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THE MEETING.

s

At a meeting of Colored Citizens, fayorable to a call for a State Convention,
held in the city of New-York, May 29th, 1840, C. B. Ray in the chair, and C.
L. Reason, Secretary, the following resolutions were unanimously adopted :~

Resolved, That a Convention of the colored people of the State of New
York be invited to assemble at Albany on the third Tuesday in August, to
cousider their political condition, and to adopt such measures as will be cal-
culated to remove their disabilities, and that a call be issued to that effect.

Resolved, That Charles B. Ray, John J. Zuille, Theo. S. Wright, Charles
L. Reason, and Timothy Seaman, be a committee to prepare a call in the spi-
rit of the above resolution, and also to correspond with gentlemen in other
placcs throughout the State, to interest them in the object of the Convention.

) A CALL
FOR A CONVENTION OF THE COLORED INHABITANTS OF THE S8TATE OF NEW YOR:K.

Fellow citizens,—We issue this call, to invite you to attend a State Con-
vention, to-be held in the city of Albany on Tuesday, the 18th day of August
next. ’ :

The primary object we have, in inviting you to assemble, is, to take into
consideration the political condition of our people in this State, -and to adopt
such measures as can be simultaneously sarried out by our brethren in every
section of the State, to obtain a relief from thdse political disabilities under
which we labor. e . i

The principal legal disability which affects 'us. is, our deprivation of the
free exercise, in comnmon with other men, of the elective {ranchise. A free
suffrage is the basis of a free government, the safeguard of a“free people, the
strength of the strong, the defence of the weak, a powerful auxiliary to re-

- spectability, wealth, and usefulness; and just in’ proportion as men are de-
prived of this, they are shorn of their strength, and are subject to poverty, dis-
grace, and abuse. :

We are convinced, fellow citizens, that not only our political, but our de-
pressed condition in all other respects in the State, owes itself, not in the least
sense, to the fact that we are politically weak, not possessing the ynrestricted
use of the elective franchise. The body politic see in us, therefore, no favors
to court. and nothing to fear. It is to them a matter of no coneern, whatmay
be the abuses we suffer, or how unhappy our condition.

You are aware, that whilerother citizens have a free and unrestricted use
of the elective franchise, a property qualification is required on our part, in
order for us to exercise this right, so important to a free people, and without
which, a man cannot be considered, in a democratic sense, a freeman. This
invid'ous requisition to the exercise of a birth-right privilege, weakens our -
standing as citizens of the State, and subjects us to all the consequent incon-
veniences. It also degrades our population, because it virtually lowers us in
the scale of humanity, and reflects disparagingly upon our character! To seek
a removal of this radical evil, is the object of calling you together if con-
vention.



There has been no time so favorable for us to meet for therabove object,
as the present season. There is eyidently a redeeming spirit abroad in our
State—an increasing disposition to/stand by, and defend the weak against the
strong, as the noble acts of the Legislature regarding our protection as citi-
_ zems, clearly indicate. Ought we/not, then, to avail ourselves of this favora-
ble indication, and come togethef to take some decisive measures’to lay be-
fore the next Legislature our grigvances, with a’view to produce further action
on their part, for.our political disenthralment?

To facilitate the business of the Convention, it will be necessary that state- -

mients setting forth the legal and other disabilities of our people in different
parts of the State, be presented at the Convention. To further this object,
we invite all who expect.to be present, to collect such statements, and also
statistical accounts of the property, real and personal, public buildings, with
their value, &c., owned our people, and the condition of the people in
morals, as compared with former times. o . )

We therefore urge upon colored men in all sections of the State—men in
all circumstances—if you possess self-respect, if you love liberty, ifvyou. ap-
preciate your own rights, if you wish for political and moral elevation. if you
have any interest in the prosperity'of our people, if you have any regard for
the welfare of your chi{)dren, for the welfare of the State and of the na-
tion, to assemble at Albany on the 18th of Augusi next.

We call upon the farmer to leave for a while his harvesting, and repair to
the assemblage of his brethren. Let the mechanic leave liis workshop, to
share the toils of a general council. * Let the laborer and the working man be
seen. crowding the avenues that lead to the place of assemblage. Letevery

portion of our great and &mwmg State, where lives a single object of oppres-- .-

sion, be represented. "e call upon the people in every city, town, and vil-

lage to represent themselves#ii'that Convention. Let the aged and the youth -

~all—ull—be found at the above place, on that day. Come up, fellow citi- .

zens, fronr Suffolk to Erie, from Clinton to Steuben, and let*us engagd toge-

ther in a common interest. & -
A . R

The above call was signqd by upwards of one hundred persoﬁs. from dif-

ferent parts of the’State.

°
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Pursuant to-the preceding call, issued to the Colored szens of
this State, through the * Colored American,” urging them to-assem-
ble at Albany in convention on the 18th of August to consider their
&.polmcal condltlon, and to adopt measures for their enfranchisement,
the. Hamilton street Baptist Church was thrown open at an early
hour on_.Tuesday morning of the above date, and soon became the
scene of the most spirited “and soul-stirring meetings that have ever

enlistéd the feelings or engaged the energles of our people in this
or any other State.

At ten o’clock, about 40 delegates were assembled.

. The Convention was cdlled to order by the Rev. Theodore S..
Wright, of New York, wiio moved the appointment of Mr. Chaxles
B. Ray, N.Y, as Chalrman pro tem.

On motion of Alexander Crummell; N. Y., Mes<rs Charles S.
Morton, of Albary, and Frederick Olney, of New York, were ap-
pointed Secretaries.

‘Mr. Ray, in taking the chair, remarke
“In taking the ch'ur, gentlem S;%. nize the Convention, I
cengratulate you, in forming, this morhing, the first assemblage of )
our people of this State, (and perhaps of any other) in the capacity
of a StaTe CoNVENTION, to take into consideration the political
disabilities under which our people of this Commonwealth are la-

boring.

« Our’ assemblmg together this morning, gentlemen, for the object
before us, is practical evidence of the farch of mind and improve-
ment among us, and the deep and increasing interest felt in our po-
litical, moral, and social elevation.

. «We assemble together, gentlemen, for purposes the most noble
and becoming. The objects before us lay at-the foundation of our
rights as men, and of cur usefulness as citizens of the State in which
we live, and they can but be concurred in and approved of, by
men of honest and virtuots principles, of all classes and parties.
We are here this morning, under great obligation. * Great.responsi-
bilities rest upon us. We represent the people generally with whom .
we are 1denuﬁed and are the delegated body of fifty thousand of our .

s
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brethren, scattered throughout this great and growing State. - Thé:

business we are about to enter upon, regards their interest. equally
as our own, L W :

-“The business we shall transact in this Convention, and the spirit -

in which we shall®ransact that businéss, will have an important:
bearing upon our people generaily, and will tell, for good or for evil,
upon them. For ‘the .doings of” the Convention, when completed,,,
will be publisked, and sent broad “cast over4he land, to come in con-

téct with every class of mind—with men in highdife and men in low |

. . - » » . .O, ® . . *
life, and. in every condition in life, to be criticised and scrutinized,:

and seen and- r@d‘bf‘all.men. All é'yes are ypon Uus, te scan our .

doings. ~ ki - Y
o “Tle progeédings will, then, in their tendencibs and*bearing upon
our people, either elevate them inthe view of the public, or lower
them in their estimation. They will either give them a character, or
become a disgrace to us, as the character of our business may be.

Let us remember, that we are not affecting ourselves alone, but di-

‘rectly the fifty thousarid whose: delegates  we are, and indirectly, the

S

ihree"inillions.‘scatt@;throughout our whole country.
“ We repeat it, gentlemen, that the businesg we shall here trans-

act, and the spirit in which we shall- transact that business, will tell, .’

~ for weal or for woe, upon our people. . Let us, then, in enteting upon

" the duties before us,.in view of the great responsibility we assume,

ds the representatives of a maligned .people, and in view of the ten-
dencigs and bearings of our doings upon them,- enter upon thesé du-
ties jn the spirit of Him with 'whom we have to do, and without
whom we cdn do nothing ; and continue in all -our deliberations to

* cultivate that spirit; and that-we may be aided from above, and

guided with wisdom from on high, through the- sessiens of our
meeting, I call upon the Rev. Bro. Raymond to address the throne
of grace” ) e
- On ‘motion of Rev. Theodore S. Wright, o
Resolved, That a Commitiee of three, consisting of .James W.

Duffin, of Geneva, Heml‘;y R. Crummell, and Michael Dougee of Ai-
bany, be’appointed by t

' out the roll of this Convention. Adopted. x

|

On motidn of Charles L. Reason, of New York,

Resolved, That a Committee of four be appointed, to select can-
didates for the regular officers of tltis Convention, the said Commit-
tee 1o report forthwith. Adopted. . - - :

The following members were appointed by the chair: Alexander
Crumpmell, Theodore S. Wright, of N: Y., James W. Duffin, Gene-
va, and Samuel Streetef, of Albany., .

~'The Committee?” after retiring, reported the following gentlemen,
who were severally unanimously elected, and took their ‘seats as offi-
cers of the Convention, “ . s S S
, . Ny

. 3

e chair, as a Standing Committee, to make -

&
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-State, and o
- populatlon that have rolled from the sea coast to the Rocky Moun-

. = o t
AUSTIN S’I‘EWAR?, of Rochesier President.

%'RICHARD P. G. WrigHT, of Schenectady . m .
Joun T R.AYMOND, of Albany, = } Vice Presidents. -~
Wi P. Jonnson, of New York, - S

: . Cuaries L. REason, of N. Y., L o
4 .- HenryH. GarnET, of Troy, 2 Secreté’.i‘ies.
Wu. H. Topp, of Albany, .

Mr. Austin Stewart, in assuming his station, as Presxdent of the
Convention, made the following briéf, but appropriate remarks :

“J could have hOped gentlemen, that some other person had been .

called to act as Presxdent of this Convention ; bug_inasmuch as’it has
pleased you to choose me to prgside over your deliberation-, and as I

"believe 1t to be the duty of every man to do whatever he can to bene-
fit his people and to serve his‘country, with deference I yield to your

request, ‘and thank you for the honor you have conferred upon me.
“ The.object of this Corivention i8 of course well known to all ;

for it was fully set forth in the call whick invited .us together. Our -

%olmcal Tights have been wrested from us without any just cause.
o one can say that we eves~conspired to injure a single interest of
our country while we enjoyeéd the elective franchise ; no one ean say
that we ever cast a single vote io.the detriment of the 'commonwealth.
‘There is nothing i improper, ?lothmg unjust, in tfxe steps which we are
about.to take. It is to be hoped that we have come fully deter-
mined to adopt some measures by which we shall ¢btain the privi-
leges of citizens of the State of New York.

‘It is necessary, gentlemen fhat T should beg your assistance, in

order that a brotherly spirit may be cherished in all things that may .

be done. Let us aim {o destroy every root of bitterness that may at-
tempt to spring up amiong us.- Let us come forward with warm

,,hearts, and a firm and steady determination to act like men, for the

benefit of our people. If we but put our trust in God, we shall be
able, through His assistance, to-accomplish all thmgs Our State

~and our country must be shown“the shame and disgrace that now

rest upon them.
“Qur pe fple compose an 1mport‘3’nt portion of the citizens of this
the United States. They have mingled with the whole

tains., And although we have been abused and hated—notwithstand-

ing wave after wave of the foulest injustice has passed over us—still,

we love our country; and shall cease to love it only when the last

. ray of hope shall sink in darkness. - But may God grant that such a

day may be far distant. Let us hope that the laws and customs we
so severely feel and sodeeply deplore,. will soon be done.away.” Let

" us, gentlemien, but do our duty, and my word for it, opposition will

soon.die, and be buried and forgotten.
““'Then, brethren, come up to the. work of du%r, fearing nothing and

annéxpatmg mugh; for Gop, who leads the armies of the skies, is qur-

leader.” ¥ 7_ . S

=
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After the President had taken his seat, aﬁd declared the Conven-

tion open for regular business, it was, on motion of Charles B. Ray,

Resolved, That all persons favorable to the call for this Conyen-

tion, and who have come under that call to deliberate in the-doings ©f

- these meetings, be requested to hand in their names to the Starding

Comimittee, as delegates to this Convention. Adopted. -
Resolved, That a Committee of two, consisting of Charles L.

~ Reason, of New York, and Rev. Eli N. Hall, of Albany, be appoint-

ed to draft rules for the government of this Convention.
Resplved, That a Committee of ten be appointed, to suggest,
in a becoming form, business for this Convention. Adopted.
The following gentlemen were appointed - as- the Business Com-
mittee : . ) e '
-~ Cuaries B. Ray, of New York, Chairman.
o - James W. Durrin, Geneva.
' Cuagries S. MorTon, Albany.
Evimus. S. Roncers, Whitegboro.
JouN WenNDELL, Schenectady.
ArMsTRONG ARCHER, Williamsburgh.
. ‘Tasopore S. Wrienr, New York.
ey PATR:\)ox H.:Rzgison, - ot
" Frepgritk OLney,- S
Georce Bartimorg, Troy.
*ABNER H.ﬁuNCIs, Buffalo.

After adopting these preliminary arrangements, at 12 olclock the
Convention adjourned, to meet at 2 o’clock P. M.

$

<

g

Tuesday Afterncon. The Convention assembled as per adjourn-
ment, and was opened with prayer by the Rev. Eli N. Hall, Albany.

The Committee on Rules submitted the following report, whicK,
on motion, was as a whole adopted. . "

o RULES. ‘

1. Upon the appearance of a quorum, the President shall take the
chair, and the Convention be called to order. ) .
2. The Minutes of the preceding session shall be read at the coni-
mencement of each meeting ; at which time, mistakes, if any, shall

K

. be corrected. . '

~8. The President shall decide all questions of order, subject to an

- appeal to the Cenvention,

4. All'inotions and addresses shall be made to-the, Pi"esident, the

- member rising from his seat.

'5. ,All motions (except those of reference,) shall be submitted in
writing. . ' .

# rg Francis, of Buffalo, not bei;rg'present when the appointments were made, was
subséquently placed on the Committes. :
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6. All committces shall be nominated by the President, unless
otherwise ordered, by the Convention. '

7. "Phe previous question shall be always in order, and, until de-
cided, shall preciude all amendment and debate of the main question,
and shall be put in this form, ‘ Shall the main question be now put?”

8. No member shall be interrupted while speaking, except when
out of order—when he shall be called to order by or through the

" . President.

9. A motion to adjourn shall be always in order, and shall be de-
cided without debate.

10. No member shall speak more than twice on the same question
without leave, or over fifteen minutes at each time.
- 11. No motion shall be reconsidered during the same session at _
~which it is passed. s @
- 12. No resolution (except of reference) shall be offered to the Con-
vention, except it come through the Business Committee.

13. The sessions of the Convention shall commence at 9 o’clock in
the morning, and 2 in the afternoon. - .

Cuarres L. Reason,

Eur N. Hari, } Committee.

The Committee on the Roll reported the following list, as the
names of those who came to participate in the doings of the Con-
vention. :

The roll here given, stands as the one subséquently completed and
used by the Convention. p ‘

ROLL.

NEW YORK. o HUDSON.

‘Rev. Theo. S. Wright,

Charles B»Ray, .
Charles L. Reason,
Alexander Crummell,
Frederick Olnéy,
“Henry Williams,
Patrick H. Reason,
Wm. R. Thompsc‘m,
Jeffrey Van Clief,
J. H. Bishop,
.John M. Dolan,
Wm. P. Johnson,
Thomas Jefferson.

. POUGHKEEPSIE.
« Rev. John N. Mars,
* Uriah Boston.

: 2

Tunis Blake,

James Parkman,
Lloyd Tillman,

J. Stay,

William Van Alstyne,
C. Osterhout,

Wm. H. Parker,

* Solomon Groomer,

P. Green. -

ALBANY..
Rev. John T. Raymond,
El N. Hall,
Charles S. Morton,
William H. Topp,
David Thomas,
Michael Dougee,



James F. Murray,
Jacob Waldron,
Primus Robinson,
F. Van Vranken,
A. Johnson,

Henry R. Crummell,
. John Springsteal,
Stephen Myers,
Richard Thompson,
M. Thompson,
William Johnson,
Henry Jackson,
William Queen,
Henry Johnson,

* Samuel Streeter,
James Baltimore,
Nicholas Bogart,
Oliver King,

R. Springsteal,
Benjamin Cutler,
Hiram Dalton,
John Tate,

Adam Blake,

“.. . Eli Johnson,

H. Emery,
J. Lain.ry

TROY.
Alexander Theily,
William Rich,

J. A. Hubbard,
Francis Baker,

Jacob Brown,
Francis L. Allen, -
Ezekiel George,

H. Highland Garnet,
Samuel Jefferson,
Lewis Jones,

George B. Moulton,
George H. Baltimore,
Prince Vameller,
Rev. Robert Butler,
William Garison,

F. Thompson, ,
Anthony Schuyler,
Clarence P. Seldon,

Rev. George, Garnet, ..

" John M. Brifzkens.

Abram Jackson,
*James Gardner,
Moses F. Van Leer,
Daniel Jones,

J. Woods,

Jesse Prince.

SCHENECTADY.
R. P. G. Wright,
Francis Simson,
F. Jackson,
John Wandell,
Richard Sampson,
Francis Dana,
T. Harris,
Moses Willcox,
S. Barnes, '
G. Murray,
M. Miner,
Francis Thompson,
J. Thompson,
Francis ia Tour,

R. Murray. ,

LANSINGBURGH."
Andrew Grant,
Frisby Way, -
John Jamieson;
George Baker,
Charles Sherman,
Charles Shim,
Augustus Gifford,
Thomas Van Brankés,
George Lansen, ‘
John Johnson,
Daniel Oliver.

UTICA.
Benjamin Anderson,
George C. Brown,
Jermanus Loguen,

Joseph C. Pankes.

WHITESBOROUGH.
Elimus P. Rogers,

o
i
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WATERVLIET. BROOELYN.

M. La Tour Lapanier, Augustus Washington. -
J. Adams. .
'  *JAMAICA, L. I
SYRACUSE. 7 Samuel V. Berry.
John Chester,
Ambrose Dunbar. ' FLUSHING, L.I1.7
 F Edward M. Africanus.
GENEVA.
James W. Duffin. ORANGE.
: John Van Huesen.
~ ITHICA.
, e GREENBUSH.
Henry Jackson. John Brown.
WHITEHALL. —_—
John Watson. Abner H. Francis.
ROCHESTER. York WEST THow:
Rev. Thomas James, ork La Tour.
Austin Stewart, WILLIAMSBURGH.
F. Payne, Rev. Armstrong Archer.
Rev. James Sharp. Willis Hodges.

The Businegs Commiitee reported by their chairman the follow-
ing preamble and resolutions.
hereas, we have assembled together here in convention, to de-
vise means, and deliberately to act, and to call upon all who are wil-
ling, to assist us in acting, that we may remove that proscriptive
clause in our State Constitution, contained in these words : *“ No man
of color, unless he shall have been for three years a citizen of this
State, and for one year next pteceding any election, shall be seized
and possessed of a freehold estate of the value of two hundred and
fifty dollars, over and above all debts and incumbrances charged
thereon, and shall have been actually rated and paid a tax thereon,
shall be entitled to vote at any such election”—we think it our place
here to declare, that we hold all distinctions between native-born
citizens growing out of complexion, as unjust—no} because it re-
stricts us socially with respect to the rest of the community, but be-
cause it unwarrantably withholds rights inherent to us as men, and
farther guaranteed by the noble charter of our country’s liberty ; it
_therefore becomes us, as the objects of this- proscription, directly- to
state the ground of our grievances, to protest against the unrighteous
discrimination, and to appeal to the reason, and nobler sentiments of
the power-holding mgjority, for its peaceable but thorough over-
throw :—therefore be 1t ' ‘ '
Resolved, That all laws established for human’ government, and
all systems of whatever kind, founded in the spirit of complexional
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cast, are in violation of the fundamental principles of divine law, evil
n their tendencies, and should therefore be effectually destroyed.

Resolved, That the toleration of complexional difference in the
State of New York, is a stain upon its Constitution, and attaches it
to the great system of oppression in the land, so vital to our national
character—since it is . upheld not only in direct opposition to the
common rights of humanity, but also runs counter to those very po-
litical principles asserted by the framers of our republican govern-
ment.

Resolved, That the Act of the Convention of 1821, which amend-
ed the State Constitution so as to extend the right of suffrage to one
portion of the citizens of the State, unrestricted, and demand for its .
exercise a property-?ualiﬁcation of another portion, was a violation
of every principle of justice, anti-republican, and repugnant to the
assertion of man’s equality, upon which our government is founded.-

. Resolved; That the discrimination introduced by the adoption of
the above-mentioned article, was a wviolation of justice, because it de-
grived us of those rights which should have been enjoyed in common

y- all native-born citizens ; because it guaranteed to foreigners na-
turatized, advantages over denizens of the soil; because it oppressed
. those who fought and bled for their country’s freedom, and thereby

were entitled to the unrestricted enjoyment of its political institu-
tions. ' ’

- Resplved, That we look upon it as anti-republican, and repugnant
to the assertion of man’s equality, upon wﬁich our government is
founded ; first, because 45,000 of the inhabitants of this State are
excluded from the basis of representation; and secondly, because
the proscription merely on account of color denizss the declaration that
“ all men are created free and equal,” results in the limitation of our
liberties, arid consequently in the curtailment o1 our means of * pur-
suing happiness.”

Resolved, That the exclusion of colored men from a free exercise -
of the elective franchise, gave a falsity to the high ground which the -
State had taken on the subject of slavery, tore down the principles of
its own profession, and was an evidence to slaveholders of their -
triumph, degrading to a State calling itself free, and holding liberal’
principles. :

Resolved, That we hold the elective franchise as a mighty lever-
for elevating in the scale of society any people, and feel sensible that
without it, we are but nominally free, the vital means of our improve-
ment being paralyzed; we do therefore believe it obligatory upon

- us, and do hereby pledge ourselves to each other, to use_ all just
means in our power, by devoting a portion' of our time, talent, and
substance, to agitate this question, until we obtain a restoration of
this inestimable boon.

Resolved, That a Committee of three be appointed to drawup an
address to our people, setting forth our duties in relation to the fore-
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going resolution, and to the cause of human rights in general.

Resolved, That the Committec consist of Henry H. Garnet, C.
B. Ray, and Theodore S. Wright. - ;

Resolved, That the government of our country having made pro-
vision for those aggrieved, to petition for a redress of grievances ;
and we, the people of color in this State, being sorely aggrieved by
that clause ofp the Constitution, heretofore cited, which deprives us’
of the right of suffrage upon a property.qualification ; we do there-
fore call upon our people throughout the State, extensively to peti-
tion the l.egislature on this subject. __— _

Resolved, That a Committee of three be appointed to report on
the above resolution. ' L

Alexander Crummell, J. W. Duffin, and Rev. J%‘N ., Marrs, were -

the committee. o o

On motion, Resolved, That a Committeghgslaree tic appointed to
collect from the delegates statistics of our Pedpilia o ~ %

Resolved; That Abner H. Francis, Michael' Dougee, ~and Uriah
Boston, be said Committec. =T

Regolved, That a Committee of threc be appointed on incidental
expenditures.—Rev. Thomas. James, Rev. John Chester, and Henry -
R. Crummell, were appointed.

Resolved, That a Committce of three be appointed on Printing.
—It wae made up of P. H. Reason, C. B. Ray, and A. Crummell.

Resolved, That H. H. Garnett, E. P. Rodgers, and Rev. Eli N.
Hall, be a Committee to draft resolutions and appoint public speak-
ers for a meeting this evening. Adjourned.

Wednesday Morning, Aug. 19. The Convention met at the ap-
pointed hour, and was opened with prayer by the Rev. James Sharp,
of Rochester, The minutes of the preceding meeting were read and
approved. ~ .

On motion, Resolved, That the Convention go into a committee _
-of the whole, this afternoon, immediately upoi organizing, to hear

. statistical statements from the delegates. ‘
Resolved, That a committee of six be appointed to draw up an ad-
dress to the people of the State of New York, upon the political con-
dition of our people. Adopted.—A. Crummell, Rev. J. Sharp, T.
S. Wright, P. H. Reason, C. B. Ray, and C. L. Reason were ap-
pointed that committee. . .
On motion, Resolved, That a committee of two be appointed to
draft a form of petition, praying to the next Legislatureagr the right

RS

&
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of suffrage ; the said petition to be signed by the President, Vice
Presidents, and Secretaries, -as well as the entire delegation assem- -
bled here in behalf of the colored people in this State.

Resolved, That P. H. Reason and A. Crummell be the committee.

The following resolution was then submitted :

Resolved, That inasmuch as the possession of a freehold estate to
the amount of $250, secures to us the elective franchise, we do there-
fore strongly recommend to our people throughout the State 1o be-
come possessors of the soil, inasmuch as that not only elevates them
to the rights of freemen, but increases the political power in the
State in favor of our political and social eleyation.

A very spirited debate arose on this resolution, owing to the excep-
tion taken to that part of it which asserted that the obtainment of a
certain amount of property ‘ elevates us to the rights of freemen.”
‘The resolution was supported in the affirmative by C. B. Ray, T. S.
Wright, E. P. Rodgers, chiefly, and opposed by H. H. Garnet, U.
Boston, A. Crummell, and others. The discussion on the resolution
continued till near the close of the session, when Mr. Ray introduced
an amendment, which was as strongly opposed, owing to its contain-
in%, as was contended, the same objectionable feature as the origi-
nal resolution. While yet the question was pending, the Convention
adjourned at half-past 12 o’clock.

s

Wednesday Afternoon. The Convention opened at 2 o’clock
with prayer by the Rev. J. N. Mars, of Poughkeepsie.

The Minutes were read and approved. ' :

The Convention went into a committee of the whole, to receive
statistical statements ; Austin Stewart:in the chair. A number of
very important facts respecting the real and personal estateé owned in

the represented places and their vicinities—the state of schoels,
" churches, &c. were made known—statistics of many places removed
from the seats of representation, were communicated by delegates
who had made it tgeir duty to procure such generat information.
The Committee sat in very pleggant meeting for one hour and forty-
five minutes, when it rose and:rgofted progress, the facts obtained
being handed over to the Comuigiftee on Statiatics, to be kept by them
for the further use bf the Committee on the Address. s

Mr. Ray’s amendment, which was under consideration at she close

of the morning session, was called up, and after some further discus-
sion, was laid indefinitely upon the table.
" On motion, Resolved, That a committee of eight, one from each
senatorial district, be appointed by the house, to E)rm plans and syg-
gestions, by which we can effectually and harmoniously proceed*
in our. future efforts to obtain ‘the right of suffrage. '
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Resolved, That P. H. Reason, U. Boston, Wm. H. Topp, E. P.
Rogers, A. H. Francis, A. Dunbar, J. Sharp, and James W. Duffin,
be that committee. '
The Committee appointed on Wednesday morning to report a form

of petition for the special signatures of the Convention, reported
through P. H. Reason, chairman, the following, which was adopted.

FORM OF PETITION.

The State Convention of colored citizens, dssembled at Albany,
‘August 18th, 19th, and 20th, to consider their political condition,. in
behalf of their brethren throughout the State, would respectfully
represent: ' .

That, although by the nature of the government we are taught that
an equality, not of property or favor, but of rights, is the firmest,
foundation of liberty, and that on which democracy is founded—yet,”
by Art. IL. Sec. 1, Revised State Constitution, a distinction ig made
with regard to them of the most grievous nature—which, %ilé% it
acknowledges them as citizens, denies them the rights which all
others possess, as attached to that honorable appellation. '

They would submit it to your honorable body, whether it can be
for the benefit of the community, thata part should be depressed
and degraded ; whether humanity and‘ policy do not alike suggest
. the propriety of elevating the character of the humblest inembers of
the State, by not debarring them from the most efficient ingtrument
of their elevation simply on account of complexional difference.

In view, therefore, of the injustice and levelling policy of this act,
they would respectfully ask, that by an amendment, the enjoyment
of equal political rights and privileges mdy be extended to all the
citizens of the State. They would ask, as natives, that the same po-
litical privileges may be extended to them as to foreigners. In fine,

they would respectfully pray for the abolition of that part of the -

State Constitution which imposes upon them unequally a property-qua-
lification for the use of the franchise. 4 Signed, &ec.

The Committee appointed on Wednesday morning to draw up cer-
tain instructions or recommendations to the people on petitioning, ia:
behalf of the Convention, submitted through the chairman, Alexander
Crummell, the following : ‘ o

The committee on the resolution which has reference to petition-. - .

ing, would beg leave most respectfully to

. REPORT. |
Prayer is one of the earliest and most spontaneous of all human
exercises. Man is a cfeature of wants, which are ever presented in
continuous succession. * From his imperfect.and dependent nature,
petitionary addresses are ever attendant upon him, from the dawh of
existence to the list slow lingering descent and appearance of life.”
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In this feature of human character, man meets with sympathy and
instruction in-entire universal being. In proportion to the extent of
want, and the intenseness of desire, so is the depth and fervor of the pe-
~ tition, the earnestness of its tone,and the frequency of its presentation.

The colored people of this State, are, from the non-possession of
the right of suffrage, the proscribed class. This proscription is the’
fountain Marah, from whence procéed those bitter waters that run
through all the various ramifications of society, connecting themselves
with all our relations, tainting and embittering the fresh streams of
existence in their pure and healthy flow. The consciousness of want
in this matter, is deep, strong, and universal-—and so should the

exPlx"ession of it be.
he mode of giving an adequate and natural development of the
sense of wrong and want, is for the aggrieved class in a communi-
ty, where rights have been wrested from them, to appeal to the
better principles, the fundamental sentiments of our common hu-
manity, and make a continual and earnest entreaty for their restoration.
In making such appeals and entreaties, we have much to expect. -
Oppression, prejudice, and injustice, although they have made sad
dire work with man’s better nature ; although they have wither-
ed many of the best affections and noble sentiments of the human
heart, and impaired much of the clearness of man’s mental vision and
the moral. beauty of his s{;iritual nature ; yet Reason is not whblly
desﬂo‘yed ; the image of Gud is not yet entirely effaced from the na-
ture of man. There are yet remaining to him, high sentiments, and
gemle's mpathies, and deep-laid Erinciples, which create a fellow
ing between man and man—which constitute a bond connecting
and binding together the heart of universal humanity. The principle
of rectitude is as yniversal among men as the light of the sun.
Conscience, well described as '
¢ God's most igtimate presence in the soul,
And his most perfect image in the world,”
still remains exerting her power over the thoughts, and words, and
actions ,of men. ~ .. :
To these sentiments we can yet appeal. From our own human -
_consciousness can we make our most earnest and effectual entreaties
to our fellow men in power. Such an appeal cannot but he heard.
It will receive deference from its very nature. It will bring forth
sympathy, by reason of the source from whence it proceeds. It will
meet with favor, from being in accordance with the spirit of the
age. It will command respect, from its consonance with universal -
justice. It will secure its success and triumph, frem the light of rea-
son, the principles of Christianity, and the dictates of living and eter-
nal right. ‘The Committee would therefore recommend the following
résolutions : : , ' '
_Resolved, That it is a solemn duty of the free colored , in
-city, town, village, and bamlet, continvally and y TO PE-
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riTioN the Legislature for an equal and impartial exercise of the
‘elective franchise, until they effect a consummation of their desires,

Resolved, That the petition which has been used in various places
in the State, and copies of which we have at hand, be recommended
to our people for the purpose ofpetitioning.

Respectfully submitted, AreEx. CrumMELL, Ch’n,

James W, Durrin, .
Rev. J. N. Maxgs, % Committee,

The Business Committee-reported the -following resolution :

On motion, Resolved, That the report of the Committee be ac-
cepted and adopted.

On motion, Resolved, That we recommend to our people to be-
come possessors of the soil within the limits of this State, if possible;
as a means to their becoming more permanent residents, happier in
their circumstances, and elevated in their condition, o, b

Resolved, That in recommending our people to possess themselves
of the soil, we no less protest against that clause in the Constitution
of the State, which requires a property-qualification of us, in order
to exercise the elective franchise—considering it wrong in principle,
sapping the foundation of self-government, and contrary to all no-
tions of natural justice. ‘

Resolved, That each delegate be assessed in the sum of 25 cents,
to defray in part the expense of publishing the proceedings of this
Convention, and that a committee of three be appointed to at-
tend to this business forthwith,

Henry R, Crummell, U. Boston, and J, W. Loguen, were appoint-
ed the Committee, who occupied the rest of the session in perform-
ing the duty assigned, bringing in a report before adjournment, of
$27 47 cts. collected.

The Convention adjourned at a quarter past 5 o’ciock,

’I'hm‘sdqg Morning, Aug. 20,  The Convention opened at 9
o’clock, with prayer by the Rev. Thomas James, of Rochester, The
Minutes of the preceding meeting were réad and approved.

The Business Committee reported the following resolutions ;

Resolved, That the idea contained in the Decle’%tion of Indspen-
dence, that men should inherit rights aside from accidental circum-
stances ot factitious arrangements, is a sentiment set forth not mere-
ly in that document, but one that is also consonant universally with
reason and revelation, : ’

Resolved, That the framers of the State Constitution, in practi-
cally embodying the prihciples contained in the above resolution,
formed the governme;t of the State fundamentally republican,
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Resolved, That one of the distinctive and peculiar features of re-
publicanism, is, that rights are to be guaranteed and extended, with-
-out arbitrary or unnatural distinctions.

Resolved, That whenever in the administration of such a govern-
ment, a portion of its citizens are deprived (from any such invidious
causes) of an equal participation of the privileges and prerogatives of
citizenship, the principles of republicanism are manifestly violated.

Resolved, That to the non~possession of the elective franchise
may be traced most of the degradation to which we, as a people,
have been for years subjected, and is the fruitful sour:e of unnum-
bered and unmitigated civil, literary, and religious wro.gs.

Resolved, That in proportion as we arc treated wth disrespect,
contumely, and neglect, in our political, literary, and wcclesiastical
relations, from the want of the elective franchise—so would we
command respect and influerice in these different relations, by
the possession of it. )

Resolved, That there is great hope for the politically oppressed in
their own exertions, relying upon the favor of heaven, and appealing
to the just sentiments of those in political power.

Resolved, That the way to obtain‘rights that have been wrested
from a depressed people, is, by the continual presentation of the first
principles of political freedom, truth, and justice, accompanied by
corresponding efforts on the part of the proscribed.

The following report was handed in by Patrick H. Reason, chair-
man of the committee :

i

REPORT.

=

The commitee of eight, one from each senatorial district, appoint-
ed to suggest a plan by which we can effectually and harmoniously
proceed 1n our future efforts for the right of suffrage, respect-
fully report the following resolutions :— :

1. Resolved, That a central committee of seven be appointed,
consisting of four members from Albdny and three from Troy, whose
duty it shall be to procure signatures to petitions, and to correspond
wit%; other committees throughout the State, appointed for the same

purpose.

2. Resolved, That a committee of five from each County in the
State, except New York, where there shall be a committee of ten,
be appointed in accordance with the last clause of the above reso-

- Jution—said committees to be termed ‘ County committees.”

3. Resolved, That it shall be the duty of the County committees
to forward their getitions, when prepared, to the Central Committee,
postage paid, and at as early a date as possible; and the Chairman
of the Central Committee to present the same in person to some
member or committee of the‘,\ Legislature. " '

~
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The Committee would recommend that the house go immediately
into a committee of the whole, to appoint, the several County com-
mittees. , Rebpectfully submitted,

o Parrick H. REason,
Uriait BosTox,
WirLian H. Torp, .
Evrimus P. Rocers,
AsNErR H. Francis,

" Amprose DuxBar,

JAMEs Suare,
JaMEs “7-, Durrin. J

& Committee.

On motion, Resolved, That the report of the Committee be accepted.

Resolved, That the first resolution of the committee be adopted.

Resolvcd That the Central Committee of seven ‘consist of the
following members : H. H. Garnet, Troy, chairman; C. S. Morton,
M. Douoeu, John P. Anthony, S. Myers, Albany ; G. H. Baltimore,
and Daniel Jones, of T'roy.

Resolved, That we go immediately into a committee of the
whole, to appoint County commitices.

The Convention went into a committee of thc whole ; R. P. G.
Wright in the chair.

The following are the county committges, as appomtcd

‘Albany Co., C.'S. Morton, H. R. Crummell. F. G G. Murray ; Wash-
ington Co., J. Harris, Whitehall; Otsego Co., H. Granger, Coopers
Iown Onezda Co., W. D. An{maon, ltlca, Madison Co., S. R.
Ward, Petmboro Onondarra Co., A. Dunbar, Syracuse ; J. Chester,
do. ; ;Sﬂl:eneutady Co., R. P. G. Wright, Sdlenecmdy, Tioga
Co. L. Johnson, Owc'ro, Tompkins Co., °H. Jackson, Ithica; Her-
kimer Co., W. Johnson, Little' Falls; me%ton Co., J. Crawford,
Genesco, C McGayner ; Seneca Co., T. Jame es, S(’DGLH Falls ; Jef
fezson Co., J. Terrill, Sacketts Harbm Ontario Co.,J. W. Dufﬁn,
Geneva, D. 1. Ray ; Monroe Co., A. Stew arl, Rochcstcr Erie Co.,
A. H. Franc1s, Buﬁ'alo George VVare ; S'L"Hben Co.,S. W atkm , Bath,
L. Platt; Allegany Co:, J. Peterq on, Scio, L. Hourrh Frlendshlp,
Wayne Co., P. B. Lee, Pa]myra, Wm. Bristol; Orleans Co., R.
"Gardner, Modma, Niagara Co., J. Morgan, Lockport N. Blount
do.; Oswego Co.. J. E. Grant, Oswego Cortland Co., Wm. Sim-
mons, Village ; Broome Co., C. Spruce, Binghampton; Kings Co.,
B.Croger, Brookl\fn, A. VVashlncrton, do.; Queens Co., S. V. Berry, '
Jamalca.D M. Africanus, Flushmw New York Co, J. J. Zuille,
G. Lawrence, sen., F. Olney, C. L. Reason, C. B. Ray, P. H.Rea-
son, A. Elston, J. Flelds, T. Seaman, W. P. Johnson,’ l\ewYork ’
Westchester Co., J. Dungee, Sing Sing ; Orange Co., J. Van' Hue-
sen, S. Hunter ; Duchess Cn., U. ® Boston, Poutrhkenpsne N. H. Si- -
mons, do., J. N Mars, do Ulster Co.,'T'. Harléy, Kingston;
Greene Co., M. Cross, Catts kdl V Rennselaer Co \Vm Rlch
Troy, J. A. Furbord, do. :
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On motion, Resolved, That the third resolution of the Committee
be adopted. ,
Resolved, That the Committee be dischdrged, with thanks. = -
&> Mr. Henry H. Garnet, as chairman of the Committee on the Ad-
~ dress to the Colored People, submitted. the following

REPORT.

 Hereditarv bondsmen, know ye not, ..
_ Who wouﬁld be free, themselves must strike the blow?” -

Bretruren,—The Convention has been held. 'The sentiments
and determination of our people arve before the public. We have
taken our pdsition. You are now called upon for exertions of such
strength and peculiarity of character as never before distinguished
the colored people of this State—exertions in bepalf of one ®f the
most cherished and precious rights of freemen.

—= 'The mind of our people is fixed and determined ; and the course.
of events and the arrangements of -His providence, make manifest the
will of God, that here on this continent we are to remain, citizens of
this republic, inhabitants of the soil, tili the latest periods of time.
How—in what condition shall we and our posterity live here 7 We
are not satisfied with our present condition in the State. If wé look
into the past, we behold nothing inviting there. We see nothing but
“chains and slavery.” Our lot, for the two lastcenturies, has been
oppression, of a severe and unmitigated character. From this state,
we have been but a few years relieved. During this time, we have
been working our way up, with steady perseverance, to respectabili-
ty and intelligence.. Improvement and elevation, then, for the fu-
ture, i8 the universal sentiment among us. The man who is willing
that we should remain in the sad and unfortunate circumstances in
which we now are, is unworthy the exalted privileges of a freeman.

It is the nature of man, and his destiny, to be ever progressive. In
thig feature of character, we sympathise with the rest of our fellow. !
creatures. We cannot escape from it. Society is all alive about us.

It is pressing onward toward higher excellence, laying new plans for

. increased social happiness, carrying out divers modes for a purer and
more elecvated, and more general enjoyment of civil and political
rights and prerogatives. “The deep foundations of political injustice
are now being broken up. Political disfranchisement is becoming
more and more odious. Mankind, in the mass, are putting forth just .
and reasonable exertions for rights—are intent upon escaping from
the slough.of political wrong, injustice, and oppression, in which they
have been kept from a free and healthy exercise of their best pow-
ers. And shall we remain inactive >—we, who have and are now
suffering so much from political wrong, from legal proscription !

Colored men of New York! Are you willing that your people
should longer constitute the proscribed class ? Are you willing ever

'to be deprived of one of the dearest rights of freemen? Are you wil-

<3
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ling to remain quietly and inactively, political slaves?  Are you wils
ling to leave to your children no better public inheritance than to be
among the disfranchis€d—the politically oppresscd? O no! And
let the mechanic at his toil, answer No ! and those who ply the broad
rivers and noble.lakes, answer No ! and the farmer, amid the rich
ficlds and abundant harvests of the West, let him answer No ! and
those who live in the'inland towns, on the rivers, our farming breth-
ren of Long Island, and the thousands who throng the crowded city ;
from all these, Jet the universal, unanimous reply come, No! Let
the opinion of the people, of all ages, inall circumstances, in all rela-
tions, be fixed upon this matter. Aye, and when the pure incense of
prayer goes up, let.it bear the genile burden—No ! .

My brethren, the possession of the franchise right is the life-blood -
of political existence. It runs through all the convolutions of our-
civil state. It connects itself with our literary immunities, *enters- .

. into our ecclesiastical associations, and blends with our social and
doniestic relations. If it have a pure,-uninterrupted, and general ex-
ercise, it is found instinct with life and vitality. It is strengthening
in its effects, and revivifying in its uifluences. To be deprived of it,
is like extracting the living principle from the blood of the system.

TIs it any wonder, then, that our energies have been relapsed, that our
powers have been crippled, our souls languid, our purposes nerve-
less, our determinations dead and lifeless? Is it any wonder that
we have been the poor and persecuted ones, outraged and degraded,
unable to obtain commiseration from the church, vi even humanity
from the world ? , '

Brethren, from this has proceeded our degradation. Thishas been
the source of our suffering and oppression. And in all this, is there
not enough to rouse the soul, and awaken the latent energies of eve-
ry man of us? But a redeeming spirit is abroad, and new purposes
have been decided upon among ourselves. -

Brethren, by united, vigorous, and judicious and manly effort, we
can redeem ourselves. But we must put forth our own exertions.
We must exert our own powers.. Our political.enfrarichisement
cometh not from afar. .

The history of the world is replete with instruction upon this

, point. Where rights have ‘been.wrested from a people, the restora-
tion of them by those in power, as a matter of favor, can never be
expected. They are not to be bought nor cajoled. They are to be- .
obtained only by the continual presentationr of the great truths per-.
taining to their specific wrongs, accompanied by corresponding erier-. &
gy and activity on the part of the aggrieved. . .

We call upon you, then, for effort; nor for effort alone, We call

_upon you for sacrifice. Examine the annals of thg¢ human race, look
over the face of the universe, and you will find, that whenéver any .
thing of great,worth was.to be achieved for man, men have been

- needed, and men have been willing to sacrifice their every thing—

% ~ L
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their all—yea, to give up life, for the good of their oppressed people.
How full of such glorious reminiscences is the history of our own
country ! But we—we aremot called upon to make sacrifices of
such character. But, we ask, if in all ages of the world, men, in
vieW of the prostrate condition of their compatriots, and the inevita-
ble heritage of posterity, have been willing to sacrifice every thing
of dear and sacred nature for the’ good of man; is there not enough

< of public spirit, of patriotic feeling, among us, peeled, siricken, and
smitten, fleeced and flayed, as we have been, as, we now dre, to in-
duce, #mpel us to some small sacrifice of time, and money, and labor
in our own behalf? We hope, we trust we do not say too much for‘-\
the character of Colored Amexjcans, New Yorkers, when we confi-
dently say, * There 1s !” . :

Let every man in the State arouse himself. Let every city, and
town, and village, bestir itself to action. ~Let associations be imme-
diately formed ; and where the families are few, let there be an or-
ganization in everv hamlet. Let the chief objects of these associa-
tions be, to obtain the name of every man'to a petition, to be present-

~ ed by the State Central Committee to the Legislature, until all traces
- of proscription are stricken from the statute-book. Let i)emions be
_ scattered 1n every quarter. Letevery man send in his remonstrance.

Brethren, we call upon you to make this great effort. We call for ,
the exertion of the enuire people.. We call upon age, with its wisdom e
and sage experience ; upon youth, with its freshness, and zeal, and

_eloquence. We call upon that portion of the people whose influence
is tender, gentle, and benign—we call upon the women. We invoke
the entire people, in their strength and manlipess, to put forth intelli-
gent and well-directed effort in this matter. ‘ :

We respectfully solicit the efforts and influence of the clergy.
This is a rational struggle, in which it becomes them to partieipate,
inasmuch as our ecclesiastical disabilities originate ia political de-
gradation, and because the, clergy of the power-holding body are ge-
nerally against us. Let the. prayer of the fervid saint go up for the
people. We need that influence that can nerve the arm—that can

" move the universe. ; ) ;

"That we shall eventually triumph, is sure and certain. Whether
the day of success shall be near or remote, depends measurably
upon -whether we' Eut forth efforts characterised for their strength

- and straight-forwardness. Ours is the cause of truth. For its suc-
cess we have the pledge of God himself. Andtruth is full of His
mightiness. We have no fear for truth and principle in any circum-
stances, among wicked men or malignant fiends. It matters not how
hard the times, how evil the day—onward she- goes, conquering ‘and

to, conquest— -
- “ The eternal years of God are hers”

v

Through all the vicissitudes of time, amid all the revclutions of earth,
“ hers-is a triwmphant, a heavenly career. y

¢ a
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Let these convictions seize upon and color the minutest portions of
our souls. Let them give shape and form to our thoughts and actions.
Let them be characteristic of our efforts in this matier. ,

Thus, brethren, we shall achieve the great object vpon which we
are intent. 'Thus shall we further the cause of man. Thus shall
we secure to ourselves great and important benefits, and send down
to all posterity the innumerable privileges of civil and religious lib-
efty. Signed, &c. .

On miotion, Resolved, That the report of the Committee on the

Address be adopted. '
‘ Mr. Alexander Crummell, from the Committee on the General

Address, reported an Address, which will be found on_page 26.,

On motion of Charles L. Reason, Resolved, That the report of
the Committee on the Address to the People of the State, be accept-
ed and adopted ; the Committee ®ontinued, and empowered to em- -
body facts and statistics, as furnished by the appropriate committee ;
and that it be published with the signatures of the President and
Secretaries, after having received the careful revision and sanction of
this same'committee in New York.

_Adjourhed at half-past twelve o’clock.

]
1

g Thursday Afternoon. The Convention was called to order at
half-past one o’clock, being opened with prayer by Rev. D. Scott, Pa.
The Committee on Expenditures reported as follows, and were

discharggd.

REPORT.
The Committee on Expenditures beg leave to submit the following report:
For lights for public meetings, 5 81 50
Sexton’s services, 3 days at 81, 3 00
Quills and paper, 00 37% -
& Total, $4 87%

Moved, That William H. Topp pay the above bills.

The Business Committee reported the following resolutions :

On-motion; Resolved, That while we deem it our imperious duty
to co-operate with our friends in all lawful measures for the promo-
tion of ‘every great work, and especially for the cause of human
rights, we maintain it to be important, dlso, in view of our peculiar
citcumstances, and of the importance to our cause of embodying the
unbiassed sentiments of our people, that we assemble together, as
occasion may require, in public conventions.

'On motion, Resolved, That a National Convention of our people
is 'a movement of great magnitude, inasmuch as it imports to embody

-~ - the representatives of 500,000 of the people scattered throughout our

extended country; a movement, therefore, to be entered upon not’
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hastily, but only after mature, extensive, and harmonious deliberation
by the whole people ; therefore we disapprove of the National Mo-
ral Reform Convention, to be held by call in New Haven, on the 10th -
of September, because entered upon too hastily—too limited and in-
definite in its objects—and located by no means to accommodate the
mag)rity of our spreading people. : '

n motion, Resolved, That this Convention exceedingly deprecate
any system of general emigration offered to our people, as calculated
to throw us into a state of restlessness, to break up all those settled
habits which would otherwise attach us to the soil, and to furnish our
enemies with arguments to urge our removal from the land of our birth.

The above resolution gave rise to somewhat of a debate, owing to
the opposition of Messrs. Charles I.. Reason and Alexander Crum-
mell, who contended that it was introduced in opposition to the “ob-
ject of the convention, as set forth in its call. They were over-
ruled, however, and the resolution adopted.

On motion, Resolved, That the signal success which has attended
the noble cause of human rights in Europe, and in our own country,
is encouraging to our hearts, and is cause of devout gratitude to the
God of the oppressed. - :

This resolution also met with opposition by the same gentlemen,
for a like reason, but was finally adopted.

On motion, Resolved, That this country is our country ; its liber-
ties and privileges were purchased by the exertions and blood of our
fathers, as much as by the exertions and blood of other men ; the
language of the people is our language ; their education, our educa-
tion ; the free iustitutions they love, we love ; the soil to which they
are wedded, we are wedded ; their hopes are our hopes; their God
is our God; we were born among them ; our lot is to live among
them, and be of them; where they die, we will die ; and where the
are buried, there will we be buried also.~.

On motion, Resolved, That a publishi%committee of four, of the
city of New York, be appointed to publish the proceedings of this
con:]ention in the most convenient manner, and at the earliest possi-
ble day. '

Mr.me. H. Topp, from the committee on expenditures, reported
a balance of $27 00, expenses deducted, now in his hands, which
was, by motion, placed in the hands of Mr. Charles B. Ray, as
chairman of the publishing committee. .

Mr. Alexander Crummell having made some becoming remarks
on the unanimity of feeling that had pervaded the meetings, which
he in a great measure attributed to the calm judgment and dignity of
the presiding officer—Moved, that the thanks of the convention be
presentéd to our worthy President, Mr. Austin Stewart, for the pa-
tient and dignified manner in which he has presided over the deliber-
ations of this convention, and that the members rise as they respond
to the motion.
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‘The motion’ was affirmed unahimously, the whole house standing.
The President made a reply, the members again rising, in whi
he said that he was really thankful that it was ﬁ?smhappiness to take
part in the doings of a body which had assembled for so great an ob-
ect; he was p%eased‘to see the @drest and willing spint that had
rought each individual brother here, kept up in so friendly a man-
ner ; he reciprocated the patient manner in which-they had yielded
to his frequent opposing decisions, and hoped and trusted that the
work which they had accomplished, would tell for much good on

our whole people. -

On motion of Uriah Boston, it was Resolved, That the thanks of
the convention be tendered to the Secretaries, for the willing man-
ner in which they have performed their duties.

The Vice President, Rev. John T. Raymond, here presented to
the President, and through him to the delegates generally, sentiments
expressive of the .cordial feeling of the people of Albany toward
them, in whose behalf he spoke, and expressed their entire approval
of the measures and spirit adopted by the convention, and their
thanks in anticipation of the probable good influence that would fol-
low from the views that from day to day had been thrown out in the
meetings.

A short reply was again made by the President.

A hymn was sung, and the closing prayer made by, the Rev.
Theodore S. Wright. Adjourned.
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FeLrow-Crrizeys: :

- 'The State Convention of Colored Citizens assembled in Albamny,
August 18th, 19th, and 20th, to consider their political condition, in
behalf of théir people in this state, would respectfully address you
. on a‘subject to tﬁgm of the most vital import. They would cail your
earnest and unprejudiced attention to the unjust and withering policy
that in 1821 led to the endorsing of an anti-republican enactment,
(Art. II. Sec. 1, State Constitution,) by which a portion of the citi-
zens of this State were restricted in the exercise of a natural right,
and refused an equal participation in its political arrangements. And
the{ would also solemnly desire you to look around, and witness the
mu tirlicd evils that have for years weighed, and do now weigh
heavily upon them, from not being allowed to use, on liberal and
worthy terms, the all-important privilege of the elective franchise.

The patriotic framers of our State Constitution, in view of the then
recent unwarrantablencss of British jurisdiction, and pondering on
the self-evident truths that had been made the solemn charter of their
country’s liberties, did, in 1777, (by suffrage and free choice appoint-
ed,) assemble in deliberative convention, and adopt such *acts and
declarations as were calculated most efficiently to secure the rights
and liberties of the good people of this State—most conducive to the
happiness and safety of their constituents in particular, and of Amer-
ica in general.”

. Basing themselves upon the avowed principle of the Democratic
Colonies, that taxation and representation should go together, and
that governments receive their just power from the consent of the
governed—they established in the Constitution, as a foundation guard
to the plainest rights of the people, such-provisions as were best de-
signed to keep inviolate their undeniable prerogative to select their
rulers—this being the first article of belief in their republican faith.

In so doing, they did not think it consistent with the principles
they professed, to divide freemen’; those who had shared wiih them
the dangers of war; who had ever been willing to aid them in
achieving their independence ; we say, they did not divide these,
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their fellow-citizens, into castes, and in the face of justice, confe
privileges on one class that were refused to another. Eve:ry free-
man, according to Art. VII. of this firstly-adopted instrument, who
paid taxes, and hired a tenement worth orty shillings a year, was
entitled to exercise the common right of voung. "

In 1821, in opposition to the intellect, the philanthro;g, and con-
sistent republicanism of many noble men, who dignifiedly stood up
and contended against the unprovoked intolerance that urged forward
the measure, an act was passed, which, while it protected liberally
others in the exercise of the franchise, made- it incumbent.upon every
colored citizen to possess $250 freehold estate, in order to use the
before common privilege.  This requirement, as we have before de-
clared, resulted most disadvantageously to us. s s g

We now find ourselves existing in the chief division of the govern-
ment, with no marks of criminality attached to oyr names, as a class;
no spots of immorality staining our chatacters ; no.charges of disloy-
alty dishonoring our birthright ; yet prevented (by an invidions com-
plexional proscription) from being. participants in those free-born
rights and sympathies that are bountifully nteed not only to
.common humanity of this State, but also to foreigners, of whatever
clime or language. We find ourselves the suBsecTs, and not the of
jects of legislation, because we are prevented from giving an assent-
Ing or opposing voice in the periodic ap};oim_meng.s of those who rule
us, and are made passive instruments of all laws, just or unjust, that
may be enacted, to which we are bound to subscribe, even while we
have no instrumentality either in their formation or adoption, = |

We find ourselves crippled and crushed in soul and agih;y,hegaﬁge :
with all the longing that our spirits may possess to drink deeply of .
those purer waters that mentally and morally refresh and invigorate,
we are thrust from the fountain with the cold treatment of aliens,
having even that self-protecting instrument taken from us, which is
the primary assurance and safeguard of citizenshrig. N

Vge find ourselves shut out by the secondary influence of a monied
restriction, from a right which 18 the basis of a xeoplg’s liberties. and
prosperity ; and by the withering influence of this, we are virtually
and manifestly shut out from the obtainment of those resources of pe-
cuniary and possessional emolument, which an_unshackled citizen-
ship does always ensure, and which vErRy REsources are held u
before us as requirements for the use of a privilege, that, mvx.mmnf3
ance with the spirit of the government, should bé the freest and most
sacred. . T e smererTae e

This unequal participation in the privileges of the.Staté, .we con-
sider-inyidious and proscriptive.. It proceeds from,no principl
justice ; it is:not.predicable either from the position. oF, chazacter of
the people upon whom it.so unequally operates..: The canpes which
:eae-a_\:ﬁposed:toejmify its enaetngent, - or -\warrant g, '

ave ei

er no existénce, or are equally applicable to a large body of
the respectable. voterdef the State. '
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 ‘What are-we, as & people, in the State? What is our eondition ?

What is the character we have *—what the reputation we sustain ?

‘We are native-born citizens of the State—immediate descendants of

men, held, not long since, as slaves: From this state we were

¢ranslated into the partial enjoyment and limited possession of free-
dom. “Cut off from the sympathies of our fellow citizens, almost
abject:in poverty, allowed in many places but a scanty and inadequate
participation in the privileges of education, and deprived almost en-
tirely of the elective franchise, we have mevertheless, by the practical
operation of common sense, by habits of industry, and the cultivation
of thie religious séntiments, been enabled to elevate ourselves above
abasement, and possess ourselves of many of the advantages of re-

" L1GION; INTBLLIGENCE, and PROPERTY. :

- W present the:curious and acknowledged-creditable spectacle of
a peop! ¢, bending under the weight of proscription, whe yet will not

' by a comparison with their more privileged fellow ecitizens of
thersasne-vank; in: either zeligion, virtue, or industry. ,

« _ Although from the erbitrary distinctions that prevail throughout
the compiunity, we have been debarred entirely frem collegiate edu-
cation 3 although, to a considerable extent, we have been excluded

" from the advantages of the Common School System ; yet we have
béen enabled, not only to sustain them among ourselves, but likewise
in mény-instances, eeYect schools of our ewpn. A sgirit of intelligence
pervadésiour entire people, Keeping pace with the progressive spi-
rit of the age, and the continual intellectual progress of the ‘natien,
there are but few families in which books are-not a common and ne-
ceb commdege o .

o all-parts of the State, from Montauk to Buffalo, literary and de-

bating sodieties and clubs exist among our people, in city, town, and

village.. In-some instances, these societies are adorned and made
more useful by libraries and reading rooms. Our schools and asso-
ciations are continually sending forth a host of youth, with strong de-
téfivination and purpose, of subserving the best and highest interests
of their proscribed vace. And not an inconsiderable number of the
rising’hope of our-people, have sought, in some of the higher insti-
tutions of leaining, éither in this or a foreign land, the privileges of a

- ‘Wiehave seattered; ‘as bright.spots all along the State, a number
of yonnjg:mien;. dspiants: for the ministry, preparing for academical
instruction ; or entering, once in a while, the medical profession ;
withooultivated spinds and hearts devoted to the interests of man, and
this.giey parposes of Truth. The causes that have thrown a damp
agiol vz diterary: ardos, have: operated disadvantageously in our ec-
elekiadtical relations: The prejudice against us in the community,
'l been-shose’ patent -than thie dictutes.of Christian equality. No

7 ghe tive debarred froon the rightfol exercise of ecclesiastical pri-
vileges, but we dlso meet with hindrances and'indignities in. the sim-



29 =

plest forms of religious communion. We have often been driven
from a quiet and peaceable enjoyment of those rights with which the
death of a common Saviour invested us, in common with the rest of
our fellow creatures of the human family. :

Of necessity, then, have we been often forced to form religious
societies of our own. Throughont the State, we have upwards of -
forty independent religious congregations, of the Presbyterian, Epis-
copal Methodist, and Baptist denomination; each with a tetnple erect-
ed to the worship of the Almighty ; most with settled pastors under a
regular yearly stipend ; in connection with which there are about
6000 communicants, who, with the respective -congregations in at-
tendance with them, average in the aggregate ot less than 15,000
of our people who statedly are under the influence of religion, in
connection with our own churches, besides those in atiendance
elsewhere. ' ' S

The amount of energy and intellect brought out by thesg various
pr(jects, may Le justly regarded as bespeaki:g much for the virtue
and character of a disfranchised and oppréssed people. Aside from
this, a large body of our people are in g_Ea"nial communion with the

various Christian communities through the State. From these
sources, atreams of religious influence and blessings are in continual
flow, refreshing and invigorating our entire body. =~ =~ -
An undue and disproportionate development -of powers, produces
unnatural effects. X continual enlargement of certain capacities, to
the entire neglect of others of equal, or it may e, of more import-
ance, produces deformity. In order to develope symmetry of either
form or character, a full, general, healthy, and vigorous exercise of
all the powers, is absoluter necessary. In bringing fexth the cha-
racter of a people, this is clear and manifest. The history of the
serfs, under the feudal system, the character of the same class in
Russia, and the prominent traits of the disfranchised.class in all
communities at the present day, and especially the condition of en-
slaved men throughout the universe, give strong verity ‘o the senti-
ment herein expressed.. Human nature is complex in its formation.
In proportion as the various powers of man are harmoniously educed,
80 18 the nobleness and vastness of its capacity manifested. Free
scope, and ample verge given for the exercise of the physical and
mental powers, to the detriment of the moral, an hideousness of.
character is evinced.  And so if the moral alone is cultivated, to.the
neglect of the mental and physical; the character is not symmetrical.
nacommunity, mansustains variousrelations, and possésses powers
adapted to thenr—which, if not permitied & natural &hd Tegitimate es
ercise, are tyrned upon himself and follows with augmented and’ fea;-
ful capacity for evil, from’ the fact of having been diverted :from a
natural channel. - It is thus with the possedsion .or noti-pbssession of
the franchise in any atate of gociety. - Mdn is: a'ereature of law—his
natute adapted 10" government and its various functions. - >He'sympa-
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thizes with its modes, and forms, and operatiofis; and this, from the
fact that there is not a single shade of revolution in the political as-
pect of a country, butit is felt to the extreme limits of the body poli-
tic ; operating upon the individual being of all its subjects.

‘The deprivation of our people of the elective franchise, and a par-
ticipation in the various rounds of public duty, shows the evil here
spoken of. The powers that should have been thus employed, have
not lain dormant. A trait which we possess in common with our
common humanity, has been manifested in us. Powers will have
exercise, either healthy or unhealthy. The impartial and proscriE-
tive, non-suffrage act, has been to us hurtful in the extreme. The
powers that ‘should naturally have been thus exercised, were
wrested from their legitimate employment. Tt has js##n the
source of evil; unmitigated, unalleviated ; without evertfh ap-
proach to an adequate benefit. It is true, we might become pos-
sessed of the immunities of citizens and voters, by the property qual-
ification. But this spur, this incitement, as it is regarded by some,
lost all its zest, in the bitter reflection, in the searing conviction, fhat
we were made aliens and strangera in the country of our birth; a
disfranchised class in the very land where lie the bones of our fa-
thefs—the land whose liberties they helped achieve by patriotic ser-
vice, and whose soil is enriched by their purest and noblest blood !

But this is not-all. When we were deprived of the elective fran-
chise, tlie blow was given which severed that hold, by which respect, -
deference, and consideration is obtained, by the poorest and hum-
blest citizen. Our fellow citizens saw they had nothing to expect .
from us. We became a proscribed, depressed class. Vge feh every
where we went, in all our relations, that we had been made separate
from the rest of our fellow citizens. s

The pure and refreshing waters of literary excellence, were not
allowed to flow by us, to quench the burning thirst of an eager and
longing people. In the various religious bodies, they have not found
their purity of Christian feeling powerful and universal enough to
treat man, aside from arbitrary distinctions, * without respect of per-
sons.”  In short; the means and facilities—the ways and avenues to
wealth ‘and influence, were shut against us. _ -

‘We ask, what might be expected of any people in such circum-
stances ! ,What might be anticipated as legitimate results from such
a condition? . - .

Under like disabilities, we perceive the sufferings of the Irish in

5 degradation of the Greek, the besotted stupidity of the
lower castd in'India, and'the abasement 'and continual decrease of
sigines ‘of our own country. Soin this State; under like
ngs, under like injustice, the grester amount of crime and sof-
& among bur people, has proceeded from-a non-participation in
rerogatives of citizénship. Notwithstanding ol thése -difficul-
ties and ' depréssions, calculated as they are, to sicken the heart, to

5.
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a great extent, and make the soul give up, we have nevertheless
been enabled to live above them. . .

We have been deprived of the elective franchise during the last
twenty years. In a free country, this is ever a stimulant to enter-
prise, a means of influence, and a source of respect. The possession
of it sends life, vigor, and energy through the entire heart of a pebple.
The want of it in a community, is the cause of cdrelessness, intel-
lectual inertness, and indolence. Springing above all these depress-
Ing circumstances, and exerting ourselves with unwonted alacrity, by
native industry, by the accumulation of property, we have helped
contribute, to a considerable extent, not only to the means of the
State, but likewise to its character and respectability.

We claim, that there is no consideration whatever in existence, on
account of which, the odious proscription of ‘Which we complain,
should be continued. The want of intelligence, our misfortune, and’
the crime of others, which was once urged againstus, does notnow exjst.
Again : we are the descendants of some of the earliest settlers of the
State. We can trace our ancestry back to those who first pierced
the almost impenetrable forests that then lifted their high and stately
heads in silent grandeur to the skies. When the vast and trackless
wilderness, that had alone answered to the fierce roar of the roam-
ing beast, or the whoop of the wild native, spread itsglf before the
earlier settlers, our fathers were among those, who, with sinewy
frame and muscular arm, went forth to humble that wilderness in its
native pride. Since that time, our fathers, and wé ourselves, have
lent our best strength in cultivating the soil, in developing its vast
resources, and contributing to its wealth and importance. Those
who are the least acquainted with the history of the State, cannot but
grant, that in this respect we have contributed more than our propor-
tionate part. . . "

In times when patient toil and hardy industry were demanded, it
will thus be seen, we have ever been present and active. Not only
so. In times of peril has our aid been called for, and our services
as promptly given. When the country, its interests, its best and
most cherished rights and institutions, have been assailed, not una-
vailingly have/we been looked to.- When the shrill trumpet-call of
. Freedom was heard amid the mountains and the rocks, and along the
rivers of the North, and a reverberating reply was heard from the
broad fields and pine forests of the South ; when the whole country,
aroused by the injustice of British policy, arose as one man, for the
maintenance ¢f natural and unprescriptable rights ; the dark-browed
man stood side by side with his fairer fellow citizen, with firm deter-
mination andjindomitable spirit. During that memorable conflict, in
severe .and tyying service, did they contend for those ﬁgﬁiples of
liberty set fotth in the Declaration. of Independence, which are not
of :partial orfJocak applicability, but which pertain’ alike, to every
being possessed of those high and exalted éndowments- that_ digtin.
guish humarity. '

23
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Their blood is mingled with thé soil of every battle field, made)
glorious by revolutionary reminiscence ; and their boues have en-
riched the most productive lands of the country. In the late war of
1812, our people were again called ,uf‘on to defend their country.
-'The splen'Xi’d naval achievements on Lakes Erie amd Champlain,
were owing mostly to the skill and prowess of colored men. 'The
fame of Perry was gained at the expense of the mangled bodies and
bleeding veins of our disfranchised pcople. Not inconsiderably is it
owing to them, that Americans of the present day can recur with

leasurable emotions, and pride of country, to the battle fields of
lattsburgh and Sacketts Harbor. -

We are Americans. We were born in no foreign clime. Here,
where we behold the noble rivers, and the riclgx fields, and the
healthful skies, that may be called American ; here, amid the insti-
tations that now surround us, we first beheld the light of the impar-
tial sun. We have not been brought up under the influence of other
strange, ari¢tocratic, and uncongenial political relations. In this re-
spect, we profess to be American and republican. With the nature,
features, and operations of our government, we have been familiarized
from youth; and its democratic character is accordant with the flow
of our feelings, and the current of our thoughts. ' o

‘We have thuslaid before you, fellow citizens, some eonsiderations
why we should never have been deprived of an equal suffrage, and
wl;g a-just and impartial guarantee of this right, should "soon be
made.

But bating all these,.we lay our claim on still higher ground. We
do regard the right of our birthdom, our service in behalf of the
country, contributing to its importance, and developing its resources,
as favorable considerations—considerations adapted to banish all
thought of proscription and injustice, frém the power-holding body of
the country, and to lead them to a hearty and practical acknowledg-
ment ¢f the claims and rights of a disfranchised people.

Yet for these alone, we do not ask for the extension of the elec-
tive franchise. We would not, we do not, predicate any right to it
from any such a basis. We would not fall into the error of basing
rights upon grounds Bo untenable. . We object 1o others placing our
rights upon complexion. We ourselves would not lay our claims to
considération on this or any similar ground.

. We can find'no system of moral or political ethics in which rights
are’ based upon the conformation of the body, or the color of the skin.
We cai find 1o nation that has the temerity 1o insult the common’
sense of mankind, by ;i;romulgaﬁng such a sentiment as part of its
creed. However individuals or nations may act, however they ma
assflli ‘the:;‘-lﬁ{’:l? of ';x;_xan; o;‘:ir?st fmmaﬁum }}:is liberties, they aﬁ
equally and alike profess regard for natural rights; the protection and
s,ecuri?y ofwbxch%?eydam as the object afsthe formatipn of their

.1. ,E_« -va,sylﬁ ey 3 Sy
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Rights have an existence, aside from conventional arrangements
or unnatural partialities. They,are of higher origin and of purer birth.
They are inferrable from the settled and primary sentiments of man’s
nature. 'The high dignities and exalted tendencies of our common
humanity, are the original grounds from which they may be deduced.
Wherever a being ma}y be found endowed with the light of Reason,

and in the exercise of its various exalted attributes, that being is
possessed of certain peculiar rights, on the ground of his nature.

We base our claim upon the possession of those common and yet - °

exalted faculties of manhood. E ARE MEN. 1. Those sympa-
thies which find their natural channel, and legitimate and healthy
exercise in civil and political relations, have the same being and na-
ture in ns that they have in the rest of the human family. 2. Those
yearnings and longings for the exercise of political prerogatives,
that are the product of the adaptedness of man’s social nature to po-
litical arrangements, strive with irrepressible potency within us, from
the fact of our disfranchised condition, a prevalent and unreasonable
. state of caste, and the.operation of laws and statutes not proceeding

from, yet operating upon us. 3. Those indignities and wrongs
which naturally become the portion of a disfranchised class, and ga-
ther accumulated potency from an increase and intenseness of pro-
scription, naturally and {egitimately revert to us. From possessin
like sympathies for civil and political operations with others, a
like susceptibilities for evil, when nature is - hindered in any of its
legitimate exercises—on the ground of our common kumanity, dowe -
claim equal and entire rights with the rest of our fellow citizens.
. All that we say here, meets with full sympathy from all connected
with the history of the country, the nature of its institutions, the spi-
rit of its Constitution, and the designs and purposes of its great ori-
ginators. ‘ ‘

‘We have no reason to think that the framers of the Declaration of
Independence, in setting forth the doctrines it contains, regarded
them ns mere dogmas or idle theories. We believe they put full
faith in them, as actual truths, and living verities. his they
evinced, by pledging to each other their lives, their fortunes, and
their sacred honors. This they manifested, by an unswerving oppo--
sitien t6 injustice and oppression.

It was in accordance with the views of that great charter of Amer-
ican freedom, that they framed the constitution of the country. Set-
ting aside the stale primogenital fallacies of the blopd-dyed political
institutions of the olg world ; repudiating the unnatural assumptions
of the feudal system, and exploding the aged and destructive sophism
of natural inequalities in the family of man, they clung with undying
tenacity to the connedting chain that runs through the whole mighty
mass of humanity, recognised the common sympathies and wants of
the race, and framed a political edifice of such a nature and character
as was congenial with the natural and jindestructible principles of
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man, and as was adapted to secure to all under its broad Ae1s, the
purest liberty God ever conferred upon him.

That Declaration, and that Constitution, we think, may be consid-
ered as more felly developing: the primary ideas of Ameriean repub-
licanism, than any other documedts. In these, individuals are re-
garded distinctly and respectively—each and every one as men, fully
capacitated by the Creator, for government and progressive advance-
ment—which capacities, in a natural exercise, are not to be inter-
fered-with by government. ,

Republicanism, in these two documents, has an eye to, individual
freedom, without lets or hindrances. In her operations, she is im-

partial. She regards man—all men; and is indifferent to all arbi- -

trary and conventional consideratiens. This we deem to be the cha-
racter of the Declaration of Independence—and this, likewise, the
character of the Constitution, after which it was modelled. Repub-
lianism was to be the distinguishing féature in its operations.

The Constitution of our ‘own Statéy=as it sprung froru the clear

head and pure heart of that incomparable patriot, JOHN-JAY, in’

its preamble and several sections, was, in spirit, concordant with it.

- By this we mean, that although the qualifications for voting, in gene-.

ral, were higher than those prevailing at the present, yet the ground
of the suffrage enactment was not based upon national peculiarities,
or complexional distinctions. It said that any man possessed of such
and such qualifications, should be a political denizen of the State.
As the State advanced in age, intelligence, and population, aug-
mented in wealth, ax? extended in resources, the call went forth for
the extension of the franchise right. In accordance with the will of
the people, thus expressed, a convention was held in the city of Alba-
ny in 1821-2. ‘
 We beg that it may be remembered, that the convention was called
forthe purpose of extendingthe suffrageright. We would alsocall your
attention to the fact, that the votes by whic%x( many of the delegates were
elected to that convention, were cast by colored voters. And more
especially would we remind you, that during the proceedings of that
convention, in jts reports, addresses, &c., a peculiar deference is
ever paid to the republican features of- our common country,
and its democratic tendencies. Yet in that convention,” that

ortion of the citizens of the State whom we here represent, were -

shut out from an equal and common participation in the prerogatives
of citlzenship, in the operations of both State and National Govern-
ments, and thus. placed under the operation of laws and statutes with-
out-our agency, and to which we are subjected without acquiescence.
- We, the Colored Citizens of the State, in-Convention assembled,
~ representing 50,000 of the population, do ask your earnest attention.
. your deep reflection, your unbiased and conscientious judgment in

this matter. We ask you, as a matter in which you are deeply con-
cerned, to come forward and restore the fountains of political justice

N



f‘/ - 8, ' SR
in this State to their pristine purity.\\W e ask you to secure to us.’
our political rights. We call upon you to return to the puie
faith of your republican fathers. We lift up our voices for the re-"
stored spirit oF the first days of the republic—for the great princi-
ples that then maintained, and that regard for man which revered the
characteristic features of his natuge, as of more honor and worth than
the form and color of the body in which they dwell. o

For no vested rights, fer no peculiar privileges, for no extraordi-
nary prerogatives, do we ask. We merely put forth our appeal for
a republican birthright. We wish to be something more than politi-
cal serfs and slaves. We fully believe in the fundamental doctrines: |
set forth in the Declaration of Independence. We acquiesce in the
sentiment that ‘“ governments derive their just powers from the con-
sent of the governed.” And we say it is injustice of the most ag-
grieved character, éither to deprive us of a just and legitimate parti-
cipation in the rights of the State, or to make us bear the burdens,
and submit to its enactments, when all its arrangements; plans, and -
purﬁoses, are framed and put into operation utterly regar'cﬁess of us,
1n their incipient state, than if we were nonentities ; but which, in
their practical operation, act upon us with destructive tendency, eat
away our soul, and destroy our life. 'We ask for a living manifesta-
tion of belief in the above doctrine: we know already too much of "+
its dead letter. - ' ‘ :

Fellow citizens | the Colored Citizens of this State, through us,
their representatives, respectfully and earnestly ask at your hands,
the speedy adoption of such plans, and the formatiod of such mea- -
sures, as may soon lead to the eraslire of the odious proscriptive -
act of which we complain—we secured an equal suffrage, and the

- State freed from a stain upon its character.
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