COLORED NATIONAL CONVENTION.

Natiesal Commemerative Heollday.
The 8t. Louis Democrat reports the
ional colored ention, which con-
tinued its session in that city last Monday:

Missouri. 2
motion, the rules were suspended to
allow reference to the business committee
of a-resolution introduced by Mr. O. L.
Smith, of Missouri, petitioning Congress ro
remove all political disabilities from the
tant rebels of the South., It wasso

erred.

Mr. G. B. Wedley, of St. Lonis, proposed
the passage of a resolution recommending
the setting a) of the fourth of July in
commemoration of the several events which
have culminated in the full enfranchisement
of the colored people as American citizens.
Mr. Wedley stated that in the afternoon he
would give his reasona why thia day, above
all others, should be set n:lpu{t’l_’ the col-
ored as & mnatio oliday.
farnnl’t.:'ti: business committes.

A resolution was introduced by Profe

tinetions between the whites and blacks is
minhohn:om.ndodcnlsted to harm every-

body. The sooner caste sand are
done away with the better. y, we
have no color. We are not colored; we are
American citizens, pure and sim [Cries
of “Good, good."] Hence, to style our-
selves colored citizens i3  to per

tuate, to your own the

socially the

because
you can not legislate away preju Sup-
pose white men organize themselves as

white men, what would be the result! We
want nothing colored, politically or other-

wise. There have quite a number of
high-sounding political resolutions intro-
duced into this 5. Theyare foreign to

the call, and have no business here. In ad-
dition to that, the St. Louis delegation are
under instructiona from a mass meeting,
which resolutions to the effect that

Re | it was ine. t that any definite line of
policy should be determined on in a conven-
t d exclusively of one class of

0. L. C. Hughes, of Sit lA::il. to wfnge an
aggressive warfare against the use of spirit-
uous and malt liquors, which met with the
eame reference,

Mr. Hughea also presented the following,
which was also referred:

Waereas, We believe the right basis of
government is equal rights for all her citi-
zens, and all free governments rest upon
the principle of the inherent right of the

e to govern themselves as o;;med to
arbitrary or despotic power, and this

is t underiyving right, the broad
principles on which a free government alone
can safely rest. We also believe all citizens

should participate on equal terms im the
choice of the principles that shall rule
them, and that suffrage is simply the ex-

on L}
citizens. Well, Mr. Chairman, depreeating
every movement as colored men, and evers-

thing to per| caste and
militate aﬂimt our advancement, and in
view of the resolutions just read within

your hearing, I now move the adjournment
of this convention sine die.

Mr. Holmes, ot St. Louis: I second the
motion.

Profeasor 0. L. C. Hughes, of 8t. Louis,
moved to lay the resolution on the table,
Jwlx_ich was carried by a very heavy ma-
ority.

'l'h’; committee on Lusiness here entered,
and reported that they had adopted the fol-
lowing resolution on the subject of a

i commeworative holidav:

Rezolced, we, the rcgr@wnhxive. of
the colored people of the United States, in
i bled, do hereby recom

pression, legally ascertained, of the voice of
the majority of the le. Furth
in the lan, 4 of the ortal

gunge Lincoln,
we believe “he who would be no slave must
consent to have no slave;” that those who
deny freedom to others deserve it mot for
themselves, and under a just God can mot
long retain it; therefore, be it
That woman being governed by
the same laws and living in this free gov-
ernment where the rights of citizenship are
determined by the Iaw of equality, we deem
it just, equitable and in harmony with the
of & true democracy and free govern-
ment, that she shall exercise the same pre-
m we claim for ourselves.
further, That no law in this free
America is just where agercon is taxed
i tried by a jury
less than their peers; that we believe in
uality, not of sex, knowledge, fortune,
. strength or beauty, but of rights.
Equality before the law is a favorite and
prominent maxim in the Magna Charta of
our then, all citizens are equal

before law, the law akould be equal to
ull, without favor, partiality or prejudice.
If laws bind alike, then all should alike

have & voice in their enactment.

Resolved, That woman is justly entitled to
all the prerogatives of a citizen, in the light
of the spirit of our government, and the
fourteenth amendment, which reads: *“All

reons born or naturalized in the United
S:m.. and suhbject to the jurisdiction there-
of, are citizens of the United States,” and
that we demand them on those !H'oumis

M. 5. M. HU
s. V. BINSON,
JENNIE STORY,
MARY ROBERSON.
Rev. A. W. Jacksok, of fllinois, offered a

ssolution eettling abvut the twenty-second
¢ Beptember as a national holiday, com-

con 7
mend the setting apart of the Fourth of Jnl{
to commemorate the several events whicl

have culminated in our present position in
the full possession of all the rights of

rican citizens.

Mr. Alexander Clarke, of ltf)vn, presented
& minority report in favor ol selection
of tmt ot January and the Fourth of
Jnlg. A second minority report declared
in favor of the first of August.

Mr.J. T. Mahorney, of Indiana, rose to
speak to the resolution. The great sub-
Jjeet which the negro in this country is now
debating is the celebration of a mational
holiday by the colored people all over the
country, in commemoration of the ‘ﬂ:‘t
events that have culminated in the disen-
thrallment of the race. One thing they
that the negro is in a
in this government. The
¢ hat ded them were
such as never surrounded them before,

Mr. Mahorney then reverted to the time of
the issuing of the e ipation procl

tion, and read extracts from the reports
of the Secretary of War and Secretary of
the Interior, and from the speeches of Presi-
dent Lincoln, to show that the procluma-
tion was issued as a matter of expediency.
He demanded that they know no negro
in America. The whole guestion turns on
this point. Let a German come to this
country, and Le soon becomes identified
with America and American citizens. Should

must consider:
transitory state
i t

they always be considertd negroes?! They
must act their part. The issue is upon us—
we can not avoid it.
Mr. Hughea: [ do not rise to make a
h now upon this all absorbing ques-
tion, but I have vamty enough to presume
upon saying a worid here which I think
should enable the representatives of the

Bmorative of the enf! L ot the
COred race. Referred.

LETTER FROM REV. MOSES DICKSON.

Bysas Ciry, Mo., September 21, 1571
B. R Vjiams, Eaq.:
DEA §1n—1 regret exceedingly that I
can t the convention. Business over
which . have no control will detain me
here. Yo yill please to give my kindest re-
gard o Ui eonvention. The present meet-
Ing o epresentatives of our people is,
just at thgime, one ot great importance:
the ¢ a day to celebrate as & memo-
rial of the i events that have resulted
:_?‘ ::“' f“‘iuﬁu. ﬂ,::idoml-nd political
ave my choice, 1 say, give us
the Fourth « July, The o A gt
found in the\eclaration of independence.
A most imporng matter that will come
hefw:r, ﬂ: colention vrillulbo to :‘1.1l the
coun! e are on the politi i
sues of the da; u,l.x:’ you .:

the npmuﬁ.&t%e#&g
o! ,000 or uore voters.
I earnestly ask aconrentioll not to dodge
the question Or tGive an uncertain sound;
ge tell the world in
ill act. Take a
latform that all
“h that it has been
SUT%h Tho: pelitical may e #ey Nechisg
0 se) of our ;
o'l"hn. i?::to::m: o:mric‘:n dtiun‘:om'e
It is time. Fraterna, m SR O
R mbszs DICKSON.
#ptter, addressed to
the convention by G. (fredell, of Omaha,
Nebraska, to which he sgented a plan by
which wor may be enabled
to secure homes on the \blic lands of the
country. The colored the writer
said, were left by the emgipation procla-
mation and Wiout education;
3 .;:O'ﬂ:‘:l:lu n?l' ithe freed-
men’ hllklo‘ o alo a ncreased

cities on account of the deth, or searcit
of m‘s:{:ymt. and_theyften becomy

in the gr hive of life.

Capitalists, with millions . mopey, are
ever ready to loan portimn_;'h{,my
can doso with a proper tee of the
mpd and interest. Toecure this,
of from fifty to one Lgreq i

lies could with five tan golid

h

ng
dollars would enable ther,

?t’need rates for emi ts, to x;,'n%:&:.

'v}'u

ka or some other tern Terriy on gov-
ernment lands. By ingeizhteen
dollars can secure & home 4pg hun-

h
quires them to live on and cnltiuzo,'g':';
¥ irs at the end '¢hae
time, with a ¢ deed the rerp.

of ‘their . The first yo of
ing and caltivation increases its 4
and more on the acre, wj

the writer ht the settler could r;.

received and filed.

wucwﬁad.andth%ﬁr-wmmm

A Q.hohinm.vhichtheuﬁonwu born.
v. R. T. W. hmes and ruulun an Ameriunr:mm. 1 am for

people here assembled to give that undi-
vided attention to the speaker, which I
think is the right of every representative
here, and that the merits of the question
demand. We are here from all sections of
the Union—from the North, tie South, the
East and the West. And there ought to
be that largeness of Leart and soul ms will
allow every gentleman who Las a right on
this floor to rise and express his own opin-
ions on the instructions he has m&':'ed
from the constituents who have sent him
here. I, myself, am under the i ion
that we can do no better than to celebrate
the Fourth of July, the day upon which
were declared the great principles upon
which this government is laid.

Mr. E. R. Williams, the president of the
convention, said that, as the only delegate
P from Nebraska, e was d
to give his voice for the thirtieth of March,
the anniversary of the promulgation of the
fifteenth amendment.

Mr. George B. Wedler: Mr. President—
We have assembled here as representatives
from the different States of the Union in a
national convention. I think the idea was
a grand one, when the citizens of Nebraska
selected the city of St. Louis as the most ap-
propriate place in which the convention
could be held. What could have inspired
Nebraska with the idea! Was it because
this is the centre ot the nation phic-
ally, or was it because St. Louis is built upon
the eastern of the mighticat stream
on this continent, whuse turbulnt waters
wash the shores of thousands of miles of
the most tertile land in the world—a city
which is destined to be the brightest and
most si:pulmu in the world, and at no dis-
tant day the seat of cmflre. where all the
questions of public welfare and national
policy shall be discussed. It is indeed an
up{mprhte place to assemble, and feeling,
as I do, that deep interest in the welfare of
my race, allow me to suggest to the gentle-
men of this convention the im, of
calm deliberation and just dec Mr.
President, when I offered this resolution,
‘*that we, the colored people of the ma-
tion, shall celebrate the fourth day of July
in commemoration of the attainment of our
citizenship, I promised I would give this
convention some reasons why this is the
most appropriate day to commemorate the
disenthrallment and enfranchisement of our
race. My first reason for setting the
fourth of July is that we could celebrate it
in common with all the people of this na-
tion. We find, in reading American his-
tory, that on March the fifth, 1770, six
previons to the signing of the dec of

mdence, the citizens of Boston made
an attack on the British troops, in which
Christus Attucks, a colored man, was ki
who was the first martyr that fell in de-
fense of American liberty and 2
dence. All the subsequent events were bus
links in the chain of cvents which was
eventually to place all the citizens of the
United Btates upon the same political plane
of eqpﬂit‘yh—thwihftinl:’ J" th:h.h
qnutlon’ @ m! T Of Ve
of the Missouri compromisJe?y'tho -
difficulties i

the proclamation of emancipation, and the
mgool the thirteenth, lt)':uruenth and

nth amendments. am for setting
apart the Fourth of July, because the -
(-'mlao Inid down in the great A an
agna Charta assured us of our citizen-

| ship. The spirit of those principles which

were set forth by the people on that day
never ceased wgrking until the eitizens
were tree and equal. [ am for it, be-

dres cause it is the great national holidsy on

which the whole seople of the republic

3nd glorious anthem

f freedom in on

P
I am for it be-
because I believe it is our indispensable

'd sacred duty as American citizens to do

sry line !h:;‘:l:rks ished
us as a distinguis

E: and to remove the p:ejndim which

been engendered against us on ac-

€4t of our former i
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