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February 4, 1959. 

Personal 

Dear Alan? 

I received lit due course your note of December 83 
with Which you ten t rae a not* from Baron fcergeiw*aldenegg 
of December 17 whioh was f a the r pe s s imi s t i c . I was 

us t about to reply when X got ,your note today of 
anuary 30 with which you t ransmit ted one from Baron 

Berger*-Waldenegg of January 10. His l e t t e r contains 
the good, news tha t he has been given by Ciano a post 
as inspector of the foreign branches of the Asslourar lonl 
General! , This i s Jus t the kind of post for whioh 
Bergpr-Waldenegg I s f i t t e d and I t i s the sor t of thing 
tha t I was looking for for him on behalf of an American 
firm. I need not t e l l you, however, how d i f f i c u l t I t 
mould have been to get something l i k e t h a t for him with 
an American firm. I am g rea t ly re l ieved for Z am very 
fond of him and he i s a very f ine person. I would 
appreciate your passing on to him the enclosed note 
addressed to him. 

Z note four comment i n your l e t t e r and Z am perhaps 
a b i t more pess imis t i c concerning the general s i t ua t ion 
than you a r e . I t seems to Me tha t our f r iend I I Duce 
has t i e d himself up in an awful knot . He i s completely 
in the hands of t h e Germans and I do not see how he can 
get ou t , I do not be l ieve tha t he has the s l i g h t e s t 
in ten t ion of ge t t i ng out of Spain. I f he doesn ' t , Z 
can see the Spanish s i t ua t i on br inging on a c r i s i s 
before long. My own feel ing i s tha t the English and 
French pos i t ion has a good deal hardened. Cer ta inly 
the pos i t ion over here i s becoming more c l e a r . The 
telegrams today Ind ica te almost hys te r i ca l c r i t i c i sm 
in I t a l y of the President and of our p o s i t i o n . I t i s 
a l l so foo l i sh on t h e i r p a r t . , they may be able to 
d i s t u r b o the r s with words but they w i l l not be able to 
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overoorae us e i t h e r wi th propaganda o r with t h r e a t s . I * 
raay work elsewhere out i t only s trengthens the pos i t i on 
he re . X s t i l l hold t o the o r i g i n a l views which I he ld 
while I was in Vienna and which yon know so wel l . I 
think those are the views of responsible people in 
Government and i n the country here genera l ly . 

• I keep very busy and often wish for a more t r anqu i l 
l i f e . Mrs. Messersmith Jo ins me in a l l good wishes* 
Mrs. Mustard i s here with us again and ray n iece , Anne 
Layton. i s spending sorae weeks with u s . 

Cordial ly and s incere ly yours , 

A_M:aSM:VN& 


