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COUNCIL OF NATIONAL DEFENSE

WASHINGTON

Woman'!§ Committee
1814 N Street N,.W.

September 18, 1918.

TO THE CHAIRMEN OF THE
STATE DIVISIONS OF THE WOMAN'S COMMITTEE:

For some time it has been apparent to the Woman's Committee
of the Council of Illational Defense that some plan should be devised
by which the war service of the whole people might be coordinated;
that it is impossible to separate the work of men from that of women,
and that it is illogical that the one should be sanctioned, directed,
and financed by the State, while the other is sanctioned and directed
by the Government at llashington, although obliged to look to the State
for financial support, or failing that, to depend upon voluntary con-
tribution from private sourcese.

This fact has become evident in many States, where already
the State Council of Defense and the State Division of the vjoman's Com-
nittee have been amalgamated and now constitute one committee direc¢ting
all war work in the State.

This thought of joint committees of men and women formed the
basis of the resolution passed by our Conference held in Washington last
May, for a closer union between the State Councils of Defense and the
State Divisions of the Voman's Committee; ever since which time the
Woman's Committee of the Council of National Defense has been seeking
such a solution as would bring about the desired result, with the least

disturbance to the success of the work which has been soO admirably planned

and carried forward in many States.

After numerous conferences between the Council of National
Defiense and the Woman's Committee, the following plan was unanimously
approved by the loman's Committee at its executive session in September:

"That ‘a joint committee known as the Field Division shall be created

by the Council of National Defense, to be presided over by the Honorable
Franklin k. Lane, Secretary of the Interior and a member of the Council.
Said Division to consist of twelve members, six of whom shall be men and
six women, including a Director and an Associate Director. That this
Division shall have joint direction of the State Councils of Defense and
the State Divisions of the Uoman's Committee in their relation to the
war measures of the Government; that the chief functions of the Woman's
Committee and all of its departments, shall pass over to the Field Div-
" ision, and the State Councils and Women's Divisions shall carry on
jointly all the war work formerly conducted by both groups. That the







Woman's Committec chall remain for the preocat ac an Advisory Committee
of the Council of National Defense, to meet any emergency which may
arise in connection with women's war work, and shall continue until the
Government finds that its services are no longer required.,"

The advantages of this arrangement are obvious: It is a co-
ordination which is fundamental, logical, and vital, and the fact thet
the messages of the Government will come to both men and women from one
source and through one channel, will result in a conservation of time,
thought, and effort, Since a member of the cabinet and of the Council
is Chairman of the Division, the work in the States will be brought into
close and intimate touch with the Government, and strength and authority
will be added to the State Councils; while the fact that both men and
women form the governing board will assure the people of the States theat
their individual, as well as their united needs will be considered; and
that the war measures proposed will be adapted to the capacity and the
requirements of both men and women. The change effected originated with
the Woman's Committee and is heartily approved Ly all its members who
recognize it as a distinct step forward,

In expressing its gratification at the success of its efforts
toward this real and fundamental coordination, the Woman's Committee
does not by any means imply that a mistake was made in the original
appointment of a Woman's Committee and the organization of women thus
far effected. On the contrary, it is convinced that it is only upon
this foundation already laid, that a ®wseful and effective union can be
built; and that because of it the women of the State Divisions will
bring to the joint committee, an organization fully equipped, with leaders
and directors of their owm selection, enjoying the confidence of the .o
women of their respective States, and possessing valuable experience of
the needs of the hour and the best way in which these needs can be met.

The Lesson of the Day is Union, and in a deeper sense than
we have ever realized before, All the 0ld catch-words and shop-worn
?hrases about cooperation and combination become quick and vital, burned
1n?0 our consciousness by the fire through which we are passing and by
which we are being tried. At last our soldiers are united into one
bogdy and fighting under one leader in France; our industries and our
public utilities are combined into weapons of offense, not less effect-
ive than the guns which thunder so close to the German border; all of our
available man power is listed and pledged, and the time is over ripe
when the civilian men and women of the Nation should join hands in one
vast reserve to stand invincibly back of our battle lines.

The persomnel of the Field Division will be as follows:

Hon, Franklin K. Lane, Chairman,
Dr. Anna Howard Shaw,
Mrs. Joseph R, Lamar,







Mrs, Stanley McCormick,
Miss Ida M, Tarbell,

Miss Agnes Nestor,

Miss Hannah J. Patterson,
Daniel Willard,

Fuller Callaway,

George L. Berry,

H. M. Robinson,

Ra: "My Bissedl;

Grosvenor B. Clarksons

Faithfully yours,
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,ﬁgiumzaﬂ¢ ;ézgﬁn”xbbél iiAQLVT

Chairman, Woman's Committee,

Council of National Defense.

Committee:
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Ida M., Tarbell,
Philip N. loore,
Josigh E. Cowvles,
Carrie Chapman Catt,
Joseph R. Lamar,
Maude Wetmore,
Stanley McCormick,
Antoinette Funk,
Agnes Nestor,
Hannah J. Patterson.







COUNCIL OF NATIONAL DEFENSE
WASHINGTON

STATE COUNCILS SECTION

September 18, 1918.

T0 THE SEVERAL STATE COUNCILS OF DEFENSE:

For your information we are sending you further details

concerning the creation of the Fiold Division of the Council of
National Defense, of which we notified you by telegram yesterday.
The enclosed statement will be relcased to the pross to-morrows

Very truly yours,

C Z;//%vw/ﬁ‘ ,(/ch;/

Chicf of Section.

ENCLOSURE:

Gs L. 157







For release in morning newspapers
of Thursday, September 19th.

The Council of National Defense authorizes the following statement
The Council of National Defense today ereated a Figld Division
of the Council, merging the State Councils Section and the greater part of
the mechinery of the Woman's Committee of the Councile. The Field Division
of the COupcil will be headed by Franklin K. Lene, Secrctary of the Interior,
and o member of the Council of National Défense, and there will act with
him a Governing Commitfoe of six men and six women, composed as follows:

Dr. Anng Howard Shaw,

Mrs. Joseph R. Lamar ,

Mrs. Stanley MeCormick,

Miss Ida M. Tarbell,

Miss Agnes Nestor,

Miss Hammah J. Patterson = all of the Woman's Committee of the
Council,

Daniel Willard, Chairman of the Advisory Commission of the Council
of National Defense,

Fuller Callaway, a business men of La Grange, Georgia,

George L. Berry of Pressman's Home, Tennessos, President of the
Intcrnational Printing Pressmen and
Assistants' Union of North America,

H. M. Robinson of Pasadens, California, former Assistant Chief
of the State Councils Section and a
Director of the Southern California
Tdison Company, The Union 0il Company,
and various banksiin California,

R. M. Bissell, Chairman of thc Connecticut State Council of Defensc

Grosvenor B. Clarkson, Secratary of the Council and of the
Advisory Commission,

Mr. Clarkson, in addition to his present duties as Secretary of

the Council, will act as Director of the Field Division, and Miss Hannah J.
Patterson, who has been Resident Director of the Womant's Committee, is ap=-
pointed Associate Director of the Field Division.

The Womants Committee of the Council will be held together to meet
whatever emergencies may arise in connection with womants part in the prose-

cution of the war that my fall outside the province of the Field Division.







This amalgamation of two of the most highly organized federal
war agencies .has grown out of the necd and desirability of bringing the
women of the country more closely into the Governmentts war work and at
the same time causing a more efficient guidance from Washington of the
state defense activities, Alrcady in many states the state divisions of
the Woman's Committee and the State Councils of Defense have joined hands

to the end of better coordinating the war service of the whole people,

women as well as men. Hence the reorganization now announced follows

logically the amalgamation taking place throughout the states.

From the first month of America's entry into the war the
Council of National Defense, through the State Councils Section, has
coordinated ond guided the work of the great system made up of the State
Councils of Defense, which are now organized by counties or towns in
every state, with community orgenizations in the majority of the states.
President Wilson has urged the general use of the State Defense Councils
through the agency of the Council of National Defense to carry out as
far as possible the local work of the federal agencies. The War
Industries Board recently put the local control of building operations
during the war in the hands of the State Councils.

The Woman'!s Committee was formed shortly after America entered
the war and has performed a remarkable work in organizing the woman-power
of the country for the Nation's defense., There will be merged into the
Field Division the 15,732 unite which the Woman's Committee has built up
throughout the United States. The present amalgamation is in effect a

tribut.c to the contribution of the Woman's Committee to the war.
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COUNCIL OF NATIONAL DEFENSE

WASHINGTON
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1814 N STREET NW










COUNCIL OF NATIONAL DEFENSE

WASHINGTON

WOMAN'S COMMITTEE
1814 N STREET NW.

September 28, 1918.

Mrs. Alice Dunbar Nelson,
916 French St.,
Wilmington, Delaware.

My dear Mrs. Nelsong-

Enclosed please find Pay Voucher covering
salary from September 1 to 14th, inclusive. Please sign
at the point marked (Payee) and return in the
enclosed addressed envelope to Mr. B, K. Bllsworth.
Your check will follow shortly after return: of
the woucher.,

Yours very truly,

Woman'®s Commit tee

fice' gr,
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WASHINGTON

WOMAN'S COMMITTEE
1814 N STREET NW.
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COUNCIL OF NATIONAL DEFENSE

WASHINGTON

WOMAN’'S COMMITTEE
1814 N STREET NW.
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Woman’s Conunittee

OF

@ouncil of National Befense
MISSISS'PP| DIVISION

Mrs. Tdmard McGelee,

State Bhairman

Br. Arma Howard Shaf,

National Chairman, Washington, B. @

C

Bendguarters: J. J. & €. College, Golumbus

OFFICERS:

Chairman—Mrs. Edward McGehee, Como,
Vice Chairman—Mrs. H.' L. Quin,

West Point.
Secretary—Miss Annie Caulfield,

Columbus.
Treasurer—Mrs. B. F. Saunders,

Swan Lake.

SOUTHERN REPCORTE®R PRINT. SARDIS, MISS




To the Patriotic Women of Mississippi:

I bring you loviang greetings and hearty good
wishes for our great work of service to our Gov-
ernent dur:ng this crisis. Never was there a
time when it was so necessary that we stand
together in one solid phalanx and remember that
it iS the “everlasting team work that counts.”

Will you read carefully the “Why a Woman’s

Committee,” and “Objects of Plan,” ‘m this little
pamphlet? Also familiarize yourself with your
County and Sectional Division. Attend these
meet .ngs if possible. Know your chairmen, and
what Departments are represented in the Woman’s
Committee. The Chairman of Education iS plan-
ning to have training classes in every county, So
that we have an efficient force that will be a
real factor for service. The business connected
with these Departments will consStitute the normal
activities of the State Division ; but when the Gov-
ernment, in pursuance of its plan for mobilizing
the econom:c force of the nation, shall issue any
information or instruction to the women for their
co-operation, such informaftion or instruction shall
have the right of way through the State, County
Chairmen and Committees, so that the intelligent
co-operation of all patriotic women may be se-
cured with the least possible delay.
y I earnestly urge every President of each
organization composing the Woman’s Committee
Council National Defense to send letters to
members of the'r organization in every County
asking that they co-operate with the Chairmen
in the work set forth,

Mrs. H. I. Quin, Presidest V. D, Q. West
Pointf.

Miss Susie V. Powell, Director of Extension
Work, Agricultural College.

Miss Elise Timberlake, President 8. A. C.
W., Columbus.

Miss Annie Caulfield, President 8 R o 0
Alumnae Association, Calumbus.

Mrs. C. B, S. Merrill, President Woman’s
Branch, Navy League, Natchez.

Mrs. Daisy McLaurin Stevens, President
League for Women's Service, Brandon.

Mrs. A. J. Aven, President Baptist W. M.U.,
Clinton.

Mrs. W. H. Laprade, MethodiSt Conference,
(Southern), Gulfport.

Mrs. J. W. Conger, Northern Methodist
(Conference, Vaiden.

Mrs. J. B. Carter, Episcopal, Woodville.

Mrs. R. P. Safley, Christian R. F. D. 1,
Carpenter. 2 g

Mrs. A. W. Sydenstricker, Presbyterian.
Columbus.

Qtate at Targe—Miss Kmma Ody Pohl,

Columbus.




Education—Mrs. Carrie Chapman Catt.

Liberty Loan—Mrs. Antoinette Funk.

Home and Foreign Relief—Miss
Wetmore.

State Organizer—Mrs. Joseph Lamar.

Resident Director—Miss Hannah Patterson,

State Department Chairmen,

Maud

Registration—Miss Emma Ody Pohl, Co-
lumbus.

Food Production and Home Economics—Miss
Susie V. Powell, Agricultural College.

Food Administrator—Mrs. Edward McGehee,
Como.
Maintenance of Existing Social Service Agen-
cies—Miss Henrietta M 'tchell, Jackson.

Health and Recreation—Miss Zee Posey.
Gulfport.

- Education—Miss. M. Colie Cov'ngton. Hazle-
hurst.

Liberty Loan—Mrs. R. J. McLaurin, Vicks-
burg.

Home and Foreign Relief (Red Cross)—
Mrs. Walter Scales, Starkv'lle,

Women in Industry—Mrs. Robert Sumerville.
Greenville.

Child Welfare—Mrs. M. P. Hughes, Stark-
ville.

Finance—Mrs. J. W. Tucker, Jacksan.

Publicity—Mrs Henry Brooke, Mer'dian.

The State is divided into eleven Sections.
as follows, with their respective Sectional
Chairmen .
FIRST—Mrs. F. V. Oshorne, Gulfport.

I
b

devastated districts of Europe, and to avail
themselves of the edueational advantages offered
by the Red Cross. In every community where the
Woman’s Committee i8S represented it hopes to see
also a Red Cross organizat'on, the two co-operat-
ing in the greatest harmony for the common
welfare.

Very sincerely yours,

ANNA HOWARD SHAW,

Counc:l of

(Signed)
Chairman Woman’'’s Committee,

National Defense.
OBJECTS OF THE PLAN.

The Woman’s Committee of the Councii
National Defense was appointed April 21st, 1917,
by the Council of National Defense. (The Coun-
cil of National Defense was created by Act of
Congress and approved August 29th, 1916. It is
composed of the Secretaries of, War, Navy, In-
terior, Agriculture, Commerce and Labor). to:

1. Co-ordinate and centralize the organized
forces of the women of the country.

2. Enlist the co-operation of the unorganized
women of the country, in order to—

(a) Ascertain and report the patriotic
work now being done by women and women’s
organizations ;

(b) Secure greater efficiency :n the de-
fense work which'women may do for the Nation :

(c) Secure the co-operation of all the
women of the country in the economic meaSures
which the Government inaugurates from t me
to time;




1. By furnishing a direct and speedy channel
between the different departments of the Govern-
ment and the women of the country; and

2. By .mpresSing upon them the vital import-
ance of these weapons of economic warfare in
the winning of the war.

For the purpose of accomplishing these
objects the Woman’s Committee has organ.zed

STATE DIVISIONS in each State of the
Union, in the District of Columbia and in

Alaska and Hawaii.
First Steps in ‘County Organization of Woman’s

Committee Council National Defense.

1. Have good notice in the papers about
the origin and purpose of this undertaking. (Re-
fer to “Objects of the Plan,” and make extracts
from same.)

2. Prepare a very comprehensive list of all
Women’s organizations in County. Try to reach
the head of every local Woman’s organization,
whether it has any State connect.on or nof. Invite
the heads of the Statewide organizations and of
all religious (Protestant, Catholic and Jewish)
and Fraternal organ.zations, Women's Trade
Uniens, social and sewing clubs, etc.

3. Select a date and place in the County for
meeting, and send out notices a few days in
advance to the executive heads of all the organi-
zations. Have more notices in ‘the local papers,
such as the names of the orgarizations invited,
purposes of meeting, ete.

4. Call up the women invited, the morning of

the meeting, and urge them %0 attend as a
patriotic duty; to be there when the meeting
beg:ns and to stay until it is over.

5. Make a brief patriotic talk, getting the
war setting of our effort, and making the appeal
to the women to do their part.

Then elect a Permanent Chairman, a Vice-
Chairman, a Secretary and TreaSurer.

APPOINT CHAIRMEN TO CORRESPOND TO

THE STATE CHAIRMAN. (Send list to
State Chairman.) /

Call a meeting once a month and have reports
from all officers and chairmen. Announce the date
of this meeting at the orgamization. Write to
your Sectional Vice Chairman, a State Depart-
ment Chairman, or to the State Chairman,
Mrs. Edward McGehee, Como, for any informa-
tion. A letter from every County Chairman is
expeected once a month, telling of the work.

The sum of One Dollar should be asseSsed
each organization in the County Couneil to de-
fray expenses of postage, etc.

National Department Chairmen.

Registration—Miss Hannah J. PattersSon.

Food Production and Home FEeconomics—
Mrs. Stanley McCormick.

Food Administration—Miss Ida M. Tarbell.

Women in Industry—MiSs Agnes Nester.

Child Welfare—Mrs. Josiah Evans Coles and
Miss Julia Lathrop.

“ Maintenance of BExisting Social Service Agen-

e.es—Mrs. Philip North Moore.




The Red Cross w.ll also raise funds to carry on
relief work for the families of soldiers and
sailors, who may be left in need by the mobiliza-
tion of troops. To further this work and to pre-
pare women for service with the Red Cross, it
conducts classes in first aid to the injured, in
elementary hygiene and home care of the s.ck,
in dietetics, and in surgical dreSsings. The
Amrican Red Cross, moreover, in the case of
flood, famine or pestilence, is supposed to act
in such emergency and erganize the relief neces-
sary in such disasters.”

The main activities of the Woman’s Com-
mittee lie entirely outside of these functions,
and, therefore, there can be no overlapping or
dupli‘(zation of effort. The Woman’s Committee
‘is concerned, through its different Departments,
with the registration of women for general serv-
ice; with food production and conservatlon; with
child welfare and industrial cond:.tions concerning
women and children; the education of women
along all lines outside of the Red Cross service;
with the ma'ntenance of all existing social
agencies, and the safe-guarding of the moral and
spiritual forces of the Nation so that these inner
defenses of our Nation may not be broken down
in the period of the war. The work of these
Departments to be carried on through co-operat-
ing organizations. where such exist.

The Woman’s Committee i$ in every way
sympathetic to the ams and purposes of the
American Red Cross. It will urge women every-
where to join in the making of hosp:.tal supplies
and garments for the clvilian population in the

Counties—George, Greene, Harrison, Jackson.

SECOND—Mrs. John Conmer, Hattiesburg.
Counties—Marion, Jasper, Forest, Jones,

Pearl River, Smith, Jefferson Davis, Covington.

THIRD—Miss Anne Rothenberg, Meridian.
Counties—Wayne, Clarke, Lauderdale, Kem-

per, Newton, Neshoba.

FOURTH—Mrs. A. Y. Woodard Louisville.
Counties—W nston, Noxubee, Lowndes, Choc-

taw, Clay, Monroe, Oktibbeha.

FIFTH—Mrs. J. G. Houston New Albany.
Counties — Chickasaw, Pontotoc, Lee, Itta-

wamba, Tishomingo, Prentiss, Alcorn, Union,

T ppah, Benton.

SIXTH—Miss Bessie Young Grenada.
‘Counties—Grenada, Yalobusha (west half),

Panola, Tate, De Soto.

SEVENTH—Mrs. Robt. Sumerville, Greenville.
Counties—Tunica, Quitman, Coahoma, Tal-

lahatchle, Bolivar, Sunflower, Washington,

Sharkey, Issaquena.

EIGHTH—Mrs. Monroe McClurg, Greenwood.
Counties — Leflore, Carroll, Montgomery,

Webster, Attala, Holmes.

NINTH—Miss M. Colie Covington, Hazlehurst.

Counties—Warren, Yazoo, Madison, Leake,

Scott, Hinds, Rankin, Simpson, Copiah.

TENTH—Mrs. D. Cohn, Brookhaven.
Count’es—Lincoln, Lawrence, Pike, Amite,

. Franklin, Jefferson, Claiborne, Adams, Wilkinson,

Walthall.

ELEVENTH—Mrs. J. E. Anderson, Holly Springs.
Connties—¢ ‘-‘Ef\an. Yalobusha (East half),

Lafayette, Marshall.




Organizations Composing .
Council of National Defense, at Its Oaganiza-
tion at Jackson, May 24th, 1917%:

Mrs. B. F. Noel, President D. A. R., Lex-
ington.
Mrs. Robert Mims, President Daughters of

1812, Jaekson. :

Mrs. A. T. Stovall, President Federat.on of

Music¢ Clubs, Okolona.

Miss Emma Manning, State Musical Associa-
tion, Jackson.

Mrs. Freeman Brougher, Pres. Daughters of
the Confederacy, Jackson.

Miss Madge Montgomery, President W. C.

T. U., Starkvlle.
Mrs. M. P. Hughes, President Mothers’ Con-
gress and Parents-Teachers’ Association, Agri-

cultural College.
Mrs. B. F. Saunders, President Federat'on

Clubs, Swan Lake.
Mrs. BEdward MecGehee, President Suffrage

Association, Como. .
Mrs. B. B. Wllis, President Co'onial Dames,

Vicksburg.

Miss Mary Trigg, President State Nurses’
Association, Greenville.

Mrs. Arnold, President King’s Daughters,

sreenville.
Mrs. Robinson President Old T.adies” Home,

Jackson.
Mrs. M'ttie L. Grayson, Grand Worthy Matron

Eastern Star, Biloxi.
Mrs. Barley, President Daughters of Re-
becca.

To this Committee has been given the honor
of co-ordinating the ent.re woman power of the
State. ‘I know that every woman will respond
to the high call ; that each is ready and anxious to
do all that the State and the Nation require in
th.s hour of great need.

Faithfully yours,
MARJORIE C. McGEHEE,
Chairman Woman’s Committee.
Washington, D. C.

WHY A WOMAN’'S COMMITTEE?
To the State Chairmen:

The question is often asked, “Why was it
necessary to create a Woman’s Committee with
Government sanction, when the Red Cross, so
largely concerned with women’s work, already
existed with the authorization of Congress and
the Convention of Geneva establishing its inter-
national status?”’

The answer is found in the acceptance of the
fact that to the American Red CroSs is assigned
definite duties, the limits of which are clearly
defined. The Woman’s Committee is given
direction of the work for women outside the field
of the Red Cross. The following statement is
made by Mr. Elliot Wadsworth, Chairman of the
National American Red Cross:

“The American Red Cross is charged with
the duty of helping to provide the troops with
comforts and necesSities when in the field; help-
ing them in transit, and assistng the Army Med-
ical Corps in taking care of the sick and wounded.
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