EL GLORIOSO CUATRO

UN autor inglés cuyo nombre hemos olvidado, eseribié una

vez ““Inglaterra :;‘r/,m/i;.v turo una Reévolucion Francésa, y
los americanos munca necesitaron una’’. Esa breve frase nos
parece condensaor en muy pocas ;jffllr‘l'/")?'r/.t la historia ]?ﬂ”f?'(‘(! de
la democracia durante los tres 41timos .&'7?/70.5' — en cuanto
respecta a los pueblos de habla inglesa.

Los Estados Unidos de, América celebra hoy el 170 anni-
versario de la. Declaracién de la Independencia; vy es un tanto
c‘lesﬂfﬂr,"wnr/r/o que hayan pasado tantos siglos sin que un gran
porcentaie de _},p,ﬂr en ambos hemisferios hayan decidido
“¢libertad de qué?’’

Para muchas mujeres y hombres americanos debe resul-
tar un tanto desconcertante encontrar a los britdnicos aso-
cidndose jubilosamente con el Dia de la Independencia, v que
4‘[7‘pf/f;m(7fz'r-n~: britanicos emitan el mds amistoso de los discur-
$08-a grupos de damas y caballeros reunidos para celebrar el
flesp'if,ff: del wuae britanieo.

Sin .embargo, consta el hecho de que el 4 de Julio de 1776,
no era menos victorioso para el pueble britdnico que lo era
para sus conciudadanos en las colonias americanas.

Tal cual lo seiiala un contribuidor esta mafiana, una de-
tenida mvestigacion demuestra que George Washington, el
“Padre de su Pais’’, iejos de ser un deméerata en el sentido
moderno de la palabra, fué wn aristécrate, hijo de una larga
serie de aristéeratas, y miembro de una familia esociada con
el rey conira el pueblo. Wishington fué un gran caballero,
brillante soldado, y demécrata haste el punto de que resin-
1o enteramente los dictados de una Corte anti-democrdtica
ausente. Estaba dispuesto a luchar y a morir, como lo esta-
ban tantos britdinicos en los siglos precedentes, con tal de po-|
ner fin a la arrogancia de una Corte y sus ministros. |

Se debe recordar, sin embargo, que en este 170 aniversa-,
rio de la independencia americana no es posible llevar u cabo,
una prolongada discusion respecto a la revolucion americand,
como una disputa puramente anglo-americana, Aun en aque-, SN\ -
llos primeros dias ya habian colonos holandeses, mmigiran-, EMBASSYQFTHE .
tes alemanes y franceses; y con la ecolonizacion del Medio LA ¢ M O AN
Oceste, luego el Este, llegé una ola de immigracion  que ha : '
transformado vastamente la naturaleza de la amalgama que
hoy consiituye el pueblo americano.

Ya no sc puede afirmor que “la sangre es mds gruesa que el
ague’’ o que “un lenguaje comun Supone una opinion comun’. Se|
podria preguntar la “jsangre de quién?”’. ¥ entonces podemos estar|
seguros de que la enorme ole de alemanes Y suizos en el Medio|
Oeste, la llegada de miles de laboriosos checoslovacos, como asi
también la de une de las poblaciones mds grandes del mundo de
italianog y judios, todos conspiran @ hacer de los Estados Unidos |
un pais que, lejos de .ser una emancipada aungque revuelta comuni-
daq l;réta’ni.cu, €s, en rcalidad? Un pais quldao por nueva gente con |
el idioma inglés, y sus enmiendas americanas, como el accidental |
antes que dispuesto vehiculo de lenguaje. !

Una vez que los britdnicos y americanos estén preparados pa-j
r¢ hacer frente a los hechos y de encontrarse sobre una base igual
hallan muy fdcil ser amigos. Sus codigos etnicos son cusi la mis.
ma cosa; su opinidon comercial y los métodos tienn casi la misma

base. ¥ embos pueblos son democrgticos y determinados a resistir
todo intento de privarlos de la libertad.

Es la completa realizacidn de las similitudes, como también de
das diferencias que nos permiten extender a los americancs locales
nuestras calurosas felicitaciones cen lg llegada de aiun otro “Glo-
11080 Cuatro.” No vacilamos ni un wmstante en afirmar que nuestro

entusiasmo es compartido por todos los howbres y mujeres britda-
nicos decentes del pais.

THE GLORIOUS FOURTH

AN English author, whose name we have forgotten, once
~ wrote “England never had a Frencn Revolution, and tne
Americans’ never needed one.” That brief sentence seems to
us to condense in very few words the political history of
democracy during the last three centuries—so far as the
English-speaking peoples are concerned.

The United States of America celebrates to-day the 170th
anniversary of her Declaration of Independence; and it is just &
a little unfortunate that so many decades have passed without |
& large percentage of people in both hemispheres having
decided “independence of what?”

To many Ameérican men and women it must be just a_|
little disconcerting to find Britons joyTully associating them- | EB
selves with Independence Day, and British diplomats deliver-
ing the friendliest of friendly speeches to groups of ladies
and gentlemen gathered together to celebrate the throwing-
off of the British yoke.

Yet the fact remains that July 4, 1776, was not less a
victory for the:British people than it was for their fellow-
countrymen in the American colonies.

As a contributor to our columns this morning points out,
careful investigation in England shows that George Washing-
ton, the “Father of his Country,” so far from being a
democrat in the modern sense of the word, was an aristocrat, |
the son of a long line of aristocrats, and member of a family
associated with the King against the people. Washington was
a great gentleman, a brilliant soldier, and a democrat to the
extent that he wholly resented the dictatorship of an anti-
democratic absentee Court. He was prepared to fight and to |
die, as were so many Britons in preceding centuries, to call |
a halt to the arrogance of a Court and its Ministers.

It should be remembered, however, that in this 170th
vear of American independence it is not possible to engage
in prolonged discussion of the America Revolution as a |
purely Anglo-American dispute. Even in those ear]y-day‘s‘
there were already Dutch settlers, German and French immi-
grants; and with the opening up of the Middle West, then the |
West, there came an influx of immigration that has vastly
changed the nature of the amalgam which is the American |
people to-day. g 3

No longer can it be claimed that “blood is thicker than water,
or that a “common language compels a common outlook.” It might be
asked, “Whose blood?” And then we may be assured that the vast |
influx of Germans and Swedes into the Middle West, the advent
of tens of thousands of hard-working Czechs, and the arrival of one |
of the largest Italian and Jewish populations in the world, all conspire
to make the United States a country that, so far from being an en-
lightened but revolted British community, is in reality a land popu_lat-
ed by a new people with the English language, and its American |

emendations, as the accidental rather than the designed vehicle of |
speech.

Once Britons and Americans are prepared to face the facts and | ‘ s Wy A . . :
to meet each other on a factual basis, they find it quite easy to be | ...tlurty third President of the United States of
friendly. Their ethical codes are much the same thing; their com- || . 1 . . .
m.ercial outlook and methods have much the same basis. And both | Amertca on tlne 170”1 anniversary Of tbe mdepen

D e roiacavie 80d - Geetarned 0. xauisl eveiy. altsnpl . || BN of TR bation- whisk: iv celebrated to-day,
It is full realisation of the similarities, as well as the differences, || Jll 1 4

that enabels us to extend to local Americans our whole-hearted con- i g A

gratulations on the arrival of yet another “Glorious Fourth.” We |

have not the slightest hesitation in saying that our enthusiasm is

shared by every decent British man and woman in the country.

|

/




