THE COMPENSATIONS OF A TEACHER OF ENGLISH,

L
For/%everal years it has been *he idsh&&*n fo decry the colk
v
/ege entrance requivements, pa:;ncularlykln English. Every, teacher

Leol o ferarrlocr e 7 fw!.,&»-'nauw*
has‘had- a—eut at the colleges for f01st1ngunon them a list of

[L////lh

works more or less hard to teach and uninteresting tc the average
YL'”"'” ez L:,.,,L/
adolescent. With every year's chanyse comes a fresh wail of distress

from the high schools,and frequently an atmosphere of dumb misery
‘.1/}’\/\r\-"~"-’-14&’ LA ..‘

/testifies to the cruelty of the colleges in their arbitrary require-
gizz:. Any group of teachers of fengligh in high schoolg,allow
them to be together twenty minutes,and it is safe to assert that
complaints,bitter and piteous will be heard. "I Can't interest nmy
girls in Ivanhkee," "Boys déspose the minor moems of Milton.,"

"Do you have much trouble with Burke" "The theme writing is positive

drudgery " I donjt blame the pupils for not seeing anything in

Macaulay's Fs%av on Addison." "The Essay on Burns is a tarture to
L«l,qio @ L g ad e A ) g[ﬁ o P e/ry- A

teach." , °*If I plck +the - plays to pleces*and mak34word study/(severe x

Al 2 ! XA

' farl
the pupils lose 1nterest,and if I don, t tth dvnvi get the faintest

{VM AMU’ <) L*M«ﬂuj
sort cf a right conception,® And so the wail goes on,

On the other hand,the colleges complain that the pupils come
to them unprepared,lacking in knowledge of how to read,write and

spell, It is a poor sort of educaticnal journal that does not
Fodonan toaas B wha a7, A alich
print at—1east~$w0—articles—a*yeanﬂin which some professor cf some
oA
college publishes X statisticad mrtiecle on the number of misspelled
| !,Qj =/ NPV Ve ) 1
words in fhis vear's freshman class;awx) the illegibility of the
Cemat o 2 UMIJAA/&&
penmanship,with *he]sweeplng assertion that the-men don't understand
N ’,\_LU',\M 7\.‘.4 ,‘»f ARQan_~ A ‘f“j ,.
anything they rcag. Thus,an attitude of hostility hetween the
K Lo nvo
two institutions--the high school and the co0llege--hag—Sprung—ap,

each, bitterIx complainimg a gainst the other.
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But after all,as a recent writer,in Eaucatlrn hdud, What is it
g J(AA»&»N{ “ur A nd
that the colleges reqvirr—of the students? Thaf thryhread -intelli-
N—-LAK Qe Lnreckh ARG ;| Ann A m{ aicia s Qo nclioindd * R p ~ ol TEAR: AT r 3 £
gently a few —of the world's masterpieces in their mofher +onpue that
.!yff«,,e/mbu
they—write —legiblyand —havean—occasicnal idea. The aim of
‘)Cf/woﬁ A lan Koo
any course in Fnglish in a high school can wim-a% Tittle- less=-to

read intelligently, write legibly and spell without eccentricity;is
ey
not that little enough to require of an, American citizen who hopes

A a0l &/o 7 un ~AAL ‘V\ 4&4 C_orolen ' / At o fifeer

socon to-wese ‘i s e S P ih it
English is fhs%.beCONing the most difficult subject in the high

nwdn g V‘*
schood curriculum, This is attested hy the fact that each day sees
i L oA, GFroarv (e po g,
fresh batches of books on how to teach English, The ]and is ;
iy oo bonae
flooded with pamphlets, books of questions, rhetcrics, analyeses ’} /j2of
fxad

and what not,designed to lead the teacher of the= subjeet gently inte
the mental processes of his pupils,who seem to maintain a stubborn

attitude toward their mother tongue., Latin and mathematics and
2 /\/fa/\AL/ ~9J7
science and the modern languages arc easv~%a¥~th9—pupilsybecau% they
g /
P AL Saa Nl 1=
are exact and definite, The pupils say thatqknow what is expected

D
N
B
|
¢
X

,l, .
of then,but when they come tc English,a hmist envelops the suﬁ?%ﬁ%,

(‘dAlA"'{Q’ ﬂ &\)4@ Lo 2 .
and they are—net sure where they are or what }s-expoe*ed

This is the dark side of the picture--complaints ei colleyes

because the pupils are ill- taupht;complaln*s %{ *he high schools,

& G4 (e ¥ “en
because the colleges expect too much, teaching; complaints oL the
teachers because of the pupils lack cf appreciaticnj;complaints o the

pupils because they do not know what is expected of them,and all the
adundryz w‘? Wy SN [P s e Ax
complaints bursting’/into-a fruition of a confusion of instructions,
7 * Qi pA4Mn 1}
and a cloud of books on the subject, calculatedyor designed ig
9,:»/»( rmp e o~B & 4
dispel the complaints,

89¢7000W

But what is the bright side of the picture? Surely so great a

cloud as this must have as great a—siltyer lining., And so it has, a
Leangad M a3

lining of purest silver,shet with gold and preclcus stcnes,a lining

such G T P e S e SRS Pty

of the-most.precicus beauty that if all who deal with-the subjeet —
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as—teacksrsbut knew of its existence,there would besno more nnmpla¢n£5
Wﬂ/ﬁ*hv 1 i h PX LA L4 k
from the high %chools at least, P e

*[ (4/“(/“'/ O 9 ﬂ'T = & 29 He 204l sl L 'L‘,,A"—f, 9e A
It has ‘been said that no man or woman 18 uneducated who has

made some one book or poem a part of his life;who has closely assim=<,_ '%-
gy

»

ilated the thoughts of some great writer,and made the words of the
master so closely a part of his being that he lives and moves with
his chosen poet, The greater the range of those whom he has loved
and lived with,the wider his ¥life,the deeper and broader his culture
" Mos 4. Jf us'fealizeithis,égi unless unusual opportunity is granted
ws,we find it difficult to come into close communion with any one
™

author. The average man or woman is too busy‘our modern life with

iss complexity makes too mandy demands upon us,for us to get that

close acquaintanceship with literature which makes for intimacy,

O, Fas
’T*—+s~;efx~£@nkhhp s+ucenJ,who Jz;z;»over Eﬁs books in his likrary

-— Cl. ?LL 2728 TV AV Y
& ‘ - g ;
oo lead the chammed life of book land. Bat the average man Oor woman
who mingles with his fellow men and helps the life of to-day unfold
PREVIES Lol T My 2etrato
AL

1*self)\nu%f know w0 many books, we—maxy-papers and magazéines, ‘L niir g7
LLM

read so{uany new things,become conversant with 6 many new sciences

Ny,

and discoveries, n;;uul&r;vwaé lﬁl seethlrg *1me,w11h its strange
ClMo( ")./\W‘V‘- v‘f XA am“,(v 47}
liknesss in its scientificd aquen1ng, o the days of Elizabeth or
)“LU'\"W . ubo i adivr ity
the early nineteenth century,that ke cannat take time to saturate
)%,( uerk G Vw*"i o ] VMQ*’Z (L«»d

+nfms el Wi th, an; | T Thi -

himself¥ with any one aythorﬂop-se o fpoems, This rare privilege

is extended only to the teackr of English. vwe may mingle with his
fellow men,snd be as active in the world as he please,read every new
scientific book, dabble in every new philoscphical theory,and yet
hold close communion daily with the masters,walk with them,live with

il a,/,bﬂau% Ja—  atanih
them,and be in a way to discover new beauties in the best of their

897000W

work.
Is not such an opportu nity one to make one give pause he=

fore complaining of the stupidity of the average pupils when brought
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o At ;
face to face with with /lifera+ure.

pOAZLub&bd% Re 5
P&F%&en%af}y—%e(lna* +eacher fortunate,who because of-workingg in
Aok
a small school.he.ls forced to &e all or nearly all of the K _nglish,
L

and thas not pf restricted to the work of one or two years, To him

all heaven lies open day after day,snd if he is wise and has planned
Raceto W Ao v o thnr o G MevalinSE

his work so that @kl the,theme writingAdees~not c-me—on the same

day,but—the—classes—are pleasin ply alternated with literature, his

is a life of pleasure, The drudgery of te aching composition is more

than compensated by the delight of finding in the next hour an

onporfunlfy for & new thrill of delight at the reading of a poem

Ww\ww s/ —

wh%eh-;s—*ez_be;alsoussed#

is wide. wrom Homer to Kiplingj;from Greece to England

and Americajfrom the pleasant Dbeauties of the American poets, to
the mighty thunders of Carlye,and the incisive logic of Burke., He
may dwell one hour with Coleridge in the "land of mist and snow",
and the next lounge in the coffee houses with the Spectatcr and
laugh amiably at the pleasant follies of the heaux and helles of
Queen Anne's time. It may be that his adventures for the next

hour will throw him with Odysseus panting and hreathless upon the
Banres of Pheaeacia to supplicate the princess Nausicaa,&end then

be recalled by the electric bell to modern times,and the changing
of classes,only to go forth with Gareth and fight the knights with
their "foolish allegory" and discover that Death after all,is
beautiful Life. And if perchance,beauty and adventure and mysticism
have made him dreamy,the thunders of Burke will recall him to his
duty as a citizen of a republic,and he will find thet keen pleasue
in thinking through the epplication of the examples of Chester,
Ireland,Wales and Durham to the American colonies of 1775, One day
he may shudder as ,acheth goes fo th in his desperatgicn to fight

that Birnam wood come to Dunsinane,or he may rouse with Antony,the
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worst feelinegs of the Roman mobh. He may rejoice with Bassanio at

(&
the disomfiture of Shylock,and 1live over the sweet uses which
make him walk with Rosalind and Orlando in the Forest of Arden,or

N.fx\jv "L’qu‘ 417//1/1»(.0—

signﬁwith the Duke and Viola., Some time he will stop and laugh
happily with the merry company of Chaucer at the Tahard Inn;some time
he may follow faire Una on her adventures in the enchanged forest;

he may dream with Sir Taunfal cver the Holy Grail,and learn to love

the leper,as the Ancient Mariner learned to love the "elfin water-
,4,{(.,’,1] m/‘x }\‘m i
snakes", He may shudder’ that the fall of Lueifer from heaven, or
storm Torquilg%ntq with the Black Knight;he may weep with Rustim
')'VM.U\/V\AM/‘/ } M"/ g :‘”L
over his gallant son,or shudderinglyapplaud Sidney Carton, He
\

may drop with Beowulf down to the lair of Grendel's mother,or
laugh with Irvi ng on the stage coach of an English C histmas eve,
Hawthorne may lead him intc olden days at the ‘rovince House,([JWr)

Milton may sing his. sweetest poems in the world to him;Wordsworth

7. /%3 A L Ao~ oo olo

will give him thought,and Scott , thrill kim with the joy of Dborder
fight, All these and more,yea more,to the fulness of joy is his,
Now I grant you that every educated person has done all this and
more,and every teaclker who 8its with you in vour council of teacler
has done as much--but who else save the teacher of English may do so
always;who save he may consort with the masters win that closest
intimacy every day,and live over his adventures and loves and 1long-
ings every year? It is a joy that does not grew stale;a pleasure

that the uncomprehending student can not mar,but one which he comes
to share,unconsciously,unknowingly,perhaps,but remcm*ering;ii may he

/i £ f / 4 ]
L ALt Conl p PR SN O Lare e A AA Lo e AN

in after years,

Qe f_, X

For look you,the teacher of English must k now these things him-

897000

self first,and then when he and his classes come together to look

over the words of that days lesson,new beauties come intc the page,
YAA!,L@'JI‘ A
a new gleam"athwart the shot silk of poetry",ag beauty net seen Hefere—.
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~bc£&re; a conception no%—%heﬂﬁh%uoéahefO*w a supgestlten in the

.,MW —40,‘4;.‘, ’#b‘/vv‘?r? (,v?-o\.‘l/o T At o ?
}iﬂcs hidden hitherto ﬁﬁ*ﬂ&dgﬁn the barren walls of a school=rco

wﬂt
with the equalﬂd~env1ronmen* of desks and maps and unwilling learn-
¢ L
ranwpnu

ers, thexe.is enacted that mvstery which Keats Ffei% that midni ht
over Chapman's Homer when he "flet like some watcher of the skies,
When a new planet swims into his ken." Can) any bread-winner ask moe
more, that he feel% within him over his daily L§k§ the thrill of the
ool . g . : ; : .
master,and findg himself expressing J}that thrill unconsciously in tke
the words of the master?
A
Bormthe second great compensation of the teacher comes nows-

that the mind unconsciously echoes every day and all day long that

language of the daily lesson., The teacher has striven 80 earnestly

’

W?J'ZL rpprp (] o uvuwv{c71

to interpret the' -words oﬁ-%he_pgaw_ax—¢%£~ﬂs*aytsta&aio the zom=-
L 53 ‘;»g+{zu47’ PIPY X

prehension of the student, that the;words of the poet have. fixed. them- /-

;

(A
selves in his own soul, Or he has listened to so many of the

exquisite passages of the great ones recited by the pupils--albeit

artnfs A 4""/"”{?«0 \:A/M/L 5 /1'1;9 !;A}M
recited with distaste,that-he no longer —is lest—fer—Janguage 1o

?‘;ﬂ_ wIALr oty 5
‘express the moments,great and little in his 1ife, Perchance de
\ 5 f-f'wr ({ (

at the thanklessness of his task may seize him some dayxivspiti

P
the heauty ef-the —life he-leads,and the words from Lycidas come to

his 1lips,"Alas what boots it with incessant toil
To tend the homely slighted shepherd's trade",

and with them,iths reply of Phoebus brings its own consolation,

The daffodils of spring he praises in the words of Wordsworth's
Daffodils,and laments in Herricks,"Fair daffcdils,we weep to see you
haste away so0o soon," If it may seem to him that 1life is slipping by
and the puerdons are small and few,he consoles

last line of the sonnet that perchance a class recited that morning,
"They also serve who only stand and wait." It may be that his is a
third story room,whose window looks out upon a wild¢/mess of roofs

a” JL*/‘ @Z}l/g C-..AL '?’A*»{ PO,
and chimneys,strectching away to -the herizen—of -more roofs. But
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For somewhere in the scores of pupils who Tace hinm daily,somswhere

! among the hundreds who have passed out of his life,semewhere, there 0y
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some morning the early sun touches it and gilds the scene 1lnto

a Dblaze of glory,and then he realizes anew the exquisitness of

Lorndamn/ /?-WAA'UJ
that description of theTity in—earltymorning in Wordswor+7.s Vest=

/' 2 .QA A 7‘ = Zg"w‘e/

. { AJ.{«)_A,\‘ e H ‘o b ot ]’s"“‘”

minster Pridge,and the next class who recites that poem ssasqsnmp-

thing in it that the preceding class did not.

&

d
» X4

And this brings us to the third great compensation of the teach
/ Vel ez -
a greater than all these that khave make hisklife”a_xhing~of;beauty1

N
f~

un-Re s & 829 Ly ) o

;‘»q 4“"’

Rt

a%pubmﬁjw beauty |
or two who have felt ,the pawax of the poem ,as it should bei% P!

(H/t/}/‘ W“}‘Walc

(
l/‘/) Y
-

one coming to it for the first time fregh and untried;some
Cottht A a_~
seen that the41ogic of the essay §i exquisite ;some girl or

been impressed by the pitiless inexorablensss of sin ané

its—effects,and has gone away murmuring in the words of Godfrey
paying
Cass,"There's debts you canft pay 11ke money dehts by extra extra
]

Al aaf )‘{A.AAr_])‘/

w L T~ xzu./x,s

for the vears that have gone by" aaé—h&s learn ~a lesson of life
o G [ ’

without the gEZﬁézﬂ,experience which wrung the words from the man

in the story, Some day some ~youngmind reatizes that he is not bein; o]

taught literature,but is being taught by 1it9raf1r ,and perhans f

goes~on to learn more lessons fro himself. gome dgy,a girl or hoy
= “ : E !/11 w&aﬁﬁmgi )

says softly,"That IS beautiful®,and thed. joy of that moment -iives

& "!»-'QLM
through-many dusty days of grind ,8ending its gleam of hope like -

the long fingers of the rosy dawn en,K the gray of twilight.' These

are the things that make the daily work beautiful,that compensate

ettt
the listless pupdhs, the pupils who "never could get English";

boys with themes cribbed bodily from the variorum edition, the

)

0
! d—girts- who never remember which maw wrote which book,and

will spend weeks on a work,only to forget the author at the end; the
pﬁptzs who remember nothing of Shakespeare's life save that he married
the names of
a woman older than himself;the girls who reuwmﬁer all the-all/Milton'
A
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wives,but ferget the minor poems; the pupils—who will make Spenser and
bv\fﬂj/v vlo
Shelley con*emnorarlﬂs,thexﬁlrfuﬂwhc will pers1stentLv write the
2 [ J/'w\ Lo Y
ﬂoryﬁbf -a—pook whren. e 81nort-character sketcn h48~bﬂeaﬂa%aed—?or--
(0 _« ‘l\;uvt e,
all these make the days of the teacher gray days,unless he has the

saving grace of humor,and-keeps a note=-book—of rmaloulouq answers,

and shoulders his full share of the blame. Bﬂ%*agakne%?ali this,

oMlpcnfole-
after +he years ke—has spent in #he v7<~3aa.01mn{f sf_ the great things 4n

= Loy : : .
English-—literature,after speaégﬁg days and hours with the great
(ﬁ (7 Y“ J[J»(/f IA},e/a
minds thinking their thoughts, 8eeing their- world feeling their

AA gD

hopes and desires,and -at—the—end translating their lives into his
swmlife,and expressing his ‘ecum daily deeds and thoughts,even to the

"little namegless unremembered acts" into their language in short

Aaihos

l&4wing'day after day the—most—beautiful— 1nnpr~11fe'6§\rommuninn
el

with the bﬁst, mhxke is not this compensation enough for all the

LA

other things& Then let all teache rs of English in high schools arise
and bless the colleges,who in their zeal for the young souls en-

trusted to their unfolding,have placed within the possibility of

o e I L )
the teachers the-most beautiful —of daily, IOF s Sttt Mo, o

|

L('A}(:Z/‘/

hoov &
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