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lUINUTES. 

-
Philadetphia, June 4th, 1832. 

AGREEABLY to public notice, the :Pele~ates to the 
Second Annual General Converttion, for the improvement 
of the condition of the free people of color in these 
United States, met at the Benezett Hall, in Seventh 
Street, and commenced business at 9 o'clock A. M.
Mr. John Bowers, President of the Conventional Board 
appointed at the last meeting of the Convention to transact 
its business during its l_'ecess, took the Chair; an(! Junius C. 
Morel, acted as Secretary. After a most eloquent and 
appropriate prayer by the Rev. Charles W. Gardner,. the 
following Delegates presented their cr~dentials, which 
were read and approved, and they admitted to seats in 
the Convention, viz:-

PENNSYLV ANIA. 
Pitts'!Jurg.-John B. Vashon. 

f hiladeiphia. 
John Bowers, Benjamin Paschal, 
William Whipper, · F. A. Hinton. 
J. C.Morel, 

Carlisle.-John Peck. 
Lewistown, ltlijftin county ....... Samuel Johnson. 

NEW YORK.. 
New York City• 

William Hamilton, Henry SiJ)kins, 
Thomas L. Jennings, Philip A. Bell. 

Brooklyn.-James Pennington. 

DELAWARE. 
Wiln#ngton. 

Joseph Burton, William .Johnson, 
.Jacob Morgan, Peter Gai'diner • 
.Abm. D. Shad• 
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MARYLAND. 
Baltimore. 

Samuel Elliott, Robert Cowley, Samuel Hiner. 

NEW JERSEY. 
Gloucester. 

Thomas D. Coxsin~ Thomas Banks, 
Trenton.-Aaron Roberts. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 
Boston.-Hosea East'>n. 

New Bedford.-Nathan Johnson. 

CONNECTICUT. 
Hariford.-Paul Drayton. 

New llaven.-Scipio C. Augustus. 
RHODE ISLAND. 

Providence.-Ichabod Northrop. 

On motion, the Convention proceeded to the election 
of officers for its present sessio11s, when the following 
persons were duly elected: 

HENRY SIPKINS, President. 
JouN n. VASHON, 1st Vice President. 
FREDERICK A. HINTON, M Vice President. 
PHILIP A. BELL, Secretary, 
1uN1us C. MoaEL, Assistant Secretary. 
CHARLES H. LEVECK, Clerk. 

After the election of the President and 1st Vice Presi
dent, Mr. Frederick A. Hinton, Vice President of the 
Conventional Board, announced to the house the election 
of Mr. Henry Sipkins of New York, President of the 
Con\'ention, and Mr. John B. Vashon of Pittsburg, first 
Vice President. On the election of the second Vice 
President, Mr. John Bowers announced to the house the 
election of Mr. F. A. Hinton of Philadelphia, second 
Vice President. The election of the Secretaries and 
Chaplain were announced by the President of the Con
vention. 

On motion, resolved that the list of names of the De
legates be read. It was accordingly read, and each 
member answered to his name. Moved and seconded 
that we adjourn to meet in this Hall at half past three 
o'clock this afternoon. Agreed. 
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.A:fiernoM Semon • 

• The Convention met a~reeably to adjourn1nent, Mr. 
Sipkins in the Chair, Phihp A. Bell, Secretary. After 
prayer by the Rev. C. W. Gardner, it was, on motion, 
agreed that the Secretary proceed to call the roll, .and 
read the minutes of the forenoon session; which being 
done, it was moved and seconded that the name of the 
mover and seconder of each motion shall be attached to 
the Rame. Agreed. 

On motion of William Hamilton, seconded by John 
Dowers, the following persons were appointed a Com
mittee to draft rules to govern this Convention, viz:
Benjamin Paschal, John feck, James Pennington, Thos. 
L. Jennings, and Thomas D. Coxsin, and to report the 
same as soon as poss,ibte. 

The second Vice President announced and introduced 
to the Convention the Rev. R. R. Gurley of Washington 
City, and Mr. Brackenridge of Kentucky, and several 
other distinguished gentlemen. 

The President of the Conventional Board appointed at 
the la:;t•meeting of the Convention, presented a report 
of the proceedings of the Board during its recess. 

Moved by William Whipper, seconded by BenjaMin 
Paschal, that the report of the President of the Conven
tional Board be referred to a Committee of three persons, 
with full p()wer to enquia·e for all documents concerning 
the same, or connected with the business thereof, and 
report the same to-morrow morning. Agreed. 

William Whipper, Brnjamin Paschal, and William 
Hamilton were appointed. 

On motion of John Peck, seconded by Benjamin Paschal, 
agreed that the Rev. Charles W. Gardner be requested 
to officiate as Chaplain to this Convention. 

On motion of John Bowers, seconded by John Peck, 
that the B.ev. Hosea Easton be assistant Chaplain. Agreed~ 

l\loved by William Hamilton, seconded by John J>eck, 
that a committee of three persons be appointed to write 
an Address to the free peopl-e of -color in these United 
States, expressive of the views of this Convention; that 
they shall be 11ominated by the President and appointed 
by the Convention; and that they shall )Jfe&ent ilie aame 
for approval on Friday morning next. Messrs. Abraham 

t• 
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D. Shad, William Uamilton, and William Whipper were 
appointed. 

Moved by Thomas L. Jennin~, and seconded by Jas. 
Pennington, that a committee of five be appointed who 
shall report to this Convention such subjects as they may 
deem essntial for it to act upon. 'l'he following persons 
were appointed-Thomas L. Jennings, James Penning
ton, Junius C. Morel, Thomas D. Coxsin, and John B. 
Vashon. 

Moved by John Bowers, seconded by John Peck, that 
all monies paid to this Convention shall be received by 
Frederick A. Hinton, until a treasurer be appointed. 
Agreed. 

On motion, adjourned to 9 o'cl-ock, Tuesday morning. 

Tuesday, June 5th.-llforning Session. 
Agreeably to adjournment, the Convention met in the 

Benezett Hall. The President took his seat, and the 
house was opened with prayer by the Re-v. Charles W. 
Gatdne1-. 

:Mr. John Bowers infonned the Convention that the 
Trustees of the First African Presbyterian Church, in 
Seventh street, had consented to let us have the same for 
one dollar and fifty cents per day. 

On motion the terms were agreed to. 
The Rev. C. W. Gardner mformed the Convention 

that the Rev. Mr. Gurley, of Washington City, Secreta
ry and General agent of the Colonization Society, de
sired permission to address the meeting in the afternoon. 

On motion of Mr. Hamilton, seconded by Mr. Bell, 
the request of Mr. Gu1·ley was granted. 

Benjamin Pasch1ll offered an amendment, seconded by 
William Whipper-Resolved that the Rev. R. R. Gur
ley delive1· his sentiments in writing to this Convention, 
and that we answer him in the same. The .President 
decided the same as not an amendment. 

On motion, resolved that the committee appointed to 
draft rules for the government of this C1mvenbon, report. 
The same was presented, read and adopted. The report 
and rules were as follows:-

'Ve, your committee, appointed to draft rules and 
regulations for the government of this Convention, beg 
leave to report-
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1. The President shall take the chair at the time to 
which the House may be adjourned, and upon the ap
pearance of a quorum shall direct the roll to be called 
and the previous minutes read. 

2. The President shall have full power to keep order 
and decorum; shall decide questions of order, subject to 
an appeal to the Convention, and appoint or nominate 
committees when ordered by the Convention. 

s. In case of the absence of the President, the first 
Vice President shall perform his duty, and in his absence 
it shall devolve upon the second Vice President. 

4. If two or more members rise to speak at one time, 
the President shall decide who shall be entitled to the floor. 

5. Every member who s,hall be in the House at the 
time the question is put, shall give his vote, unless the 
House, for special reasons, shall excuse him. 

6. No member shall be rerrnitted to leave the House 
without the permission of the President. 

7. No member shall be interrupted while speaking, ex
cept by a call to order by the President; when such 
member may appeal to the House. 

8. "When a motion is stated by the President, it shall 
be deemed to be in possession of the House, but may be 
withdrawn at any time before a decision. 

9. While the President is stating any question, or ad
dressing the House, no member sliall walk out, or cross 
the floor, nor when any member is speaking entertain 
private discourse. 

10. No member shall speak more than twice on the 
same subject without leave of the house. 

11. No motion or proposition on a subject different 
from that under consideration shall be admitted under 
color of amendment. 

12. No motion for reconsideration shall be in order 
unless made by a member whq voted in the majorit1. 

ts. A motion for adjournment shall always be Ill or• 
der after 1 o'clock, P. M. or 6 o'clock, P. M. All of 
which your committee respectfully submit. 

Adopted, June litk, 1832. 

THOMAS L. JENNINGS, 

JAMES PENNINGTON, 
JOHN PECK., 
THoMAB D. Coxanr, 
BENJAMIN PAICRA.L. 
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Th~ committee appointed to report such busines~ as 
might he essential to be acted upon by the Convention, 
'Sionified their readiness to submit the same, which was read. 

00n motion of l\lr. Paschal, seconded by l\lr. Hamilton, 
the report was retumed to the committee for reconsider• 
a ti on. · 

It wns, on motion, agreed that the committee be en· 
larged to seven persons. Robert Cowley a.nd Benjamin 
Paschal were appointed. 

Report of the Committee. 
Uesolverl-That in the opinion of this committee, the 

plan suggested by the ~rst General Conv~ntion, of pur
chasing land or lands m Upper Canada, for the avowed 
object of forming a settlement in that province, for such 
colored persons as may choose to emigrate there, still 
merits and deserves our united support and exertions, 
and further, that the appearances of the times, in this our 
native land, demands an immediate action on that sub· 
ject. Adopted. 

Resolved-That in the opinion of this committee, we 
still solemnly and sincerely protest against any inter· 
ferenc<', on the part of the American Colonization Soci
ety, with the free colnred population in these United 
States, so long as they shall countenance or endeavor to 
use coercive measures, (either dil'ectly or indirectly,) to 
colonize us in any place which is not tl1e object of our 
choice. And we ask of them respectfully, as men and 
as Christians, to cease their unhallowed persecutions of a 
people alr·eady sufficiently oppressed, or it; as they pro
fess to have our welfare and prosperity at heart, to assist 
u~ in the o~jcct of our choicc,--Resoived, that this com· 
m1ttee would recommend to the members of this Con
vention, to discountenance, by all just means in their 
power, any emigration to Liberia or Hayti, believi~ 
the1il. only calculated to distract and divide the whole 
colored family. 

:Moved by Wm. Hamilton, seconded by Thomas D. 
C:oxsin, that the following motion of Mr. T. D. Cox· 
sin, seconded by Robert Cowley, viz:-

Resolved, That the members of this Convention take 
into consi~eration th~ propriety of affecting the purch ae 
of Lands m the Provmce of Upper Canada, as a perma
nent home for the people of color, when they mj.y be 
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compelled to remove from these United States, be laid on 
the table, to be taken up on Wednesday morning~-
Agreed. . 

Moved by Wm. Whipper, seconded b,r Abraham D. 
Shad, that a committee of t'1ree be appointed to invite 
such of our white brethren in the citx of Philadelphia as 
may feel disposed to attend our dehberations, and that 
the;r be at liberty to make such communications, as in 
their opinion, will advance the' objects of the Convention. 
Agreed. The following persons constitute that commit
tee-John Bowers, Wm. Whipper and Peter Gardiner. 

On motion, adjourned to meet in the First African 
Presbyterian Church in Seventh Street. 

Afternoon Session. 
Met agreeably to a/djournment in the First African 

Presbyte1·ian Church./ The President took the chair. · 
The house was orened with prayer by the Rev. Hosea 
Easton. The rol being called and the minutes read, 
the committee to whom was returned the report of 
such business as might be essential to be acted on by this 
Convention, for reconsideration, asked of the house a 
louger time, which was granted. 

Moved by W tlliam Hamilton, seconded b:y Thomas L. 
Jennings, that the President appoint a committee of three 
to examine and correct the minutes after each adjoum
ment.-Agreed. The following persons were appomted • 
.... :wm. Hamilton, Frederick A. Hinton and AbrahamD. 
Shad. 

The Rev. Mr. Gurley, Secretary of the American Co· 
Ionization Society appeared, and by permission of the 
President, conformably to a resolution of the Convention, 
addressed the meeting at considerable length, in his usu· 
al tone of eloquence, with a view, as he said, of remov· 
ing some erroneous impressions in the minds of the peo· 
ple of color, in relation to the Colonization Society. He 
was followed by Mr. Wm. Lloyd Garrison in reply:, who 
in a most eloquent and convincin~ speech, proved that 
the operations of that Society militate against the inter-
est of the people of color in these United States. 

Mr. Vashon, a delegate from Pittsburg, in a speech of 
considerable length, represented the views and feelings 
of~ ~ople generally, in relation to that Society:. 

Mr. Thomas Shipley, who is a strenuous friend to the 
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abolition of Slavery, then addressed the Convention in an 
excellent speech. 

The hour of adjournment having arrived, at half past 
11ix, adjourned to meet ne~t morning at nine o'clock. 
Prayer by the Rev. Charles W. Gardner. 

lVrdnesday Morning, 6th June. 
Met agreeably to adjournment. The President took 

his chair. Prayer bv the Rev. Hosea Easton. 
The Secretary .having c~lled. the roll and read t~e mi

nutes of the prev10us Sessum, 1t wa& moved by Ju mus C. 
Morel, seconded by Thos. {,.Jennings, that any member 
making a motion~ shall, at the re<1uest of the President 
01· any member, commit the same to writing.-Agreed. 

On motion, the 1·esolution of Mr. Coltsin, respecting 
the purchase of lands in the province of Upper Canada, 
as a permanent home for those of our brethren who may 
be compelled to leave these United States, was called up 
for consideration, wh<.>n a most animated discussion took 
place, and brought into requisition the almost entire ta
lent of the Convention; the greate1· part insisting that 
any recommendation of the Convention to emi~rate from. 
the United States, was calculatell .to impress the public 
mind, that we relinquishe<l our claim to this being the 
land of our nativity. The principal speakers on that 
side of the motion, were Messrs. Hamilton, Shad, Jen
ning~, Bell, Vashon, Johnson, of I.ewistown, Pen11ington, 
and Peck. The supporters of the motion, were Messrs. 
Cowley, Morel, Paschal, Coxsin, E!liot, Roberts, Banks, 
and Hint!r. When Mr. A. D. Shad, seconded by Mr. 
~ell, offered, as an amendment, the following resolution, 
v1z:.--

That the members of the Convention take into consi
~eration the propriety of affecting the. purchase of lands 
m Upper Canada, as an Assylum for those of our breth
ren who may be compelled to remove from these United 
States. 
Move~ by Benjamin ~aschal, and seconde~ by Thomas 

D. Coxsm, that a committee of five be appomted to con
sider the amendment offered by Mr. A. D. Shad, and 
that they report to morrow mornin.,.. Messrs. Robert 
Cowley, Wm. Hamilton, Junius C. "Morel, John Peck 
and Wm. Whipper, were appointed. 

On motion, adjourned to S o'clock, P. M, 
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Wedneadav; .Afternoon Seaai.on. 
The President took the chair at three o'clock. Prayer 

by the Rev. William Johason. 
The roll having been called, and the minutes of the 

morning session read, the Q!)mmittee appointed to report 
to the Convention such business as might be essential te> 
be acted upon, and to whom was returned the report for 
reconsideration, signified that they were ready to submit 
the same. 

Moved by Mr. Easton, seconded by Mr. Paschal, that 
the report be read.-Agreed. 

On motion, it was agreed that the same be taken up by 
sections and considered for adoption; but the same wa& 
postponed to give the Rev; Mr. Patterson, an advocate 
of the Colonization Society, an opportunity of expressing 
his sentiments before the Convention. The Reverend 
gentleman evinced a liberality of feeling toward those 
who differ with him as to the most efficient means of im
proving the condition of the people of color, and declar
ed his readin!!SS to assist in any plan that promised their 
elevation. Mr. Patterson was followed by Mr. Garrison 
who exhibited, by a large number of tacts, taken from 
the proceedings of the Colonization Society, that the sen
timents cherished by it in relation to us, as citizens o( 
the United States, are hostile to our interests. Mr. Ju
nius C. Morel followed on the same side, in a Tery elo
quent speech. Mr. Evan Lewis, of tlie city of Phila
delphia, a strenuous advocate of the general emancipation 
of the people of color, addressed the meetini; in a most 
excellent discourse. Some remarks were also made by 
Captain , of a vessel that took out emigrants 
to Liberia. 

Adjourned at 7 o'clock. Prayer by the Rev. C. W • 
Gardner. 

Thursday Morning, "Ith June. 
Convened aecording to adjournment. The. ?resident 

took his seat. Prayer by the lt.ev. Samuel Elhott. 
The Secretary called the roll, and reaq the minutes of 

the previous sessi~n; whei1 a lady most friendly.to the 
attaminent of the ngltts of the people of color;, delivered 
a most feeling address on the miseries attendant on our 
present situation; when it was agreed that a vote. of 
thank!! be tendered the lady, for her frien4ily e:rpres8!on 
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of feelin~ toward us. The President in the name of the 
Convention, presented the same. 

On motion, Resolved, that any communicatioM to the 
Convention, from places represented shall be presented 
by a delegate from that place. 

Moved by Tl.los. L. Jennings, secondt>d by John Peck, 
that the Vice Presidents and Committees, appointed by 
the last Convention, report their proceedings during the 
year, in the order of their appointment, ana present the 
same as soon as convenient-Agreed. 

On motion, adjourned to meet at S o'clock. 

Thursday June 7th, Afternoon SesBion. 
The President took his seat at the time appointed. 

Prayer by the Rev. C. W. Gardner. The roll was call
ed, and the minutes of the Convention of the forenoon 
session read. 

Mr. John B. Vashon presented a letter containing a 
proclamation of Major General Andrew Jackson, to the 
free colored inh;ibitants of Louisiana, in the year 1814, and 
also one by his order, by his Aid-de-Camp, Thos. Butler. 

After reading the same, Mr. Vashon moved, and was 
seconded by T. D. Coxsin, that 5000 copies be pl'inted 
for gratuituous distribution. ·· 

After a very protracted discussion on the propriety of 
entering the proc.lamation upon the minutes, a suspen
sion of a vote on it was granted with a view to enable 
some of the members who were absent on committee bu
siness, to give their votes. 'l'he members having return
ed, Mr. Peck moved, and was seconded by Thomas L. 
Jennings, that the sentiments contained in the proclama
tion of Gen. Jackson, are in accordance with those of 
every philanthropist m these United States, and are en
titled to a prominent place in the minutes of the Conven
tion. This motion provoked considerable debate and was 
eventually. negatived. 

Mr. Vashon's motion for printing SOOO c9pies, was 
again called up, and the lettera~ainread; the debatewas 
renewed as to the propriety of prmting. The hour of ad. 
journmen~ havin~ arnved, the mo~ion was withdrawn. 

On motion, adJourned to meet m this place to-morrow 
morning at nine o'clock. Prayer by the Rev. Charles 
W. Gardner. 
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Pridag Moming, June 8tli, 1832. 

The Convention met agreeably to adjournment. The 
President took his seat and called the house to order. 
Prayer by the Rev. Samuel Johnson. 

Mr. James Pennington presented a list of resolutions 
for the consideration of the Convention, which produced 
very tedious debates, and it was finally deemed mexpedi· 
ent that the same should, at present, engage the delibera• 
tion of this meeting. 

The committee on the subject of the Canada purchase, 
was called on for its report on the same, which was sub
mitted and read. 

The report was signed by William Whipper, William 
Hamilton and John Peck. A counter report was presen· 
ted by a minority of the c1;1mmittee, signed Robert Cow
ley and Junius C. Morel. The reports produced a verr 
long discussion. Adjourned to meet at three o'clock. 

June Stk, AfteNWon Session. 

Met as by adjournment; the house being called to or 
der, was opened with prayer by the Rev. Samuel John· 
son. 

On motion of Benjamin Paschal, se~onded by Thomas 
D. Coxsin-"Resolved that the rule of adjournment be 
postponed for one hour this evening. 

On motion of Thomas D. Coxsin, seconded by Benja· 
min Paschal, the report of the minority of the committee, 
was called for a second reading, which being done, a mo· 
tion that the same be adopted, produced a long debate and 
was finally negatived. 

· Mr. Jolin B. Vashon, having had the proclamation of 
Gen. Jackson and his Aid-de-Camp, printed, presented 
the Convention with two 'hundred copies, for which he 
received its thanks. 

Adjourned at 6 o'clock, to meet at 9 to-morrol" morn• 
ing... .Prayer by the Rev. C. w. Gardner. 

Saturday Morning, June 9th, 1832. 

Met in the First African Presbyterian Church in 7th 
streetJ the house being called to oraer, prayer b7 the ReT. 
C. W Gardner. 

2 
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M\)ved by Thomas L. Jennings, and seconded by Ben· 
jamin Paschal, that two l?er'Sons be added to the commit
tee on the Canada question, and that the reports of the 
majority and minority be referred to the same, and that 
they report with all convenient despatch.-Agreetl. T. 
Co'l'sin and Benj. Paschal were added to the committee. 

Moved by John Peck, and seconded by J. C. Morel, 
that the report .of .Thomas L. Jennings, Vice President 
of the ConveRtion for the State of New York be read.-
A~reed. . / 

l'be report set fo1th that a Society, , auxiliary to the 
Convention, had been established in the city of New 
York on the 13th day of July last, and at the present 
time, contains between one hundred and twenty and 
thirty members; .that in Brooklyn, Long Island, a Soci
ety for the same purpose, had been formed, consisting of' 
from sixty to seventy members; that in Catskill, a Soci
ety was formed; in Albany preparations were making to 
form a like Societr; and that although the Corresponding 
3ecretary, had wntten to the colored inhabitants of New· 
burg and Hudson, no answer had been received from the 
two latter places. 

'fhe Secretary had taken an early opportunity, after 
the adjournment of the previous Convention, to open a 
correspondence with the colored inhabitants of New York; 
and New Jersey, but that no written communication 
from that place had transpired. 

Mr. John Bowers apprised the meeting, that in conse• 
quence of the Trustees wishing to have tlie Church dean
ed for the service 011 the Sabbath, that the Convention 
would not be able to meet in that house in the afternoon; 
whereupon he moved, and was seconded by Mr. Peck, 
that 1.his session continue one hour beyond the ordinary 
time of adjournment, which was agreed to unanimously. 

Moved by Thos. L. Jennings, and seconded by James 
Pennington, that we proceed to the appointment of a 
'Vice President and a Corresponding Secretary in each of 
the States, where the same may be safely done, to hold 
their offices for one year or until others are appointed. 
They shall have power to fill any vacancy that may hap
pen, and make such appointment& in the different parts of 
the etate, as they may deem conducive to our interests. 
The following were appointed. 
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New York-Thomae L. Jennir111s, V. P.-Henrv Slpkins, Cor. Se~. 
Massachttsetts-Jas. G. Barbadoes, V. P.-H. H. Mauday,_ Car. See. 
Rhode Island-Geo. c. Willis, V. P.-Alfred Niger Car. !lee. 
Connecticut·-Scipio C. Augustus, V. P.-Potcr Osbofn, Cor, See. 
Ohio-John Liverpool, Cor. Sec. 
New ,Jersey-Aaron Roberts, V. P. 
Maryland--Rev. Abner Crocker, v •. P.-Rabcrt Cowley, Cor, Sec. 
Delaware·-Rev, Peter Spencer, V. P.-A. D. Shad, Cor. Soc. 

Moved and seconded, that the Vice Presidents and Se
cretaries be requested to employ their best endeavon in 
recommending the formation' of associations to aid the 
objects of the Convention, and, at stated periods, trans
mit to the 'freasurer of the general fund, such sums as 
cit'cumstances may admit. 

The committee on the joint reports, returned and pre· 
sented the same, which was read, and the same was unani
mously adopted, as follo~~s:.:.:.... 

CANADIAN REPORT. 

The Committee, to whom was submitted the following 
resolution for their consideration-viz:.,--

Resolved-That the members of this Convention · taktl 
into consideratien the propriety of elfecting the purchas~ 
of Lands in th~ province of Upper Canada as an Asylum 
for those of our brethren who may be compelled to remove 
from these United States, beg leave, mQst respectfully to 
re110rt--

That, after due consideration' they believe the resolu· 
tion embraces three distinct enquiries for the considera
tion of this Convention, which should be d1dy weighed 
before they can adopt the sentiments contained in the 
above named resolution-Therefore your Committee cun• 
. ceive the res9lution premature, and now proceed to state 
the enquiries eeparately-

First-Is it proper for the Free People of Color in 
this Country, under existing circumstances, to remove 
to any distant territory beyond these United Statesr 

Secondly-Does Upper Canada possess superior ad. 
vantages and conveniences to those held out ia these 
United States or elsewherer 

Thirdly-ls there any certainty that the people of co
lor will be cQmpelled by· oppressive legislative en•ct· 
ments to abandon the land of their birth ftr • ~ bl 
a distant region? 
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Your committee before examining thos'e inquiries, 
would most respectfully take a. retrospective view of the 
object for which the Convention was first associated, and 
the causes which have actuated their deliberations. 

The expulsory laws of Ohio, in 1829, which drove our 
people to seek a new home in Upper Canada, and their 
~mpoverished situation afterwards, excited a i;eneral 
burst of sympathy for their situation, by the wise arid 
good, over tlie whole country. This awakened public 
feeling on their behalf, and numerous meetings were 
called to raise funds to alleviate their present miseries. 
The bright prospects that then appeared to dawn on the 
new settlement, awakened our people to the precarious
ness of their situations, and, in order more fully to be 
prepared for future exigencies, and to extend the system 
of benevolence still further to those who should remove 
to Upper Canada, a Circular was issued by five individu
als, viz:-the Rev. Richard Allen, Cyrus Black, Junius 
C. Morel, Benjamin Pascal, and James E. Cornish, in 
behalf of the citizens of Philadelphia, calling a Conven-. 
tion of the colored delegates from the several States, to 
meet on the 20th day of September, 1830, to devise plans 
and means for the establishment of a colony in Upper 
Canada, under the patronage of the general Convention, 
then called. ' 

That Convention met, pursuant to public notice, and 
recommended the formatfon of a parent Society, to be 
established, with auxiliaries, in the O.itrerent towns where 
they had been represented in general Convention, for the 
purpose of raising monies to defray the object of pur· 
chasing a Colony in the province of Upper Canada, for 
those who should hereafter wish to emigrate thither, and 
that it;nmediately after its organization, a Corresponding 
Agent should be appointed to reside a.t or near the intend· 
ed purchase. 

Our then limited knowledge of the manners, customs, 
and privilege&, and rights of aliens in Upper Canada, to~ 
gether with the climate, soil and productions thereof, ren· 
aered it necessary to send out Agents to examine the 
same, who returned with a favorable report, except that 
citizens of these Unitetl States could not purchase lands 
in Upper Canada, and legally transfer the same to other 
individual1. · 
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'l.'he ConveritioJJ. resolved to reassemble on the first 
Monday in June, 18Sl, during which time the order of 
the Convention had been carried into operation, re1atil'e 
to establishing Societies for the promotion of said objec.t; 
;and the sum and total of their proceedings were, that the 
Convention recommended to the color.ed people generall,r, 
when persecuted as \yere our brethren in Ohio, to seek 
an Asylum in Upper Canada. During which time, infor· 
mation having been received that a part of the white in· 
habitants of said province had, throu,gh prejudice and the 
fear of bein.,. overburthened with an ejected populatioa, 
petitioned tfie provincial parliament to prohibit the gene· 
•·al influx of colored population from entering their lim· 
its, which threw some consternation on the prospect. 
The Convention did not wholly abandon the subject, but 
turned its attention m~ore to the elevation of ()Ur people 
in this, our native home. 

The recent ocpurrences at the South, have swelled the 
tide of prejudice until it has almost revolutionized public 
sentiment, which has given birth to severe legislative en· 
actments in some of the States, and almost ruined our 
interests and prospects in others, in which, in the opinion 
of your Committee, our situation is more precari_ous than 
it has been at an1 other period since the Declaration of 
lndependance. 

The events of the past year }lave been more fruitful in 
persecution, and have presented more inducements than 
at any other period of the history of our country, for the 
men of color to fly from the graves of their fathers, and 
seek new homes, in a land where the roaring billows of 
pr~judice are less injurious to their rights and privileges. 

Your Committee would now approach the present Con· 
vention and examine the resolution under consideration, 
beginning with the first interrogatory, viz: ls it proper for 
the Free people of color, in tllis country, under existing 
circumstaooes, to remov~ to any distant territory~yond 
the United States? 

If we admit the first interrogatory to be true, a it is 
the exaet spirit of the margin of this resol1J.tion, JiOW 
under consideration, it iaaltogelberunnece"~ry for u11 to 
make further preparation for .either pur moral, intell~tual 
or political advancement in thisourown, our o•tivt' 1-nd. 

2• 
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Your committee also believe that if this Convention 
shall adopt a resolution that will, as soon as means can 
be obtained, remove our colored population to the pro
vince of Upper Canada, the best and brightest prospect 
of the philanthropists who are laboring for our ele".ation 
in this country will be thwarted, and that they will be 
brought to the conclusion that the great object which 
actuated their labors would now be removed, and that 
they might now rest from their labors, and have the pain
ful foelin"' of transmitting to foture generations, that an 
oppressed peo,)le, in the land of their birth, supported by 
the genuine p iilanthropists of the age, amidst friends, 
companions, and their natural attachnients, a genial clime, 
a fruitfol soil---amidst the ravs of as proud institutions 
as ever ~raced the most favored spot that has ever receiv
ed the glorious rays of a meridian sun-have abandoned 
their homes on account of their persecutions, for a home 
alrtiost similarly precarious, for an abiding place among 
strangers! 

Your committee further believe that any express plan 
to colonize our people be,vond the limits of these United 
States, tem]s to weaken the situation of those who are 
left behind, without any peculiar advantage to those who 
emigrate. But it must be admitted, that the rigid op
pression abroad in the land is such, that a part of our 
suftering brethren cannot live under it, and that the 
compulsory laws and the inducements held out by the 
Amer'ican Colonization Society are such as will cause 
them to alienate all their natural attachments to their 
homes, and accept of the only mode left open, which is 
to remove to a distant country to receive those rights and 
privileges of which they have been deprived. And as 
this Convention is associated for the purpose of recom
mending to our people the best mode of alleviating their 
present miseries, 

Therefore, your committee would, most respectfolly, 
recommend to the general Convention, now assembled, 
to exercise the most vigorous means to collect monies 
through their auxiliaries, or otherwise, to be applied in 
such manner, as will advance the interests, and contribute 
to the wants of the free colored population of this country 
generally. 

Your committee would now most respectfully approach 



19 

the second inquiry, viz:.-Does Upper Canada possess 
superior advantages and conveniences to those held out 
in the United States or elsewhereP 

Your committee, without summing up the advantages 
and disadvantages of other situations, would, most re· 
spectfolly answer in the affirmative. At least they are 
willing to assert that the advantage is much in favor of 
those who are obliged to leave their present homes. For 
your more particula1· information on that subject we 
would, most 1.·cspectfully, refer you to the interesting 
account given by our real and indefatigable friend, Ben
jamin Lundy, in a late number of the "Genius of Uni
versal Emancipation." Viele Genius of Universal Eman· 
cipation, No. 10, Vol. 12. 

From the history there. laid down, your committee 
would, most respectfuHy, i·equest the Convention to aid, 
so far as in their power lies, those who are obliged to 
seek an asylum in the province of Upper Canada; and, 
in order that they may more effectually carry their views 
into operation, they would respectfully request them to 
appoint an Agent in Upper Canada, to receive such 
funds as may be there transmitted for their use. 

Your committee have now arrived at the third and last 
inquiry, viz:-Is there any certainty that we, as a peo
ple, will be compelled to leave this our native land, for 
a home in a distant regionP To this inqniry your com· 
mittee are unable to answer; it belongs to the fruitful 
events of time to determine. The mistaken policy of 
some of the friends of. our improvement, that the same 
could be effected on the shor·e of Africa, has raised the 
tide of out· calamity until it has overflowed the vallies of 

. peace and tranquillity-the dark clouds of prejudice have 
rained persecution-the oppressor and the oppressed have 
suffered together-and we have yet been protected by 
that Almighty arm, who holds in his hands the destinies 
of nations, and whose presence is a royal safeguard, 
should we place the utmost reliance 011 his wisdom and 

powyer. • · h'l h • · t th bl b' t our committee, w i e t ey reJOtce a e no 6 o ~ec 
for which the Convention was first associated, have been 
unable to come to any conclusive evidence that lands can 
be purchased by this Convention and legaH transferred 
to individuals, residents of said colony, so long as the 
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present laws exist. But, while they de~m it inexpedient 
for the Convention to purchase lands In Upper Canada 
for the purpose of erecting a colony thereon, do again, 
most respectfully, hope that they will exercise the same 
laudable exertions to collect funds for the comfort and 
l1appiness of our people ,there situated, and those who 
may hereafter emigrate, and pursue the same judicious 
measures in the appropriation of said funds, as they 
would in procuring a tract of land, as expressed by the 
1·esolution. 

Your committee, after examining the various circum· 
stances connected with our situation as a people, have 
come, unanimously, to the conclusion to recommend to 
this Con'Vention to adopt the following resolution, as the 
best mode of alleviating the miseries of our oppreased 
brethren. 

Reaoltied-That this Convention recommend the es
tablishment of a Society, or Agent, in Upper Canada, 
for the purpose of purchasing lands and contributing to 
the wants of our people generally, who may be, by op· 
pressive legislative enactments, obliged to flee from these 
United States and take up residence within her borders. 
And that this Convention will employ its Auxiliary So· 
cieties, and such other means as may lie in its power, for 
the purpo$e of raising monie'4, and remit the same for 
the purpose of aiding the proposed object. 

Signed-

ROBERT COWLEY, } JOHN PECK, 
WM. HAMILTON, 
WM. WHIPPER: CoMMITT&So 
BENJ. PASCHAi., 
THOS. D. COX.SIN, 
J.C. MOREL, 

Moved by William Hamilton, seconded by Robt. Cow· 
1ey, that William Whipper, and Thomas L. Jennings, be 
appointed to transcribe the report, and hand the .same to 
the Clerk, to be entered on the minutes. r 

At half past two o'clock, Mr. P. A. Bell moved, and 
WAS seconded by Mr. Peck, that we adjourn to tneet ~n 
the same place 4>n Monday morning at 9 o'clock ; the 
Mme pr.eva.iled. 
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Monday Morning, June 11th 1832. 

The Convention, as per aojournment, met at 9 o'clock 
in the First Presbyterian Church. The house was called 
to order by the President, and prayer performed by the 
Rev. C. W. Gardner. 

Moved and seconded that the committee appointed to 
revise the minutes, proceed immediately to the fulfilment 
of their appointment, and repol'i the same as soon as pos· 
sible.-Ca1·l"ied. 

On motion, Resolved, that Ii committee of three be ap· 
pointed fer attending to the publication of the minutes of 
this Convention, as soon as they are returned by the corw 
recting committee. Messrs. J. B. Vashon, Benj. Pas· 
chal and John Peck, were appointed. . 

Moved by .Wm. Hamilton, and seconded by Thomas 
L. Jennings, that the next annual Convention of the free 
people of color, be held in the city of New York. The 
same after some debate was lost. When, on motion of 
Mr. Morel, seconded by Mr. Cowley, it was agreed that 
the same should be held in the city of Philadelphia, on 
the first Monday in June next. 

Moved by J. C. Morel, seconded by B. Paschal, that 
a committee of conference, cl)nsisting of seven,. be added 
to the conventional board, to assist in the transaction of 
its business during the year. 

The followin"' persons were appointed a committee to 
nominate suita~e candidates for the offices, viz :-John 
Bowers, Frederick A. Hinton, Benjamin Paschal, J. C. 
Morel and Robert Cowley, who returned the under writ• 
ten persons, who were duly elected. 

Robert Brown, President, 
Benjamin Paschal, Vice President. 
Charles H. Leveck, Recording Secretarr. 
J. C. Morel, Corresponding Secretary. 
Frederick A. Hinton, Treasurer. 

Committee.-Thomas Butler, J, C. Mathews, John 
Bowers, Jr. George Johnson, James Bird, Wm. C. West, 
Stephen H. Gloucester. 

Mr. Pennington presented a summary of resolutions 
_ for the consideration of the Convention, which the advan. 
c:ed stage of its session prevented it• acting upon, bllt 
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whic\1 was thought a proper subject for the ensuing Con· 
vention. Adjourned to meet at three o'clock. 

Monday Afternoon, June lltli, 1832. 
According to adjournment met. By request of the 

President, the Rev. Simeon S. Jocelvn, of New Halen, 
delivered a very impressive prayer. 1\lr. ',['. L. Jennings, 
by desire, called the roll and read the minutes of the 
morning session. 

The Rev • .Mr. Harris011, of the Island of Antigua, was 
at his desire, permitted to addre~s t.he Convention. . ~is 
discourse was an elegant descrtphon of the great im
provement in the religious, literary and civil condition of 
the people of color in several of the West India Jslands, 
within a fewJears, and of the l'rospects of their general 
extension an increase. 

Moved by Wm. Whipper, seconded by F. A. Hinton, 
that the sincere thanks of this Convention be returned to 
the Rev. Mr. Harrison, for his amiable and eloquent ad
dress, di&closing the situation of our colored brethren in 
the West Indies; and that we, the representatives of the 
free col?red people of this country, do, in their behalf, re• 
quest him to bear unto them our sympathy and prayers 
for their success, assuring them that we, as childre~ of 
the same persecuted family, do possess those kindred feel
ings which should vibrate in the heart of the christian 
and philanthropist, and that we cheerfully rejoice at iheir 
prosperity, and mourn over their advers.ities. 

The Rev. 8. S. Jocelyn, of New Haven, then gave an 
~laborate history of the number of colored schools, the 
number of scholars, and a general description of the state 
of improvement among them. He 1·ead compositions of 
two young men in New York, remarkable for their chaste
ness of conception and expression. He spoke ferventl,rand 
affoctiooately on the advantages to be derived by us, from 
learning, temperance, industry and frugality, and seri
ously admonished us, to recommend to our brethren, by 
precept and example, to the extent in our power, their ad
vancement in the above virtues, and to particularly in
culcate the early education of our children. He also ad. 
~erted to the various proceedings in relation to the con• 
U'!lplated college, but recommended perseverance• 

Mr. Jocelyn receifed the thanks of the house, on mo. 
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tion of Mr. Coxsin, seconded by Mr. Paschal, fot hJ!J 
praiseworth,r and unremitted exertions to promote the 
character ot the colored people. 

The committee appointed to examine whether any, or 
what alterations are, or may be necessary, in the arrange· 
men ts· of the last year, for the erection of a college, 
made the following statement. 

'Ve, the committee, to whom was referred so much of 
the ttmth section of the report of the Convention of last 
year, ~s relates to the establishment of a college, most 
respectfully report-That we have duly reflected on the 
importance of establishing such an institutiou for the ed11· 
cation of color·ed y~uth, and on the necessity of persever
ing in our endeavors to effect its erection, and tfo tt!corn· 
mend the plan, prescrjbed by the Convention of last year~ 
to continue the Rev~ Samuel E. Cornish, general agent 
to solicit subscriptions, as the most efficient means of 
producing the object desired. It is forther suggested, 
that in the event of his refusing to serve, or a vacancy 
happening, power shall be vested in the executive com. 
mittee at New York, by and with advice and consent of 
the conventional board; but that all advice or instructions 
to the Agent, shall emanate from the committee, whose 
duty it shall be to provide for the payment of the Agent. 

Your committee would also inform the Convention, that 
in consequence of some hostility manifested by some of 
the inhabitants of New Haven, against the location of the 
establishment in that place, it became prudent to alter 
the address, so as to read "New Haven or elsewhere." 
We would present to this Convention, the propriety of in
vesting the executive committee with power to appoint 
additional committees when they judge them useful. 
Your committee in conclusion, would state that no report 
having been received from the General A~ent by the exe
cutive. committee, nor by the conventional boaro, it ia 11ot 
in their power to enter into further detail. 

Signed, JoHN PEcK, t 
PAUL DRAYTON, 

WM. HAMILTON, mittee. 
PHILIP A. Bv.u., 
FRl!:D'K. A. HI.NTON, 

· Mr. Philip A. Bell, a member of the executive commit• 
tee at New York, presented the following, viz: 
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The committee appointed at the last meeting of the 
Convention, to attend to the raising of funds fo1· the es
tablishment of a Manual Labor College for the instruction 
of coloured youth, beg leave to report,-That soon after 
their appointment, they met, and instructed the Rev. Sa
muel E. Cornish; the agent arpointed by the Convention, 
to proceed to the soliciting o subscriptions, to commence 
with the city and vicinity of Philadelphia. 

That at his setting out, Mr. Cornish met with great 
encouragement from the liberal subscriptions of those on 
whom he called, but that speedily such an opposition was 
raised by the white citizens of New Haven, the place 
contemplated by the Convention to •locate the College, 
that they were convinced that it would be more suitable 
to suspend the operations of the Agent, until a pamphlet, 
written on the subject, by the Rev. S. S. Jocelyn should 
be extensively circulated; after which a renewed attempt 
was made to obtain subse1iptions, but with so little suc
cess that they determined not to prosecute the work any 
further until the present meeting of the Convention. 

They now submit the subject to your consideration, be· 
lieving it to be of too great importanse to be abandoned 
without further efforts being made to effect it, and such an 
Agent or Agents as are not only well qualified for th~ 
soliciting of subscriptions, but as would :.levote their 
whole attention to it during the ensumg year. We 
strongly e11tertain the opinion that the plan may be ac• 
complished. All of which is respectfully submitted. 

Signed, PETER W ILLIAMs, 

THOMAS DOWNING, 

PETER V OGLESANG, 

BosToN CauMMEL, and 
PHILIP A. BELL. 

New York, June lat, 1832. 
On motion, .Resolved, That Arthur Tappan, Esq. at 

New York, be appointed to receive, as Treasurer, all mo· 
nies that may be collected for the purpose of establishing 
the proposed instituticm at New Haven or elsewhere, he 
satisfying the Executive Committee at New York. 

On motion of Wm. Whipper, and seconded by T. J,. 
Jennings,-Resolved, 'That the contemplated College, 
proposed by the .last Convention to be established at New 
Haven, be established elsewhere,; and that the rules and 
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t>egulations then adopted, is hereby ackr wledged and 
confirmed by this Convention. 

And on motion, it was resolved, That there be provi· 
sional committees appointed, whose duty it shall be to aid 
and assist the Agent or Agents, that maybe appointed in 
the discharge of their duties. And that the provisional 
committee at New York shall be the executive committee 
r ntil the Trustees are appointed. 

Here follow the several provisional committees, viz: 
STATE OF NEw YonK.-New York-Rev. Peter 'Vil

liams, Boston Crommel, Philip A. Bell, Thomas Down
ing, Peter Voglesang. Albany-Benjamin Latimore, 
Charles Morton, CaRtain Francis March. Brooklyn
Jacob Deyes, Henry 'I hompson, Willis Jones. Newtown 
-Thomas Johnson, John Potter. 

PENNSYLVANIA.--".P/iiladepliia-Joseph Cassey, Robert 
Douglass, sen. James Forten, Frederick A. Hinton, Ro
bert Purvis. Pittsburg-John B. Vashon, Geo. Gardi
ner, Abraham Lewis, Lewis Woodson. Lancaster:.... 
Charles Butler, Benj. Simmons. Carli.,fe-John Peck, 
Roland G. Robinson. Cliambersburg-Dennis Berry. 

MAssACHUSETTs-Boston-Rev. Hose& Easton, Ro
bert Roberts, James G. Barbadoes, Rev. Samuel Snow· 
den. New Bec!ford-Charles K. Kook, Morris Ander~ 
son, Richard C. Johnson. 

CoNNECTICUT.-Hariford.:..H. Foster, Mason Free· 
man, Wm. C. Munroe. New Haven-Biars Stanley, 
John Creed, Alexander C. Lucas. Middletown-J. C. 
Bemen, Geo. Penny, Joseph Gilbert, 

NEw JEnsEv-Trenton-Aaron Roberts, Robert Hen· 
son. New Brunswick:.-James C. Cowes, --- Rees· 
ner, John Barclay. Newark-Peter Petit, Charles An· 
derson, Adam Ray. Gloucester eo.-Thomas Banks, 
IJ,'homas D. Coxsin, John Kelly. 

MARYLAND.-Baltimore-Thomas Green, James P. 
Walker, Samuel G. Mathews, Isaac Whipper, Samuel 
Hiner. 

DELAWAR&-W'tlmington-Rev. Peter Spencer, la· 
cob Morgan, Wm. S. Thomas •. 

. D1sTa1cT oJ' CoLuMBtA,-Washington CUy.-Wm. 
{ackao11, Arthur Waring, Isaac Carey. 

3 
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Agreeably to previous notice a collection was taken up 

for defrayin!lj the expenses of the Convention, which from 
its long coniu1uance were considerable. An invitation 
was received from Mr. Kennedy, Principal of the Adelphia 
School, to attend an exhibition of his pupils to-morrow 
morning at 8 o'clock, which was accepted, and resulted 
in extreme gratification to those who visited it. 

Adjourned to meet at 9 o'clock to-morrow. 

Tuesday morningtJune 12th, 9 o'clock. 
Met in the first African Presbyterian Church. The 

house was called to order and prayer performed by the 
Rev. Samuel Johnson. 

On motion of Mr. Hinton, Resolved-That a commit· 
tee of three be. appointed by the President, to wait on the 
Rev. Samuel E. Cornish, and l'equest him to furnish the 
Convention with such information,, in regard to the pro· 
gress of the business of the College, as he may possess. 
Messrs. Samuel Johnson, P. Drayton, and T. D, Coxsin 
were appointed. Mr. Wm. Lloyd Garrison having, on 
Tuesday last, presented a congratulatory letter to the 
Convention,' from the New England Anti-Slavery Society, 
on the probability, from present prospects, of our condi
tion being improved by the joint efforts of our friends an~ 
oursel-res; and recommending our continued· exertions to 
improve our children at the tenderest age in habits of 
morality and industry, 

On motion, Resolved-That this Convention hi$hly 
appreciate the sentiments and measures of the Society, 
and that we request Mr. William L. Garrison to tender 
to the members thereof, assurances of ou.r distinguished 
regard. 

MoV'ed and seconded that the following persons, viz: 
Henrl Sipkins, James Pel).nington, and F. A Hinton, 
constitute a committee to draw up an Address to the 
citizens of the United States, exhibiting the oppressed 
C?~dition of the colored people, and requesting t?eir p~ 
pit1ousness towards us, and the same to be published in 
the most extensively circola.ted daily papers. Agreed. 

Resolved-That Mr. Austin Stewart, of Wilberforce 
Settlement, Upper Canada, be requested to act as Cor-
reaponding Agent for the ditreretit Societies that now are, 
or may be eatablished, for the assistance of those emi• 



9.:( 

grating to that place, and to fµrpish the Conventional 
Board; through the~r Corre~ponding Secretary, such infor· 
mation n!I may be clccmed ncccs11ary. · 

MQved by Mr. Pennington, seconded by Mr. Easton, 
that this Convention recommend to the Auxiliary Soci~ 
eties to obtain all the inf<l'rmation possible, relative to 
th_e state and number pf schools in their respective see
tionsJ the branches o,f education taught in each, with the 
nµmber of scholars, and make returns of the same through 
tfieir delegates, to the next Convention. 

Adjourned to mee~ at S ~'clock. 

Afternoon Session. 
The Convention, pursuant to adjournment, met.

Prayer by th~ Rev. Hosea ~aston. The report of the 
persons who were to ciµt on the General Agent was asked 
for, when the following was pre&ente~l. 

The committee appoi,nted to call on the Rev. Samuel 
E. Co,rnish, most respectfull7 report, that they have, i~ 
conformity to their instruct101J,. made known to him th& 
desire of the Conventi.9n, and that he will be in attend· 
ance this afternoon. 

· Moved by William Whipper, seconde~ by Mr. Pen• 
nington, .that the following resolution'on the minu~es of 
the Iasi Con.v.ention be adopt~~ by t!1is, viz:-

That the Conventiim recommend to the people ef color 
throug~out the United States,, the discontinuapce of pub
lic processions on !\DY day. We considering them as 
highly prejudicial to O)lr interests as a :people. Agreed. 

It was mo..-ed that the documents or mterrogatories of 
l\fr. Grice, a representative of the Legal Right Society of 
Baltimore be reconsidered. After considerable debate 
on the s\lbject, it was resolved that we tender to Mr~ 
Hezekiah Grice, our 11incere thanks for the valu!\ble in
formation contained th~rein, but that we respectfully de. 
cline any interference, as a body; b1J;t we &ineerely liope 
that the Society will persevere. in its laudable undertak· 
ing, and that as individ.uals we will give it our best 
suppor~ . 

On motion, Resolved--'fhat the consideration of the 
Bill for tha establishment .!)f a High School cm the Munual 
~bor Sys~rn, to be locate~ _in the State. of Pemi~Jya. 

· 011~, be referred to thi, P~1oual 90111m1tteo a.t fbila-
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delphia, and that they are hereby requested to collectafl' 
necessary information relative thereto and report the
same to the next annual Convention. 

The Convention and auditors were feelingly impressed 
by a farewell addre@s delivered by their indefatigable 
friend William Lloyd Garrison, of which a: copy was re
quested f~ publication. 

The Rev. Samuel E. Cornish, General .Agent for ob
tainin"' subscriptions for the contemplated College at 
New f-Iaven, ap.peared, and stated that through unavoid
able causes, he was not prepared to produce a written re· 
port. He therefore made a verbal statement of the affairs 
connected with his agency, and presented his subscrip
tion book, which upon examination was found tg contain 
subscriptions to the amount of between two and three 
thousand dollars. The book was returned. · 

Moved and Seconded, that the conventional board be
required to submit an Annual Message or Report con
taining an account of their proceedings, the infor'1!atioll' 
received from the dilferent parts of the States in regard 
to the movements of the Colonization Society, the in· 
crease of Anti-Slavery Societies, and such general intel
ligence as may be thought serviceable, at the opening of 
each succ:eeeding Convention. Agreed. Prayer by the 
Rev. Chs. W. Gardner. 

Adjourned to meet at 9 o'clock to mottow morning. 

Wednesday Morning, June 15th 1852. 
Met according to adjournment, Mr. Vashon (V. P.) irr 

the chair. The meeting being called to order, the Rev. 
Samuel Johnson performed prayer. The President in
formed the house that business might proceed; whereupon 
Mr. Jennings-moved, and was seconded by Mr. Whipper, 
that we recommend, as far as practicable, the use of free 
productions in preference to other production&. Agreed. 

Moved by Wm. Whipper, seconded by Thomas L. Jen· 
nings, that this Convention recommend to our people 
generally, the formation of Societies for the promotion of 
Temperance, on the plan of total abstinence from the use 
of ardent spirits. Aitreed. 

On motion of John 1>eck, seconded by: Benjamin Pas· 
chal, Resolved that this Convention highly recommend to 
the free people of color of these United States, where i" 



may be practicable, to call meetings and have appropriate 
discourses delh•ered on the Saboath most convenient, 
near the Fourth of July, and take up collection1 to assist 
the objects contemplated by this Convention. Prayer by 
the Rev. Charles W. Gardner. 

Adjourned to meet at 3 o'clock. 

Wcdrn:aday Afternoon Seaaion. 
Met conformably to adjournment in t.he First African 

Pl'esbyterian Church in Seventh street. 'fhe President 
called the house to order. Prayer by the Rev. Hosea 
Easton. 

On motion, the committee appointed to draw up a Con· 
ventional address to the free people of color, presented 
the same, which was read· and adopted. (The same will 
appear at the end of ihese minutes.) 

A communication·in behalf of the free people of color 
of Lewistown, Mifflin county, Pa. signed Thomas Wil· 
Iiams, and J. G. Smith, was read and referred to the Con· 
ventional Board. 

Moved by Thornas D. Coxsin, seconded by Paul Dray· 
ton, that this Convention take into consideration the pro
priety of adopting such measures as in their opinion may 
be most expedient for bettering the condition of mechanic$ 
of color, by our general encouragement to them. Referred. 

Moved by Thomas L. Jennings, seconded by Paul 
Drayton, that the Corresponding Secretary of the Con. 
ventional Board, as soon as possible, shall give notice to 
all the absent oflicer1 and committees in the different 
States, of their respective apeointments, in a printed cir· 
cular, to be provided by the Board for that purpose.
Agreed. 

"Several otber motions were made and debated, !ln<l 
finally laid over until the next Convention. . 

At 7 o'clock moved and seconded that this Conven~on 
rise, and that the next Annual Convention meet in the 
City- of Philadelphia, on the first Monday in June, 18SS. 

Mr. John Bowers having been appointed to receive and 
retain some of the monies belonging to the Conventio~, 
on motion the Presideµt drew a Clraft on hi~ to p111 O\'er 
to the treas"r.er, .all JOPnies in his hand11, over iand abo1e 

. th11 e:ipen• at pre1ent dae by the Conventioll, wbiclt 
expense& be wu authorized to par. 

3• 



so 
Mr. J. C. Morel introduced Major Barb9ur of Liberia .. 

to the Conv.ention. 
Mr. Dennison, an a<)vocate of the rights of the people 

of color, ~ame in the moment after the adjournment, and 
\'l'RS very attentively listened to by a considerable number 
wl10 ha<l remained, i.n sonie most excellent remark.s. 

---<)t)-

RULES AND REGULATIONS 

TO BE OBSEERVED BY 

Tbc Conventional .Doa1•d of Office1·s .. 
1 The funcls shall be under the immediate control of the offi

t:e1·s of the Convention during their contiuuance in offiae, subject 
to the following restrictions, viz:-

2 They shall pay a~l monies appropriated by the Convention, 
and fol' that purpose they arc hereby invested with authority to 
drnw 011 the Treasurer for the same. 

') 'I hey shall pay all the ordinary expense.~ ?f the Convention 
th~t may be necessary and proper, and shall \V1th proper vouch
cr • account to the Annual Convention for the same at each ses
sio:' 

I, The President s11all preside at each meeting of the board of 
officers \\bich shall form a council for the transaction of the busi· 
ne,s of the Convention during its recess. 

5 During the absence or inability of the President to preside, 
the "f'ice Pl'esidcnt shall be competent to !lischarg·e all of his du· 
h in the Council. 
· (, The Hccording Secretary shall keep accurate minutes of 
the meetings of the officers at any time or times, which minutes, 
"itl1 all other useful matter that shall come under his observa
tioJ1, Bl.all be lai<l before the Annual Conventions from time to 
timC' 

7 Tk Treasurer shall receive all 17lonies that may be sent by 
tloc <li!Tcrcnt Societies, (which now are or hereafter may 
be· subject to the order of the Convention,) for which the Presi
llent sliall take his receipt. He shall pay all monies as the 
Council m11y draw on him for the order, being signed by 'he 
l'rcsiclcnt and Sectrcary. • 

8 'l'be Corresponding Secretary shall notify the Vice Presi· 
dents and Secretaries of their appointments, together with the 
gencl'al views of the Convention in relation to the Canadian Set· 
tletnent. 

9 lie shall, also, hold the most extensive and faithful c~ 
'(lon~cnce with the Committees and Agents appointed to advance 
the interests of the proposed College, holding his correspondence 
subject to the inspection of the Presideatand Vice President only. 
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10. No moriies shall be drawn from the funds but by consent 
of a majot"ity of the Council. 

11. The Convention recommends the Parent Society at Pbila, 
delphia, and all others engaged in the Canadian Purchase, to al
ter their Constitutions and by-·laws, so as to become auxiliary to 
the Convention, to the Treasurer of which they shall remit their 
funds at stated times. 

12. It was resolved, That the Editors of the "Liberator,'' and 
"Genius of Univers:\l F.mancipation,'' are onr tried friends, and 
fearless advocates of our rights and promoters of our best inte· 
rests, and are entitled to a prominent place in our alrections. 

13. That the principles emanating from said presses, ought to 
be proclaimed throughout the world, and read by every friend of 
the rights of man-and that we pledge ourselves to use all our 
influence in promoting the support and circulation of such peri-
odicals. , . 

On motion of Wm. Whip.per, seconded by F. A. Hinton, Re·· 
solved-That this Convention recognize in tire representative of 
the Anti-Slavery Society, Wm. Lloyd Garrison, the bold and 
uncompromising advocate of the rights of man, as an editor and 
ad\·ocate of the free colored population, an able and fearless 
declaimer agninst oppression, as a man, a true and faithful friend,. 
possessing honesty, virtue, and piety. For his exertions rendered 
to us as a people-therefore we do our·selvea, and in behalf of 
those we represent; present him our sincere thanks, \~ishing 

that success and prosperity may attend him through life. 
14. On motion, it was Resohed, that each Society in the 

Unied States, (organized by the recommendation of this Con
vention) be authorized to send delegates, not exceeding jive in. 
number, to represent them in the General Convention to be 
held as aforesaid; and that in places where it is not practicable 
at present to form Societies, the people shall have the same 
privilege, provided they contribute to the furtherance of the 
objcets of the Convention. 

On motion, it was unanimously resolved, That t6is Convention 
feels grateful for the kind services rendered by the American 
Society for the Abolition of' Slavery in the United States; .. also~ 
the New England Anti-Slavery Society, to the Anti-Slavery So· 
cieties of Great Britain, and to the friends of the Rights of Man. 
'Wherever dispersed. Adjourned, sine die. 

HENRY SIPKINS, PrMidtnl. 
Phi!ip .11.. Bell, {Secretaries. 
Juniua C. Morel, 5 

Philadelphia, June 13th 1832. 



CONVENTIONAL ADDRESS 
To the Free Colored inhabitants of these United States. 

F&LLow C1T1ZENs:-

'We have again been permitted to associate 
in our representative character, from the different section& 
of th.is Union, to pour into one ~ommon s"tream, the afflic
tions, the prayers, and sympathies of our oppressed peo
ple; the axis of time has brought around this glorious, an
nual event. And we are again brought to rejoice that 
the wisdom of Divine Providence has protected us during 
a year, whose autu1nnal harvest, bas been a reign ofter
ror and persecution, and whose winter has almost frozen 
the streams of humanity, by its frigid le ... islation. It is 
under the influence of times and feelings 1ike these, that 
we now address you. Of a people situated as we are, lit· 
tle can be said, except that it becomes our duty, shictly 
to watch those causes that operate against our interests 
and privileges; and to guard against whatever measures 
tl1at will either lower us in the ecale of being, or perpetu• 
ate our degredation in the eyes of the civilized world. , 

The effects of Slavery on the bond, and Colonization 
on the free. Of the first we shall say but little, but will 
h~re repeat the language of a high minded Virginian in 
the Legislature of that state, on the recent discussion of 
the slave question before that honorable body, who de
clared, that man could not hold property in man and that 
the master held no right to the slave, either by a law of 
nature or a patentee from God, but by the will of society; 
which we declare to be an unj\lst usurpation of the rights 
and privileges of men. 

But how beautiful must the prospect be to the philan
thropist, to view us, the children of persecution, grown to 
manhood, associating in our delegated character, to de
vise plans and means for our moral elevation, and attract
ing the attention of the :wise and good, over the whole 
country, who are anxiously watching O\lrdeliberatlons. 

We ha"M here to inform you, that we have patientl7 
lietened to the able nd eloq\lent Jrgumenta produced b7 
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the Rev. R. R. Gurley, Secretary of the American C'ola-' 
nization Society, in behalf of the doings of said Society~ 
and Wm. Lloya Garrison, Esc1. in opposition to its action. 

A more favorable opportunity to arrive at truth seldom 
bas been witnessed, but while we admire the distinguish· 
ed piety and christian feelin$s, with which he so solemnly
pourtrayed the doctrines ol that institution; we do now 
assert, that the result of the same, has tended more dee)>:' 
ly to rivet our solid conviction, that the doctrines ohatd' 
Society, are at enmity with the principles and precepts 
of religion, humanity and justice, and should be regarded 
by every man of color in these United State11, as an evil 
for magnitude, unexcelled, and whose doctrines aim at 
the entire extinction of the free colored population and the 
riviting of Slavery. . 

We mi~t here rep/eat our protest against that in.stitu
tion, but it is unnecessary, yout" views and sentiments 
have long since gone to the world:, the win~ of the wind' 
have borne your disapprobation to that institution. Tim~ 
itself cannot erase It. You have dated your opposition 
from its beginning, and your views are strengthened by 
time and circumstances, and they hold the uppermost 
seat in your affections. We have not been unmind-. 
ful of the compulsory laws which caused our brethren in 
Ohio, to seek new.homes in a distant land, there to sliare 
and suffer all the inconveniencies of exiles in an unculti· 
vated region, which has led us to admire the benevolent 
feelings of a rival government in its liberal protection to 
stran~ers, which has induced us to recommend to you, to. 
exercise your best endeavors, to collect monies to secure 
the purchase of lands in the Canadas~ for those who may 
by oppressive legislative enactments,. be obliged to move 
tllither. 

In contributing to our brethren that aici which will se~ 
cure them a refuge in a storm, we would not wish to be 
understood, as to possessing any inclination to remove, 
nor in the least to impoYerish that noble- aen.timent whie.1' 
we rejoice in exclaiming-

'rhis ia our o.wn, 
Our native land. 

AU that we have done, humanity dictated it, neithei" 
inclination nor alienated feelinga ~ our country prescrib,.. 
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etl it, but that power which is above all other considera
tions, viz: The law of necessity. 

"\Ve, yet anticipate in the moral strength of this nation, 
a final redemP.tion from those evils that have been illegi· 
timately entailed on us as a people. We yet expect by 
due exertions on our part; together with the aid of the. 
benevolent philanthropists of our cou~try, to acquire a 
moral and intellectual strength, that will unshaft the ca
lumnious darts of our adversaries, and rresent to the 
world a general character, that they wil feel bound to 
respect and admit-e. 

It will be seen by a reference to our proceedings, that 
we have again recommended the further prosecution of 
the contemplated college, proposed by the last Conven
tion, to be established at New Haven, underthe rules and 
regulations then established. A place for its location 
will be selected in a climate and neighborhood, where its 
inhabitants are less prejudiced to our rights and privi
leges. The proceedings of the citizens of New Haven, 
with regard to the erection of the college, were a disgrace 
to themselves, and cast a stigma on the reputed fame of 
New England and the counti-y. We are unwilling that 
the cha1·acter of the whole country shall sink by the pro· 
ceedings of a few. We are determined to present to an• 
other portion of the country not far distant, 'and at no, 
very remote period, the opportunity 9f gaining for them 
the character of a truly philanthropic spirit, and of re
trievinq the character of the country, by the disreputable; 
proceet1ings of New Haven. We must have Colleges 
and high Schools on the Manual Labor system, where 
our youth may be instructed in all the arts of civilized 
ife. If we ever expect to see the influence of pre-

judice decrease, and ourselves respected, it must be by 
th~ bl~ssings of 'n enlight~ned ~ducation. It must be by 
being m possession of that classical knowledge which pro. 
motes genius, and causes man to soar up to those hiO'h in~ 
tellectual enjoyments and acquirements, which places 
him in a ciituation, to shed upon a country and a people, 
that scientific grandeur which is imperishable by time, 
and drowns in oblivions cup their moral degredation. 
Thos~ who .think that our prim~ry schools are capable of 
etfectmg tl1111, are a century behmd the age, when to have 
proved a question in the rule of three, was considered&. 
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higher attainment, than solving the most difficult prot.-lem 
in Euclid is now. They might have at that time per· 
formed, what some people expect of them now, in 
the then barr'en state of~ science, but they are ?Jow no 
longer capable of reflecting brilliancy on our national 
ch11racter, which will elevate us from our present situa
tion. If we wish to be respected, we must build our mo
ral character, on a base as broad and high as the nation 
itself-our country a~cl our character r.equire it-we.have 
performed all the <lubes from the menial to the solcher
our fathers shed their blood in the great struggle for in· 
dependence. In the late war between Great Britain and 
the United States, a proclamation was issued to the free 
colored inhabitants of Louisiana, Sept.21st, 1814, inviting 
t~em to take up arms ,in defence of their country, by 
Gen. Andrew Jackson( And in order that you may have 
an idea of the manner in which they acquitted themselves 
on that perilous occasion, we will refer you to the procla
mation of Thomas Butler, Aid-de-Camp. 

You there see that your country expects much from 
you, and that you have much to call you into action, m<>
rally, religiously and scientifically. Ptepare yourselves~ 
occupy the several stations to which the wisdom of your 
country may promote you. We have been told in this 
Convention, bv the Secretary of the American Coloniza
tion Society, that there are causes which forbid our ad
vancement in this country, which no humanity, no legis
lation and no religion can control. Believe it not. Is 
not humanity susceptible of all the tender feelings of be
nevolence? Is not legislation supreme-and is not rel~ 
gion virtuous? Our oppresse~ situation arises from their 
opposite causes. There is an awakening spirit in our peo
ple to promote their elevation, which speaks volumes in 
their behalf. We anticipated at the close of the last 
Convention, a larger representation and an increased 
number of dele~tea, we were not deceived, the number 
has heen ten fold. And we have a right to expect that 
future Conventions will be increitaed by a ~ometrical rao
tio, until we shall present a body, not infenor in num~ 
to our state legislatures, and the phenomena of an oPP'• 
aed people, deprived of the rights of citizenship, m tbs 
midst of an enliglitened nation, devising plans and mea-



S6 

wres, for their personal and mental elevation, by moral 
auasion alone. 

In recommending you a path to pursue for our present 
good and future elevation, we have taken into considera
tion, the circumstances of the free colored population, so 
far as it was possible to ascertain their views and senti· 
rnents, hoping that at a future Convention, you will all 
come abl,y represented, an~ that y:our wis~es and vie~s, 
may rece1ve that deliberation anu attention, for which 
thi!: body is particularly associated. 

Fiualfy.-Ilefore taking our leave, we would admonish 
,you, by alt that you hold dear, .beware of that bewitching 
evil, that bane of society, that curse of the world, that 
fell destroyer of the best prospects, and the. last hope or 
"Civilized man,-INTEMPERANCE. 

Be r1~hteous, be honest, be just, be economical, be pru• 
dent, ottend not the laws of your country-in a word, live 
in thatpusity of life, by both precept and example-live 
in the constant pursuit of that moral sud intellectual 
strength, which will invi~rate your understandings, and 
Tender you illustrious in the eyes of civilized nations, 
when they will assert, that all that illustrious worth, which 
was once possessed by the Egyptians, and slept for Rges, 
has now arisen in tlieir descendants, the inhabitants of 
the new world. ·. 




