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SUIIWl1' 

!MN WN .... tao'°" lfbloh OOllbiaed to ... 

Dal ..... the Ou61a of llllthodl•• 111 the ,-an betON 1830. 

t'ba - ■uooeaa ot Ille Ne\bOdlata 111 '1141 ata'8 ea be 

traeed to an exoeptloaal le ... r, 1nap1Nd native preaoben, 

&114 attlng OongNgat1ona. 

l'nlloia Aab1117 WU UIII 1 .... 1' Wbo eleoMd M ■-- b7 

Ille satan, ... 1.,1 •• .._ hale7•• -••loatlfl.e• ... .... of 

tbe Angl1oa olel'Q reWl'Dflhl to Dlgland on the eff ot the 

Re,ro1u,1on. l■bUIT tCNIMI lntlueaUal tn..._ la Jteat Count,

Who ahelteNd and. enoou....._ hill 4ur1ng two pan ot tonecl 

aeelu■loe ill •be Del&11U"8 sw.te. 111a t ... reata on hl• 

abillt7 to o._..s. .. and ... taleter the lndepeadent Olmroh 

Which evolved after the aepuatlon from lnglaad. 87 • 

111t1ua,r1oua 11f• and a hol7 example, l'Naola lab\117 develope4 

the lletho4iat Cb.uroh aot onl.71n Del...-. bUt throUgh ~ 

length of the ... oount17. 

Catohlng 1nap1Kt1on troll auOb a leader, a poup ot 

native PNaoben cleveloped. Por the .,., part the7 .... poorl7 

eduoaW, but tb•l• a1noer1t71n ■pNadSng John Veale7•• 

dootrlnea oould ao, be ..-■uoned. Deluare heal'd tbe beat ot 

tbe•• earl,- ploneen u they JI04e the olrou1ta uaianM '° them. 

Leader 11114 pNaohen found, 111 Delawue, eonpregations 

anxioua tor their ....... • People Who bad raNlJ' hellN a 



rn1D1•t•r gathered. 1ll sreat ol'Ollda at the teet ot men who 

preached an ardent and etteoUve ••&111•11••• S&lvation wu 

held out to all who 110uld follow the aimple rulea. Sooial 

olua liaea 41aappeare4 at ,1w ...... etiap, where 1n ••"1 .. , 
aoke to• Uleu treedoa Dd 1'U'llth, lletllocllau NJllcM. out 

their 01llll MlT&tioa and &14e4 •"'•" :I.a t1MSn1 \be1:n. 'fbe 

auooeaa ot ,11e lleUlotiat allure., 1llu■trat .. b1" 1\a \beua..a. 

ot ooawna UMl aome alx'7-aev .. ebapela..,. olaurohea b•1lt 1a 

Dela .... b71830, 11U tu tultillmen, ot Biallop bbUJT'• ..... 



ClllnBI I 

TD POVIJ)Jlll OP MHRODISJI D Bl'GLAlfD AID AIIIRlCA 

111'11ocllaa •• -.01'11 in .. aoftl duleneaa et eiah'8enth• 

.. DWl'J" angluul. In -- P•ll,ieal ••14 '111 clulmeaa ... 

found~- U. &ffeffllllntal .,.._ ._, -aanded la-

pllol\ o'bffienM, eftft M-. ••11 •n ••t up ln 111gb pl••••• 
Dal'kneaa ln the eeon..S.e world 11&a due ,o '1w ne• 11,ua,~on• 

enawct bJ' U. !ndua,nal •••elution. '1'be blpro••• J&ngllab 

road• te1, ._ •Nh or a,\D'dJ' 'be_... u .. 11 .u the aow

•nt ot •ter1ala to aupplJ' ~ .•ver-llurws7 aplnnln& Jenn7 

and••"•'• mule. 'fbl ne•. e1,1e1 INIIS.ns up around. the 

tao~• were•• cU.a\urbed u-. rural areu n• lett in 

deel1ne i,,- tM IN'fUI ot lnd.ua,17. 

'1'M dutmltaa •• .... ,....._.all le.el• ot ... 1e-.. 
'l'lle eo-eall" 'IIPPI• olaa••• 9IQ' haft beea u lmaMl and 

ea11 ... u _.,. ll&'ft been pl•---• nanda a. 11oconae11 .......... 
.,.. lll.lM• lcnell '1111 lOINtr •N .... , \Rn Uti117 
a1aplJ' clld not Ud.nlC ot '••• • • • '!'tie .,., ot 
u.a Ufl no,•--• effn u YOten.1 

'l'lle exlaMn .. ot ._ ...... 1111ft wu uawcl •• 118\ Plftlnlarly 

no,, ... - tile IION faYONd ..... 

Ill Nllaton \Ill clulcne•• 1IU e.u.n, ln Ille Jtflnelple 

of pl-l•••l.7 oon,Nl OYer Uae 11111141 ot Mn 1n Ill eoolea1a.a,1oa1 



••••re. A ton.e..-.4 ld.ni1..,_1- in _.. ••• ...... -. &a 

...-, a ttorlill'I' u a .... ,. &n4 •11e vut •lo.S.'7 ot M1'11Cm41 

.. re on.17 aora1 .... ,. .. .-ow ot anrthina ldda lld&l&t 

•fl"lmattJan, a1Udatn, •• aanolU, 1eu1a. BnsJ,and of tm 

eilh'ffnth .. n-., -• '° eoneenwa• on •tffl.al and 

'8.,....U ldn. '.l'IMIN ... lltlle ttal fff apen1a,1on Oaft• 

.. min& one•• •oul _. anotM• Wff14. 

t 

'Ille Wealep, John and Charl••• 'b"'1111' lleU.OU811 into 

tbla oontuaed., ••11.al, b\l' oom,1uen,, Nlqlou ... 1,. 

At OxtON in 1719 the Bol~ Clul, 11U tetmclN.. At r1 .. , tide 

wu almpl7 a poup ora&niaed tO'I' "'- a"1q and devel.,_n, ot 

a hS.IMr Nlilioua lite. Iu ..._._ WN ae&Nld.ns "tor the 

rs.p, •ane.,ot a,a1n1n1 hollne•••" Widell t11e7 found b7 

"nplutt7 of wonldp, •111•• in 1t\lq and ,..,.., an4 per

elawn• ln l'tl)I\ liYlnS bet ... lhil wor14. •• ot •flaal s.m
,onan ...... ._ lood wol'ka M Wld.eh ._ ......_ deYOtied. 

, .... elft1--llelp te• the ,00.- and nMd.7, All•. on lfS.4oW and 

the ta-.•1•••• and nett■ •• Utoa• in ,riaen, l&n1' or nom 
••N '1nde• .. nten• ot dea'11. People a'ltlet.Nd '11a Bo17 

Club,._ .... '1le lnMntlon et '111N ••• ... tlle ■alft\lon 

ot ,11e _..._ t ..,. 80llla. 8ft4\all11' "'9 --•·ta •banpd 

fttOJll ,eNonal ple~7 an4 o1'111D'l•111• IMl'k u a meana ot Nliliou• 

,eaoe, ,o Nlllloaa expe1'1en .. ldlleb NH11ed 1n pta,~ and 

SoodWOl'ka. 
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'flle work et the Ve■leya in,. BnaJ.1•11 prl1ona wu 

proba'blJ' reaponalbla tor~ Hoond ,_.. ot tbl aove•n,. 

Lu• ... 1n1, onmlnal ottenM• were 1ndeaorlbal»l1' NftN, and 

tM .1&11• •re tilled •ltb 11Uune4 OPialnal1, tlnl ottenden. 

and deb,on. WIien JUllta 0sl•"'-Ol'P •nt •~ t• CleOl'li& to 

touml a ool~ tor the eornotS.on ot aOIII of---•• •o•1al ancl 

eeonoalo &IN .. a, '1le W••le79, ld.Ul a 1dl1N •--•of-. Bol7 

Clvl>, Ben-.n Inpaa, to11 ... d Ida 1n 1735. Po• tlll nex, 

t;1utee,...... Jobn We■l•J' ••"" aa a ■on of ••oN...,- to 

OgleUlorp, Ule 1ovenor. and -...,..4 on ,11a •PlJtlwal auper-

Ylalon ot ~ eolon7 anti a 111n1a,r, lo UMt tnc11&na. In-. .. 
1u, aau IMI ... ao1t unaueoeaatul 'beea••• ot Id• illpftotleal 

plan• and \he 1ffldip-lomat;1o •la14l'7 ot bl■ •thN.a. 

Atwr -. •• dePN■•1ns ,..,.. ot tallllft letan •••1•1' 

Wl'Ote aovt~ ot Id.a experlenff ln Ald.e~p• s, ... , on 

llaJ' •'-• 1738, ••n at a MeftYian ... ,1n1 bl■ llll&n WU 

■tl'&nP17 wUIIN. '!'M \1111"4 ••• ot '1le ao .... nt bad IMtpn. 

How uae wodc ,......_. ln Snaltn4 wt'91 a nn u111Nnoe, an4 

■001e,1e1 patleftle4 after._ lelr Cl•b IMIS&D a, Mool'fle14a 

and Brutol. •••1•1 loolcecl upon tllea u eoeltlle• lo,al to 

thl Oblll'Oll ot Snal&nd, ,et tNe ,o toawr a riehe• Nlla1ou• 

lite. S1101l poufe wllld.n tbe BaUltll••· ClwNll ... no, new, 

and the elm11oh a11 ... c1 ,11e 111,1aoc11a,1 a1 ... , eoapleM tfte4oa. 

Vesley ... lo,al ,. ,. Anslloan OIIIINII tu""••nallJ'. He 

tonallJ' paicl boner to 1ta ottlalal■, 'but he Ud no, eoneu1, 

'tM1I tn 111,,wn eonoeJ'D1na-. 111'11.otia, aooietl••• 



'Iba eooietiea WN made up ot ,...._. tarmen and 

wol'ken 1n , ..... and 1n411••1T, a1-. "1'11 a uall poup et 

tbe eduoa'41d and •althJ'. At tin\ the aooietiea •t 1n 

kitohena and bama. Vben lloenaecl IIH1'1ng plaMa wre denied 

the•• erowd1· ptherecl in '1w olmrob ,ard.a or 1n thl open 

tleldll. A• the nUllben pew, Wesley pw lnatruet1ona tor 

plain obapela wh1oh •re ■oat auawre and 441aiped tor 

u\111'7 alone. When tlle Hn1"• ot the ClmNb ot Bnaland 

were open ,o tbea and ita aaonaenta available, lt wu under• 

1too4 .. , ,11e people would attend the at&M ohuNh. *tho• 

d1•t• met 1n aooletiea onl7 u 1tri0Mr ..._" of the Cburoh 

ot Bnaland. 

In 1743 John W••l•7 publlahed Rul•• ot ,. Sooietz ot 

the People Gal.led NIUlod.la'8. .,.... wl•• INtN divided 1n•o 

two ,a.rh. '1'M tint poup wu tor tM ave1d1na ot ••11-
rulea agaS.nat 'blupheaJ'. ••• ot llquon, ••al,lna, ua1D7, 

pa1111nc. and soaaip. Leall• PNCleriok CtNNh GOIIIIIU\Mdl 

the t1n, aeo,1on of the rule•_,. •11 ■M• '° 
oenlain a ... ot PNblltlU-., •-- u -• •• 
1n nanowlnc 1-be lift• ot \hoae who irled h lceep 
tlaell. Jn ,oial ot tu, 1111a •u net -. ...... 
to• the 11llple Nuon--.,-. new •x,erten .. 
1t...ia, •1a

3
1, Dell int.en•• ancl pwe a new ..... 

1nc io lite. 

'1'tMI Hooncl pan ot tl'Mt :rule• wu peal\lft• tor \he•--•• 
"" expeoted io do Sood u •11 u Ntnln troll 4olnc ertl. 

The•• rule• atnaaed U. evanp11sa,1on ot -1,and. and ,hi 

3 'lh1I &arlz !!U>.ofl•' Peo;ele, 117. 
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worl4, all t1P•• ot 1ooial eel'Vloe, .._oa,1on, ~ Sohoola, 

11114 tll• taet that physleal _. aol'&l eounp ftN •Xl'>••te4 ot 

Me'1-lodieta. 

Over a abort period. ot Ume a srou, ot aooleU•• ... 

united. 1n a new rel1C1ou• experience 1n wbioh auboouc1oua 

tears beoUl8 apparentJ despair beouae aaa\lNlloe through a nn 

oonoept ot aplrlwal valueaJ and tbeN ... a Nalls&Uan that 

tree paoe wu Ulliftraal ainoe all......_•" ooa•l'Mcl 

oYer tbe 1JeJapon1 ad aplr1'11al .. 11-Minl of '11elr Mis)lltOra. 

flle Nault ot ••ob 1"t11eta ... 1-he .. nloJ■111t of a 1plrlwal 

oonaol•• and a Nvitallailta of penonal Nliaioa la ..... 

~ moral du'lme••• 

'ftw •••l•J' aoo1et1•• were not 111\hout ont1ea •. Poa•• 
VMklz Jo,arnaJ. and other papera rldlouled the ..._re u 
people 1lho aYo14e4 u IIUOh u poaalbl• eftr,1mlng that mlaht 
produoe a pleasant aenaatlon or a 1001&1 d1vera1on. 'file p1et7 

ot the Netbodiat ptOUpa waa eepeo1all7 ocU.we lfhen it waa 

coupled •1th 111aa1onar., uai. and the exhorta\iona ot the 

leaden were d.eaor1'be4 u bo1aMroua and ahoold.ng. Jleoau•• 

maftJ' ot V.alr,•• 1Q" belpen .... hGII '1'ae lldata and. fU'llla, 

the lewUna 1SODI ot '1le IIOOleU.. 1IU tdpl,. ott ... tn '° a 

aoolal poup Ol'Pl&i•ecl • Vie pl'11Ud.ple ot •llPIJli.Ol'1'7. 

Jolm lfeale7 IIU ...... W .... Wllb 11ft allllll• ld.'11 -. 

Paplata. the el•raY ol,Jeoted to the llethodla, ol1Su ot 

extraol'd11tal7 oOIIIUll1o&Uon all1I '° Ille IIOft tbaa ~ 
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aaaurancea ot divine preeenoe which appe&Nd 1n the dootrlnea 

ot conffraion and ot the wl tne•• of the Sp11'1 t. V.aley•a 

oontemporar1e1 wre ehookecl With talk ot the Sp1r1, dwelling 

1n the 'believe~. 'ftle elloloe of tlle NethOcU.at WQ' •aa 

attributed to laolc ot JIIOMJ', 1VP00J11■7, •U.-Nt1t1on, entma•1• 

Aotuall7 neither •oo1•'7 DOI' govemment had nmoh to 

tear trom enthue1aart1o outbnau which would ~awn the 

peace ot the oounUT. 'fhe Wesley pioupe "" regulawd b7 

1ibe Bible, NUon, and a aptea ot aupen1alon ftft11' equalled 

1n Chrlatlan hiaw17. '1'he idn1atr., wu u ol•••ll' regulated 

u the la1t7. Vllpber,- Lee eoa•n'"- tu, wblle a IDllll algbt 

be oalle4 b7 Clod to pftaoll, he did h1a "°* under the met1CN• 

loua aupen111on ot John lfulq.• Sue aui,erv1a1on, llolNver, 

d.14 not attne tile exprea•lon of '1\e ...,. ......... MU'd 

1n band and olua 111Ntlnp and read 1ft aplrll\lal auto

biocr&Phie• abcl tl'lleu. 87 the time ot VMt Lffda Conterenoe, 

1769, the aoo1•'1•• nunibered aore than 30.000 memben with one 

hundNd preaohera. 

!'he Le ... Oonterenee ... taOIMI 111\11 a UT tor help fl'Om 

atruaJ.ing A•rloan lletdloti1u. and the tOUPUI J>hU• ot '

•l'k bepn w11i.b the departure ot two m1aa1oaar1••• In the 

... 'lork OOlOJQ" ...... WN .. ,,1 ...... of IJtlell ~ta 

,. Vlipher,r Lee, Bl fil"GN ...,,,.. or Ml lie~•' lnthualua, • • 
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•ho bad beard. Jobn •••l•J' in INl..., on Id.a nwneroua nalta 

11h1cb had begun 1n 17'JT. Phlllp .lmbu17, Barbara Beek, and 

othen ha4 made effort■ to fOftl • aoo1•'71n ■n Yol1c and 

they bad. had the uas.a....- ot C&p'-Sn l'honlaa Weblt. BJ' 1168 

a ••'1118 bouae had been oonatru•••• and ainoe Webb bad gone 

to OU'l7 Ule goapel lnto ... Jerae7, Pellna~lftlll&, ad 

Delaware, an appeal tor preaollera 11&1 ••• ,o •••1•~• In a 

le\Hr d&Md April u, 1768, "· "·' at'9r Pnlain& tba "°* 
ot Vhiletleld, Bllbur,, and Velt'b ffOMt 

Ve wuat aa able and expenaoecl preaeberJ one who 
hu- both gltta and graoe neo•••arr tor '1'le work. 
••• U poaal'bl• we aua\ haft a maa et w1a4oa, ot 
aoun4 faith, and. a soo4 diao1pl1narlan1 one 
WhoH bean ... awl ... in \be ....... I ctoubt 
not but by the goodne•• ot Oo4 auoh a flame will 
•oan N kill41•4 u would ..... ·- 1111111 1, 
reaohed the gNat South a.a •••• Dear Slr, I 
entreat 70\I, tor- '1'le good ot thoua_.., to UM 
,our utaoat endeavors to send one oTer. • •• With 
reapeet '° IIIODe7 tor .. p&Jlltm' ot tbe preaober•• 
puaage over,•• would. aell our ooata an4 ahirta 
to Pl'OOUN 1• tor tbea. I aoat ---■'17 Ml• 
1ntezteat in 70Ur pra,9ra, and truat you, and many 
of OU- 'bNtuea,6wU1 no fo,set tlUI obuNll la 
th1a w114eme••• 

'ftl1a letter wu not John Veale,-•• tint new ot the 

situation 1n Aaerioa. Be had reoe1Yed word trom George 

Vh1tet1eld ot the rel1g1oua 4eat1tut1on that ex1a'ted 1n the 

Bn&l1•h oolonS.ea 11114 ot the IIJIJ)aftll .. opportuns.t1•• tor wol'k 

5 'lhomu 'f&7lor, a lead.er aaons the llethodiata of Rew 
Yow and ..-.rot -- V••l•1' CIIUel, bad aft'lved theft troll 
PlJlllOUth, lngland 1n Ootober, 1767. 

6 lathan Ban&a, l B1a\0!7 ot the Nethocliat lpiaoOJ!al 
Churoh, I, 57--58. 
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there. Late 1n 1768 Vesley entertained Br. o. •• Vrangel, 

one ot the nng ot Sweden•• chaplaina who had. wodced among 

the SWed1ah Lutheraaa on the DelalfaN. 'fbe purpose ot 

Vrangel'• v1a1t ... to urp V••l•J' to .... PN&ohel'II to help 

the Aaer1oan oolont.ata. .John lfeale7 vu ROIi 1Mlt11Mn wo 

tire■• On one hand wre le\tera, NpOna6 and h1a om con• 

cem and fffling that aoaeth!ng IIWII be 4cnl to• th.• 

Americana. On the o"'9r halMI ._re •N U. -.rn1np ot lib 

Anglican triellda, le4 bJ' h1a brothllr Charlea, that under no 

circuutanoe• ahould he ordain Metho41at preaohen to act aa 

tull•tledpd olera. S1n.ce vealey had alreaq •uae•ted to 

certain Anglloan 'b1ahopa, without aucoeaa, tbat they provide 

ordination, he wu now taoed with ••ttina as1de preaobera u 

mlniaters or •1th waiting ,o ••• how the wol'k 1n America 

would develop. The Bnall•h preaa had alreadJ' r141ouled the 

proJeot 'b7 announolng the toRboond.ng promotion of the 

Reverend lolm •••1•1' u Biahop ot Penna7lvan1& and ot the 

Reverend Charle• Weale7 aa Bishop ot JloYa Sootla. 

It •aa with these matters on h1a m1nd that John Wesley 

aroae at the Leed.a Conference, August 1769, to ea.ya 

Ve have a preaaing call from our brethren ot Kn 
Yol'k (who have bull, a preaohin& houae) to

1
oome 

over and help them. Who 1• 1111Itng 'bo got 

'file oonterenoe oona1clered th••• taata t the work at home wu 

expand1ng rapidl7 •1th a great clemand tor preachera, America 

T Abel St.vem,_ HiatoE'f ot t1w Methodiat llpi■ooe! 
Church 1n the vniW atOii, ·., 116. 
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waa an untl'le4 tleld three ~llantl 1111•• a11a7, an4 the 

llethodiet aoo1et1ea had a debt ot ♦15,000.00. In the tao• of 

the•• tac\a Jliobarcl BO&Nl1lan and .Toaeph Pllaoor YOlUD:teeNt 

to So .... '1'be .oo1.,7 ooll••W MT .. .,. pounde ·••ltaa ot 

which tltt7 IIU '° help pq tor a obape11D •• Yol'lc and the 

re-1114er tor the expenaea of "'8 111aalonar1ea. Atter tb.ia 

bepmllng Hftnl otheN WWNd the eall--AabUry and Wright 

1n 1111, ltanlc1n aa4 SWtord in 1711, and J)empaMr an.4 Rodda 

1n 111•. 



OIIAPIII II 

WIILU'I Alllll!IAII IIUIIOJWIDI 

I. OIIOllOI WlllnfDLD AD n& CIRU.'1' AVAIIIIDO D BLAWAU 

AMl'loa ot the late 1130'• wu UDMrgo1ng an evangell• 

cal revolution lddoh 11U part ot the &naliah eoolea1ut1oal 

cmanp. 'fhe Great l1Ndcen1ng, 1 .. 1q Jonathan Uwarda 1n •n 

Bngland IIIOII& the Conpeaat1onal1ata, w extendecl into '1w 

middle and aoulhern oolonlea 'b7 Cleorp llb1tet1el4, a mellNr 

ot the BolJ Club. It 11&11 thl'oulh Wb1tet1•ld•a ettorta that 

Weale7•• Nllgloua work vu 'bl'O\lsht ,o Dela11&N. 

Cleo ... lftdletleld WU a._...,... Uld M11Plex penoa• 

al.1'1'. Oldld of an innlceepe• ..a IIIMda1 •effalll• be be .... a 

• ..._, a, OxtOl'd UMI ldllle tlleN IIU 4rl•• to find o-,.a• 

aauon b,- a ■tl'OII& tnlilla et llltel'l.s.,,.. llllen D. JlelMa, 

1n Illa •olae leo£1! Wbl!ffleld••IM Alfalcwr, auggeated that 

the natural reao,j.on wu to .. velop a•••• ot deat1n7.l So 

1t •aa that at tlleaty-one. Vh1tet1eld IIU hurl1ng dopa •1th an 

audaolt,' that 11terall7 took London•• ltreatb. &IIQ'. lie oaoil• 

lated NWffll Uae deptha ot pen1MIIM and Vie beighla ot 

ta.1th. Vhile oalllng ldmaelt wom, Ylle oreatUN, and utterl7 

\IDIIOrtlQ'1 Georp lfhltetield ooul4 .,111 go out to leorsia to 

undertake the wol'k 11hioh had pronn too Jll'UClb tor the Vealep. 



., • V. Borehaa, an AuaU'&liaa ••11&71•', ocmteaW • 

a.up Vb1'9t1eld 11U Illa tin\ .. wbo _..._. 
Great Bl'S.taln and .Allerloa ult the7 belonged to 
Ida. Be ...... hal tdle one to '1141 ot.her u 
tb.oUsh the71Ml'e •.pair ot Nral Yillapa an4 he 
wu ibe ldalater 1n ·ebar&e ot the J)&l'lah. Georp 
Whitefield kdc a ooupl• ot ooaUnenu under h1a 
••~•-- lling PNYN tQaeloua enCNgll tor 
1lM • . 

la a• 1lbea OM \ranle4 l1ll4ff Ule area••• ot 

41tt1.oulU.a, Vbl1Nttlel4 UHNd U.,oMan '1d.neell U.a. 

11 

In all, 731 dap ~ Id.a llt• wre epent at..., 1n an era when 

lngl.UMI wu fNta\lentl~ at 11&1' with huoe or Spain, and the 

Atlantie ........ b7 piYaMel'II and plftq. Ia 1138 

Wb1tet1el4 .... to Allftltloa to .. ieo, a al\e tu tile Ol"PMIIIIP 

Whloh wu bla prtaolpal in..._a, at11 Ida d.eatb.. 111a tint 

evangellaU.e klln ot itle lllaa,10 ..-, WN .... ill 1139 

and 1741 1a -.. llf.ut. ot \be ana• 1.-..s.na. t'lle twr eub• 

••cauent klln la 11-., 1-,,-. 11611. Ud 1170 4t.d ao, ... , with 

aa srea, approval or reapoue. 

Georp Whitetleld•• reoeptlon 1n America ditterri, 

4ependlng on llbether 1t ... tenderecl b7 the laity or the 

ol•l'l1• 111• c,oa;Ja,c ... oertaSDlJ' not unheralded. Pl'OII 

June 15, 1139, on, the Boaton pwtte had oopled atone• from 

·1ta London exehanp of the orotlda tllat tlooked. '° bear tbia 

J'0\8IS deaoon ot tb4' Church ot ata:111114. 87 the t1me be landecl 
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Durlng the tlret tour Wbltet1eld ... 111Yi'8d to preach 

in the Anglioan ohurohea, and he apdce from the pulpit ot 

st. Peter•• 1n Lew• a.cl lalaauel 1n •n CUtle. ••laon v. 
Righ_..r expla1Da that the antaaom•• that later developed 

11U oauaed b7 the taot that U. AnglS.oan oonpeptlona •~ 

lupl7 \IDPftpaNtl tor Wbitetleld •• ....... llbloh w.a buetl 

3 ,._,1!91111!:!!'!!• lloYemlMtr 8, 1139. 

Ja bPPR:l!l!H 9M!1s!if, .. _... 6, 1739. 
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Ille tollow1Dg JIODUI -. • .. .. , Nporie4 ... ,.. on 1M 

a1tuat1oa la Lewea1 

It 1a aurpriaing to obael'ft hOlf the Wlpr ever,
WMN ue 1ae1SU4 M •llm•lua• w.. llhltetleld 
had a vut crowd ot bearers at Lewes 1n llq lut, 
llbeN he PNaehe4 • or 5 Uaea fNII a 'balOOIW--I 
Nle1ft ao.tS.Ma to not leH than 14 or lir.t ot 
all ...... l'heJ' --.tnwtl, '° •• , Uf a N OU 
8001•'7• SOllllt ot the Otmroh people (a rn. tor 
tuy _.. up not ·altOft 30 ot all aona), .jolMd 
tlwa.i ltut. ■tlll tbe7 ow to ClmNll on S\Vlda111 
and IIOUda1a. _. ulllg ... 111th .,..l'&tiea• X · 
prn&U•d W1'1l thoae ... , u ... '° NMlft the saora-... , _.. '° 1tftalc Oh\lNh ecanmlion, ao tM7 N•lYN 
on luter Bvndq. Bu\ thla hulllor ot t:heins ..... 
111at all othe• Yioleat iddap, no, to Not long 
oant1nuanee, tor th87 are droppina tl'OII one another, 
bo"1 ....... elHllbeN, tln'Ot Ulla hoYlaM, u % 
u _intcmaed. Clo4 onl.7 know llbat _,. lie -. laaue 
ot theN tb1np a, lut. We oan. onl7 truat 111 God 
and do OUJ' dutJ' .!i 

In a letter daW Apocav1ll"'7• April 16, 11•1, llr. 1obll Pup 

wrote ot u. ettena o~-Vld.'Mtield•• 1iour ca Id.a J)U'lall1 

8 l.1Sh-.,.r, 113-114. 
9 Pen,, op1 oit., 83. 
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In IQ' lu,, tat.cl 1n lneaer, lTIJO, I eoaplalne4 
ot ~ Nd etteota Mr. Vh1tet1eld'• raUe.rr aaalnat 
the Olero ot the Clmroh ot Dl&land hd upon the 
people bereJ that lt bad made them retrain ••11'7 
woh, not onl7 tl'Oll o-.ion 1Nt tl'OII eoans.111 to 
CbuNh. I II01f bave tM aat1etaet1on to tntoa the 
Yenenl,le Soe18'J', lllat u the7 haft grown eooler, 
,q OongN&&tiOllll AN ftl7 •oh 1n_....e4, U la the 
rma'ber ot ocmnmleanta. I cton•t bow that I baft 
lost ... , wt -- haft bee latelJ ..... , lfbeNU 
I ... ati-ald % ahou14 haft loat ...._. I ... , owa , 
it aade a •trona lapre1alon en • to ••• thoae 
people ronaic. • ■o on a••--• ltho 1'11111tue, 
beton1 I thoup.t oou14 budly be ttra.. &WQ' tl'01I 
• 1 IN~ -lie unlueld.17 oame tm tint \1Jne When I b&4 
lam to• aome tlllle and ... danoroual7111 and ln• 
e&pQl• of 4o1na 1111 d\1'1', and Iha ••eoaf1 ~ Whea 
I vu ftJ:7 weak and l01t ln Spirlt, so they •re 
the aoN euU7 ttra.. ulde, ba'fin& no'boflr to 
1natruo4' Ul4 a4Y1a• thea, an4 1:Mil' •bJDe•• towards 
the mma llllde ~ deeper illpreaalen ,apea • tbl'O* 
.,, •alcne••···· 
It 1• lllcel7 tha' onee George Wb1t;etie14 had left a 

ooll'IBUD1t,-, ttMt oOIIIIROll tolk who hd no_.d to lwar him were 

graduall7 tb'aWI\ baok ,o "'8 olmroh ,_, ooull pron.de the 

aae111M11ta tor thea. Vbltett•ltl cl1d not toun4 eooletS..a. 

Onoe b1a dollillant P1Naaall'7 w wlthdraWD.• ll WU ttttS.oult 

tor the untutoNt ■ettlen to o&ff"I • Ute ftllgloua lite of 
• 

which he apolce ao glowing17. 911• altuatlon helpa to espla1n 

the •1!7 tor preaohen that WM 1;o Vnl•~ from tme oolold.ea 

touobed.,. the Vhitetleld tour. 

Aa a m1a1ater ot the Goapel Georp Vbitet1el4 wu above 

and 1Mt7()1ld denoaa1nat1onal1••• lie wu an ordaSM« Anglican 

pri••t •ho lived u a lle~•t an4..,.. a oo-tO\IDCler ot 

10 11)14., 114. 



16 

Method.lam. Yet 1111 wu a willing preaoher uaoag all tile 

d1aaen'9n and non-oontorm1a, ltocU.••• He aetua11,. toun4e4 

some Presbyterian churches and 11•• buried 1n one. lfhile 

preaching 1n America 1n 1739 Vh1tet1el4 met William an4 

Ollbert 'l'ennent who•• tather built the Log College to train 

hla aona tor the Preabyter1an nd.n.11try. 'fhe brothera, muoh 

1mpreaaed by George 1fh1tet1eld'• preaching, began to lead a 

revival aaona the Presbyterians. In tille thia led to a achlam 

1n the otmroh which wu not healed until 1758. In hie Journal 

Wb1tet1eld OOIJllleJltedt 

••• About ten, we came to Cbriatian Bridge •pin, 
where• ·bad lett aoM ot our h'lenda 1u, ld.gb,. 
Here w took a little retreemnent, and. b7 twelve 
reacabetl Vh111eolq Cl'ffk., tu plaoe appo1n'84 tor 
my preaching. the •ather wu raiaJ', but upward• 
of tea ~uad people WN uaelllltled to hear the 
Vorel. It aurpriaed me to aee auoh a mimber ot 
bonu 1 ._ .. were aeftnl h\llltlrella ot '11ea. I 
preached trom. a tent, ereotied tor me b7 order ot 
llr. lfUllD ftnnellt, GOH wt111c-llCNH 1q near 
the plaoe. I continued in rq tint 41aoourae an 
.hour UtiCI a llalt, after Blob 118 wnt into a loS• 
house near bJ, took a monel ot bread and wumed. 
ounelv••• I pnaobed a Moand. U... troll'-
..,... plaoe. ••• Here I ba4 the pleuure ot meeting 
111'11 one ... Gllle■pte, ...... ta1thtu1 ld.niater 
ot Jeaua Cbri•'• Be, u nll u Mr. 'ferment,.wu 
Yel'J' ■01101,ou tor.,. ao111c -, Id.a heue, INl 

11 beina previoual7 qpgect, I rode th.Ne 11111•• on. 

!'he Nr. 0111eap1e reteJTed to 1n the Journal appurentl7 

thought better ot the enthu■iu• into llhioh he bad entered. 

An item 1n the Pe1111117lYUd.a auettell noted that he had re

canted before the S7n04. By 171'4 C11lle■p1e IIU the author 

11 
Journal ot a.ore Vh1'8t1e14, 360-361. 

12 Narob 9, 1743-4. 



ot a paap111et, lfetlla 1P9P IE, 919re DlthAti,& lEa•MI 
IUJI a M !!94!£ PelHfAffl• pnaw .,,. aen.,_tn hllalclSa •. 
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Vhltefleld'a woJlk 1n Delaware la nool'd4hl 1n h1a 

Jou£Ml In aillple bu\ detailed tublon. 'l'be .,.., evanpliat 

lAD&led at Lew• on Oo'°11er 30, 1739. VlUl wo trieDl!la be 

let\"'- ald,p Wbloh bad bl'Ollpt Ida hom Londoa 1lllell 1, 

•'°PPM ott cape Healopea '° plek up a pUot. Wbile NaUns 

a, \be Sna before•---- '1MI on•laml ~7 to ftdl■del• 

phla, 11hltet1el4 ... appwoaobed bJ' aOlle '°111111,eople •1th an 

lnvltatloll to pN&Ob '° u.a. Ilia N,u\&Uoa hlMl pNCNNle4 

Ida, and to• wo IINka 1ilW naldelna ot Lnea bU ...S.'" 
Ule pNUMr llbo ... lbe .... ot London. !be toll•Sna • 

Cl80l'P Whlwt:leld did pnaoh to an aucU.enoe that lnOludANI 

auoh pen---• u Urie KS.p. Sbtlrs.tt Ud. Ute 0011•••• ot ~ 

Pon. la. t.t •....sna llhltetul.d and Ida - rode out 

troll Lelle• CID 11o .... MOUNcl to. thlm.b:, their new-tound 

tnenda. 'fb8 aoooun, oon,s.nuea wl th the .S.de to Dover through 

toreata llhioh WN u eull.7 ....... u 1176a hlk. '1'he llttle 

band. proOMded, pNaotdng and leanna books u tbe7 •nt. . w'~J 
Larger orottda llalted ., VUllllnpon an4 ... cuu.. '' WhS.'41•\~ 

\ 

oJ.ay Cl'Mk Mftl'al thouaan1I people at004 1n the rain w hear \\ 

the Vol'd troll the ltpa ot Vhltetlelcl. the people of 1:he l 

DelawaN oolor17 wn pneroua ln thelr oontrllNtlona tor the 

Georgia orphanap, and ,11at dellahtecl George Vh11etlelct•a 

I 

heart. the olergy lnv1Md h1a ink U.lr home•• and 1w Nad. 

pra,era and preactbe4 to• Hftftll CbuNII of -land ndaal811111'S.••• 
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'!'he eftlua,1on or his 110rlc and 1u etteeu WO\lld oome later. 

By hie Olftl reolcoldq u. GNat lwakeaer PN&ohet a1xt7◄l&ht 

tillle1 Sn the tony da7a after hla landlltg at Lewes. 

Vh1tet1eld, age th1rt7-two and 1n hie tenth 79ar ot 

m1n1atry, •4• a awing throllgh the alddl• ooloniea clur1ng 

Ma tilth Allerioan tour. 'lh1a waa a touJ- ot paoit1cat1on, 

and them •J)Ok• apsu, tll9 exo••••• ._, bad deYeloped 1D 

earlier ,1mea. 111• Cmtla\1an ooul'tea7united hi• llearen, 

and churohea that had been oloaed alnce the tlrat tour ••re 

opened to hill, B7 17'70, ~• ,eu ot Id.a 4ea1dl, bl■ dltt•r• 

•••• with John Veale,. hacl been pn aalde, and on hi• wq 

north, lfhitetleld puaecl thl'oup Pld.l ... lpllia. , .... Lff 

Wl'O'MI 

calling on 0\11' preaollen Who WN in '1\e 01,7. 
he expreeeed to them h1a great aat1ataot1on at 
ftlul.1ng tMll 1n thia eount17, wbere ~•re was 
auoh a pea, call tor taithtul l&bourere 1n the 
Ys.n,ud.8 ot their LoN.13 

Apparentl7 atter Wh1tet1el4'• m1n1atr, there wu no 

other Methoc11&1t preaoher 1n Delaware until Captain 'l'hOIIU 

Webb began preaohlng under the treea at Bilhth and X1ng 

Street■ 111 Vllldngton a1,ou, 17'6. 1fel)lt, one of Wffl•~•• own 

oorweru, 1n Ida &1'1117 unitonn "1th aWOl'd. wu a tipre '-' 

13 Jeaae Lee, A Short lliaton ot tM Nethod.iata, 36. 
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attracted 11atenera. In the home■ ot Iaaao Tuaaey, Ro1'ert 

1'\lrneaa, J. Stedball, and Iaaao Herae,-, Captain Webb 'brought 

the Jllethodiat •••ace to Hn Cutle Count7. Att.r preaobing 

heN and. 1n Penna7l Vania and ••• J•ra•J', Vel,b returned to 

Burope 1n 177,. Weal•J' vote 1n h1a Joumalt 

X adm1N the •1•4oa ot God 1D niaing up pNaobera 
aooording to the various ta.ates ot Mn. Th• 
C&ptaln 1• all lite an4 tlN, therefore, althouah 
he Sa not cleep or regular, iet 1111.117 who wou14 not 
bear a better preacher, tlook toptlwr to hear 
him, and 1llaft1' are eonverted under hia preaohiNtJ 
aome 3',lat1t1e4, and a tn built up 1n love.14 -

the Captain and hi• wit• returned to Aller1ea 1n the 

aprlna of 1113 with 111aa1onari•• Jlank1n and Shadtord. Vebl» 

oont1nue4 to preaoh trom ••• Yoa to Baltlmoft until h1• 

departure tor Snglan4 on the eve ot the llevolut1on. 3ohn 

Adame while attendina the P1rat Cont1nental Congreaa heard 

Webb PN&oh and atatedt 

Xn the •v•nina I wnt to the lllthodiat ••tin& and. 
beard. llr. Webb, the old 101a.er, Who tint oame to 
America 1n the obarao'8r ot a ~NUter. under 
General Braddock. Re 1a one ot the 110at tluent, 
•lOflUent •n I ever MardJ hi reacbea the lmapna
t1on, and touohea ibe paeaiona ftJ!J .. 11, and ex
pre•••• himaelt with areat proprieq,.15 

l'rom the aoe1•t1•• which W~bb bad orsam,a•4• the re.tueat tor 

preaohera 1'el'lt ou\ to Ve•lq ancl the Leetla Conterenoe. 

Durlna the missionary period (1769•1111'), Vealey•■ 

41ao1plea .... 1nto the Delaware colony to wol'k throUgb the 

1" lolm Lednwa, A !J1atoq ot tbe Na• ot Netho41am 1n 
1-r1oa, 59. 

15 60 %bid.. • 
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ChUroh ot Bngland. '!'he · church wu not' eatabl1ahe4 1n 

Delaware aacl la'bore4 under great d1.tt1cult1••~ 'l'heN waa no 

bishop 1n Amerioa, and lll9ll wanting to enter· iu min1at17 bacl · 

to go to atglan4 tor atudJ' and ordination. 'l'h1a wu an ·ex• 

pensive tinanolal undertaktng. !he INllber of ol•J'01181l vu, 

theretore • ve17 all&ll. Beoa.ua• there wu no adeC(\J&te olerioal 

euperv1a1on, laxn.eaa ba4 developed to the point where veatriea 

bad ae1n4110■t ot the eoolea1Ut1oal power in aome p&riahea. 

In Delaware the DllJIIM:r·ot All&l10Ul OOIIIUD1oanta ... 8Jlllll,16 

but the people•" aoa,-.rec1 over a\lch a 11148 aru 4'bat the 

olers:,•1 probl ... 1141ft turtber oompl1oate4. Along the riven 

and 1n the tonau ot lower lelallfaN eapeo1&117, there lived 

people •bo bad not beard. a ••l'IIOD or NM1M4 ti. aaoruent• 

tor ,-an. 

J'l'Olll the 1tea1nn1aa Nlat1ona be"'8en thtt AD&lloan 

olero ot ».law.re and. V..1•7'• lld.aaloaarl•• were pneral.17 

good. '1'ld.a IIU pl'OIJabl.J' tNe beoauae the lletho41at preaehera 

W been lutwoted not to ...,1nlater the aaonaen.ta but to 

bring ._ aooiet,- IININn to the Clml'ob ot Dl&lan4 tor baptism 

and oN!allA.S.on. A• a Nault Anglioan oleJV.1111& 1,u1b aa 

Sydenbaa !home ot lliltord, Hugh Xe111 ot Stqma, and Samuel 

Magaw ot Dove• •lto111d the •n aent by •••1•7. Pranoia 

A■'b\117 1• ,lOUllal._18 tilled w:lth Nferenoea to the "kind, 

·, 

16 
la acld1t1on to the ...i1 and. aoatte"4 lleth.U.t 

groupa, oonpeptiona ot PNabJ1;er1ana, Baptiata, Quakera, 
Analioana, Lutherans, and lloman Catholioa wre tO\llld. 1n '118 
Delaware OOlOftJ". 
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aens1ble, tr1endl7 m1n1ater ot the ap1aoopal church•l7 at 

Doyer. Dr. Thomas Coke wrote ot a v1a1t pa14 b1m 1>7 the aame 

ol•l'81Jll&ll• '1'he three Anglican prleats trequentl7 presided at 

the llethocliat 1uarterl7 ••tinp where tbe7 &dll1nlatered the 

aacraanta to the mell'ben ot the aoo1et1ea. Sometime• the7 

1nv1M4 tile 1t1Unnta to preaoh troll their pulpit■• Ooou1on• 

&117 the outeome ot auoh an 1nv1tat1on ••• quite exciting, u 

the autol>10ll'&J>h1' ot '1'holtaa Ware relatea1 

lfhile on Dover olrcu1t • were 1nY1te4 to preaoh 
1n the Proteatant Bpiaoopal Churoh at Duok Creek. 
Ken I•• with an ~ llbloh. tor the 
11011111t. pve • ltOIM al&l'llJ 1Nt 1t IIU ,soon over, 
and with lt the tear and ocmtua1oa ot the 1.,. 
OOIIIN&&t1on 1n lfbo•• PNMnoe lt happeoed. 
had. sane tbrouch With & put ~ tbe IIOfflS.ng aer
Yioe, and wu at111 1n the deflk WheN % gave out 
.., tez\J w,. betON X had. tinlabet., 1ntro-
4uotor, ~. three •n oame IIU'ohing into 
the ohuroh 1n Ind1an tile, and halted Ju•t before 
,he•*• the toNac>at one amaouaoe4 blaaelt u 
a veatr,man, and. ordered• out ot the deak and 
\he obu:~,-~rf he aa14, 1w would •Cllll)el me tC> eo 
out. l'J.IICWIS 414 not ooapl7, he .. lud me 1'1' 
the eollar and dnaocl • troll the 4eak. On 
•Nina th!.•• a gtait of a man, near b7. ••1•4 
Ida 1a 11Jce NIIMI', and ralaiDg hie Imp t:tat. 
told hill it be 414 not let• SC he would. knook 
hill dolm. HeN Judge RaJJ110D4 called out and 
aa1c1., 'Don't atrilce ld.a, Jlr. SJd.llingtonJ Ul4 it 
he 4oea not let the preaobel' go! and oeu• to 
dlaturb the oonpepUon. I ldl. ooad.t h1m. • 
He, holtever, bad let So b1a hold ot me llbaa tbrut• 
ene4 bJ' llr. s., and hh t•• ocnpanlona nurea. 
So" got rid ot our seal.OWi ohurobman.18 

17 ~!!Iii: ot l'Z'Ul.01a Aa"97, 1., 305. Hereafter 
cited aa JOU • 

18 'fbcau lfare-hSketobea of the Life and Traftla of •pv+/1'991 Wan 11 81. Biiiiffir ctGI aa Lit• in1 filaftla 
o omaa are. 



Generally the att1w4• ot ~ Anglican olero wu 

tr1endly, 'becauae they appreciated the tact that the itiner

ants were oarr,ing the WoN ot God to many Delawareans who 

would otherw1•• be deprived ot it• comtort. But while 

Dr. Magaw gave the Poreat Chapel, tirat true buUcU.ng ever 

owned b1' Method1a'ba 1n Delall&N, to the 1'0UftS Dover aoo1•t1', 

eome ot h1• tel10111 ol•rs, .. n talkM ot exoomun1cat1on. 

1'rano1• Aabu17 wu not alW&78 weloome. He wrote atter a v1a1t 

to Lewe■ 1 

Bode 1;o Lewatolm••I Nda Ud.n,- llllee, and on 
-, 11&1' ealled '° Ilea•• 'I•, an Splaoopal. m1n1a-
-.. •• ~ oare to tell the people, they .. re 
not to 'be oonverted b7 thunder and lightning., 
llke en..._1u,at 1so knoll llae 11M and pla ... 
In abort, I ooula. not tell 1fhat he would. 'be atJ 
but he wu legal'° all 1.nwn,a and purpoee• •••• 19 

Vealey•a th1nk1ng on the aubJeot or adm1n1atrat1on ot 

the aaoruaenta bad been pieatl71n.tluenoed 1t7 h1• tattler, who 

wu back in the church atter a peraonal expel'lenee llb1ob lett 

hill oonvlnoed that rel1g1oua 'bodies ou'talde ita ranke were 

ot do,J'bttul value. In the m1aa1onarr period Veale7•a rep

NHntat1vea 1n Aalrloa followed hla advice. But b7 the end 

ot the Rev-olut1on onl.7 one ot the •11ht Jletho41at m1ae1onar1•• 

•u still 1n the oolon1••• 1rano1• Aa1N17 held tut to Weale7•• 

v1en on the poa1tion ot the aoo1etiea 1n Nlat1on to the Churoh 

ot Bngland during the war. In the end, howver, Aabury wu the 

one lett to build an lndependent churoh and penonal.17 to guide 

1ta developaent tor over tort7 ,-.ara. 



CBlPflR Ill 

JPRAIICIS ASBURY AD DBLAVAJllB JCftHODISlt 
IJUllDIO 'l'D UVQLU'fl0J1 

•ranoie labury came to the colonies ln 1771 with a 

heart ancl ll1nd ready tor the great task which lq betore h1m. 

On September 15, 1711, 11h1le atill aboard ahlp, he wrote ln 

hi• louglt 

l feel rq apiri,.bound to._•• World., ad.-, 
heart mlitecl •-. ,.oi,l•, tho llldmoWaJ an4 
have peal oaa• w IMlleve Ulat 1 am not 
Nllll1na NfON X ... aea,. l'lle ... troole I 
... t •1th, '11.e llffe OOllvia ... I • .._, % 81 
doSng Ule will of 1oc1.1 

Pranoia blNl'r bu M4N\ deaor11te4b7llem71oe1ua. b1a fellow 

mlniater ..a wawlllla c •• u c IMISnc in appearance 

with ru1P41 tea ......... blulah .,.. -., OOllld look tllrough 

one.1 He wu neat and plain 1n 4N•• and uae4 the ouaook 

and gown tor aerviCMI■ until J•••• Lee coaplainecl ot the cus

tom. Asbury wu a cllllpnt atudent ot the Bible and ot an 

utonlahlngly long liat ot other book:a llhioh alwaya tilled hie 

saddle bags. Re wu d111pnt ln other thinp,. too. One bu 

on1,- to oona14er the 16,1'15 aermona that he preached, and the 

270,0001111•• that he traveled 1n IN11ding the Alller1oan 

Jlethocliat Church to t1nd proof ot hla 4111genoe. Without wit• 

or ohlld to call hia own, he wu looked on u part ot the 



tam117111 the 11U1J homee honored 'by h1• presence. In apite ot 

hi■ great penonal appeal, he••--• to have a marked diatruat 

ot populuit7 and. publloit7. At Uaea &lOGmJ' aa4 peaa1alat1e 

•11.h pea, apprehenaion tor b.11 own apiritual atate. AaltUJ.'7'• 

unoonaoloua hmlor orept out. 1118 oontellpoJ'U7, lhGllaa WAN, 

deaoribed. Pranoi• Aa1>ury•• preaohlna 1n tM toll0111n& 11&11Mr1 

••• H• poa••••e4 muob. natural wit, an4 m o&pQl• 
ot th• aeTereet aat1NJ but 11'1.0• and &oocl •••• ao 
tar predo111nate4 that he never cleaoencled to&n1th1ng 
'benea'tb tbe dignit7 ot a man and a Chriat1an 1111n1•• 
ter. In prqer be excelled. Had he been •cauall7 
•lotUttD\ 1n PN&Obin&, be IIOUlcl baft exoltd. llDl• 
venal &did.ration u a pulpit orator. But, 11Mn he 
... hMrcl tu the tint tiae• trlle PoNI' and aot1oa 
with •hioh he prqe4. would natunl.17 ao raiae the 
expeetationa ot bla au41wn. Ula, tbe7 •re Ualtl• 
to 'be 41aappo1nte4 111th Ilia preaeh1ngJ tor. although • a1_,.. pre&Obe4 •1;, -~ Ilia aellllOU be aelf&Ga, 
it ever, reached that m.gn. and ooaprehenaiYe now ot 
tbouah\ aD4 UJ)Naaion--'11&, ex,ana1ve and app»op1• 
ate i1ot1on---whioh alwap oharuter1M4 hia prayera.3 

A•lml7'• vue pea'8eaa pl'01laltl7 1-,. in Ida WOik u an 

adll:lniavator. 'fbe pl'Obla ot oN&Uq tile MIi ob\utoll te.ll 

\o b.1a lot, and be wonce4 1n an \ID.lba.ne4 t1el4 with. almoat 

uaolute power. Ria po11o1ea ••" ruue417 paoUoal and 

often eo ind1YUual1a'1o tha'b lie never aa• •Je '° •111 td'1\ 

Veale7 or alQ'OM elae • Al Vl.oua)I Aalt\117 nl•4 tM MW ehuroh 

•1UI. a bud ot ll'Oa, he _. no, aa latolel'llltle autoon,. Be• 

oauae be nal.1 .. 4 b1a obla•oh .. , lcffp ,aoe Id.th•• expanding 

ooun\17, JPnaeia Aa1NJ7 va:nlM. the tron,1ei-, awue ot ita 

buubipa, u eul7 u ur, ot bia o1rouit nun 414. 
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Because the pioneer bishop vu oles• to the people, he 

was oonaciou■ ot the social prol,lema ot the time•. Aaln117 

an4 his pNaohen 41aeuaaed. the pro'bleu ot tranaporta,1on1 

Atr1oan alawr,, pm'bllng, intemperance, education, 11114 

IIIU'J'1ap and tamil7 11te • ...... probl•• •re .,,.,.., Nal to 

the people, and. 1t the llethodi■t aoo1•'7 wu to 4o 1,a pan, 
it auat help the 11ea1Mln tlnd 1oluUona to Uleae perplexing 

41ue■tione. 

In adcl1t1on to social probl ... then ••re at leut 

t1ve other• ot a clitterent nature vhiob l'ftno1e AalNJ7 ha4 

to face. Pint, then 1IU '11• pi-obl• ot eatabl1■h1ng the 

itinel'UlOJ'• Aaltu17 aooa real1H4 th&, tile people would not 

be aerved b7 a ol•IW' that •taJ'ed 1n the \OWIUI and oit1••• 

lext, there wu the need to aecUN dhelpllne uong tM 

people. llu7 11anted to •nJ07 notional exaltation w1 thout 

reatra1n1Jla peraonal exoe••••. D1aoipl1ne and orderl11111•••· 

1n abort •thodS.oalneaa :1n rel1g1oua lite•..,.. the ver, baa1a 

ot Veale7•• 14ea. Sooiet7 ama'bera mu.a\ be encouraged to 

follow the Nl•• tor da11711YUI& aet tonh 'b7 the found.er. 

!hlr4• there •u the 1ueat1on ot political allegiance. 

ll'ranoia Aabu17 lt7 b1a ver, aotiona d.eoid.ed the oourae the 

aoo1et1•• 110uld ~ dul'111& the Revolution wlwn \o aome 

people tbe •ol'da Jlethodlat and lforr nre 1JA0111110u■• '1'he 

probl• ot aaoraatn'8 an4 ordlnanoea ._. aolved by tollowlng 

.John •••le7'• •1•••• 'l'bla •ventua.117 brought about a •ob1•m 

1n the Allerioan Soo1et1ea, b\at there waa no oU.r vq exoept 
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thr<Nch eoolea1aa\1oal lndepentenee. 'lb• time tor that 11&4 

not ,et come. Laa• of all, JPrano11· Aaln117 taoed the problem 

ot epiaoopal authorit7 and oontrol. In bis tanightedne•• 

Aabu17 wu reapona1ble tor '1le taot that the Ohriatmaa Conte11-

enoe 414 no IION \ban organiM and aet up a Jl1nlat17. He knew 

that aolutiona 110\lld deftlop to ••t perplexing altuationa. it 

there •N no hart and tut nlea '° • .._. 111 Uae way. 

huoia Aa"1117 deal' 'ldth...,. ot 11M pl'Obl ... ot the 

..,. faith from the bCNllda of the hlalfare ooloay. le1N17 

oa1N to tbe area tint on 1))1'11 8, 1711. Bl■ IOUl'll&l. aoMd1 

••• and J J)l'Ooeede4 w tu houe et ... s., a 
tnelld ot U.. lletho4la'8J and then rode to lew 
CUtle, and atoppe4 at th.a boua• ot brotur ,., 
a isaftffl lcHper, w, a good..... PreaoltN -..re 
to a t•• people, but .. , •1th oppoa1t1on, aD4 
toun4 '- lletllodlata llaft .._ no oe•• good.J 
!'be oOUI'\ houae bere la abut aaasna, uaJ but it 
la ope11 tor ...... and ballaJ all4 bl'0'11ff P~ llali 
loat bla o~ b7 .... 1v1ng ua. Rowver, 118 
WN OOlltel'tecl I09e·tbe1' • 4 

·Ia tile ,,._.. tteton 'he Rno1u,1a lie wu ~,1,, 111 

Delaware \ravelillg and preaelllng fNIII ... lull• lo Le••• 
,or wo ,-an "-flJIS the 11111' be wu in hl•Sas at .Jud&ct 

!'homu lftllu••• aal tu ,s.. ... ao, .,.., 1n itieaHa. on 
DelaUN eoil Aa1N17 •• ... ttnn1• oaa, · ad -. plm tor 

the oonteND .. ·dtob lfOUld ton. eepan.te ....... la1d. 

Aa'buey apeat 1••• •• 1••• ISae la tile aute la tile early 

dQa ot the Republic. Aa the o1rou1ta wre extended. to tM 

" .labur,, Journal. 1 l, r,. 



trontier, )ala ,euly tours toek Ida hom llelaue -late the 

caro11nu. Georgia, Kentuclq and 'l'enne••••• 

17 

'1M mu 1llt.o eoultl an tlnen Illa J1U11S aooiet1•• never 

•• Incl ... ap:ln. Ille U.S.w4 l\&Ma ..... b1a oountry. 

Bsra ScpalN tipple aotee A•lNIT•• atateae11,1 

l'lle7 laave no lnlaiM■a heN. Ln \hea p IIOme 
troa ._oe the,- oue, I a-11 prq &Dini' them 
1d'11 all-, m1p,, U.t 1a· all I oaa ~.t 

t'bia llll4e hia teeling about the aigliah clear 1n the War ot 

1812. Delaware· waa h1a state, tor here wr. the homes ot the 

Wbitea, the BarNtte, an4 the Baaaette, 1n Whlch he wu alllQ'8 

welcome. !he pen1naula bee... tor h1m the garden ot llethocti••• 

the tate ot the llatbotiat aoo1et1•• 1n Deluare an4 

1n lllerioa 11U cleo14ed by the ReYolutionar, War. Beoaua• the 

aoo1et1•• •re lranohea ot the Cburoh ot Bngl.11114• llethoc.U.ata 

•re aoouaed ot t-017 •JIIP&~••. Sollll •--re oer1a1nl.y wen 

107&1 to the king. Allbroae Serl•• eapl079cl 1,7 the Br1t1ah 

A"/!'lltl u ••cretalT to Lord. Bowe., Y1a1ted .... CUtle on 

Ootober 11'• lffl• an4 VOM All Ida .10Ulllllt 

Lallde4 •' ...... '1•• ... •llatt ... , ._ '!Ola•• 
lta IIIYiNM. 1dl1Gll ... 117 , ... "'9 ... , Pleuat 
11114 '118 aoal tenSJ.e I .... X haft ,-, .... ill 
Aaen.•• '1M priaolpal JlouHa, ot •oh ,... are 
1Nt tew, U'fl utHrl7 alNlad.oned 1t71.;h8 lnba'b1'-8ta 
on aoeouat ot their Conoem 1n the ltebell1oa •••• 
! tell into Collpani- with two of llr. Johll Veale7•a 
Preaob.eN. 'fba People ot hi• Perauu1on 1n 1;he 

5 D1R!1f aaier,, the ?£ofbet ot the Loy aoac1. 113. 
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Coloaiea, l9 •11 u Ute Quakera, are paeral.17 
Lo7&11 •••• 

ApJ.n on Ootober 19, Serl• noteda 

vent to••• eutle Church, llhere an o44 ltlnd ot 
llo'1•1' Senioe ot Rellgioa wu exlll'b1M4. !be 
Paraoa, om Jtoaa, rea4 the L1turo, IU"l)1e4 ot 
1'lle Pr&J9n tra 1itw K1lla aa4 tu RoJa]. 1ui17J 
after woh, one ot llr. •••l•7•a PNachen aouatet 
the ,u1,1,, an4 pn ua • lOD& • full Pr&J9r tor 
the Kin&• a 'bleaeing on Ida ll'lla, and then 
4eliYeNclaa 8XMIIIJ)Ol'&l7 Oratloll, ldd.oht. the 
author being evldentl71111Mnte,

1
waa ror the 

.,._ .. • ...... ,, ourio\aa •110118h•••• 
Dr. lliabtll1e• oo.nenw oa tlbl• ounoua •1wat1on Sa lWI 

l,ook. A• .... lloa■ , reotor ot the king•• ohurob.• bad _Nad 

the aeni• 1111, oms.,., pl'Q9n tor t.118 ao't'eNip., oal7 to 

have th•_.. troll tile pulpl, 'b7 a YiaiUII& Netho41at 

ldllie Mr• 8 

Another p1oture ot the Netb.o41ata 1• 1otten troll a 

poataoript -.0 a letter'° General Waab111gton written trom 

11144letown, Del&11are a aonVt earlier by C&eaar RodnltJ'. It 

Nada 

6 a1p-,.r, M. 
1 Jlpif., a,. 
8 

lbicl •• 15. 
9 

Cleorr. R. RJ'd,en, Let'9ra '° alt4 troll Caeaar ••z, 175§-17!', 11. 



19 

Apparea,17 tbia retera to a OOIIJMlll1'' ot •o• three 

h\UMINd Torie• wblob wu auppoaed to have Men uaHltle4 t,7 

Chene7 Clow. Olowe baa uen cleaor1be4 'by •at1wa aanp •• a 

onoe piou• aaa ot conaid.eraltle note in the lle'1l0dlat aooletiea 

who beo ... a baolcallder.10 Olowe ..... to have uaeal,le4 a 

bod7 ot •• 1n Kent with the idea o_t ma1d.ng Ida-,. tbroup 

tbe ooua,17 to 4',0111 '- llritiab at the Cbeaapeake 11a7. 'file 

plan ... UIIOOYeN4, an4 ClON wu arrested aa4 ...... u a 

rebel aptnat 1lbe Softl'llllellt. !'be ....S.ea ot the Metho41ata 

•re •aid to baft tried to penlllt.M Govenor Jlodlley to oruab 

all the Delaware aooieU••• 919 govern.or•• 11m1a,1pt:lon 

ahottecl u., onl7 wo JIUlben ot '1le denOld.llat1ea •re uonc 

the 1nauneot1oalau. 1fbea Vie oourt •&l'doaed all except 

Olowe, '118 a1wat1on wu aOJIMt1lbat 11lpnved tor tbe Nethodlau.11 

10 
A 8'152!7 ot tslle !1!11boti•t ll!hoopal Clml'oll, I, 64. 

11 
DJt-. •• c .• llallm'• QPd. M1111aonpt, 5t•t 111a!2£1 

o~ the v'Vft ec.t•NMe• (lel&ll&N state a.r~v .. , loiirJ 
coaGiiGii t aceoual 1a Saoorreot. Aooorcling to 
Ballman, Olowe waa an llngliabllan who settled 1n Queen AaDe 
Count7, IIU71M4. oa lUltl that, ..... ~ of DelU&N Vhen 
the boundan queatioa ... ••ttled 111 1768. Clow, a OOI\• 
111aal0119d ol'tleer ia "9.e 81"1Uah l"l!fq, Nh• .. lo take •• 
oath .. a■aded b7 the teat law puaecl 11&7, 1718 b7 the Dll&lfaN 

· · Aaa .. 17 • 1fbea Ida .Ue wu 1fOUllded u 'he llll.111& Viet M 
arreat ClOlfe, he aurNatered aa a prlaoner ot •ar• •1t lut 
oOMe•ecl 1Dld8r tl'UIIIPH up abarpll, -.1w ,-an after his 
anaeat, heal\h broken, ap1r1t oN■be4, •on dead, fortune gone, •U• 1na ... , be aabd Ula\ .tu NllMaoe ot eseou'1on ld.Ot be 
carried out, 11hioh wu done 111 the tall ot 1787'. Cuaar lodaey 
4eolare4 bl ba4 Dlftl' ...... '° N IOftRIOI', IN\ one ,11ne and 
tbat wu the 4a7 Chene7 Clow wu hanpd, an4 th.ell only long 
enough. to pardon h:l.m.• p. 8, 
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ft.e pneral poa1t1on ot •• lletbOU.ata IIU tunber 

ooaaplloaW 117 tlla pol1'1oal W11JS.,... ot Jobll •••1•7• Betore 

the Revolutloa be aided •1tlh tM eoloalata, polaUng out that 

the •anrea taJcen 1,7 tbe -.i.1a11 Soft._.... IOUld aot 'be de• 

tended on 1dle poua4a ot la, etptl'7, • p......._. .,_ 
atter tlle ftfta of BUlllce• Jllll, Wealq a,111 cUapa..._. 1e,1sera 

oonta1n1aa aolld ..... ,. ■1Pt•, the IONl'lllln'l•• Allel'loan 

pol1oy to Lorda •orth 11114 Dar'->ulh. In 1715 be •••• Ule 

tollowilll ad't'S.M '° .. Allerleaa PNaolleNI 

Toll"'" ..... 1D ,._. llfta ill ao ontioal a 
a1tuat1on u ,ou ue at Ud.a tlae. It 1• J'OUl' 
JtU\ to lie ,.......NI lo be lOYillC ... -....r 
to allJ but to adcliot 7(NNelY88 lo 110 p&l'Q'. 
Jn apS.t,e ot all eo11tat1=fnot ,_. or aootll 
worda, ea, not one word at; one or._ otblr 
al... Keep ,._..lfta ,UftJ do all 1ot1 ... w 
help and •often allJ 1,u, belt&N. llOlf you adopt 
uaottlllr•a 3&r. IN 1111a, JOll ae, ill tllll '11111• 
111th eaoh other• th1a la ot utaoat~ oonae,queaoe • 
.. , OlllJ' let ..... N IIO 1t1, ....... or ..... , 
t,ut no •b1M•• or ooldneaa betlfeen 701.1. Nuk 
all 1aON 1dla, woulcl Mt. OD1 ... Saat .. •--•• 
SOlllt auoh will Mval' be nnt1111. But sLvw tbea 
ao OOtlldellalloeJ .. ..,.. tnra, - ou,, 11114 
drag them into open -.1.• 
....... , ldl8II 1lbe aowal ,otn, ot NY0lu,1oa wu 

reached, Veale7 Wok CleOl'p UJ•• •1• in A Gala AM!!•• 

to our Alie£!!!! Col9!!•• • .. '11ea.,a 111 Dlla11aft bad to taoe 

·the 8)iUp tlla\ lllleNu 11r •. wealey .lad ... ple ... 4 the. oaua• 

ot Br1U■II aui..1ena, he II01I ........ tMta u llpoost .. l.._. 

re1>e1a• ■ptnal couuw,1011&1 autllor1'7. ,.._.1a A•INl7' 

11 ._.., A lb'RI ot -. lle'1lod11, a,19oopal Clmroll, 
I, 115. 



aol'l'O'tttullJ' reeoJICle4 la Illa .YCNl'IUll on llaNb. 19, 17161 

I alao ftN:lTM an att•o'10ll&U 1., ... hoa 
Nr. Weal•t I and aa trul7 ao"7 that the venerable 
an ••r nPPN law-. poU'1oa ot A.atnea. 
111' 4ea1re 1a to 11ft la loft and peaoe with all 
MAJ .. to - no IIUII, ... all. -- Sood I ... 
Bowever, lt d1aoown llr. Weale7•• oonao1ent1oua 
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•"-olllrnat '° 1Jbe ...., .... , _... Vldoll be lived. 
Ba4 be Ne a au1.t"9ct ot Allel'loa, no doul>I 1Nt he 
IIOU14 haft bNa u •al.oua an .. YOeate ot the Alllrl• 
oan oauae. 11111; aome inooaalderate penoaa ban 
,a1cea oooaa1• to eeanre tM llltWlata 1a Aller1ta, 
oa aoooua, ot 11r. Veal•J'•• poll'1oal etmtillenta.13 

saae of llr. Weale7•• PN&flbera 111 Allllrloa openl7 

echoed Illa op1111ou ad •n M'11rallJ' lOGlced upon u enealea 
' ot the eauH ot llltel'Q'. J'or 1lboH oltlsenll WlaoN tuat 

1nterea, WU T1oto171a .... , 1, 11U Pl'OYeldllg '° t1114 people 

1n tblir Jd.dat, led on 117 ••&10111 preaohera, who wre &Yen• 

to w,ar beoaM ot Nl1g1oua ■•NPl•• or llho o,eal1' allppol"lled 

Ute ~. OU ot Uae lut ot Ille 1118].lah Jle1mcMISa'8 lo 

leaw Alllrioa ... llan.t.n BCMlcla. xa lffl Bodda fled to '1le cout 

aicle4 lay alafta atter bolAJ' UaV11M1,1ng leorp DI•• proola• 

mat1on through 111a DelawaN o1rou1t. Lero,- Lee stated• 

llr. Rodda ••• gaYe great ottenn to the Aarioan 
"'"7 bJ' .-. illlpft6elloe ~ eOIMltaet •1.a. Napeot 
to the tor1ea, e1ther b7 uaooi&ting •1th them 
or bJ' au.1a,111a ... .. ......,.._ 1Dll• 11oa,U1'7 
to the cau•• ot republioald.••• BJ' tbia act, the 
pul»llo dla\na, ot ._ lftal1■11 preaelleN ... 
1Natl7 etrenpb.eae«. •n auap1o1ou wre 
....._. ... ,-... OIIU.Gll atN11alle4 ou, lta blooq 
band to ftX and pmd.ah oert&S.n ot the Cb.uroh. '1'he •isb• ot ,bla pene .. ,s.on tell.,., 1-&YilJ' upoa 11 tho•• who .. N empl~ 1a Delaware and Jllar7lan4.l-t 

13 labu17, Journal, J:, 176-177. 
lit 

Lero,' LN, ltp LU• et f!!!• ot .Teaae Lee, 73. 
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larly in 1178 leorp Slwltord, ....... , NY1Ya11a, ot 

tbe t1M•• Mt 11r • .lab\117 at 'l'bOll&8 tlhlte•• llelllit· la the 

Delaware SUM '° .,... • - 1n taats.aa ... ,..,... At .. 

end ot ,be 4ay lbadtord had .. oided to return '° Jing] a1ld 

beoauae hie work 1n Aaerloa ... 4one • Aa'b\117 decided '°. 
atq with the 1ntant aoolet1••• Be wrote• 

I oan b7 no meana acre- to leaYe such a field 
tor gathefllll ■nla '° CMna, u • baft 111 
Allltr1oa. It would be an ewraal d11bonor to the 
lllthodl■u Iba'• allou14 le&ft ._... tllOU■and 
aoula lfho deelre to ooanlt thelulel••• to our 
oue, M1'11er la 11 tM pan or a &004·111ap11e..a 
to leave hla tloolc 1n tllle ot danpr1 U.ntore 
I u .. tendned, bF ,he ..... of Oo4, not lo 
leaft thea, 1e, the •OllHfluenoea be Wb&t it uy. 
Ow tne.._ MN.,._. w IMI a., ...... aove 
•uure at ~ thougbla ot 1:Mting toraalcen by the 
pN&ohera. so I uoie ·~ aenlaenu bolll '° 11r. 
11.anlcln and Ill'. Shadtord. 5 

So 1t •u that Aebu17 alone Nllalned ts.rm 111 the wol'k. Du• 

to bla 1ntl\lenc•• bJ' 1779 the laol1aat1on ot .&aencan lletho• 

din toward 'lorJ'1D bad und.el'gc>ne a oomplet;e change, and 

reapeot tor the Jlethodiat aoo1et1•• wu re-eatabl1abe4. 

'1'tl.e wl~III lla'91otiala toll..., ill Ul!I •ake ot 

the Church ot lllgland olers,. ,, u.. 1Jeg111n.ing ot boa•u1 ti•• 

perhapa '1to•tb1Ne ot thl lnglle111111 weN l,oJa11s'9. soae ot 

them ltJ' Yln\le of erowa oftlen had been •1tber eolle•ton or 
ouatome and exeeuton of••••• or lta.4 bad the authority to 

till auoh poata b7 appointment. 'l'IMtae •re ••1!7 luorat1ve 

poa1t1ona and the cauae ot mucb tr1ot1on and Jealou•J• Since 
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ecole■1aa\1oal and olvil 1na,1tutiou ot-. mother ooua'17 

.. re Naarcled u inaeparaltle, 1n loa1n& attect1on tor the 

kin&, men loa, 1, tor U. ollUNb. nm. UM ory 'becaM, "llo 

king, no 'bishop 1 • 

'lb.ere •re aeftftl reaulw ot ~ w1,...._a1 ot the 

olerg. Aacnc 1dle JlleUloellat aooleU.e the llllll0l'tb7 and un

taltbt\11 WN 11Mtled ou,, be•••• .tlWIN NN ao Ne'tb.otiat 

preaobeft or Ollul'Oll ot lltcl_. ol•»u to pl'Op \Ma up. In 

add.ition-. aooietlee .... '°u.117 u»nvu of aaonaenta. 

Their O'tlll pNaoblN .... no, ONa1M4 '° MtldldaMJt them, 
I 

and moat of .. Olaurob. of Baal ... el•l'D" bad tl•d, lppl1oa• 

tlon to \118 h-ealtJ'Ml'lana, Jndepe ... ta, an4 -U••• tor 

auoh church rite• ltrouaht the proaiae ot admlaa1on to their 

~ona onl7 it oonneouom •1th John Weale7 wre aeftNCl. 
I 

la earl7 u 1718 tllla •tter ... referred to l'ranola Aabury 

bJ' ae-nral ot the Netho41at aoo1et1ea, but he lfOUld not per

lllt U7 ot the preaohera to adll1n1ater the aaoruenu. 'Jtd.a 

problea waa t1nally settled 1n the poat-war iean. In the 

•ants.me the people turned to t!ie lpi•oopal ol•l'Daen at 

111ltord, Doftr and sa,naa. fheM ._ at._... IIIUl7 llltbodiat 

aet1Dp, ud eooperatff moat t\1111' •11th.l'ranela .lalllar, during 

the tweat7 IIIOlltiha lie apent in Dtla11aN • 

Aabu17, the only ~1•h preacher ot hi■ perauu1on 

lett 1n Amen.ea, P"""'• a loael.J' 'but 1ntereat1DS picture. 

ln t1ve J9&n' t11N Id.a attitude on the political a1tuat1on 



had. un4el'IOlle a dtlolded oballge. Septeaber ,. 111•, round 

him wri tin&• 

..... A ao1--. npon •aa bJtOUSh' '° the ·•1• ~, 
1ma, lbie ..a-or.._. ba4 t1"4 oa Boatoa:. A tear 
rod in-, ldnd ot na, lllpt ._ tbe eftftt or thia. 
But lt 1IU aooa 1Mlatabe4 b,. ooaa1..._..I aaa, 80 
OD • ldnd ., °"° bU•lM••'t Wbloh le eaougb fo• M J 
• lean all lhoN tdl2wp to Ille proYi~oe otto4.l6 

'l'be eveat bad oOllfl, all&I b1a deoiaion w ftaala in Alael'1oa 

bad ll&4e 1'he oolonSA•• tonuaea o• ldatol'Wlle1 Illa own. It 

la amall ---• tbal he 1ll'01:e :ln IIINh of 17181 

I 1fU under aome lleavlneea ot ldnd. B\lt 1t wu 
no wonders three tbousand. mil•• :troa home•-IIJ' 
tnenda haw let, •••I• oouideftd 1,7 •-
an ene117 ot the oount17--ave17 cta.T liable to 1M 
ae1Ad b7 Y1o1 .... ! and uu .... JloNMr, all 
this 1a but a tr1t • to autter tor Cbriet1 an4 
t!'Mt aalvat1oa ot awla. Lord, au.ad lf7 MflT 

It wu at aboul this time that 110at ataw authorities 

began to 4eaand an oath ot allegianoe to inaun obedlenoe and 

to d1at1ngu1ah 'between tr1enda an4 toea. Because Mr • .la1N17 

could not persuade h11uelt to take Vie oath 1n MarJ"land, he 

sought retup at the home ot '.l'bolla8 Vhlte 1n Delaware. Bia 

01llft explanation wus 

God waa _,. portion an4 rq aoul reate4 1n him. 
But I na at a loea '° DOif ... , w doJ -, tllae 
•aa uHleaa in napeot to othenJ '1lw&h X 
ouehll7 impNW4 1, to• -, on api:riiul ... 
vantage, whiob tor. aOIUI ,-an put, ha4 \Mten in 
a dllCN8 MaJ.••1NJtl• • aooouat et-,.,.., a,1;en. 
tion to the eoula ot otben. And I ka01II aot lth&t 

16 ~ A.ab\117', Joum,J., 1, l.u. 
17 Ib1!1,. I. 268. 



to deteJ."lld.M--wlletber '° deliver ll1'fl•lt into the 
band• ot •n, to ellbraoe tiw tint opportlalit7 
to depart. or to •ait till Pron.denoe ehall 
turlllar dlNot. the nu• ot Ulla .. u,...., 
..... toll0118. l'l'OII Jlaroh 10, 1778, on OOD• 
aeiea\lou prSneiplea % 11&1 a nea-.1UNr, aal 
could not preaoh 1n the SM.te ot IIU7landJ and 
idlentoN ... ~ to .. Del ........... lfMN 
the olero WN not requh-ed. to take the state• 
oa'111 •IMNlh• 111th a el.ear OOMoienee, :r: oou1• 
have taken the oath 1n the Dela•are Skte, lla4 
1, laffa N4tliNclJ an4 1IOU14 bav• done 1,, bad I 
not have been prevented 'b7 a tend.er tear ot 
lmnS.lla U&e ae"'-lpulou• ooaaolea•• ot o\hen. 
laiat hul aaltll, 'llllen ,- 1111 ao apSMt the 
bftthfta1 all4 wound 1Mb •a eonau .... , ,e 
11n •••••• cnrn.a,.• 1 cor. Y111, 11.1a 
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Although the 1naot1VltJ' ... t1N■OIII to A1'bu17, who 

had moved tlu,toup the leaph of the ooloniea tor aeven pan, 

be ... '1rmktul tor tae ld.ndne•• ahOIIII Illa IQ' the Wldte■• Be 

•rote of-. prlva'8 l'OCII ••• ul• tor Ida SIi 'tdd.oh be oould 
~ 

Nacl, PNJ', and MUtate. lletON WO ---- ba4 puaet he 

bad •ta uall oenpeaa~oa ..a ba4 MPII to teaoh tll8 

oblldftla. lbol"tlJ' after Ulla, alUloup IION bad ...... Ida 

tbat no preaehen w ..._ ..... ...,, AalnUT pN&olled apln 

•u a Ul&ll OOJ18Np,1on ... eolleeM41 to lllltu 14111 lford.•19 

AppareaU~ 1, WU a, tbla po1a, u., 9IGmu Wh11Mt • llho ._. 

bNa ....... to• ■uppoaed 'foq l•anlnp ... Nle .... atMI' 

much •~tort on the part ot bia w1ta, wu required to return 

·to Dover tor Id.a Marin&• labu17 tr1e4 to oomron the 41•• 

tre■aed tamll7 and reJo:loed •1th them '11ben Vhlte waa 

lS Ibid.,!, rtl. 
19 Xb!:4., I., ITT• 



exonerated and Nleuect. 

Ia 11&7 .. i!Hftll: reooJNlecl a JO\ll'M7 ot "'8nt7 milea, 

preach1n& 1a a Nm and. under an oak,•• well u-. trial• 

ot oonaoieaoe A.81N17 •u UIMleraot.n&. 
toad more tNedoa an4 a ... a'8r reapoue tl'Olll tM people 

than he 11&4 ton••n• lie n-oM1 

A•-. Gospel ot leau■ Ohriat ••t• •1th in• 
clulpnee 1n \hS.a tree state. I enwrtaln a 
hope t11a, it will prove a general 'bl•••ins to 
.. lnllablMDU -..not, ... '11&, ... Jlltl ..... Will 
beOON u the prden ot the Lo. rd, tilled with 
plan,a ot bla ONA pl•'iaa•IO 

Por the next month the news was good aad bad. JPreeborn 

Garrettson visited labu17, and the lonely leader laid out 

plana wblob IIO\ll4 Mk• Ida saw l\18HX Co\111'7 .... he und.•r

atood tl'OII aane,taoa ill&' a &raUou• IIOl'k ... going on. 

'1'he bad MW ,wu tbat ... ot ._ ao.S.Uu in s .. • had 'been 

broken up .._ o• ot tllll MIINft \ook halt tale OOIIIN&ation 

and aet up hie oa omal'OII. l)ul'llla 1'be aut\1111 ot 1778~ although 

autter1J11 tl'OIII Yar1oua Nl.U••• Aa1N17 wa, aou,11 to meet 

some aooietJ1•• al.ORI ,11e •••looke 11vu-. •• eocm nism'ned 

to 'fho1lu Vbite•a home· 1;o NOOftl' hie baaJ.\11 u4 OWl'ap• 

!be pattem repeated 1taelt ln 1779. Aabur, ., .. , 

treel7 all ove• \he atate hca lie• 0..,1. '° Le••• He N• 

tumed ap1n and again to Dover. and he received the aacra

ment and part1o1pa"9c1 1n aen1o•• •1th Dr. Map•. In April 



ot 1780 l'rlt.aOi• Aa'eu17 wrote, 

• • • %· ..... a o1t1nn ot Delawazre, and waa 
Nplarl7 retumed. I WU., tb1a ,1- Ulld.el' 
N10•1llh.,1oa ot the 10Tenor ot Del ..... u 
ta"'1J1e-~11 · 

3T 

'ftd.a lut wu written 1n llu7land w1wre·1a1.N17 bad.-. ,o 

bold a oontenaoe, a1,hough he oou14 not pNaoh beoauae ot 

the ao\ ... s .. , noa-3m'On. !be c1aJ11 ~ oont1neaen, 1n 

J>elaware "" at an end. 

Xn later ,,aan Pnaole la1N17 ooaaeated .-1\ioallJ' on 

Y&riows 1ntel',Preta,1ona ot hl• wo ,._... •• 1n Del•are• 
In a letter to laehoiah llylea, a lQIID ot Baltilaozre, he 

11rote 1n lSO.t 

! haft ot»aerved us error 111 •• llaoN•a per
tonaaaoe ot -,eonoea1 .. , Sn-. State of 
])alaftft, Iba'..,.. a\ ltlflp lfll1M'•, ldloae 
■on la now a aenator ill 0.1lgl"I■•• l'I 1a a 
••'-•. I hM ••"•• lo 1dtie bGM ot loftrnor 
lodnq &lld Buae,t, an4 Dr ...... ,,. I wat 
wllllN I ,11.oulht ti, in •we17 pan ot Ille State, 
~tl7loflp41n-. 11.ouN■ ot .,..., reputule 
people ot the world.,_.• ba4 a peat won. 
I tb1n1c •ar eighteen b\ladft4 wre a41ded. 1D that 
S'9,te c1mtln8 -, ■- ot about 1nfent7 IIOlltllll, I 
auppoae Dr. Coke J.'eoelved acaa llia1ntonat1on, 
u he ... huty. Wot WS.tlla,alldill8 J WOlc no 
State oath, tint or lut, no one aoleated. ••• 

Later 1n bia ,Y2!£911 Blahop AalNJ:7 oownted on LN•• h1ato17 

ot the denoll1nat1oas 

••• I have •••n J•••• Lee•• 1118\or, tor the ts.re, t1M1 :Lt 1a better tllan I es.petted. He 
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Iba JleYolutiollar, Var bad tor...te Ul4 \IDtortunate 

etteota upaa. the 11etbocl.1a, aooieU.•. Jea.. LM 1a the 

tint 11.t.ato17 ot the &urioan ob.UNb 1dnc1•• ou, lffl u an 

eapeo1all7 tr,111& ,_. 1lbell "Id.thou, •re tip\iap, and 

w1~n WN teara.•M BeoaM ot tlw ao,....au ot the allll••• 
aoo1etie■ were broken up• an4 rel1&1on wu alaoat MDlahed 
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t1'0II a0111 aect1oaa ot tbe oounu,". !he result waa that elturoh. 

Mmberab1p deoreuea tor tile t1ret ·t1ae 1'J' 8T3 persona 1n 1118. 
By lffl a1Q' pNaohera bad been toroed -to gift up their o1r

eu1ta or at least to oeaae preaald.na it they had. aol'l1J)le• ot 

oonaolenee &botlt ttaJdJII '119 oatha ot all•IUll••. On the otber 

IMmd, Luooook an4 llutoh1naon ..... with LN that the BeYOlu-

t1on •ba4 the hapPJ' etteot ot ... tine out U. U11110nla7, 1 .. nng 
a 00ft ot wortcen who WCN14 lnd.14 -. atrong, new ohuroh. 15 

t'be war alao l&ft the llethodla1J 1001et1•• their ohanoe on the 

tronti••• la LN put 1ta 

the ftY01\Jt1ona17 war being now olo•••• and· a 
pneral peaoe ••tabllabed, N ooul4 So into all 
pane ot '1le eounU,. w1thon tearJ U&cl we 1ooa 
Npn to enlarp our bord.en, and'° preaob in 
lllll1IY plaoea where • had not 1MHtll t»etore. •• 
•oon •• the twit of our laboura ill the aew 
o1roa1ta, and 1n vanoua pane ot the oount171 even 1n •he 014 plaoea where we lla4 preached 1n 
tor.er ,eara nth but little at.1ooe••• OM tb1na 
1n partloular that opened tbe wq tor the spread• 
1ng of tbl papel 1,7 our preaolwn waa 1ib1aa 
during the war, whieh had continued aeven or •11ht 
pan._lMlft7 ot the •111,en ot oar aoo1e\iea lwl, 
lbJIOUgh tear, ••••1 '7, or oho1oe, moved into the 
baok ae,,1 .... 1:e, 11114 into ... pana ot ~ 
oount171 and u aooa u the national peace waa 
aettle4, aD4 WJe wq ... open, tbe7 aolloited 
ua to OOM aaong theaJ and 1:,7 ._ir euneat &Dd 
trequent petitJ1ona, both verbal and. written, w 
•re prev&Ued on, and enoounpcl to go aaong 
thea1 an4 the7 wre Nad7 to reoelve ua •1th 
open band■ and willing hearta,.and w 0'1!7 ou, 
Bl•••!f 1■ he bt owth &9 W !W!! ot the Lord.-6 

15 Balford l4nN Luect0ok and Paul Hutohinaon, D.!, 
Storz ot Ne\hodua, 15'-155. 

l6 A Shon "'ton: ot tu !1!!!!5\!Ut 1n 1lM 'fllS:Md 
§tate• of 4MBoa. • 



Jto 

'l'h• Jletho41at aoo1et1ea ba4 the opportum.,y ot belp1:ng 

to oCllbat the general •oline ot moral atandarda, UlOthe,r n• 

ault ot the war, 1n the ol .. r oOIIIIUlll,s.e■• Yapbon411, tbievea, 

and 41aobarp4 oonvicte ooapl1oaw4 '11• •x1•Una probl ... ot 

or1me. Y1••• and gambl1:ng. An earl7 •rt•noe ot ltlltho41at 

s.ntlueaoe la••• 1n loTernor Buaett'• reoowndaUona tor 

a pen1tent1&17 to replace auoh J)lllllabMau u branding, 

autllating, and 11b1pp1ng. Atkapta wre ma4e to retora the 

oare ot the poor. Antl-11quor, •tobaooo.,. and -Sabltatarian 

lawa 'bepn to appear.IT th••• 14eu were oleu-17 111 line with 

the rule• ot the Netbo41at aoo1et1•• u atatecl 1a \he d1•o1• 

pllne. Suoh th1n1c1na oul■Suiiecl 1n a ••oond Gnat Awaken1111 

•h1oh apNa4 through llllaware 1n the tint deoade ot the 

nineteenth oentu17. 

2T JoD A Munroe, P ... raliet Delmre1 1m-1&15, 156. 



CBAftlR ff 

ftll DIDl11D1ft CIIIROII D tlll Dl>SPIIDlll'I OOOJftR! 

Wblle the battl•• of lffl WN belnc toqht "7 tlle 

Br1t1ah 11114 AMrloan U'lld.••· l'nllola A■1N17 WU tlghtiq a 

aoh1aa 1n 'the Jle'11odlat aooi•U••• The laaue ot ad11Sn1a\ra

t1on ot aaonaenta b7 the unol'da1ne4 •thodi•t pnaoben wu 

an old one llbioh ba4 pown ac,re ooapl1oaW 1n the wu pan. 

'.l'he prolll• aNlllld eapeo1all7 aoute 1n V1rSi,n1a, Here, the 

people •re ••panted 'b7 SN•t cUataOfl tl'OII John Veale7 

althoulh '11e,. Jene• b1e Id.ah.ea, from the a4v1ee ot lnne1a 

bbu17 IMoau•• ot hla toroed retiNMnt 1n Delalf&N, and t1'0lll 

the Clmreh ot lngland olerg who ba4 ned troll Wle eol0117 

tbat rivaled. luaaebuaetu in patriotic tenor. llan7 V1,..Sn1a 

.. thodiata bad not partaken ot the aaoruenta tor ••••NJ. 
para, llld the aolution of oreatlnc tb91r oa. preabiter, bu 

oocurrecl to th•• eouecauentl1' a group ot the oldeat preaohera 

orcla1ne4 tbella•lvea and then aoa 70unpr a111 •ho wol'k.ed aaonc 
the people tor a JeU' • It did. not tu:• loaa tor tb1a newa to 

reach Aa1N17. 

A amall oonterenoe 1IU bald Sn Dlla-.re at 1'lqe tboaaa 

'White'• on April 18, lffl, at llhiob Pranola Aa1N17 •t aixteea 

preacher. .tl'OII Del&'tl&N, ... Jerae7, 1111411az7lan4'• Butena 

Shore. Aa1N17 wro1iet 

Our eonteNDoe tor the nort:bem ata,1ona began 
at l'bollaa Vld.te ••. All 011r pN&Ol\en ca -. .. 



elations"" PNHnt, ·and \1111'84. Ve bad lllloh 
pft1'8r, love, and bal'IIODJ'J 11114 • all a,ptNd to 
wlk t,y the .... nl•• aacl to ldal -U. .... 
thlDa. la we bad great Nuon to tear that our 
bN\hNa to·, Ute ......... WN .. la ..... I' ot 
aeparat1na ·troa ue, we •rote the• a aott, lwal• 
1ag epS.atI11. oa --•• ~ ■tatlou w u.-e 
now about aeveateen travelllng preaohen. We 
appolllte« our nes, ooateNnee to 'be lwlld 1a 
Jlalt!Jlore tom., the laat tueac1&71n April next.1 

Upon thia Delaware ooateNnoe B. c. Conra4 oomnente4s 

holl .ad.a time UWl'J N .... .._ NCOllliSed 
oea1Mtr of llethodlea ill Aaer1oa, aa4111 Judge 
Vbite•• bou" waa boa uae tua ot &plaeopal 
Supel'Yiaion.• 

,.. .... llbo •t "1'11 Praa•la blnll'J .. .._ u al.ullet u 

ba wu lt1' -.. aetiou ot the '11JIIS,n1Ula. '!he aenhem ■18114 

IIU ... el•• '1' the ldauM■ ot ~• ••Una, llbleb. ata'84 

'11&, JbtoU.'1' la1»1117 abcrtlld aot u leMnl Aaaiataat in Aanoa 

and. tbat ,u l'lsht ot otelldllatioa oa ~ dee1a1oa reated 

•t•·111a. Aab'Ul7., apeelng •1th .Tolm Veale1' Oil-.. ... tnialra• 

tlon ot aaoraaea\a, ... , late 1d\e loulh '° tlT w persuade 

tbe ■001e,1ea to IJe ooatea• Id.th-. ezla'1ag rulu fol' 

Allllrieaa lllt'Cb.oUata. .. wu auooeaatul tor the \11111 lleilll, 
and .... the a1tuat1on reatecl until the -.r ... oYer. 

!be war J'lt&ra bad ve1711alurall7 ... wftlPC--eftll tie• 

NM••---hncloa ot '11.ou&t1' allll aou.ea. the llnllodiet a..S.etiea 

,.1, tile a\lffillp ot Nlial0\18 1ndepe ...... MfON politleal 
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ladepend.enoe waa an ao0011PlllW taet. Proa 1,a ve17 lMgSma:lna 

Aaerieaa 11111modlaa had bffll oarriH oa b7 lq preaehen, 110et 

ot Whal llacl never affa loba Veale,-. Iba•• Ma, ••"1118 tmder 

l'ranoia AalNr,, yeaeraw Veale7 tor b11 pUSq priaolplea 

11114 aplritual leadenldp, wt, •• 1n tme ou• ot the n,s1n1a 

HoieU.a, now tell the DN4 tor aa Aalrioaa oh'llrob. 

When hoeU11t1ea ended, John Weale7 had to tac• the 

etteota ot the vioi-017 on h1• AINrioan oh114Nn. Be bad N• · 

oeived repona of the work and knMt that the problem ot the 

aaoNNnta would grow won• u the Churoh ot DagJ.and .... d.S.•• 

eatabliahed 111 AMrioa. !heretore, 1n 17811, Weale7 decitle4 to 

aot u a preal,,ter and oonterred author1'7 to orda1n Alllrloan 

preachen on thNe men--flloau Yue7, 11obar4 Vbatooat. and 

Dr• 'l'hoau Coke. When theae 11en reached A.11aerioa, they wre to 

ordain Pranoia la1N17. leoording to Weale7'• plan, Coke UICI 

Aab1.t17 •N to aot u Joint auperintwtmleata 1n Aaer1oa but 

1ub"9ot to the founder, and atter h1a death, to the lngl1ah 

llethodiat Church. Yuey and Vhatooat INtN to aot u elden 

1n AMl'ioa. 

lhGllu Y ... J' •-- '9 baw pl.,.C no Saponant z-ole 1n. 

tbe clevelopaent of DllDaN lllthoti•, ., !'boul Ook• ... 

ll1ebal'd Vha•eoa, ••tribu'Md aueb ·'° 1ta srow•. VbaMoa, ... 

Coke• a ■tud7 la eoatJtulal Jtiobal'd lllateoa,, an ol',Phan 1KnaMI 

out to learn a tl'IIM, wu oonverted 1n 1761. Six ,-an later, 

attar expaieaoe■ u a ... ad olua le ... r and. steward 1n the 



Jlethodlat aoo1et1ea, be 'began k pi-.aoh. --•11•• he blul ••l'ftd 
-. lletl\odia,a •111n Bnalaatl, Ireland., and Vale•, lollll 

Weale7 4eo14N. that JllohaN Vbateoa, should go w Aller.lea aa 

a prealdin& elder ,o "' aa exaaple of IIMJaleaa ot ap1r1, aat 

wud• o~ ooaduo\. PNII Illa anlftl in Aaer1oa until 1800, 

Wba1'ooat trawled-. oiroulta u an Mle pNaUt.na elder. 

In 1888 he wu eleeted •1•bop ,o allare 111'11Ae1N171ale ll'OII ... 

1ng reapouiltili,1•• of ohUNb ......... ,. .,,.. 1a tme olo■• 

election tor \he epiaoopal ottloe 1a wbleh lie deteaM4 

J•••• LM ,,.. '1lo Yotea atter a tie 'ballot, Uloae •0'1111 

ap1nat Vha,ooat 414 ao, doub, b1e alnoeN 4:1gll1,7 aa4 IIOdeaty• 

but tavored Lee u a MUYe preaober n.iaed. aaona -• Henry 

Boebll, who bad DOW. B111utp lfbateoat tor alxteen ,eara and 

had. reoe1"4 oNlna'1on aa a 4eaeon hoa Ida, 4e1ol'i'bff Ida 

aa ra~• ahOl't ancl he&VJ', 111\h aa Sn'4tl11ceat taoe and ex• 

preaaift •re•. B1e dft•• wu \he uaual ahad-Nll,- ooai ot the 

llethocU.a, ldn1ater with a ft■t w,--.« up lo Illa obla.3 

Howrea ahow Ida •1th hair oOIIMd etn1ght Oftl' hia toreb.ea4, 

a atyle uaa, ••-- to have lteen \be tubloa with lletltodlat 

pnaehen. la vu 011•W111UT 1n Ulo•• _. R1obaM lfba,eoat 

1cep, a UU7, l,11t l\ WU a fnpenMry atta1r OOftftllS idle 

19an 1189 to 18oo wltb ah.on, la..S.e ,uuea. for ••venl 

reaaoaa..preaauN ot "°*• '°1'aall,a of ill•heal\h, poor etluoa• 

tloa, and '1le tao, tu., 1, wu aot wntwa tor ,u1>11ea,1oa 



like Aabu17•• 30UJ'll&l•-tll••cllarJ, w1Ul 11'• •Mapa ot aeatence■ 

and erntio apelllag, give• a aoat Snooaplete p1oWN ot ,bl 

1odl7 man. OM ot the tirat Del&11&N ho••· to •loo• 

Vbatooat, that ot Riobard BUaett, 1fU the aoene ot bia death. 

Illa tr1eD4 111alaop AalHll7 OOllleD'Md aono•tull71 

••• oa -, retum, I to\1114 a lett•r h'oa llootor 
ChalMller, deolal'ing the death ot Biahop Wbatooat, 
tbat tatber 1a Ianel, U4.,. tal~l trlelld. tor 
tort7-,eU'8•-a man ot ao114 partaJ a ■elt-uny:t.na 
MIi ot Go4J who ever heard h1II apeak an idle worclt 
•hen •aa p1le tOUIMI 1n bia moutht Be llad 'beea 
th1n7-e1gbt pare 1n the m1n1atl'1'--a1xteen ,-are 
1a llallan4, Wal••• and Xnlalld, and tNnt;J'•bo 
J'9&ra 1n AaerioaJ twelYe pan a.a prea1d1ng elder, 
tour ot tb1a tiM Ile 11a11 ata,1oaed 111 Ille o1Uea, 
or tn:n11ng with me, and au 79ara 1D tile auper-
1nMlldeno7. l m ■o l1111to1P1117 pod. I baft not 
know in &urope 01' Allerioa. lie bad loq bMD 
attliowd w1tb p&ftl Ul4 ■WM• in 11111Gb. attllo• 
t1ou, nevertbel•••• he traveled a great 4eal-
tbrN tbowaan4 Id.lea tlle 1.u, rears he MN 1a the 
lut three IIOlltha exoeaaivel7 paint,al Ulllea1 •1th 
the aoat; enaplu7 pau.a .. , Be Ue« ill Dover on 
the 5th ot lul7, and bia mortal nma1na .. re 1n• 
terred uncler the alter ot the Weale7 Dover cmuroha 
at h1• taking lea'ft ot ~ Sout;b. C..01111& CoateNaoe. 
I thoqht h1a time •aa abort. I ohanpd rq route 
to Ylalt Ida, bu, Olll.7 Nubff llillda a lllmdNfl ... 
tb1rtJ' lllleaJ cleath,... too quio1c tor .. -;~-~----

.,.. Aller1oaa 11e,hoUata, •M took tlle _. Rlollud 

Wbatooat lo their bean•- ww at tlz'8, cu1te .... l,J' Ule 

oul WN4 an4 ·wal th7 Dr. 'fboll•• Coke. Son ot an emS.llllllt 

aurpon an4 publio ott1oe llolda, ud Ne1p1eat ot the dePM 

ot .Dootor ot 01'Y11 Ln• troa Jeau Colle .. , Ozter.a, 'l'llollaa 

Ook• bad '-ka bol7 orden 111 \bl A,..:tioan olmNh after aoae 

4 Asbury, Journal,. Ill, 130•231. • 



Je&ra ot rather &ialeaa ed.at.n••• Be had no troul,le 1n 

•••ul'iag a pod pariah, 1-u, when Ma preaobing l>eow very 

evanpl1at1o atter contact 111th the llethodiat preaohen, the 

doors of CoJc••• on ohuroh were tinally oloaed 1pSnet him. 

ln 1776 Coke heard Weale7 preach and Jo1ae4 the aooiet7. 

Vealey sent t'hOIIU Coke to ••rv• 1n northern llll&land aDd 

Ireland before he oonaeorated h1II 1n 178'1 to •ol'lc with A•btU7 

1n America. 

'fhOIIU Cou• W1'o lla4 indepe ... at ..... , UM. bis IIOM7 

11benlly to proaote the llethotia, wor1c. la Aar1ea he 

•orr1ed O'ftJI U.. l)Oft"J' of,. PN&OMft-' .... tun4a to 

the oonterenoe to •llPPl .... t \he lOII allowaaoea. Be worked 

bard tor. eell•P., .. :lll•taMCI Coke•INIT, MO&Uae .. 

realized UW 111pol'taao• ot e4'aoa'1n& J'OUll8 llethodiata. 

'1'bo1lu Vue •• Ill'. Coke when he puaed through hie 

o1rcu1t oa the 11111' to v. ClutiaUU CeateNa .. at laltiMN. 

Ware tound ColCe'• ........ wo oourtl7 aad b1a atatlaft, vo1oe, 

and oompleslon caut.w ettead.nate, •• 'before Colee bad apt hla 

last appot.ntaen, oa tbe o1Nu1t Vue Kid tu, Ile ... eo 1111117 

th1np 1n-. un '° adldre tu., be tu11,- 1111.denwod Vealey•a 

ohoioe.5 Vue found Dr. Colee'• p:reaoh1Dg illlpreaaive •1th 1ta 

pure lq111b and tine olualoal •~l• • .. adll1N4 Coke ■ON 

when he realised that even the we!...'Wat preacher grew to feel 

pertectl7 at .... in tbe footor•• ~. Coke woa peat 

5 !how ware, Lite aact !£tvela or 'l'bOllff Vue, 109.110. 
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support when he_.. kaon hia on adatraUoa tor the American 

Jlethodi■\a an4 tor l'ranola Aallu17. 

tM ld.a'9r1oal 1tap •u ••• tor ..... Una of ,m 
great lllthodla, triuavlrate. lrriv111& ill ••• Yolk wit;h 

Wbatooa, UMI Yue7 oa •ove•--• 3, 17811, Dr. Coke pre••• 

several \11111a la '1le 01,i-. !be lnallalllllln ''°PP94 111 

Ph1la4elph1a to preach, an4 Coke ... Noelnd Q' Dz-. WU11ua 

White, leader ot U. aoYeMDt k aat1oaa11 .. the Ans11caa 

church. !bl NNinder ot \be t1ovne7 to ... t A.al,u17 oaa 'btt 

tollawe4111 Coke•a .1ovmal. Be lfl'OW on loY._._. 11• 178111 

1 preaebe4 at 1me Cb-oaa-Roada 1n Ute lt&M ot 
Deluan, to a pleut.na, attentive o..,_.ga,1oa. 
Bz-oU.r lfhatooat W al.wt •· IIUQ' . ._ .... b1li 
·111 Ute •Im.II& u I bad la '- eYUtq. On ou-
Jounae7 to tlda pla•, "•re ••t •1111Ptlloual7 
eatena:lnecl at an. Ina paU.. !'hAI laaclladJ' ball 
outalnlJ' aOJ111 love tO'Jt ~ people ot Clod.J but 
alul alle •al•••• lier Ollll ~.~ 

'1'he toll•in& clq Coke lrrOMI 

I wu wt lda41,- NM1ftd 1t7 Ill' ...... ,, OM ot 
the lxe8UtiYe-COuaeU to• tbe ataw ot 1e1 ...... 
'1'be plue wbere lie llvea 1a oall .. Doff•• a. 1a 
aot in tu 1001et7, w, 1• 1NUUBa •• a laS'P 
Chapel. BeN % -· •1Ul .. aa exeelleat 70U11a ... , 
l'Nebona Ganetaoa. .. ••- to IMt all ... lml•• 
and love, and,-, all aotiv1t7. a. lla1ce• • .. ,te 
utaaat, tor he 1avariulJ' naea at tour ill the / 
IIOftWI&, aa4 not Olll~ be, but HY8nl o--•· ot 
ta. pft&Oben I a1ld .,_ ltl.'Ullllll I broqht baek 
-, alana '° tour o•oloek.T 

On S\.ll'lda1', •ovelllber 1•. the 4'oul'll&l Naat 

6 
ftoau Ooke, .... ax ... , .. m.u ..... ••.· ...... ot__.&t......, ... l ... 2!f!Ml ..... ~-o .... t _ _,llilliilllilii ..... lt--• .... v ... , 

Dr. Coke'• Pin 'f11lta G&iir!oa,1.5 • 
. T lb14. 



Brother Vhatooat bad a very good congregation 1n 
'lihe Court-Bouse at a1x 1n the morning. About ten 
o•olook we arrived at Barret•• Chapel, ao oalle4 
trom the name ot our friend tbat built it, and who 
went to heaven at•• dqa ago. In this Chapel, 1n 
the m14at ot a toreat, I ha4 a noble oongreption, 
to •hioh I endeavoured to ■et tor\h our bleaae4 
Re4eeaer, aa our V1a4oa, Righteouaneaa, Saaot1t1-
oation, aa4 Redemption. Attar the ael'IIOII, a plain, 
robust man oame up to ae 1n the pulpit, UUl kiaaed 
mes I thoupt it could be no other than Mr. labury 
and I •u not deceived. I &4111n1atered the aaera- \ 
ment atter preaching to, I think, tive or aiX hua
d.Nd collll'Ullioanta, and atterwa~4a we hel4 a love
teut. It wu the be■t aeuoa I ever kaew, except 
one 1a Charlemont 1a Irelaa4. Atter dining 1a 
company with eleven or our Preaohera at our S1a'8r 
Barret••• about a mile trom the Chapel, Mr. labury 
and I had a private conversation oonoerning the 
tuture ■anageaent ot our attaira in laer1ca. He 
intormed me that he had received some 1nt1mat1ona 
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ot my arrival on the Continents and aa he thought it 
probable I llight aee, h1DI t11at 4&7, and might have 
something ot importance to connunioate to him trom 
Mr. Weale7, he bad thererore oolleoted a conaiderable 
number ot the Preachers to torm a oounc11J and it 
the7 ••r• or the opinion that 11- would be expedient 
ilunediately to call a Conference, 1t aho~l4 be done. 
!'he7 ••re aooord1ngly sent tor, an4 atter/4ebate, 
were unan~.moualy ot that opinion. We theretore 
aent ott Preebora Oarretaon, like aa arrow, trom Borth 
to South, directing him to send ••••nsera to the 
ript and lett, an4 to p.,her all the Preachers to
gether at Baltimore on Chr1a1:llu-lve. Nr. Aabui-7 
bu alao clran up tor me a route ot about eipt 
hundred or a thouaaad Id.lea 111 the aeantiae. He baa 
given me h1a blaolc: (Barry by nue) and borrowd an 
exoelleat horae tor me. I exoeed1n1lY reverence 
11:r. labUrJ'J he nu so 11Uob wisdom an4 oona1derat1on, 
ao mueh aeekneaa and loYeJ and. \Did.er all thi&i,· 
thoup hardly to be perceived., ao auoll cormand and 
authority. Re and I b&ve aare•4 '° uae our Joiat 
endeavours to eat&bl1ah a School or College on the 
plan ot Xingawood-Sohool. I bap\ised here about 
thirty or torty intaata and seven ad.ul ta. Ve had 
indeed a precious time at the baptism ot the adults.a 

Suoh an importaa, meetiaa wu recorded by :rranoia 

Asbury in hie Journal alao. 'l'bat venerable man a&1d1 

8 Ibid., 15-16. 



I .... to llaff&tt•• Chapels here to.,. pea1' 307 
I •' '119 ......... ot lo41 Br. Celce, UMI ltlobazttl 
VbatooatJ we wre sreat17 ooatonet to .. tber. '!he 
Dootor pnaohed. oa 'Obr1at our •1HOll.La.s npt;eouamaa, 
aanoUts.oat1oa, ant N...,tioa. • la · · lla4 no 
opportunit, ot oonnralq witih tbea before public 
wonld.p, % wu pea'17 aur.,rl••• w ... bNtber 
Wbatooat aaa1at b7 talciq the aup 1n tba ...,,a:1.etra
,1on ot ._ aaoraam,. I •u aboeked lfbea tint 11l• 
toned ot the 11lteat1oa ot th••• fltl bNthND 1n 
ooat111 '° 1slda oounaTt li 1111171,e ot Oo4. Ill' 
wwr then waa, 1t the preaoben unan1aoual7 ob.oON 
•• X alaall not aot 1n "'1• u I haw bl,llerto ._. 
b7 llr. Veale7•a appointaent. 'Jibe 4eaign ot oi-pllla
inl '11.e NetWl••• 1a4'o an DMlepentl.ell, &p1aeopal 
Churoh, wu opened to the pN&ohera present., and 1t 
1IU apeei M oall a pMftl ooatenaoe, to ••• at 
Balt1aore the ••uin& Obr1atmuJ u &lao that brother 
Oarrettaon go ott to nrpnsa to sift notice tbereot 
to our lDNlbNa ill '1le aoulh.9 

Bnk1el Cooper. who waa to become a taaoua Delaware 

llethodiat Ul4 1natrumental 1n to\lft41na the church at lletlport, 

baa left bis own acoouat ot the 4nmat1o ... tinl ot Coke aa4 

A■b\D7. Amons b1a papera this atateaent appeared• 

While Gou wu preacmsna, A1bu17 o ... into tbe 
aonpepuoa. A ••lea paUM UMI 4Mp elleaee 
took plao• at the oloae ot th• ffftlOllt u an 
in.ten&l tor s.a,rcNluetloa ..a ulutats.oa. blnlr, 
and Cole•• with heart• full ot 'brotllerl7 ld.lMlne••• 
&ppNaolled, ........ ,..., aaluled •uh 0,11.e •• '1'M 
otawr. preaohen at ~ .... tille, wre Ml te4 into 
8JIIP&IIQ' a.ad teare. l'be ll&OftlNll.t of the Lord. 1a 
supper waa .. 1nsateNd. b7 thAI 4oetoi- and llhatooat 
to ··••nl h\mdred. and. lt ... a bl•••e4 MUOD '° ...,- aoula, llllll• Sa '1le hel7 0Nllla,1on '-7 
cU.aoerned, tbi'ough talth, the Lord'• 'body aa4 allowed 
tortll Illa ... .,. It la Ula ..._ atteot1ng to -, 
aao17 u :Lt wu the t1ret \1ae I ever partook ot the 
Lol'4'• Suppe•, D4 u.e nn, ,1:me tllat the ordtnanoe 
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It was not l■lNJT'•-, to a1, and. wait un,11 the 

preaolutn oo\114 ua..,l• s.n kl U.ON. At tbe eloae ot the 

BU'N,t•• Cb&pel ••'inc, n.. 'Bloal• Colee, ao latelr ot 

oouaopo11ta Load.oa, waa •••• ott oa a pNaoll1ng 1ioUJt 1lba, 

ooftre4 a thouaaad 1111•• ot AMl'ieaa .U•l'Maa. lftla,ooa, 

aad Vue7 NN 1n,roc1uoed to AMrican oirouit riding bJ' 

.1o1nina Aabu17 on an extended preaolWlg tour ot JlarJland. 

1he Chriatmu Conterenoe at Lovel7 Lane Chapel 1n 

Baltimore wu CUT1e4 on with cU.apatoh. In ten da711' t1M 

'1le new ohuroh waa orpniHd u an ind.epend.ent bodJ', al\houlh 

it cletel'N4 to John Veale7•• wiahee. It•• agreed that the 

organisation would be ep1aoopal ill tom and would be oallM 

the llethodiat Bpiaoopal, Church. Coke an4 Aa1N17 wre 

unaniaou&lJ' elected u General Supel'intendenta. and Aabu17 

on auooeaa1Ye da7a,... made deacon. elder, and euperintelldent. 

A 41ao1pl1ne and. 11turs, copied l&rpl1' troa Veale7•a worka 

Nre adopted. 

thus the llethocliat Bpiaoopal Ch\lrch wu the tlrat 

, coloni&l religioua bodJ' with 014 World tiea to aohieve in• 

dependence. Perbapa tblll 1ndependenoe 1a not ao dittioul t to 

explain llhen 1t 1• lWllbeNd that the Alllrioaa Nethocl1ata 

lO Alexander B. Cooper, llethocliam 1n ... C&atle, 
Delp&N, 16. 
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were tied to John Wealey ratMr \ban to a lOD1◄8tabl1ahe4 

eoclea1uUoal bodJ'. llan7 ot the Allerioan ...-.n batl ne••r 

belonpd to the ctmNh ot lnglanl, and, therefore, 414 not 

teel that tbeywere le&Y1n& pariah elera and l,1ahopa to 

follow unol'da1ned mtm. Jn Del•are u 1n o'lmer plaoea ao• 

o1t1Hlla te1, IION at eue Sa the e-,e11 tban lhflJ' Ui In 

._ Aql1oan elmi-ohea, aOIIII ot wbloh bad Mftr IJMn ■J11Pathe,:10 

with 1rlle..,, ealh.ualua. 



CIWUR y. 

'IHI DtBO»IS'l' BPISCOPAL OBUllCB AS If 
PUJlftIOIIID DI DILAVARI 

l. ml PIRSODBL 

'lbe penanael ot-. 11Mle,...ea, olauroh na d1Y1 .. cl 

1n\O tour •••••n•• wllea .. work ot the Chrietu.a Ocmterenoe 

was tlnlahed. fte lle~•k ill .. laware probabl7 registered 

u auoh appNYal or tU.aapproval u arq other poup over the 

arrangael\U that .... --• ,own WN ,u, 111"> tile band.a 

ot the 'blahop wbloll ••••• extraorUaarr 1n ex'Mllt to moat 

people. 81■ •u '1le power ot ol'till&Uoa over other biahopa • 

elclera, UMI Maoona. H1a tu•1•• laolutlefl pNa1d1ng at ooa

terence■, appo1at1Dc pftaollen '° oirou1,a, an4 re .. 1v1ng 

appeal.a tl'Oll Uut elero D4 ,11e la11i1'• Since tltAI ltiahop wu 

not pel"llit'4Hl '° have a looal tiooeae., it wu expeoted that lie 

would travel at large through tblt clenoa1nat1on UNoting the 

work o~ the ohuroh. Deap1 te auoh heavy Napona1b111 ti••, a 

b1ab.op waa pa14 no more than a 111niater, and he ooul4 be cle• 

posed and expelled tor orime or illproper oonduet. !be 1ntant 

ohuroh 11U tortunaw 1n ohooaing able aen tor the higb.eat ott1N. 

Proa th• b8s1nn1na 1;he ep1aoopao7 .tuat1.t1e4 itaelt b7 providing 

an ettioient torai ot church govermnent. 

'lbe aaSn:t.etratlve ottlolal with whoa \lie people ow 

into Jll09t tn•••' oontaot 1tU-. preuller 1n ...._ or Ult 
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pNa1d1na elcler. !b1a 111111 m appointed ., UMt blab.op to 

Hn• u b1a repreaentaUft 1ft a deaipated ana. Patil •tt 

Garber oallecl the pre•S.dlns el61r tbl advance pucl ot the 

obuJtOh, ....... hfll tol'IIM MW cdNulb ... cU.Noted the 

lllaeloaal'J', SUlld.,- SellOol, U4 eduoaUonal wol'lc.1 , ... 1d'Mt 

•--1,,. a&U.• ........ tor tbla ottloe ta 11M. Abel 

SMveu Uated ... followlll&t 

... '° ..... , 4'he .,..... ........ •11 aad 
... , aot111111, '° NmW uouu .,._...1,,, '° 
rea,alate 1;bl9 "11ds, M appolln all • .._... 
ancl leaders. '° ICMJ) 11atomt.•ta and low teuta, 
to 11o.1• Quaner1Y eoateNDoe•, to lake .... ot 
n»»1J1.n& MOlca - .. ••• s..,,., '° ...... , 
11■\a-ot-\he aoeleUea, '° .... an aoooun ot 
uae ur..s.u eve1711a1t ,. .. '° .. ot-. 

· auper1atendeak!;f:'° ... , \be IIU'IUd ... anl ............................. 
ur, to overlook •MWU'd•• aoeoua~, '° lllllr8 
a Nplar ealal~ ot lllfl ....... ot 1111 aooie• 
,s. •• u tbe7 live la hcNH .... to 1 .... Ida 
ne•aHI' a ,..Uoular M4\I01lln ~ Ille •·· Of 
tbe eiNult, to ..roroe 1111111 Nl•• on OfflUIIIIIM ......... , ... '° ...... Nl•• 1' .. •ooie'»' anoe a ,ear'° eaoh ..._.. .. ,1oa. 

S.rvilla Ulllllr tbl prealCSWS el .. r •" 1ib.e ..,. ...... 

wbo W looaMt or MIilet. ill a '°118, _. 1lle elNtail . .wen 
wboae oonprep.UOM •N aoa,teNMl O'fV 1--- ...... a.a. 
WN alao helpere. thee• Mn oeCIUPU'I Ille poalUoaa ot 3UD!or 

PNaoblN and NM pel'lll,'414 1k» ......... to ... , lbl ..S.tJ' 

and U. IHIIMla •elclJ' • a4 to Yialt tbe at•• OIi IIO oonti• 

\loa OOUld "'1IJ' atwdatater .. r.o..t•• SllppW _. Ollly on the 

l ,-i llett oart,er, fte !!!1;)lc!MfM 11! One Peoel•, ao-21. 
1 SMveu, a.,a.ot the !!!'!!!111.!: ¥•ooft! Cburoh 1n 

the !M:1i!4 §le'!•• a, . 



wrlttea UNoUon of tu b11llop eoultl \IMIJ' ftM Ula aol'lllfts 

aal ••..SIii ••"1••. After the earl~ 79U9 tbe te111 "belper" 

...... iaM Ule IION "pnaoher.• 

Aa the clenoa1nat1on 1noreue41W1111rioall7, idle Delawue 

oonpregatlona .. ,.. Yialted. 1••• tre41\1entl7 b7 the Oeaenl 

Superintendent. 'l'h• preacher in ob&rp oue quarterly to a 

0011■1.1n1t7 or tiatrlct to hold the oonteren.oe, but 1;he aooiet7•a 

oloaeat oontaot ... w1th the o1rou1t r14er unleaa a preacher 

had looated 1n the area. 

Iha ltlaenaq ..,.. the 111,11oc11a, Clt:uHh peat. Aooord.• 

111a to CIU'ber '11.Ne '111ap WN neeeaa&J7 tor'- •uooeaahl 

atllda:l•traUon ot 1Sbe 11tinerant ,1aa1 t1ra,, a NQOUlllle 

autboritJ' to appolat \be pNaohera to tllelr rea,eo,1ft ur
oulta 01' ... ,lOIIIIJ ....... , ldalaten who .... •1lllna \0 allow 

OimeN '° o11oo.. tor lbea Ulelr field ot lal,or J ... 1m1Jtt1. 

1.,... Who woal4 toNao 1dle pr1vUep ot ••l••tlna "'111• 

puton.3 eon, lfba,ooa,, aa1 ••»-•lally u1>u17 wre ale 
.. sns.a,ratore, and they "re fortunate 1n t1aH.ng IIUl7 •• 

who were w11111ta to Oaft'J' out Veale7-•a wolk on tb.e o1rou1ta. 

lloat of 1lbe o1rous., riden •n 70Ulla \IJlll&ft"iM ... , 

some ot whoa were the dea04tndanta of the tint native preaoben. 

'l'h• 1 t1nenao7 1IU a ltal'd lite. A full aohedule ot appoint--

men ta __ , .Will& Oftr all ldDdl ., Mrraift 1d.tllout Nsa,r4 

3 Garber, op, o1t., II. 
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tor •••tit.er or pbpioal &Umenta,. llen 41H early 1n the wol'k. 

Lucoock cl1acoven4 that ot the 650 preaohen •ho Joined the 

1t1nennq at Ute opening ot the ninewentb oentu17., altout 

500 bad to looa'8 beoauae "'-7 ••N too worn out to traYel 

tuztthe.-.4 lleuona tr,z, looatin& •re uaually poor health, a 

laok ot t1nano1al auppon, or a cleaire to MlTJ' Ud ea-..liah 

a b.ollle. 1'be NJIIDUlt a,111 la unioe haa been p1oture4 aa a 

group ot phJaioal• 110ral, and 1ntelleotual gianta. JlaDJ' ot 

\be 7cnma •• aoq1Jiftd U. rol,ut heal th wh1oh tile wodc .. _ 

und.84. 'l'hia obaraoteriaUo with 1ta ao•OIIPU1'111& pod 

ap1r1ta Ul4 humor helped 1n pSn1ng the oontidence ot the 

eve174&7 people aaona 1lhoa D1eh ot the wol'k wu done. A good 

aeue of h\lllO!l lfOUld .... to bave l>ffn a prial NC(U1a1te 1a 

Y1•• or Dr. Cole••• story ot the eplit buah.5 'l'hia device 

uaed b7 o1rouit ridera to Mrk \he rs.pt path at a Junot1on 

or oroearoa41IU frequently taapeNCI with 'b7 the UftlOCUJ• 117 

mald.ng the ap11t buah point 1n another 41reot1on, lt waa eaa7 

to send the poor 01roult r1cler 1111•• 1n the -rona Ure•t1on. 

fbere •re no 1111d.a'9rial va1ns11a aebool• 1a the eul7 

U78, and aoat ot tile lletbotiat oireuit l'idera .. re pacluatea 

ot -.Z.U.h C:Ollep.•6 The7 lea.med 1n '11• aohool ot experience 

" 'l'be Stor,r ot llltwlaa, 119. 
5 V1111aa VUTen Sweet, R•lkS:on 111 the Develo1!!9t ot 

lMr1oan Cul\!ne 11e-181M>, 118. 
6 lb1d., 110. 
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. by trave11q with an olter preaoher before golna on a eirouit 

ot their °""• Wea1•7'• Nl•• urpcl Naular beun fop re&flina 

and atuq. 1110a, ot 11111011 wu done 1a tile •a4cll•• Ia 1816 

the General CoDreNnM, a la•~ bodJ', _.. a provialoa 

that eaell umual oonteNnoe should aet up a OOllrH ot •tudi' 

tor 111nlater1al OUMllcl&t:ea. Wo one eo11ld IN noe1ve4 ln\o 

tull oenneo,s.oa wltllOUt glvtng aa,1ataoto17 ••lct.aoe ot 

11Utery ot the uelped t,oou. S7lvanua Duvall eoneludN tbat 

tor the 111\hodlate tbl■ ,ne ot on•tb••.1ob tn1n1na vu ideal 

because ot the urpnc7 ot the task, the aillplioit7 ot the 

•••aa•, the nature ot tM o0111Un1t1ea to be urved, and thAt 

ver17 oharaoteriat1oa ot the itinerant plan., 1n wh.101\ onl7 a 

tew 1el'lll0na "" preaehe4 before the rider wnt on to another 

oharp.T 

In \be IJelimdJls the appo1Rt■1nt to a o1"'11'1 W ao 

t1xed tem 1Nt waa left t,o ti. dlaere\loa ot the blabop. 

People 1lbo had ha4 no preaoher tor ,-an. or llbo had hNM 

one 1fttrecauen,11, ...__. M1l7 eballpa. 'Ille tel'II ot an 

appointment ... tlrat lenphene4 tl"OII tov to e1x aonu.. av 
lSOli mn •re appointed to a ellarp tor wo ,-an. ID 186'J 

the lonpat tel'II had been extencle4 to three 79ara. 

!he trawllng preaeber 111 Dllawue uaual.17 reoe1ve4 

room aa4 board troll ■01lll ....,.rot the eongrept1on during hia 

atay in the ooanmlty. Some ot the wll-to-do, wh.o "" leaden 
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in the aoo1e'7, added to their hOll8a at tlle tint tloor l•v•l 

"the preaober'• rooa.• ltd.a wu a •lnll• NOii with. a fireplace 

an4 a private •U'UlM wbicll ... kept 1n l'Mdineaa tor 

the preacher•• v1a1ta to the circuit. !be &4dit1on ot auoh 

a room wu ao, onl7 an ev14enoe ot pnuine b.oap1tal.1'1', bu, 

• ., .. 4 aa undentaadtag ot '1\e t1naae1al atatua ot ~ 

pnaoher. 0a aa allnanoe ot &11out oae INll4red doll.an a 

,ear wh1ob 11&8 aelcloa paid :1n full, the 1Dn WU a l'UXUJ7 the 

itinerant oaul4111 attoftt. 

the 111'11odiat m1n1aten were d1ac1pl1ne4 b7 the Annual 

Cont•reaoe .. , Nll aa .. ,. poftrt7. l'b1a \tOcl7 »uHd on Ute 

ohanoter ot all ldll1awn la een1oe Uld w.a .,., r1s14 1n 

the aupel'Ylaion ot moral• and eOJ14'1o,. 'lhere ..... 4 to be 

an allloat fanatical dete1'111n&t1on to keep the m1niet17 a 

peouliar oall~. !be tollowin& excerpts troa the ll1nu'9• 
give ao• lclea ot the extent ot 'bile diaoipline atteotin& the 

Nethod1at 111n1ater. one entr, 1ft tile lllnutea tor the ooater

enoe ot April M. 1780, Npl.&'84 .,_. pN&...-•a tla1l7 routine• 

QueaUon 11. O\IP, no• all our fN&oben w Jllllce 
oonaeienoe ot r1a1n& at tour1 anti 1t not, ,et at 
t1Ye, &114 la 1, aot a abaM ror a fN&aer to be 
ill NC '1ll8e1x 1a 1.be IIOftdalt A.naw...aadou'bted.17 
tbeJ" otllb'. 

Another ent17 tJIOll U. IIS.nutea ot Apl'll 16, 1181, illuatrated 

the atten1s1on paid'° ttMt tftlmng ot .. JOIDII MD-. It Nadl 
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The oloae regulation ot all those in the service ot t;tae 

churoh was 1lluatrate4 by the problema that wre 41acuaae4 at 

eve17 oontereaoe u the tollow1111 entriea 1n '11a JUnutea point 

out: 

Queat1cm 8. Shall all the traveling Preachers take 
a lloenM troll eve17 oonterence, 1Jlport1111 that the7 
are Aaa1atanta or helpers 1n connection with us? 
Ana-r--Yea. 
Question 10. · Oucht it to be atrlotl7 •nJoined on 
all our local Preachers and l.xhortera, that no one 
preaUll9 to apeak 1n publio without taklns a note 
every quarter (11' required) and be examined b7 the 
A■aiatan\ w1,h reapeot to bi• 11te10b.1a qua11t1oa
t1ona and reception, Answer--Y••• 

Jfroa the IUnute■ ot April 11, 1781, tour 1Jlportant 

caueationa relate to the probl• ot rep1a,1oa ot the 111niat17. 

'fbeM&NI 

~ueat;ioa 13. Bow ab&ll •• more etteotlvel7 guard 
ap1.Jlat d1aorderl7 travel11as Preaoheret Anawer-
Vl'ite a, the 'bottoa ot •••17 oen1t1eate, the 
author1t7 thia oonvep 1• l1111te4 to the next 
ooaterenoe. 
Queat1on 14. Bow muat •• do it a Preacher will 
not cleaiat atter be- found gu1ltJ't Answer-
Let the nearest Assiatant stop h1ll 1Jmae41ately. 
In brother Asbury•• abaaoe let the prttaobera 
1ntona Iba people ot ihe rul••• 
Question 15. How ah.all •• aore ettect1ftl~ auard 
ap1nat d1aol'derl7 local Preaoherat An••r--Write 



at the bottoa ot the certitioaw, 'l'bia oonve7a 
authorit7 no longer than iou wal1c upr1ptly, and 
aubld.t to the 41reot1on ot the Aaa1ataat Preaeher. 
Question 16. a,, •bat rule shall we conduct our
••l••• to•arda the J)ft&OMN Ulcl the people that 
aeparate uat Anawer--Disovn theJl.ll 
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Again 1n the lliautea ot April 30, 178', ti- .... eubJeot 1■ 

band.led. !be,- Nadt 

QueaUoa 8. Ho• ahall N keep pod order among 
the Preacher■ , and provide tor contingenoiea in 
the vaoaaq ot oonterenoe and a1111enoe ot the 
General Asa1atantt Anawer--Ltlt U1J three Aaaiat
anta do wba.t aq be tbou&bt ••t •11Slble, oall 
to an aooount, chars•, •u,rnd or receive a 
preacmer till oont•ren•. 

'fhe lite ot the itinerant Methodist 111n1ater waa hard, 

and there ltU little 1n the 1f&J' ot tinano1&1 NWarcl to•

oourap h:1.11. Aooording to ti. llinutea ot 177!1 eaeh traYeling 

preaohar who bad Nflm reoe1Ye4 into tull oonneet1on na to 

have the UH and property ot bi■ hone wtdob oould be 1\araiahed 

'by mv o1Nu1t.13 koh man •u to Noe1v• au pouada aMrl• 

in& 1n Penna7lYU11a ourreno7 a quarter. or abOUt $64.oo a ,-ar, 

plua b1s trav•lins obarpa. Bve17 aaa1atant waa to Mk• a 

pneral oolleo'1on at kater •h1oh wu applied'° the •1nkina 

t\1114 tor~ ultta on the born• and'° Nlieve the preaahen 

1n ... ,. 

'!'he Ninutea ot 1TT9 1nd1oate that tht eonterenoe de

cided that quarterap was to be 4•n1•4 to any itinerant 11ho 

ll Ibid., 5'l. 
11 DJ4 •• 10. 
13 %bid., 11. 
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could travel and clid not.14 Aa a turther aeaauN ot d1so1-

pl1ne any preaoh.er who received aone7 by su'bacription 11aa to 

be exolude4 trom the llethod1at eomwot1on. 

At the Conterenoe ot 17811t wu ._cidecl that every

thing the 111niater reoeiv .. , •1._r in moae7 or olothinc 

would 'b• evalua'-4 b7 bS.11 and,,. ihe atewar4a at a quarterly 

... t1na. A det1o11. ahould be Nported. to the oontennoe. BJ' 

tbi■ 19&1' tbeN •zie aOlle pl'Otit• troa the Book Coaoem which 

oould be applied. 111th the oonterence oolleotiona, to aolving 

the probl• ot 4e'bt. 

Apparentl.7 b7 17~ ■oae ot the 1\1aeranta who bad 

•rried NN 'beMt b7 the problea ot aall allowaaoea and 

growing ta111••• Iba oom-ereaoe ot th1a 741ar deoided that 

the allowanoe (the word ■al&l"J' 11u not app:roved ot) tor each 

preacher and ••oh •1te •ould be t64.oo. An a441Uonal t16.oo 
waa added tor eaoh ohlld un4er a1x ,-ear■ ot ap Uld about 

$20.00 tor eaoh oh114 over au an4 \lftMr eleYen. Por ollildrl\tn 

over eleTen there ••• no provision. Jliniawr■ •re probilt1ted 

troa ukilag tee■ or preaenta tor oond11e-t1a& bapt1••• •rri&&•, 

or funeral Hrvioea. It Ul1' aone7 wu alffn tor~•• rites, 

it waa to be oreditect to ,be pNaober•• allowance 'b7 -- cir

cuit atn&Rla. U an,- aone7 ... 1n ex•••• ot-. allowance, 

it wu tumed o••r to the Annual CoU-eNRoe to M uae4 1n 

making up the allowance ot some other preacher. suoh 

14 Jl,14., 31. 
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arrangeMnte aa these made it d1tt1oult tor married preachers 

to support their tUl111es and each year a tew more would 

locate. 'l'h• JUnutea of 1787 aalced the question: 

Are not ll&ft1' ot our Preaohera and people 41•
aatietied with the salaries allowed our married 
Preachers, who have ohilclrent 
Anawer--'lh.497 are. 'l'heretore, tor the tuture, no 
married preacher ■hall d•and more than tortY
•11ht pounds a 19ar (Penna7lvan1a currency).15 

Ten years later the problem ■till existed. On Deceaber 6., 

1797, the syapathetio Dr. Thoma• Coke wrote to Bzelciel 

Cooper ot Delaware aa tollowa: 

117 dear Brother: I have long poaned 1n ap1r1t 
over the loaa •• autterecl b7 the wi thdra•in& ot 
our •rriecl m1niatere on this oont1nent troll the 
pneral work tor the want et support. '1'he eY11 
1uata1ned b7 thia 1• unaeaaurable. I therefore 
wish to deY0'8 60 pound.a per annua ate1'11ng 
(♦266.64) toward the help ot oui- •rr1e4 m1nis
tere, till then be a replar and •utt1o1ent 
auppl7 tor them, on the tollowlna plan, namely: 
It J"O\I t1nd out b7 peraonal 1nte"1ew, or by 
oorreapondence, that any preacher who 1a a 
ftluable un ln the work la pins '9 sit down, 
or ia •rr1ed, and because he baa not autt1c1ent 
support tor himaelt and tud.lJ', and you have 
reason to believe that the want ot support 1a the 
true reason or hia ao1a& to 111\bdnw troll the itiner
ant plan, or of his having w1th4rawnJ? HI ot you, 
1n auch oaae, to otter to bia, 1n 117 DaM 20 pounds 
a ,-ar aterling (t88.88) ,111 euoh ts..t •• a regu
lar and autt1c1ent aupport be provided, if be will 
contln\le on the 1UMrant plan •••• I obooae to 
put cont14ence 1n the brethren concerned, and, 
therefore, would h&Ye the whole ,.ar • • allowance 
IIIMI• to th.ea at the OOIIUftCeMllt ot 1t •••• !'ell 
thell, alao, '11&' I expeet UW• '° keep title a 
eecret, aa tho diaooveey ot it lligbt prevent rq 
tr1en4a aaaiatiag ae to bear-, tnv•lin& expenaea; 
'but it it be dl•oovered by the Mana or drawing 

15 Ib14., 104. 



billa on me, lat it be discovered 1n auoh1gaae, 
let not the good be loat on that aooount. 

In 18oo 1t waa 4eo14ed that marriage tees ••re the 

private property ot the preaohera to whoa the7 were a1ven. 

At the .... tiM a plan ot relia.t tor superannuated pru.ohera, 

w.iclowa, and orpbana called the Preachers• 1fun4 •aa aet up. 

'l'hia relief waa provided b7 th• preaohera theuelvea by 

paying on their adm1sa1on to the oonterence a sum equal to 

ta.67 1n Pederal money and f2.00 ann:ual.17 thereafter. 'lbe 

receipts collected were to be kept b7 three treuurera, 

three olerka, and three 1napectora. As the need arose, worn 

out preachers could draw $61J.oo yearly trom the tund. Vidowa 

could pt ♦53.33 and "eve17 oh114 reoe1ve4 once tor all ♦53.33 

but not until t6.67 bad been paid ia."17 U aubaor1pt1ona 

ftre ne&J.ecte4 tor thNe yeara, the agreement waa cancelled 

unless the preacher had been sent out ot the United States 

by the oonterenoe. 

In 1800 Dr. Coke again showed h1a 1ntereat 1n the wel

fare ot the •n an4 their tad.lies by auaeating that eaoh 

circuit provide a parsonage, •tum1ahed at leaat with he&Y7 

tumiture" or else that the circuit "rent a house tor the 

married preacher and h1a taail7, and that the annual oonterence 

aaa1at to make up the rent ot such houses, as tar as they can, 

16 George A. Pboebua, Bew ot Lipton larly Nethod1aa 
In Anaerioa, 139-140. 

17 Stevena, Hlatory ot the llethodiat IP1aoopal Church 
in the Vn1'd Sta91, n~IW.-lb3. I 



11hen the o1rou1 t cannot: d.o •. 1 t. •18 lxoept tor the larger c1 tiea, 

Dr. COke•a advice •as little heeded, and preachers with 

tamiliea ••re uauall7 oblipd to locate or ■utter the iaoon

venience ot moving their tu111ea to o1rcu1ta where they must 

purchase or rent a bOM. BJ' 1811 the continuation ot the 

1t1neranoy ..... d aaauNd aa aore c1rcu1ta an4 atat1ona began 

to provide a hOM, in addition to the preaoberlt allowance. 

,ro■ 1800 to 1816 the allowance tor all preacher■, 

blabopa, and prea1d1ng elclera ••• t8().oo a 19ar plus travelin& 

expenaea. Atter 1816 the aaount was raiae4 to t100.oo yearly 

but wu hardl.7 ever paid in tull. Lucoook wrote a 

koh Annual Conterenoe had a Coaitte• ot 
Det1o1eno1•• which spent 1ta t1M ti&Uring 
out 111an■ to raiae •llOUSb to make it poaa1ble 
tor the 'brethren who bad not received enough to 
live on to pq tha1r del)ta and So on to the 
next appointment-.-19 

lI. AJ>IIDIS'IRAUU IIIITDIOS 

Adllin1atration ot the Jletho41at Church was generally 

handled tbroush two oonfereno••• '1'he General Conference, 

composed ot l&Jll8D and min1atera. •t quadrenniall7. As the 

aupreae ohuroh bo4y·1t had extensive power,, aaong which waa 

the election ot biahopa. Annual Conterenoea were preaided 

over b7 the bishops. At theae uetinga, where 1.,-n Hre 

only apeotatora, the ,ear's work wu reported, the character 

18 
lane•, A BhSiAl'Y 9t 1ibt lttllof.11t 1¢199Nl Church, ll, 

19 'fbe'storz: ot Nethocliaa, 273 
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ot eaoh pi-eacher acrutinized, an4 •• preachers were adJaitted 

on trial or into tull ..-.rllhlp. Buaiaeaa waa put &aide 

three tillea a clay tor preaohing. At the laat ••ting ot the 

aeaa1on the preaiding biahop read out 'he appo1ntmenta, wh1oh 

according to Stevena .. re peetecl with eJaoulatlona ot pra19r., 

aoba, or ahouta.10 With the •'-nsSng ot 014 Hundred and the 

apoatol1c blessing, the circuit riders were 1n the saddle again. 

At tint theN was one Annual Conterenoe to lncl\Hle all 

a1n1stera, 'but t,7 1796 there were aix, ... ,in& 1n var1oua parta 
. /-7 ot the oount17. '1'he tiret oonterenoe held 1n ,11e state •t at , . 

Choptank, Xen1l CountJ', on April 18, 1779. In Tb! garden of 

llethod1a, B. C. llallllllD aa14t 

'lh1• Contereno• was the tirat sectional con
tereno• ever held 1n the continent and, tor 
tt. firat t1JII 1n the male ot llethotlia, 
the7 elected a man to be General Assistant, 
Jllr. Aa\N17 aena1n& ~ o-J•c,1on ot 11111" 
Bngl.1ahMnJ even though he be llr. Wesley, 
appolntin& hill, bad the ln.•t.hren eleo, their 
cbo1oe, which reaultecl 1n Aebur,'• elevation 
to the head ot the Allenoaa Churoh.11 

'l'be tenth conterenoe alao IMtgan at Choptank but was adJoumed 

to continue 1D 11a1,1aore in Ap1'11, 1781. Ballman telt that 

apeo1al conaenta NN aade 1n ~ ll1nut9f •oawa• the•• oon

terenoea •re 1t0 looal 1n natuN that 1, ••--• neoeaaar, to 

emphasize their vallclit.7.12 In the lf1DU'M~ tor 1779 the 

20 BiatoH of the lllethodiat g1acoptl Church 1n the 
United Statia, • Ito. 

11 ,. 15. 
II lbld. 

' . 



question was aakeda 

WhJ' ••• the Delaware Oonterenoe beld? Anewer-
for tM ooavelllenoe ot the preaoben 1D the 
northern atat1ona, that•• all might have an 
opportun1t7 ot ... ,111& 1n oontereaoe. it beinl 
1na4v1aable tor Brother Aabu17 and Brother 
Butt, with aOlle oW.ra, 1;0 attencl 1n VS.rpnia, 
1t 1a conaidered &lao as preparato17 to the 
oontereao• 1a Virgia:la. Our Mn,1aeata to be 
Si••n 1n lty Bl-other Watten. ll'&lloia Aa1>u17 
prea1 ... over Ulia oonteNace.23 

Probabl7 beoauh ot th• oo-nt provoked 117 the meeting 

despite the explanation, the 1781 JU.nute• read aa tollowac 

Wh1 waa the oonterenoe begun at Choptankt 
AnaNl'••h examine-. .. •be oould aot go to 
Baltillore, an4 to provide auppl1ea tor the 
o1roult •here the Lord 1• laaldiatel7 pour-
ing out h1• Spirit. Ia there aft7 precedent 
tor ttda 1D the eoono117 ot lletho41amt Yea: 
llr. Weale7 pneral.17 hold.a a oonterence 1n 
Ireland tor the .... purpoaea.2~-
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Contereno•• MN held at Duak Cl'Mk Croaa Road.a 

(SIQ'ma) 1a 1790, 1791, &114 1791. At tlUa lut ... ,1ng 

•rano1a Aabu17 intro4uoe4 a nn tea,ure 1,71nelu4111g the 

olua le ... n, local preaehera. UICI e.xhortera. Be oownted 

in h1a lo!!!Ml on Septeabe• 10, 17911 

••• 'fb.e nut dq l ro4e to Duek Creek Croaa Roada, 
State ot Delaware, to hold conterenoe. Ve were 
tull ot l>uaine••· ... ba4 lUe an4 li'bert7. I 
Mt the leaclera and looal brethr9n 1n the ainiatr,, 
and •• bad a powerful tilltl. I recu••tecS tbea to &1•• an account or their past and present ex
perience; the ■tate or their reapeotive tam.11ea1 
and the olaaa•• the7 had. the obarp ot, togflther 
•1th tbe proapeota ot religion where tbe7 lived; 

13 111nutee, 18-19. 
p P,14., ••• 
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they un4eratoo4 •• and epoke muoh to the purpoae. 
We parted with a good love-teaat, from wh1oh the 
p7 an4 worldly, at leut, were excluud, it w 
clid not keep out ainnera, Phariaeea, amt h7J,ocr1tea.25 

'the conterence aet again 1n SIQTD& 1n 1793, 1800, 1803, 1810., 

and 1817. J. N. •ocarter quoted one writer as aa7ing: 

On the part ot the 1nhab1tanta ot SIIJT'D& no 
attentiona were wantina to Nmer the preaohera 
comfortable and happ7. the ••b•ra ot th1.a con
terenoe w111 long reta1n 1n gratetul ancl pleaaing 
remellberance the kindnclaa and hoap1tal1t7 ot 
their Sanna triencla.16 

Prom. the J9&r 1803 on, th••· 111fft1nga ••re held &8 the Ph1la

delph1a Conterenoe ot the llethod1at &piaoopal Church. OM 

other oonterenoe wae held in Delaware betore 18301 this met 

at 111.ltord 1n 1811. 

'!be ooatnence ot 1800 ...... to provoke IION 0011Nn, 

than &nJ' other aNOh ••tin& held in Dllaware. It ... held ., 
'\ 

sll7J'IIII beoau•• ot the ep1d.eld.o ot pll01t teftr 1n Pb1ladelpb1a. 

B1ahopa Aab\lry and Vhatooat pnel .... the latter tor the t1rat 

tiM 1n Delaware. A gruiJ wave ot enthuaiua enplted the 

... ting. •atbalt. Banga thought 1 t ••• broup.t 1k> Slrynl& 1>7 tile 

11U1J JO\IIIS oonvel'ta an4 aore ezperieaoed. Oltriatiana Whoo ... 

troa the General Conterenoe llb1Clh bad a4Joul'ftfl4 1n Baltlaore 

two weua prev1oua17.'Z'T 'l'hollaa ware telt that the •~slua 

15 68 Journal, n, 1 • 
16 J. •• NcC&rter • B. P. lack1on, B1ator1cal and 

B1ograpb1oal Bnozo1oe,c11a ot 1!9laware, 1,tf. 

f7 A Hiatoq ot the !!9thod1at 1f1aoopl Churoh, II. 99. 
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had really begun two years earlier in Pennaylnnia, but until 

1800 11; Juul llade little progreae on the penin■ula beoauae \he 

people ot lntluenoe 414 not approve ot 1 t. At S1Q1"11& he 

thought the work••• revealed 1n it• tl"Ue eh&n.oter and. 

oppoa1t1on enud.18 •ot onl.7 were lela•areaae atteoted, wt 
people troa the katem Shore ws.ueaaed the exciteMnt and 

carried the gracious intluenoe hOlle •1th them. 

BeJU7 Boehm attend.ad the conference aa a non-llellber, 

and ainoe be••• not obliged to attend the bua1neaa aeaa1ona, 

which laated aix hour• a day, he concentrated hie attention on 

the NY1 val. In hi• Rell1niacencea he devoted several page a to 

the scenes he witneaaed.29 Be arrived 1n SIQ'ma 1n the cOIIJ)8.ftJ' 

ot Dr. Chandler and aeveral other church leaclera and was enter

tained at the home ot George Kennard, prominent S1IJl'D& l&JIIUI. 

On Nay 30 Boehlll rode ou, with Chandler to ... , B1abopa Asbury 

and Wbatooat, only to t1n4 that Aabur, bad gone'° DoYer ancl 

would not arrive until Slllld1.7. Pre&ebSJle bacl bMa go1ng on 

tor several days •hen on S\lll&la7, June 1. a pre.pr ... ,1ns was 

held at aunr1ae and B1ahop Vhatooat preaohe4 at eleven o•clook, 

atter •h1eh a love teaat wu held. PNachlng aervicea ••re 

bald &pin 1n the attemoon and •••IWIC• ttae conrerence began 

on June 1, with AlmSn& ONn preachiDg on Chriatian Pertect1on. 

Buaineaa •et1nga tor the aixty-aix pNaohera present were held 

28 Lite and 'lravela of fbollaa Ware, 833. 
29 Bear, Boehll, PP. 11Ji-'t9. 
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1n private hoMa, leaving the Meting houH tree tor Nl1&1oua 

••mo••• Boehll thought that it was on Wednellday at tbe aun

riae ■eraon that the power o... upon the people. ftda wo1'1c 

went on all 4aJ' and until three o•oloolc the tollowing mom1111. 

At the love teaat on 'ltwreda~ the revs.val oontinu .. , led b7 

w. P. Cballdler, .Tebn Chal.Mra, and 1eaH LM. It lf0Ul4 .... 

troll the reoorda that the ••tlnp "" lwld with t•• inter• 

J11a■1ona. 101111 people .. NI converted 1n prlvate homea while 

at family pra70ra. At least 150 people were converted, and. 

ot these some 117 Joined the lletbodiet Church. Boeha aa14 

that the preacher• retumecl to their work llke tl&Na of tire. 

Sino• Bishop A■bury wu bua7 with exeou\1Ye •tten, hla 

.oo ... nte clitter 1n nature troll tho•• ot the wenty-t1ve-,-ar-

old Boeba. '!be l:»1abop wrote1 

Ve 11&4 a1xtJ'•■1x preaetwra, all oonneoted with 
the 'buaineaa ot the oonterenoe: we sat closely 
aix hour■ eaoh cla7, until Prlday 6, when a-.Out 
nine o • olook the conterenoe roe•. One hour waa 
apent 1n pul>llo eaoh dq; but Vie people W0\114 
not leave the house cla7 or night: 1n ahort. auob 
a ,111e batb , ... Hldoll lmolllll the pro'beilj.'7 
1a, that above one hundred aoula wre converted 
to Ootl. 9'e ata,1on1ns ot the pnaohera ... a 
subject tbat took-, attent1onJ it waa with the 
greateat cllttioultJ' I oould VlllHdl4-, 1111M fro• 
thi■ one hour, ,.aa, MnY minutea, b7 da7 or 
n1p.t, uaUl X read tile plan. I telt llJ'S•lt beuad 
1n apir1t, and perhaps oonac1enoe alao, to puah 
on to hold tile next·Saltltotb 111 Pblladelplda. 
Bishop Whatco!8 and IQ'aelt hasted to W11111n&ton 
on 1'rida7 ••• ·• 

Be1117 Jloeba attellded the 1803 eonteren .. at 8-,ma 

Wb1ch ...... to be •re OOllftnt1onal and laolced tile w1ld 

30 Asbury, .Journal, II, -.53. 
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enthua1aaa he ba4 •••n three iears earlier. Again Boehll 

atqed at the h.oae ot George Kennard, and he tound '118 tour-

4&7 aeet1ng to be one ot baraoll7 an4 love. 81ahope Aabu17 

and Whatooa\ preaidecl O'ffl' ,he oae lwnfl.re4 a1n1atera ptllered. 

'!he bu■iaeas ... ting• wre held in the •n•nda 11ee,1ng Hou■• 

ao that the Jlethodiat clla.pel 11oulcl be tNe tor preao1un&. 

Boeha was 111pre■■•4 'by Black larJ:7•• ••naon ot eloquenoe and. 

pcnter on the text "tlaa pe'th '° bie 10111 ho.lie." 

III. WOIISBIP SBRVICIS 

In the llethodiat Church ot tod.&J' preaob:lng aenioea 

are held at regularl7 appointed tiaea on SllDClaJ' and at 1114•111Mk. 

In the first part ot thtt nine1ieenth oen"117, preach1na aenic•• 

•re held wbanever the preuher ••• available. Word ot the 

4a7 and t111111 or bl• eoa~ng ••••• to spread fl\liolcly troa 

oosaun1t1 to ooaunit7. On bia arrival a preaeb1q sel"V1o• 

waa lleld. Aab\117 and othera cmmaent1n& on ,ne1r 1t0rJc 111 

Dela•are have deaori'bed ■ucb HrYicea. It the ...,. got about 

quiokl7, a crollCI ot a h\lnd.red. or more••• not unusual, ltut a 

""1o• wu hel4 it onl7 two or thNe taili•• arrived. tfhi• 

aituation pron.des a n1oe oontraat 1n the social custou and 

teapo ot lit• 1a '1\e ninetffn,h and. t1fen\1e'bb oeaturi••• 

Ot &N&t illportanoe '° the Jleihodi•t• were '1le quarterl7 

••tings, wh1oh ..... th• t-onrunnera of' the 08JQ'llet1nga. 

Quarterl7 meetinga •re quite different trom the buainese-like 

ad111n1atrat1ve ... t1nsa ot today. Such ptheringa wre held 
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on the o1rou1t tor an e:xmdnat1on ot ,1w work ot the c1rou1t 

riders, local pN&ohers, exhorter■, lead.en., eM1tarda, and 

later the S\lllda7 School auperinten4enta. '1'be exerc1aea were 

largely ap1r1t\l&l, beoaun pNaoh1ng began on lfr1d&J' evening 

or Satul'daJ' aoming and lasted until Jlondq aoming. People 

came troa all over the d1atnct to the boat tolnl, an4 the 

aeetiDga were oooaaiona ot preat hoap1tal1ty. 'ftle chapela 

would hardly aoooaaod.ate th• nUlllMra and Nrvieea •re otten 

held 111 toreat grove•. Henry Boehm atteclff a quarterl,-

... tinc at Jaaee hmell'• on the Dover clrou1t in the ooa

P&n7 ot Dr. Cbancller.31 B• ••• ,he around cleared, under

'bruab reaoved, and •••t• prepared tor 1,100 people 1n a greve 

ot tre••• ftlere •re three eenaona d&1l7. Boeb11 •rote that 

160 people were oonverted 4ur1fts the ... ,1ng an4 tbat thirty

tour proteaaed to IMt ■anot1t1ed. AlWlough tlle ••tinp 

ottered •vusel1at1o opportun1t7. it wu ,11e work ot omaroh 

-•rahlp \hat ••• atre••••. '1'bl preaiding elder 1lbo al'"'7fl 

preached oa 8undq cl14 not iaaue a oall tor oonY•rt• until the 

oloa1ng ••'1na• 'lhe old worth7, BenJaa1n Abbott, vu visiting 

on the Dover D1atr1et 1n 1782 and attended a quarterl7 ••tin& 

with •r. Asbury. Abbott wrote: 

llext aom111a, •• .. nt to quarwr17 ••ting, at 
Barret•• chapel. Here •• ha4 a large congregation, 
to whoa 1'rother Aabury preaohed, and att.narda 
he called on• to give.an e.xhortation. Soae ot 
the preaobera woncteftd where he lie.ii ptbere4 up 
that old tellow. I sung, pra,e4, and began to 
exhort, an4 Qod laid to his helping hand, and 

31 
Rem1n1soencea, 138-139. 



o ... dollll 1n hie Spirit•• power u 1n ano1ent 
daJ'aJ aoae tell to Ute tloor, others ran out ot 
the house, maft7 cried aloud tor merc7, and others 
were ahoutiag prd.••• '° the Clod ot hoata, with 
hearts tull ot love Di vine. Seeing the people 
■it on the 301ata up at&S.ra, I •aa atn.14 •• 
would tall throU&h, this oauaed me to witbhold.J 
l quitted the pulpit, and there waa an e.xh0rta
t1on or two given, and the meeting broke up.32 

Prequently love teaata were held at the quarterly 

Tl 

meetings. At these gatherings bread. and water were taken not 

as aacramenta but in token ot Christian love and 1n 1111tat1on 

or usage 1n the primitive church. 'fhe •llbera or the aooiet7 

were urged to declare humbly and brietl7 1n •••ting the great 

things that the Lord had done tor them. BenJud.n Abbott 

described the love teast that tollowed the quarterly aeetings 

lext morning, our love teaat began at aunriaeJ 
I 3Uat 1l&de out to get "•" u the 4oora were 
abut. 'fhe crowd •as ao great, that we could not 
go round •1 tb the bread and water u usual. It 
•aa auppoaed that u 111a1Q' nre outside u 1n the 
houae. After aillging an4 prqer, brother Aabury 
openecl the lo•• teut, and. 'bade the people to speak. 
llanJ' ot th• spoke ve17 powertullJJ several ex
hol'tationa ••re given ill iAt;erYala b7 the preaoheraJ 
n had a preoioua time. !'he house being opened, one 
or the preaobera preaohed, and ••••r&l spoke 1,7 •&7 
ot exhortation, wh1oh waa attencle4111th pow•r• and 
•• had a peaceable 11&1tillg before the Lord..33 

The Minutes tor 1173 stated: 

Ro person or persons to be admitted to our love 
teaata ottener than twice or tbrioe, lmleaa U.7 

32 .John Hirth, ;pr.tencea and Goapel Labors or the 
Rev. Ben.1am1n Abbott, l • 

33 Ib14., 129. 
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beooae MaberaJ and none to be adlllitte4 to th• 
sooiet7 more than thrice.34 

Adna1aa1on to the love teaata was gained by presenting a ticket 

aa a token of meaberahip. 'f1oketa ••re to be reneNd quarterly 

b7 the presiding elder tor mellbera who were eligible to 301n 

the tellowahip. .Toaeph Beaumont Wakeley haa publ1ahed an 

extensive atud7 of theee tiokets 1n Lost Chapters Reeovered 

Proa the .. rlz 111aton of Allerioan Jletbotiaa.35 He baa Us• 

covered that the earliest love teaat t1oketa oarrled :religious 

a,mbola such as the Bible, an angel, or Death. Jn l75't- tezta 

ot SoriptuN ••re pr1ntecl. J'roa 1785 to 1193 the t1o1te,a wre 

date• b7 the aeuona and numbered in alpb&betioal orur ~ By 

1811 they oarried Ule nuae ot the ... ber, a number, and the 

algnature ot tbe pNacher or leader. 

A much amaller religious gathering was the claaa aeet-

1ng held under the auperviaion ot a looal leader. All over the 

state Nethod1ata in groups ot twelve or so met weekly tor per

sonal examination. Members were encouraged to give voluntary

testimony on problems which they telt might also be oppreas1ng 

their tellow mnbera. The. theory- behind auoh Metinga wu that 

a member needing help would likely get it either trom the 

leader or a fellow llellber. It alao ••••« to tollow that 

11v1ns before the 1oruttnr ot aoo1ety lllllll>en would cliaoourace 

3• IUnutea, 6. 
35 ,. 412. 
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temptation and 1ncreaae the ••na• ot comn.d.eabip 1n a good life. 

'l'he clua ••tings were tborougbl.7 delloorat1c, an4 no one wu 

obliged to oont••• anything which he wanted to keep to h1llaelt. 

'there waa a rule, however, that three ooaaeout1ve abaences 

aeant the loaa ot ,tie ticket witbout lfbioh acla1aa1on to 

meetinga an4 loYe teu'8 ooulcl not be cra,nted. 

Periocl1call7 JletboUat ■oc1et1ea would meet 1n revival 

aeetinga. '1'he Reverend N. L. Scudder ha.a explained that 

Jlethod1ata 414 not hold with lnteftlittent aad·uaeven rel1&1oua 

lite. but acla1tte4 that there llftre tillea ot extnord1nal7 41•• 

pensat1on of the Spirlt.36 lletbodiata tlet1ned. NYivala u a 

tille ot awakened attention'° relig1oua t~1nP• a aeuon ot 

apeoial relig1ous intereat. In senera.1. Seu44ei- telt that 

aoa ot the delloaatrat1v• reaulta ot nv1vala ••re ben.et1o1al 

aiftce tbe7 aerved to advertise the service an4 to awaken a 

atat. ot llin4 S.n thoae who came th&I ooul4 not repel anxious 

and aerioua rel1sioua retlecuoa. Al'tllough '1MI aeetlnp were 

not peo11liarl7 lllthodist. there 1a at lea.at oae 1Dnon.t1on 

wbioh tile aeveNnd Robert v. !od.d 'believed or1ginate4 1n J>ela

ware. He 00-nted.1 

Probabl7 the tirat llethodiat preacher •ho ever 
inYited awakened ainnen to l•••• tbeS.r pla"• 
in the congreaation. and. to come rorwartl and 
kneel at the 'altar• or oomaull1oa n.11. wu Rev. 
Dr. Chandler. !be 1nnovat1on was introduced 1n 

un,d•,il9c1cth!~.~Ku=,~:o!i,lr!:~. 
About a score ot persona aooeptecl the novel 

36 •• L. Scudder, laerioan Methodism, 251•166. 



1nY1tat1on; amona whoa wu the afterwards renowMd 
Laureno• Laurenaon. '!'hat•, says Nr. Boehm, '•as 
the tint ,1ae I ever••• or heard ot aoumera 
being invited to the altar.' The result ot the 
exper1aen, proved 1ta ut1l1t7. 'fbe interest be
caae concentrate4J penitents wre much more con
ven1entl7 oounaelledJ the meetinga 'beoame more 
orcterl:,J and thua unpNMdit&Md expedient or thla 
hWlble 'but might7 revivalist, introduced in this 
11t1.l• Pen1naula obapel, bu pad.ually 'beea adopte• 
through.out Methodia■J ••• the lletho41at •mourner•• 
bench,' onoe eo •rcileael7 r141oule4 t,7 our aiater 
ohurchea, under aome form and name. cue to be 
universally reoosniaed u an 1Jlportaat taoto~ la 
the aucoeaatul oonduct ot revival aeetinga.37 

A number ot revival ••tings followed the taaoua 1800 

SIQ'ffl& Conterenoe. Dr. llallm 1a a paapb.let entitled liatorz 

ot c9nteparz; lletl\ocliat related tbat under tu putorate ot 

W1111aa Colbert. Daniel Ryan, and Uward Larld.ml a Nll&rd.ing 

aeeting ••• held. at llooN •• Chapel. So MIQ' •re converted 

that it••• 111poaa1ble to house olaaaea 1n the chapel, and 

there were not enoulh ni&h,ta tor all the oluaea to meet onoe 

a ••ale. One group met at the ho• ot George Aclula, a cl••• 

leader, and his MM on the eclp ot Laurel became known aa 

"Da4dy Adams' Bouse ot Glory." Because this group waa meeting 

aom.e distance troa the chapel, a new site or worship 11aa 

founded in 1801 known aa Zion Meeting House. 

'l'h• pod work spread throup. Kent Couat7, too. lt baa 

been noted b71. •• Nocarter that 1n the five weeks after Rev. 

ThollU Sm.th and ao• colleagues oame into the work at 

37 Robert w. Todd,. Jletbo~am ot the Pen1naula, 38. 
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Black11ton Chapel 1n Kenton Hun.4re4, the7 took in 147 aem.bera.38 

'fhia revival restored the chapel tor a time to 1t• tonner 

position ot intluence 1n the state. 

Regular revival.a called ye&rlJ' ••t1np •re eatoliabecl 

in Dover 1n 1801 beoauae ot the 111.tluenoe ot the S11111'11& eon
teMnoe. Governor Buaett and. Dr. Abrabua Rid.ply requeated 

tb&t ••tinp be held tor one week 1n oh&Jtp ot the pr.aiding 

elder ot the d1atr1ot. 'l'b.oua Ware in his autol:!>iographJ' 

Stated.& 

'!'here"" but tew ot the pr1ne1pal hOUaea in thia 
lletropol1a., 1n which there were not aoae converted 
during the ... tingJ ... IION than onoe the llb.ole 
night wu employed, both 1n the ohuroh and 1n private 
house■, in P1'&1'1r to• penitent& a1UI 1n reJo1o1ng 
w1th those who had obtained an evidence ot

3
»ardonJ 

or 11ere reolaiJaed troa their 'baolcalidinp. ~ 

'!'he aeoond annual meeting ot the aeries held 1n Dover 

began on the tirat Sund.&7 1n Pentecost 1n 1802. Prequently 

some twenty preachers would be present to min1ater daily to the 

congregations ot three or tour thousand. people. On the second 

Sunday ot the 180119arl7 ... ting, tort7-tour pro'bat1onera •re 

taken into the oover aoo1e1;7 alone. Soae 150 people wre con

verted. Ware pointecl out 'bbat although 11111111" toun4 aalvaUon 

at theH 79arl7 meeUnga, the7 wre not urged to Join the 

soc1et1es. It was the usual praot1oe to put thoae seeking 

38 H1ator1cal and B1omRb1oal 1pc7clopaed1a or 
Delaware, iij • . 

39 Lite an.cl travels ot '1'hollaa Ware., 234. 
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adaissioa on probation tor a time to ~:we them an opportunity 

to retleot and e.m~ne ,heir 01111 llllnd.a and to unuratand olearl7 

the pro111.ae■ they 1111at ulce.40 

A sixth type or religious gathering was the campmeeting 

which probably developed. to ••t the needs of the great crowda 

that by this time were aaaeabling throughout Delaware tor the 

quarterly ••tings, love teasta, and revivals ot the winter 

months. 'l'h.e campmeeting ••• u irregular a ohurchl7 proceed• 

ing 1n America •• field preaching had been in Bngland. 'l'hia 

type ot service was suited to the preaohera who scorned the 

use ot manueoripta, men who were •not college bred tho• saddle 

read. •41 'fhe cuipmeeting, the work ot the Jlegee brothere, one/ 
(;,., 

a Nethocl11t an4 th• other a Preab,terian minister, or1g1natecl 

1n 'l'enneaaee in 1799. Jeaee Lee 1ntro4uoe4 it to the DelmarYa 

peninsula, and on .July 15, 1805, the t1rat meeting was held 

1n Delaware. '!he meeting place was a spot called. Paraon•a 

Hill 1n a grove ot trees about three miles aouth ot SIQ'm&. 

Benr, Boehll, a valuable olJserver ot IUftJ' interesting 

clevelopaent• 1n tbe Del&'N&re ohuroh, lett a daJ'•'bJ'-«1&1' aocount 

ot the Slll7ffl& oampaeet1ng 1n hie Jle■2n1eoenoea.J.e Be wrote 

that if•••• Lee, a aon or ,huru1er, preaahe4 the Ope.m.nc aenaon 

Jw ?b14. 
1'1 Luooook, 1614. 
41 Boehlll, p. 118-131. 
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rrom Isuah m111, 1a, aho11t1ng the awtul end ot the wicked. 

John Chaabera preaohed 1n the afternoon, eeleot1ng ltwl'ber■ x, 

1-9 as aa 1ngen1oua text tor the ooouion • .roaeph 'fotten 

spoke at n18ht. Twent7-two peraou prot••••• to have totmd 
'-

grace on the tirat da7 or the campm.eet1ng. Por tour more 4aya 

the aeraona oont1nued at e1pt o•oloak 1n the aora1ag., three 

in the afternoon, an4 eiaht at nipt. !'he naaea or the •n 

•ho preaohe4 at the tiret Delaware oaapaeet1q read like the 

roll or the earl7 aainta or the omaroh1 thollU vare, Jobn 

CbalMI'■ , .., .... ltld.na. Riobarcl L70na, V1111u B1ahop, Alvard 

White, Bphriaa Cbubera, and IU.ohard. Sneath. When the ... ting., 

which bad beea \IIMler the auperv1a1on of Vill1aa •• Cbaadler, 

closed. 1,100 bad lMten converted and 600 nnot1t1ecl. Jeaae Lee 

eat111ate4 that thouaUMla bad atMDded, and tbe •••IIP• reached 

black and lfb1 te alike. S1xt7-e1S1Lt preaohera ha4 traveled to 

Parson•• Bill, and the cries ot the cU.atreaaed and the ahouta 

ot the aavetl bad been beard tor three 11111••. Boebll tel t that 

the Delaware ... ,1np .. re unlque beeaua• no patlea111 or 

lad1ea attended tor le1aure, pleasure, or ,he pure air, ltut 

those 1n attendance went to wonc to aa•• ao\lla tl'OJI death and 

acted aa it tbe7 had. no other buaineaa. Robert Tedcl related 

a ourioua event lfhioh took plaoe dur1ng the 8IIJ1'II& ... ,1na, 
Dr. Cbuuller, apparen,17 ault•l>iallop tor the a,1re 
ternio17 ot the Peninaul&, prea1 .. 4. One dQ' 4ur1na 
the ... till&, a '9n1tlo tlmnder-atona ..... , and tbe 
oo,eaat1on No ... exoikcl ... reatleaa, bu• 11naere4 
on • P-erauaaive word.a ot the ld.n1ater ot God. 1uat 
at be Junoture wben 'the preJ:S■1nary pat bunt upon 
the enoaapaent, and the al&l'lled audience began to 
aoatter, Dr. Chane.Iler sprang to Ilia teet, and inter-



rupt1ng the epeaker aft4 calling the oongregat1on to 
prayer, he plea4e4111Cht117 th&, God wou14 atq t.be 
1'&1n, that the preaoher•a ••• ... 111Cht 'be oonoluded. 
lnataatl7 \lut lla1'k rolling cloud 'bttpn to part; a 
little apot ot ltlue etber opened. altoveJ 1114, althouah. 
S.t rained tul'ioualy on either aide, UMI inM .. tdthin 
ate• rota, aoarcel7 a drop tell within tM oonaeora.tecl 
cirole.43 

Keearter printed an .,..1tneaa aooount ot the Sao'rna 

11111et1na whiob waa written 1,7 an ans,.1abman wbo wu on a v1a1t 

to the 11n1Md StaMa. '11111 patl..an wu Nking hla •&1' baak 

to the oout after a v1e1t '° Ille interior. lllpreaaed by the 

Delaware CIIIJ■••tina, he prepareC an aoooat of 1t to 'be 

printed 1n !be Veale1!9 llaf!ZiM • 1118 aooount rea4r 

'lbe cup ... formed 1n a IMautltul p1eoe o~ wooa, 
u lt D&WN bad PNP&Nd 1 t tor •• pui,,oae. 'l'he 
tre•• ••re large aad so hllh togetller 'U'lat the 
toliap extended. to eaoh otber aa• formed a nawre.l 
bowr autt1o1eat '° abade more Ulan t1tt7 .i10uaand 
per■OIIII. trader ttio•• tre•• 1 t waa elear ot under-
1,wall, alao level UMI agreeuleJ on u. aide wu a 
brook, and aeveral llYing aprillp \o supply boUl 
man and IMIUt w1UI ..... • 'ftleN "" M&t• prepared 
tor uout J&.,000 people, and a •tand ereote4 tor the 
preaohera 1n ,11e aoat •l1&11tle pla• and •naer. 
Around Ula•• •••t• at a •llitul• di■uaoe "" about 
1,000 teats ereete4 tor \he people to alffp and live 
1n. tbere were &Nu, 1,000 earriagea ot titterent 
d.eaor1pUoaa. !he ... ,1ng ooatiaued tour 41.78 and. 
niCht• with very little 1n1Ml1'111aa1on. ftere "" 
19 traftling ant~ loeal pnaohera 'bea14ea tM 
ott1o1al OMl'&oten, exbortere, le..,.ra, eto., and 
there"" auppoaed to be tl'Oa eipt to ten '21ouaand 
people. a.re I • at a loaa to 11• a deaoriftion 
ot the work. 'fM 41Yine preaea .. , .,_.., anctpower 
aade the plao• ,ru1,. at\11, __..rtul, aa4 aaton1ah-
1ng. suob a tiae 'fffl •Je• never bebel•. Xt tar ex
o .. 4ed &DJ' 1dea l bad toNed ot the AMriean oaap
... t1ng, &li;bough I bad Mar4 UMI N&d IIOftdertul 
accounts ot them 1n the llagasinea. '!he power and 

113 
Jlethocliall ot tbe Penlnaula, 16-17. 



;raoe ot Oo4 were ao oonapiououe 1n the conv1ot1on 
and ooaYera1on ot ainaera, and in the aanotUJ'in& ot 
believer• that light and &1017 appeared. to till the 
cup both dq and nipt. 
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'l'h• order or prooeedinga troll day to d&7 vaa u 
tollowat at five o•oloolc 1n the aoming two trwapeta 
blew u a signal tor mom1n& pra,-arJ at eiaht o•olock 
preaohS.ncJ at 3 o•oloek pnaobinaJ and at B o•olock 
p.11., preaching. Signal.a tor eaoh ••re given by the 
blaata or trwapeta. 'fh• intermediate time• were 
taken up in prqiag. •1nl"'&, and other religious 
exero1••• in . the cup and teats. 'ft\e cup waa 
111\llllnated all n11h• w1 th luq,a or candlea. I pre
surae that no one oan toN a correct idea ot the 
srancture and. aol...S.t7 ot the soene who •aa not an 
•ie .... 1tneaa. I candid.17 cont••• that I have not 
languap to 4ep1ot.1t in 1'8 full UMI aupat 
appearanoe. 1roa tiae to tiM score• .. re atl'\lck 
to the pouad, eo• appearin& l1teleaa, otb.era, 
again, ol'J1ng with the moat lamentable anguish, to 
God tor •ro7. others t1ndin& peaoe and sbo\lt1na 
praiaea and glory to Go4, whlle happ7 believers in 
eoatu1es ot 30'1' au &ladne•• "re llinllin& tbe1r 
tears and voices in praises an4 halleluJaha to Oo4 
ancl th.• Lulb. Ia the oourae ot to\lr d&p, the 
preachers calculated trom three to tour hundred 
who •re oonverted to God., l>ealde■ the nua'ben who 
••re awakened and lett the place without t1nd.1ng 
peace. 'fo glYe a 111nu'4t utail or the wbole meet-
111& would take a volume. It waa ••'FT reaarkable 
t11a, 1n ■uoh a oonoourae ot people ot all 4eaer1p
t1ona, Ulat there••• the greateat order and. govem
Nnt. However, tor the purpoae ot lceepin& evemhS.nc 
1n proper order, there were seven 3uatioea ot the 
peace, an4 seven conatablea, an4 two aheritta, 
together with a larp guard ot men oonatantly on 
the ground, ao that &ft1' person or persona who mi&ht 
haft been diapoaed to diat\ll'b, or 'breecl cU.aorur 
were kept in ••• and terror. Nen ot the t1rat 
reapeotab111t1' save their conatant attendance, some 
ot whom ffN aa 11Uoh enpged in the won u any on 
the p-ound. ... peo1all7, I ooulcl but rell&l'lc, 1n a 
part1oular manner, the Hon. Riobard Bgaett, Bee., 
who lla4 tilled· a mllliber ot tMtirat ott1cea ot the 
State, and •aa lately Governor ot the State where 
the ... ung ... heldJ th.la gen\luan appeared like 
an h\lllble ohild aaona God'• people, •ing1H. pr. ay-
111&, exhortin&, etc., etc., and ~1e7, 
Bsq., late Secretary ot State, and bro r to the 
preeent Chanoellor, ••• reaal'kabl7 zealous and headed 
the c1V11 authority to keep good order, and auppreas 
&n7 •bo mlght atteapt to interrupt or 41aturb the 
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meeting. '1'111• ... ting eloaed at 7 o•cloclc on the 
morning ot the 19th ot Jul7, and a 1110at atteoting 
scene it wu. After 'bl0111Dg the truapeta round 
the oup, the preaehen eolleeted at the atancl 
before the uaeabl7. !'beJ' tell on eaob otb.ers neoka 
and wept., and th.en cl1Ul1•n4 a ... ping oongreptlon. 
o,-, Godl •bat a aoenei the 1mpna■1ona it made on 
,r, heart an4 aoul are indelible.44 

ln 1806 a meeting 11U held. near Dover with ■eats tor 

6,000 peno11a prepared. A.bout tour bUlldred tenta, wagons, and 

carta ••re found withtn the enoloaure. !'he oonveyanoea aerved 

as beds tor ao•. On Sundq, July 18, about two thouaancl 

persona gathered to hear Sumel Ooate, lolm Cbalaen, and 

Brother llidpwq. Aooounta ot the ••tin& •&7 that 198 people 

were converted. It wu at tbia ••ting that Govern.or kaaett, 

"full ot faith and the Bol7 Ghost, obtained a wonderf'lll bapt1aa, 

and gave te1tlmo117 betore the llatenina thouaanda." Bishop 

Whatooat•• work 1n the Oovernor•a bolMa had not been in vain. 

Allen lloLane was on hia knees at thia llffttng, wrestling with 

the Anpl ot the Covenant, while the teara rolled 4own h1a 

cbeeks.J.a.5 

J'reebom Qarrettaon atteaded oaapmeet1np at SIIJTII& and 

Milford 1n 1809. latban Bana• in hia Life ot Garrettson bu 

included aeleot1ona from the earl7 preacher'• aanuacript 

Journal wh1oh aho• th&\ caapaeeting■ 414 not alwaJ11 produce 

the are•• outpouring ot spirit that llethocliata ha4 oome to 

"4 op. cit., 114-125. 

1i5 JJoeba, aea1n1aoenoe1. 151. 



expect. At SJQrna, wrote Garrettaon1 

'l'bere "" about thirty preaohera preaea,, loeal 
and trave111aa, and •••t• provided tor &'bout three 
thouaand. '.l'here ••re two Jmndred aacl sixt7 tenta. 
I lotlp4 ever,- nilht on the around, in ... Ri._11''• 
tent. •• had fourteen seftlOM 1n the ooune of the 
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... ung, and ••1!7 po11ertu1 apeak1na. l preaeb.84 w1th 
great tree40lll on 1Pr1d.a7, trom Iaa1ah'• vision, vi, IJ 
and on SwadQ', tl'OII •11.11 not aabuaed ot the goa,.1 •o•, 
Roana 1, 16. Jl'Claaky, Cba1Ml'8, and Jl•Conlba, 
delivered aoae al,le diaooun••. !he ... ting 1nereued 
... ..,. 4a7 till Sun4&7, when UMIN"" about t1ft 
tbouaand people. I did not ••• one d1aorderl7 peraon 
on the ground from t1rat to laatJ aoaroel7 a aln&J.• 
thing to drink except water, and aometim.ea a little 
milk w1tll it, or aolaa••• an4 vinegar. 'fbe7 had 
tables, beds, curtains, oarpeta, and provisions, 
and. aervants, 1n paeat order. Ve lla4 a aolemn, 
protitable aeason, but no particular outpouring or 
the Spirit, and ••1!7 tew ooavened, awakened, or 
aanctit1ed. !'he people in th1a oount17 auat be 
e1U.r Jlethodiate or nothing, tor Uwre 1• aoaroelJ' 
a 111n1ster ot arq other name. At th1a meeting I aaw 
a pea, ll&llJ ot.., old tr1en4a with pleuurtt, and 
I trust with profit. Good Nr. Baaaet ..... taken 
up w1tb d1v1u th.1np. At parting 'bbe7 had a 
manoeuver, which ao• ot ua 014 •n clid not reel 
tree to 301n 1n, 11&ro)dng around Ul• oup, blot11Dg 
t1v• or •1.x trwapeta, and a1nging by tuma.46 

In the tollowing month, Garrettson•• account oont1nuedt 

We went on to lliltord, and got on the ouap srouncl b7 
ten o•oloolc. Seate WN prepared. tor about wo 
thousand. Jleetin& opened at three-◄ amall oongre
gat1on, and a ..ail Hl'IIOII. J'r1da7 the 41011&Ngat1on 
inoreued. I preaohed trom Peter'• denial ot Chr1at, 
Saturdq the oonpept1on 1norean4. Brother Cbal•n 
preached a good aermon:--not a preat IIIUQ', and raoatl7 
J'0\1111• Sunda7 abou, three tbouaand. I preaehed tl'Olll 
'Valk about Zion •o.' Paala xlv111, 12, 13. Bad much 
tree4oaJ--about one huncl.Nd. and t1tt7 ten,a. Ben I 
•t IIUQ' clear old tr1en4a troa t1tt7 and aixtJ mil•• 
&J:'0\1Dd, and N were MPPJ' together.. we ha4 thNe 
aermna each clay, 'but I oannot aa7 •• bad any extra
ordinari- work 1n conYtot1on or oonveraion. 'l'boae wbo 
414 not proteas religion behaved well. Bo intoxicated 
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s,eraona, nor even the aaell ot liquor, on the proun4. 1 A tew noisy, .1U11P1na, dancing Jleub.ocl11ta., 414, I tear, 
aore hurt than g004. An· .• .,,,. aoun4 1a ve17 diaagree-
able to MJ a shout, when the power ot God is in it, 
1• awMt to •. I have never beea at a ... tlng where/ 
there were aore truitleas hUllall e.xert1ou, though I 
414 what I oou14 to preYent '11•. I be&lff them to 
11&1t tor the muter, and let Him take the lead. 
Bxtravap.noe wu carried to the peat.at height aaong 
the blacks, tor uny ot the• oont1nued it tor hours 
together. Suoh tld.np, wllen tile power ot Clocl 1• not 
1n the -~UlP, ten4 to dissipate the lllind. '1'he aoat I 
ou aay ot thia •••lng 1a, there •aa great attention 
paid to the word preaohed •••• 47 

The oaapaeet1nga ••re not oontined to Keat county. In 

October, 1805, a meet1na waa held at lloore•a Chapel 1n Suaeex, 

and ita intluenoe vu telt over the lower part ot the peninsula.118 

!he aervioes at lloore'a were held in a pine grove near the 

church. 'fenta were set up over an acre which had. been encloaed 

by tuten1ng aaplinga together and to the trees by oak apl1nta 

and by 11nina the■ 11ith bushes ao that neither man nor beut 

could get through. 'l'ents, made ot muslin or quil ta and 

tumiahed with boxes, ••re set up on the ground covered with 

straw. A guard houae waa established where all ottenclen wre 

placed. One halt acre was especially enclosed. tor the ladies. 

In 1808 the veatr,- ot Chr1at Church (-,iaoopal) in Broadk111 

Hundred, about two Id.lea troa Laurel. invited the llethodista 

to hold campmeetlqa on their church grounds. lletho41am in 

this vicinit7 received. a new birth, and the membership 1noreaae4 

47 n1c1., 112. 

"8 W111111naton Noffl1na Wewa, Pebruaey 15. 1933:5. 



about one thousand 1n one ,-ar. %n 1808 another OMIJl•••tin& 

was held at lloore '• Chapel \IDAler '1w c11Not1oa ot Soloma 

Sharp, the Prea141ng :ll.4•r. OM J•••• Wright who tr1e• to 

sell oakea on the groun4a wu dri'Yen a11q. In 1815 on the 

grounds ot .Tohn Chipman, near Broad ere.it, on 1she 1111111,oro 

Roa4, east ot Laurel, a Meting wu 1n proare•• when an unuaual 

1no14ent ooourNtl. on aver, •c1.ar1c night with 11&117 at the 

altar a 11ght •• it troa heaven, hung aaong the treea an4 

lighted up the altar. All aaicl, •th11 :la an awtul pla .. , tor 

God ia here.' ..49 

'!he •Jor en t1o1■• ot the cuqi•etinp bu 'been tbat 

hundred• ••N swept• into the Methodiat C:buroh on a •ave ot 

8110t1onal1am alone. '!he following point probably :la the aoat 

telling in detenae ot theSnat1tutlon. •ot all who attended 

or were converted .. re peftlit'Nd to 301n the ohuNh. lllllllber

ahip ••• only ottered to tho•• who pve ertdenoe ot a obaap4 

lite, who entered a olaaa, •ho oontimaed 1n a1;tendance, and 

who, atter exaalnation by local leaden and traveling pnaohera, 

were reoonaended tor the honor. '!'he 41ao1pl1ne was the rule 

tor living, and backal1dera ••re eaat out. It wu expeote4 

that conversion and adnliasion to the llethoUst Church would 

have a reoognisable etteot. 

IY • DDCIPLDK 

Th.e A•rican Nethodiat Church gave 1ta IINlbera a aet ot 

li9 B. C. Hallman, Hiatorz ot Cent41!!!:£l Methodist, n.p. 
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rulea tor rel1poua living 1n a volUJ18 called !be Doctrines 

and. J>1sc11>11ne ot the lle'1locliat Bp1aoopaJ. Church. In a tore

word to tbe tweltth edition, publ1ahe4 in 1804, Coke, Asbury, 

and Whatcoat urp4 eve17 Jlethodiat to keep a oop7 1n his ho1lle 

so that he llight "reacl, mark, learn, an4 inwardly d1pat the 

whole."50 !he.41ao1pl1nes ot the period contained a word on 

the origin ot th• olwroh, a 11■t or the twent7-t1ve Art1olea 

ot Religion, the rules goYeming ••tings and the aacraaenta, 

and the regulations whioh applied to the conduct ot the 111n11-

tera and umbers. 

'l'he Methodist preachers had. taken vows upon entering 

the 111n1atry and so the rule■ attect1ng them WN very strict 

as has been ahown already. '1'be rules goveming the la,ma.n who 

had prolliae4 to be loJ'&]. to the llethod.iat Church and uphold 

it by b.1a prayen, preaenoe .. sitta, and aerviee were al.moat 

aa rigid. !'he canon law could drive a W&JW&rd. ..-.r troa the 

fellowabip, but it also otteNCI b1a '118 Gbaaoe ot na1ioraUoa. 

'1'.he 41ao1pl1ne gave apeo1t1c 1utruot1ona on at leut 

t1ve 11attel'1 wh1oh would atteot the lives ot etwroh llltliben. 

'l'h.e church pointed out, tor exaaple. that 1t wu um,1ae ror 

a mellber to marry an unawakened peraon---s..e., an unt.te11ever. 

A W011aft ahould not marry without her parentaJ. oouent unless 

aha believed it to be her 4ut~. or unleaa her parents absolutely 

retuaed to let her marry Aft1' Cbr1at1an. Aa1de rrom theae 

50 P. 4. 



e1roUll8tanoea lletlloti■ta •w fl'M to •rlT anyone aot 

ot ,11e aooietJ,-prortdedtlle711en penou Meld.ng \he power 

ot IOdl1neaa. 

In unnera ot d.Nas the •arl7 llethodieta decided that 

the era in whioh the1' lived••• not the tiM '° give enoounp

aer.&t to aupertlulty or apparel. krringa~ hiah beela, enormous 

bonnets, ruttlea, and rS.np .. re troaed upon u unaHlllJ'• 

Members llho U4 not MIid -..1r wap in V..ae a,1en ••re to 

be clea1acl t1oketa uatS.l they aaw tit to eontol'll. 

A Malter ot the aooiet7 ll1ght tind. that the d1ao1pl1ne 

reaohed 111'° Id.a buainea• atta1n. !be Nlea OlNl'lJ' stated: 

2o pnven, aoandal, whlla U'lfl ot our ....... 
tail 111 IN■lMu, or oonvaot M'bta llllleb the7 
&N unaltle '° Pl.7• let two or thfte .1U41eS.Oua 
....,. .. ot-. aocletJ" inapeo• _... aoeount• ot 
VII nppoMtl cle111Mptn'J anti lf be Mbaft4 41.la• 
bollaatlJ', or IMtftOlled IIOMJ' without a probab111t7 
ot paJ"ing., let h1II be expelled.51 

on the alavery queat1on a Jlethodiat found the d1■o1pl1ne 

wu moat detinlte. 1'he churoh stood tor illned.iate or gra4ual 

81111Dolpat1on, u the atate law ll1ght provide. •o slaveholder 

wu to be reoe1ve4 into full Mllbenhip until the preaeher ba4 

apoken to hill treel7 and taitht\1117 on the aub.1eot. Ono• he 

understood the lllthoCU.at poaltion, the proapeot1ve Jlldllber wu 
expected to oomply •1th b1• state•• prov1a1ona tor treeing 

5l !be 1>oc5r1nea and D1so1pline ot the lletl\9d1at 
lp1aoopal . c,Bl@G It. 



elaY••• 'lo aell a alaw 1n• tunher ••n1tuu, ex .. pt on the 

alave•• recauea,, aacle a churoh ....,_r l1altle to expulsion. A 

aellber who detied the la• and purohued a slave tound that the 

quarterly conterenM would tletend.ne the ft\lllber ot yeara whioh 

the slave auat serve to wonc out the purohu• prloe. 'lbia waa 

executed 1n a lepJ. inatruaent to wh1oh the master auat agre. 

or taoe expulsion troa the aooiety. 

!he llethocllau ot th.a tint Meade■ ot .._ nineteenth 

century toolc a .. e14ed eland. on the sale Ul4 ua• of li4uon. 

!he d1ao1pl1M atate4a 

It any __....r of ou• aoolet,' Nlail or p.ve 
•P1r1tuoua l1quon, and an,tblng 41aorderly be 
tNll8aete4 under Ida root on Vd.a aeoount, the 
preacher who baa the ovenl&ht ot the olrcuit 
aball prooeed ao.inat h11ll u 1n the ou• ot 
other baoralltl••J aa4 Ul.e penoa aoouae4 
shall 'be cleared, oenaure4, auapended., or 
exolutet aeoo1'41rc \o h1a oonduot, u oa other 
ch&rpa of ilnlloral.1t7.52 

Vnder seneral pnviatona of the lllltbodlat Soeiet71ta 

IMNllbere ••re giftll a atanflard tor pod OODlluot Wbioh ooYered 

1111117 other phuea ot their 41&117 11•••• tlleu rulea Saolucled 

the avoiding or auob en.la u uaing 1111111' wcmla 1n b\lJ1Jla or 

se111111, bu7lnc or ••111111 on the Lol'd '• da7, lm71na or Hlling 

smuggled aoocta, g1v1ng or taking Ul1np on uau17, unprot1tabl• 

or unoharita'ble oonveraat10Dfl, euoh cUvera1ona u cannot be 

uaed 1n 'the nae ot th• Lord, ainging •onaa or reading bo<>ka 
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which do no, tentl '° the Jicnowledp or love ot Clod., and need-

1••• aelt-1ndulpnoe.53 

vntortunatel1' there •re INllbere who tranapeeaed 

against the apeo1t1o and pneral lawa. !O these aellbere the 

church held out expula1on •• a ve17 real pun1ahaent. It there 

waa evidence that a mellber or the llethodiat Church wu breaking 

1ta la•a, there"" adequate ntane provided 1n the 41so1pl1ne 

to brina bill to trial. In pneral euea the aocnaee4 waa 

brought to trial 'beton the aooiety. It 1\ •u .poealble, he 

•ould ••t b1a aoouMr taoe to taoe. AfM:r beariq Uie eY14enoe, 

ahoul4 the aoo1e,7 deo14e '118.t be wu guilt7, the aoouaed would 

be expelled. l,y the 111n1aar. 

Special procedures'"'""' outlined. to oover cu•• ot 

negleot ot 4ut1ea, 111pruc1en1; 0011el\1ot, 111dullins 1n •intul 

teapera and 110rda, or dieobedlenoe to tlll ol'd.er ancl d1ac1pline 

ot the ehuroh. Xn tbeH oaaea tbe preacher ... w viaS.t the 

aoouae4 1n private oonterenoe. It a .. oond. ottenae ehould 

ocour,.tbe preacher m11ht take with hill one or two triencla to 

asaiat 1n reaaordng •1~ v.e 0\1lpl'1t. on the '11lrd ottenae, 

the 118111ber •aa brought before the aooiet7 tor tl'S.al ant cut ott. 

Por aowina the•••• of cl1aaent1on or lnve1p1na . t 

dootrine or 41ao1p11ne, a npl'OOt b7 ~ 111n1ater lf0Ul4 be 

tollowed 'bJ expulaion ahould. 1lhe ..... pent.I ln wrongdoing. 
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!he d1ac1pline provid.ed that aa appeal tor another trial 

lllight be arante• it the lda1ater ancl a 11&Jorlt7 of the aoo1et7 

d.1ttered·1n oplnioa., or 1t there .... a 0011plaint troa the 

excluded peraon.. It waa poaa1ble tor a 1&7 ..... I' to withdraw 

trom the ohurah under ooaplalnta or UIMler obarpa and ao avo14 

a trial. In •1 ther oaae h1a ata.tua wu the .... u an expelled 

Mllber. 

Trial and expulsion were Hrioua atepa tor the7 •ant 

that a person would have no pr1v1leps ot the aoo1et7 or 8117 

aaoraaenta of the ohuNh without contrition, ooateaa1oa# an4 

proper trial. ,; !he ohurch wu moat anxious tb&t a Maber IHI 

pven another obanoe it ha 110ul4 onl7 aoknowledp hia a1na 

and deteralne to 4o better in the tuwre. 

An example ot the threata an4 teara ot •x»ulaion tram 

the llethocliat tellowahlp are found uaona the papers ot 

Allen NoLane, Who 1n 1810 ns llaater of the CUatou Bouse in 

Vilalngton. In that ,ear Allen KoLane wrote to an Unlcnolffl 

acld.re••··· 
ContoN&ble to iour recaueat I baY• 1ent ,ou an 
abatraot of llem:7 kl•7'• Hveral Let'-r• ad4reaae4 
to •• lo. l •u wrote whlle he wu a auiber ot tbe 
lletbodiat Churoh in lf1111S.n&ton DllallU'e. !he 111nieter 
Ill'. kekiel Cooper then prea1d.1na oftr the Church 1n 
V11111naton called Be1117 ll&le7 befoN the aoo1ety, tor 
tbNa'8n1D& to tea,ro7 a oitizeu property t,7 tlreJ 
and abuae ot the rel1&1oua aoo1et7 ot tr1en4a 
tulprl7 called quakera. '!be aooi•~ dielliased. Bale7 
S'l"OII ....,_rahip on h1a own aoknowl....,..nt. You uk 
•b7 l did no, reaort '° oouna of .Juat1 .. to MOUN 
fl7 propel"t7 apinat llale7., I anm• lbe wq to sS-•• 
h1a oonaequenoe and to atrenatMn bill 111 h1a alnlae 
and ctlepoa1t1on \o ooad.t arao.,. 1• to proaeoute b1a 



partioularl7 aa I am intereat.d tor it baa appeared 
to• that I ahoul4 have no more ohanoe ot 1uat1oe 
•1th a Jurs ot ••• caatle count7, than tile tree men 
ot color have. Sino• Baley wrote lo. 3 he baa 
attacked Min the ae•apapera, in pamphleta and 
pul>l1abed. them tor aale, and ~h• people purchased 
tb.ea--I treat his oalU11117 an4 abu1e, aa l do that 
or IQ' otber enemiea, the law breakers /1,a ••I with 
ooateapt, but h• auat take oare

5
irw he attempts to 

put hi• threats :1nto exeeut1on. 

The tirat or the lettera lloLane mentioned was dated 

December 6, 1809, and waa add.reaae4 "to old Allen JlcLane 

master ot the CUatom house 1n W1l.Jl1ngton." It reads 

You may take not1oe that it•• cant have no Juat1oe 
don us by the law, to brake up tbeae dram ahopa ot 
7oura abut ton,•• are 4etermine4 to aet tire to 
70ur bouaea. I have alao heard that aince J'OU was 
tomed out ot the methocliat church that you go 
quaker meeting do J'OU 1D1Q' tor that 1a varr, hole 
that has ever been known to rob the poor and to 
devour w14dowa houaea tor it 1a vear,- evident to any 
d1aamiq mind that th1a 1a the veary popple that 
atraoh thetr al'Jla like ••aa to grasp in all the 
ahores, and ,Uat auoh popple aa you th•J' vhant to 
Jo,n the■ that upon you and th• 11&7 ooae all the 
our••• ot Gu4, tor I have heard or a certain grate 
•righter aay that the7 ware a oongragation or moral 
hethena tor they neither 400 th• law or Oo4 nor 
keep h1a o011111&111Nnta

5
oe1ther do you ao that JOU will 

aoot thea vary well. 5 

On the third ot the letter• NcLane mentioned., he made this 

notation, "Baley lett th1a letter at 87 house, on the 14th . 

J'eby, 1810. •• Bale7'• tone had no• changed. 

Mr Ne clong told me that he••• a talking with 
7ou about having • tomd out ot meeting, and he 
says that you told hill, that you did not whant me 

54 Rote by Allen NcLane to an unknown acldreaaee con
taining oopiea ot aeveral lettera trom Henry Bale7--photoatatio 
cop7 ot NoLane IISS in the 11braey or the H1ator1cal Societ7 ot 
Delaware--originala 1n the lew-York B1stor1oal Society. 

55 Ibid. 



torncl ot ••ting., tor &WI preacher told ae, that 
as I •aa poor man, 70u wold be aat1atied, it the7 
•old torn me out, no• Sir, 11' it 1• true, that ,ou 
414 not wbaat • tol'IIC ot the preftllp •t my 
church, then I am aorry tor wr1sht1ng aa I have 
done, an4 it 70u will plea• to forgive•• b7 
wript1ng • a few 111111, about ,he •te•, to uura 
• that it wu not your d.eaire to have me tomd 
out of Meting, then I •111 ever respect you aa a 
tederl friend ot 111nk1nd., aa4 I hope that rq Clod 
will give 70u Grace, to make aura work tor

6
etemal 

lite, wiob la the pnier ot ~ur Sarvent. :> 

56 Ibid. 

go 



CBAPRR VI 

THI DBLAVAltB MftllODIS! (1776-1830) 

l. GDDAL BIIYD\Clllllft AID BACIGROUII]) 

Delaware in the earl7 7eara of the republic became 

the garden ot llethodia■ for Whioh Pnnoia Aablll'J' had pr&7ff 

and worked. fl'Olll 1190 to 1830 population 1n the state in• 

oreaaed troa 59,096 to 76,7•8 peraona. lleaberahip in \lie 

lletllo41■t Church aooounted tor about••••• per oent ot ime 

population. 'ftle Nethotiat rolla retleowct the withdrawal of 

aome ot the l•aro•• to tora their own branchea ot tbe ohuroh. 

'!be rellgioua d.eol1ne •••med to be 1•neral. 'fbe Protestant 

ap1aoopal Clmroh reported that 1n tb.e dioo••• ot Delaware in 

1819 onl,. tour ot their thirteen ohurobee lla4 pariah nd.m.atera. 

While Method.lat leaders complained ot backal1d1ng trom 1810 

to 1820, they held a eer1ea ot revivals and campmeetinga to 

encourage a new interest 1n the spiritual lite. 

Clenerall1 it could be said that the Delaware lletho41ata 

"r• part ot a hollopneoua population group. •am111ea Nre 

interrelated and "re ll&4e into "a peoul1ar people" 1>1 the . 
uae ot 1d1ou and prov1no1al1au and b1 aoolal and eoonolllio 

ouatou that did not obanp 11\loh troa one generation to the 

next. 'the absence ot general education and the aoaro1t7 ot 
booka and newapapera helped to bind the maJor1ty ot the group 

to a rather narrow world. However, Delawareans were a 
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hoap1table people and peata ••re weloGtU. 'fodd said that the 

thr1tt7 Pennsylvanian uaed at home •hat he could not sell to 

advantage, but the Delawarean ■old and. put in his pocket what 

he could not pack into the atomaoha ot hia household and 

gueata.1 

llethod.iata worked. at tu uaual oooupat1ona ot the per1o4. 

Proteaa1onal aen, atter a blt ot toru.l education at near-by 

oollepa and universities, came baolc to the atate to learn 

their akilla in the oolllP&IQ' ot an older doctor o• 1a..,.r. 

There wu a sra,du&l ollanc• troa an eaaentiallJ' qrariaa oulture 

to one that iaolu .. 4 the crat,a aa4 true•. Skilled craftsmen 

11&4• ever,thlng tro■ shlpa to paper. to move the prod.uet• ot 

tara &114 mill, the oitizena relied on the ne•• im.prowd roada 

u Hll aa the r1 ver 'boa•• that ha4 been uNtul einee PN• 

Revolutionary 4ap. 

Socially the population ot Delaware wu divided into 

several rather 4et1n1te groups. In the upper olaaa were tound. 

the landed gentry, the wealthy aerchants, and the proteaaional 

men. '1'he large middle claaa ••• made up or small tarmera am! 

businessmen and the artisans and mechanic•. Below th••• nre 

the indentured aervanta and the slaves. Jllathod.1ata cut aero•• 

these cute lines 1n eearoh ot converts. 

1 Netho41•• ot the Peninaula, 14-17. 
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II. SOIII l'All>1JS llftBODISTS 

'l'h• people ot Rn Castle an4 Sussex Count1•• ahowed 

little interest in the Methodist doctrine in the early 19ara. 

Bew castle# a center ot trade and comeroe with aooeaa to th• 

outa14e world ot 1deaa by water and roacla, aa•• the Methodist 

m1n1atera a poor reception. J'ranoia A.abu17 found a few trienda 

1n the totm that·had not 4eaerte4 the oauae when he wrote on 

July 26, 1779: 

I preached in lew-caatle, an4 twice the next dayt .· 
! tintl the•• people pay no great attention to, and 
4o not maniteat muoh atteotion tor, our Ooapel and 
111niatryJ l bad but little libert7 to preaoh to 
thea, and not much aat1ataet1on while there.I 

In t11ae churohea were auocesatully established 1n ••• Castle, 

W1llllin&ton, an4 ••11J>Ort and throuput the upper OOUlltJ'. but 

at great ettort. John Ledmi-3 epeaka ot one J. Steclhaln aa 

the t1rat tr1end the llethod.iata had 1n W1lllin&ton. Be N• 

eel Yed. preaobera 1n h11 home and bad preaohiq there. Kia 

cousin J:auo 1'u11e7 lived at Shell-pot Bill and aleo received 

the preaohera 1n hie hoae on the Delaware river. A• earl7 aa 

1T71 Iaaao Heney who lived west ot Cb.r1at1ana ••loomed the 

preachers and encour..-4 the bu1lcling ot Sale■ 1n 1809, one 

ot the olde•t appo1n1amt• 1n the skte. A son, lohn Hersey, 

preached tor the lletl\od11ta 1n thia country and Atrioa. 

David Pord. waa another 1.mportant l&Jllllft 1n ••• Castle Count7. 

2 labu17, loumal, I, 313. 
3 l Jliatoq of '1\8 Ilise ot Jlethotiam 1n Aaerioa, 56. 
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At eighteen. he wnt to Narcua Hook with a load ot ahip timber 

and aaw C&ptain Webb preaehia& 1J1 Illa Ngimentala. rord, 

raised. u a J'rien4, wu attracted b7 the aove1,7 and 111lpreaae4 

b7 the •••ac•.• B• Joined the aociety, and after hia marriage 

hie h0111e wu used as a preaching place. A aon named if•••• be

came a Nltho41at 111niater. Suaaex Count)' waa overahadowed by 

1ncluatr1al In Caatle and agricultural Kent. It waa the dark 

land ot atl'1te--lnd1ana, privateera, p1ratiea, and tori••• '!'he 

n1neteentn oentu17 lnbabltaata, re.moved tl'OII the lntluencea of 

progre■e, .... IO have developed an 1Ddependeat ap1Jtit and an 

intenat • their own oonoerna. J'rano1a A.abu17 0011Mntecl 

cbaritabl71n 17181 

••• On '.ftt.uncla7 I ftllt about went,- 1111•• to preaoh 
at one '1' _____ 4'a, in Suaaex1 there were about two 
hundred peopie who appeared. to be ld.nd, and willing 
to receive 1natruet1eaJ aa4 I wu enabled to tix 
their attention, though they ••re ignorant an4 wild. •••• • 

And n in Sussex he wrote: 

••• 'l'be ooqreptions were attentive and atrecte4J ao 
that, &1•t1oup the7 are l'U4e aD4 unpol1abe41 Jlt God 
1a able, even or th••• ~•eal.Y atone•, to raise up 
ohlldren unto Abl'&bul.. • • , 

'l'b.ree ,-ears later Aabu17 preaohed at Lnea 111th the following 

OOIIIIIIDtl 

Bein& r&1JQ' we hacl onl7 about OM hundred an.4 
twent7 aerioua people at the place appointed. 
!'be people hen are IIUOll IION patl• than the7 
••re a twelve-month put. We have a aoc1et7 
ot more than twent7 Mm'bera, aoaae ot 11hoa have 

" Aab\117, Joumal, I, 183. 
5 Ib14 •• I, ISlJ. 



.tound. t.b.e Lords but I Vl1nk tor 1poranoe of 
God and rel1g1on, the w1lcla and. •IIUIP• ot 
Dela-.are exoeed aoat ~• ot AMriea with wld.oh J 
l have any aqua1ntanoeJ however, Clod 1111 able ot

6 the•• atones to ra1•• up oh114Nn uato A'brahaa. 
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Preebom Garrettaon who worked hare! in Sussex. to apread. 

the teaohinga ot the Methodists wu 1n acreement with Aabury•a 

opinion. Todd related this touching ato17: 

On one occu1on., Rev. Preebom Oarrettaon, travelin& 
at n1gb,' ~ the wilda ot lONr auaaex, became 
hopelessly bewildered and lost ud.d the la'bJrintha 
ot 11w area, cn,reaa l•UIP• At lenpb, •••ina a 
light and tollowing 1ta p14anoe, he wu led to the 
triendl7 oab1D anti NoeivH under 1ta bospi1'able 
shelter. A.tter 801118 little oonveraat1on w1th b.ia 
boat, he ventured upon the aubJeot ot religlon, an4 
wound up b7 inquiring whether he waa aoq,uainted with 
the Lord Jeaua ChriatJ when be wu aatold.ahed b7 the 
maniteatly 1nnooent repl7a ••o, airJ don't know •11111 
an• I•v• neftr beam wher the pntleasaa 11vee at. ,T 

Gradually the Jlethodiats beoaae eatabliabed 1n the lower 

county. Records tell ot IUaa 111.nioe 'find.ale •ho Joined the 

aooiety 1n 1788. On her marrlap to another •mber, Joshua 

Jetteraon, she went to live near Port Penn and •aa inatrumental 

in eatabliahtna Aabu17 chapel in that area. 'fbere were Garrett 

Jones and ll1.1ah 'lru1tt who••• up t-117 al.tare in their 

tathera' boae1 and tune4 both tllll111ea 1ato llltbod1ata. 

Vheatle7 1s chapel 1n •orth-Weat Pork Hund.red was founded under 

the guidance ot Bl1 Shockley and lcbfard Wheatley. 

6 lb14., I, 418. 
1 Jlethodibl ot the Peninsula, 32. 
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But tor extena1ve service to the lleth041a1; ChuNh the 

reoord ot the PrettJ'IIUl,U at Quakertown waa bard to e41ua1.8 In 

1774 freeborn Garrettaon preaohed at the bcae ot John and larah 

(PrettJIIUl) Volte at the pla .. now oalled_lfbatooat•a Corner. 

1'h1• t1tteen-tua1ly aettleMnt wu ot gra.t illportuo• alnoe 

it wu ~ a1te ot eleotlona, tile 11111,1a trainlna, the p111017, 

the WhiPPlna poat, and Ule publl• bouae. B7 1778 the llethocliat 

S001et7 deoiud to build a ••Ung place MN and ca•• the 

reapona11t111'7 to a t,oarcl ooapoaecl ot V1111ul Coul1Htr, Abraha.11 

Hargis, '1'lu>aaa loulter, Williaa PrettJIWl, UMl Shepard 

PrettJMft, the ta'ther and brother ot Sarah Wolfe. Although 

the family bad 'been meabe:ra ot \he Chllroh ot lnglaa4 and had 

upheld it •1th .Uta and•• qstr,-ea, the Pret,imana now gave 

generoua aupport to the lle'tho41ata. 'lhztff ot William•• aona 

beeUte lllinlatera ot the oburob. at Lew••• In the tU1117 Bible 

this en,1711u reool'd.ed at the cleath ot ll\epart PnttJll'UI 

(1757-1836)1 

Be wu awakened under the word ot God. b7 the 
preaohig ot J'reeborn Garretson, became one 
[ot the J lletbotiata, ltore ,he burden and. beat 
ot l)!traeoution, died 1n tull triuaph ot Wi• 
ta.t.~ 111 the I c1e ... r, and bu gone to bia 
reward. J1a7 •• who are lett toll ow hill u he 
tollo••• Chrlat.~ 

Shepard'• brother 'l'b.oaaa had three aona. we ot whoa bee ... 

Kethodiat 111n1atera. !'be third aon, CorMl1us, cl14 not enter 

the olerg, but hie aona, Re1117, Comellua, and !b.oua did. 

8 SuP4Y: Star, Septeaber 18, 1938,33.34, seot1on v. 
9 11>14. 



It ia evident that the work wu 1aoreas1ng in Sueeex 

County an4 that there were lmportan., local tam111ea to 1uppl7 

the leaders. !'be preacher• "re ■till 4eep17 conoemed over 

the behavior et their oonprept1ona. '!'he •libere, d.eaeriNd 

aa ru4e, unpoliabed, and iporant, were alao enthua1ut1o on 

ooouion. 'ltd.a 1a 1llustrate4 b7 an entry 1n the .auaor1pt 

Journal ot l'reebom Oarrettaon dated July 16, 18091 

A larp conprept1on uaemble4 1n Bethel chapel. 
While we were einging the tint bJal, a 1IOllllft 
ahouted and J\IIIJ)ff uu1n&11. Before I gave out 
-, tu,, to prepare the uaeabl7 tor an atwnt1Ye 
hearing I told thea I bad come a p-eat wa7 to 
eOIRll\lllloate papel tntha to thea, and% requeeted 
a patient h••rlna. I. •aa led to give a d1eplq 
ot the wladoa and poclneaa ot God, &1lcl '°open'° 
view our duty 1n reaign1ng up our all to h1a., to 
the ertclenoing the power ot religion experillental.17, 
and l1kn1se '° displq the external marks ot 
imlart rel1&1on. ? told them a 111n1atr, ot this 
k1n4 waa neoeaaary to keep up a pure tlUleJ 11ithout 
it tbe7 oould not expeot to prosper, and that there 
110uld be an evaporation that would leav• th.ea a mere 
aound, •1 thoU\ ,11e Y1 Ml tlame. !he OOllgl'ept1on 
waa at111 and attentive till l ended the aenaon, and 
then one .1\DIJ)ed and shouted. I tho\lpt 1 t a p-eat 
tavor that there

1
wu atillneaa and attention till I 

ended '1116 ael'IIOn. o 

Kent Count7 waa the very heart ot the garden ot Jletho-

41••• Here many olera ot other taithll ••re triendl.7, and 

encouraged Asbury 1n reaching the population which needed h1a 

help. Usually the people CAM 1n great n\lllbera to 1-ar Asbu17 

and the itinerants. so .. tiaaa the7 had eaten and drunk too 

much and 1"1nt to al .. p, but pnerall7 there was both attention 

lO Bans•, !be Lite ot •••• l'Nebom Clarretteon, 118-119. 
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and underatand.iq. Aabury called Dover hia favorite place. 

Here he telt that the moat pnteel people treated. b1lll with 

kindness and. courtesy. Be was anxioua always tor their 

spiritual weltare. In return the Barratta, the Whites, and 

the Buaetta •re able to give material atNngth to the infant 

aoo1et1es because ot their Halth and social position. 

Phillip Jlarratt wu one ot the t1rat oonverte to 

llethod1n 1n Kent Oounti-. During the Revolution he waa llll4e 

aooountable tor expenditure• tor the 11111t1a., and he took a 

proaiMnt part ln the wonc: ot the General Aaae11blJ' until 1783. 

Reapeo'8d aa tol'lller Hilb Sheriff of 1;he oount7, Phillip Barratt 

cleo14ed 1n Nay ot 1780 that a •••1n& plaoe tor the Jllethodiata 

ot hia area waa a neoeaait7. Be oontr1butecl an aore ot pound 

and, with ae.,...ar W1111auu, DaY14 Lewia, 1fa1111an Sipple, suuel 

SIi.1th, Caleb and Jonathan ,Un,ee, Alld.Nw Purclen, W1ll1u Virden, 

and Dans.el., .... , beoaM a ,ruatff ot the obapel named tor bill 

and ereo'4td on~ land called "V1ll1all'• Clumce." Phillip 

Barratt•• aona--AndN'tl, Sl13ah, an• Cale'b--were triad.a ot the 

NethcMU.ata. BliJ&h praot1oe4 aedioine 1n a aanner tn,ioal ot 

the period. Be never graclua'Hd troa a Mdioal acbool but 

worked with a proad.aent doowr, latlwd.el Luft. Dr. Barra\t 

wu a truatee ot '1w Netbodlat ol\apel built 111 Qul4ea 1a 1796. 

A deed dated J'ul717 ot ,bat rear oalled tor the traatar ot 

one halt acre ot land fro• Daniel Lowber to: 

n1~ah 11arre,,, et al • ., \ru■'4Ma tor the people 
oalled lletb.odiata 1n and about the village ot 



C..._en, on the road trom Dover to Canterbury.11 

Another prominent Methodist l&JJl&ll ot Kent waa 'lho•• 
White. Jfroa 1777 to 1791 he served. aa one ot the Juat1oea ot 

the Court ot COIIIIOn Pleas and ot the Orphan's Court ot the 

county and u Chiet Justice. ludge White was one ot the 

largest land holders in the county an4 owne4 a comfortable, 

hip-rooted brick house near Vh1teleyaburg. Here· IPrancia Aabur,

••• given asylum during thl llevolution, but even the Judge'• 

position did not prevent h1a own arrest on charges ot 'l'oey 

•rmP•thJ'. Jlary White won the respect ot the cOt11111Unit7 tor her 

courageous cletenae other husband, and tinall7 she heard a 

court declare that there••• no ev14enoe against him. 

Originally the Whites ftN --•re ot the Church ot lngland., 

and Mrs. White was w1clel7 know tor her charitable work and 

tor the religious education she gave her tam.117 an4 colored 

servants. After hearing auoh about the lletho41ata, Jla17 White 

was detend.ned to••• tor herself and told her husband that 

she planned to a,tend a llethodist llffttns. 'Ille 3Utp objeote4 

to her Coins ant taking the oh114ren., espeoiall7 a1noe tile 

aeetinp wre at night, and he 1nt1Jlated that be would not 

tumiah a conveyanoe. One atory related that Mrs. White cl•• 

clared ahe ooulcl walk, and on the tollow1ng Sunda7 the lbitea 

went to ohuroh, but to Utterent ones. on the return home it 

11siolflhi.cal and Oeneal.ol!cal ll1ato17 or the State 
ot J>elaware, -161. 
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•aa cliscovered that the .... text had been used, whatever the 

ditterenoe 1n the 41aoourae. In time the Whites were attending 

Nethodiat aervioea topther and the preacher• were Ntce1ve4 

at thelr aanaion. lfal7 ancl Tb.omu White wre noted tor their 

11&r11 hearts and h11h IIOl'&l standards. 11aJ7 knelt on the ground 

outa1cle her houa• and ottered up prQere tor the temporal and. 

apS.ritual salvation ot dratted llen who reate4 there during the 

war. She le4 clue aeetinp, an4 Jl&ft1' thollpt ahe would have 

preaobed it rru.oia Aabury had encourapCI her. All the e&rl1' 

111niaten who kiln her called her a "Rother 1n Israel in very 

deed." '!'be White•' three daughters tollowe4 the Methodists, 

and two ot them married prolll1n.ent l&JMn. th• son Samuel wu 

prepared 'by b1a tather to take over the tud.17 estate UICI 1n 

addition stud.led law with Richard Bassett an4 waa adllitted to 

the bar 1n Dover. Asbury, who tel t a great debt ot gratitude 

to the tally, oo-nte4 1n hia Journal on the news ot ludp 

Thoaaa Wh.1te•a 4eatht 

••• !hia da7 I heard ot the death ot one, among 1111' 
l>eat trienda in-AMrioa-...Judge White, ot Kent Count7, 
1n UM ••ta ot Delaware. '!b.1&I new• •• attended 
with an a11tul abook to•• I have Mt With nothing 
like 1, 1n the uath ot &117 friend on the oontinent. 
Lord, help ua all to live out our short cla7 to thy 
glo17J l have 11Ye4 dqa, wffka., and aontha 1n hie 
houae. o that his NJ10val 11&1' be aanot1t1e4 to IQ" 
aoo4 anti \be Sood ot the tuil7J H• wu about 11.xt7• 
l1 ve years ot ~. He wu a tr1end ot the poor and 
oppresaed; he had 'bnn a prof••••• Cburotanan, and wu 
united to the llletho41st connexion about seventeen or 
eiateen para. Bia bouae and heart nre alwqa openJ 
anl he••• a talthtul friend to 11~•rty 1n spirit and 
praotice; he waa a a.oat 1ndulpnt hual>and, a tender 



rather, and. an affectionate triend. •• prot••••f• 
perteot love, an4 great peace, living ant 471na. c. 
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A third d1at1np1ahed l&Jll&ft Who upheld Asbury and the 

.. Utodiata wu Riobard Bassett, who served hia state an4 

oouat17 all bia lite. auaett na a l&1f19r ot note when he 

wu aent to repz-eaent Dtlaware at the Constitutional Conven

tion. •• NpNaeated the state aa senawr 1n the t1rat 

COngNaa. In 1801 he prea1ded owr a ted.eral oourt tor the 

oirou1t ll&d.e up ot parts ot Pennaylftllia., ••• lene7, and 

Delatrare.13 an4 he aened •• governor ot the state. 

Buaett waa a wealt)q' man with homes 1n Dover and 

V11111ngton and an estate ot 6,000 aorea oalle4 Bohe111a llanor 

on the Chesapeake. B• was a taah1onable man, well built and 

ot aediua be1gh\ w1tb a atronc, wa1oal Y01ce and a Mart •• 

big u hia hoaea. After his oonYeraion all his good qual1t1ea 

of benevolenoe and hoap1ta11t7 reuJ.necl b\lt to thea were a4d.e4 

the Virtue ot h\lllilit,-. 

Richard Buaett met Asbury and 80118 ot his preachers 

•hen he awpped tor 41nner at !bomaa Vhite•a on h1a way home 

troa tl71ns a cue in Denton, ll&rJlaad. Be wu appalled at 

the 14ea ot d1n1nl with ,11e preaohen. but lla17 White assured 

11 Aabu17, louftl&l, II, 265 .. 166. 
13 ..... ,, wu one ot ,he llldnight Judgea appointed b7 

John Adule in the last houn ot h1a prea14ent1&1 term. Jl1a 
ottioe waa aoon legielawd out ot ex1atenoe b7 the Democratic• 
Jlepubl1cana. 
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him they were not ao iporant and unsociable aa to be outout 

trom o1vll aooietJ. B7 custoa Bassett invited Aabuey to call 

on hill, asauw2aa the man would. not have time. Accounts say 

that he was 41atreaae4 aoae daya later to ae• Aabu17 approaching 

the house. 'lh• .fur1at wanu.ns aupport tor tl\11 encounter 

hurried out to invite Dr. llap.w, AftC11oan rector at Dover, 

Governor Rodne7 and other friends to tea. !be aeoond ••tin& 

with Aa1tu17 proved so pleasant and the converaat1on ao atillulat• 

in& that 1t continued until a late hour, and there lMpn a 

triendablp that luted tor th1rt7-a1x years. 

Judge Buaett aa11 at tirat hand the pe:neoution or the 

llethot!iat■ when 1'hollaa Wh1te atai-4 with h1II 1n DoYer 1n 1719. 

A 11Gb appeare4 at the 4oor 4emandina that Vhiw be pven to 

thftl tor pun.1abllent, beoauae he••• a Jlethocliat and an •114H11 

ot the oountr,. Baaaett, a oap'81n ot the 111l1t1a, stood 1n 

the 4oona, &l'llled with platola an4 1ntol'llrl4 the rabble tba, 

White waa no aore a 'fol'J' than they were, and the7 would pt 

h1a over the captain•• 4e&4 l»oq. 

Bassett Jl&rTied Ann llmalla ot Dorcheater Count,', 

Narylan4, who 1Htouae a llethodlat. In 1780 ahe waa worried over 

her hual»and'• apiritual •kte and ,Nno1a Aabur,, v1a1,1ng tbe 

h0ll8, tound ber gl.00117 and 4epnaae4. Aebu17 thought that 

Richard Jlusett wu a:lok ot a1n but bad. not 79t tound 1t 1n 

h1a heart to 3o1n the aoo1et7. ShortlJ atter thia, Judge 

Bassett••• moved to Join the Jletbodiata under strange 
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ciroumatano••• freebOrn Garrettaon, reoounttng 1n h1a Journal 

the tacts of the ludge'• conversion, aaid1 

At the time ot the conversion ot hia lady and her 
11atera, wlt.o all thrN •re·..s.nen11,. pious, 
Mr. llaaaet, 'betng a IIAll ot the world, and aortng 
in the higher c1rclea ot tuh1onable aoelety, 
becaae greatly 41atreaaed 1n 1l1n4 on aeoount ot the 
Jlletbo41a,a, ao that he had 11,tle reat day or nipt~ 
A court 1:te1ag·1oon to be held 1n Leld.aton, 1n whioh 
h• had a oauae to •anaae u ooune•l, be oonelu,..4 
that •heft that ahould be eollple'84, he IM)U14 Mll 
h1a propert7, and move to some distant part ot the 
countr,, 10 as to rid h1aaelt ot the •Xo1ay 
lletb.Od1ata. • '' One night, durillC the aeaaion or \he 
court, he .. nt to hia "be4chUlber to reat. After 
tallinc !aw a proto\lft4 alffp, he tre .... tbat he 
saw two devils 1n blaolc atan41ng b7 bis beda14e, 
who, he thought, had ooae to take hill awq. •• 
trea'bl•4• and began to prq. '1'he devils thereupon 
soon vanished., and were· aucCM41ed bF tltO lleautitul 
anpla, dreaaed 1n white, •tand1na near to hi• bed. 'l'h•••• thought he, are ••••asera ot 8()04. cu,1111 
his •JW toward the tartheat comer ot the l'OOll, he 
••• an a&ed an4 ve17 paw looking aan, altting 1n a 
large-armed chair, frowning upon h1a, the anpla still 
atanding b7 bis 'bed. B• looked, and behal4 a beauti-
tul child advance to the aae4 man, an.4 elliltng 
pleuan,17, bepn to tondle around. lWIJ but tM a.pd 
man continued to frown. On thia hia aina ••re brought 
to bis reoolleotlon, an4 it appeared w hill that CI04 
the !Pather, represented by the apd un, 11&1 trown1ng 
on h111, while Je■us Cbriat, repreaenMd 1,7 taae little 
child, 11u interceding tor bill. '1'he -.1s nd.ght 
Ju•tl7 repNaent the Holy Spirit direoting the 
miniatera ot Ohr1at, or h1a hol7 a1atera presenting 
h1• cue 1n pl'Q'8r to a throne ot sra••· 
He POlce 1n a aort ot rapture, 8114 1111ed1atelJ" 
de41oated hillaelt to ... God who_:, macle hill, anil beoaae 
a happ7 Ohr1at1an. ,, 'fl'Oll lffl&t 1· \HMlentood, • aaya 
llr. larretaon, •11ra. Buae,t had 'been pr&J'inl tor 
her huaband •• oonveraJ.on, and that very nilht 1be , 
dre ... d that Ood had oonftl'ted. h1a aoul.' 

On returning hoae trom court he •t bis tud.l.7, and 
eapeo1ally nio pioua lad7, Jo7fully. When he related 
to Ml' what the Lord bad done tor lWIJ •1 kao1I 1t,' 
said she, •the blessed God told. me ao,' So tar trom 
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111dula1na 1n a 4ea1re to move awq troa the Methodista, 
the7 now becaae the people ot bia ollo1oe •••• l4 

Later Garrettson commented: 

••• I Yia1'8d aiat•• Baaaet, who haa been a long ,1ae 
under the attl1ot1ng han4 ot divine Providence. I 
,hink her one ot the happiest IIOllllft I have met 11ith. 
I believe her to be a living witness ot aanct1t1oat1ons 
her aoul aeeu to be oontinually wrappe4 1n a r1 ... 
ot love. Several ot this taaily are happy 1ft the love 
ot God; tour ot Who1I •nJoy that degree of it whleh 
caata out tear. Surely God haa a church 1n this houae.15 

Riobard Baaaett ha4 been larpl7 responsible tor the 

bu1141ng ot the Weale7 Chapel 1n DoYer berore he beo ... a 

Mllber ot the aoo1et7. A.tter be Joined the Nethod1ata, 

Asbury thought he might beo0118 a preaoher. Thia 414 not 

happen, but Buaett was long NMaberecl u a powerful exhorter 

at Campatl'ltiftp which be attended with the aeoond lln. Bassett., 

who had been a 111•• Brutt ot 'falbot Coun'7, llaryland, and an 

ardent Christian. Baaaett '• 1ntluenoe over the lawa and moral 

standards ot the atate 6 the result of ftk *t.hodi•t aasooiationa, 

cannot be eatlutetl. In 1809 Oarrettaon rta1ted the BUaetta 

1n Dover ancl wrote& 

llr. Bu·••t tlined •1th WI, and in the attel'IIOOn I 
rode hoae •1th h.111., and spent an agreeable evening; 
but I find.-, trienda &N growing old like IIJ88lt. 
Nra. B. 1• a pious WOJll&ft, and be ia tull ot seal 
and love. He would have gone with me, but his 
aan7 eonoem• prevented. •• told me that wherever 
his influence extended he did not autter a drop ot 
cU.•t1lled 1141uor to I>• used. Bl• house and table 

lll Bans•, !he Lite ot Rev, l'reeborn Garrettaon, 99-100. 
15 Ibid., 129. 



are ve17 plain, and he says he feels it to be b1a 
dut7 to 4o everything 1n his power tor the oause 
ot God.lo 

105 

Where onoe Bassett had teared that Methodist preachers 

were unlearned and uncouth, he now delighted in their compan7. 

lzek1el Cooper •rote ot a gathering 1n hia boarding house in 

1797 which continued until nine o'clock. Wlth Cooper and. 

Baaaett were pthered the Rev. J ... , Noore and Dr. 'l'b.oua 

Colee. Roura ••re spent in discussions or important points ot 

doctrine, and part1oularly the millennia, aD4 whether Christ•• 

reign dur1q the thousand. yeara 11oul4 be personal or ap1r1tual. 

Cooper wrotes 

'fh1a broupt on a oona14erable 41apute in a Christian 
and friendl7 way. Doctor Coke and Juda• Buaett 
were both ot the op1111on that Chrlat will reign 
per■onall7 the thoueand ,-are. I rather tavoncl a 
ap1r1'1aal re1p. It ••• arped, on their a14e, 
Ulat the pr1111t1ve ~atnera hel4 111th t1le personal 
reign, and tha!Tth• Soripturee held out tbat idea. 
I opposed, •••• 

Governor Baaaett diecl in 1815 at Botteaia llanor after 

living the lut year ot hie lite aa a paralytic. Bzekiel 

Cooper preached the funeral sermon and the great Nethocliat waa 

buried. 1n a Yault in th• grove ot locust trees on the estate. 

GoYemor Bassett•• 01117 child, and a llethod.iat, married 

Jaaea Aaheton Ba:prcl who hacl atu41ed 1 .. with her father. 

16 Ibid., 1 118-119. 
17 Cleora- A. Phoebus, Bew ot L1&ht on Barly Nethocl1am 

in America. 244. 
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Jurist and student frequently debated experimental Ohrietiantty, 

because Ba7ard reprded all religious excitement as enthusiasm 

an4 tanat1o1••• Lednua wrote ~hat in the beat ot the &l'gWll8nt 

Baaaett would out the other short by saying "All JOU know,% 

taught you" and BQard would retort "'fou taught me all you 

knn, and all I Jeno• bea14ea, I taught myaelt.•18 

'fod.d recounted an interesting ato17 ot Jame-a Bayard 

and the llethocliats, 

OIi one ooouion, Jllr. Boehll an4 other miniaten 
were at llr. Bnnalls• houae, in coapan7 with 
Clovemor Baaaett, ot Dover, and the elder lames 
Aaheton Ba7ard, United States Senator ot Dela11are. 
J'or SOM unexplained reaaon, at evenins tud.ly 
worah1p, ignoring his ll1n11terial guests, Jllr. 
Bnnall• h1Melt led 1n the devotions. Be •aad.• 
the aervioe the oooaaion of a apeoial and very 
tervant prayer 1n behalt ot hi• 41ev1ngu1ehed 
senatorial guest. At the oonoluaion, Nr. B&Jarcl, 
apparen\ly II\IOh &gitatecl, paced back and. torth 
across the parlor floor tor a tille; and, then, 
turning to llr. lnnal.11, 1Dfl\d.n4 with some aeverit71 
'HarrJ', what 41d you aean by ahalcing your br1Jlatone 
bag over• that wayt• •'J.lo aa•• ,ou troll hell, air,• 
was the prompt reaponae. '!'be narrator 1ntonu ua 
that the Honorable Senator seemed v1a1bl7 impressed, 
·Uld wu a11eyi and apparen.tlythoughttul throughout 
the evening. 9 

'!he stories ot the Barretta, th• White,, and the Baeaetta 

serve only to illustrate the point, and the list 11 not complete 

without at least a 11etnt1on ot other 1lluatr1oua Jlethodiat namea-

U.ard White, a nephew ot '.ft\OIIUJ Joshua Clayton, a php1o1an 

18 A Riatoq ot the R.1•• ot Methodism in AMr1oa, 278. 
19 Methodism ot the Penineula, 34. 
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and early oonvert who waa Prea1dent of Dela•are tram 1789 to 

1791, Governor troDI 1793 to 1796., 11114 U111Hd S'-te• Senator 

from 1798 '° l799J Allen lloLane, who save lantl tor a ohuroh at 

SJQm&, ... buried 1n U\e .... tery ot Aat,ury ChUNb 1n Wll111ng

ton, and llhoae aou Louie 11114 Allen NN bap,lmed by B1abop 

Aabur:,J and Cleora• bnn&l'Cl, pntlet111n•Mrchant whoae home wu 

headquarters tor the biahope when conterenoes met at Smyrna. 

One tb1ns that bl'iptened Biahop A•w~•· cleol1n:1ng 

years wu..,.. tao, that MftJ' ot '1M prom1Den, tud.l1es wre 

atill upholding llethod.111111n the peraon ot children and arand· 

children. la April ot 1815. UMt bishop wnt to PJ.'8der1oa 11here 

he •t&794 •1~ WNW Dill• ancl aaw ap:ln "dear Doetor Bdtlard 

White, llho hath known and followed 1;be ... ,ho41ata a1no• rrra. MIO 

Attar preaotuna at Barratt•• Chapel he dined with JUdge Andrew 

Barratt •ho told 1'ranc1• Aabury again or•• deep rep.rd bis 

parents had to11 the venel'&ble bishop. 

III. THI RlOOBLYS•-A fMILY DlVmlD 

flw Ridpl7 tullJ' ot Dover ••rve• u an 1lluatrat1on 

or many Delaare tlllllil1•• who •N divided 1n their support ot 

the Jllethodlata. the tail~ hu been lllllbera ot the Church ot 

Bngland tor 11an7 ,eare llben 11oholu R1dpl7 ot Dover wrote 

to his brother Abraham in••• ToWI• Penna~lvania, on Auguat 22, 

17872 

10 A.abury, JournaJ.• III, .19. 
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•••%have been 1ntorM4 that iou have 3o1ned the 
Societ7 of lletho41ata. !be report baa 'been oorroborated 
b~ aOIN inainuationa ree'd trom aoa ot tho•• people 
theuelve■--U the taot 1s so I hope tba, JOU •turel7 
oona1d.erect the Mtwr. You Hrtat.nl.7 now oan 3U4lp 
tor ,ourself and it ,vu were reallJ eoav1noe4 ot the 
propriety of auoh a atep I do not ob~••t, but I hope 
it ari••• trona deep at'8nt1on and no, the etteot ot 
an enlbua1ut1o aoaent. I have tor some tille attended 
to the art1oles ot our chu~oh and their tona ot worship 
and really I do not think [anything tJ_can exceed the 
p~ety and benevolenoe other Clootr1ne.n 

Th• taailY'• reapeot tor Bishop Aaltury 1a abolm. 1n a letter 

written b7 Jira. Ann R1dpl7, 1n DoYer, to her daughter Ann, who 

waa at •Proapeot 11111 • near W11111ngton. She wrote s 

• • • foda7 Bishop .labury 1■ to preaeh 1n the Jleetlng 
House, and Nr. Baaeett, atter 41nner 1a to accompany 
hill troll Dover., I believe to PhlladelpblaJ Rr. B. 
••nt 11&17 word that he would take her with b1Jll to 
th• G1t'y w1Ul pleUUN 1t ahe ltd P--Don''t JOU thS.nk 
she w4 have been highly honoured with two such 
pllanta, a Blab.op and a ludp • ••• 12 ·· 

Apparentl7 at111 cloultttul ot the Netho41ata but 1ntezwete4 

nevertheleae, Delaware•• l'e4eral.1at senator lenr, 11. Ridgely 

wrote to his wit• trom Vaab.ington on lanuary 31, 1813: 

• • • In the nnapaper ~ 19ateN&7 was a notice 1n 
theae wol"da aa •ell u I NMlll,er--rt•-••Loreaso 
Dow. God w1111ng, •111 oel't&inl7 preach in the 
capital toaorrow aomtng•--It is now .1U■t eleven 
o'elook an.cl I auat go and aee and hear tb1a aan 
80 111\Joh alked ot--X Will tiniah when I GOU 1,aok 
troa the oapital--Vell I baYe heal'\I IIZ'. Dotti 
Ke preaohetl tJ'Oll the 34th verse ot the 14th ebapter 
ot hov•rb•--•• 'Npa at t1ve 111nute• past eleven-
the ai,agSq ancl the prapr took up about ten 111nutea 
and. not aore, be then preaohe4 till 50 llinute■ put 
twlve--and until I !upne enr,bodJ' wu tired--

21 Collection ot Ridgely letters, X1oholaa to Abrahall 
R1dpl7, 1n the State Archives, Dover. 

II Letter ot April 28, 180I. 
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Bi• manner was 41aagreeable•..acl 111• aermon 111&ht 
aa well al••• bave been pnaobed troa anJ' other 
text--I was neither pleaaecl wlth hi• oratory nor 
interested. 'by the novel"71n ton• ot hia relllll'lca•• 
hie 1lluatrat1ona were pod enough•-ltut his diacourae 
waatecl under arranpaent and peripicu,7-•ln bia 
peraonal appearance he 1• UIIOOUth, awkllard. and. 
alownly--and_'beare a good deal ot the marks ot 
deranpa1nt.fl3 

In DeoftNr, 1819, Bliza'beth Jt1dgel~ reoeiYH a letter 

trom her brother Charles George, aged 15, oo.,..ntin& on her 

union with the -thodiat Church. Bl1u.beth baa been 4eacr11Mt4 

as an •otional girl ot peat beauty who ha4 otters ot marrs.aae 

as she approached. her m144le teens. She waa the daughter ot 

Henry II. ltidgel7 and to bill boardln& aohool ••emecl the solu

tion tor the proltlem ot han411ng hie daughter. It 1a aa14 

that her oonvera1on at the age ot 16 taught her to aaoept 

controls abe had resented troa ber parent•. 1our ,-eara atter 

her conftrs1on she 41••• Cb&rlea wrote his aiater 1n 1829: 

• • • 1'ou Mnt1on that ,-,u bave Joined the llethodiat 
ohuroh. I 11111 be oanclid with 70u. I do not like 
the aocle ot worship of the llethod.iata--I do not 
make thia rema11c to oenaure, tar be 1t from•• 
Yet, I speak 1t 1n uriouaneae-•theN 1a much 1a 
their aenaona to 1th1ch I ob3eot. --I believe., that, 
there are aaong their 1111nlaten, Mn, Who ill their 
anx1et7 to gain proaelytea to their creed, always 
at'Hllpt to exolte the tears ot their aWU.ence, and 
present the sacred truth• ot the Goepel 1n such 
manner, that"* and cre4uloua llind.a, al&l'lled. at 
--•r, enter at onee 11l4'0 all their toraa, uopt 
tile names ot oonverta, 301n their eNed, and 4o all, 
before tm17 are apprised '-7 their own pod eeaae, 
that no rad.ioal ohan&• ot heart baa taken plaoe. 
Religion 1a alwaJ8 repreeenM« or olothed, in 
mildneaa, and 1n benS.gnity, how then can abe &a\JIN 

13 Letter to Jira. H. II. 1tidgel7 1n Dover. 
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cl1at Church, when 70ur ean are a,Ulllle4 by the 
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oriea, the ~UIIJ)lng ot \boa• poor creduloua oreature• 
around JOU, U then--mocl.ea ot wor•h1P are unpleaeant 
even to the 11ll1ted good ••n•• ot man, ho1t much aore 
d1•qu1et1na must they appear 1n the •74' ot all wise 
1>1et7. I aa no SeeiarianJ M1\ber an S,11oopalian, 
Presbyterian, Quaker or Jlethodiat. I have v•rJ 
little relianoe la creed.a, leaat or all on I pla•• 
conticlenoe 1n that cJ,'eed at whieh 117 own Judpent 
revolts. --But 70u aa7 70u have 301ned the llethodiat 
Churoh--perbapa 11hat I have said 11&1' be harah, pardon 
it. --I spoke 1t aincerely •••• U you still adhere 
to the llethod.1at creed let me., ay dear Sister, entreat 
rou to uae your own good aenaeJ so with thea u tar 
aa it tells 70u is right, and when once you think JOU 
are atepping too tar 1n advance, w1th4nw. --What ean 
J"OU ••• 1n shouting to approve ott an4 what cannot JOU 
••• that 1a cenaurable--I have •••n at oampme•t1nga, 
exhibitions or indeoeno7 wh1lat 1n their shouting at 
which even I have bluahed, and can you believe that 
auoh exh1b1 t1ona are pleasing 1n the •78 ot him, who 
can detect blemish•• even 1n his angels. --Again, nr, 
clear Slater, I do most aerioualy ob34tct to night 
Metlnp--tbe7 are not, believe• Blisabeth, the7 
are not productive of good. --I could enumerate to 
J'OU any o1rcUJUtancea which I have •••n and in whioh 
I have taken a part, whioh should prevent &n7 female 
troa attending them. 'l'he7 are '\;he aaae now they ever 
were and the aaae evil oonsequenoes are to be 
apprehended troa th••• I really do now apeak 1n all 
a1ncer1ty, when l aclv1se you with attection, never to 
attend th••····a 
Charles must have auttered a change ot heart Ngarding 

religion 1n general an4 the Methocliata in particular when he 

wrote to his sister Blizal>eth rroa Dover in 18311 

••• It 1a with paintul regret, that•• witneaa, 10 
much 1n41tterenoe both in the Nethod1at Churoh and 
1n our own as we do daily. It 1a oomparatively 
11fl4011 that there 1a a prQ'er meetlng 1n the lletho-
4 at Church on l'r14ay night. And even when it does 
take place but very re• attend. Vhenoe thia sad 
oha.nget Whence can arise this 4ecl1net Where must 

M Charles• letter to 111zabeth Ridgely, Lebanon, 
Penna71van1a, Deoellber 18, 1919. 



•• look tor 1t, but la the 1nd1tterenoea ot our own 
hearts? --our little aeetinp are now become Union 
Jleet1nga, carried ol b7 the tn ot both perauuione 
•ho •111 a,tend •••• 5 
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Atter much soul aearoh1ng, •toholaa R1dpl7 entere4 the 

llethodiat ministry in 1841 and served the church tor several 

25 Letter ot Na7 9, 1831. 



CIAPUR VII 

DBLA.WARB NIBTDIQ PLACBS All) '1'BI 11111 WHO PRIACDD 

I. '1'111 CBURCBBS AID CBAPBLS 

The reactions of the wealthy' landotmera and professional 

men to the Nethocl1ata and their •••ac• are eaa117 traced. 

These people ot prominent social and economic position gave 

untold help to the eatabliahment ot th• Methodist Church 1n 

Delaware. 'l'h• strength ot the movement also lay in the loyalty 

or the common man who Joined the societ7 and supported it with 

little tantare all his days. 

'!'be 11Mting places ot the Methodists ot high and low 

degree Nre ohurohea and obapela ot aroh1teotural auater1ty 

in l1ne w1th Wesley's w1ahea. Asbury too had oo•ented. acidly 

about people •ho were more concerned about bells and steeples 

than they ••re about •••inl ■inners. One or the older meeting 

place• in Rn Caatle County••• Bethel Chllrch, which was built 

in 1799 and rued in 1939.1 Pro■ a a1mple 101 oab1n it are• 
to a atone ohurch 32 teat x 40 teet, with another IC-toot ex

tension aa the congregation grew. Galleries were added around 

th• a14• and baok tor the Regroea 1n 1836. Slightly IION 

elaborate was Asbury Church 1n W11111ngton. ftia church, 

erected 10 feet back from. the building line, on the southeast 

corner ot 'lhircl and Walnut Streets, was 35 tfft square with a 

1 Wilmington llorp1na-llewa, Dec811ber 4, 1939,3. 
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gallery in the west end and a pulpit 1n the east. 'ft:le pulpit 

waa about~ teet wide and atoo4 5 teet above the Jl&in floor. 

On 1ta north aide wu a door, reaohecl by alimbinl atepa, b7 

whioh th• preaoher abut hilllaelt in after aount1ng the elevation. 

•o doubt the whole thin& reaiaclecl v1a1tora troa the two lower 

oount1ea or a fiddler onb, the apeo1e with only one large leg. 

As the preaober stood in the pulpit, an inclined ahelt • teet 

high taeed 11111, eo that it be should atoop, he 41aappeare4 from 

the a1pt ot the oongregat1on. Below, a sort ot open cupbOard 

wu torme4 by the aid.ea and floor ot the pulp1 t. Sere the 

leader ot the singing eat. Hanna aa14 that when the hJllft waa 

announced troa above and the hum ot the tuning torlc died awq, 

the lead.er came out ot this receaa to 41rect the congregation 

in aong.~ John 'fhelwell and Samuel Sappington ~•rved the 

church 1n this capacity tor 111&1\7 yeara. The congregation sat 

on ~ benches which had a single rail back. A part1 tion 

4 teet high ran down the center ot the church 41v1d.1ng the men 

and wo•n. It also hid them trom each other when they sat down. 

Thia part1 t1on 1n the torm ot a fence 7 teet high e·xtended trom 

the church Jard to the brick wall that stood at the edge or 
the property. Atter manJ' coaplainta trom the husbands, it 

was decided 1n 1832 that a husband and wit• might enter by the 

same door. Rot until 1841 were they pendtted to sit together. 

2 
~ntenn1al Services ot Aaburz Method.1st SJ?1809R!l 

Church, 1 • 



Kent County boutecl the largest oh&pel 1n the peninsula 

tor a ts... 'fh1• was Blackiaton '• Chapel wh1ch wu •o feet x 

60 teet following the plan ot l'ranoia Aabur,- hilllaelt. Nore 

proainent, however,••• Barratt•• Chapel located in a clenae 

toreat .of oak and pine 1n South llurderk1ll H\lndre4. It •uuretl 

lia feet x .S feet and waa two atoriea hip with a p.lle17 tor 

the R•gro alav••· It alao had a high pulpit 11h1oh alaoat oon

oealed the 111a1ater troa the congregation and a veet17 room. 

Cona1der1ng 1ta long yeare ot ••rvioe, it 1s dU'tioult to 

believe that one orltic eugeate4 that it wu too large, ad41nc 

that 1n a 79ar or two a com crib would hold all the Jllethodiata 

1n the area. 

In Sussex County, Zion lleetina House, an offspring or 

-Moore's Chapel, waa built 1n 1801 near Laurel. It waa a plain, 

substantial structure 36 teet X· 40 r .. t with a gallery around 

three aides. '!'here ••• no beatina apparatue a, all. Light 

was turm.ahe4 bJ' tat pine knota atuok 1n earthen ■cones along 

the •alla. 'lhe benches •re hand. hnn plank& •1th no baolca. 

'lhe pulpit wu blah over the beada ot the oongreption, and a 

hea97 belffl plank aer,ed aa an al tar. '1'he aother church waa 

know euooeaa1wly aa Broad Creek, llt. Pl ... ant, and lloore•a 

Chapel. Here the bU1ld1ng aeaa\ll'ftd 30 teet x 36 tee, 111 th 

•all■ 11 reet h1sh •1th 11 windo••• '!he a1lla, frames, weather 

boarding, and floor ••re ot heart pine, aeoured by wooden pep. 

'1'he R••• .James averett u■1ated the ooncrept1on 1n building 

it 1n 1781. OUtaide, the church waa weathltrboal'ded hor1zontall7 
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and then planks HN aprunc on to give a aaooth aurtaoe.3 'ftle 

nail• used here ••re or vroupt 1ron, and they"" han4 made 

at the local blaolcallith shop at sixty-six and two thirds centa 

a pound. '1'he root was put on 1n the .... manner. Inside, the 

Walla ware oeiled. tfhe pulpit atoocl at one end ot the ohurohJ 

the galle17 on the opposite side. !'here wu a large 4oor on 

one aide with an aisle running from it to the other side, and 

one crossing this troa the pulpit to the opposite end. 'fhia 

made tour blocks ot baokleaa benches. Huge crowds attended the 

love teaata here, and on one ocoaa1on the ••sro•• in the gallery 

ahoute4 ao much that tbe timbers gave way with the entire 

ga].le17 talling on the •hit•• below. Portunately it waa so 

closely packed that none .. re aer1oualy injured aooording to 

legend.ii 

Proa 1780 to 1830 about aixt7-aeven_omarcbea and ohapela ,---·-

were built by Deluare Jllethotliata--nineteen 1n ••• Castle, 

twenty-one1n Eent, and twent7•••••• in Sussex Count,-. So• of 

these replacecl older structure• or NN built 1n anaa •here 

the soo1et1ea b&c1 grown ao large that it was impoaaible to meet 

in homes. Over the years the names changed aomewhat, but tor 

the moat part .tl\e meeting places ••re graced b7 the names of 

proainent Bngliah llethodiata, Biblical place names, or the nu•• 

ot the prime ■oven who had donated land or money. 

3~villlirgston Jllornina-lfews, Pebruaey 15, 1933:5. 
4 Ib14. 



II. OOIIORIDATIOIIAL PROBLIIIS 

Where congregations ••re small in nuabers and poor 1n 

puree, it was otten a real struggle to pay a preacher and keep 

a chapel open. Aabur, Churoh 1n V11111ngton found that one•h&lt 

to two-third• ot the meabera were bearing the tinan.01&1 burden 

"while the rest thank Go4 tor a tree goape1.•5 In 1816 ·the 

truateea 4eo1decl that everyon.e ••• support tbe chureb or tore

go the pr1v1lepa ot the soo1et7. '!he 14•& ot rentina pna wu 

not popular, and 1n casting about tor a Mana or making the 

whole oongregatlon aaauae ita reapona1b111t1ea, the truatees 

d1aoovered a halt-torgotten rule. It was the custom that 

while non-aellbera must pay tor craves in the church yard, a 

.. ear llight have his own grave and thoee tor his tUl111' with• 

out charp. '!'he tinanoe oOllllitt•• deo14e4 1n 1826 that a 

member who could not show b7 the bOOka that hia quarterap 

aooounts were paid 1n full tor the preoedlng three 110ntha 

should not have tne :lnterrinc pr1v1lepa. '!be ohUNh records 

show that 11hen a aellber appealed the rulina, the truateea 

upheld the decision ot the eollll1ttee. 

B•••t by t1nano1al problems, ao• oongregationa were 

-.1ao tacinc 1ntoleranoe an4 persecution Which extencled lnto 

the earl7 nineteenth century. '!he Noorda of Asbury Church, 

Villl1ngton, 41acloae that on September 23, 1800, ten men met 

SJ. D. C. Ranna, Centemual Services ot Aeburz Methodist 
!J?1aooJ>!l ChUrch, lli9-l50. 
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•1th th• pastor, Caleb Kendall, to oona14er what a'4tpa ooul4 

be taken &pj.ut the mob that eonatantl7 ti•turbed th• worahip 

aervioea. 'l'he following re■olut1on wu adopwd bJ' the p-oups 

Vhereu, •• bave bean lone ant gr1evoual7 persecuted, 
an4 otten interrupted 1n our public and private worship 
ot Alad.pt7 God,•••••• it hlsblJ' espetient tbat 
some method should be adopted to protest &pj.nat the 
1naul'8 ot a relenUea1 aob, and prevent in tuture the 
d.1sol'der that is otten experienced. by the more decent 
part ot the congreption. 
Resolved., that it la neo•••&J"J' that there be a 
oomitt•• or three persona appointed whose buaineaa 
shall be to take f\loh MUUN■ u the7 (with the a4-
v1c• ot a oounaelJ 11a7 th1nk beat calculated to pre
vent 1n tuture iu evil oomplained ot. 
Reaolved, that Allen NoLane, ldwarcl Worrell, and 
.., .... Paine, be a ooaa1,t .. to carry 1n,o exeoution 
the toresc,ing reaolut1on.b 

To inform the publio an announcement waa printed in '1'lle Jlon1tor: 

'1'he ule aem,era ot the llethodiat Bpiaoopal Church 
1111.o worah1p 1n the borougb ot V11Jld.n&ton, ua..,le4 
last e11ening to take into oons1cleration the neoeaa1ty 
ot adopting auoh •uurea u 11&7 1n tuwre deter the 
1nt14el rabble troa tiaturbing them 1n time ot wor-
abip, wh1oh the7 baYe 'been 1n the halt ot cloin& tor 
aoae time back, b7 breaking windowa, atoning the 
preaohera, cut1q nauaeoua reptilea, laaeota, aad 
other tilth in at the w1ndows -.one th• tuale part 
ot the ooncregat1on, and otben1ae int.l!'Uding oa tu 
order ot their church., 1n violation ot the aoat 
aaorecl lua of a tree people, •h1oh prl Yilep all 
peraona to worship Alld.ghty God agreeable to the 
dictate• ot their 01111 oonac1enoe. 
After maturel7 weighins every o1rcwnatanoe, and duly 
oonaiderlna their repeated p-1evancea, 1t wu 4ewr
m1ne4 that, should the7 hereafter ••t with an7 
·1ntenupt:lon a, their plaoe ot wonb:lp, troa 81'11' 
person whatsoever, resort will be had to the laws 
Qt~ state, and proaeou,1on o01111t1tnoetl agaiut the 
often4•ra~7 

6 Ibid., lli5. 

T Ibid. 
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Apparentl7 th1a solved the pro'blea because by Januaey 16, 1829, 

the truate•• were worr,1.ng 1natead about the \Dllleoeaaar, •ute 

ot tuel when the evenlng ••t:lnp luted until attar 1111ctn1ght. 

'1'he sexton was inatruoted to extinguish the lamps at ten o•olook, 

unleaa there were mourner• in_ the house engaged 1n prayer, and. 

there •aa a prospect ot good work to come. 

It 1a said that the whole peninaula was disturbed b7 

articles attaoking the Jlethodiata that appeared in the laaton 

Star trom March to Wovember ot 1806. In 1807 Joseph Jones 

or Wil~ngton printed the 1ngu1rz into the Validity or Jlletho-

41st 1Piaoo2ac7 with the author identified onl7 aa an lp1sco

pal1an ot the State ot Maryland. 'l'hia document a.roused much 

comment thl'O-ughout Delaware. !he author explained that h• 

remained anonyaou$ because his own humble name would not be 

enoup to stamp his atoriea aa authentic, and 'because he waa 

quoting others and did not want to lend his name to false 

reuoning. However, the Bp1aoopal1an explained he had been a 

preacher on trial 1n the Nethocliet Societ7. Ilia puaphlet 

addressed to Aabury 1na1ated that some ot the word.&. of ·the 

Methodist defenders 1n the extended religious controvers7 MN 

not oona1stent with the 4octr1nea they PN&che4. He went on 

to state that it h1a language did not aeem reapeottul, 1t was 

only because he adopted that uaed by a champion ot the Jletho

d1ats in the R.epubl1oan Star,, "Of laaton, llaeyland., during the 

preceding year. The Bpiscop*lian Wdnt on to say that the 

statements on nullbera converted at cuapnaeetinga were not aoourate, 



and got to the main bo4J' ot his paper by cuest1on1ng the 

authority of lletho41st bishops, elders, and deaoons. Tb.is 

pamphlet waa atill advertised tor sale aa late a.a 1809 1n 

'l'he Amerioan Watohlaan. 

III. SOJIB MIR WHO SBRVBD DILAWARB 
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Problema or tinanoe and persecution notw1thatand.1ng, the 

Delaware Methodist had apiritual leaders ot high caliber. 

Prom the Revolutionary period until the War ot 1812, the most 

noteworth7 ot the Methodist clero worked 1n the atate. A.tter 

the War ot 181a, the church turned ita attention tothe tront1era, 

and although the state waa served by coapetent men., soae ot the 

beat went out to work 1n the new oomun1 ties. 'fh1a ma.7 explain 

the use ot rev1vala and OfllllPINetinp 1n Delaware to restore 

tlaa.\ng interest and prevent baokal1d.1ng. It 111&7 further ex

plain why the Nethodiata ha4 to tight the religious decline of 

the 1810-1830 era. 

l. Preeborn Garrettson - The Pamous Messenger 

1,..,)1•:A-e;,n 
Preeborn Garrettson, born on the illlaHJ'n Shore and raised 

in the Churoh ot lft&land, Joined thellethodista 1n June ot 1775. 

Several near-tatal aoo14enta had cau•e4 Garrettson to ponder 

upon the condition ot hi• aoul and. h1s readiness to tace death. 

He sought help and comfort 1n the Methodist aoo1ety and betore 

long •as accepted as a traveling preacher. Garrettson did not 

find personal safety as a lletho41at preacher, tor during the 
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•ar years he was mobbed, .1a1led, and beaten. Yet bis auto

biography aho•• that Garrettson had found strength to taoe 

h1a own probleu and waa aoat concerned tor the aatety ot 

other preachers, eepeoially 1ranc1a Aabury. Ot Aabuey, 

acouaed ot Tory!.•• and d.iaoourapd over a society plasued with 

backalidera, he wrotea 

During this time, dear Mr. P. A. tound an aaylum 
at the houae ot good old 3Udp w. and I believe 
none but the Lord and. hillaelt knew what he 
auttered tor near twel •• months }S 

In 1778 Delaware tr1enda urged Garrettson himaelt to 

remain 1n the ooaparative aatet7 ot Kent County, but after a 

week he waa ott throu&h the oouat17 preaching two to four times 

a day to "listening multitude• bathed in tears.• After several 

narrow ••capes 1n Jllar7lan4, Preebom Garrettson returned to 

Delaware in June, 1778, to work among some c1t1zena of Sussex 

County who had been without a clers,man tor m&n7 years. The 

mission lasted through July, an4 the preacher was happy to••• 
some indifferent men and woaen Join the lletho41ats. 

In the sue ,-ear Garrettson wrote• 

In September 1778, I again returned to DelawareJ 
and on tbe 5th tor the first time, preaehed at Nr. 
v•a in Nualmelon, a lc1nd un •ho bad been a Quaker. 
I bad tor several 4&7• ■uttered deep exerc1au ot 
■ind, eapec1all7 llhile on lll7 •q to thia plaoe. 
'1'he devil wante4 to persuade .. , the Lord •u a 
hard master; and the whole Sabbath aomina l waa 
sorely tempted. Thia appointment was made tor 

8 Preeborn Garrettson, Bxperiences and !'ravels ot 
Mr. Preebom Garrettson, 77. 
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Mr. P.A. wb.1oh oauae41117 trial to be greater. 
At the ••tins there were betwffn five hundred and 
a thousand peopleJ ma.ny ot whom oaae out ot curiosity. 
I preached under a large apreading treeJ but the wind 
being high, I oonoluded to preaoh the aeoon4 ael'IDOn 
in the houaeJ but the houae oould not oontain near 
halt the people.9 

It 11as during the second aenaon that C&leb Bo7ttr, who later 

became a light ot the ohuroh, 11u awakened. 

Garrettson'• relation• with the Preabyter1ana ot Nurd.er

kill (in his eatlmation a place tamed for w1ckedneaa) ••re not 

very cordial. '!he autobiographJ' continued: 

When tirst I preached at Mr. L's, at•• came to 
hearJ but the numbers sra,duall7 1ncreued.; aoula 
••re awakened, and I Joined 1111111' to the society •••• 
'1'he people about llother Kill, ••re broupt up 
Presbyterians, ancl their paator atrove b7 eve17 
aeana to keep them from tlMt llethodS.ataJ but all in 
YainJ they were oonvi8o•d there •u more in religion 
than a MN tol'lll •••• 

l'reebOm Garrettson•• moat oelebrai;ed aermon waa the 

one he preaohed, in peril ot hia lite, troa the atepa of the 

Aa.d•JIJ' in Dover. The Garrettaon aanu■orlpt atatecla 

Septellber 12th, 1778. wu the tirat dq of.., 
entering the town ot Dover, a proverb tor w1oke4-
n•••• I had dea1recl tor aome tiae to a\taok this 
place, but had no opening, till an old gentleman · 
cue one cla7 ancl heard me preaoh at Mr. s ••: hia 
heart was touched, and he gave me an invitation 
to preach 1n the AoadttllJ'. Soaroel7 bad. I alighted 
trom my horse betore I 11as surrounded by hundreds; 
some orie4 one thins, aoae another; aome said, h• 
1a a good man, others said, nay, he cleoeiveth the 

g Ibid., 90. -
10 ~-, 93. 



people--and I was also aoouaed ot being a friend 
to King George. They cried, 'Be is one ot Clowe•a 
un--bang h1m--bang him. • I knOlf not what the 
event would have been, had not the Lord interposed. 
'l'here ••re so man7 tonpes going, and vo1oes heard, 
that I had no possible chance to speak tor myself, 
and to all hwun appearance, I •aa 1n a fair way 
to be tom 1n pieces every mo11ent; I was, however, 
reaoued by aeveral gentlemen ot the town, who 
hearing the uproar, ran to my assistance. 
The eh1et ot these ••re Ill'. P. a Mrohant, who waa 
tormerl7 awakened under llr. Wh1tet1eld, Mr. L. and 
the alderman ot the ton.... I aounted the stage 
at the door of the academy; the people flocked 
round both 111th1n and without. Aa4 atter singing 
and prayer, I gave out, •It it bear fruit well, 
and it not, then attar that, th.OU abalt out !t 
down.' My dear Lord was with me ot a truth, it was 
not 41tt1oult tor me to ■peak, to be heard a 
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quarter or a llile •••• Ve rarel7 ••• such a weeping 
oompa117 1n a llft place • ••• '1'he 110b hung their 
he&claJ many ot th .. were atreoted, and their 
ringleader said, he 11oulcl ooae and uk my pardon 
(so I was intormecl) 1t he thouaht I would forgive 
him; and I understood he betook hilllaelt trom that 
c1a7 to reading the :111,laJ and never ap.2n peraefuted 
the children ot Ood--at least to Jlt1' knowledge.1 

Garretteon eent a written account ot the work 1n Dover 

to Aabu17 111th a request that he OOM to that plaoe aa soon 

aa possible. Garrettson, •anwhile, moved into suaaex CountJ' 

to viait the eoc1et1•• wbioh ha4 been established the preoeding 

year weat ot Laurel 1n Little Creek Hundred, in Bridgeville, 

and near Bethel 1n Broad Cl'ffk Hundred. Ho sooner haA 

Preebom Garrettson gone to the north ot the atate than he 

received an inv1tat1on from a Mr. Volt to retum to the work 

1n Sussex County. Aooord1ng to A B1atorz ot the Rise ot 

ll Ib14. 
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Method1aa 1n Amerioa11 IIUUl7 ot the people living beWMn 

Slaughter Weok and Lew• who had never ... n a ltllhod.tet 

preaoher sattwred along the road to aff Garrettson. At tM 

Wolf hOM in Lewes, Oarrettaon•• Nl'IIOn ... oonetant17 int••• 

rupted 1>1 Volt•• brother who beat upon a drum and a1aed hia 

pistol at the gueat preaoher. 1'he arrival cl the town squire 

with a threat ot 1apr1aonment made lt poaalble tor Garrettson 

to tiniah b1a remarks. When the 1 t1Derant held a aeoond 

service at the ooun house, the .... man bU1lt great r1np ot 

t1re to drive people a11ay by the heat. When thla tailed, he 

rang a bell to dl'01M out the apealcer•• vo1oe. Thia .. rv1oe 

vu tinallJ oonolud.ecl 1ft a larp private l'OOll. 

Another aouro• ot oppoa1t1on wae the Preal»J"terian 

lld.niater who told the people he had. tound n1Mteen errors 1n 

Garrettson•• tire, ael'IIOll. Some ot the oltisena, Harohlna 

their Bibles, round the latter atatement bard to believe. and 

beoame a ooN ot the llethodiat aooie'GJ 1n Lnee. At the t1nal 

ael'IIOD aOIIII threatened to dl'01M llr. Oarrettaon, but no one 

. aotuall7 aoleated bla. Rather, u he lett, a man 111 ao141er•a 

dreaa appeared troll a place twenty ail•• a1f&7 anti d.eolared 

h111ae_lt read_y to go a thouaand 1111•• with the 1,1nerant to 

proteot h1m. 

In 178' Oarrettaon won r ... u a ••Hnps- Mnt 111ce 

an &"'°11, aooording to Coke, tl'OII Barratt•• Chapel to eall 

11 Ledn\111, pp. 119•130. 
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the min1aters to the Christmas Conterenoe in Bal t1more. 1'he 

only unkind oonaent on this lliaaion aHu to have ooM from 

J•••• Lee who aa1d acidly that Garrettson would bave contacted 

aore preaehera it he hadn•t stopped. so trequently to preach. 

Atter the Christmas Conference, Mr. Garrettson' s 4aya 

in Delaware ••re at an end. The next exciting period ot his 

lite waa spent in c&rr71ng the Jlethodi■t teaohinaa to Kova 

Scotia, and his work ended 1n ••• York State. 

a. J•••• Lee - Bia'°rian and Preacher 

Jeaae Lee was the son ot a respectable and au'batant1al 

farmer ot Prinoe George Count7, Virginia. In 1774, the parenta 

and two aona Joined the llethod1ata. P1ve years later Jesse 

preached h1a tirat sermon •hen he took the place or John Dickins 

ao that Dickins might complete aoae writings. 

Lee was dratted into the lorth Carolina militia 1n 1780, 

but on the bU1s or his religious aoruplea retuaed to bear arms. 

B• preached to tbe aold1era troa the guard. bouae, and was t1nall7 

asa1ped to drive a baggage wagon an4 pe1'111tte4 to continue his 

Sund&1· preaoh1ng. 

In 1784 Aal,ury and Petlioord prevailed upon hill to take 

a circuit. By 1809 his Short H1stoq ot the Nethodiata was 

publiahed. In addition to being the church's tirat h1ator1an, 

Lee •aa noted aa the apostle ot Methodism 1n •e• Bngland trom 

1809 to 1815 and tirat Chaplain ot the Bouse ot Representatives. 
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Jesse Lee, who was not above reproaching J'rano1a Asbu17 

tor preaching in full canon1cala, traveled tor twenty-six 

years through the Methodist societies. Between the May Con

terence in Baltimore and the June Conference in Philadelphia 

1n 18001 Lee went through Delaware, preaching 1n many ot the 

towns that knew him •ell. Kia son wrote: 

At Niltord he preached on Beel. xii, 13 and had a 
good ctesree ot liberty and power 1n preaohing. It 
was a solemn tillle an4 a melting season with many ot 
the■• Surely Goel waa there! Here be ba4 the pleaeure 
ot seeing many ot hia old and attached friends. and 
one who had m1aerabl7 •tallen trom grace.' Mr. Lee 
414 not autter the ooeaa1on to paaa without adll1n1a
ter1ng a solemn personal warning to the poor baok
alider to 'tum tl'OII hie 1D1qu1 t7 and 11 ve • ' 'ftle7 
both wept., the one at witnessing a ahipwreok in 
wbioh faith and hope were atran4e4 upon the ooaat ot 
Sin; the other in shame and sorrow tor having paused 
in the race or

3
11te and turned aside troa the W&J' ot 

salvation •••• 

After ••rving aa Seeret&r7 ot the Conte:renoe at SJll7l'D& 

1n 1800, L•• went to W11111ngtoa where he preached. twice on 

Suncl&J'. Bia son '• aooount oontinued: 

At n1ght he had a orowded houae, and a peat 
ahalc1ng UlOIII the dry 1,on••• 'fb.e word took •tteot 
1n t;he hearts ot ainnera, and tb•7 cried out in 
terror. Jlany teared and tled at tbe powerful 
maniteau.t1on ot the Spirit that ukeUl the word of 
the go1pel •qu1ok and powerful.• Upon th.air flight, 
llr. Lee 41717 remarka, •Juat ao it wu with guilt7 
Adam, when he heard Clod eollling into the garden. He 
ran to hide N-9•lt; but not to aak forgiven••• tor 
his aina •••• 

13 Leroy N. Lee, 1'be Lite anct. 'l'iaea ot the Rev, Jeaae 
Lee, 383. - 14 Ibid., 383-384. 
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3. Thomas Ware - 1avorite ot the Dover Circuit 

Thomas Ware•• Presbyterian hoae in Greenwich,••• Jersey, 

was broken by his tather's death. Because or the tinanoial 

problem.a or providing tor eight orphan.a. it was decided that 

Thomas, aged sixteen, should go to live with his uncle 1n Sal•. 

Here youns Ware heard Nethod.1at preachers tor the second tiM, 

and here he enlisted in the Con\inental Al'Jl1. 'lb.Oll&I Ware 

saw some llilitary aot1on, waa 1nY&l1de4 and 41aoharge4, only 

to re-enlist. 

In 1780 the preaching ot Caleb Ped1cor4, ·whom he con

sidered bis spiritual tattier, movecl 'l'bomaa Ware to 301n the 

••• Jersey llethodiata. Atter a t1M he waa aaked to substitute 

tor preachers who could not keep appoilltaenta becauae ot illneaa. 

On suoh an occaa1on JPrancia Asbury heard him preach and intormed 

the young man ot Peclioor4•• recOJ11Nndation that he be 1ent to 

the Dover Circuit. Ware co111Hnted1 

He then told me that I must go down to the penin
sula, and. take the lover c1rou1t, which had but one 
preacher on it; that I could tell the people, it I 
pleased, that I did not come 1n the capacity ot a 
preacher, but only to aasiat 1n keeping up the 
appointments until another could t~ sent; and that 
he would give me a testimonial to introduce me. 
But it they 414 not cortU.all7 receive me, he said, 
I 111&ht ratum, and he wou14i1•• me and compensate 
••tor.-, tille an4 expenses., 

Pear1ng to do more harm than good, Ware set ott tor 

Dover in September, 1783. Although Ware did not mention it, 

15 Lite and Travels ot !hOlll&a Ware, 78-79. 
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Robert To4dl6 reported that the unhappy young preacher some

times broke 4own 1n the pulpit and aobbed. '.l'he oongreption 

ot elllinent ladies and gentlemen wept in aJlll1)athy and waited 

until Ware could collect himaelt and finish hia sermon. 'l'homaa 

Ware diet write about h1a assignment sayings 

I was kinclly received by the people on the Dover 
o1rcu1t, and soon saw that that wu the place tor me. 
l was made to forget that I waa among atranprs, the 
a111pl1o1ty, urbanit7, &ad fervent piet7, ot the 
lletbodiata on Dover oirouit, were auch that, after 
v1ait1Dg a aoeiety once, it ••••4 long before I was 
to return to it ap1n. So• ot the members were 
wealth7 an4 1a the higher circles ot l1teJ but they 
••re not ashamed to bear the orosa. Among th••• 
were so•, partioularly a nuaber ot temalea, 41a
tingu1ahecl tor piety aact zeal, suoh as I bad never 
betoN witneaaecl. '!'he lad7 ot Counsellor Bassett, 
and. her two aiatera, Jira. Jones and War, po1aeaaed 
an unoOJ1110n ••sre• ot the true m11a1onar, ap1r1t, 
and p-eatlJ aided the 70ung preacher■, b7 whoa, 
principally, tbe Lord was oa"71ns on hia work on 
that favored ShoN. to theae llight be added others, 
and eapeolall7 the wile of Jud&tl White, who waa a 
Jlother 1n Israel 1n v•ey cteec1.rr 

While in Dover Tho11&& Ware waa 1nv1te4 to ocoup7 the 

pulpit ot the Angl.1oan Church at Duck Creek. A number ot the 

communicants did not recognise lletho41at preachers as Cbr1at1an 

ministers. So it waa that Just aa the 70ung itinerant began 

the service, three men came up the aisle and seized him b7 the 

collar to expel him headlong from the church. A Nr. Skillington 

rushed to Ware•• defense an4 aelzect one ot the Mn who was 

16 Jletho41am of the Peninsula. 22. 

lT Op. cit., 79. 
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a melllber ot the veatl'J'. Judge R&111ond beged tor peace and 

aent the intruders out of the ohuroh on threat ot oollllitment 

to 3&11. 

Despite auoh ooourrenoea 'l'h011a8 Ware longed tor the 

Dover circuit when he was appointed to Willllington in 1791. 

He wrotez 

••• This waa my first station; but I a1ghed tor the 
baolc woods, which were a paradise to me, compared 
with tllia auttooating ltoroup, 1nteete4 with a 
mptical llliaam, on the aubJect ot religion, •h1ch 
had a deleteriou-a effect on uuu,.y, and eapeo1&117 
on the 70uth. 'l'hey had 1mb1bed this mo1-al poison 
until lt broke out 1n aupero111oua oonteapt ot all 
who were b7 one clue denounced as hirelin;a and w111-
worah1ppera, and by another u tne-11illera and 
pertection1ats. Bence the house in which we wor
ab.ipped wu surrounded by hundreds ot these sons ot 
Belial night atter night, while there were scarcely 
titt7 within; and such were their character and 
oonduot that tell&lea ••re afraid to attend our 
aeetin; at night, and •• had no alternative but to \ 
001114moe aerviee 1n tiM to d1all1a1 the oongregat1on \ 
before dark. Gladly would I have exchanged thia, my 
tint station, tor the •••tem wood.a. I bad, however, 
the. pleasure ot nuaber1ng among those ot my charge 
SOM ot the excellent ot the ear-h, and -,r aat1a• 
faction 1n marking their growth to grace. 

Ware •aa aaa1n serving on the peninllula 1n 1800 and 

•1tneaae4 the great revivals ot spirit at Smyrna., Dover, and 

Milford. 

lt. •••k1el Cooper - Steward or the Book Concem 

Bzekiel Cooper was bom into a Church ot lngland tud.17 

in Caroline County, llaeylan4., 1n 1763. Bia earl7 life was 

l8 OR, oit. 185-186. 
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ruled by a desire to pleaae his mother in all th1np. She 

was greatl7 diapleaaecl, however, 11hen, attar hearing Garrettson, 

her aon c11aplayed a great interest 1n the llethodista. At 

eighteen Cooper went to live with hia brother-in-law, and 

people ot then•• co-un1t7, Judging his actions, thought he 

was a Jllethod1at. In 1781 he did Join the aociet7, and b7 1784 

Bzek1el Cooper had deoided he should preach. 

Be served from••• York to V1r&1n1a between 178'i and 

1796. la other itinerants betore him, he experienced some 

trouble 1D Lewes when the service••• hel4 in the oourt houae. 

Here he had the unpleasant taak ot tumina out tour or t1ve 

d.1aorderl7 meabera. 

In 1797 Cooper was sent to serve in W11111ngton where 

he tound the church to 'be 1n d.iaorder and contusion. Whereas 

the society reported aixt;r-one white an.4 th1rt7-aeven blaolc 

•lllbera, his oaretul survey counted onl7 tort7-nine •h1tea 

and thirty-two blaoka. Phoebua reported19 that Cooper wu 

lucky to be living with the family ot Captain IUchael Da•aon1 

a small group 1n comfortable oircwutancea. He waa tortunate 

also 1n that olergaen ot Preab,terian and Bpiacopalian taitha 

waited on hia lllin1at17 uid ut with h1Dl aoo1all7. On Sunda7 

morning and •••Din& Cooper preached in Willlin&ton, otten with 

a federal Jud&• and hia 1&41' 1n the congregation. Sun4&7 atter

noon and 'l'buraday evening, he preached at llewport. 

19 Beam.a or Light on Barl7 Nethod.iam 1n Aaerica, 136-238. 
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Cooper was not a •shouting Jletho41st,• although he 

believed in the open demonstration ot the workings ot the 

Spirit •1th1n. Alexander Cooper, a deaoendent, noted. 1n hie 

pamphlet on tlethodiam in••• Castle that hia ancestor wrote 

in a 41ary on llarch 8, 1790: 

Could not these ettecta, [speaking ot the sreat 
good be1q aocompliahed by the lllethodiata] be 
produced, without shouting and noiaeat Be 
[ Cooper J replied: •I do not know how that m1ght 
be, but this waa certain, they were not produced 
betore, ancl I doubted 11hether the7 would have 
been, had not God worked th1• extraord.in.aey manner; 
tor I 414 not•••· or hear ot &ft1 auoh ettects, 
--then being ao extensive and a•neral,--except 
•hen there waa this noise and power attending them • 
• • • 111' repeated advice to these people wu, it tba7 
could not be reooac1led to these ahoutinga and 
powertul conversions, to let them alone, lest 
they ahould be fighting apinat God. It it (the 
shouting) was ot men it would come to naught but 
it ot Clod, they coul4 not overthrow it.20 

Bzek1el Cooper waa visited at his station by Dr. Thomae 

Coke in 1797 and had the honor ot aocomp&DJ'iDg him to Phila

delphia and lew York. On Cooper's return to Wilmington in 

Pebruary, 1798, he round that the lawaona had. aoved. and that 

hla new room wu a delight. With the aid ot a glass the young 

preacher could watch shipping on the Delaware River, and he 

counted fourteen or titteen veaaela 1n view at once. Ria 

work at Rewport developed elo1117. !be society at its organi

sation boasted. only one man and six or aeftn women. In Willling

ton the llethocl1ata held a weekly prayer meeting on 'rueadaya. 

20 Cooper, pp. 24-25. 



131 

On J'ebruary 13, 1798, they organ1zed a singing meeting to 

practice the Methodist tunes. In Jllaroh a revival be1an and 

several joined the society, putting away gay and worldly 

habits and dressing 1n auoh somber garments that friends 

tailed to recognize them. 

At the conterenoe in Philadelphia Bzekiel Cooper was 

able to report an increase ot eight whites and eleven blacks 

in t1va montba on \he charge. On hi• retum, Cooper worked 

out a aohedule ao that he preached in •••port once 1n two 

•••ka but spent three d.a7a 1n pastoral visitations. Since he 

called on tr1en4 and toe alike, 111Uch ot the opposition to 

Jlethod1s■ •aa broken down as people learned to know hill.21 

Cooper established a branch ot the Hewport Church in 

Rew castle where the people began building a small trame 

church in 1798. A congregation and class bad been eatabliahed 

1n 1769, but Methodism raced hard times in this town. In 

August, 1798, yellow tever broke out in Willlington, Cooper 

wrote: 

The place aeema almost deserted, the people have 
ao moved out. W• hav•"'.""onl7 about t"nty white 
trienda lett in town.22 

Cooper w•nt to atay in lewport and returned b7 da7 to work in 

the Wilmington Society while the tever continued through 

21 
Op. cit., 240-255. 

22 Op. cit., 249. 
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September and October. 

When John D1olc1na 41ed 1n 1799, Blahop Aabury prevailed 

upon Bzekiel Cooper to take over the ottice ot Book Steward. 

Cooper retired trom Delaware and the active ld.niatry to take 

charge ot Nethocl1at publ1cat1ona. 

5. BenJamin Abbott • The Po .. rtul Bxhorter 

BenJUlin AbbOtt was bom in Pennsylvania in 1732 and 

became a Method.lat at the aa• ot forty. Beoauae the conference 

allo111ance ••• not autt1c1ent to aupport his taail7, Abbott 

continued to tarm while serving u a local preaoher. However, 

b7 1789 he wu able to Join the traveling minlat17. Be 

preached 1n Delaware on Jll&ftJ' occasione, and. hia work 1n the 

atate •ae otten aooompanied 1>7 etranp ph7aical phenomena. 

Prequentl7 h1a hearers would tall u though dead, only to ariu 

•1th praise on their lips. Thia behavior bad been noted 1n 

the aud1enc•• ot Veasley, Whitefield, Aabu17, and Garrettson, 

but with Abbott it ae ... d to occur more trequentl7 and to a 

more str1k1ng agree. Although extremely illiterate an4 often 

unable to express hillaelt sruamat1oally even 1n the vernacular, 

BenJud.n Abbott had a magnetic power which made IIUlJ' ot hia 

hearers address him lovins].7 as •ather Abbo,t. 

According to Led.num, 1t •as in 1781 that Benjamin Abbott 

came to Delaware, where h1a tirst appointment was at••• castle, 
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in the tavem kept by Robert hmeaa.23 !his Christian gentle

man stood at the door during the aervioe and prevented. the 

"congregation" trom aob'bing the miniaMr. A third appointment 

was near Chr1at1uaa village 1n the bounds ot Ute Iron Hill 

Bapt1at congregation. Here J'ather Abltott ••• attacked b7 

several hearers because he preaobe4 universal reclellpt1on, the 

poss1b11.1t7 ot tallin& tro11 araoe, and salvation tl"Oll ain 1n 

thie lite. Letlnwl recounted the atory ot the a1xth appointment, 

which wu in the area ot the White Cla7 Creek Preeb,-terian 

congregation near Jlewark, Delaware. Be wrote 1 

Stopp1q to inquire the •&7 a MIi ot.tered to go 
with hill, telllng him there 1• to 'be a Jlethodiat 
preaoher there, aa4 our preaoher 1a to M there'° 
trap b1a in hla 41a•oure;e. 'l'he711ere Joined b,
tbe oona\able ot ,u plaoe, who a110re bitterl7 
that the Jlethocl1•t PN&oher (not tbink1ng he ... 
ridin& b7 his aide) ahould ao to .jail ~t 4&7. 
!here wu a large oonarept1on. !'be 111111 ot the 
houae requested bill to preaoh 1n tavor ot the 11ar., 
aa it wu a Preab,teriaa ne1Sb]>omood. He repliecl 
he would preaoh u God clirecte« hia. Be bepn, 
having the oonatable .tu•t before hia; 1dlo, •• aoon 
aa he au that the preaober bad heard hia profane 
oonvenation on h1• way to the ••tlna, bis 
oountenanoe tell and be turned pale. Brave aant 
!he power ot God reawd on the apeakera there wu 
treabling, and tlowing teara 1n abundanoe. Atter 
leaving his name with them at the recau1et ot some 
ot them, he departed tro■ thea unhurt. 4 

!'he reception aooordecl BenJUlin Abbott 1n Delaware 

seemed to have illproved eventuall7, beoauae John !'firth quoted 

BenJamin Abbott u aaJ'ing: 

13 Mee ot Netbodia■ 1n Aaerioa, 285-286. 
21' 

Ibid., 286. 



••xt day I preached at Cloud•• lleeting Bouse, 
and at night held a prayer meeting at their houseJ 
it •••med to be the only cry of Christiana, tor 
olean hearts. Several ••re lost 1n the ocean ot 
loveJ •• had a powertul, •lting, shouting tille. 
••xt da7, I aet ort tor hoae, aad ••nt to lfillllington 
uul preached 1n an old store house on the wbart. 
So• people went throupl the town ancl aa14, then 
•as an 014 sailor ouraing and ■wearing at a krrible 
rateJ this brought the people tosether troa ever,
quarter, and the houae and whart 11aa crowded. Soae 
••Pt, SOiie laughed, and othera aoolcedJ ao1111 •r• 
a11akene4 and came to ae anct inquired •hat the7 ahould 
do to be aave4 a I told them to look t2 Jesua and 
the7 should t1n4 rest to their aoula.2, 

Th• oourqeoua Abbott returned to Delaware the tollo11ing 

year. Pt1rth oontinued.1 

Soae tiae after this, ay aon Davicl ••• riding 1n 
the Delaware State, on the Dover circuit, and I 
oroaae4 the Delaware river 1n order to meet hill at 
J. s•a but being a 4q too law, he bad departed 
ver, aorrowtul, oonolu41ng I was a1ok, aa he had 
written, N4ueat1ng • '° ••t him thereJ ho .. ver, 
l pu1hed. atter him, ud. overtook hill at Duck Creek 
Croaa-1.oada, preaching to a large conaregat1on in 
an orcharclJ but coaing behind hill, he saw nothing 
ot • until he concludeds and a• aoon aa be stepped 
ott the stand, I atepped on,. and pve an exhortation., 
and 1natantly Oo4 attended the truth with wwer., 
the people or1e4 aloud, and•• bad a shout~ the 

• camp J but aa 1 t was likely to interfere with our 
next appointment, I d1$miaaed the people, and went 
to Black■tonta meeting house, where the people 
expected .. , and a larp multitude was assembled •••• 16 

At Blackiston'a BenJamin Abbott preached amid weeping 

and shoutina, Uld. the peculiar phJ'a1oal phenomena ot ainnera 

tall1nr. +.,:, +)'\e tloor oocurecl at sc.veral other meetings in the 

vicinity ot Smyrna. Here Abbott was reprimanded tor the 

15 F-ff rienoe and GoeR!l Labol'II ot the JleY t BenJa,min 
Abltott, 11 - 3. 

26 n1c1., 1ao. 



enthusiasa he provoked b7 a preacher named Joaeph Wyatt. 

Abbott aaid: 

117 next appointment was at th• house ot a preaeherJ 
•ho, having heard ot what 11aa going oa, tol4 • 
that it waa all oontuaion, tbat ao• ••• a Godot 
order. I told him that he llli&ht rest u■ure4 that 
1t wu the power ot Clod. Vbiie I •u preaohing, 
the power aelzec a woaan ■1tt1ag hetore •1 ahe 
-.,.gan to trellble, and tell to the tloor. When 
she, ... to, she sprang up, olappinl her hancla, UMI 
or,1111 aloud, ''fell tile alnnera it 1■ the work ot 
the LoJtdl' 'l'h1a alanae4 the ton, and brought 
IIIUl7 people toptberJ and the Spirit ot Clod laid 
hold on ■everal ot thel\J and they lMtpn to nep. 
m.reo,17 UMI al&S.n an4 the lfOW\4H lay all through 
the house; aoae crying tor mercy, others praising 
OodJ and aaong them the preaoher 1n •hoae house 
the7 •ere. s .. protea• .. to have r.oei'V•ed pardon 
ot their aina; and one testified that the blood 
ot Obrist had. cleansed trom all sin. I Mt the 
oluaJ 1111d apoke firat to the preaebers What 4o 
you think ot it, my brother--ia it the work or Ood 
or aott '0! • 8&14 lie, •I never thought that God 
would pour out his Spirit 1n such a manner, tor I 
oould not aove hand nor too, any aore ~ a dead 
man; but I ua as happ7 as I can live. •27 

135 

Probably Abbott telt 8GIUWbat 1nter10l' to bia brother 

preaobera beoauae ot hla laok ot toraal ed.uoatlon. Be relate4 

in the following •oru the ato17 ot bo• J'ranoia Aa1'u17 restored 

hia oont14enoe1 

••xt da7 I•• Brother Aal>ury .. c1 aboUt twenty other 
preaohera, at Brother 'lboaas Whit••• on their W&J' to 
cauarterl7 ••ting. Brother Aa'bury ulcecl • wha, ne•a 
% brought from the aea-ooaat. One or the preachers 
aaid (3Uqi11g troa bl• OOIIIIOD appeannoe that he ... 
a dolt), 'Vhs he oan tell you nothing. • •Yea, yea, • 
■aid Brother Aa1»u17, 'h• oan tell ua aoMtbing.• I 

rr 
Lednum, A H1atorz: ot the Rise ot Methodism 1n 

America, 337-338. 



6. Soloaon Sbarp • 1111\hocU.at Patr1aroh 

SOlOIID11 Sharp WU 'born into an laetern ShoN hOJIII wbioh 

wu llethocliat troa U. 4&78 of the ploneer toundera. In 1791 

he wu adlaltMcl to the Conference and troa then until hie 

death 1111836 be ••rvM ln the areu ot Jlllford, s111n•, Dowr, 

...S Wlllllinaton. INll'P wu a .u11pa, ...... , ot the Sel'ip1rtlffa, 

ud Illa HJIIIOIUI NN dellftred .1,11 an air of d:lgni'7 Ulc1 

authority. v. •• sp...- reoo"""4 ane aneock>M la 'tlh1oh 

Soloaon Sbarp'• patrl&Nbal apJMtaranae UICI t&apff taeilS.tJ' ot 

ac1ap,111g h1■Mlt cau1o1e1-, to penona and olrowtan ... elool 

11111 In pod ■Mad. While Sharp wu on the Delaware o1rou1t 

•• preaitU:Dg elder, \be wo'l'lalen 1n a ahoe taotor, seat tor b1a 

under the pretenae tba1' one ot tMa wu 1n sreat diatreaa IM• 

cauae ot eln and. wanted help 1n pra,er. When Sbal'p arriYtMI, 

he found tbe pen1tent 'boNc1 down aml inquiring hoW t,o be aaved. 



131 

Aa the prreaoller llatenecl to '1le,... .lllld 1 ... lh7 No1"'1 ot 

•JIOIIC-doinp, bl• auapiolou ol a ,r.1.e1t •N ooat1l'llllNI u alr 

p1na •PNIMI OIi Ule taou ot -- tell• lfOrkere. Sol-- Sharp 

took oOllllllllld ot tbe altua,1on b7 •ta•Haa wltll bl• Nole to 

-. on1-, door. h'oll tlWI ftll'8p po1a, a. expla111e4 Ule 

lllllallias ot •1•---•• 11114 apoke ot oond\lot and obaraowr in a 

ne• way. Al 1111 .... , oa '° eluau,, Ida aartl .. aucU.eaoe u 

lleaffll-dal'illa, llea.,...proYOld.na, and a.11 .... rv111& a111nen, 

a tn bepa to tNllbl•. But a, hie ""81der1n& "Down on 70ur 

Jmee•," the IIOl'DN aougbt •ro~ and pleaded •1th 1lbe old pntle-

11811 to pra, tor tbell. .._. daU4 Ut.e bealllll1ll8 ot tbttlr 

M1181ou• lU• troll t111e pl'IIIIIC.19 

7. 8M17 Boahll - Conapan1on ot B1abops 

llenl7 Boehlll, N1ae4 1n a Unl'-4 BrethND houHbold in 

Penna,-1van1a, ... oonvel'ted bJ' lle~•t pnaoblng 1n hl,ruar,-, 

1793. Vbatooat tul'ftlabed the plana tor a ohapel whloh wu 

bull t Oft tbe Boetll landa, ... 1n thia llfftlng boUM, Benr, 

Boehm heard the earlJ llethotiet preaohen•-Strawbr1dp, Abl:tott, 

Coke, Vbatooat, leaaop, and Ware•-tdlo •" &111aya 'Nlooaed b7 

Henry•• father 1n hie boM and chapel. 

Ill 1799 Boehll oant to DelUlaN acOGllll)al!l71ft DI-_. 1111111111 

P. Oballdler, u. UNult preaober, •bo had .,..o u. Na 

lt&\hina a, Gape llenlopan te n•ton tbe t.m,,--1our-,-r-01••• 

19 '!'b! lle'11ocllat. 215-118. 



hulUI. In l'O\lte the traYelen ••PPM tor• cauute1117 ... ,. 

lna a'i llal'rat, '• Oh&pel and .-Urina Ille left teut lem7 IJNla 

.... a OOftm, w.t.Vl Clod'° .. YOW h:S•••lt '° Ilia WOik 1t 

health wu reatored to hlm. At Leve• Boebtl and Chandler 

lodged at the bOll8 ot Caleb lodne7. loebll _, the l18)1tbou .. 

keeper •ho IIU a lletbodiat looal preaolwr IIIUlle4 I. R. Harg\la 

and wu 1nt1uenoet1 'b7 ble Ohr1a'IS1an e.xaaple. on.._ Joume7 

home He1117 Boebll attended Ul8 quarterl~ ... ,1ng at Nlltol'd, 

•here he•• an 1ntluent1al man bl'O\ISht to hia lmffa and 

heard '1w Rev. 111111• 11111• l1ken itinerant preachers to 

ataadarcl N&Nn sa Ula Cb.natlall uw, bat'1lna tor CIOd and 

truth. kell .. of .... OOII ... U and llloldent• .... a deep 

lllpreaal• upon the JOU118 1111a. 

111111• !MIDl!ClflOII ltoeha NOOUIIW bow be .. tel'l11Mcl 

to ente• Ule 1t1aenm, lite and ... ae•pMcl 1,7 tile llllhodiat 

Churcb 111 a ... 17 of 1800. Slx ,_.. laHr he WU appointed 

with .Tw• llatwn to UMt Dover C1Nu1,, ISheN V1111alll i. 

Chandler ... U. prealdina elder• Tbua Boehll tulf1lled. the 

oovenant 1111144a ,-an before Sn aana,,,. Chapel. lleDl7 Boeha 

otten atqect 1n Dover at the bOll8 ot lliohard Buaett When the 

dJi.n& B1ahop Vhatooat wu oontlnecl there •1th bia lut 1llne••• 

H•1117 lloehll helped O&N tor the 1nYal1d and treuured the Ill.IQ' 

1aterv1•• the~ had. P1.'0ll 1806 un,11 1819 when be wu appolnled 

to the Del ... re Dla1.l'iot, tlMI ataw • ., little or Boehlll, 1lho 

made aeveral -••l ilo\lN oft• u. expandtag oonterencea •1th 
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Bloop Aa1N17. In 1811 the ooateNa ..... held at Ille 111.ltord 

Ohuroll llhloll lloebll NrYN, and he entertained 81ahop George, 

Preebom Oarrettaon and &Uklel Cooper la hia hOllll.3° 

lltlm7 Boebll •• lo'lill&, VtouabU\11 aatMN 1• UluetN.1414 

1a tbe toll•ina ato17 NOOUllted "" -roM • .... Ana Jltnt1\, 

1lllf:> tied ill &JJctoa, 11117111114 in 1883, at-. ... ot nSne•J'• 

imNe, 1o1• U. &Utllol' of ... NllffNlOD \llld.er 11en17 ...... 

lllnlatr, ., Puftlllll'• ... __ lkNM IINI' tbe ...... , -- ot 

••lMD at '1'111 ... ot 11111. 'fCMld. wrote, 

But 11t,1e a, .... :1oa ... pftll to old.l._ Sa -
da1a, anti the pea1wat child wu kneeling alone ln 
a eoftllllrJ ..._, .... Ule oloM ot ._ ... ._, 
Mr. Boehll, tbe JOU111 preaoher, approaobed her1_ 
Ni ... 1111• hNd ... ,17, Md ueJal ... , 'Wbr',. u 
thl• lan•t-, 11t,1e Aml1•1 • and ~ apoke ao 
•-~ and lovlnali- to blr, ttlllt 1n a 11,,1e 
wb.lle abe waa njololna 1n the ..iva,1on ot 11111 llbo 
aa14, •sutter tbe little ob.Uclna. aad forbid thea 
not to ..... • 1, ••• llaft Nell a •liataV\al 
epiaode, 1lhen .. ,,..,,-.r1ve ,._.. atteftl&l'da, u. 
.... devoted un ot God •t thla pnoloua motbrlr 
1a larul, and beard fl'OII the llpa of her bit bad 
C111oe oallN. 'IQ' llt,le Aalie, • INil llllall be lltld 
auppo ... 1ena •ta• dNd, -.. aMft ••n ot 1111• 
eoaftNloll ~ hla 1IIIIVU11111ulil7.lJ. 

••t all Nll1mM1•' iU.ranta •l'O• U.lr owa atori•• or 

found bS.opapbeN .... 1MN pu .... s .. ,1a11. onlJ' a llne 

30 lloeba, pp. 138-1••· 
31 .. !!Je411111 ot b Pen1Uula, 30. 



1dent1tlecl a Mn 1lho lllipt b&ve bad• lllponaat oareeit 1n 

the earl,- n1nlltMntb oe11tu17. 

Sueh a an ... Vllliall 0111. e111 ... born near Odeeaa 

and becw-. tint •Uft .. .ws.., Pl'MAber to eater U. 

1tlne~ rallk1 troa Dllawue. 1, la DIOWI Iha, lie Hrftd 

on tlw Su•••• oirou11' with D&Yld '"°'' and llfO otbeN 1n 
1781. 0111 had Nell a tallor I>,. , ..... , .,., a 111111 of auob 

auperlor illMlleo, --.t 91' • ...,JMd.n Jtull oalled bSII the 

peat.at 41Ylne he bad ever heard. 1'he doctor wu ao impre ... d 

with 1'hat 11U 80IUl16'Nd tM .... pl'OtOIIM and pldloaopblo 

ll1nd ln the 1,1neraat ldnla,.,. ... , lie attel'llla1'4 defead.ed ·u. 
lletboclia, ldnla,17 ... s .. , the preval•t oba.1911 or tponmoe 

ancl tanatlo1aa. 

01111 

• In hi• autobioSNPh,' 'lbotla8 Vue OOIIMl'lted on lf1lllaa 

0111 wu •aaJ.•◄194, and, bl' tho .. llhoM powera ot 
Y1a1on '"'" atronc like hla, be..,. 4"11ed one ot 
a tibouea'IMIJ 1na,, "" the 1 ... ,..., .. ,_, Illa 
taienu oou14 not be tu11,- appnoiaw«! u he often 
aoaN4I M,onl Ulell. 0a lhl• aoeoun,, elll ... no, 
a taYOriM preaoblr ot 111ne. But, 1n ooaveraa,1or&, 
whloll atto.-. • oppoft\1111,1' tor-Ukllta ..-auana 
and reoe1v1ng explanat1ona on .. ep and lntenatlng 
aubJeo••• I have Nldoa lmOlla Id.a ..-i. •• .:sa 
V1)11UI 111111U ua\lall~ Nfel'NC w u u.t bo■OII 

tr1end ot John '1\lnnell and Caleb PediooJ'd. Vue wrote 

a,-patbe,10&117 ot ,ecu.ool'd, Who-.. l>om 1n J'reder1ok Count,, 

Nar,-land 1n 1785t 

31 Llt• and tevelp ot 'ftJO!!:! V!:£!, 86. 



P.Uoos,t wu a aaa or a nae llalll.1' toftl, and 111• 
countanaaoe 1nd1oated 1ntell1pnoe and mob tender 
MU11t1llt~. 111• voloe waa aot, ... NaUlcaltl7 
plaln.UveJ and be poeNaM4 the nre talent to 
touoh an4 aoYe hla aud1enoe at onae. I have 8Mft 
lbt Mar a-.., anl llWI bl .. tall, INttoN lie bad 
uttered thrN MDtenoea, llbioh WN .-.ra111 
... 1ea,1oua. Jlor did he NlH upeotatlona '° 
dlaappo1nt thea. Lilce 'l'Unllell, 1w 8.l'OM aa be ad• 
vanoed Sn bl• eub.1ect.J .... 1t lie eould ao,, "1Ul 
hia, blnd Ida audieaoe wlth obaina, be ooul4 draw 
... atkr Ida ld111\ a elllala ooftl. ..... •• a ... .,N Mn4el'l1' Nloftfl in our part ot the 
aoun,17 lban beJ alld lt th4t ••S.•loa ot tbelr 
re1a,1ve olalaa clevolft4 on•• I ebou14 aq 
tbeN WU -- lllce ..U.aol'd. But be WU -, 
ap1r1tual tatber.33 
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A fellow .... ot 1h11 period ... W1180II IAe llhe ... 

bol'II 111 S118HX CcNat, 1n 1761 llllc1 •leNd -- 111111•- in 1781a. 
Be wu noted amns hla tellow IWliatera tor the ooffeot.neae 

ot h1a lit•• the tervenoy ot hia apir1,, and the ability ot 

adaptlng bia diaoouraea to t.lMI oon41t1on and oharaoter ot b11 

bearers. _Noat ot hla aerv1oe waa tar tl'OII suaaex County 1n 

llla17land, Penna7l vanta, and Kentuolq. 3" 

Aao'11ar ooat1-,0N17 wu Caleb BoJe•, ••sve ot Keat 

coun,7, who Nwecl u.re all~- 111■ ..... r. The 1111ft vu 

converted under PreebOm OarNttaon and 1n 1780 enteNd the 

· 1t1Dlnnor. Be wu eleeted an elder at ._ Ch.1'1atmaa eont•r• 

enoe. BJ' 1788 t1Dano1al olroumatanoea toroed h1m to locate 

33 DH· 
3" St.evm, 11!fpL9i b !!!M9M•I IJ>1•00ftl Chun!! 

in thtp J!a1tecl Stat.a, , tll • 

. . 
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near Dover so u to provide adequately tor bis tllllily. ao,.r 

aerved MN aa a local preaoher tor.the next '1Nm1.7•t1ve ,-ara.35 

In 1779 w1111aa .J•aaop Jo1ne4 the lltthodiata 1n hie 

nat1ft suasex. Bia tatber ao oppoaed the oho1oe that be woulcl 

not al.low the 1'07 to ao to Sabbath ••tlna 1n better olothee 

than the ■lave■ wore. "'1• wu not auttloient to ahaat 10Ull8 

W1lliaa into •tar1n& home. llhen leuop bepa to 1tlnerate, hia 

father, llbo waa a large land-owner, retuaecl to 1\amlall a 

borae and auikble olothea. 1'be pneroa1ty ot hi.a bretbNn 

llllcle lt poaa1bl• tor Wllllall leaaop to Ngin hia work llhlob 

took hill boa V1rgln1a to ■ova sootia 1n UMt next eleven ,eara.36 

there are •riced •1111lutt1ea 111 the llfta ot the 11,t1e 

lmO'e Delaware PNA•ben. .._, ot Ula elal"IMNI 1ft a ...._, 

301M4 a lllilboUa, eoeu,7, anct felt tile MN to pzaeaob. Often 

U.1r eloquence ... alnoere but untutoNd. Perhaps tbia dl'ft 

lftUO' blarera who MN not 1n awe ot a 1111ft ao lilce thlallelvea. 

JPNquently the 1t1nenmt had to looate lo provlde tor a tuaily 

and 1n looatina beoaae the oenter ot a ohunh. 



CHAPmt nu 

DIB DILA.WARB llftll>D!S'l' AIID BDUCAflOI 

llltbodi• aho'Nd an inMNa, 1n eclu•Uon t1'0II the -

ot 1'8 b1nh 1n a \lftlveralty. llan7 or the earl7 lngl.1ah 

preaobera bad an e4uoa'1onal baokpoulld •lldlar '° lbtl W.alep. 

But in Allerloa, WMN a peat __.._. ot l.q PN&OMftl WN 

\INCi, the eburob aoqu:lNd a Nputatlon tor a laa1I of ialeN•t 

111 NUoatlon. In-. eul,- peno, Nfl.ftllat1e u,o.s,.,. _,. 

have IMl4tll e80\1ah te bold a ooaareaa,1o11 lopthlr, 1n1, ~17 

u u. •OOIIOll1o, aoolal, and ecluoational ■tawa ot tM _..ra 

obanp4 it •u neoeaa&r7 to t1nd qualities other 1iban enthu• 

aium 1n a preacher. It 1a true that aOIN ot the lllellll>ere ot 

early ohurob oounolls teared that tonnal 111nlater1al eduoats.on 

would dampen the ardor ot the ol•l'IY• but the1' never oppoaed 

sohoola. 

lohll Mok1M laid a plan tor an ao-'-io suuwtloa 
MfON fNII018A■'-\1171n 1780, and at V. Banal•'• Chapel 

1llten1n A•INIT allbld.,ted the propoll&l '° DI'. Coke. !hla 

..-,1 .... pve 111• approY&l and aeourecl tl'OJI tbtt Chrl•tmu 

Contereno• an aaN8Mll' to begS.n a oollqlate 11111\ltution 

near kltlamN. tbe 1-,1,uUoa nalMMI Colceat.111.47 opeDltCI 111 

1785 and b7 1791 bad IIION \ban •••• ,,. 1tudenta. After lt 

•aa deatl'O,recl by t1N 1n 1795, Vl.rM attempts to revive it 

••re unauooeaatul. An 1nat1"1tlon ot lta tn,e a,. have beft 

preuwre. 'beaauM 1t oerta1n17 never reoelved the whole-hearted 



support ot Aab\117 and Ule pNUMra. Steveu 1uoted. Aew~•• 

oou•■nt Oft NN1V1ng IIOl'd ot UNI tlftt 

Tbe Lord oalled DOI ... Wblkt1e14 nor Ule 
Nelb.ocUata to b\1114 oollepa. I •labe4 only 
tor aolloola--1>1'. Oolc• wante4 a 0011 .... I fNl 
41atre■aecl at U. lo•• ot the 11bl'&IT.~ 

Aa'b\117 DOif bepn to urp lbe 1:N114lna ot a.a,•1•• 

aohoola. In a 1., .... to the bNtbren f1')11 ... sai .. , ... 

Jerae7. dated septerlber 16, 1791, be gave detailed •uae•tlona 

on teaobera, the ourrioul\111• auperv1a1on, 811d tlnanoea.1 On 

this basis a m.-.r ot aoadell1•• •N Ht up but all RN 

abort•llved--not one beoaae permanent. 

'lod4 ooaeahd brietl7 on the abaenoe or general 

eduoat1on la !l!'b941M ot 5M PfD191ul9. Be touat that 1n 

.Del•are, eeboola wn •1 .. 1~ aeatt;ered and tMll' CNl'rioula 

did not u'Mlld M70Dd the ru41wata. I\Nlpna fNNI tbe ll\Dlber 

ot "X'•" on pet1,1ona perhape l••• than halt ot the population 

oould wr1 te their own ..... o:r aep aooounta. !here Nre no 

publ1o-aupponecl aohoola wh1oh •ant '1ult trad1t1onall~ 

eduoat1oa wu 1n the handa ot the elero, a all&ll poup •1th 

deoidedl,- lllllted fulida.3 

Un1Hf ~JHJ?Eh:t.tr. lle5.!eU:at. 9\•fOIIH Chureb !q the 

I @DU!:!•• 161•16'1. 
3 •• us. 



In 1780 a llr. J--• Colelllll .... tl'OII Vu,slnia to 

Dover to waell in a aohool 11b.lob bu bMII _.. ....... by 

Dr. Jlega and Ill'. AalNr,. Nlpw m lo baft ellArp ot the 

aobool after A8ll\ll'J' ttrough, Ill'. Col.NIia M \be '°"8. Appuentl7 

Coleman... 1D llllliN•Ulla .... l,op uatll 1785, When, 

aooording to tbe N:BuS,a, he dealaW and returned u 111n1ater 

ot a omlNh ln v1rssas.a.• 

About tiff ,-ara la'4tr John !hel•ll, a 4evout llltho• 

41at, Ht up a eohool in W1lld..ngton. Riobard Whatcoat N• 

oorded 111 bla .toumal that on Auguat 19, 1190, he bad dined 

with thia native ot INland. ln hderal.S.a, Dlluare, Dr. 

John 11\mroe atate41 

••• In b1a aohool tirat the Brit1ah Hon Book, 
'111111 D.llllClfth'• apell ... Goueb'• arl-,l•• ... 
the Bible wre 1tandard -.xu, and a pra;.i-, and 
• ti,- .... 1Jhl opeatag ... N1Na. •Ille ratun or 
the t•NJ.• ••--• to be 1n perpewal muon, and 
•n u ..... f1 1118 Nldnal7 u .,....,1oa ue 
at tbla ••••• · 

oa 111M 15; 1801, B1abop Aa1N17 •u ill Doftr 8D4 wro• 
I 

in hia lO\lfflal.1 

323. 

• • • Ja tlW an.moon I IIU■t ..... IO '° attend 
an examS.nat1on ot the oblldren 1a a aobool partly 
under the Ne~at cU.reat1ona I oould ban no, 
tb.oqbt tbe aoholan would ao peaU7 illpl'Oft ill 

5 P. 60, cuotina tl'Oll John Bullton, .. soa ftajnlecen.oea or W1l■ •t•n and 111' 'louthtul ___ ..., h," DllawaN B1ato17, I, 
(.Tul.-,, 19'6l, 90 and Blisabe'th Nontso•'T, !!9i9Seot99t• ot 
W1llld.nf!op Pb1l••• 1851). 163. 



ao ahOn a U...1 "-lr llllpNYWnt Ntleou 
honour upon their teaoher, a llr. ll\lgbea, a llttbo• 
ua, trca Ireland. !'be auMl' Md prcwUed. a 
llfldal, b\lt the cOllllitwe Judpd. it proper to kNp 
1, t•• a f\lwN em'lllat;loa. llde1d, Ute wter 
twuelt..,. beet •tltlecl to an holl0r&17 rew&rdJ 
and tbla Nin&.._ -1'&1 ... ,1■1n,, a atab
aoription wu undenalcen tor IIOIIIJ', '° tumleh ta. 
eblldNa eao11 •1th a 1111&11 auwr al•••_. ao 
1lake tl\811 ec(u&l ln a fNe OO\lllt17.t> 

Durill& the t1ra, tb.Ne •--•of-. 1W111'8atb 

oentuJ-7 Hveral o"'4tr mll aohoOla wre opeaecl. in oon

.1Unot1on with thrl Gull S11811P lleetlng Hou•• 1a Little Creek 

Hundred, Suaaex Count,-, a da7 aobool tor whlM and ooloNd 

ohllclren developed. 1W 1803 1n •aa11ooke Hundred a loS ... ,. 

111& houH kno1ln u Colcea1N17 •u oomtNoted. la th.la 'build• 

1118 the ts.rat hN aobool 111 Delaware m aalnta111ff b7 the 

lletbocllat.a with tbe ohuroh pqing all u. expena••• Little 

Chapel of seatol'd Hun4N4 wu built to aoeomodate bo-. • 
aobool and ohUrch. Jloat ot tM•• 1nat1tut1oaa tailed. !tMlt 

maJorit7 ot Dllla•are Jletbo41ata •re 1n the lowr 1nCOM 

braoketa, and tbe7 found 1, an iaoNUllla llai,lald.p to auppon 

-. aoboola ll7 g;S.tu or Ulroup "11'1on tor ,11e1r ohll..._ 
aad to auppol't ttMI clmrob alao. 

Jlelavue 111'1\odlata at111 telt reapona1b111t7 in 

educat1onal ••ten and approved the pollo7 of the General 

Conterenc• ot 1810. Tbla body •ua-•ted that eduoat10D&l 

1nat1tul1ona be ••t up b7 tbe nveral annual oonterenoea and 

6 Journal, DI, '¥1. 
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sa•• the 1»1ehopa ,hi auibon,7 to appoiat ,nwllna ldldeten 

u ott1olal• and teaoben ill U. ooll• .. •. !Ida idea bad 

prev1ou•l1' 'bNn looked on wltb dlatavor. JPollotdng 1sbia 

augpatlon ot ttae annual oontereaoe it ... w11 lnM 1dle law 

1830'• betoN 111.wtat ••1narl•• ...... , up la Wllldllpon, 

SIQT'D&. and Seatol'd. In the .... ,llle moh eaea,1on at the 

elwnt&IT level ... oarrl .. on UlrcNp 1ale aunda, Sctbool1. 

'!he 1 ... ot 8unda7 SobOol■ wu no, Ol'l&inal •l\b the 

people called lllthodiata. An Bft&ll•h nonoontoftliet Mlll4 

RoNn llaikea had put tortb tM idea ot as~ Sobool u a 

place to teaoh the three R'• to wait• ptbeNd 1n trca the 

etrMta. lngliab llethodiau adopted '1W id.ea a111oa, aa Raikes 

propoMd 1,. Well 1ntol'IMICI auim.orltle• bad atatecl tbat the 

dlaoover, ot the value ot the ob1l4 pe11 out ot Raike•• idea, 

and tbla Nll&1Md one ot the pemanent suu ot the ennpll• 

oal rev1va1.T 

In 1780 ,ranoia lsbu17 arranged to pr.aah to the 

children at ll&rratt•a Chapel. Be appoiatecl a place tor tbea 

to a1, 1n the ohapel and requeat.ed t;he pareau 1lo •end a aote 

with each oh.114 1ntofll1ng hlll ot lta Mapei- and aa,- rtoea to 

whiob the llllall one lllabt lie aub4'eo,. Jll'OII "'1• \ime on, 

-Aabury trecauently urged b1a pNaobere to follow ht• exuple 

in oarilla tor the oh114Nn.8 

7 Luoooolc. 1'hf 810£12t Ill~•• 109. 
8 Nocarter, N,a1.0r1ffl et E:21£YM.oal l!l919l!lf!!M:a 

ot R!lPH!• 119. 



'Ille :I.Dtereat ot tbe •bc)le Aaerleaa llrllboUat Clmrob. 

... Uluavaw b7 Ute eqpaU01118 on lmld•• lebool• tOUIMI la 

Ille Cont•ren• NM•• to• '11111 JUI' l 790. Iba """91 NUt 

Quea,. 17. Vbaii 9■-1 N ._. tor U. laa1No'1oa 
ot poor obildren (Wblte• ... blaok) to Nadt 
Anall. r.e, •• lalMlr, u ttte bean UII aoul ot ... 
111111, to eatellah sundlQ~ achoola, in,. or •ar plaoea 
ot pel1o Nnbip. LIit ,. .... M appelllltlC by 
• b1abopa, elder11,_dea001111 or preaohera, '° teaoh 
(pa,1a) all tlbat Wlll •·--• alltl baft a ~01'1° 
to leun, tl'GII au o•olook 1n the aol'Dlllg 11.1 tenJ 
IIBfl tl'GII '1lo o • clock 1n the attemoon a where 1 t 
doea no, interteN •1th pul»l1o worablp.9 

Jllltho41at■ NN not alone 1n their conoem tor the 

70\JJI&• 111 1816 Hveral denoll1nat1ona of evanp11oal Cbrlatlw 

had .1o1ned tbet blerloan Sunda7 School Union. :tn tial the 

llethOdiata ••-• \IMUJ' under lte replaUona, and bJ' 1817 
the sUllll&Q Sobool Unlon ot u. llethOdi■t Jp1aoopal OhuNh..,. 

tol'llllld. 

A tine detat.lecl exaaple of ODIi Delall&l'9 8\lllllay Soboel 

la Pl'OY1614 b~ J. D. c. RIMI ... Clbarlea ,. JIOl'dner 1n 

captgniai §•E!1P• 9f 1t181R *W!9fl•5 8t:\•99Rlt 9b¥£0b.1o 
!'M7 explain ttlat 1n 1818 &11zabeth cable, Anna 11oc1 ... , and 

another un1dent1t1ed 1&41 orpaised a Sundq School tor 

Villlington '• Aabu17 Chu.Itch. ftle aohool waa beld in a bouH 

owned b7 lohn 'fqlor on -the oornar ot Seoolld and Val.nut StNeu. 

It wu then aoved to a lott over Davlcl Buab•a atoNhOUH at 



Sixth 8114 nna s,Neta. Pl'OII beN teaehen and a""4er.lu 

arobed to Pft&oldng at the Aa1N17 ... Ulla bouN. lpp&N11'17 

\bSnp NN NOl'plll ... bJ' U. l.eY • loaepb lblalling, NeallM 

oa "'111' ,, 181g, a ... oonatlwtloa 111111 tonnal11' adDJ)W. A 

poup ot ott1•N ... Mleo11N. all1I twlda for the venwre .... 

MO\lNcl 'by having eaoh aellNr llhc) al..,.. uae oona·,1tutioa pq 

welve and a halt aenta w1th Vie .... amount: to be pa14 

.-rterl7. 

!be ooaal11N1l1oa 1Mluted an Artlole Yll• llb1ob cleflMcl 

the cu,1ea ot teaeblllra ... ottleera. lleN 1, ... ••tefl u., 
tbll aupennMlldea, wu '° ot,HrN the PN11Ptne•• ot teubeN 

ill or,eataa Maalou ad la Oloellla ._ uaoUJ' tlftMD 

lllnUtea before m. vine servs.oee. Be wu also '° ■N tba' 1ae 

teaobera oond.uoted their puplla to ... ... Uq bOuH WheN 

U.7 woulcl conunue '° aupenlae their behavior 11114 ... 111a, 

the7 kall, 1n pra,er. A teacher who 11U abNnt muat t\11'111ah 

a aubatlwte or M t1a.ed helve aad a halt oenta. 

s.0110n not \bl B7•1&1ta olualt1tMl Vie J011118 aobolan. 

'1'blt tu-at olu■ ... to No1'8 tl'OII "'- ..., .,.e,uent and. 

aa•t• to IIIIIIOrJ' a pontcm alld 1Mt ule to •--r qunt1ou 

hall tbl oateobiu. Ille Moond elaaa ... lo ooan.1., '° ... ., 
bJ1ma aad 111&11 lealOll8 out ot Vie apellins 1,oo1c., llbile-. 

third olua wu 1iO be tauflht the alphabet and wol'da ot om 

a7llable. Able aobolue .... t;o be rewar4ed. Por .....,1., 
tor ew17 alx venee ot aoriplure or leeaon 1n U. oawohiaa 
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a tint elue awt1ea, W0\114 reoelft one bl\141 uo1ce,. A ••eond 
olua aWdent 00\lld Ml'II a blue ,1 .. , tor Nina PNMDI _. 

ano\her tor eve»r lMaon or to,an, M oould ... 1-.. 1'ounpten 

1n ,. thll'd olaaa NN1Yed OM bltae t1aket tor puao'hal 

attea&lano• and pod bebanor 4ur1na tblt dq. 

In ou• a pl'Ollliae ot blue tiokeu wu no, enough'° 

keep pup1la la 111111, seo,s.on Ill ouU1ae4 puaiabMau. 
Gb114ren Who wN •--- a, roll oa11. nql.eoted '° reolu, 
or .... pll'7 ot ba4 MIiano• batl w tol'fe1, OM talue Uout. 

It 111170D1111e1MlbaYed Naul&rlJ' 4uJt1na a IIOlllb, bit 1IU aot to 

NN1ve a lraet llbloh ... pftll u a apeelal ....... Teuben 

"" tilMNI au ad. OM ,uar1Mtr oenta tor 111aa1n& a Healoa. 

In April, 18111 the tN•'--• deo1de4 to b\1114 a aobool 

tor the S\IIICl.q aoholara at~ aou1hteat oorner of the otmrob. 

87 August of the aa11119ar an •lcbteen toot b7 tltat7-t1ft too, 

bulldifta wu ICIIPl•IM ., a oo•• of t315.,&i. 'lld.a &ft'IIIIPlllltnt 

Pl'Obabl7 aa,1er1ec1 llllllbere ot 1'he A■INl'F ooapepUoa 1lbo bad 

obJeoW lo llolclSn& Slllldq Sobool in 11M1 ... Una bDuae lleoalUMI 

a01Mt ot ,be rouna lllidMMU.au NN rude, U11Nl,., ad eu, 1dle 

IMlnobe• wlth \Mir lmivea. the IN1lcl1na Nl'ftd a dual purpoae, 

a111oe tbe truateea ~ '° NDt-. apue ao t11a, a -

aohool ooul4 lte oOIMluoted U.N. 

Rellgloua Pllblloatlona "" a pr1a17 aid in apna«1111 

eduoa,1on. lllthod1at 1ntereat 1n the printifta or aueb pu'bll• 

cations ia al.moat u old u the tal\b 1tHlt. .fobn Wealq, 
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N&,1nnS.na 1n 1738, ooapleMd 311 book• and JM111Pble'8 tor Ille 

PN•• 1n the t1t,7 ,_.... NfON bla dMlh. In Allllrioa bookl 

WN bard to pt, and there ... ■01111 pirating ot texts. •or 

example, ftoben w1111ama, a lq evanae11at, raprinled Mveral 

ot Wealey•a 1t0l'ka 1n A.llerioa 1111169 and appaNntly °°"'1aue4 
until torbldden 1>7 a resolution or the t1rat oontel'elloe ill 1113. 

!be Book Oonoem wu o..-S.nd 111 lTlt to 1aaue ottle1al 

publleatlona ot -- eh\l:nb. .Jolla Dlolclna, 1M ,1re, .... ,, 
ptbl1abed 11011111111,000 boolal and ...... ltefoN be died ot 

J9llot1 , ..... 1a 1798. Dlelc1M lowcl lb• IIIUlodl■t aonterenoe 

aix b\lll4Jted dollara, tae ••Snp ot a 11reu.e, u .,.Stal to 

bePD Iba ftBWN. Jloted fol' Ida tlclel1'7 uafl tbeOlOaleal. 

a,us. .... u u Nll u a 1mo111NP ot La'111, INek, 811d aolenoe, 

lobn ..... WU • Qle auper11ltenl1n, of the Boole ROCIII 111 

Philadelpbla. 

Bnkiel Cooper, who wu aerYlng 1n V1lllllll'on 1n 1798, 
was auaeated to t111 the vaoanoy created 11~ Dlolcine • 4eath. 

Asbury biaaelt 1naia1ied Oil b18 aoaeptanee, and Cooper reoelved 

the ott1oe u a ol'Oaa to be borne. Be borl'Clle4 •11ht bUndN4 

dollare on h1a 01ftl aooount to ooatlnue the 11011c. %n 1804 VMI 

NethocU.at Book Concem ... 110w4 to•• Yode, and. bl' U. tille 

ot eooper•• ret1"1111nt 1ll 1808. the ODM 1naolveat waiM•• 
•aa worth ♦•5,000.00 John w11aon, Cooper•• uaieuat, ~ 

over ad waa aucOMded b7 Daniel n,,. llbo tor 10111 ,_.... bad 

bMn B1abDp AalN17'a travel1ng OOlll)8a1on. In tlMI 1810•• 
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Dr. l&tban aanaa aaa\814 .......... t, and bnnonee ot ttte Book 

Coaoern •re eatabllabed to ... , the DMcla of lb.e l,l'OW1Dg 

4enollinatioll. 

'l'be Qenel'&l OonteNaoe of 1811 upreeaed tbl opiaion 

that periodloal• "" ••••8&17 to npp1 .... , idle booka and 

traota found s.a lltiSbodlet hOMe. It w reoo•t11Mled tba' 

Dlln1el Bltt and thollaa Ware Na\1111 s,QlloaUon ot - __ ,, 

19P!H!• WO YOl\lM8 ot •Mob bad Men publlaW 1n 1789 ... 
1790. Tb1a Jlllftdate wu not obeiecS, lllld 1t wu no, unUl 1818 

that tbl work ltU relaauecl under-. Nitontblp ot the Rev. 

Joetma Soule. Apparent11 a, l!ttnRdai!\ !!U!!M met • nMd 

beeawse then •re 10,000 a"8aor1pt1ona 1n '1'le tint iear. 

'fhe tint DUIIMr w om ... aMCI Id.th a ■\Ml -...v1ne ot 

81ahop Aalnlr,. Jl\llll1oa\1Gft OODUnued IIOlllblJ' un\11 l&ltl llhen 

it beow the 9'W1HJ:I !!UHi• on septellMr 9, 1816, the 

tint ott1o1al llltbodlet 11M1c17, '1'be S!!i!H!B Advo9te, wnt 

1nto lle1lbo41a, hOMa. 



• 
CJIAPTIR IX . 

'1'D MlffllODIST AB SOCIAL PROBLDIS • SLAVIRY AD !Bl IIIRO 

The ott1c1&1 publ1oat1ona of the Nethodlat Church 

reflected the poa1t1on that the denoll1nat1on tookM regard to 

the llegro and alaffry. AlthoU&h there ••• a strong abolition• 

1at sentiment, o1J'Cumatancea prevented~ leaden trom taking 

u tirm a atancl. u the1 wlahed to take. In 1771J, John Veale,. 

published th• 1ntluent1al fboU&ht8 . on Slaven. Prequently / 

l'ranc1s Aabu17 expnsaecl hla admiration tor the antl◄lavery 

work ot the QUalcere. and he felt that, the JlethOdia,a auat 

alao declare tbemHlvea or the Lord ttoulcl depart tl'OII u.a. 
Dr. '1'homaa Coke apoke at length to PNaldent Vaahin&ton on the 

problem. !be•• aa&iiab ge11tluaen de•1Nd. to ... tile Aaer1can 

planter who bad latel1' pined hi■ Olal 1114ependen .. pua the 

gitt ot treN.CII on to bla alaYe■ • 

Cirou•tano•• •h1oh would tlnall7 tiv1a the Netbodlat 

Church prevenw lt trom tak:lna a f1N &bol1t1on1at a'tllDII. 

'1'he Chrlatmu Conterenoe ot 17811 dellllllcled gradual ..... 1,ation, 

aDCI it reoOllllltllded \bat the leglalatuzrea ot \be ■outbem ahwa 

adopt auoh a po1101. 'l'M th1nS ibat '1w oonteNDOe 00\114 not 

tore••· ... that UMI 1nv•U• ot UMI OO\toa - •O\lld make 

alave17 an econom1o 111oe1a1,,- to uaou l1ho had OOD111Mftd 1t 

a tuporaq 1Utitut1on. Paoecl •ltb ~• ohN3aiq att1WM, 

ll&ft1' circuit r1dera round that they could only pt peffl1aa1on 

to preaob to the alav•• 1t ,a.1 oeue4 to expn•• tbl1r view 



on. e11U101pa,1on. !he preaohera •re belpleea, 'beo&\IH al&Yel'J' 

wu reoopi .. d b71a11, and the ohuroh bad no authoritJ' to d.1•• 

turb or ohanp olv11 relations. 

Cburoh l• wae ad3Uated to Ille aoclal problem. ln 1796 

the General Contereaoe _.. a lut attempt to Natr!ot alaw17 

wlthlll U. oburoh bJ' NC1Ulr1nl 111a, _..,. 41111111oipate their 

alavea and that sellers ot alavea be expelled. !he n'9Mlon 

ot state lava proh1b1t1ng esaanolpat1on made 1, 1noreaa1nglv 

d1tt1cul t to carry out oannon law. By 1816 the General 

Conference had worked out the Coaprom1H Law •h1oh reoofPl,1Hd 

that the eaanoipation atand •u 1apraot1oable Whea problbited 

b7 state law. '1'be cl1ao1pline wu ohange4 to reads 

We declare that ware u muollu ever convinc .. 
ot Ute..-, "11 ot al&ff1'7J theNtoN no alave
holder aball 'be ellal'ble to an,. ott1o1al ••tion 
1n·our oburob hereafter, where the lu■ of tM 
state 1n ttbioh he llvea •111 admlt of emano1pat1on 
and pel'lld.t the liberated alaw to en,07 hee1om.1 

Delaw&l'Hlla faeed tlltt pioble■ ot 1lave17 with a cal.ID, 

CODHl"Y&,S.ff attitude• the di'1ng lnalltut1on ... pi-oteoMd 

by state law, bUt manumlaa1on wu legal alao. Poaa1'bl7 not 

wantlnl to ottend their aubaol'S.bena, the MWapapera paid 11t,1e 

attention to the oontroftNJ'. Dlla•are OlfMN -ntJ.17 pe~ 

mitted their alavea to twar-. llttbodlat lt1Ml'llftte onoe 1t 

wu uaderetood that Chr1atlan1ty 414 not WOftC IIIIIIUlll1aa1on 1n 

1 tHlt. V•ually the -.atera pretel'Nd that \he alafta attend 

1 DwUnt v. Odve•, hlE! 8!F!at1on !R ti. Nethodiat 
Church, ,46-JIT. 
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MJ"lioea •ltb the lfbitea or that the1r ••pa.rate eern.o.a be 

euperv1H4. 

The praot1oe ot IIUl\lld.aaion ... not popular 111 80llll 

lower Deluare ooaarn1 ties ••re wtera tumect looae alavea 

who wn 111 or old, and the ••aroe• Mow a b\ll'den or danpr 

to the fll'OUP• tb.e leMral Aaamibl7 pa.and replatlona PS-0• 

v1dlag that a auter •ho treed b1e 11avea mat obl1aate hia• 

self at the CountJ Court to MOUN the looal1ty 'tlbeN t;be 

trHd Mn Id.ah' llw troa an.v tu\ure expense. 

1he peawat ft\llllber ot •••1•a1ona tl'OII 1780 to 181'1 ----~ ~---··-~--•<>--.. ._._, ·~· . 

vu 111 &ant Coua\7 •here lllthodlat lntluenoe..,.. a\raraae■t. 

on ifaaUU'J 10, 1796, AndNII Barratt, eon of Pb111p, treed hla 

ala•••• A deaoendant, llon-18 Staler au-ra,,, Nterrina to a 

DN4 ot lllllno1pation, DN4 Book B, YolUM ll• S,..- ~, uote1 

••• be111S tullf ~nua4M that llbert, 1s the 
natuNJ. 'b1nhrlaht ot all aanklnd and kffPina 
..,. 1n perpe"-1. alaftr, 1a ooa,...., t.o Vie 
111.1\lllotion ot Chr1at be cU.d Nftl1111,. an4 Mt 
aeolu'4al7 trN all bla llearc,eaJ ~ 111 all, 
ao that henoetorth "'81' shall be..._.., a4J\fflae4, 
U4 ta1cen u and tor tree people.•----~-

lol'Tia Barratt telt that hie 1111oeato••• &et was 4ue 

to the lntluenoe ot Pnno1a Aabur,. Anclre11 IUTatt, Ngarded 

aa .. 11-w-do, oould no, have IMa worth IION than ta,,000.00. 

~• aot ot tl'Nilla alavea worth Hftral. ,bo\laanda ot dollars 

1n gold and •1thout llboll tand.ng would be iapoaaS.ble abolNtd a 



sreat devotion to pli.nolple. It alao a,eak■ •11 tor the 

Netllo41e, teaehlntl to MM that A ..... ,. ltl'O ... N, C&leb and 

Bl1.1&h, an4 a oouas.n, 1 ... 1, alao hMd their ■law•. 

Another blow at the lnltitut:lon wu atruok 'bJ' Riobard 

Baaaett, pl'Old.Mn• lle1'hodla, lapaa ot Ken, Co\111'7, ... be 

111•J'Oduoed into the CleMNl AaNlll,lJ' a blll to Pftftllt the 

tunher 1aponat1on or esponatlon or alaff■• 

It should be noted ttat tree or slave, the llepro had 

a place 1n Jlethod1at OOft8Npt1ona. '1'he tint lllthodiat 

soo1et,- 1n 11n York ln 1766 lnoluded a ■•sro ael'Ying prl 1n 

the hoUHhold ot Philip lllbur,. In 8UOCHd:lns ,eara 1t beoam.e 

ouato111&17 tor alafta to receive the Ooapel trom the•-
Nethod1at PN&OMN and 111 tbe .... elurobea u lbelr asters. 

A.a earlJ u 1187, aOM ohUl"Obea IMpn to ""114 plle.S.ea tor 

the ••sroe•. In the aoutblm atatea 1,..,. pnerall~ tbouaht 

beat to PN•ob '° 1to• poupa 1ft ... oonpept1on, NG&UH 

aepara'9 ... ,1np Id.pt .. ..,. u ooou1ona '° orpalse Nvolu 

ltJ' Mkllll U. alave dieaaUat1d wlim hia oondlUon. Dela.lfU'e 

11e,W1ata tollOIIN tha •-•tlon 111 ~ llilalff! of U. 

ConteN ... of Aprll M, 1780, tbat1 

••• the Aaaiatant a11ou1• •• , -. ....... b:IIIHlf, 
and appoint u helpera 1a hi• abaenoe, proper 
lllliw peNOIIII, an4 aot autter .._ to •• late and ••t b7 tbellaelvea.l 

3 ,. 39. 
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'l'brougt,out , .. \lU:tM ooun,1ee uae pNaohera tollowefl Ulla 

41rect1ve, and like labu17, tNquen,17 •••••Won"'- dept.II 

ot teeliq ..... ilia oolorecl IIOnblpera •hleb wu 111aa1ng 1n 

aOM wh1M oonareaa,s.ona. 

ftegulationa tor meetinp •re laeued by 1ndlv1d\lal 

ctmrohea and were provided. b7 atate la••. The reool'd boOk ot 

Barratt•• Chapel gave 1ntormat1on of a meetina ot thfl tNataea 

on Januar,- 11, 1814, and aeveral reaolut1ona adopted at the 

aeet1ng. BenJUlla 8111\b 11U llllde aeeouatable tor 'Ute ooaduot 

ot llegroea 111 ... ,1np and lfU Nspou1ble tor Npall'ina any 

done to ,11e b\11141ng 111 aooordaa .. •l•h ttdt tollowiag 

N80l\lt1on1 

Jleaolved, V&&t tm.e oolouftd l'NNPl• aball uve the 
privilege ot DNting 1D ..S.d Chapel one n1cht 1n 
eve.,- ltMlc, \o 111t en Pnda7 niaht, except at aft1' 
time, we ahould have ?ht otter of preaohina at 
&111' tlae on U.t IIS&b•. 
TM reoord. bOOk otteN ev1 .. noe \ha' John 11111V.ra 

and caleb larrat, d.NII up Nlee anti repla'1ou to ao••m the 

••sro llfftlnp. Por exuple, BeaJud.n Sid.th, w1111u Sllithers, 

and .John Walton nre to aupeJ'in'41114 all auo ... tlnp •:l.tb 

one or IION Nine PNHnt. ■o d1aorcler w.a to be wlented 

1n or about the obapel. the •-- three men were impoHNd 

to enforce the o1v111&111• ot the State ot Dela•are ap.1.na1; 

an7 pereon who might behave 1n a "diaol"derlJ or uncomelJ""' 

IIIIUl'fter. '1'l\e resolution oont1nued1 

"Reoord Book or Barratt•• Chapel, 6, photostatic eon, 
State Arcfilvia, lover. 



!he ... ,1na ehall be exoluaiYely a praier ... ,in& 
an4 there ahall be no prreaohing b7 the coloured. 
people 1n aalcl ohapel u" oOMi .. r 1t ooaffUJ' 
to the 41ao1pl1ne ot UHi lletbodlet Churoh, their 
exhorMt1ona •hall not •xo ... tlve lllrNwa.~ 

A tilae llnd.t of three houn waa set on the llfft1np unl••• 
one ot the appo1nted oOlll1tlee re1, 1'hat a longer ,111e should 

be pel'Jld.tted. It ... further pl'OY1d .. that it &111' ot tbe 

rules •re broken the night 11Mtlap tor tbe alav•• abould 

oeue. 

Aabu17 llltbodiat lp1aoopal Church ot W1lJn1n&ton had 

a'bOut one hundred oolored melltJel'II 1n 1805. '!'heir olaa••• 

••re held on the main floor of the oburoh 111th NYeral white 

groupa ... ,in& at ,be..,.. ttrne. On .1\lne 19, lSO,, the 

truateea ot Aabu17 pueecl the tollowln& reaolutlon d\19 '° 
the dellonatratifffteae ot the ... ,1nga, 

Vhereu, 1n oOllffCl,leftoe of ... ,1ng the olu••• ot 
the blaolc people on the lower Mata ot lh1a ohuroh, 
a ft\lllber of the IMtftohee ba"9 bNn bl'Oke11, and tM 
houH ao detllecl b7 41rt, lie., u to ren«er 1 t 
untit to ... , 111, ad it.., loages- toleraMtl, 
more 1nJury 111&7 lMt auaUlnedJ wherefore 1t ... 
Reaol ... , ,bat no blaok 01UH8 ahall hereafier ... , 
on the lower tloor ot Aabu17 Church. ant lt the7 
Ntua• to ... , 111 the plle17, tile aexton lntona 
th.elt that tbl door will no, be o,_.. tor their 
reoeptton, and tunhel"IION, the lead.era ot the aame 
are Nquea'Nd. to reapeo& tld.a reso1u,1on and goftm 
,Mllllelft■ aoool'tiftl].7. 

When the llegroea retuaed w aooept th1a ru11ng., a move to 

ton an independent etnal'Oh •u made. 

5 D14., 1. 
6 Hanna, p. 146. 
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Stan la•• Nplatina •• •onllip ot ,11e ra .. p,oviMCI 

that no tree haroe• .. .._ pem1,tec1 to usemble and bold HIIP• 

••t1nae or other protnote4 ouM.oor ... ,snp \lllleaa it ltOUld 

be under the •upenlaloa ot •hlH• wbo woul4 ooatuo, '11.e 

aen1.... A ten-dollar Pinal,,. ... prov1dtld tor ..,._ 

n.olaUAg ~• law. 1, wu tunher pJtOYidANI tu, lt a boat 

oapMia ahoul4 brin& in tNN Jlepoea and PH'llllt the• to 

atwnt NllpOtaa ... ,1np, be IIO\lld be llul• '° a t100.oo 
tille. All Nl1&1oua ... ,1np Mld bJ' ........ had '° end ., 

wn o•olook u411ere to be under U.• aupe"lalon·ot thrM 

wld.tea. 

In the annal.a ot e1pteenth•oentu17 Delaware lletbocli•, 

the 111U111 ot Barry Boaler linked both r&MI w1t,hin Weal•J''• 

ohuroh. Black Barry, d.eaoribed u small ot atature, ve17 

black With.,.. ot NMl'kable brilllanoy ud keenne••- and 

great volubllit7 of \ensue, attraoted u muoh atlenUon tzto11 

the •h1tea u trom tbe blaoka. A.pparentlJ' nothing :la knOlm or 
h1a lite betore he bee ... a travelln& aervant to francs.a Aawrv. 

Aabu17 noted 1n h1a Joumali 

Preached at the obapel [Barntt•e]1 afterward 
llaftT, a blaok ... J ■poke OIi Ule 1Nlfttea fie••'"• 
'l'hia o1rC\1118tanoe ... ••t anct the lltd.te people 
looked on •1th attention. 

lllaok llaft7 pSned 41\11'41 a repuu.t1on 111 \be au•...uns 

,...... Altbou&h he oould aot read, he 1111d .... r1 ... auob tbat 

T ,J;oul'llfl, I, 4M, IIQ 13, 1781. 
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he heard at the letbodlat ••tlllp ancl ooultl Npeat h1ma and 

quote the Sor1p1RIN u lt be ••re Nding. %11 ,1ae be aetett 

u a «nver tor auob oUt.er eainent ltlnennta u Dr. Coke, 

BlahOp Whatooat, ad Pl'Nbol'ft ClarNtkon. In a01111 plaoea be 

exoelled. them 1n 4n.lllng a 00fl8Nptlon, and lt one WN 

cllaabled 'bJ' Ulaeaa, the Mrdoe 1IOU1d 10OIi•111111an7 

preaohlng lo the black and the wb1 te eonpegationa. He 

traveled tl'Oltl Georgia to llew lngland over a period ot thirty 

)'e&ra. Dr. Ruah ot Ph1lad.elpb1.a deelared that allowing tor 

h1a 1111terao7, Black Harr, •u the sreateat orator 1n Allerloa •. 

!he Quakers"" aure that be auat apuk bJ' 1-diate inaplra

tlon. Hanna noted that l1aff'J" Boe1er preaohed. 1n Willd.n&ton 

1n a dlQ' •hen llathodiPI wu unpopular and when Dlllft7 felt 41•• 

paced to be seen at a Methodist ... ti..8 Actuall7 it was 

Bishop labu17 who 11aa the aohectuled apeaker, but When tboae 

who came to hear the pNaoblng touad they eoulcl not get into 

the tilQ' ... ,s.na plaoe, they pthered 1n a group ouulde. 

'l'heJ' pra1H4 Aabur,•a eloquence onl7 to find that ll&rl7 had 

been the •PMll•r. Aowally, thia bla&l'N a:1'Wa,1oa ralaed 

tile 'blahop 1n the ol'OINI•• eatillallon, NG&\IN the OOIIHMU 

ot opla1on ..,. "It aueh be the .. nan,, wbat DR1at \he --•• 

Mt" 

Patber Boehlll telt that Blaolc l1aff'J" waa Mde eo much ot 

that be beoue lltted.up and thia proved h1a undolng.9 Be 

8 CenMP191 S•"1•• ot Aabuq lletho41:at !RiaOOI!! Chun!). 13/-

g Rp1nlfOfP9!t_. 90-91. 
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tell under tbe 1ntluenoe of atrona drink 1111111 ._ • ...._. '° Ulie 

level ot a raa p1olcer oa the aU'Mta ot Philadelphia. BappilJ' 

hia baokal141np •re healed, but Barry oould not stand betore 

the people with the pleuing oont1denoe be had betore hie tall 

tJtOm grace. At; bia death 1n 1810, bia bodJ' waa tollowecl to 

the tree burJing ground in ltena1ngton b7 large ft\lllbere ot white 

and colored. 

111' 1800 legro ...-.nblp in the lleUlodia1l Ch\lNh bad 

lnoN.,... ao peau,. that 111.e Clenlfttl. Contereaee autborl ... 

1,a ltlahopa '° ord&Sa ooloNd preaehen 1a plaoea WMN 

UMIN "" boua•• ot IIOl'llhip tor Vle1r UH. !heN .a "" 
'° be Ghoaen 'b7 a •.1or1tJ' ot Mle alllben ot a aool•'1', 

and-.., ... , also Moure a .. .....,..uoa tl'OII the pl'MOher 

1n oharp ancl hla oolleaguea on the o1roult before they ooul4 

be advanoed b7 the b1ahop to the ott1oe ot local d.eaoon. 

Jtlohard Allen ... the tlrat man to reoelve OrdeN under tb1• 

rule. 

Allen ... bom s.n 1760,-. ■lave ot Qdet 11ae,1oe Chew, 

and u a ob114 bad been eold '° 1me Stoolclep of lower Del ...... 

Al Nventeen he Joined the llttbocU.at SOoiet7, and at twnt,. .. 

t-.o he IMo ... a 100&1 preaober. Illa 110'1wr, lll'Ollwr, and 

a1ater tollONd bill 1n1i0 the...., aooleti-. -Allen leamed to 

read and write and at last wu able to puroh&H hie tree4osn. 

H• drove a •alt wagon, wol'lcect 1n the t1el4a, and oobbl .. 



•hoe• .. he preaohH t.bl'ouah Delaware, Pe1111&,-lvaala, llal7land, 

and 11ft .Jene7 o1t1•• aa4 tolllla. 

In 1787 with Abaaloa Jonee, Riobard Allen tO\llldecl the 

Ah-loan Soo1ety, a eoclal orpn1u.t1on 4ea1gned to give aa,ua1 

aid to 1ta ...-.ra and'° oue tor their •itlowe anti orpbana. 

1, ... Id.th aaou.er lllellbei- ot thia aoo1e,r, one v111111a Gr&J', 
t11a, Allen .. , to 1ibl aid of bi.a tl'iend Dr .... .jald. Rub 

4ur1na 1'tMt ,-11• teveJt ep1deld.o in l'lliladelpbla. Jleptoea 

,..,. eapeo1all7 N\lp\ to llelp ailloe \hey •••• '° N 1 JM 

'° Vie cU.NaH. lone■ and Allen late• publ1allld A IJK£9Sve 

ot tn, PE99!!4Sng of '11e Nf,olc P991le1 f!!1:!I b Law Awt\al 

cai••x ll Pbll,...1RN,a, a•,.., 1m, •. a.1u,.,1oa 
0£ A9JN CfM!!!!•• Dr9!9 en The! in SOM Late PubUoa,lOpl. 

Ill lffl 111oharcl Allen •u Ol'da1ned. 1>7 Jliabop Ulnl17. 

Atter aome U.pute• •1th Ula 11111M 0011P9p.t1on ot s,. leorp •• 

1n Phil ... lphia, Alln and-. .. poea w1....., to enot 

Bethel Cllapel. Here the legro pNaobera atlll Hrvecl under 

a white preaicl1ng elder 811d duriag a dlapute over control ot 

oh\lroh propert,', there wu another deaand tor aeoeaa1on. Allen 

aaidt 

We are beholden to the llethodlata, under God, tor 
the lipt ot tbe .-,-1 • ••; tor all o1Jblr 
dellGllinaUona preaob ao b+&h tlo•1that • are not 
able to OOIIPNbelld U.11' tooWlntl. 0 --- -

r1na11y ill 1816 .. u-1 Churoll led la th4I orpnlaa\lon ot Vle 

10 ClarlMtr, pp. 38•39. 
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Atrioan MethOcliat lp1aoopal Churoll ot lfhioh Riobard Allen, 

torMr Jlelaware alave • wu elected 1:tiahop. Un,11 111• M&th 

on March 16. 1831, Allen wu respected tor Ilia peat en111'17 

ot character, united with aoo4 judalllat. 

A a1milar a1tuat1on •• Men 1n the labu17 ohuroh of 

11111111naton. HeN t1tt7 colored..._ .. w1tb4Nlt ho1I the 

•IIIIMrablp in 1805 to tona Bsion. 'fbe Noorda ot the ohuroh, 

.lnoompletel7 kept, •re turtbllr depleted b7 a tire, lNt lt 

appears that Patber Jaoob Plnderpue, a venerable, 11oenHtl 

looal preaohar atill auperv1M4 ,7 the preaoher at Aaw17, 

led the tlook. 'ftw tollOW1ftl notice appe&NCI 1n Viti ·••Narr 
6, 1805, edition ot the 111nor gt"" n,,,, under the bead1na 

"Atr1oaa Cburoh"t 

'l'be people ot oolor, of thia Boro\llh 'bellla dea1rlou• 
ot 'bulldiaa a bouH ot wonh1p, 1:Nt ao\ poaaeaalng 
tunda auttloieat. oonM11Plate aol1o1t1ng d.onatlona 
to aaaiet - 1n the undertald111. Por tbia pur
pon aubaor1p,1on paper• 11111 'be ehonlr preHllted 
to the publlo WboH -rou• &14 they reapeotfullJ 
aol1o1t H enable tb.ela to aooompllah lhl• laudable 
Plll'POH• 

Bz1on oburoh •aa built at •1nth and Nadcet suee,a, u4 

1t grew 1n atNngth until 1812. At thla point there waa a 

srowlnl spirit of Slldependeno• 1n the aoo1ety alMI muob 41•• 

aat1ataot1on 8IIOII& the JOUD& .-,ple who telt that the ottloea 

ot putor, prea1ding elder, and blahop did not oome tut •nousb• 

In 1813 Rev. Peter Spencer and Wllllu Anderaon left Ba1on and 

11 
Belen Blaolc Stewart, '1'he lepo 1n Dal&W&N lo 18§, 41, 



tounde4 anothe• aeot. 'l'h1• ,.... kDo1m aa tlMI Union Church ot 

Atr1oan !Cellbera. '1'he d1aaentera, who DOIi woreh1ppe41n a ltam 

on Tatnall Street, had founded the tiret church 1n the Vn1'8d 

Statea ori11Mll7 orpld.aed b7 and atMnal'd WhollJ Ullder· the 

cue ot tile ••po nee. At it• tlnt oonteNDoe Spenoer and 

Bev. Iauo Barne• WN eleoud u 1»1ahopa ot "'8 State• ot 

... .,.. .... ,., lelaw&N ... hWFlvanla. Here ... ,.n ... Illa• 

1,wn pa-ovecl to 1M ••• ..,itioue and. toad ot u,1ea. lbeN 

... a prao,10• ot oont•nina 111ahoPl'ioa •itb a llbeftl.1'7 tdMt 

olcler lllethod.lat Chui-ob Ud not care to •tch. '1'b1np •re not 

•ell with bi.OIi in Ule .... 1111.. 'lhe· ohlu'oh NOIIIIII involved 

1n a lawau1, and oloHd •bonli- atwr the cU.1aenara wlthdrn. 

l tn ot .._ old tallbtul ... lnYited to OOM 'back to Aabu17, 

but when t;he lawsuit •as deoided 1n favor of the old •tone 

churoh, 1t •u reopened. 



OJIAPUR X 

TD 1111'110J>IS'l' AID POLIUCS 

DelawaNAM have &l1f&111 t.... pol1t1oa Hrloual7. la 

earl7 u 1760, Analioaa olers,aen .. , reporu '° -.ianc on 

the untort\lllate eleotloneerlna •tbOcla ot oud.ldatea to• '1'lft 

.... nl Aa ... 17 and tor Sheritt aad tblir etteote upon-. 
oonpep1;1ena. Dela1tare lllthodiata were also oaqht up 111 

pol1t1oal exo1temeat 1d\en Blahop AabU17 lll'Ote on Ootober 30, 

17851 

At Blaokatone'• Chapel I telt Vie neoeaa1,7 ot 
Rlobina ... :lnat the ap1r1, ot po11'1oa, and N1nl 
more 111 the apirl t ot pl'IQ9r I the people•• minds 
are acl'CaMtl nth ta. &DDl'O&CddM eleouon ot deleptea to Ille u ... i7.1··· ..... ,,._ 

'!be-~•- OlffO fol' tbe -,a, par'I ..... to baft 

followed 81abop bbul7'• adYloe tto Nllllift &loot tl'OII pol11;1cal 

oontroven7. the .... •vloe tell on 1me Mat ean ot the 

1&11111111. la 1787Ae1N17111.'0M ap1aa 

came 1n the •veaina '° Shankland'•. Here I found 
t.l'4t people 1n d1aorde• allll Viol•• UOUt tbl 
election; aOM bad. FM ao tar u to '81c• up t1re..... 
117 1191 Dll&11areana wre olOMlJ' allied pol1t1callJ' 

•1th two polS.tioal pan1ea1 the Deaocrat1o-Repul»lloana and. 

the Pederaliata. one factor 1n the develoJ11111nt ot a strona 

l .Jou£9!1. I, 500. 
I Iblcl., II, 10. 
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Peurallal part71n Del--... wu llt.e phenollllnal ptO'tllh ot 

Jletbodia• d.cMlat;ate aoool'ding to DI'. 1eba llnlloe 1n Pft!ralia! 
Del&ttaN4 1:z:r,:1&12.3 !he partJ' lnoluded •• , of .. lan61d 

pn,17, UMI fl'OII thla poup tlle lletho4ieu alae 4N1t peat 

a1srettph. cu,,111g aoroea aooial llnea,-.. ell\lroh alee 118.d 

eonwl"ta fl'OII 'Ul9 lower .. ,1a1 atrala, an4 aaft7 et._ .. 

people, unedueaMcl ror 1dlll .,.t pan, alao votacl l'ed.eralie, 

to a&1nta1n u. ••w• .-. 
With auoh auppon-.. Pederal111 l)&n)' wu thll11' 

entrenched in otts. ... a,-. looal, state, aal naUonal level. 

l'or example, f1'0II 1193 '° 1801 lelnaN had :fedeNllet 

govemor11, an4 eleotect o,11en 1n 1ao,, 1808, &lld 18J.lt. 

Pederalla, atate le&S,alatuna ... , _. ot IIMt aama partJ' to 

the vas.tet •••• senaw fNll 1189 to 1818, with one exNptlon. 

Over the .... ,n.ra Delaware•• delegate• to the BoUN ot 

Repreaentatlna ••re alao JPederaliat Id.th the exoepts.on or 

John Pattn in 1193 and 1795 Uld ca.ear A. Rodney 1n 1803. 

' ' the local lewl partioularl7, lllltbodlat lntl .... 

wu •UOll8 U10118 Ule l-•ra• the ohUNh uflll8CI 1Wllllpeftnu, 

abolition ot alave17, ad more bUllllftll tlN&tlllllt ot or1■:lnala 

u •••UJ:T Ntoma. 1.'be Pedera11ata aponaored '1\eae •1th 

var,ing •PN• ot suooeu. 

3 ,. 139. 
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Allon& ·iabe , .. ra11a, lleUIOdiau taere ... a deep 

lo,al. ,,- to the nauon. '!be Vb1'9e, v. llaffat,a, aa4 u. 
..... , ... all pl'OlllMllt oonvena, ••"414 -.1. CIOUll\17 wll. 

In 1798 111'11. Ala 111 ... 1,. aM lier daMlb.tez- W111S.a111a wrow 

1;o Be1117 II. JUdplJ' 1n LaaOUMI' ot .. pall'S.0'10 lletlaodla\ 

... ,s.ns .. , bat been oalled ill Doffr 1n reaponae t;o the 

Prea1deat1&1 prooluatlon of a --rut da7"1 

••• Yeatel'dai' be1ns tut da7 lt •u obael"ftMI 
MN l Nl1eve .... ral.17. 'Ille Jlelbodlata bad a 
Hmon 111 their ... ,s.ns 1»111r. Dtnol'O\lah. I 
WU '1111N and% aHllN JOU 1, WU..,,,, Wll suited 
to \be ooculoa ad u auob 111 U. pol1tioal •q 
U JOU ~ tMpM. lie W .. pJtOllWtlOII at 
'119 ~ and Nil\ -.O• WS.Ul -,p&NII' p&Wi.O• ,1 ..... •••n-. IQ,.. .... .,.,r1ouo. Ca»u.tn 
'YlnS.lla and Ill• ...,... •1tll ilbe. I'll• aa4 ooloura 
atMlliN and._ llouM 11U alaoal u f\111 u at 
a cuarterl,. ... Una. All ....... t;o the PNa14ent 
waa Hat up ,. ... ...,. fJtOII tb1a ,1 ... -.-, 

Two mon"'8 la•• Am Rl.41pl7 •l"Ote, -.. • .,_. alaoat bU a 

Blaolc Coelrade, even tllt llelbodla'8. •5 

h•!'9+11t PllMtFI« lU,•18156 explaiaa U.I $Ila 

lleUIOdiau WN not ao•pt.ed la Uae •--ra11a, pan,- withO\lt 

&OIIII oppoa1,1oa. An aat1-lletbodiet Ulalon Uoket ... threatened 

in 1798, bu, pt pollUduaa wok ......... •ta lltlllodl■t 

cupaee\1111 u a plaoe '° 4o aoae ....,.sp:t. .. . 

.It l'ultllo ll'OblYH eo-1 •• 1oa, A Cfl!R4•£ ot », N,dplJ 
Puilz Le5:MD• 1, 31Jl. 

5 Dif. 
6 llmroe, MO. 
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Dr. llularoe aoe• on to exp1a1a7 Ula.\ ,he .,._,orata 

atteaptd. k ... , ... ,. a Jlllthodl•• .. • .. Nl.ta, a,.s.c-en, IJJ' 

aocu•ina 1ndlv1dual lfedenlla'8 ot uabellet. lpp&Natly '1\ia 

•aa a move to oounMr '1w obupa ot delaa a1Mcl a, the 

De1BOcrau. llowever, \he lelleorat1e-Republ1eana .... M'9'8r 

able to nllr U. llethodlata '° lettenoa and bl• ,an,. 
!be llt'11o41•'8 •" attaolced bJ' '1le DeaoONtio pre•• 

in the 1800 OUIIM'illl eapeo1all7. In w•• '°. one aucm attaok 

'fhomaa RocbaeJ' •rote a aoaUllna reply. It Nada 

I ... a11rpl'1Mtl the oUt.er daJ' at •"Illa 1a 'he 
Aus-on. a bue and uaprovolcN a,1ao1c upon 1'Mt llelh. 
ot DllaW&N • It 1a dlttloul t 1Jo Uaooftr tlle 1n
ten,1on ot tlheH pl•••• Meau•• 1t ._,. .... 
••olutel7 UH 1, oould ao, lftJUN--. soo1et71 
and u tbl7 aN .,1 .. 17 fal••· ... ,, ...... only 
to allow...,.11&11-1,J'an41llellerall,7 ot U.lr 
&11Vlo._.,-mapa ibe7 "" wr1,._ to ....... 
eleotlOIINrillg INl'POM81 U tb1a M Ula aSII ot Wle 
auuaor lie bu la-, luallble oplal.• Id.a ... bla •rte 
aerlou■lJ' an4I u.a, llala, .10SM41lo a baae and 
11le'benl PN.1Ua.oe, bu IMMtll-. aouroe of ·tlbla 
Ylle abtaN, I ... no bealtaUOII ta INtlleYlng--
11\eJ' •" •l'ltMa ,, aa &11• '° ou• ao••w• and • ••ruaer .... our o1u .... , ... laloll• .. , .. 
lnflueaoe -.e Soo1e,7 ot llelbofliau ltaa a, our 
eleetlca--au, let u reooll••• -., "'1tl ,. ... 
bu.'been 1atOIINd 1n ••t Udap ooao•l'llilll Ille 
JleU\Odlala .... .,, their •1811• la aoote'1', t,7 Id.a 
.... en.Uo l,Ntl'tren,, aad illl)l'Nelltl7 hu publlabed 
•bat ... .,. .1aeo1-111111 pnvale '1Wlk1, but 1• too 
•1M to &YOII pulal.1okl1', t uaa, lletibotllllll la ... lo 
....... "1e Plll'POM• ot ,011\loal 111Vi&Ue'--,,.a, 
-, tell01t o1u..-. ot Ut.e Ne.Wt.a, ..._., .. ,1on, 
,-u haft b"8 'bnntecl u •tool•'--JOII have b"8 
NPl'Oaolle4 •1Ui -- •d\lpee• ...... ,... pNaOMft 
!IJL,klf!l,o'ft.lll•.llte.•Mldilll°Hl=1ft'ona 
aubaerY1at to pol1tloal.1ntrlpea '•-and ,,. ldlQII 



bu tbia torNBt ot alntM bNa poured tonb 
apt.net ,out a, UM .._orau _. "1• the· 
lntMIO\la Auron, lty Ibo•• an •ho ue eon,1aua117 
NllOftlll to• 11MH7 lolentlen ., ...... and,., 
oan no, Mar w ... ,ou woraMp Vie D111,,. aa '° 
JOU• ooaaeiea• ..... M■t, Id.Ill°"' a,1patldaa 
,our «.w,,t.on u bJpool'l•J' and a,,r1w,1na 1Jo ,ou 
uw .., .... , ••111111--Aal let• now SatpllN to• 
what are ,.ou ao inRlWdt Por thlaa •-BeOa\lM 
,ou ue peaoealtle 01,1 .... --aYene 1lo revolutloll 
and •o--• ot horNr--llecauae ,e ••nain ..-1'&117 
Mnl1alnta ta'f'Ol'able '° ou• Lan anti aoaa,11na-.1on-
.... .., .. 19 euno•• 1>7 ,eur auttrue• .. neftllJ tlMI 
&Oftftlllln,, ltlat '"'-•• J9'1 ill h •.toJIIIIII• or 
,-. l'lpu--ant 1»euu•• Sa a wort,. •blnk no, u 
uae ...,orau 1ddlllcJ ... aot u t11e7 adnN--Ye■, 
"'-•• oauau autt1o1ently aoooua, tor tilMI &INM 
ooa1NllnN la the papen publlalled la Ille AUl'aft ot 
"'1e 8111 an4 9th in., .... i .. , the llnWi•\ soo1et7 
ot DitlaW&N. 'ftleJ' uoouat to• tlMt talaeboo41 ••• 
U1Md in thoM ,aperaJ tor talH la.,,,..,. tb1ns-.. 
aut!IOr ••••• It la VIG' .-.ra117 kno1ln and 
1Jhouaande ot Snatano•• aq be pro4\lottd in evidenoe, 
that a Y15tlen, ·•rat ■t1alca not at t~1ttl•• When 
he thlnii •1 ~jii'iy can pin AD7 ttd.na 'b7 h1a 
OftNtepplng the 'bounda ot atr1ot truth••I haft aa1cl 
that all the oontenk or the p1eMa that proapMd 
Ilda repl; aN Ull'tNel lo NII OffJt and~ •aob 
,..Uoullll' would 1le u ....... ..,. u 1, ••d lie 
'"1oua1 X •111 t.MNtore a111ply lake notloe ot 
one a11all .part ot the a;uaatlog u 1t will tend to 
ver1t7 Vitt old aa.,1na II 1peop1e pner&11-, lake 
tile oapa .._, r1,.,....,.. author of the JN'lllleatlon 
•&JB that •At Dover Delaware lt 11u preaohff thal no 
llllhod.la, oould M ........ ,.-J.llbe fCNMa,1oa of 
th11 aaHrt1on la tbia, on tbe ltnd. da7 of J'ebi- lut 
1a a ••-- oa Ula ... ,11 of len. VUld.lta'on 1, wu 
aaS.4 'that the m who did not support loft1■11nt 
oould not be a Vlol'OUp 111-.ua,, u tit.el• pl'ino1• 
pl•• taught them to obe7 not~ pull cloWn the oon• 
atlwMd au1mon,1ea or their CO'un'17'...,._ u. .. pNll1••• the aboft oonolua1on •aa drallllJ and ve17 
loalMl.17 too la-, opln1• tor tbq Naaonetl la 
th.la 11&1D1r vis. !M PN&ober 11aJ8 1;ba't no 11811 oan 
be a 111.wlal •• doe■ not aupport .,.,. •• ,n,1 .. 
duoorata do not auppon govel'IIINfttJ oonaequeatl7 
the preaoher aap that tile 4-oorata oan not be 
lletbodlalto. Do ,- 1dl1nk 117 tellOII o1t1aena tbat 
tboae •• lfllo &N averae '° .. 1 ... ,1on When ou\ of 
ottS• oolill.4 ....... proM11'8• '° Nllpou■ 11Mrl7 
by being JN' 111 otts.oe, Do ,- auppoM u., PGN• 
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.... MIi ld.ldt good aad uSule, who MfON ... 
revenptul, lnaultlnl ut4 over be&nftlt can re ahft 
• a deaooftt1o leader ot aa~o,- .... rou• _.. ..... 
llng aoul t Dld Je ever Imo• an Aettwoplan t.o obanp 
Id.a oolour wlUI a obaap ot olroaaua .. at It,
anawr thin cau1rea 1n the mtptlve, have a oare at 
,11111 nest eleelloa 8114 aot u 118ft or ,e may be eon
v1noed t,y experlenoe lbat '\Jl'llllll7 •Y exiat untu 
the plain prb ot republ1oan1•· u well u under 
-.. aplend.ed NINI of N,al,,-•--on UMt oUler U1M11 
Do,- not poaaea u much 11Ml'tJ' u 1a oona1atent 
n• Pftlllallltt Do 19 no, ftJOJ' U llllloll peaoe ... 
happialaa aa 1, 1• 1n the power ot ,our rulera to 
IM•'"' I• aot JOUI' lldldntaua,1on a, ,re ... , 
endeavonng bJ' all Just 11181111 'CO ol»tain eompenaation 
tor la.t&lriea done to ,ou -.,. huoe aM ln.4uoe4 ,artlr 
bJ a.r lmo'Win& that ahe had 1n our eountl'J' a lup 
J)al'Q attaoblMI to bert It 70US' ...... 1M1 ill tlMI 
attlnaat1ve, tMII oontinue in ottloe 70ur preaent 
nlen and,- nall •'101' peaee llapplneaa an4 Pl'Oa• 
per1t1' with honor 11114 aa 111111 who follow the pol107 
ot our ffllllr&tMNI VUhillpoll. 

hnt Count,-, Delaware 
April 1800 

Did not the duoorata nab the u.s. to peld up 
their lndep. to Pranoe8an4 purehue alave17 wlth 
go,000,000 ot dollarat 

Despite &laoat oontlnuoua Pederaliat viotorlea at the 

poll•• the Democratic part,-••• sa1n1ng atreaath in Delaware, 

eapeoiallJ' 1n lew CUtle County UlOftl the Sootoh-Iriab 

Preabyter1ana. In 1801 the Delloorata elected David Hall ot 

Lew• aa governor. Soat ot tlW down-state Jlethodlat voM 

bad been aeoured b7 putting •not that 4enolld.nat1oa on the 

ticket. !be Democrat• caanpaSgned aptnat •athanlel IUtobell 

8 lJnllddreaaecl letter [to U. ld1tort J tl'Oll '1'. ['.l'boaaa 
llodne7), 1en, Ooua_, April, 1800. Clmrol'l papera--llSS Sa "'
llltftlT et,,. IIS.at;orioal soo1••~ ot DltlawaN. 
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bJ olaS■1ng that he •aa a de1at and openl.7 r1d1auled the 

Metho41ata. Other J-ederal1et oan41datea loat vote• •hen tlw 

opposition ola1Md the Nethodlata NN retel'Nd to u rather 

"tanat1oa than hJ'poor1tea."9 

Beoauae the Delaware Pecleral1ata wre not d1aoNCl1'414 

u the anti-11ar p&l'tJ' 1n tbe ieara tollotd.ng 1811, the7 a,111 

were able to win moat eleot1ona and to oontinue \he1r clolll1nanoe 

1n Delaw&N pol1t1oa long after the7 bad oeuect to l>e the 

11&Jc,rit7 PArt7 111 every au-.. Peclerali•t clolll1nanoe 1ft 

Deluare, luting until ,he ... rpno• ot tl'MI Wh1p 1n alK>ut 

1830. oonUmted to be lNINd on the lopl aupport or the 

clownatate tanaen, t;tM very olua or DelnaNana 8IIOftS whoa 

llethodl• waa atronpat. 
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