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318 A St., N. E., 

Washington, D. c., Jan. 15, 1902. 

Hon. John w. Ross, 

Co:-rc-.issioner District of Columbia. 

Dear f>i r: 

I h9.ve read carefullY,, and thoughtfully your exhaustive 

analysis of the vvidence in the case of Mrs . Dunbar vs. Officer 

Kemp, and all things b~inG equ al, I can see how easily a 

doubt could be raised from the evidence, as it appears in the 

record, as to the guilt or innocence of the accused . 

Iry object in addressinc you is to justify Mrs . 

Dunbar in not carrying her case to the Police Court, as suggested 

by you, there to be brouch~ be ~ore a jury to be tried on its 

merits . I am one of .. 1rs . Dunbar ' s friends who advise against 

such procedure . It is bad enough to be clubbed by a burly 

policeman as · rs . Dunb? vms clubbed, without having that clubbing 

~pproved by~ j ury of tw~lv prejudicGd men . Race prejudice has 

such 2. hold upon that cl cment of the white race usually selected 

to s.J :--vc on j uri s, that no ar!lount of evi d nee by colored wi tne sse3 

would. outm:. ich in their narrow minds the simple 'enial of a white 

officer. I have seen c9ses made out so clear that a Judge 

.'lould a.rop his head in shame vrhen a white jury vrould say "not 

guilty" in cases of colored s.gainst white. In the cases brought 
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aga inst nanac;e r Chase of the Opera ~Ious;;:, uhe re he brutally 

threw colored p -ople out of his theatre after having sold 

them tickets, and was fined for so doine by the Judge, having 

demanded a jury trial, he was exonerated in every instanc~, 

though the evidence was positive and convincing, clearly showins 

the QJ.ilt of the accused. It was hoped by the friends of Mrs . 

Dunbar, for they comprise the law-ubiding element of the colored 

people of this District, that some punishment, if only a reprimanq 

would be meted out to this erring officer. 

If his contention be true that Mrs . Dunbar, a 

refined, deli cate lady, became pueilistic and struck him re­

peatedly in the face, drawing blood, why, then, did he not 

arrest her? That was his plain duty. Resisting and assaulting 

an officer in the dischar5e of his duty is a grave offense, 

anc:. no officer has a richt to condone it. H nci ther attenpted 

to arrest her, nor proffered her s.ss ist c1nce when she fell 

blee ....:. inc; ·trom the blow of his club. She did not fall to the 

cround only because she was caught by a friend and led away. 

I attended the trial of officer Kemp before Maj . 

Sylvester , and the demeanor of the two or three white pursons 

who testified in the officer's favor showed how deep-seated 

was their race prejudice. The disposal of this case is very 

disappo inting to the law-abiding element of the colored people 
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TELEPHONE 1Z30·38TH ST. 

fi '" ' DR. W. H. McKENLEY 

OFFICE HOURS : 

UNTIL. 11 A . M . 

2 TO 4 P. M . 

e TO a P . M . 

227W WEST THIRTY-THIRD STREET 
•~Ii ' • 
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PAUL R. REYNOLDS. 0 ABL111 ADDB.888, 

"CARBONATO NEW YORX.'' 
No, 70 FIFTH AVENUE. 

R:aPRID&lQNT.A..TIV■ or 

W"M. HEINEMANN, 

S AMPSON LOW", MARSTON & C O., L:tM.IT Kl D -f 

ARCHIBALD OONSTA..BLE & CO. , 

O:r :LolfD0N, 

NEW YORK. 

Mrs. Alice Dunbar,, 

T E L E.PHONE, 

3 403-18TH STREET. 

_ ..... F'---'e:,._h..,_._. __._J ...... 5.....,,,__ __ 1902 • 

321 Spruce Str eet , 

Washing~on , D.O. 

My dear Mr s . Dunbar: 

I enclose herewith 

my check for $34 . 96 being the money due 

you on "A Foreordained Affair " less 

my commission and $1 . 04 which I had 

paid out in postage, expressage , etc . 

Ki ndly acknowledge r eceipt. 





fo✓-._9t. ~/;f,wd,, 
~tb. 

,____ 

VOUHO II, H:LOEW.,IIAlTCI 





ffloarh of Qt~ucation of the IDistrict of tolumbia, 
-.. 
CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL, WASHINGTON, 0 . C . 

DR. FRANCIS R. LANE, 

DIRECTOR OF H IGH SCHOOLS. February 24 , 1902 • 

•. iss Alice Dunbar , 

'' 1 • ' • ' 

City. 

I am i n receipt this morning of your apJlication ror a 

position to teach in tl"'1e i Street Ligh Jcl ool , and also 

of a letter coP.l.I!l.ending you from 1:rs . Francis . ':here is no 

vacancy in this school , but there 1ay be an opportunity for 

you in t.1e coming school year. I should be elad to see you , 

at your orm convenience , in tliis connection , some time before 

the :'i:rst of ray . 

-ri th ree;ard to substitute ·1ork , it woulc~ be r:ell for you 

to 1Yke arrangements with 1:rs . Cooper . 

Ver sincerely rours 

I 
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