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Mexico, L.F.,

ear Harry:

Your letter of uday 3 acknowledging my letters of March 9
and Aapril 11, in whick I brought to your attention variocus
despatohes snd letters {rom me with regard (o various aspects
of the econcmic relationships betwesn our country and dexico,
and pertlicularly sowme observetions with respsct to the Mexl-
can-United states Comalssion for .con wolie Cooperation, reached
me while I was at Jan Joaé de Purua for a two weeks' rest.
This was tue Clrat respite whileh I had had from nmy work since
i lelft the LVepartment in the spring of 1950 Lven duﬂing
Lhose very busy years whieh I spent in tie Jepartment I usually
found it 3UJﬁiU¢d to aﬂuuu two or tliree weeks et our little
place on Cape Uod, but since 4L left the Uepartment and &innﬁ
the years that 4 have been ln CUube and «exleo, this 1is the first
real hollday thet & have had. 4 rﬂit tﬂu nssd of it very much
for I put in from 12 to l4 hours a here, ani my woek-endis
are usually just s much occupled as the rest of the week. In
this altitude that is not a good thing to do, but the gircunm~
slances of our work here snd the enormous development in the
scope of our relatlionships with Mexieo und the fuct that so
much of our uurﬁ and 80 many Of our problems sre new, makes it
necessary for to give attention t¢ things which I otherwise
gould lseave @ns;;ely t0 othereg.

i have been buck aboul & week anu L have not been sbhlszs to
reply to your letter socner as + have been moere than ususlly
oocupied. Dursley hes tuken a week off with his family and
thiere are unusual elements here which have given us more than
usual preoceccuputions.

+« have noted with interest whalt you say in your letter of
day 3 and I tulnk thers mey be & goou deal of misunderstanding
of my position in these matters in the Lepertment. Periaps L
have not made mysell clear. I wonder whether jou Lave seen a
copy of the confldentiel letter dated May 1 which I wrote the
Jecretery. 4t ils& & rather long letter, unfortunately of some
10 pages, and i do not have @ copy avallable Lo send you with
thls letter or 4 woulac do so. i feel pretty sure that you
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have seen it already, but if you have not, I would appreciate
very much your getting it.

All of us realize how close phyaically #Mexleo snd the United
States are, but I think that sowe cof us do not realize how
fully the people here in officlal and importsnt circles are in-
formed of what goes on in our country in offieiel and government
clrelea and in cur country in general. It is in meny ways
ngtural that there should be greater curiousity ebout and
greater interest in what happens in our country, in dexico, than
we should be in what happens here. I am sure you would be
surprised to find to what degree the people here are informed
a8 to whet happens .n our country. I am Crequently surprised
to learn from dexican ofrieials ebout things thet sre happen~
ing in our own country send in cur own government, particulerly,
before 4 have any information from our own government or our
own peopls.

It is with this thought in mind that I wrote the Jecretary
this letter of Mey 1 with regard (o this consideration whioh
apparently is belng given in the Usepartment to whether we
shoulé withdraw from the iexicen~United otates Uommlission for
Industrial Cooperation, et cetera. It would be, as 1 pointed
out in the letter to the Seceretary, Just sbout one of the unhappi-
est things that could happen in our reletionships with Kexico
and with Latin smerica if it should become known in government
elreles here that we sre even considering sericusly such a
matier.

I do not wish to go inte deteil In this letter as 4 am very
much occupied and 4 hope to be writing you in the near future
2t some length with regerd to some aspectis of our economic re-
lationships with idexico which L have not touched upon, but in
whichk 1 am sure you will be interested.

I em writing you now principally tc say thet I think some
of my remarks with regard to preferentlial treastment for
Mexico hove been misunderstood. I tihink you know that I have
been with our government long enough and have been 80 inti-
metely interested 1n these sconomice problems which are so
definitely the basis of our politlcal relstionshipa, that I
must reslize thatl definite end open - . preferential treatment
is not only dangerous but ggalnst basic principles of ocur gov-
ernment to which we wish to and should adhere. But, Jjust as
the Constitution says thet all men sre born free and equal
and a8 we are stteched to this principle and will fight for it -
but in faect we know thet all men are not eguel in sll respects,
80, while we maintain certein principles of equality of
treatment there are certasin preferential conditions whieh pre-
vall 1ln prectice in economle relationships between countries
whieh grow out of circumstances over which no country has con-
trol. %What 4 have tried to make clsar in my letters and des-
patches to the Lepartwent l: thatl sc far as wexieco ls cone-

cerned
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¢erned there sare factors in our relaticonaships with Mexico
whion we cennot ignore. we have long recognized thet so

far as Caneda 1s concerned we nave a definite relationship
which we carry through in presctice witiout any open prefer-
ential arrangements., It ls time we begen to recognize, I
think, that sc far as our nelghbor to the south is concerned,
we will have to think of her in the sume understanding terus.

ihis has been & backward country. It has gone through
all sorts of turmoil snd it is atlill going through it, only |
in a different form. Ureat forces are at work in this country
and a transformation is taking plece wileh is obviocus to dis-
cerning persons. The old Wexlico is passing out of the pleture
and & new sexico isemerging. There isn't any doubt that, no |
matter how unfavorable developments msy be within this country
in some respects, the country is aswakening and 1is golng to go
forward., I think the period of politiecal and internal disorder
in Mexico in many ways is pust and that means that the sountry

her resources, her in-

ternal unity, and her internal life in gensral. Agricultural
and industrisl development in this country sre ineviteble,
There has already been conaiderable industrial developument herd.
i am sorry to say that the metionals of several other countries
heve been more helpful on the whole in building up the in-
ternel iife of Kexico than our own have been. Uow with this
new impetus coming in the Iinternel development of tbhis country,
our own intsrest is so great in the form thet this development
will teke Chat we csunot stand aside.

i am one of those who hope that thls will be the last great
war. I hoped thet at the end of the last war end I think you
have aome ldes of the disilluaionments through which 1 had to
pass when 4 saw the leck of wisdom on the part of statesmen ln
surope and even of sC many people in our own country. 4 am
hoplng that this time we will really have learned our lesson.

i wonder 1f by any chance you have read Van Sittart's book
"Leasous of &y Lirfej" It is one of the wmost impressive and
gsonstructive books L have ever read., Up until six montis ago

i felt pretty sure that the secflflices we were making in this
war snd which we will be called upon to make for yeers to come,
were and would be so great that we would be wise enough to as-
sume all obligations necessary for us to make sure that ancther
such war would be impoasible.

Today, Trankly I sm not so sure. I am stlill not pessimistic
put L see political considerations and personal ambitions,
feslings, reserves, and all sorts of humen wesknesses akrpeady
beginning to show themselves in our own coumtry and in others,
even while we are in the mldst of this great struggle, to such
a degree thet I do not today have the confidence that L1 hed
six months ago that we will be wise enough at the end of the
war to take the measures to assure the security of our country
and the peace,
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90 far as thls continent and this hemlaphere are oonecerned,
~ think everyone will agree thet we have to heve Mexleco and
Canada with us and bound to us by ties of self interest and
community of interesats so strong thaet nothing csn bresk them.

#ie have to deal therefore, with Hexiec with understanding
becsuse if we eipoect understanding f{rom them they can expect
understending from us. The situation in many respects between
the two countries 18 ss good as it could possibly be and so
much better thanm we could possibly have hoped it to be, If
we do not collaborate with Mexico in her industrial end agri-
cultural development, others will, and that means that already
the prinecipal tie of sell-interest and community of interests
is weakened.

i am not seekling special treatment for dexleco. I &am only
trying te peint out in my humble way some of the considerations
which 4 think we heve to keep in mind if we are t¢v have this
community of lnterests whlch is so imgortant for us for our
seourity and peace in the future. I[ndustrislization will make
rapid progress in dexico and I thdnk it will meke falrly rapid
progress in Brazil. There will be a certalin degree of indus-
trializetion in some other couniries of Couth smerlca. I think
for reasons which 4 caenncot go into in this letter, this 1lndus-
trialization will be more rapid snd couver a wider base, probably,
in wexleo, then it will in bBrazil. 4 do not taink we have eny-
thing to fear from any of this industrislisestion in seither
bragil or sexico, Un the other hand, 4 think we heve everythlng
to galn by itv.

e far as this cc.mission is concerned, which seens 10 gause
80 much coneern to scme of our peoples, i n never considered
it as & permaenent instituvlon and ss 1 polinted cut In nmy letter
tc the Jecretary, L think the time will come when the hexlcans
will nc longer be so much Interested in it &s we are, and that
the time may come even when the Mexicans will not be interested
in the Commission at all and we will be very much Iinterested in
its maintenance. ior this resscn, [ belisve that it is denger-
ous end unwise for us to see these Indiens behind trees when
there are none, and teo telk about withdrewing from the Commis-
sion or to discuss its pros end cong in the way we apparently
are. all that ig necessary for us to do is to see thet the
work of the cvommission is censlized in the right direction and
certainly up tuv now we have been able to do¢ that, and 1 see no
fears for the future. The Uommisaion 1s merely & msans of
discussing questicne of common interest and if Mexlec has one
interest, we have one which is just es important.
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with regard to long-range programs, of which some of our
pecple in the Lepartment are afraid, I think this can be
hendled in such a way as to remove any apprehensions,

i wish
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I wish thet a man like yoursel!l could come down here and
spend s week or two and get the feel of the country and of
the situstion here., There has not been anyone from the De-
partment conneoted with the economic side of things in parti-
cular whe Las been here for s long time, and L thisnk that it
would be a fine thing if you cculd come down hers and spend a
few weexsa. Certainly it would give me a great deal of personal
plessure if you could do s0.

i suppose some of our people will be afrald of implicstions
which mey grow out of the visit of Donald lelson, whiceh is
sobeduled for about the middle of June. I can assure you that
you need have no fears about this, for no decisions will be
made of any kind whlle ne is here, end there is no intention
of dolng 8o, but the gesture of iLlis visit will be a most helpful
one for it will emphasize our interest in tihils ococuntry. 4o far
68 concrete things to be discussed while he ils here, there are
none to be discussed at this time and Wr. Nelson is far tco wise
and Loo experienced a person t¢ permit himself to be led into
snytiilng unwise. The faect, however, thet he 13 coming here,
that he will look at soume of these Industrisl pro jscts whiech
are under way -~ some of the irrigation snd power projects, at
cgtere -~ will in itsell meke these people understend that we
are really interested in their internal problems and development.

tbe industrial sub-lonmission, on which Beyster and Vaughn
ars working very soundly, is assuming no commitments, but is
gatoering eome very valuable informstion which will be useful to
our government, inecluding the War irovduction Board and the For-
elgn docnomle administration.

This has elready grown intec a much longer letter then I in-
tended tc write, but I did want to say that i feer thet some of
you have some misapprehensions with regard te my attitudes., I
had hoped very much to be able t¢ make & trip home and I had
hopeé te do s¢ shortly after my return from Jan José decFurua
but there are sc many things here which give me concern that it
is quite lmpossible fur we for the present to think of a trip
home.

with all good wishes,

cordlelly end sinocerely yours,
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