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COUNCIL OF NATIONAL DEFENSE 

Woman•s Committee 
1814 N Street N.W. 

WASHINGTON 

TO THE CHAIRMEN OF THE 
STATE DIVISIONS OF THE WOMAl'Jt S CO!vu\iIITTEE: 

September 18, 1918. 

For some time it has been apparent to the Woman's Committee 
of the Council of National Defense that some plan should be devised 
by which the war service of the r1hole people might be coordinated; 
that it is impossible to separate the work of men from that of women, 
and that it is illogical that the one should be sanctioned, directed, 
and financed by the State, while the other is sanctioned and directed 
by the Government at rJashington, although obliged to look to the State 
for financial support, or failing that, to depend upon voluntary con-
tribution from private sources. 

This fact has become evident in many States, where already 
the State Council of Defense and the State Division of the ~·ioman' s Com­
r.1ittee have been amalgar,1ated and now constitute one committee directing 

all war work in · the State. 

This thought of joint committees of men and women formed the 
basis cf the re solution passed by our Conf et-ence held in Wash in gt on last 
May, for a closer union betv.,een the State Councils of Defense and the 
State Divisions of the 'iJoman's Committee; ever ::;ince which time the 
Woman's Committee of the Council of National Defense has been seeking 
such a solution as would bring about the desired result, with the least 
disturbance to the success of the work which has been so admirably planned 
and carried forward in many States. 

After numerous conferences between the Council of National 
Defense and the Woman's Committee, the following plan was unanimously 
approved by the VJoman • s Committee at its executive session in September: 

"That ·a joint committee kno,m as the Field Division shall be created 
b:; the Council of National Defense, to be presided over b)' the Honorable 
Franklin ~. Lane, Secretan- of the Interior and a member of the Council. 
Said Division to consist of twelve members, six of whom shall be men and 
six women, including a Director and an Associate Director. That this 
Division shall have joint direction of the State Councils of Defense and 
the State Divisio,1s of the 'Joman's Committee in their relation to the 
war measures of the Goverronent; that the chief functions of the Woman's 
Committee and ~11 of its departments, shall pass over to the Field Div­
ision, and the State Councils and Women's Divisions shall carry on 
jointly all the war work formerly conducted by both groups. That the 
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Woman' ::i Commi ttcc ::;hall remain for the pre ::. c;yc a :.: an Advisory Cornmi ttee 
of the Council of National Defease. to meet any er;iergency which may 
arise in connection v1ith women's war work, and shall continue until the 
Government finds that its services are no longer · required." 

The advantages of this arrangement are obvious: It is a co­
ordination uhich is fundamental, lo:;ical, and vital, and the fact thet 
the messages of the Government 1:rill come to both men and r, omen from one 
source and through one cham1el, uill :result in a conservation of time, 
thought, and effort o Since a member of the cabinet and of the Council 
is Chairman of the Division~ the work in the States nill be brought into 
close and intimate touch vrith the Government, and strength and authority 
VJill be added to the State Co1.mcils; r,hile the fact that both men and 
women form the governing board 1:rill assure the people of the States th2.t 
their individual, as vrnll as their united needs will be considered; and 
that the ,-,ar ,i:easures proposed \"tH1 be adap-ted to the capacity and the 
requirements of both men and '.VO!Iien~ The change effected originated with 
the Woman• s Committee and is hear·';ily approved Ly all its members 1:rho 
recognize it as a distinct step fon:ard. 

In expressing its 6ratif ication at the success of its efforts 
tov,ard this real and hmdamental coorchnation, the Woman's Committee 
does not by any means i mply that a mistake was made in the original 
appoiatment of a VJoman' s Committee and the organization of woraen thus 
far effected. On t h e contrary, it is convincec'l. that it is only upon 
this foundation already laid, that a US3ful and effective union can be 
built; and that because of it the women of the .State Divisions rlill 
bring to the joint committeet ar. organization fully equipped, with leaders 
and directors of their OYm selection, enjoying t!1e confidence of the ,,, 
women of their respective States, and possP.ssing valuable experience of 
the needs of the hour and the best uay in uhich these needs can be met. 

The Lesson of the Day is Union, and ii.1 a deeper sense than 
r,e have ever re alized before. All the old catch-words and shop-worn 
phrases about cooperation and combination become quick and vital, burned 
into our consciousness by the fire through which we are passing and by 
which r,e are being tried. At last our soldiers are united into one 
bo!:ly and fightin:-; under one leader in France; our industries and our 
public utilities are combined into v,eapons of offense; not less effect­
ive than the guns ·which thunder so close to the German border· all of our 

• I 

available man power is listed and pledged, and. the time is over ripe 
v1hen the civilian men and wo:nen of the Nation should join hands in one 
vast reserve to stand invincibly back of . our battle lines. 

The personnel of the Field Division will be as follows; 

Hon. Franklii1 K. Lane, Chairman, 
Dr. Anna Hov,ard Shar,, 
Mrs. Joseph R. Lamar, 





Mrs. Stanley McCormick, 
Lliss .Ida 1'.i . Tarbell, 
Miss Agnes Nestor, 
!:vli ss Hannah J _ Patterson, 
Daniel 1Nillard, 
Fuller Calla.way, 
George L. Berry, 
H. M. Robinson, 
R. M. Bissell, 
Grosvenor B. Clarkson. 

Committee: 

Miss Ida U. Tarbell, 
Mrs. Philip N. Moore , 
Mrs. Joai~h E. Co~les, 
idrs. Carrie Chapman Catt , 
Mrs. Joseph R. Lamar, 
Miss Maude Wetmore, 
Mrs. Stanley McCormic:!:, 
Mrs. Antoinette Funk, 
Miss Agnes Nestor, 
Miss Hannah J. Patterson. 

Faithfully yours, 

Chainnan, i'Joman's Committee, 
Council of National Defense. 
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COUNCIL OF NATIONAL DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON 

STATE COUNCILS SECTION 

Saptembet 18, 1918, 

TO THE SEVERAL STATE COUNCILS OF DEFENSE: 

For your information Pe are sending you further details 

concerning the creation of the Field Division of the Council of 

National Defense, of which we notified you by teJe gram yesterday 

The enclosed state~ent will be released to the pross to-morrow. 

ENCLOSURE ·,; 

G,. L. 157 

Very truly yours, 

Chief of section. 

' 
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For release in morning newspapers 
of Thursday, September 19th. 

The Council of National Defense authorizes the following statement 

Tho Council of National Defense today created a Field Division 

of the council, merging the state Councils Section and the greater part of 

the machinery of the Woman's Committee of the Council. The Field Division 

of the Council ~ill be headed by Franklin K. Lane, secrctery of the Interior, 

and a member of the Council ·of National Defense, and there vdll act with 

him a Governing Committee of six man and six ,,omen, composed as follor1s: 

Dr. Anna Howard Shaw ? 

Mrs. Joseph R. Lamar 9 

Mrs. Stanley McCormick, 
lUss Ida M. Tarbell, 
Miss Agnes Nestor, 
Miss Hannah J. Patterson - all of the woman•s Committee of the 

Council 9 

Daniel Willard, Chairman of the Advisory Commission of the Council 
of National Defense, 

FUller Callaway, a business man of ta Grange, Georgia, 

George L. Berry of Pt"essman•s Home, Tennessea, President of the 
International Printing Pressmen and 
Assistants' Union of North America, 

H. M. Robinson of Pasadens, California, former Assistant Chief 
of tho state councils section and a 
Director of the Southern California 
Edison Company, The Union Oil Company. 
and various banksiin California, 

R. M. Bissell, Chairman of the Connecticut state Council of Dcfenso 
Grosvenor B. Clarkson, Secretary of the council and of the 

Advisory Commission. 

Mr. Clarkson, in addition to his present duties as Secretary of 

the Council, will act as Director of the Field Division, and Miss Hannah J. 

Patterson, who has been Resident Director of tho woman•s Corrroittee, is ap­

pointed Associate Director of the Field Division. 

The WolT'.an• s Committee of the council will be h~ld together to meet 

whatever emergencies may arise in connection '\Ni th \"iOman• s part in the prose­

cution of the war that my fall outside the province of the Field Division. 
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This amalgamation of two of the most highly organized federal 

war agencies ..has grown out of the need and desirability of bringing the 

women of the country more closely into the Govornment•s war work and at 

the same time causing a more efficient guidance from Washington of the 

stat e defense activities, Already in many states the s.tate divisions of 

the V/O?P.an' s Committee and the State Councils of Defense have joined hands 

to the end of bettor coordinating the war service of the whole people , 

women as well as men. Hence the reorganization now announced follows 

logically the amalgamation taking place throughout the states. 

From tho first month of America's entry into the war the 

Council of National Defense, through the state Councils Section, has 

coordinated and guided the uork of the great system made up of the state 

Councils of Defense, which are now organized by counties or towns in 

every state, vath conmu.nity organizations in tho majority of the states. 

President 17ilson has urged the general use of the state Defense Councils 

through the agency of the -Council of National Def anse to carry out as 

far as possible the local work of the federal agencies. The war 

Industries Board recently put the local control of building operations 

during the war in the hands of the State councils. 

The r;oman1 s Committee was formed shortly after America enter ed 

the war and has performed a r emarkable work in organizing the woman-power 

of the country for the Nation• s defense. Ther e v,ill be merged into the 

Field Divi sion the 15,732 unitP which tho woman's Committee ms built up 

through0ut the United States. The present amalgamation is in effect a 

tribut~ to the contribution of the Woman's Committee to the war. 





WAR OEPARTM ENT , 

WASHINGTON . 

September 23, 1918 . 
:~s . Alice Dunbar Nelson , 
C:::,re 7oman ' s Co!:1.'Tii ttee, 
Council of lational Defense, 
Washington , D. c. 

q dear :.!:rs . Dunbar: - -

I am forwarding herewith the applicati on of rJrs . Sttr;lLlntha vrook 
\'/right , of Shi rley, Illinois , who is desirous of being appointed as a 
speaker in the campaign inaugurated at1ong tri.e colored v1omen of the coun­
try . I am also enclosing a number of end.oraements sub!!li tted by her '.'Ii th 
roference to her fitness for t '1.e , ·ork she seeks . 

I trust the representations rnn. e in behalf of ~1rs . · /rie;ht v,ill 
have 0 our very best consideration . 

ncls 
R'IT 

\Ii th all good wis '1es , I am 

ssistant , 
Secret::...ry of /ar, 





:.rrs . Alice D,mbr,r 1Jelson , 
C~ re 'o!':.:m' s Cor::r:i.i t tee, 
Cou!lcil of Natiom:l D8fense, 
ashincton, D. c • 

• Ty dec...r .:rs . ~.elson: - -

WAR DEPARTMENT, 

WA S H! N GTON . 

September 24 , 1918 . 

1 ... m referring to JOU for yo 1r consideration tL enclosed letter 
from .iss f.aiu ... ·~t-Jh B. E0 g 11 , 420 ~cAllist ,r Str .et, Cincin ati, Ohio , ih.o 
is desirous of servine; <1s ::.. speaker in the "four- minute c~mp&.if;n service," 
etc . 

'ncl 
R"JT 

) 

Very tely ;taurs , 

ta~ 
Sr,ecia, s..,istant , 

Office of tho .Jecretary of !, r , 
Roo .. 1 131 . 





COUNCIL OF NATIONAL DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON 

WOMAN ' S COMMITTEli 

1814 N ilTREIT NW 

Mrs. Alice Durbar Nelson 
916 French Stree't 

ilmington, Delaware 

My dear ~rs. Nelson: 

September.25, 1918. 

I hope by t iis time that you have received the 
check of 108 . 33 for your August salary which was mailed 
to you on September 20th. 

I regret exceedingly the inconvenience you may 
have experienced by the delay of your checks ,hich you 
know are mailed to you fro• the Chief Clerk's office. 
ie kept after this office daily and hope by now you have 

received the refund5 for all the expense you incur red 
on your southern trip. 

Very truly your.,, 

ti tLL .t. .(__,( ,(J 

{ 
Resident Director. 

S/A 

.s . .'1.s yet there is no information r bout e:ny :possible plans 
of \/Ork nor ,ill there be until after the next meeting of the 
Field Division which VTill probably be in the fiDst weelc of 
October . 







WOMAN ' S COMMITTEE 

1814 N STREET NW. 

COUNCIL OF NATIONAL DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON 

Mrs. Alice Dunbar Nelson, 
916 French St. , 
Wilmington, Delaware. 

My dear Mrs. Nelson•-

September 28, 1918. 

Enclosed please find Pay Voucher covering 
salary from September 1 to 14th, inclusive. Please sign 
at the point marked {Payee) and return in the 
enclosed addressed envelope to Mr. E. K. Ellsworth. 
Your check will follow shortly after returp of 
the IJO ucher. 

YoUl" s very truly, 
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COUNCIL OF NATIONAL DEFENSE 

WOMAN ' S COMMITTEE 

1814 N STREET NW. 

1 • I:.E JL.:TG- 0.1! T}lE ·y_ -::::. • 

WASHINGTON 

;:: • :bstr1.ct idc "l.ls of 1..cmocracy h we no ·.:ei1;~1t . 

Ir.a::?ossible to i::. et up 11 feeling abou.r Bel gium, most 

Belr·itun because of her .leprei_ttions in tne Congo . 

2. 1'8.1ITilW OF THE ~ .R T.O THE lT..',G'RO . 

a. The shake-up o .... e::i:::ti 11"' social conli tions. 

b. ""1istribution of po::_:ulation in Forth an:l South . 

c. Incre~sel econo~ic facilities. 

d. I.:o e~ ear!1eJ. from infl ted war conlitions. 

3. "lI. '-T GER.:T llTY ' S ncTORY ·.nr,1 1.r:E 1N m THE iCGB.o. 

a.. Ger:nany ' s at ti tu' e to .r9.r l the d<J.rlc-sldnnel !'aces . 

b. Her :position to'.'n.r:l Rist .Africa; ::orocco, etc. 

c. Eer prejuiice . 

d . 0:9inion of Black sol Ucrs . 

e. A.ttitu~e tow::1rl all subject peo_;les . 

enoes h ... 9.te 

f • .t\. c1~us .. :1el '.711i te ~.,,.1eric2 .. vrill 1-.e1.n a c1~J.she 1• bl~::.clr ,-~oric·~. 

a. The blacl~ sol liers in ;iast 'e::i.rs -.-:ho h'lve won other wars . 
(Revolutio:nar ··,ar- 1812 - 1865 - 1898 - 1915. 

b. -i11a.t he has 'lone anl is lo i n.:; in Fr .nee to-13,y. 

c. Ho·:, his 1nrrls rm.mt be uphel l b., t he -7omen at Fome . 

~. Vadous , cn vt ties - Rel Cross etc. 





COUNCIL OF NATIONAL DEFENSE 

WOMAN ' S COMMITTEE 

1814 N STREET NW, 

6 . COTL CIL :T '~TIOIT.AL DEFE'~SE. 

a. . :Ebq)lain. 

7 • ·70:.rn:u ' S co;.: ' I TTEE. 

al Ex l a in . 

b . .':'ho are 'nembers. 

c . II0\7 worlc is ope;.•·~ ted . 

WASHINGTON 

d . Far re'lchinr;· anl inclus i ve activities. 

a . Possibi lities , f ~r - rekching effect s. 

9 . 1001:I:iIG '.'.'O'LiRD 1ECO ~SC:RUCTION AP.l:E'fl THE 77 • 

a . Hor.1e 

b . Chil lren 

c . Ini.ustr ics 

d . Soci\l ser ice acti· ities 

10 . lillED OF COJ "BPW FO CES QF COLOR. ·m J r::10 • ....,p r.: l.KE TI:E COUUT Y 

A Lj7 '..BLE :SL '..CE FOR TI!: RACE. 
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~----·---------~ 
~omnn's QJ:ommill.e.e 

OF 

aiounciI of ~ationaI ~.ef.ens.e 
MISSISS 1 PPI DIVISION 

J!{r!l. ~htnarh ~r~.eq.e.e, 
;itab C!i'ilp,irmnn 

~r. J\mtx ~ofuarh- ~qafu, 
~ational Q!ltairman, ;Rla•J:ington, ~- (!J:_ 

~•nl>!Jltarter": ,;31. ;I). & tr. Cl!oluge, Cl!olumbua 

OFFICERS: 

Chairmw-M:rs. Edward McGehee, Como, 

Vice Chairman-Mrs. H. L. Quin, 

West Point. 

Secretary-Hiss Annie Caulfield, 
Columbus. 

Treasurer-Mrs. B. 1<""'. Saunders, 
Swan Lake. 

rt?J,------------t§l 
S.OUTHriRN REPORTEl't PRINT SARDIS MISS 



To the Patriotic Women of Mississippi: 

I bring you lovi.'.lg greetings and hearty good 
wishes for our great work of service to our Gov­
ernent dur:ng this crisis. Never was there a 
time when it was so necessary that we stand 
together in one solid phalanx and remember that 
it iS the "everlasting team work that counts." 

,.._.ill you read carefully the ""7hy a "'oman's 
Committee," and "Objects of Plan," ·,n this little 
pamphlet? Also familiarize yourself with your 
County and Sectional Division. Attend these 
meet:ngs if possible. Know your chairmen, and 
what Departments are represented in the Woman's 
Committee. The Chairman of Education is plan­
ning to have training classps in every county, so 
that we have an effic:ent force that will be a 
real factor for service. The business connected 
with these Departments will constitute the normal 
activities of the State Div'.sion; but when the Gov­
ernment, in pursuance of its plan for mobilizing 
the econom:c force of the nation, shall issue any 
information or instruction to the women for their 
co-operation, such information or instruction shall 
have the right of way through the State, County 
Chairmen and Committees, so that the intelligent 
co-operat:on of all patriotic women may be se­
c-ured with the least possible delay. 

I earnestly urge every President of each 
organization composing the Woman's Committee 
Cou.ncil National Defense to send letters to 
members of the:r organization in every County 
asking that they co-operate with the Chairmen 
iu the work set forth, 

l 

Mrs. H. I. Quin, Pres id est U. D. C., West 

Pointl. 
Miss Susie V. Powell. Director of· Exteni,lon 

Work, Agricultural College. 
Miss Elise Timberlake, President S. A. C. 

W., Columbus. 
Miss Annie Caulfield, President I. I. & C. 

Alumnae Association, Cruumbus. 
Mrs. C. B. S. Merrill, President Woman's 

Branch, NaVY League, Natchez. 
Mrs. Daisy McLaurin Stevens, President 

T,eague for Women's Service, Brandon. 
Mrs. A. J. Aven, President Baptist W. M. U., 

Clinton. 
Mrs. W. H. Laprade. Methodist Conference. 

(Southern), Gulfport. 
Mrs. J. W. Conger, Northern Methqdist 

('onference, Vaiden. 
Mr1<. .J. B. Ca rt Pr. Episcopal, Wood-ville. 
l\Irs. R. P. Safley, Christian R. F. D. 1, 

( 'a rpPn ter. 
Mrs. A. W. Syrlen!'ltricker. Presbyterian. 

Columbus. 
State at Large--- Mis1< Emma Ody Pohl , 

Columbus. 



Education-Mrs. Carrie Chapman Catt. 
Liberty Loan-Mrs. Antoinette Funk. 
Home and Fore:gn Relief-Miss Maui! 

Wetmore. 
State Organizer-Mrs. Joseph Lamar. 
Resident Director-Miss Ha,nnah Patterson. 

State Department Chaumen. 

Registration-Miss Emma Ody Pohl. Co­
lumbus. 

Food Production and Home EconomiC's- MiAA 
Susie V. Powell. Agricultural College. 

Food Administrator-Mrs. Edward McGehee. 
Como. 
Maintenance of Existin,g Social Servi<'<' Agen­
f'ieS-Miss Henrietta M·tchell, Jackson. 

Health and Recreation-Mii-s Ze<' PMC'y. 

Gulfport. 
. Education-Miss M. Colie Coy·ngton. Hazle­

hurst. 

Liberty Loan-Mrs. R. J. McLanrin. ViC'ki<­
hurg. 

Home and Foreiim Relief (Red Cro~l ­
'.\frs. Walter Scales, Starkv·nf'. 

Women in Industry-Mrs. Robert Sumerville. 
Greenville. 

Chili! Welfar!'- Mr,:. M. P. Hughes. Stark-
villf'. 

FinnnC'e- 1\fr,:. J. W. Tucker, Jackf;<\11. 
PubliC'ity- 1\lrS Henry Rrooke. Mer·dian. 
The ~tate is divided into l'lPven Spction~. 

as follows. with the·r respective Sectional 
nlinirmen . 
FIRflT-l\frs. F. V. Osborne, Gulfport. 

dernstated di~tricts of Europe, and to avail 
themseJyes of the educational adntt1tages otrered 
hy the Red Cro,;,:. In eyery community where the 
Woman's Committee iS represented it hopes to see 
also a Red Cross org:mizat·on. the two c0-0perat­
inl!: in the greatest harmony for the common 
welfare. 

Very sincerely yours, 

(Signed) ANNA HOWARD SHAW, 

Chairman Woman's Committee, Counc:1 
National Defense. 

OBJECTS OF THE PLAN. 

of 

The Woman's Committee of the Council 
National Defense was appointed April 21st, 1917, 
by the Council of National Defense. (The Com1-
cil of Nat:onal Defense was created by Act of 
Congress and approved August 29th, 1916. It is 
composed of the Secretaries of War, Navy, In­
terior, .Agriculture. Commerce a,nd Labor). to: 

1. Co-ordim1te and centralize the organized 
forces of the women of the country. 

2. Enlist the co-operat:on of the unorganized 
women of the country, in order to--

(a) Ascertain and report the patriotic 
work now beLng done by women and women's 
organizations; 

(b) Secure greater efficiency :n the de­
fense work which women may do for the Nation: 

( c) Secure the co-operation of all the 
women of the country in the economic measures 
which the Government Lnaugurates from t:ml' 
to time; 



1. By furnh,hing a direct and speedy channel 
LJclween the different departments of the Govern­
ment and the women of the country; and 

2. By ;mpresSing upon them the vital import­
>rnce of these weapons of economic warfare in 
the winnillg of the war. 

For the purpose of accomplishing these 
ol>jects the Woman's Committee has organ;zed 

8TA'.rE Dl VISIONS in each State of the 
Cnion, in the District of Columbia and ill 

Alaska a.nd Hawa:i. 
First Steps in 'County Organization of Woman's 

Committee Councij National Defense. 

1. Have good notice in the papers about 
the origin and purpose of this undertakl.ng. ( Re­

fer to "Objects of the Plan,'' and make extracts 
from same.) 

2. Prepare a very comprehensive 1:st of all 
Women's organizations in County. Try to reach 
the head of every local Woman's organization, 
whether it has any 8tate connect:on or not. Invite 
the heads of the Statewide organizations and of 
all religious (Protestant, Catholic and Jewish) 
and Fraternal orga.n,~tions, Womein's Tr~e 
Unions, social and sewing clubs, etc. 

3. Select a date a.nd place ;n the County for 
meeting, and send out notices a few days in 

advance to the executive heads of all the organi­
zations. Have more notices in the local papers, 
such as the names of the orgaBizations invited, 
purposes of meeting, ete. 

4. Call up tbe women i.livited, tbe morning of 

the meeting, and urge them io attend as a 
patriotic duty; to be there when the meeting 
beg:ns and to stay until it is over. 

5. Make a brief patriotic talk, getting the 
war setting of our effort, and making the appeal 
to the women to do their part. 

Then elect a Permanent Chairman, a Vice­
Chairman, a Secretary and Treasurer. 

.<\.PPOINT CHAIRMEN TO CORRESPOND TO 
THE STATE CHAIRMAN. ( Send list to 

State Chairman.) 

Call a meeting once a month and have reports 
from all officers and chairmen. Announce the date 
of this meeting at the orga.nizat:on. Write to 
:rnur Sectional Vice Chairman, a State Depart­
ment Chairman, or to the State Chairman, 
Mrs. Edward McGehee, Como, for any informa­
t:on. A letter from every County Chairman is 
expected once a month, telling of the work. 

The sum of One Dollar should be assessed 
each organization in the County Council to de­
fray expenses of postage, etc. 

National Department Chairmen. 

Registration-Miss Hannah J. Patterson. 
Food Production and Home Economics-

Mrs. Stanley McCormick. 
Food Admin:stration-Miss Ida ll. Tarbell. 
Women in Industry-Miss Agnes Nester. 
Child Welfare--Mrs .. Josiah Evans Coles and 

Miss Julia Lathrop. 
Maintenance of Existing Social Service Agen­

t1:es-llrs. Philip North Moore. 



The H.e<l Cross w JI also raise funds to carry on 
reiicf work for the families of soldiers and 
,-uilon;, who may be left in need by the mobiliza­
tion of troops. To further th:s work and to pre­
pare women for service with the Red CrosS, it 
comlucts classes in first aid to the injw·ed, in 
elementary hygiene and home care of the s.ck, 
iu dietetics, and in surgical dressings. The 
Amric:w Red Uross, moreover, in the case of 
flood, famine or pestilence, is supposed to act 
in such emergency and organize the relief neces­
:-mry in such disasters." 

The main activities of the Woman's Com­
mittee- lie entirely outside of these functions, 
and, , therefore, there can be no overlapping or 

_duplication of effort. The Woman's Committee 
is co.ucerned, through its different Departments, 
with the registration of women for general serv­
iee; with food production and conservation; with 
t:hild welfare and industrial cond.tions concerning 
W0lllPn and children; the educat:on of women 
lllong all lines outside of the Red Cross service; 
with the nia:ntenance of all existing social 
agencies, and the safe-guarding of the :qi.oral and 
spiritual forces of the Nation :so that these inner 
defenses of our Nation may not be broken down 
in the period of the war. '.l.'he work of these 
Departmc•.:ts to be carried on through co-operat, 
ing organizations. where such exist. 

The Woman's Committee is in every way 
,lympathetic to the a:ms and purposes of the 
American Red Cross. It will urge women every­
where to join in the making of hosp:tal supplies 
and garments for the c:viHlm population in the 

Counties-George, llr11ene, Harrison, Jackson. 
HECOND-Mrs. John U011ner, Hattiesburg. 

Counties-Marion, Jasper, Forest, Jones, 
Pearl River, Smith, Jel'ferson Davis, Covington. 
'l'HIRD-Miss Anne Rothenberg, Meridian. 

Counties--Wayne, Clarke, Lauderdale, Kem­
per, Newton, Neshoba. 
FOURTH-Mrs. A. Y. Woodard Louisville. 

C'ounties-W:,nston, Noxubee, Lowndes, Choc­
taw, Clay, Monroe, Oktibbeha. 
l~IFTH-Mrs. J. G. Houston New Albany. 

Counties- Chickasaw, Pontotoc, Lee, Itta­
wamba, Tishomingo, Prentiss, Alcorn, Union, 
'11 .ppah, Benton. 
SIXTH-Miss Bessie Young Grenada. 

·Counties-Grenada, Yalobusha. (west half), 
Panola, Tate, De Soto. 

SEVENTH-Mrs. Robt. Sumerville, Greenville. 
Counties-Tunica, Qu:tman, Coahoma, Tal­

lahatch:e, Bolivar, Sunflower, Washington, 
~hn rkey, Issaquena. 

EIGHTH-Mrs. Monroe McClurg, Greenwood. 
Counties - Leflore, Carroll, Montgomery. 

Webster, Attala, Holmes. 
XINTH-Miss l\L Col:e Covingto.u, Hazlehurst. 

Counties-Warren, Yazoo, Madison, Leake, 
Scott, Hinds, Rankin, Simpson, Copiah. 
TENTH-Mrs. D. Cohn, Brookhaven. 

Count·es-Lincoln, Lawrence; Pike, Amite1 

Franklin, Jefl'er~on, Claiborne, Adams, Wilkinson, 
Walthall. 
ELEVEN~H-Mrs~ J. E. Anderson, Holly Springll. 

Connt1('"- r 'hotm. Yalobusha (East half). 
Lafayette, Marshall. 



Organizations Composmg oman 
Council of National Defense, at Its Oaganiza­
tion a.t Jackson, l\lay 24th, 1917 : 
Mrs. E. F. :--oel, Presic1Pnt D. 4. R., Lex-

ington. 
Mrs. Robert Mims, President Daughters of 

1812, Jackson. 
Mrs. A. T. Stovall, President Fe<lerat:on of 

:'\Iusic ('lubs, Okolona. 
Miss Emma Mauuing, State Musical .As.-:ocht- J' 

tiou, .Tackson. 
Mrs. Freeman Brougher, Pres. DaughtPrs of 

the Confederacy, Jackson. 
Miss Madge Montgomery. President W. ('. 

T. U., Starkv.lle. 
Mrs. M. p. Hm;hes, President l\lothPrS' l'on­

gress and Parents-Teachers' Association, .Agri, 

cultural College. 
Mrs. B. F. Sa1mdPrS, President Federat·on 

Cluhs, Swan Lake. 
Mn;. Edward McGPhl'e. Pri>si<lP.nt Suffrn~P 

:\sso<'iation, Como. 
Mrs. B. B. w·ms, Pre1Sident Co1onial DamPs. 

Vi<'kSburg. 
Miss Mary Trigg, Preisiflent State Nurses' 

Association, Greenville. 
Mrs. Arnold, Presirlent King's Daught:er". 

Greenville. 
Mrs. Rohinson PrPRirlPnt 01<1 Ladies' Home. 

.Tackson. 
Mrs. M"ttie L.Grayson, Grancl Worthy Matron 

Eastern Star, Biloxi 

Kn:. Barley, President DaughterR of Re­

becca. 

To this Committee has boon g.ven the honor 
of co-ordinating the ent:re woman power of the 
State. I know that every woman will respond 
to the high call; that each is ready and anxious to 
do all that the State and the Nation require in 
th:s hour of great need. 

Faithfully yours, 

.MARJORIE C. McGEHEE, 
Chairman Woman's Committee. 

Washington, D. C. 

WHY A WOMAN'S COMMITTEE'! 

To the State Chairmen: 

The question iS often asked, "Why was it 
necessary to create a Woman's Committee w;tb 
Government sanction, when the Red Cross, so 
largely concerned w;th women's work, alreaay 
existed with the authorization o_f Congress and 
the Convention of Geneva establishing its i.nter­
nat:onal status?" 

The answer is found in the acceptance of the 
fact that to the American Red Cross is as!'ligned 
definite duties, the limits of whlch are clearly 
defined. The Woman's Committee is given 
direction of the work for women outs:de the field 
of the Red Cross. The following statement ls 
made by Mr. Elliot Wadsworth. Chairman of the 
National American Red Cross: 

"The American Red Cross is charged with 
the duty of helping to provide the troops with 
comforts and necessities when in the field ; help­
ing them i.n trans·t, and assistng the Army MC11-
ical Corps in taking care of the sick and wounded. 
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