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jmtXCAS ZHm&VWt. 0KNHL*I|| 

Ber l in , 9«rmftayv Oetols^r 10, IftfS* y* 

$8ffcf&Gffi »i*h #*f«r«aft« to tiu» ©losiag of th# 
Chris t ina Sei«ttee aoelo t ie* in. ftaartsa^tiu 

•:m mtmm& ' ' * .... 

1 hav* th« ho»or to ro f s r to t l » s^ptrtfiwist**? 

tologrmi. ',<f Sfcptoa&sr a s , 6 r=»su ft© th* Baton »ajrt to th* 

€ff#et tha t ftocoiwliag. to the Smolitragtoft r*pr«-0«iiafct^«> 

of th# €hri#tla!3 seiofMS* *5©aitor, tha flmrlagioa tfo^arn-

moot at feoisaar 'hot <ti8#olWft ond gapohlbttad tha fr#® 

£&riati&@ s a i a o t i a t s tSolofe. s.ad has aoaflaeota*! i t a 

oropart^r and funds. Tha Bap«rtet«rit iu»tr»#t® th* ^a&aaffj' 

t o i iwaat igs ta and ans&e&t a talajjraphie report* 

SlteB l&fea&ay referro-i t o t h i s Caaatilat* ii«a#r«ji th® 

Papfcriaeet *«? talagrma *»& I iwaoi ie te ly s»»i*iM*tit©4 igr* 

3«as«r» th* Cot**&l at i«t|*&l$» t o aak t&a fh*«fiiigi*» 

a u t h o r i t i e s for i raport» ?ht* roooi»t faa« now l » a 

ra#aiv«d from hla *ad 2 «• trafiamittlRg with tha o r ig ina l 

of t h i s &»*pateh, eoplaa of l a t t e r * f roa Mr* ^ » s « r «tat#4 

•0*toto«r $ olid OetobM* fts wMatt «r« aalf^aa^lanatory* I 

have aloo ooat to th* I^ateaaaf «@piog of thaaa l e t t e r * * 

?l3# Dapartmarit w i l l not* from, Conaatl &u*a*rf* l a t t e r * 

tha t 
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tha t the Chris t ian &ai*n«i soe ie t i as in Thurlngi* wer« 

aloaed toy «n order of the ?hurlngi«n ^wernmeij** 

For beakgraiiiiia and us of i a t a r e s t t o t h a XtopartoMMrit, 

1 h*r* t o giire the fal l ; ,* lag fur ther Information. Before 

I received the Seoarteieni *» t e l ag raa of &e$>t$aiber £•&* 

S p».a# from th* ..ssbas-sy, tha correspondent i a Berl in of 

th» Chr le t iaa Saianoo ot i i tor , »r» Slllla&ft* had already 

been in toaeh with m to amy ' that ha had reeelaed infor

mation to tha ef fect t ha i the C'hriatiaa Sciene© e&tabliah-

saeata i s Welaisr* s?«am# 3 re i* and aan.l«*nroda had beea 

closed by the fharingian au th^r i t i av and th* property 

sa l r««ord% including th© esah* eonfieeeted. J&p*. 

HfXilaae a te ted tha t the re ware- BO J«oric?.«n« connected 

with tha eet«blieftjs*ata and tha t ha wae 3a*r-«ly giving 

mm tha inforwati<m*f«sr sy background. I a eked h i a t o 

keep im aflviaed of developaaata and ha s ta ted that tea 

had had w©rel from Leaden tha t IMTZ! Aatar* *Jr* 1'onnaat 

end S*# Bra i thea i t e would ho oaer fross London t o lock 

in to tha a i t n a t i a a . On tha aaae day tha t X received 

tha Bapartamnt *» telogr*«n of ^epteaher 06 from tha 

labee&y inquir ing lu te the atafcaa of tha aat&er, I 

lxmohed ®t t h a l r reqaeet with l#ord, *»tor m£ nr* 

Tewaant. they war« groafdLy eaterelaed oa«r th© s i t ua t i on 

sad f a i t t h a t the flowing of tha aatahliahaa-.ta in 

Thurlagia mi^ht only he th® beginning of general a e t l c n 

against the Chris t ian ftelanee eetebliahaentit in Geraaay. 

I ®:»w#d them tha t the re wm considerable reeaorit to 

belieire fcb<ai t h e i r supposition «a» c o r r e c t . They 

asked m» whether o*sr 3©^rnm#>nt wee talcing any o f f i c i a l 

SCti'OS* 
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ac t ion . Lord Aster had been t o see the &aba«sad<H' 

t h a t laomlng, aM 1 t e M Mm t h a t 8© far ass owr In

s t ruc t ions w#rfe concerned wc« would have t o confine our 

act ion for the present t o sierely inquir ing Into the 

s i tua t ion* I ateted* however* tha t i f X bad an oppor

tun i ty l a «« en t i r e ly unef f ic ie l wad personal way t o 

mpmak about the matter t o the ap»r©prlei * Oeriaan au thor i 

t i e s * I would be gleet to do se* 

I t ao happe»e-'1 tha t on toe afternoon of September 

S3 JSr* 3*lst of the stuff of the Consulate deneral w»« 

c a l l i n g em gfeaetaaeeretaer »p» 'Jrauert of the Prussian 

Ministry of the I n t e r i o r on another s e t t e r , X suggested 

t o Hr» Heist fch?--t i f he had the efH-ortunity to br ing no 

the question of the Christ leu Selene© soc i e t i e s in a 

nereenal eaawS e n t i r e l y unoff ic ia l manner* i t might be 

well to do «»* &s t h i s Consulate General ftas -very class* 

and sa t i s f ac to ry eonteet with S taa t s sac re tae r pr« Srfenert 

who i s one ^ f ' t he a»«fc powerful instrustents as well as 

one of the saoat t rus ted s ides of Minister f r«eident 

Gearing, I t 1« frequently possible for us t o discuss 

s e t t e r s with hist i n m unoff ic ia l and very helpful way, 

Mr* Oeist report*J a f t e r h is interview tha t he had seen 

Staataseeret&er Br, Orauert and a f t e r completing a i* 

business had seentioned the c losing of the Chr is t ian 

Salanee s o c i e t i e s in fhuringla in a f r iendly end ua*» 

off l e l e l way. !̂ p# Seist sa id to £r» Orauert feat the 

closing of the soc i e t i e s 'had cerate t o h ie a t t en t i on and 

tha t he believed tha t the Q*-rnmn a u t h o r i t i e s had acted 

without a f u l l knowledge of a l l the etrnmstaitea** Si*, 

;-®iat 
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3«l»t e ia te4 thftt the oaafeerahlp of the Chr le t iea 3*&eaee 

»©#Xeti®* 1 B a«na*fty e»« *a»l l Mid tha t the m«Bfe«raM:p 

»&» eomj^oeei ssoetly of people in !USJ&>1« eireu££$t«ne««f 

b**t ttutt In the tfolted 5t«t*s sad Sttglend the *eeletieft 

aurafcerei sssoag; fcisftSjp £§@eib*r* eota* of the >t©et i a f l t i ea t l a l 

and i n t e l l e e t u e l people in the reepeetiire oouatrlee* Mr* 

Uelet s ta ted tha t the* e l o s i a s of t he Chr le t tea Seloiiois 

eoe ie t iea in Haariagia i a th i a laisssary feehi^a aad the 

eoaf iee^t ioa of thetjp property a»*2 faade, wo«M undoubted* 

ly c rea te a e«ry aahappy iapirceeioa in the 3&lted Sta tes 

and pr ©feebly in other eoaatr tee sad fch»fe he «es sore ly 

aea i i aa i ag ^h* ssatter to the Miaietry i& t h i s personal 

®ad aaoff ie ie l way as I t neented prohiibie tfett t he ee t ioa 

in fhariagi© had been takes, without tins kaoeledg* of 

higher o f f i c i a l s of the Soveraifient la Berlitt who would 

he aiore l i k e l y t o appreciate a l l the impliaat lotto. 

S r , 3f»aaart ©%pr#see^ t o fct*« Oeiet il ls eery r e a l 

appreciat ion of h i t f r iendly a t t i t u d e an bringing t h i s 

n a t t e r t o hi® a t t e n t i o n . He thaiieed Ma for & eo?jrteau*j, 

coaei&erate and helpful net* He is&tedi&tely cal led la 

Br* Fleehar of the Ministry &$& ittfegs&ed him tha t he 

was t o send the neeessasry iaatru-ctloae to Tbsaptngia 

tha t the aoe ie t ie* abeald fee opened and tha t they eerc 

ac t to be in terfered with in the future*. 0* ^%tob«r © 

Sr» Fischer of the ?*ims8ias S la t e t ry of the I n t e r i o r 

ce l l ed the Coaaulate $enerel OR the telephone t o etefcc 

tha t H&® aoe le t lee l a Thwltx^ia were agsia open m& 

allowed t o f ree ly continue t h e i r a e t l v i t t c a * 

Beforo 
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Sefwre Lnr* Aaior and hin *a<" ae ta ta* , mr. f e m a a t 

and Mr. Braitlnraita l e f t S e r l l % they *te te£ tha t they 

would l i k e »«py aawsh t o lave a converaaii <m with 'Miniater 

Friek of the Ministry of the i n t e r i o r of th» Ratafee in 

order fenat they eontd give hia, oert&in baekgeo^aaafi in 

eaee t roubles «ho%*lfi a r ia* I s the future* 1 eyggeeted 

t o thesi that they csake the arrfcR|£€«e*it» f a r this v i s i t 

thraagk the Haitian Ssfeaaeyf hat ee the ttav» wee eaer t 

and ee they had d i f f i c u l t y in staking an apfMiint&ierit* X 

arranged t iwo^i^ a eontact in the ^ in l ata?y tha t they 

aee the Minister fit anee* There ia trr*nas*itted Herewith 

as of Ir&ereat to the Department, the l e t t e r whieh Lord 

^ator addresaed t o the Mintatry ^f t he I n t e r i o r on 

i'enteiafeer 28 following hia conversation with Minl*ter 

r r t ak* As- a s e t t e r of feat when the eeaver»«tion with 

the Minister ef t he i n t e r i o r of the Reieh tflMSk p laee , 

the orders hat! already hean laeaed t o fhwringia to open 

the s o c i e t i e s t h e r e , hy the i t tn ta t ry ef the I n t e r i o r 

of ?rm»«ia. fhia la pa r t i cu l a r l y s ign i f i can t and X 

est sent ioning I t h®e?ime» i t ahewa the extraordinary 

tifcmistion whieh p reva i l s he re . Teahniaally the Xinletry 

ef the In t e r i o r of 'Tussle, hae nothing whatever to do 

with Tburtngta and any order* af fec t ing Thuringla would 

o rd ina r i ly coste from the Ministry -jf the I n t e r i o r »f the 

l e l e tu In pract ice* however, Minister President 

l ee r ing of Prwasi® has at l e a s t two d i r e c t assoc ia tes 

w:ie saterela* power d i r e c t l y or i nd i r ec t ly over a l l of 

Sermeny. t h o u g h StaatjB«aei»et«er Opener* wh© i» the 

p r a c t i c a l 
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p M i i M heed of the r̂us-alaa Ministry *i ̂  Interior, 

ardors are originated which sir* «ffe«tlve #11 over 

Oeraeagb Siallerly 3r* r&ela la nosslnaiiy the hand of 

the State ;,ieoret PoiiiieaX "Polio®, for Prussia alonej but 

ia ?r&etloe hi a *irsa r&eahea all ower dertaaayw Thes* two 

wm are bath highly capable end it i« throat then that 

alulator *-l̂ a«id*nt i*onring who re-praeenta the physical 

force af the ?«rty, ,;mk#8 himaelf felt over the entire 

eountry. It is intere«tlng» therefore* th&t in this 

particular inst&aen in connection with the Christian 

sclenca societies the order* opening the societies in 

Xhariagie een© s-s • result of an informal aw* friendly 

eoaw«*rs«tt©n in the Tirasaian Ulaletry of the Interior 

which is theory baa no Jurisdiction. 

X an of the opinio© that although the ̂ ariafeian 

Science societies in iTiyriagls h*v« haoa allowed to re

open, this i« not an indication that there, will not be 

farther trouble, the conversations w*&«h I have had with 

hijjjb̂ r coking; officers of the 'lovernwent in v&rioue 

istlnlstrles, load ne to believe that it la the firm 

intention of the ?arty and of the dteveranent to oo» 

ordinate nil religious societies in Oernany into the 

Oersea national church huown as the *I)eutaehe Christen** 

All the taportent •vangelleal bodies have already been 

broufh* into the Deutsche Christen* the swan bodio* 

saoh as the baptists and Christian scientist* are ta 

dl&sfpear nonpletelf and to bo iaoorpercted into the 

Bemtsshe Christen. The Catholic etawefe ttnpsd to emve 

its 
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I t s pos i t ion through the eaneXualon of the eeneoraatj 

bat I hut* heard the concordat spoken of fey h l^h^vaking 

of f lcera of the anwrtsaent a© ft *tr*a«ite*y* aeajntf*, 

t h a t i« # i t in t h e i r first* in tent ion to faring the CatboXlt* 

In drmsasy in to the Danteche Christ an. This :?say eeeia 

I l k a a fant&atle i<3a&» eepaelaXXy to CethoXiea in othor 

pa r t s of the worldi ba t 1 ha<? sn opportunity recen t ly to 

dieauee I M i with a win wit® has had c lose contact with 

the Catholic ehureh in fterraaRy for yearn* end •-» i s of 

the opinion that already hal f of the Catholics in aersaaay 

are en t i re ly prepared t o separate from Home d e f i n i t e l y end 

to have t h e i r church merged in to the T-'eutaehe Chriaten. 

2 know tha t t h i s atete&ent eeasae ao Strang* as to be 

almost unbeliewablw, and while I ©annoi aacer t latest the 

e f for t s of the las-:!or* of the National '"oelal iet so? extent 

to b r ing this Catholic church in to the tent ache Christon 

wi l l b« aucce^eful, X do know tna t i t I s t h e i r f i r s 

in tent ion to eadeavsr to do so. 

Theae pmmmw in the United Sta t«a , therefore* who 

are in te rac ted in the minority ©hnreh©® encl r e l ig iona 

lne t l tn t inaf t In daraanyv wi l l I think fr?tnkly h«v« to 

fa«w the fae t t h a t i f the prei-'ont anw^rnmen* r e m i n c in 

power, t t w i l l f i n a l l y forbid a l l p ro tec tan t r e l i g i o u s 

e rganlaa t loss other than the Dentsehs Chris ten. whether 

t h e Catholic ehnrch In ^ersa&ny aan be brought i a t o t h i a 

organisat ion i s a aora e«rl©y«t quest ion; ba t itfhet* one 

consider?* wfe t̂ M i boon dona in other f i e l d s , i t i s not 

lapwaaibXa tha t t h i s alao wi l l ba brought about* 

Beretnfnre 
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Baratafopa abawaaer s r a l l g ions jjriLnclpl* elashe* wltti 

« p a l i t i e e l g the #eligri®«8 faa l ing elvaye ahowtA i t e e l f 

atrongeat In the an<S oj» at, l aae t eeul£ not toe destroyed* 

finder th& pr«««s#«t ayatam is. ^emaiiy* tha ra t s raaeon t o 

fcelieee tha t the p e l l t l e a l fana t ic !aa of winy sf tlm 

adherent;? of the National s o s l a l i s t Party Hat gon« as 

fa* | e t o maka then wi l l ing t o eaer l f len t h a i r r e l ig ious 

be l ie fa and orinelt&ea for ^ e l i t l e e t ends* The nat ional 

s o c i a l i s t Mae. of tha t o t a l s t a t * and of tha eoatplete 

coordination of e l l organisat ions sad ins t i tu t ion*, in 

any »n# l ia#* i s t s to* applied a lso to the ehnreh* The 

aonearsfttlons with leading m-sabere of fcJ» ONw^rnaent and 

of the Ferty Ini1i«i>ta^ as th.mj haa*j alraady openly at«ta& 

a r implied, tha t tha afnarati, | n a i as the w«»* and o t t e r 

i n a t i t a t i o n a , a sa i san?# p o l i t i c a l ands, fhesa lc!eaa 

aenat ha kept in mind in any eonsidarat len which ©no glees 

%o the quest ien of the s imi lar ra l ig^oas ho*$ie» in. Garsmay* 

1 a*a glad t o inform tha ra§pgrt»s»t s therefor® * tha t 

thro-^gh e n t i r e l y unoff ic ia l ©ad personal act ion of tha 

Consulate Oanaral tha Chr is t ian .^••lenea soc i e t i e s in 

Thnrlasla ha^a te®«n reopened end through t h i s act ion i t 

ta probable that the soc ie t i e s in other s t a t e s of 3 area nay 

w i l l not ha jeolaatad for nmm t ine* There l a , hovnver* 

suca a snatt^r ©f au thor i ty and «t*eh independent act i om 

i n earl©us oarte of ^ n t a n y , t h a t i s i s not un l ike ly 

tha t frost tlasa t o t i a e tha Chris t ian Seiesee soc ie t i e s 

ana nther r e l i g i o u s nrgffniaatleaa not in tha Deutsche 

Cbristaa as ye t , w i l l b* stoics ted* 
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la tr&naralttwd h«r<wifcti m ovpj *t m 

d»t«rt Saptarfbcr 8% wMefe iwy T» «f intflpeat 

In t- h is eonnnetiOTa. 

TMlOHIIVa-a ! 
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