgovernment -- transportation 

- invention - other (specify) 

Specific dates BuilderIArc Aitect 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The twenty-eight p r o p e r t i e s  included i n  t h e  "Rebuilding S t .  Gec:rges 

Hundred, 1850-!8801' thematic  nominstion a r e  e l i g i b l e  f o r  l i s t i n g  i n  t h e  

National  Reg i s t e r  of H i s t o r i c  P laces  under Criteria A and C - h i s t o r i c a l  events  

and a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s i g n i f i c a ~ c e .  The p r o p e r t i e s  s e l e c t e d  f o r  t h e  n o m i n a t i ~ n  

r e t a i n  t h e i r  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  i r i t e g r i t y  a s  i t  r e l a t e s  t o  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  per iod  

under cons idera t ion .  I n  some in s t ances  t h e  i n t e g r i t y  of nominated bu i ld ings  

a n t e s a t i n g  t h e  mid 19th century has  been coml~romf.sed a s  a d i r e c t  r e s u l t  of 

h i s t o r i c a l l y  doclimented a c t i o n s  taker, i n  t h e  middle decades of t h e  1800s. 

His tor ica l . ly ,  t h e  r e b u i l d i c g  of S t .  Georges Hundred has  i t s  o r i g i n s  i n  

t h e  e a r l y  19th century i n  t h e  yea r s  p r i o r  t o  1820. Through t h e  18th  century 

and i n t o  t h e  f i r s t  two decades of t h e  19th century,  b~i i lc i ing  a c t i v i t y  i n  

S t .  Georges Hundred moved thrcugh a s e r i e s  of bu i ld ing  cyc les .  These cyc les  

can be read a s  gene ra l ly  consecut ive,  b ~ t  as a l s o  having s u b s t a n t i a l  per iods 

of  overlap.  I n  o r d e r  they  a r e  1) impermanev.t a r c h i t e c t u r e  rep laced  by 2)  

durable  b o u c i n ~  beginning as e a r l y  a s  t h e  c l o s e  of t h e  f i r s t  genera t ion  of 

permanent English se t t l emen t ,  and 3)formally increased  through t h e  in t roduc t ion  

of s t a i r  passage p l a ~  types  i n  t h e  l a t e  1740s. By t h e  c l o s e  of the: 18th 

century 4) t h e  p a t t e r n  of s e p a r a t e  k i t chen  bu i ld ings  began t o  be rep laced  by 

t h e  clistom of i n c o r p o r a t i r ~ g  k j t chens  onto t h e  secondary and t e r t i a r y  e l eva t ions  

of t h e  main hcluse as s e r v i c e  wings o r  ells.  This  genera l  p a t t e r n  of bu i ld i ag  

hzLs been docllmented throughout t t e  e n s t e r n  seaboard of thc: UnFted S t a t e s  and 

the: Canadian ntaritimes. I n  t h e  Chesapeake Bay reg ion  of t h e  upper Sout t  

f o r  el z r p l c  impermar.enc.e iri a r c h i t e c t u r e  remained a v i a b l e  t r a d i t i o n  we!l 

into t h e  18th  eeneury, whi le  i n  New England and southeas te rn  Pennsylvaxia 

t h e  ;noye t o  durable  bu i ld ing  bega2 t o  occur i n  t he  f i r s t  geae ra t ioa  of 

recorded se t t l emen t .  

By the  t h i r d  q u a r t e r  of the  18th century  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  t r a d i t i o n s  of 

southern New C a s t l e  Co:snty i n  gene ra l ,  axd S t .  Gearges Hundred i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  



9. Major Bibliosranhical References 

See cont inuat ion  sheet 

I 0. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 

Quadrangle name 

UMT References 

Zone Easting 
11)1111) 
Northing 

Quadrangle scale 

Zone Easting Northing 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

See i n d i v i d u a l  nominations 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

I 1 . Form Prenared BY 

of Delaware 3-28-84 
oraanization date 

street & number I, - telephone 451-34 

I 2. Slate Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
- - -- 

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

- national -- state x.- local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for tne National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 
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had been f u l l y  developed. A t  t h e  time of t h e  1816 t a x  assessment,  t h e  ma jo r i t y  

of bu i ld ings  i n  S t .  Georges Hundred were b u i l t  of wood. Of t h e  567 t axab le s  

only  30 percent  owned land and dwell ings.  Within t h a t  sample b r i c k  dwell ings 

were a v a i l a b l e  t o  only 5 percent  of t h e  t o t a l  t axab le  populat ion.  The l a c k  

of owner-occupant housing f o r  twc t h i r d s  of t h e  popula t ion  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t .  

Almost 400 t axab le  i nd iv idua l s  and t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  were l i v i n g  i n  housing 

provided f o r  them on o t h e r  people 's  l ands .  Some of t hese  dwell ings were on 

out  plantatAons, bu t  t h e  major i ty  seem tc  have been grouped around crossroads ,  

i n  v i l l a g e s ,  o r  i n  c l o s e  proximity t o  t h e  owners' dwell ings.  The types of 

bu i ld ings  t h e s e  f o l k  occupied were t y p i c a l l y  h a l l  o r  h a l l - p a r l o r  p lan  dwell ings 

wi th  s e p e r a t e  ou tbu i ld ings  conta in ing  t h e  cooking func t ions  of t h e  household 

and q u a r t e r s  f o r  s e rvan t s .  There were, of course ,  t h e  houses of t he  wealthy 

which incorpora ted  f a s h i o n a l l e  s t a i r  passage p l ans  and a t t ached  s e r v i c e  wings. 

I n  terms of long term d u r a b i l i t y ,  i t  is  t h e  l a t t e r  which have survived and 

skewed our  percept ions  of what t he  normative range of housing included i n  terms 

of form and f a sh ion .  

The per iod  of t h e  e a r l y  19th century witnessed s e v e r a l  major economic, 

s o c i a l  and demographic s h i f t s  which s e t  t h e  s t a g e  f o r  t h e  r ebu i ld ing  per iod  t o  

fol low i n  t h e  mid 1800s. F i r s t ,  t h e r e  was a  genera l  popula t ion  decrease 

throughout t h e  hundred from 1800 t o  1820. This  was r e l a t e d  i n  p a r t  t o  a  break 

up of farms i n  terms of s i z e  over t h e  predeeding century and a  genera l  d e c l i n e  

i n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p roduc t iv i ty .  Second, i n  response t o  a  perceived a g r i c u l t u r a l  

c r i s i s ,  t h e  New Cas t l e  County a g r i c u l t u r a l  sc:ciety was formed wi th  t h e  goa l  

of promoting a g r i c u l t u r a l  refcrm and t h e  methods of s c i e n t i f i c  farming. An 

unspoken a spec t  of t h i s  reform was t h e  r econso l ida t ion  of l and  i n t o  l a r g e r  

ho ld ings  - an achievement which can be seen  i n  t h e  1816 t a x  r e t u r n s .  Third,  

t he  opening of t h e  cana l ,  an a c t  of more s jmbol ic  than p r a c t i c a l  consequence, 

mirrored a  c l o s i n g  down of a  t r ans -At l an t i c  market p l ace  i n t o  one def ined  

by r eg iona l  urban cen te r s .  Fourth,  t h e  c u l t i v a t i o n  of peaches, as la market 

r a t h e r  than  a d i s t i l l e r y  crop,  s igna led  a  new type of a g r i c u l t u r e  which 

w a s  t o  become dominant i n  t h e  decades fo l lowing  t k e  C i v i l  War. Peaches had 

been grown l o c a l l y  s i n c e  t h e  mid 18th century ,  bu t  t h e i r  c u l t i v a t i o n  r e l a t e d  

t o  t he  f inanc ing  of mid 19th-century bu i ld ing  a c t i v i t y  is  overestimated. 
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The p a t t e r n  of response t o  t hese  va r ious  s i t u a t i o n s  was t h e  cont inued 

acqu i s t i on  of l and  i n t o  consol ida ted  holdings farmed on a sha re  economy by 

r e s i d e n t  farm managers. A s  depopulat ion increased ,  t h e  q u a l i t y  i n  t enan t  

housing improved but  t h e  bus iness  r e l a t i o n s  between farm owners, managers, 

and day l a b o r  became more formal and were more l i k e l y  t o  be maintained 

i n  recorded c o n t r a c t s .  There w a s  an increased  r e l i a n c e  on farm machinery 

ranging from wagons t o  r eape r s ,  and a corresponding i n t e r e s t  i n  t he  use 

of l ime,  manures, and o ther  f e r t i l i z e r s .  By t h e  time of t h e  1850 a g r i c u l t u r a l  

census farming i n  S t .  Georges Hundred had become cha rac t e r i zed  by farms 

averaging 184 improved a c r e s  and a mere 14 unimproved ac re s .  Although t h e  

average farm s i z e  seems modest, i t  i s  impcrtant  t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  many 

i n d i v i d u a l s  owned more than  one farm and some f ami l i e s  such a s  t h e  Bradys, 

Claytons, and Cochrans con t ro l l ed  sco res  of t hese  t r a c t s .  The cash va lue  

of i n d i v i d u a l  farms was almost $12,000.00, a l e v e l  shared only by farms 

i n  Red Lion and New Cas t l e  hundreds and way above t h e  average $3000.00 farm 

va lue  of a hundred l i k e  L i t t l e  Creek i n  no r the rn  Kent County. Cows were 

kep t  f o r  d a i r y  product ion,  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  b u t t e r  product ion which t h e  

average farm churned out  a t  a r a t e  of 534 pounds a yea r .  The mainstay of 

t h e  farm economy however, were c e r e a l  crops wi th  t h e  mean h a r v e s t s  being 

474 bushe ls  of wheat, 1388 bushe ls  of Indian  corn,  and 651 bushe ls  of o a t s .  

Orchard produce i n  1850 w a s  almost nonexis tan t  b i t h  an average per  farm 

va lue  of only $27.00 -- s c a r c e l y  enough t o  f inance  t h e  e l a b o r a t e  bu i ld ings  

known throughout t h e  d i s t r i c t  a s  "Peach houses". 

Having gained t h e  s t a t u s  of being one of t h e  t h r e e  w e a l t h i e s t  hundreds 

i n  Delaware i n  1850, S t .  Georges Hundred (along wi th  Red Lion, Neb7 

Cas t l e ,  and s e c t i o n s  of Pencader and Appoquinimink hundreds) became t h e  

s e t t i n g  f o r  i n t e n s i v e  r ebu i ld ing  a c t i v i t y .  Rebuilding p r o j e c t s  can be t r aced  

back t o  t h e  second decade of t he  19th c e n t t r y  and such no tab le  p r o j e c t s  

as t h e  bu i ld ing  of La Grange i n  1815, t h e  ex tens ion  of t h e  Wilson House 

i n  Odessa i n  1816, o r  t h e  cons t ruc t ion  of Brook Ramble i n  Appoquinimink 

Hundred and Achmester i n  S t .  Georges Hundred around 1820. By t h e  1830s 
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r ebu i ld ing  e c t i v i t y  was gene ra l ly  widespread, bu t  i n  terms of p r a c t i c e  i t  

focused on remodeling e x i s t i n g  houses,  adding on s e r v i c e  wings, and 

r ep lac ing  farm bu i ld ings .  Examples of t h i s  l e v e l  of cons t ruc t ion  can 

be seen i n  I d a l i a  Manor (N-3947), Quiet Home (N-3944), J . M .  Gordon House 

(N-5176), and Retirement (N-5201). I n  t h e  l a t e  1840s housing s t a r t s  

dramat ica l ly  acce l e ra t ed  and were t o  remain unabated u n t i l  t h e  mid 1860s. 

Houses and complexes l i k e  Old Ford Dairy (N-5196), Rivers ide  (N-5170), 

Fairview (N-5193), Belleview (N-5 155) , Roseland (N-5148), Wes ton  (N-12 1) , 
and Okolona (N-5135) r ep re sen t  t h e  v igo r  and pervasiveness  of a  l o c a l  

concern wi th  what can be designated an appropr i a t e  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  

The a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of t h e s e  p r o p e r t i e s  r e s t s  f i rmly  i n  

a no t ion  of what c o n s t i t u t e s  an appropr i a t e  form of bu i ld ing .  A t  t he  

c l o s e  of t h e  r ebu i ld ing  q c l e  around 1880 and a t  t h e  time Scharf began t o  

compile h i s  h i s t o r y  of Delaware i n  t h e  e z r l y  1880s, t he  people who had 

commissioned t h e  bu i ld ings  i n  ques t ion  a l s o  began t o  pa t ron ize  through 

s u b s c r i p t i o n  t h e  w r i t i n g  of h i s t o r y .  Andrew El iason ,  f o r  example, ce l eb ra t ed  

both h i s  r ags  t o  r i c h e s  r i s e  and t h e  house t h a t  became a  monument t o  h i s  

success .  I n  a  d i f f e r e n t  ve in ,  a  number of f a m i l i e s  remained c l u s t e r e d  i n  

l o c a l  enclaves and b u i l t  f o r  themselves i n  r ap id  success ion  a  neighborhood 

of new dwe-lings. I n  some in s t ances  t hese  m u l t i p l e  contemporary s ta tements  

could cover q u i t e  a  b i t  of s t y l i s t i c  ground as a t  Claytons Corners which 

inc ludes  Woodside (N-427), Choptank-Upon-The-Hi11 (N-5243), and Choptank 

(N-109). A s  d i f f e r e n t  i n  mat te rs  of form, m a t e r i a l ,  o r  s t y l e  a s  t h e  Clayton 's  

houses were, they were nonethe less  u n i f i e d  through t h e  sim-le f a c t  t h a t  they 

were a l l  new and a l l  of t h e  b e s t  q u a l i t y .  The appropr i a t e  na tu re  of a r c h i t e c t u r e  

assigned t o  t h e  r ebu i ld ing  per iod  then,  is  born of i t s  express ion  of c e r t a i n  s e t s  

of s o c i a l  and domestic r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  

Taking Okolona (N-5135) a s  an example, we know from the  documentary 

record t h a t  t h e  house rep laced  by the  1860s an e a r l i e r  house d a t i n g  from t h e  

1830s and en larged  around 1850. The f i r s t  house, Muddy Branch, began a s  a  

two-story, h a l l - p a r l o r  p lan  dwell ing with a  s e p e r a t e  k i t chen  loca t ed  elsewhere 
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on t h e  l o t .  I n  t h e  mid 1800s t h e  house t h a t  was b u i l t  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  r ebu i ld ing  

process  was r e b u i l t  again.  A t  t h i s  p o i n t  t h e  s epe ra t e  k i t chen  was demolished 

and a  two-story, one-room plan  gable  end wing added t o  the  e a s t  end of t h e  

house. The wing contained a  s e r v a n t s '  room u p s t a i r s  and a  k i t chen  and pan t ry  

downstairs ,  A t  t h e  same time a  l a r g e  two-story frame wing was added t o  t he  west 

gable  of t h e  house. The west wing, f i n i s h e d  wi th  s t e n c i l e d  and freehand pa in ted  

c e i l i n g s ,  s t e e l  engraved wallpaper ,  c a s t  p l a s t e r  ornament, an open s t a i r  

passage, and a one-story p o r t i c o ,  became t h e  p.ew b e s t  room of t h e  house wi th  

the  b e s t  chamt~ers overhead on t h e  second s t o r y .  The r ebu i ld ing  of Muddy Branch 

though, was not  enough, and i n  1866 Robert Cochran b u i l t  a new house, Okolona, 

ac ros s  t h e  road and moved h i s  family out  of t h e  o l d  dt ie l l ing.  While s i t u a t i o n s ,  

a s  dramatic  a s  t h e  h i s t o r y  of Okolona znd t h e  Cochrans or  of Weston, Greenlawn 

and the  Bradys, a r e  unusual i n  t h e i r  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of one extreme of t h e  

r ebu i ld ing  process ,  they a r e  s t i l l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of gene ra l ly  h e l d  a t t i t u d e s  

and ac t ions  worked out  th~,.oughout t h e  middle decades of t h e  19th century .  

A second a r e a  of h i s t o r i c a l  and a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  r e s t s  i n  t h e  

inve r s ion  of domestic va lues  and household organiza t ion  a s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  

s p a t i a l  o rganiza t ion .  I n  t h e  extended h i s t o r i c  per iod  p r i o r  t o  t h e  advent of t h e  

r ebu i ld ing  cyc le  of t h e  1800s, t h e  p a t t e r n  of usage had been one where t h e  

u n i t y  of l i f e  and work was understood i n  t h e  organiza t ion  of t h i n g s ,  and, a s  a  

consequence, i t s  sepera tcons  were made l i t e r a l  through t h e  cons t ruc t ion  of 

many s a t e l i t e  s t r u c t u r e s  wi th  each conta in ing  a  designated s e t  of func t ions .  

With t h e  r ebu i ld ing  per iod  those  o l d  express ions  were e rased  o r  masked, and 

t h e  new o rde r  became one \?here un i ty  of work became l i t e r a l  a s  mani fes t  i n  

complex s e r v i c e  e l l s ,  mul t i - func t iona l  ou tbu i ld ings ,  and a g r i c u l t u r a l  s t r u c t u r e s  

designed t o  con ta in  every th ing  from mange1 wurzel p i t s  t o  hay l o f t s  and g r a i n  

b i n s .  What was i m p l i c i t l y  understood, a t  l e a s t  s u p e r f i c i a l l y ,  was the  concept 

of s epe ra t ion  and segrega t ion .  I f  one examines t h e s e  bu i ld ings  i n  g r e a t e r  

d e t a i l  however, we f i n d  t h a t  beneath t h e  veneer  of a  new o rde r ,  t h e  o l d  way of 

doing th ings  provided t h e  sense  t h a t  made a r c h i t e c t u r a l  symbols p r a c t i c a l  

express ions .  
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By t h e  time of t h e  1870 a g r i c u l t u r a l  census t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  landscape 

had been reformed i n t o  tihat now d i s t i n g u i s h e s  t h e  r u r a l  a r e a  of S t .  Georges 

Hundred. Farms had r i s e n  i n  cash va lue  a t  a  s teady  r a t e  and t y p i c a l l y  s tood 

a t  a f i g u r e  double t h e i r  1850 monetary worth. Orchard crops had begun t o  

be introduced i n t o  t h e  farm economy, bu t  most orchards were jmmature and no t  

bear ing  f r u i t  a t  t h e  time of t h e  census. By t h e  1880 a g r i c u l t u r a l  census 

t h e  s i t u a t i o n  was q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t .  The average farm va lue  dec l ined  by 50 

percent  from i t s  1870 worth, and peach t r e e s  and o ther  orchard crops were 

at l a s t  i n  f u l l  product ion.  The changes i n  t h e  va lue  and type of a g r i c u l t u r e  

i n  S t .  Georges Hundred r e l a t e d  t o  a pos t -Civ i l  War a g r i c u l t u r a l  economy which 

saw t h e  h e a r t  of American g r a i n  product ion i n  terms of wheat and the  g r e a t  

m i l l i n g  c e n t e r s  move ' t o  t h e  Mid-West and West. To compensate f o r  eroding 

markets 2nd f a l l i n g  p r i c e s ,  St.. Georges Hundred farmers turned t o  peaches 

a s  an  a g r i c u l t u r s l  panacea, j u s t  a s  Connecticut farmers of t h e  same period 

were tu rn ing  t o  eggs. Unfortunately,  peaches d id  no t  b r ing  p rospe r i ty  f o r  

a l l .  Decimated by l a t e r  b l i g h t s  and the i r .  i n t r i n s i c  va lue  depressed by an 

ove r sa tu ra t ed  market,  t he  peach orchards  hera lded  t h e  end of an a g r a r i a n  

and a r c h i t e c t u r a l  e r a .  

The "Rebuilding of S t .  Georges Hundred, 1850-18801', a s  a  thematic  

nomination then,  culminates i n  bu i ld ings  l i k e  Shady View (N-5165). B u i l t  

toward t h e  end of t k e  19th century ,  Shady View and a few o t h e r  houses of s i m i l a r  

v in t age  i l l u s t r a t e  t k e  end of an h i s t o r i c  per iod  def ined  i n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  and 

a r c h i t e c t u r a l  terms. The p a t t e r n s  descr ibed  i n  t h i s  nomination a r e  no t  ~ m i q u e  

i n  American, Canadian, o r  European h i s t o r y ;  b u t  t h e  i n t e n s i t y  wi th  which 

they were mani fes t  i n  S t .  Georges Hundred is remarkable. I n  t h e  r ebu i ld ing  

per iod  we f i n d  n o t  only the  r o o t s  of  Arrierican ag r ibus ines s ,  bu t  a l s o  t h e  

d r i v e  t c ,  monumentalize an American landscape through t h e  vernacular  a r c h i t e c t u r e  

of a s i n g l e  community. 
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The s j t e s  a r e  l oca t ed  i n  S t .  Georges Hundred, New Cas t l e  County, Delaware. 

S t .  Georges Hundred i s  bordered on t h e  no r th  by t h e  Chesapeake and Delaware 

Ca~a l  and t h e  southern  spur  of Pencader Hundred, on t h e  e a s t  by t h e  Delaware 

River ,  on t h e  west by Ceci l  County, Maryland, and on t h e  south by Appoquinimink 

Creek and Appoquinimink Hundred. The land is  p r imar i ly  f l a t  wi th  r o l l i n g  

t e r r a i n  towards creeks and streams t h a t  d r a i n  i n t o  t h e  Delaware River .  Made 

up of some of Delaware's most f e r t i l e  and w e l l  d ra ined  s o i l s ,  t h e  l and  of 

S t .  Georges Hundred has h i s t o r i c a l l y  been some of t h e  most product ive  and 

most valued throughout t h e  s t a t e .  Farm product ion has been h i s t o r i c a l l y  

geared t o  t h e  c u l t i v a t i o n  of g r a i n ,  although an i n t e n s i v e  bout of c rchard  

growth took over a s  much a s  a t h i r d  of t h e  land  on some of t h e  l a r g e r  farms 

i n  t h e  two decades fol lowing t h e  C i v i l  War. 
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Property Name: Mondamon Farm (J. McMullins Farm, 1868) 

Location and Verbal Boundary Descr ip t ion :  

Mondamon Farm is  loca t ed  on r o u t e  2 approximately or,e mi le  e a s t  of i t s  

i n t e r s e c t i o n  ~ i t h  r o u t e  13. The farmstead i s  s i t u a t e d  i n  a r u r a l  a r e a  and 

remains i n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  use. The nominated p a r c e l  conta ins  t e n  a c r e s  and 

inc ludes  t h e  house, hay bar rack ,  granary,  barn ,  a schoolhouse, and r e l a t e d  

ou tbu i ld ings .  

Owner: L i l l i a n  McMullin 

R.D. 1, Box 199 

Middle tom,  Delaware 

19709 

Descr ip t ion  : 

Mondamon Farm is an  unusual ly complete mid- t o  l a t e  19th century  a g r i -  

c u l t u r a l  complex. The c e n t r a l  element of t h e  farm i s  t h e  two-and-a-half 

s t o r y  frame house wi th  i t s  two-bay, two-story shed roof s e r v i c e  e l l .  The house, 

wi th  i t s  balanced five-bay f e n e s t r a t i o n ,  s t ands  on a b r i c k  foundat ion and i s  

now covered wi th  aluminum s i d i n g  over  t h e  f i r s t  per iod  weatherboard. The 

moderately p i tched  gable  roof i s  covered w i t h  composition s h i n g l e  over wood 

s h i n g l e  and is  f i n i s h e d  wi th  f l u s h  verge  boards and a p l a i n  boxed corn ice .  

The windows, s e t  i n  p l a i n l y  molded a r c h i t r a v e s ,  a r e  s i x  over  s i x  l i g h t  s a sh  

wi th  r a i s e d  panel  s h u t t e r s  on t h e  ground f l o o r  and louvered s h u t t e r s  on t h e  

second. Over t h e  f r o n t  door is  a f i v e - l i g h t  transom f i t t e d  wi th  a l t e r n a t i n g  

e l i p t i c a l  and lozenge shaped l i g h t s  mounted i n  wrought i r o n  cames. The s ide -  

l i g h t s  a r e  f i n i s h e d  wi th  s p l i t  e l l i p t i c a l  l i g h t s .  A t e t r a - s t y l e  one-story frame 

porch covers  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  e n t r y  i n t o  t h e  house and a two-story porch provides 

s h e l t e r e d  access  t o  t h e  rooms contained i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  e l l .  
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The ou tbu i ld ings  a s soc i a t ed  wi th  t h e  house inc lude  a framed granary 

and barn of t h e  types t y p i c a l l y  found throughout t h e  a r e a  a s  being a p a r t  

of t h e  redes ign  of farmsteads i n  New C a s t l e  County's lower hundreds during 

t h e  19th century.  Of g r e a t e r  s i g n i f i c a n c e  however, i s  t h e  e a r t h f a s t  hay 

bar rack  r a i s e d  on unhewn pos t s  s e t  i n  t h e  e a r t h  and then  hewn square a t  the  

he igh t  of approximately t e n  f e e t  t o  t ake  t h e  braced framing requi red  f c r  t h e  

roof s t r u c t u r e .  Documentary r e fe rences  t o  t hese  s t r u c t u r e s  used t o  s t o r e  sheaves 

p r i o r  t o  t h re sh ing  o r  t o  s h e l t e r  hay s t a c k s  a r e  q u i t e  f r equen t ,  bu t  t h e  

Mondamon bar rack  is  t h e  only one known t o  su rv ive  i n  t h e  a r e a  from t h e  19th 

century .  Also included i n  t h e  nomination a r e  s eve ra l  smal l  s t o r a g e  sheds,  a 

frame p r ivy ,  and a schoolhouse moved t o  t h e  s i t e  and converted i n t o  a s t o r a g e  

s t r u c t u r e .  

H i s t o r i c a l  Background and Signi f icance :  

B u i l t  i n  t h e  second q u a r t e r  of t h e  19th century,  Mondamon Farm has  remained 

i n  t h e  possess ion  of t h e  McMullins family up t o  t h e  p re sen t  day. The house 

begun as a center-passage p lan  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  i n t e g r a t i o n  of most domestic 

s e r v i c e  a c t i v i t i e s  i n t o  t h e  block of t h e  house by t h e  mid 1800s. The p a t t e r n  

of  g iv ing  up s e p e r a t e  k i tchen  s t r u c t u r e s  and d a i r i e s  and b r ing ing  them i n t o  

t h e  dwell ing has  i t s  l o c a l  o r i g i n s  i n  t h e  1770s, althougb i t  i s  no t  u n t i l  t h e  

1830s t h a t  t he  p a t t e r n  became common. 

A s  a farm ope ra t ion ,  Mondamon remained a t  around 190 a c r e s  through the  

mid 19th century.  From 1860 t o  1870 t h e  va lue  of t h e  farm as evidenced on the  

manuscript a g r i c u l t u r a l  census r e t u r n s  showed a gene ra l  i nc rease .  The 

va lue  of t h e  farm r o s e  $3500.00 from $20,000.00 i n  1860 and t h e  va lue  of 

wheat and Tr i sh  po ta toes  ro se  a t  a p a r a l l e l  r a t e .  L i t t l e  change is  seen  i n  

t h e  number of l i v e s t o c k  o r  i n  t h e  c u l t i v a t i o n  of o a t s ,  b u t  t h e r e  is  a 40% 

decrease  i n  t he  amount of b u t t e r  produced on the  farm. The most dramatic  

changes occur  i n  t he  fou r  f o l d  inc rease  i n  t h e  va lue  of farm machinery and 

the  appearance of orchard crops i n  1870. While t h e  s o c a l l e d  Peach Boom i s  

c r e d i t e d  wi th  gene ra t ing  muck of t h e  c a p i t a l  inves ted  i n  t h e  r ebu i ld ing  of 

mid 19th-century S t .  Georges Hundred, i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  bu i ld ings  
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e r e c t e d  i n  advance of any apprec i ab le  orchard generated revenues. 

As a  median farm of t h e  mid 19th century a s  exemplif ied by its 

a g r i c u l t u r a l  s t a t u s  a t  mid century and t h e  ex t en t  and condi t ion  of i t s  

numerous farm s t r u c t u r e s ,  Mondamon Farm i s  a s i g n i f i c a n t  r ep re sen ta t ion  of 

t h e  r ebu i ld ing  process .  

Nomination by Bert J i c h a  and Tr i sh  Bensinger 




