BECRET

Buencs Alres, Argentina, May 7, 1947
Ho. 2462

Subjeot: Aetlon of the Argentine Government in the Matter
of Compliance with its Obligetions Undertaken
through Adherence to the Acts of Hexleo City,
and with Speeiflec feference to the Statement
of Yormer Secretary Byrnes of aApril &, 1946

The lonorable
The Secretary of State,
Washington.

3 &

I have the honor, with reference to the ebligatious
wdertaken by the irgeatine Covernment uader the jiets of
Hexloo Clity, and with specific reference to the statement
of former Seeretary Byrnes of April 8, 1946 in this econ-
nection, to make the following observations and recommenda-
tions.

The Argentine Government, through 1ts adherence to
the ifots of Mexieo Cily, undertock obllgations with respect
to Axis schoovls and institutions and propaganda, eaemy
property, and enemy aliens who had committed acts against
the state or the Unlted Nationus. Former Secretary Syraes
in his statement of April 8, 19406 indiocated in substance
that it would not be the poliey of our Govermment to sit
down in a defense meeting at Hlo de Jsneiro with the
Argentine present for the formulation of an Inter-imerican
defence paoct until the Argeatine Covernment had complied
with the above mentioned obligations.

The despatohes and reports of thils Embassy during
the last few yeare have set forth Mully t¢ the Depart-
ment the aetlon of the Argentine Covernment with respeot
to Axls schools and institutions and propagsande, prop-
erty, and aliens. They show that prior to the eutry of
the Argentine into the war, the Argentine Goverament had
taken certaln sction in common with the other imerican
Republlies ia blocking enemy funds and various other meas-
ures. #With ite entry intc the war, the de facto Uovera-
ment in the .irgentine lssued decrees with respect to schools
snd institutions and propaganda, propersy, and aliens and
took some aetion thereunder which wus counsidered by our
govermsent ss lnadequate. When the Argentine Joverument
adhered to the Aots of Hexieo City after the ciocse of
that conference, and in whieh it had not been asked to
take part, the de faeto Covernment began %o take more ao-
tive action with regard to the above mentioned matters.
A8 our Government did not consider the Argentine action
surficiently thoroughgoing, former Secretary Hyrnes
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fissued the statement of April 8, 1946 to indleate that

we could participate in a weeting with reaspeet to the
defense paot, whioh was foreseen in the Acts of Mexieo
City, with the Argentine present only when in our opinion
the Argentine had ocomplied with itas commitments.

The copstituticnally elesoted government of the
Argentine tock office in June, 1946. I have reported on
gonversations with the President of the Argentine and high
officlals of the Government which took place fmmediately
before and after the constitutional government took offioce
in which they stated the definite ilntention of the Argen-
tine Covernment to carry through fully all its obligations
under the Acts of Mexleo Clty with respeet to the above
matters, its definite polley to colluborate in a system
of later-imerican defense, and 1ts poliecy to collaborate
fully with the United ftates.

In & series of despatohes whioh have been forwarded
to the Department since the constitutional government:
took offlece in June, 1946, this imbassy has reported
fully on the progressive steps taken by the Argentiae
Governament with respect to enesy schools and institutions
and propaganda, enemy property, and enemy alleas whe have
committed sots against the atate or the Unilted Katlions.
In this conneotion I would refer particularly to this
Embassy's seoret despateh no. 2119 of iareh 31, 1947
entitled "Conversation with the Foreign Minister® and to
my letter of the same date to Secretary larshall, in whieh
I set forth the status of action b the Argentine Govern-
ment with respeet %o ocompliance. In this despateh this
imbassy refers to its series of reports and despateches
on this matter and makss reference to the faet that in
the matter of schools, institutions, and propaganda, as
well as in the matter of cnemy property, the Argentine
Government has loyally ocarried through its obligations and
is continuilng to do s8¢ and that owr Jovernment has so
regognized, I further brought out In that despateh that
there remains only the question of certuin enemy aliens
whom the Argentine Covernment has not yet been able to
locate and deport.

In its telegram no. 252 of Aprdil 2, 1947, 6:00 P.M.,
the Department informed me that on March 31 the Fresident
had invited the Argentine ambassador, Or. Ivanlssevien,
to the White House where he received him with then ieting
Seceretary Acheson and “enators Vandenberg and Connally
present. The Presideant stated to Ambassador Ivanissevieh
that he had slways been desirous of maintaining most
friendly relatiocnships with the Argentine people and gov-
ernment and that he considered it lmportant that relation-
shipe should be on a Tirm foundation. The Fresident saild
that he regretted there had been some difficulties be-
tween the two oountriese which it had taken some time to
work out but that progress had been made in sclviang most
of these problems and there now remained only tLhe matter
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of deporting some 20 %o 30 dangercus Nazl agents who
remalined in the Argentine. The President sald to Ambase-
sador Ivanissevich that he had heard he was returning to
the irgentine for a month and he desired him to ztress to
President Perdn the earncst desire that this aotion of the
Argentine Covermnment with respect to these remsining sgents
be takea promptly.

On his arrivel in the Argentine, Ambassador Ivanissevich
sonveyed the foregoing message of President Truman to
President Perdn and later to the Foreign Minister, Ir.
Bramuglis, who expressed appreclation of this inictiative
of Presldent Truman, of his recognition and that of our
Government that in the matters of schools, imstitutioans,
and propagands and enemy property the .rgentine Govern-
ment had carried through and wae earrying through its
commitments loyally and that there reamlned only this Ques-
tion of certain allens who had committed nets against the
stete or the United Nations tc complete the program of
the Argentine in this partioular respect.

In order not to burden this despatelh, 1 would respect-
fully refer to my secret letters to Aeting Jecretary
Acheson of April 3, 11, 18, and 25 in which I reported
on the delivery by iasbassador Ivanissevich of this nessage
and on the attitude of the Argentine Covermment with respect
thereto., I stated in these letters that President Perdn
and the Forelgn Minister, Dr. Bramuglis, were deeply ap~-
preciative and understending of this message froz Fresi-
dent Truman on behalf of our Government and had informed
me that the Argentine Government was ae desirous of deport-
ing the remainder of these aliens as we could be, and that
it had been and was taking all the appropriate weasures
to locate and to deport these individuals.

In my secret despateh nc. 2119 of larch 31, 1947
already referred to, I had indlcated that la view of the
faect that the irgentine Government belleved it had done
all that it could in these matters and that it had ecarried
through its obligations under the jcts of Hexieo City,
there was a possibllity of its 1ssulng a statement to that
effeet in due course and when the next lot of alliens agsinst
whom deportation orders existed and whom they have been
able to apprehend and detaln have been deported. I made
it clear in my despateb that I did not know that the
Argeantine Government wasg planning teo make such & state-
ment and 1% had not sald to me that it would, but that
we had to keep in mind this probability. In the Depart-
ment's telegram no. 332 of april 23, 11:00 A.M., making
reference to my despateh no. 2119 of Hareh 31 and ny tel-
egram of April 3 to the Actiag Seeretary, the Department
stated that it considered the issuasnce by the irgentine
Goverament of such a statement as possibly seriocusly
prejudieing the chances of a satisfactory sclution of the
problem by freezing the Argentine positlion and sglitating
press discussion in the United Cgates. The Department
stated that the purpose of Fresident Truman's statement
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to Ambassador Ivanlssevich and the messsge Lo President
Perén was for tuhe purpose of impresaing on the Argentine
Government the importasce of the expuision of the most
important ¥azi agents. It stated that while we reailis-
tically expect only "reasonable and substaatial” compli-
ance, weé do expect that performance will be genulne on
its face and meet the test of deeds and not merely prom-
ises as set out in the scatement of former Secretary Byrnes
of April 8, 1946 and that s good performance in deporsing
the more important ilndividuais in the list of 52 included
in the last deportation order would do this,

This Embassy nas apprecisted the helpful asetlion of
the President and the then Apting Seeretary in conveying
this message to rresident Peréa and the Airgentine Govern-
ment. It had reported and our Government had expressed
its opinion that in the matter of schocls, institutions,
and propaganda and enemy property the Argeantine Governmeat
had carried and was continuing to carry through its obli-
gations loyally under the Aets of Mexioco Clty. In its
reporta and despatehes thiszs Embassy haes fully outlined
what the Argentine Government has already done in the depor-
tation of enemy aliens and what 1t is doing wilth respect
%0 the list of 52 lncluded in the last deportation llst
and which list the Argentine Government considers contalns
the names of sll those sgeinst whom acticn had mot been
tvaken who hed committed acte against the astate or the
United Nutions which could be sdeyuately substantiasted
for the Government to take aotion. The Lubassy is its
reports to the Department hes stated thet in its opinion
and in that of the British Zxbassy wiich hsas been follow-
ing these natters together with this imbassy, this list
of 54 inciudes sil tohose against whorn bthe Argentline Govera-
ment hes not already taken action agalnst whom adequate
evidence 1s svallable for it to teke astion.

President Truman and then Aotiag Secretary Acheson
in the message couveyed to the Argentine Government through
Ambassader Ivanissevioh took cognizance of the faet that
there remained only this question of certain aliens in that
list whom the Argentine Covernment had not yet been able
to apprehend and deport. They took cognizance of the Taot
that 13 of those included in this liast had alresdy been
deported on the Argentine vessel Pampa to Germany.

In my despatohes and reports, and particularly in my
despatoh no. 2119 of larch 31 and in my letters of April 3,
11, 18, and 25 to then Aeting “ecretary Acheson, I have
informed the Department of the sontinuous and widespread
efforte which the irgeantine Goveranment Lls making to find
the rexainder of these aliens in order to deport them.
#ith reference to the Department's telegram no. 332 eof
April 23, 11:00 A.¥., in whieh it states thut it considers
the issuance by the Argentine Covernment of s statement as
poesibly prejudleing the situstion, I may say, as I have
already reported in cne of the above mentioned letters teo
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Under Seoretary Acheson, that I fipd the Argeantine Covern-
ment did not contemplste making such & statement as I
thought they might heve iu wind and indiecated in my des-
pateh no. 2119. 48 lndicated in my letter of April 25 to
Under Zeerxetary Acheson, it ls the intention of the Argen-
tine Govornment, as stated by the Foreign Minister, when
it deports these aliens whom it has been able to detaln,
merely to make & statoment as to what has been done with
respect to enemy aliens, that this partioular number, giv-
ing a list of the names, 1s belng deported on a ship leav-
ing for Cermany, and that the Government will continue its
efforts to find the remainder in the list of 52.

I am addressing the Department on this matter at this
time for two reasons.

First, it iz the opinion of this fndbassy that as the
Argentine Government has ¢arried through and isg loyally
eontinuing to carry through its obligations with respect
to scheools, institutions, and propaganda and enemy prop-
erty, and hes done 80 in a very effective manner and one
which does 1t credit, and as in the matter of eaemy aliens
who have committed asocts sgalnst the state and the United
Hatione 1t ha®s showan its complete good faith sinece the
sonstitutional government came into office in June, 1946

in endeavoring te find and deport such aliens and has with
thls second lot included in the list of 52 sent out of

the countyry all those on which it cam lay hands, the time
has come when as g metter of eyulity alone and recoguition
of the performance of the Argentine Government for our
Governmsnt to make an appropriate statement removing the
reserves expressed by former Zecretary EByrnes in his state-
ment of April 8, 1946. The Department is aware from the
reports of this Embassy thet the British Embassy, winieh

hags been following this metter with this faubassy s0 closely
during the war and until recently, is in complete aceord
and has already indicated that so far as it and the British
Government are concerned, it is considered that the irgen~
tine has garried through its obligations.

I will not in this despateh recite the measures which
the Argentine Covernment has taken in the matter of en-
deavoring te spprehend and deport all of these enesmy sliens
agalnst whom snything like sdequate information has been
deternined. I ocan ouly repeat what I have sald in my pre-
vious despatehes and letters, that I and my assoclates who
have been following this umatter ln every aspect so closely
are convinoed that the Argentine Covernment has used all
of the effective mesns st its disposal 1n order to appre-
hend the remainder of these aliens and that its fallure
up to this time to apprehend all of them in the list of

52 is not due to any negligence oun its part or to lagk of
any zeal or efficlency. Under these clroumstances, this
Embassy is of the oplalen and is of the hope that the
President and the Department will be of the opinlon that
upon the deportation of those whom it has been able to ap-
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prehend our Government will be in a position to completely
normalize the relations with the Argentliae by removing the
reserves whilch we have had with respect %o sittling down

in the Rio meeting to formulate a defense paot with the
Argentine present. There is, in the opinicn of this
Embassy, no doubt wnatever that the Argentine Government
will ocontinue Lits efforts to find those of these remsin-
iog aliens in the list,

Therefore, on the basis of the statement of former
Seoretary Byrnes of April 8, 1946 that we expected deeds
and not words in this matter of compliance, it is the
opinion of this Zmbassy that in this matter the Argentine
Government hag now loyally oomplied with its comulitwsats
and will continue to de so. This Embassy does not wish
to make any invidious comparisons, but a csreful and ob-
Jeetive examination of the performasnces of the other
imerican Republics with respect to Axls schools, institu-
tiona, and propaganda, enemy property, and silens will
show that the Argentine has complied with ite commitments
in this respect as fully, and in some cases much more
effectively, as others of the Amsrican Republies. The
Chiers of Mission of the other American Hepubllesz in the
Argentine have been following this matter of complliance
by the Argentine Government wvery closely, and I am con~
vinoed that there 1s not c¢ne who is reporting without
prejudice and on the basis of faets who has not informed
ais government that the Argentince Governmeant has and is
loyally meeting its commitments,

The second reason I am transaltting this despateh
at this time is because yesterday the Foreign Minisser
in a coanversaticon in the Foreign Office informed me that
Ambassador Ivanisseviceh 18 leaving for “ashington to resume
his duties there on May 9 and that he will carry & muessage
t¢ Fresident Truman in reply te the communicstion whieh
President Truman sent to Fresident rerdén. The iinister
gald that jmbassador Ivanissevieh would be instructed to
express to President Truman President Perdn's appreciatien
and understanding of Fresldeat Trumsn's constructive so~-
tion. He would carry with him a 1list of the additional
aliens included in the list of 52 whom it has been possible
with the best efforts of the Governaent tg apprenend and
who will be deported in the relatively near future on an
Argentine vessel to Germasny. Je will be lnstruocted to say
that with the best efforts and the use of all the means at
its disposal the Argentine Government has not been able to
appreiend all of these aliens but that it will continue
these efforts snd that in the meantime sueh persons are
completely sterilized for if they would show thelr heads or
engage 1ln any asetivitlies in the irgentine, their presence
would become immediately known and they would be appre-
hended and deported.

The Torelgn Minister sald yesterday that a ship was
ready to take those whom they had been able to apprehend

and



SECRET

P

and that the day after its departure he would make a state-
uent to the press merely to the effeet that the ship had
left with these alditional sllens on board whioch the
government had been able t¢ apprehend and that it was con-
tinuing its efforts to secure the remainder.

In tais conneetlion the iinister said that the Govern-
ment of the Unlted Ztates he waus sure resognized that the
Argentine Covernment had shown and was showing the same
goeod falth in the matter of aliens as it had shown in the
matter of schools, lastitutions, aud propaganda and prop-
erty. He sald he was not able %o say sand the Goverament
was not able to say whileh of these asliens in the last list
of 52 and whom it had anet been possible to apprehend up
to now were Llu the Argeatine. It was possible that some
of them had been sble to eseape to other sountries in
splte of the vigilance of the authorities. If any of these
aliens were left in the Argentine, he felt sure that in
due eourge they would be apprehsended, but that in the mean-
time he was confident thet so lmportant & matter as the
flo meeting and the defense pact ecould no longer be held
up becsusge a few sliens had not been apprehended in spite
¢f the best efforts of the Argentine Goverament.

The iinister then repeated some of the prececupations
which he had with respect to the situastion in the hemi-
sphere, the importance of the closest collaboration between
all of the imerican countries, the necesality for the defense
paot and the early calling of the Rio meeting, and the
imperative necessity of the American Repudblies being in a
position to desl adequately with the indigenous Communist
movements 80 rapldly developing in some of these countries
end with the efforts of Zoviet Russla to further such move- -
ments and to undermine inter-/nerican collaboration. In
this respect I would refer to my despatoh no. 2119 of
Maroh 31 as ths iinister again emphasized the impertance
of leadership of our c¢ountry in the Lemisphere.

I will not in this despateh reiterate the reasoas
why in the copision of thls Imbassy s complete composition
of the situastion with the Argentine 13 desirable znd neo-
e884ry at the surliiest mouwment. There 18 no doubt Chat the
presant government of the Argeatine is the most friendly
government towards the United Ctates which there has boen
in the country for many years. There 1s no doubt that the
poliey of the Argentine which had been so largely directed
towards kurope EB\ yw directed into this hemisphere. There
is no doubt that ﬁﬁ present Argentine govermment has a
definite poliey of close collaboration with the other
American Republies and with us. There is no doudbt of its
deep interest in the defense pact and of its prececupation
over dsvelopments in the world situatlion and of its recog-
nition of our leadershlp and the responsibillities which
it ocarries, There is no doubt of the spirit of collabor-
ation which the Argentine has shown with us since the
present constitutional government took office in June,
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1946, The Government now feels thut it hus loyally car-
ried through its obllgutions and has shown its definite
purposge of continulng to earry thes through.

c‘\

While our relations with the irgentine sre¢ considered
to be nermal in every respect except thet we heve not so
far been wiliing to s8it down in the BEio meeting to formu-
late the defense pact, it 1s obvicus that us long as our
reserves in this connection are not removed, an sbnormal
situation contlinues which i8 leading to lnereasing irrite-
tion and such a situation eannot continue longer without
sericus detriment to our relations with the Argestine and
witii the other Amerlecan Hepublics. There can be noe real
and effective ecollaboration among the imericsn states
without the full partieipsticn and collsaberation of the
Argentine, and during the past 1l months it has amply
ghown the new orientation of lts poliiey. .48 I have ia ay
reports and despateches and in a meworandw: left withi the
Seoretary during my visit to Washingtom in January suply
set forth the reasons why in ny opinion in the present
world ploture the consollidation of the collisboratlion aumong
the jumerican states is vital eand lmperstive, I do not en-
ter into a detaliled statement of these ressons in thls
despateh. I do wish to state that [ consider further
delay in the composivion of the situation with the irgen~
tine, now that it has ocarried esand 18 carryisg through
doyslly its obligations and has given adequate evidences
through its orientation of polley snd implementatioa
thereof that it will continue to do so, eould have ser-
ious coansequences in the American situstion.

“hen the Argentine Govermment sanounces the deporta-
tion of the aliens in the 1list of 52 which it has been able
to apprehend, I will send an appropriate telegraa to the
Departnent referring to tiils despateh.

Respeotfully yours,

Ceorge 5. Messeramith

To Departmsat in quadruplicate

Gilessersmith; fak




