
THE COMJ>ENSATIONS OF A TEACHBR OF :ENGLISH. 

~ ·t£o.-~l ~ 
.~1 

For-4everal years it has be.en t:he fash&.,t-n ~ to decry the coll-
~ ~~/ 

_Lege entrance requiA1ements ,particularly/\ in English. Every/) teacher ";t,( 

~ ~;.. ¼i e~ a,,.,_v,,vaY~I- ~ 
-ftas.Jlh-a-d-a'- .etl-t at the _colleges for foisting/upon them a list of • 

works more or less tffto. teach and uninteresting t,o the average 
-&-r--r· -• it ' ..t...c,....JJ 

adolescent./ With e---v-ery year's cha 1e comes a fresh wail of distress 

from the high schools,and freqnently an atmosphere of dumb misery 
•?,J ' al_~• r•• 1-

ft~ieB to the cruelty of the colle~es in their arbitrary require
Given 
ru~nts. 1 Any group of teachers offengligh in high schools,allow 

yhem to be together twenty minutes,and it is safe to assert that 

complaints, bitter and piteous will be heard. "I Can't interr.s t rriy 

girls in Ivanliee, 11 "Boys d4'spose the minor poems of Milton." 

"Do you have much trouble with Burke" "The theme writing is positive 
.., 

drudg~ry t1 I don t blame the pupils for not seeing anything in 
' 

Macaulay's Essay on Addison." "The Essay on Burns is a tarture to 
,/4 k ~ (';kc-l ~ ~ ~ ~ --;,o ~ ,, -~~ 

teach. t1 ~- ~If 1-p-ile-k the pl8¥5-t.o___pj_e_c.es-a~~d~~H,veru"-

~ -d.t fd-"::1 <> ~;;; t ~ 
the pupils lose interest,&.n~ if t d?n,t they1 • 1\get the faintest 

1tf-L'~ ('2,AA.(_c.4, 

sort cf a right conception.~ AM so the wail goes on. 

On the other ha.nd,the colleges complain that th«~ pupils corne 

to them unprepared,lacking in knowledge of how to read,write and 

spell. It in a poor sort of educational joti:rna.l that does not 
4 ~ ~ ~ -c4. -rq,,-,,-;, a- ~ 

print-at least two a~ 1 in which some professor of some 
~ \ 

college publishes t\... statisti~ article on the number of misspelled 
~~1-

wo~ds in this year•s freshman class,~ the illegibility of the 
I\ ~tL-,...,.r,.(-::, ~ s~ 

penmanship•w4-th /\the sweeping assertion that the~ don't understand 
k~~ ~~ ~:t t~-~~ ~ ~----~. 

anything they rea~. Thus~a~de of hostiiity between the 

two insti tutions--the high school and th<-: college--·1~~'°:l'-nmg ~,-
~~AJ, ..__.. -b 

each~bittercy_ complaintn--5 a 





rnr . c1)-J..t,,-v' j ~ • 

But after all,a.s a re-0ent-~l\in Eciucation ~. ~at is it 
<lA-l ,, 0.- ~~-~ C\..--.c)_ 

that the colleges reqt1i1 e- of the students? That ti1ey read-1-1\-t-8.ll-i-
l ~ ~ ~ 1 ~ ~-- k ('£ • ...&..,., ~ ~~ ~ ~ 

~&-f:.e.w-G-f-tire--world- 1--s----mas·t·er-p-i-e-G-e.s-in-the..ir Mo--t,he--r-to-neue, tha-t-. 

~ ;---¼e-gi-bl--y-and----hav-e-an-o-coa-s-i-Otlal-1-<i-&a.. The aim of 
~ !Jc IJr,,,1-u-L-, ti.t",.,,v\, ~ .' 

any co 1 rse in English in a high school can~ ~less-to 

read intelligently, write legibly and spell without eccentricity;is 

not that little enough to require of a~can citizen who hopes , 

~ /t-~ ~ rl ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~J--1~ ~ 
soon t,o ,-..OV'P vj ~ ~~ ~ ? 

J!Jnglish is ~ becoming the most difficult subject in +.he high 
6,.tL:,,, i-t.. 

school curriculum. This is attested by the fact that each day sees 1 
~ ~ ~<>{_ ~ "1.{ ~. 

fresh batches of books on how to teach EnglishA The land is 

flooded with pamphlets1~ti;~f quest.ions, rhetorics, analyeses ti/,~ 
,kA~ 

and what not,designed to lead -t;he teacher of t~ gently into 

t.he mental processes of his pupils, who seem to maintain a stubborn 

•ttitude toward their mot.her tongue. Latin and mathematics and 

~~ 
science and the modern languages are easy ,-s-ay~ pup,-~hecause they 

1 i....: ~J;:; ~ 
are exact and definite. The pupils say that, 1know what is expected 

of then,but when they come to English,a mist envelops the til~t, 

~~ IA_ 14 b., ~ e,f.,-.. ~. 

and they are not sure where they are or what is expee--ted-o-f-them.-
~ cA 

This is the dark side of the picture--complain~s &:f colleges 

because the pupils are 111-taught;complaints the high schools, 
bs ~ (_~If!- ~ 

because the colleges expect too much~t-eac~ing_; complaints 0-f: the 
I ~~ ~ 

teachers because of the pupils lack of appreciation; complain ts ~ the 

pupils because they do n~t know what is expected of them,and all the 
• f • ,, •. ~.A,-? 

-1,,1,.S-C-IH,.t-f-,l~~i~n~i~~f--r~ition of a confusion of instructions, 

and a cloud of books on the subject, -.ea.J.cuJ ated ,or 
~ ~ "'---~ ~ 

dispel the complaints. 

i:6,,I.~ 
designed~ 

/) 

But what is. the bright side of the picture? Surely so great a 

cloud as this must have ;~eat a- silve-r J;p;;%,• And so it has, a 

lining of purest s ilver,ah-0-t with gold andt..precious stcnes,a lining 
such 4.~ t~ ~ ~~-J...~- cJ,.~7 

of tft.e-me-&t... ~s ~-t-he-suhj-e-c-t--· 

c.A 





) 

0/~ ~. j...JcL 
~~ 1-~~~ 

a-a-t-e-a-s-1e--r&but knew of its existence, there wo~tld beA no more COI'lJ)laint:i" 
~ 

from the _hi@',h school at ast J.,g__.__ , ,-10 ~ ~ 

J/l_ H~ -~ wi,,,., -d.. - (?J ~ u---~ ~ ( ' )U."'-<A -.u. ~ 

It has 1been said that no man or woman is uneducated who has w ~ 1 

made some one book or poem a pa.rt of his life;who has closely assim• ~.., 

~~:rt 
ilated the thoughts of some great writer,and made the words of the ~ 

master so closely a part of his being that he lives and moves with C'"-€o-¾il, 

his chosen poet. The greater the range of those whom he has loved 

and lived with,the wider his )t';life,t.he deeper and broader his culture 

}4 "'""«.1 /ii p' ~obt'W wt 
~ of us realize.1> this,-e.i:ui 1ml"ss unusual opportunity is granted 

11s,we find it di.{'ficult to come into close COI!llmmion with any one 

author. The~ man or woman is too busyAour modern life with 

ias complexity makes too ma.njy demands upon us,.for us to g"'t that 

close acquaintanceship with literature which makes for intimacy. 

O<,&,., -/-.; 
l@ft ~)llie st.udent,who ~- over ~ books in his library 

.:.u.r, ~ ~ -r/-1J. 

11'0.d the chann~d life of book land. ~ the average man or woman 
~ ) 

who mingles with his fellow men and helps the life of to-day unfold 

- 1<N"..uJ. !> ~t>.AL ~ ~-

i tsel;;,~ust know ~ many~, tte maHy:-papers and magaz.,.ines; !~ ,....._~ 

v'J k 
read "SQ ir•~any new thines; become conversant with -s,o many new sci,mces 

~ ~ 
and discoveries,partic-nla.rly at ,l_his aeething time,with its strange 

I\ , 2., • 
~ r.~ J v ~ ~Y'- < ·1 

liknesss in its scientific~ awq.Jcening /\to the days of Elizabeth or 
~Kl-g,,J, ~ vA-v J;,.-,..,,;__.,__J_, .. ,.J--z.A.,,;..,, .. v'-/ 

the early nineteenth 
&~1-

{;h:fms el~i th,_ any one 

century,~-se.-cann-:a.t take time to saturate 
c/V w---4, ":I w.Q,,f- 'l ~ 

al,{thor,\0:r set cf. poems. This rare privilege 

is extf'::nded only to the teacnr of English. ne may mingle with his 

fellow men,and be as active in the world as he please,read every new 

scientific book, dabble in every new philosophical theor~,e,nd yet 

hold close communion daily with the masters,walk with thern,li,re with 

~ -e.,.~ ~ ~ ~ Lo-v<-·~-t~ 

then;._, e.nd be in Ji way to~ discover new beauties in th" best o:f their 

work. 

Is not such an opportunity one to make one give pause be-

fore complaining of the stupidity of the average pupils when brought 





f'ace to face wi fu.ue.~•\~erature? : .. , __ ,,., 
- h(MM..~ I 

Particularly is jh.at teacherfortunate,who 
-u.~ 

4 

~ 6 
becauRe ~worki~ in 

a small school .M... is forced to -d-e... all or nearly Hll of the F.._ __ ,nglish, 
J v5 

and thas not ::S, restricted to ~he work of one or two years. To him 

all heaven lies open day after day,and if he is wise and has planned 
~~ ~ ~~-~ ~ ....::,._ ~~ 

his work so that lHJ. the"theme writingAdoes not e-me------0-n----h.e--a-arn-e 

.-d.a~r, ~ t the o-l&~B ;r:e_-:p-i-e as 1 ue ly--a--1 t-e-r-na-t-ed-w-4.-t-h-l-.i~ e , hi a 

is a life of pleasure. The drudg~ry of teaching composition iR more 

than cornp~nsated by the delight of finding in the next ~our an 

~~,,~ a new thrill of' delight at 

• ;is t~ 1-.be- d--i. cussed 

the reading of a poem 

The range is wide. ;rrom Homer to KiJ)ling;from Greece to F.ngland 

and America;from the pleasant beauties of the American poets, to 

the mif-;hty thunders of Carlye,and the incisive logic of Burke. He 

may dwell one hour with Coleridge in the "land of mist and snow", 

and the next 1 ur.ge in the coffee houses with the Spectator and 

laugh amiably at the pleasant follies of the beaux and belles of 

Q,ueen Anne's time. It may be that his adventures for the next 

hour will throw him with Odysseus panting and breathless upon the 

sanres of Pheaeacia to supplicate the princess Nausicaa>s.nd then 

be recalled by the electric bell to modern times,and the changing 

of classes, only to go forth with Gareth and fight the knights with 

their "foolish allegory" and discover that Death after all,is 

beautiful Life. And if perchance, beauty and adventure and my~+.icism 

have made him dreamy,t.he thunders of Burke will recall him to his 

duty as a citizen of a republic ,and he will find ~ keen pleaaue 

in thinking t;hrough the applic:ation of the examples of Chester, 

Ireland,Wales and Durham to the American colonies of 1775. One day 

he may shudder as ~r0-cbeth goes fo:- t,h in his deaperat~ion to fight 

that Birnamwood come to Dunsinane,or he may rouse with Antony,the 





\ 5. 

worst l~ of the Roman mob. He may rejoice with Bassanio at 
(., 

the di~omfiture of Shylock,and live over the sweet uses which 

make him walk with 
()\,\ Jt_ ~ " ~o: 

Rosaljnd and ~rlando in the Forest of Arden,or 

sigh with the Duke and Viola. 
f\ 

Some time he will stop and laugh 

happily with the merry company of Chaucer at the Tabard Inn;soMe time 

he may follow faire Una on her adventures in the enchanged forest; 

he may dream with Sir Launfal over the Holy Grail,and learn to love 

the leper,as the Ancient Marin,.er learned to love the "elfin water-
~~~ 

snakes". He may shudder"~ the fall of Lucifer from heaven, or 

storm Torquilstnt~ with the Black Knight;he may weep with Rusttim 
~ ~ t~ O'W • (' •N ~ ~ 

over his gallant son, or shud-deringly ~~~cl Sidney Carton He 

!!lay drop with Beowulf down to the lair of Grendel's mother,or 

laugh with Irving on the stage coach of an English C histmas eve. 

Hawthorne may l':~ h.im into olden days at the ~rovince House,~) 

Mil ton 1na~r sing lH-a... sweetest poems in the world. to him;Wordsworth 
t.&,,<t{ ck 1)-.f_~ ~ 

will give him thought,and Scott ~thrill xim with the joy of border 

fight. All these and more,yea more,to the fulness of joy is his. 

Now I erant you that every educated person has done all this and 

more ,and every teacre r who sits with you in vour council of teacre r....s 

has done as much--but who else save: the teacher of English may do so 

a.lways;vrho save he may consort with the masters \fin that closest 

intimacy every day,and live over his adventures and loves and long-

ings every year? It is a joy that do es no+, ~ stale; a. pleasure 

that the uncompn~hending student can not rnar,'tut one which he comes 
of cL t::.-t ·.._p-

to share, unconsciously, unknowingly ,perhaps, but -r~~-~i--n~t may be 

in after years,~~ ~ b:i ~. s~ ~ ~ 
a....~~ 

For look you,the teacher of English must know, these things him-

self first,and then when he and his classes come t.ogether to look 

over the words of that days lesson,new beauties 

a new gleam"athwart the shot silk of poetry",a~ 

come into the page, 
tl.~"""-

beauty 11ne.-.tl\_ seen~~ 
( 





~·r·~~~ 
# ~ 
~ • ~ ~ lr1~. 

~ a conception "~~-• a suggest_i1t,en,in the 
vNM L, ... F-,q,-£, 9 :r:;, ,Jb --. - ~~ •t-cve.o...~ .:i;.,~i.,...,_~ • 

1:-ifl..os ~~..:..t-o,~~n the barren walls of a school-room 

with the l!l'qttaH-d- environment of desks and maps and unwilling learn• 
4 . ~~'ew{, 

ers,t.~.is enacted -fJ:¼a.t. mystery which Keats~ that midni ht 

over Chapman's Horner when he "flet like some watcher of the skies, 

When a new planet swims into his ken." Can~ any bread-winner ask~ 

more,that he feel' within him over his daily Htk; the thrill of the 
cf;:4 Jv, 

master, and find, himself expressing ~-that thrill unconsciously in t:e 

the words of the master? 
~~ 

Dor the second great compensation of the ti,acher comes now.
/\ 

that the mind unconsciously echoes every day and all day long that 

language of the dail v lesson. The teacm r has striven so earnestly 
W,. I -,.Ji.~ 1-,_j.,_ ~ 

to interpret ~ 'W-OFQ-S o.:f the poe:t:":0r the essa.yis.t>::ifito the &om-
J- ~ ~,> 

prehension of the student,that ~w-erds--0f the p_o.et haire-f-¼x-ed-11tifem.,. c,/-

selves i~his own soul. Or he has listened to so many of the 

exquisite passages of the great ones recited by the pupils--albeit 
~ , ,.J.., ~ s~ ~ M-c 4---,, 

reci ted with distaste, that~~lo.ntte-r ~-s-1~,guaee- to 
~ ~CJ> ~ 
0.expreasl\t;he rioments,g!"eat and littl~ in his life. Perchance desnair 

at the thanklessness of his task may seize him some. day,.~ ~f 
~ 

the beauty w'. the 1 ife he--1-e-ada., and the words from Lycidas come to 

his lips,"Alas what boots it with incessant toil 
To tend the homely slighted shepherd's trade", 

and vri th them;: 'the rr,11ly of Phoebus brings its own consolation. 

The daffodils of spring he praises in the words of Wordsworth'8 

Daffodils,and laments in Herricks,":B'air daffcdilfJ,we Wt-!ep to see you 

haste away so soon." If it may seem to him that life is slipping by 

and the guerdons are small and few,he consoles himself with the 

last line of the sonnet that perchance a class recited that Morning, 

"They also serve who only stand and wait." It may be that his is a 

third story room,whose window looks out upon a wildt4ness of roofs 
a-J..:- ~Zvu.. ~ j ~ . 

chimneys,atrectching awa.y t;o -the- -~on of mor-e___z:no:£.&.. But 





.... 
... 

---r 1:>~ ~er-a cp --1 

some morning the early sun touches ilt and gilds the scene into?• ~ l 
a blaze of glory,and then he realizes anew the exquisitness of ill 

~~ d~ S 
that description of t-he-c-tty i-ll ea.r-ly morn~ in Wordsworth•R Weat- 'i 

minster B~idge,and the next class who recites that poem 
~a,, 

~some• 

thing in it that the preceding class did not. ~-

And this brings us to the third great compensation of the teache~,e tJ 
r;/ ~' 

a greater than all these that~ ma~e his~life a thing of beau~ 
• n • ~ 

For -s~ in t_he scores of pupils who face hi111 daily, BOPlfolWhere J J'" 

amone the hundreds who have passed out of his life,aemewh-e-J=.e.,there 3: 
:5t~ibL beauty \£· 1 or two who have ~ ~ the 1m1utt of the poem , as it should be\ -/ 

w4, ',,;,.,..>-~ ~ 

one coming to it for the fi~st time~4~ and untr1ed;some ~ 
~ ~ 

one has seen tA&t the/\ logic of the essay :if-exquiaite;&Om4 girl or 

has been impressed by the pitiless inexorableness of sin -&Ad

its effecte,and has gone away murmuring in the words of Godfrey 
paying 

Cass, "There's debts you canJ)t pay like money debts by extra extra 

~ i,.,lj 

for the years that have gone by",an~ has leafn~ ~a lesson of life 

without the ~ expP-rience which wrung the words from the man 

~ ~ cf Ca ~ i,..J;s' o- ~1 s~ 

story. 8-ome day s-ome~-mi-nd~ that he is not. heing , ,) 
~ ► -~ ~~ ~ 

taught literature, b 1J.t is being taught by li tera tire, and perhaps 

of l)N'\. • ~, 4 
lessons fro himself. Some ~,a girl or _boy 

~~.j_ 
says aoftly,"That IS beautiful",and thRt. joy of that moment --lives tad 

('_~.., ._,.,~ ~ J 
-th-r-0u-gh--ma:R.y: dusty days of grind ,sending its gleam of hope~ 

the long fingers of the rosy dawn ~e gray of twilight~h~se 

are the thine;s that make the daily work beautiful,t:-iat compensate 

')'\.,U1'~-t; 

for the listless J'}li.~, the pupils who "never could get English"; 

the boys with themes crihbed bodily from the variorun1 edition, the 

~--d 
-boy-s-.!add~ who never rememb~r which ma~ wrote which hook,and' 

~~ 
will spend weeks on a work,only to forget the author at the end; the 

t&,z:y I()~ 

pttp'tl~wHo remember nothing of 

a woman older than himself;the 

Shakespeare's life save that he married 

~;~e names of • 
girls who ~ all ti.e---al.l.{1111 ton, 





' .. 
8. 

(rnpj_ J- ~ < ~ut,J-
wi ves, but forget" the minor poems; the '--p-t1pils-- who w4-±1 mak-e_ Spenser and 

Shelle~font~mporaries, the~~ who will persistently wriet';tf:-£.-~~ err 
-~~ ~ ~ 

s©r~of a book when---,a...._-&hort character sketch 1>as be8R--askea for-
~~u. 

all these make the days of the teacher gray days,unless"he has the 

saving erace of humor,and keeps a notft~-e-f--M-d-i-eu~-o-u-s-a:n-swerB, 

and shoulders his full share of the blame. B¼lt ¼a~fall this, 

after ~ years he has spent 1~:!.ching ~ the great things -!A. 

~ Ea,gli:sh-----lit-e1=ature,after spend~n-g days and hours with the great 
~~~ 

minds, thinking their thoue;hts, seeing the ht-. wo~ld", feel ine ~r 
~-:-~-~ 

hopes,.and d"'sires,til..Il4 -at ths ond,tran.slating their lives into his 

'~ ~li'fe,and expressing his 'OJll!ll daily deeds and thoughts,even to the 

"little name,less unren1embered acts" into their language, in short 

~·1 ,11:1..p..-m,f~- W\ 14vin£ day after day the most beau+H'-Y-l--i-R~~-o-f 1 communion 

with the~' Jrkti:e is not this compensation enough for all the 

other thing"\ Then let all teachers of English in high schools arise 

and bless the colleges,who in their zeal for the young souls en-
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