Habana, Cuba,
April 7, 1941,

Deaxr Breck:

I should have long since answered your very interesting
note of February 28th, but I have kept putting it off until
I might have the leisure to write, but I am fearful that that
moment will not come. The situation here is developing om the
whole very satisfactorily. The major things which I was asked
to 8o when I came here have been done, and I can assure you at
infinite pains. I have never had to put myself more fully
into my work them I have had to do here for I find a good deal
undone that should have been dome long since. The developing
eircumstances in the rest of the world have helped somewhat
in the solutions so far, but I do believe we have succeeded
in getting a better attitude on the part of the Government
here. It is a very difficult task to get some of these
things done which we want dome, and which must be done in
the interests of both countries, without giving the appearance
of our meddling in intermal affairs. That is what makes the
task s0 delicate and one in which, so far, I have been able
fortunately to keep off the rocks. It has been very helpful
that I have succeeded in establishing some relatiomnships in
the right places of a very frank and intimate character.
This has made it possidbléStalk over our problems in really
a constructive fashiom. spite of the progress which we
have made there is still mmch to be done.

In matters of defense, the Cubans are prepared to co-
operate with us 100 percent. The people here are 95% now
pro-Amsrican and behind our program. The Commnists repre-
sent the only real danger here as they selze on all kinds of
issues to make troudble and are, of course, 100 percent against
us, I & not see how the Communist situation can be handled
here without the dissolution of the party, which I hope may
be brought about very soon. If we were to take some more
definite action at home, it would be very helpful in getting
the situation here clarified. I realize our reluctance in
passing legislation with regard to strikes, etc., and certainly
some form of energetic action will have to be taken. The
President has proceeded very wisely in this matter, but I can
see us reaching the point eof more decisive action, for we will
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find that twe percent of ocur workers are seriocusly delaying
our vital defense and aid measures.

I often think of you and I am glad to knew that, in some
measure at least, the burden which you carried must have been
relioved through the recent changes in the Department, I hope
that the changes are working out satutaetor:lly.

: The articles in P.M, were brought te my attention and I
have read all of them. I have never kmewn any piece of so-
called jourmalism more ecurrilous, more insxact, and more intemn-
tienally malicious and dbstructive. There seems t0 be no doudbt
that these people are either Communists or are working for com~
pletely destructive elements, The attacks on you were so vicious
that their very mature destroyed, I believe, any effect they could
have had. There was mention of me in several of the articles

and completely unfounded statements made. I think there were

feow of us who escaped. Apparently no ome teok the articles
seriously, but I wish that some one could have done somsthing
about 1%, for peoples who deo this sort of thing should not ge
unscathed.

It seems to me that the editors and owners of a paper like

this carry a very real responsibility for this sort of thing in
these times. VUnfortunately, there are a lot of people at home
in apparently fairly high places who still do not see the situa-
tion in its true perspective. There are seme of our business
people wheo still think that Gemmany could win the war and we could
€0 calmly forward and would be in no danger, The attitude of men
like Colonel Wood and Silas Strawn is inexplicable. The editorials
which are appearing en the first pege of "The Nation's Business”
over the signature of Merle Thorpe almost amount to treasen.

The United States Chamber of Commerce is destroying itself, and

I am confident that the attitude of the Chamber is enly the atti-
tude of a few people who run it. There are so¢me cuses like the
General Motors which are not giving us any cooperation in our
program to get rid of anti-American agents of American firms
abread. This is due to the fact that there are certain people

in the General Motors, such as Jim Mooney, and some of the mem
whom he brought inte the erganization over the years, who are
really betting on a German victory and who hope to be the big boys
4n our own country if there is a Nazi victory. These fellows are
for the most part Irish Catholies who are so blind in their
hatred of England that they are prepared to sell out their owm
country in order to see hghad down,

The attitude of the Vatican remsins very oqcni'noal. and this
is very important so far as Iatin America is concermed, for the
Catholic clergy, as a whole, in these countries are against us.

I have




somewhat lassened.

rd $0 you $0 say that we are stiuggling
I do hope you are in good health
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in ouwr country to do something to assure that the
-ruwmmmum:mm gots %o

to got thi
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I haven's begun €0 chat with you as I should like %o, but
the

With every good wish from Marion and myself to you beth,
Cordially end faithfully yours,

4 want
here
that

m mmww

unm 3




