Buenos Alires, Argentine
Februery 5, 1951

Gustav Maryssael, Nsquire
Mexicen Light & Power Company, Ltd.
20 Gante
Mexieo City

Dear Maryssael:

I am sending you herewith a copy of & letter which I have
written to Mr, Heinemsn, which is self-explanatory and which
glves you some of the news from here. I am alsc sending you
a copy of a letter which I have written to Graydon, which 1s
self-explanatory.

The trip down here was very restful as I am sure the trip
back will be but I am doubtful whether I will have very much
real leisure while I am here if I can Judge from the week which
we have already had, The Mexican authorities should be etern-
ally grateful to all conceraned for the action which the company
and others took in connection with the electricity needs of the
country for here in the Argentine, in spite of the endeavors of
the CADE, the couaniry is really stending naked before the
electricity situation and it is difficult to buy that kind of
a sult of clothes in these times even 17 cne heas the money
and you know how hard money is to get., From every point of
view, I hope that it may be possible to do something while I
am here, /@ are definitely sailing on the"Uruguay™ on ljarch
£2nd for New York and I will return to Mexico Clty as soon as
possible thereafter but I will have to spend a few days in
New York and Washington and Graydon has mentioned the possibility
that I may have to go there for a Board meetling.

) I have not had any news from Mexico City since I left
/ except for a brief letter written by Jimmy on the day he came
/ back end the letters which I get from iirs. Hall concerning my
" personal affairs, I think you know thet my brother-in-law
and his wife, Mr., and Mrs, Caledb layton are speading some
/weeks 1n the house in Mexieco City and Cuernavace @s he has
/ not been well and had to teke & holiday. One of their
/ daughters, Virginla, and her husband should be arriving in a
{ few days, also to stay at our house. The latest news I have
from Mrs. Hughes is that she is arriving with her daughter
early in February and she will be staying at the house,

1 thank you for your telegram telling me that the copy
of the brief which we presented to the Export-Import Bank
or International Bank has been forwarded to Brozens here.
It will be indispensable for the CADE to get & credit from
either the Export-Import Bank or the World Bank and I told
Brozens that I thought it would be advisable for his people
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to begin the preparation of their brief as soon as possible
and our brief may be a gulde for them. That is why I asked
for it. There is no time to lose and the preperation of a
brief will take at leest a month although most of the basic
méterial is of course available in the CADE,

I have a copy of the letter which you wrote on Januery 30th
to Le Palge regarding Mr. Gardel. It looks to me as though
he may be too much interested in one side of the problem but
if he is a man of adequate adeptability and capacity and flexi-
bility and if he is really willing to do the kind of work that
we need, it may be that we can consider him. I thiunk one of
the prineipal factors you may wish to keep in mind is whether
he is not only willing to think of ocur problem in the broad
terms that such &n engineer has to consider it, but also whether
he has the flexibllity and adaptability to do this even if he
wants to. If e is purely dedicated to the research work and
has only that kind of mind he is not, I should think, the kind
of person we would want. I leave this mailter eatirely to your
Judgment., I have always felt that we staud as good a chance
of getting the right kind of a men in the United States &s we

do in Zurope.

] am naturally deeply interestied in developments iu our

picture in Mexlight and I would appreciate your writing ne
or having someone vwrite me concerning developments, 1 am
very much interested in how thlnge &re going with regard to

., Lecheris and Patle in the various aspects and alsc as to how

" the contrecting firm or pPatle is comdng €long. I am very
mueh interested in how the negotliations with the Syndicate
with respeet to the Commerclal Department are going on. I
-notice from the papers that the Power Commission is giving
itself a lot of publicity. I note ln a letier from Craydon
that the Nexican Government has reduced the rate of interest
on government vonds from 6% to 5k. I think I can see some
of the reasons why that has been done. 1 am very much interested
in this, however, and if Genachte will talk with Rendall in the
Embassy I think he can get some information &nd beckground on
this, A greast meny of the things in wiulch I am interested will
be covered by the reports of the stafl meetings and there is
no reason why they should not be sent {0 me in the mall here
but if you prefer not to send them to me directly to the
Plaza Hotel, you can send them to Mr. Laurie who will have a
means of getting them to me. I know that you are very occupied
8o that if you want Jimmy, Mertinez, Bernlier or Nikiforf to
write me, you can have them do so. Although I &am on this
holliday and have some other things I am thinking of here for
the time being, I need not tell you that my primary thought
is with Mexlight.
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I am sure that lirs, Maryssael and the children were glad
to see you back and in so meny ways you were glad to get back
even though it means this constant application to the meny
problems of the company., I can assure you that life in Mexico
City is as pleasant in so many ways &s we know it to be,

-

Mrs, Messersmith and I are both well and enjoyling our stay.
I will appreciate your giving my good wishes to the members
of the staff at the next staff meeting and telling them that
my thoughts are very much and often with them,

My wife jolns me in very good wishes to you, Nr., Marysssel,
and the children,

Cordially and faithfully yours,

George 3. Messersmith




