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THE MEETING. 

At a meeting of Colored Citizens, fa,vorable to a call for a Sta~e Co_nvention, 
held in the city of New-York, May 29th, 1840, C. B. Ray 1n. the chair, and C. 
L. Reason, Secretary, the follo\\'.ing resolutions were unanimously adopted: "' 

Resolved, That a Convention of the colored people of the State of New 
Y urk b'e invited to assemble at Albany on the third Tuesday in August, to 
co11sider their political condition, and to arlopt such measures as will be cal­
culated to remove. their disabilities, and that a call be issued to that effect. 

Resolved, That Charles B. Ray, John J. Zuille, Theo. S. Wright, Charles 
L. Reason, and Timothy ~eama.u, be a committee to prepare a call in the spi­
rit uf the above resolution, and also to correspond with gentlemen in other 
plact.s throughout the State,· to interest them in the object of the Convention. 

! • • 

A CALL . . . ~ 
FOR A CONVENTION OF THE COLORED INHABITA!CTS OF THE 8TATE OF NEW YORK. 

Fellow citizens,-We issue this call, to invite you to attend a State Con­
vention, to.be held in the city of Albany on Tuesday, the 18th day of August 
next. · ' 

The primary object we have, in in\;iting you to as.semble, is, to take into 
consideration the political condition of our people in this State, -and to adopt 
such measures as can be simultaneously 1iarried out ·b'y our brethren in every 
section of the State,. to obtain a relief from those political disabilities under 
which we labor. ' · · ( 

The principal legal d_isahility which affects ·µs. is, our deprivation of the 
free exercise; in common \&lith o~hcr men, of the elective l)-anchi~e. A free 
suffrage is the basis of a free government, the safeguard of a "free people, the 
strength of the strong, the defence of the we;ik, a powerful auxiliary to re-

. epectability, wealth, and usefulness; and just in · proportion ·as men are de­
prived of this, they are shorn of their strength, and are subject to poverty, dis· 
grace, and abuse. . · 

We are convinced, fellow citizens, that not only our political, but our de­
pressed condition in all other respects in the State, owes itself, not in the least 
sense, to the fact that we are politically weak, not possessing the ~nrestricted 
use of the elective franchise. The body politfo see inns, therefore, no favors 
to court. and nothing to fear. It is to them a matter of no coneern, whannay 
be the abuses we suffer, or how unhappy our condition. 

You are aware, that ',fhile,other citizens have a free and unrestricted use 
of the elective franchise, a property qualification is required on our part, in 
order for 118 to exercise thi~ right, 80 important to a free people, and wi·thout 
which, a man cannot be considered, in a democratic sense, a freeman. This 
iilvid ·ous requisition to the exercise of ·a birth-right privilege, weakens our. 
standing as citizens of the State, and subject.s us to all the consequent incon· 
veniences. It alsQ degrades our populat_ion, because it virtually !owe.rs us in 
the scale of humanity, and reflects disparagi ngl}' upon our character~ To seek 
a removal of this radical evil, is th~ o_bject of calling you together in con­
vention. 

. . 
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There has been no time so fa\to hle for us to meet for the• above object1 
as thf! present season. There is e i~eritly a redeeming spirit abroad ir1 our 
State-an increasing disposition to stand by, and defend the weak against the 
strong, ·as the noble acts of the l,iegislature regardin·g out protection as citi· 
zens, clearly indiCate. Ought wi: not, then, to avail ourselves of t9is favora­
ble indication, and come togethe to take' some decisive measures to lay be­
fore the next Legislature our gri vances, with a·view to produce further action 
on their part, for ,our political d\ enthralment 1 ' 

To facilitate the business of the Convent~on, it will be necessary that state­
ments setting forth the legal and oth~r disabilitie.s of our people in . difforent 
parts of the State, ·be presented at the Convention . . To further this object, 
we invite all who expect .to be present, to co·llect such statements, and also 
statisticlll accounts of the QfOperty, real and personal1 public buildings,_ .)Vith 
their value, &c., ·owned bi our people, and the condition of the people in 
morals, as ·compared with former times. . ' . 

We therefore .urge upon colored men in all sections of the State-men in 
all circumstances-:-if you pos~ss self-respe'ct, if} ou love lil:ierty, jf .... you. ap-­
preciate y~ur own ~ghts, if you ~i~h for political a_nd moral elevation. if you 
have any mtere13t m the prosperity of our pedple, if you have any regard for 
the welfare of your children, for the welfare of the State and of the na-
tion, to assemble at Albany ~ the 18th of August next. ·. 

We call upon tpe farmer to leave for a while his harvesting, and repair to 
the assemblage of his brethren. .Let the mechanic leave lits workshop, to 
share the toils -of a general council. · Letthe laborer and the wor'k;ing man be 
seen, crowding the avenues that lead to the place of assemblage. Let-every 
portion of our great andgrpwing State, where livea a sin~le object of oppres- · ~· 
sion, be represented. We call upon.the people in every ciiy, town, and vil­
_lage to represent themselves"1"'that Convention. Let the ·.aged and the youth · 
;_all_.'111..;..be found at the above place, on that day. Come tip, fello~ citi- . 
zens, from Suffolk tQ Erie, from Clinton to Steuben, and lef' us engags toge-
ther in a common interest. !J -

The above call V)ras sign~d by upwards of one hundred persons, from dif· 
ferent pa.11$ of the~tate. 

& 
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... . PR'OCEEDINGS. 

\ . 

" Pursuant' to: the preceding call, issued to the Colored Citizen~ of 
this State, through the '• Colored A1ncrica{l," urging them toti asse~- ·· 
ble tlt .Alb&.I)Y iu convention on the 18th of August, to consider their · 

, politic~l conditio~, and to. adopt measures fol" tli~ir enfranchisement, 
th~. J.Iam.ilton street Baptist Church was throwr1 open at an .early 
hour on :ruesday morning o_f the above date , .and soon became the 
scene of the most spirited and sou)·st.irring meetings that hav:e ever 
enlis.ted the feelings or engaged the energ,ies of bur people in this 
or any other State. ' 

0

. · • 

At ten o'clock, about 40 delegates were assembled. 
. The Convention was ca'l.led to order by the Rev. Thttodore S. · 
Wright, of New York, who moved the appointment of Mr. Charles 
B. "Ray, N. Y ., as Chairman pro tern. , , · · 

On motion of Alexander Crummell, N. Y., Messrs . Charles S. 
Morton, of Albar.y, and Frederick Olney, of Ne.w York, were ap-
pointed Secretaries. , . · .. 

'Mr. Ray, in taking the chair, remarke~ 
"In taking the chair, gentleme~ or~nize the ~onvention, · I 

ccngratulate you, in formmg, this· ~~ing, the first ~ss~mblage of · 
our people of this State, (and perhaps of any other) .in the ca pa.city · 
of a STATE CoNVENT10~, to take into consideration the political 
disabilities under which our people of thj.s . Commonwealth are. la-
boring. . . _ ' 

:' Our' assembling together this morning, gentlemen, for the object 
before us, is practical evidence of. the d;arch of mind and improve­
ment among us, and the deep and increasing interest felt in our po­
litical; moral, and social elevation. . 

"We assemble together, gentlemen, for purposes the most noble 
and becoming. The objects before us lay aCthe foundation of our 
rights as meri, and of O':Jr u~efulness as citizens of the State in which 
we live, and they can but be concurred in and approved of, by 
men of honest and virtuous principles, of all classes and parties. 
We are here this morning, under great obligation. · · Great.responsi­
bilities re~t upon us. We represent the people generally with whom , 
we are identified, and are the delegated body of fifty thousand of our . 

,, . 
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bre~hren. scatt~red. thro~$out , this· grea\i and gr~wi~g ~tate. ' ·Th{, 
~usmess we are about to. enter upon, regaP.ds their mtere~t - equa.J:l.y 
as Ol\:f O\VIl. fl r _ • • ~ ~ 

~ " The business we shall_ ffansa~t 1n thi~ Converytion, and the spirit . 
in which ·we ·. ~hall~ransact that busineys, · w.~ll have an important ~ 
bearing upon ~ur people gener?-lly, and wil) tell, for gob,Q or for evil, · 
upon them. .For 'the , doings of· the Conv.enti_on, when completed., .. , 
)Vill be publis~d, , and sent bro.ad"cast ovet-1hc land, to come in :cpn­
t&'ct with every class ofmind-wtth men in higb1~ife and ' men in"l~w . 
life, and. in every condition m life, to be criticised ancj scrutinized, · 
and seeii· and r~d bf ·all.men. All eyes are QJ>Oll us, to scan our . 
a . ~ ~ l - ', > • 

01ngs. ..: ·, . "· ... .. ·. , , 
, "Tli_~ pp_~J~·~ng~ wjll, then, ._ in their. tende~ci~'s and"~earing µpon 
our veople, eit.B~r .elev-ate them· ll't'the vt'ew. of the public, or lower 
them 'in their estith\.tion. The.y will either. give them a :character, or 
becoi:ne a disgrace td us, as the character. of our business may be . 

. Let us remember, that we are riot affecting ou~selves alone, . hut di­
~ectly tl_ie fifty \housartd wboSt:<' delegate's· we ar~, and ihdirec,tl y, the 

~ three 1nil1ions.' scatt~.throughout our whole country. . , 
" We repeat it,, ge~lemen, that the b~sines~ we JShall h~re trans­

act, and the s'pifit in which we shall0 transact that business, . will tell, • · 
· for weal or for wo·e, uporr our peopl'e. Let us, the'n, in entering upon 

the duties before us, .·in view of the great responsibility we assume, 
, as the tepresentat,.ives of a maligned -people, and in view of th~ ten'- _ 

denci~s and l?e~r~ngs of our doings upon them, · enter upon these du­
ties in the spirit of Him· with ;whoi:n we have to do, and without 
whom we cl(n do rio\hing ; and continue · in all ,our deliberations to 

' cultivate tha~ spirit ; and that · we may b.e aided from above, and 
guided with wisdom from_ on high, through the , ge~sions of our 
meeting, I call upon the Rev. Bro. Raymond to address the throne 
9f grace·"'. . .. _, · ,..,

1 
· . \ 

. On 'motion of Rev. Theooore S. Wright" 
Resolved, That a Co.mmittee of three, consisting of James W. 

Duffin, of Geneva, Henry R. Crummell, and Michael Dougee of Ai­
bany, be•afpointed by_the chair, as a Standiqg Committee, , to make 

· out the rol of this Convention. Adopted. , 
On moti~n of Charles L. Reason, of..New York, . 
Resolved, That a Committee o{ four"be-·appointed; to sel~ct c,an­

didates for the regular officers of this Convention, the said · Commit .. 
tee ~to report forthwith. · Adopted . . 

- The following members were appointed by the chair : Alexander 
Crump'lell, Tlreodore S. Wright, of~; Y., James W. Dliffin, Gene--
va, and Samuel Stre.eter, of Albany. . ~ · . 

.. The Committee~ after retiring, reported the following gentlemen, · 
w~o were severallJi,qnanimously elected,,and took th~ir "seats as offi- ~. ' 
cers of the Convenlion~ · . • . , · ;, 

. t ,, ...... . . 
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_· .>··.·. AUSTIN~ STEWAR':, of Roche!St~r, President. 

- ~ 

.-' ... ~- ... . ' - I/. "(;:ft • 

· R1cHARD P.- G. WR·I.GH'I'., of Schenectady, J , , rP · 
.. JoHN T: RAYMOND, of Albany, . . .. Vice Presidents. j , 

WM. -P. JoHNsoN, of New York, ·· . · · 
' . - (:: . . 

-· CHARLES L. REASON, of N. Y., J 
.:'- ,. · · H~NRY ~H: GARNET, of Tr_py; Secretahes. 

\VM. H. Tot>~, of ~lbany,. 
· · Mr. Aastin Stewart, in. assuming his station , ~s President · 9f the 

Convention, IIlade the follo\\'<\ng brief; but approp1'iate .remarks : . 
11 I could have hopeck gentlemen, that some other person had been . 

called to act as President of this ~onventi.on ; buw.nas~uch a1'1t has 
pleased you to choose me to p~1s1de over your dehqerat10i:i ~ , and as I · 

· believe it to be the duty of every man .t~ do whatever he can to bene_. 
fit his people and to s.erve his 'co~mtry, with deference I yield to your, · 
request, 'and t~ank yon for_ th_e honor you have conferred upon me. 

" The~object o'f this Corfvention ~ of coiirse well known· to all ; 
for it was fully:set forth in the calJ whicht invited .us fogether. · Our · 
political ·rights have been wrested ·from us without any just ca~se. 
No· one can s~y that we ev~conspired to 1njnre a single interest_ of 
our country w~ile w~ _enjoyed .the elective franchise ; no one ean S!iY 
that we ev.~r cast a single vote tQ. the dctriment ,of the commonwealth. 
"!'her~ is nothing improper, pothing unj~sf; in tpe steps which we are 
about,'to· take. It is to be hoped \hat we have come fully deter­
min.ed to adopt ,&ome measures by whi~h we snall dbta-in the privi-
leges of cifrz;ens of the State of New York. · , . . . , · 
., "It' is necessary, gentl.e~en, 1hat I'sh,~rnld b.~your_ assistan~e, in 
order that a brothe~ly spmt may; be chenshed 1~ all th:rngs that may . 
be done. Let us aim to destroy every root ,of brt.temes$ tha~ may .. at:.. 
tempt to spring up among us .• · ' Let us come forward wiih warm 

. hearts, ahd a firm and steady determination to act like men, for the 
benefit of our people. If we but put our trust in God, we shall b~ 
able,· Chi:.ough His assistance, to -accomplish all things. . Our State 

~ . and· our cou.:My must be shown"' the shame and disgrace that now 
rest upon them. . - , · · -

" Our peqple compose an importapt portion o~ _the ci~izens of this , · 
.State, and of the: Umted States. They have mmgled with the whole . , 

. population
0
that have rolled from the sea coast to the Rocky Moun-

., tains. And although we have bee_n abused and hated-notwithstand-
ing wave after wave of the foulest injustice has passed ove~ us- s'till , 
w~ love our country, and shall cease. to love 'it only· when the l~st. · 

, ray of hope shall. sink in dark:pess. '· ''But may God grant that such a 
day~ may he far distant. Let us hope that the laws. and customs we 

. so s·everely .feel_ and so·tleeply deplore,.will soon be done. away;· Let 

' · 

· us, ge~tlenien, but~? our duty, and ._my woi:d for ·it, opposi~ioJt will 
soon. die, and be buned and fergotten. . . • , 
_ · "Tlien, br~thren, come up to the. work of dufY, feaijng nothing and 
antic!iP.ating mujt,; for Gem, who lead& the armies of the skies, is our · 
leader~' ~ , · ~ . . . / . . ' ' 
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After the President had taken his' seat, and declared the Conven- · 
.tion open for regulai; business, it was, on motion of .Charl~ B. Ray, 

Resolved, That aU persons favorable to the call for this Conven- . 
tion, and who h~ve come under that caJl to deliberate in the.doings ~f 

; these meetings, be· requested to hand in th~ir names to the Stamling 
• Comqiittee, as oelegates .to this Convention. Adopted. ' -

_ Resolved, That a ~omtnittee of tw~, consisting- of Charles L. 
Reason, of New York, and Rev~ Eli N. Hall, of .Al~any, be appoint­
ed to draft rules for the government of this Convention: 

Res9lved, That a Committee oCten he appoirrted, to suggest, _ 
in a becoming form, business for this Convention. Adopted. 

The following gentlemen were appointed , as· the Busine~s, Com.: 
mittee : . . ,_ · . 'IP , 

CHARLES B. RAY, of New York, Chairman. 
JAMES W. DuFFIN, Geneva. 
CHA~LES S. MoRTON, Albany. ' 

r - ELIMUS· s. RODGERS, White~boro. 
JOHN_ W. ~NDELL, Schenectady. . 
ARMi!TRONG ARCHER, Williamsburg!L 
T-uEo~·$ S. \XRIGH,T, New York. 

·, PATRI H.~B1,fAsoN, ' ~" 
. FRED~RI 'K 0LtmY' . . '·'' 

GEoRGB.BM;TIMORE, Troy .. 
• AaNER H.pANc1s, Buff al~. 

After adppting these pr.eliminary arrangements, at 12 o~clock the 
Convention adjourned, to meet at 2 o'clock P. M. 

t ,; 

.• 

Tuesday Afterndon. The Convention a~sembled as per adjourn- • 
meut, and was opened with prayer by the Rev. Eli N. Hall, Albany. 

The Committee on Rules submitted the following report, which, 
on motion, wait as a whole adopted. , . 

. _ RULES. 
1. Upon the appearance of a q'!orum, the President shall .take the ... 

chair, and the Convention be called to order. ' 
2. The Minutes of the.preceding ~essi?n s.hal~ be re~ -at t~e com'~ 

menc,ment of each meeting; at wluch tnu~ Inlstakes, i( any, shall 
be corrected. ' . 

· · ;, 3. The President shall decide all questions of order, subject to an 
.... appeal, t~.,the". Cenvention. . . · ~ - . . . . 

4'. All motions and.addresses shall be madtrl&'4b4 Pres1~ent, the 
" · member risin~ frotn his seat. · 
. '5 . ..All motions (except those of reference,) .shall be submitted in 

writing. · · 

~r~Franci11, of Buff:lo. no\ b~i~r · present when the appointnient1 were m~de, was 
aubllqu~nnly · placed on the Commttt~e. . · 
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6. All committc~s shall be nominated by the President, unless 
otherwise orderecl by the Convention .. 

7. 'Phe rrevio~s question shall be always in prder, and, until de­
cided, shal preciude all amendment and debate of the main question, 
and shall be put in this form, " Shall the main question be now put?,, 

·8. No member shall be interrhpted while speaking, except when 
out ·of order-when he shall be called to order by or through the 

· · President. 
9. A ·motion to adjourn shall be always in order, and shall be de-

cided without debate. · 
10. No member shall speak more than twice on the same question 

without leave, or over fifteen minutes at each time. 
11. No motion shall be reconsidered during the same session at . 

which it is passed. · · 
· · 12. No resolution (except of reference) shall be offered to the Con­

vention, except it come through the Business Committee. 
13. The sessions of the Gonvention shall commence at 9 o'clock in 

the morning, and 2 in the afternoon. -c 

CHARLES L. REASON, t c 'tte 
ELI N. H.uL, ~ omml e. 

The Committee on the Roll reported · the following list, as the 
names of those who came to participate in the doings of the Con­
vention. 

The roll here given, stands as the one subst!quently completed and 
used by the Convention. • - · 

NEW YORK. 
·Rev. Theo. S. Wright, 
Charles ~Ray, , 

. Charles L. Reason, 
,Alexander Crummell, 
Frederick Olney, 
'Henry Williams, 
Patrick H. Reason, 
Wm. R. Thompson, 
Jeffrey y an Cbef, 
J. H. Bishop, 

.John M. Dolan, 
Wm. P-. Johnson, 
Thomas Jefferson. 

• POUGHKEEPSIE. 
· ~,Rev. John N. Mars, 
- Uriah Benton. 

2 

ROLL. 
HUDSON. 

Tunis Blake, 
James Parkman, 
Lloyd Tillman, 
J. Stay, . . 
William Van AlatyM, 
C. Osterhout, 
Wtn. H. Parker,_ 

' Solomon Groomer, 
P. Green. -

A.LB.UIY •• 
Rev. John T. Raymo.a.d, 
Eli N. Hall, 
Charles S. Morton • 

. William H. Topp, . 
David Th.Qmas, · 
Midlael Dan~; 



James F. Murray, 
Jacob Waldron, 
Primus Robinson, 

' F. Van Vranken, 
A. Johnson, 
Henry R. Crummell, 

. Jolm Springsteal, 
St~phen Myers, 
Richard Thompson, 
M. Thompson, 
William Johnson, . 
Henry Jackson, 
Williarp Queen, 

. Henry Johnson, 
· Samuel Streeter, 
James Baltimore, 
Nicholas Bogart, 
Oliver King, 
R. Springsteal, 
Benjamin Cutler, 
Hiram palton, 
John Tate, 
Adam Blake, 

,, . Eii Johnson, 
· H. Emery, · 

J. Lain. 

TROY. 
Alexander Theily-, 
William Rich, 
J. A. Hubbard, 
Francis Baker, 
Jacob Brown, 
Francis L. Allen, 
Ezekiel Geor(J'e, 
H. Highland Garnct1 
Samuel Jefferson, · 
Lewis Jones, 
George B. Moulton, 
George H. Baltimore, 
Prince Vameller, 
Rev. Robert Butler, 
William Garison, 
F. Thompson, . 
Anthony Scliuyler, · 
Clarence P. Seldon, 
Rev. George, Qa~~~~ · i. · 

10 

Abram Jackson, 
•James Gardner, 
Moses F. Van Leer, 
Daniel Jones, 
J. Woods, 
Jesse Prince. 

SCHENECTADY. 

R. P. G. Wright, 
Francis Simson, 
F. Jackson, 
J olm W nndell, 
Richard Sampson, 
Francis Dana, 
T. Harris, 
Moses Willcox, 
S. Barnes, 
G. Murray, 
M. Miner, 
Francis Thompson, 
J. Thompson, 
Francis La Tour, 
R. ~urray . . 

LANSING·BURGH . ~ 

Andrew Grant, 
Frisby Way, · 
John Jamieson; 
George Baker, 
cr~~les 8he'rmall', 
C1'filles Shim, 
Augustus Gifford, 
Thomas Van Brankes, 
George Lansen, ·. " 
John Johnson, 
Daniel Oliver. 

UTICA. 
Benjamin Anderson, 
George C. Brown, 
J ermanus Loguen, 
Joseph C. Pankes. 

WHlTESB0'10t!GH. 

. Elimus P. Rogers, 
· John M. Briokens. 

•• . f .. 



WATERVLIET. 

M. La Tour Lapanier, 
J. Adams. 

SYRAC·USE. 

John ChestGr, 
Ambrose Dunbar. 

GENEVA. 

James W. Duffin. 

ITHICA. 

Henry Jackson. 

WHITEHALL. 

J olm Watson. 

ROCHESTER. 

Rev. Thomas James, 
Austin Stewart, 
F. Payne, 
Rev. James Sharp. 

11 

BROOKLYN. 

Augustus Washin'gton. 

. JAMA.IC.\, L. I. 

Samuel V. Berry. 

FLUSHING, L. I . .. 

Edward M. Africanus. 

ORANGE • 

.1.ohn Van Huesen. 

GREENBUSH. 

John Brown. 

BUFFALO. 

Abner H. Francis. 

WEST TROY. 

York La Tour. 

WILLIAMSBURG II. 

Rey. Armstrong Archer. 
Willis Hodges. 

The Busine,s Committee reported by their chairman the folLow­
incr preamble and resolutions. 

Whereas, we have assembled togeth~r here in convention, to de· 
vise means, and deliberately to act, and to call upon all who are wil­
ling, to assist us in acting, that we may remove that proscriptive 
clause in our State Constitution, contained in these words: "No man 
of color, unless he shall have been for three years a citizen of this 
State, and for one year next preceding any elec~ion, shall be seized 
and possessed of a freebolsi estate of the value of two hundred and 
fifty dollars, over and above all debts and' incumbrances charged 
thereon, and shall have been actually rated and paid a tax thereon, 
shall be entitled to vote at any such election"- we think it our place 
here to declare, that we hold all di3tinctions bet~n native-born 
citizens growing ont of complexion, as unjust-no~ because it' re­
stricts us socially with respect to the rest of the community, but be­
cause it unwarrantably withholds rights inherent to us as men, ·and 
farther guaranteed by the noble charter of our country's liberty ; it 

, therefore becomes us, as the objects of this proscription, directly· t-0 
state the ground of our grievances, to protest against the unrighteous 
discximination, and to appeal to" the reason, and nobler sentiments of 
the pqwer-holding m11jority, for its peaceable but thoro~gh over-
throw :-. therefore he it · 

Resolved, Thal all laws established for human · government, and 
all sytstems of whatever kind, founde,d in the spirit of complexional 



" 
cast, i;Lre in violation of the fundamental principles of divine law, evil 
n their tendencies, and should therefore be ~ffectually destroyed. 

Resolved, ·'fhat the toleration of complexional difference in the 
State of New York, is a stain upon its Constitution, and attaches it 
to the great system·of oppreBBion in the lapd, 80 vital to Our natipnaJ 
character---since it is . upheld not only in direct opposition to the 
common rights of humanity, but also runs counter to those very' po­
litical 'Pfinciples asserted by the framers of our republican govern­
ment. 

Resolved, That.the Ac\ of the Convention of 1821, which amend­
ed the· State Constitution so as to extend the right of suffrage to one 
porti~n of the citizens o~ the ~late, unrestricted, .and dem'and. for .it& . 
exercise a :property-q~ab~cat10n ~f anot~er . portion, was a v1olatJOn 
of everv prmc1ple of JUIK\ce, ant1-repubhcan, and repugnant to the 
assertion of man's equality; upon which our government is founded. · · · 

. Resolved, That the discrimination introduced by the adoption of 
the above-mentioned article, was a -violation of justice, because it de­
prived us of those rights which should have been enjoyed in common 
by- all native-burn citizens; because it guaranteed to foreigners na­
·'turatized, advantages over denizens of the soil ·; because it oppressed 
those who fought and bled for their country's freedom, and thereby 
were entitled to the unrestricted enjoyment of its political institu­
tions. 
·. Rest'lved, That we look upon it as anti-republican, and repugnant 
to the assertion of man's equality. upon which our government is 
founded ; first, because 45,000 of the inhabitants of this State are 
excluded from the basis of representation; l;lD'l ' secondly, because \~, 
the proscription merely on account of color de~es the ~e?la~ation that 
"all men are created free and equal," results m the hm1tat10n of our 
liberties, aml consequently in the curtailment· oi our means of " pur-
suing happiness." 

Resolved, That the exclusion of colored men from a free exercise 
o.f ,the elective franchise, g~ve a falsity to the high ground .w~ich the · 
~tale had taken ~n the sub1ect of sla~ery, tore down.the pnnc1ples of -
its own profession, and was an evidence to slaveholders of their 
tri';tmph, degrading to a 8tate calling itself free, and holding liberal : 
prmc1pJes. , . . . _ 

Resolv~, ~fhat we hold the .elective franchise as a mighty leve!'I" 
·for elevating m the scale .of society any people, and feel sensible that 
without it, WE are hut nominally free, the vital means of our improve­
ment being pmalyzed ; we do therefore believe it obligawry upon 

. us, and do hereby pledge ourselves to each other, to use . all JUst 
means in our ·po1Ver, by devoting a portion' of our time, talent, and 
1ub1tance, ·io agitate this question, until we obtain a restoraiiOn of 
this inestimable boon. · 

Resolved, ·That a Committee of tluee be appointed to dra'Y\ip nn 
address to our people, setting forth our duties in relation to the fore-
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going resolution, 'and to the cause of human rights in general. 
Resolved, That the ·Committec consist of Henry H. Garnet, C. 

B. R!ly, and Theodore S. Wright. · " . 
Resolved, That the government of our country having maoe pr.o­

visi9n for those aggrieved, to petition for a redress of grievance8 ; 
and we, the people of co_lo~ .in th1s State, be~ng sorely aggrie.ved by 
that claus~ of th~ Const1tut1on, heretofore cited, which depr1ve8 us · 
of the right of suffrage upon a property·:qualification ; we do there­
fore call upon our people throughout the State, e.-ttensively to peti .. 
tion the Legislature on this subject. . ~ . 

Resolved, That a Committee of three be appointed to report on 
the above resolution. · 'l> 

Alexan~er Crummell, J. W. Duffin, and,; Rev. ~ · NJtarrs~ ~ere · 
the committee. . . 1;,.: · ,. ..... -,,. , · 

On motion, Resolved, J'hat .a ~ornrnitt . . · .. ~ ~ ap,pointed to 
collect from the delegates statistics of our ·. . . ·· . - '.~ :~:-

Resolved; That Abner H. Francis, Mic 11.e .~ · oogee·~ :-ahd Uriah 
Boston; be said Committee. '- · ' .. _ 

Re~olved, That a Committee of three be appointed on. incidental 
cxpenditnres.-Rev. Thomas, James, Rev. John Chester, and Henry 
R. Crummell, were appointed. · 

Resolved, That a: Committee of t\free be appointed on Printing. 
-It wae made up of P. H. Reason, C. B. Ray, and A. Crummell. 

Resolved, That H. H. Garnett, E. P. Rodgers, and Rev. Eti N. 
Hall, be a Committee to draft resolutions and appoint public speak-
ers for a meeting this evening. Adjourned. . 

Wednesday Morning, Aug. 19. The Convention met at the ape 
po_inted hour, and was opened with prayer by the Rev. James Sharp. 
of Rochester~ The minutes of the preceaing meeting were read and 
approved. . . 

On motion, Resolved, That the Convention go into a committee .· 
·of t~1e .whole, this afternoon, immediately . upoi} organizing, to hear • 
stat1st1cal statements from the delegates. · 

Resolved, 'f.hal a committee of six be _!lppoiuted to draw up an ad­
d~~lis to the people of the State of New York, upon the/oliucal con­
d1t10n of our people. Adopted.-A. CrummeJl~ .Rev. . Sharp, T. 
S. Wright, P.H. Reason, C. B. Ray, and C. L. Reason we.re ap-
pointed that committee. . " 

On motion, Resolved, That a committee of tw9 be appointed ~ '° 
draft a form of petition, praying to the next Legjslaiure for the right 

.~ 
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of.•utfrage; lhe; said petition to be signed by the President, Vi"ce 
P,resjden&a, and Secretaries, . as well as the entire delegalion assem- · 
bled here in behalf of the colo1ed people in this State. >. 

Resolved, 'fhat P.H. Reason and A. Crummell 'be the committee. 
The following. resolution was then submitted : . 
Resolved, That inasmuch as the possession of a freehold estate to 

the amount of •200, secures to us the elective franchise, we do tpCTe­
fore strongly recommend. to. our people throughout the State to be­
come pos!f!&80I8 of the soil, masmuch as that not only elevates them 
to the rights Qf freemen, but increases the political power in the 
State~ favor of our political and social eleyation. 

A very spirited debate arose on this resolution, owing to the excep­
tiOJ) iaken to that part of it which asserted that the obtainment of a 
certain amount o( pr_operty "elev_ates us to the rights of freemen." 
The resolution was supported in the 31ffi.rmative by C. B. f-lay, T. 8. 
Wright, E. P. Rodgers, chiefly, and opposed by H. H. Garnet, U. 
Boston, A. Crummell, and olbcrs. The discussion on the resolution 
continued till near the close of the session, when Mr. Ray introduced 
an amendment, which was as strongly opposed, owing to its contain­
ing, as wa.s ~ontended, the same objectionable feature as the origi­
nal resolution. While yet the question was pending, the Convention 
adjourned at half-past 12 o'clock. 

Wednesday Afternoon. The Convention opened at 2 o'clock 
with pray~r by the Rev. J. N. Marg, ·of Poughkeepsie. 

Tlie Mmutes were read and approved. · · 
The Convention went into a committee of the whole, to receive 

statistical statements; Austin Stewart ,, in the chair. A number of 
very importarit facts respecting the real and p~rsonal estate owned in 
the represented places and their vicinities-the state of schools, 
churcnes, &c. were made known-statistfo~ of many places removed 
from the seats of representation, wei;,e -communicated ·by delegates 
who had made it their duty t<? pr.ocure: such general infoi:mation. 
The ~ommit~ee sa~ in very p~e'\tfl\fmeeting for one hour and f~rty­
fiv~ mmutes, wh~n it rose and:dlbttecl pro~e~s, . . the facts obtained 
bemg handed over to the Com~e on Stat16t1cs, to be kept by them 
for the further use bf the Committee on the Address. . 

Mr: Ray's amendment, which was under consideration at "me close 
o~ the mom~~ sessio,n, was c~ed up, and after some further discus­
sion, was laid''indefin1tely upon the table. 
· ·On mt>titin, Resolved, . That a committee · of eight, one from each 
se~:atorial , district, be appointed by the house, to form plans and sµg­
~stib'tis, by which we can effectually and harmoniously proceed· 
in o~. future- effc>rts to obtain 'lhe' rigbt of suffrage. · · 



·. \ 

15 

Resolved, That P.H. Reason, U. Bo!ton, Wm. H. Topp, E. P. 
Rogers, A.H. Francis, A. Dunbar, J. Sharp, and James W. Duffin, 
he that committee. 

The Committee appointed on Wednesday morning to report a form 
of petition for the special · signatures of the Convention, reported 
through P. H. Reason, chairman, the following, which was adopted . . 

FORM OF PETITION. 

The State Convention of colored citizens, a'ssembled at Albany, 
·August 18th, 19th, and 20th, to consider their political condition, , m 
behalf of their brethren throughout the State, would respectfully 
represent: ' · . · : 

That, although by the nature of the government we are· taught that· 
an equality, not of property or favor, but of rights, is the firmest ,, 
foundation of liberty, and that on which democracy is founded-yet,t 
by .Art. II. Sec. J, Revised State Constitution, . a distinction '-i:iade 
with regard to them of tlae most grievous nature-which, \V)il~~t . 
acknowledges ihem as titizens, denies them the rights which ·all 
others possess, as attached to that honorable appellation. . 

They would submit it to your honorable body, whether it can be 
for the benefit of the community, that a part should ,be depressed 
and degraded ; whether humanity and ' policy do not alike suggest 

. the propriety of elevating the character of the humblest lnembers of 
the State, by not debarring them from the most e1Jltient ir-.trument 
of their ·e]evation simply on account of co~plexional differer}ce. 

In view, therefore, of the injustice and levelling policy -0f .this act, 
they would respectfully ask, that by an amendment, the en1oyment 
of equal political rights and privileges may be extended to all ~e 
citizens of the State. They would ask; as natives, that the same po­
litical privileges may be extended to them as to foreignen. In fine, 
they would respectfully pray for th,e abolition of \hat part of the , 
State Constitution which imposes upon them unequallyaproperty-qua-
lification for the _use' of the franchise. Signed, &c. 

The Committee-appointed on Wednesday morning to draw up cer­
tain instructions or recommendations to the people on petitioning, ia 
behalf of the Convention, submitted through the chairman, Al6Xander 
Crummell, t~e following : , , · .- · 

The committee on the resolution which has reference to petition~ 
0

, - , 

ing, would beg l~ave most respectfully to ·· · · 
., . · REPORT. _ 

Prayer is one of the e~liest and most spontaneous of all human 
exercises. Man is a cfeatur,., of wants, wliich are ever presented in 
continuous succession. • From his imperfect. and dependent nature, 
petitionary _addre.sses are ever attenrlant upon him, from the dawh of 
existence to .the last ~low ,lipg~ring<Je~nt~ ,,;p~ of life . .:: ..... 

-~·. . -~ 
' 

· r" · 
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In \his feature of human character, m~ meets wi1h sympathy and 
imitruction in-entire universal being. In propo$on t.o. ihe extent of 
want, and the intensenesB of desire, so is the depth and fervor of the pe­
tition, the earnestness of its tone, and the frequency of its presentation. 

The colored people of this State, are, from the non-possession of 
th.e right .of sud'rage, the proscribed class. 'fhis proscription is the' 
fountain Marah, from whence proceed those bitter waters that run 
through all the various raMifications. of society, connecting themselves 
with all our relati<ms, tainting and embitte1ing the fresh streams of 
existence in their pure and healthy flow. The consciousness of want 
m this matter, is deep, strong, and universal-and 80 should the 
~ression of it be. 

The mode of giving an adequate and natural development of the 
sense of wrong and want, is for the aggrieved class in a communi­
ty,. wher-e r_igllt.s have been wrested from them, to appeal to the 
oett8;r principles, the fundamental sentiments of our common hu­
manity, and make a continual and earnest entreaty for their restoration. 

In making such ap.peals aµd .entreaties, we have much to expect. -
Oppn:ssion, prej~dice, and jnjustice, although they have mad~ sad 
and di.re work w1ih man's b"etter nature ; altho1lgh they have wither­
ed many of the beat aft'ections and noble sentiments of the human 
heart, and impaired much of the clearness of man's mental vision and 
the moral. ~auty of his spiritual nature ; yet Reason is not whblly 
deatroyed ; the lpl&ge of Gud is nbt yet entirely effaced from the na­
ture of man. There are yet remaining to him, hi$'h sentiments, and 
~e sympathies, and deep-laid principles, which create a · fellow 
le~ between man and man-which constitute a bond .connecting 
an& bmding together the hear~ of universal humanity. The principle 
of rectiiude is aa lf.lliversal among men as the light of the sun. 
Conscience, well described as · 

+ ' 
"God'• molt i9timatt presence in the eoul, 

Alll4 hia moet perfect.image in the woda," 

atil! remains exe.rting her power over the th9ughts, and word1J, and 
a~t1ons ,of men. -'.r · 

To these ~entl1Dents we can yet appeal. From our own human 
con.sciousoees can we make our most earnest and effectual entreaties 

· to cnlr- fellow men in power. Such an appeal cannot but he heard. 
It will receive deference from its very nature" It will bring forth 
l)DpatAJ, ·~ reason of the source frem whence it proceeds. It will 
meet with favor, from being in aceordance with the eJ>!rit of the 
age. It will command respec;t, from its consonance with universal · 
justice. ]t will 1ecure its success and triumph, from the light of rea­
son,_"~ prhJciples of<?hristianity, and the dictates of living and ~r­
nal tight. 'The Co1DJD1ttee woul{l therefore recommend the followmg 
reaolutiona : · . . · · 

'lteeol"4.. ~it is • solemn dw.y of the .fiee coloxed ~ m 
·City, fOlrD, wtage, ·ad. baailot; cOniiauaily :ucI camea\fy Tc> its-

". . " .. .. 
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TITION the Legislature for an equal and 'impartial exercise of the 
·elective franchise, until they effect a consummation of their desires, 

Resolved, That the petition which has been used in various places 
in the State, and copies of which we .have at hand, be recommended 
to our people for the purpose ofpetitioning. 

Respectfully submitted, ALEX. CRUMMEI,L, Ch'n. 

JAMES W. DuFFIN; t Committee. 
REV. J. N. MARS, ~ 

The Business Committee-reported the -following resolution : 
On motion, R_csolved, That the report of the Committee be ac. 

cepted and adopted. 
On motion, Resolved, That we recommend to our people to be .. 

come possessors of the soil within the limit~ of this State, if possible; 
as a means to their becoming more permanent residents, happier in 
their circumstances, and elevated in their condition, . , 
..J' Rhesol~1ed, That

1
in recominendi~g ourhpeop

1 
le to posshessCthem_sel~es ~ 

{]l t e soi , we no ess protest agamst t at c ause m t e onst1tut1on 
of the State, which requires a property .. qualification of us, in order 
to exercise the electi".'~ franchise-considering it wrong in principle, 
sapping the foundation of self.government, and contrary to all no. 
tions of natural justice. . . 

Resolved, That each delegate be assessed in the sum of 25 cents, 
to defray in part the expense of publishing the proceedings of this 
Convention, and that a committee of three be appointed to at~ 
tend to this business forthwith. 

Henry R. Crummell, U. Boston, and J. W. Loguen, were appoint. 
ed the Committee, who occupied the rest of the session in perform .. 
ing the duty assigned, bringing in a report before adjournment, of 
$27 4 7 cts.., collected. , 

The Conventi,m adjourned at a quarter pa2t 5 o'c;ock. 

Thursday Morning, Aug. 20 . . The Convention opened at 9-
o'clock, with prayer h:r the Re~. Thomas James, of Rochester, The 
Minutes of the preceding meetmg were read and approved. 

The 1=Jusiness Committee reported the following resolutions : 
Resolved, That the i~ea c~n~ined in:.the Decldfitti?n of ln~epen. 

denco, that men should mher1t rights aside frotn accut · 1 circum­
stances ot ,factitious arrangements, is a sentiment set f Qt mere. 
ly in-that doC\ilJlen~, but one that is also consonant univ8t15ally wuh 
reason and revelation. . 

Resolv~d. !hat the fra~ers of th~ Sta~e Constitutio~1 in pra_cti· 
cally embodymg the pr~ciples contamed m the above resoluuon

1 
formed the government . of the State fundamentally republican; 

3 
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Resolved, That one of tl1y ~istinctive and peculiar features of re­
publicanism, is, that rights arc to be guaranteed and extended, with­

,out arbitrary or unnatural distinctions. 
·Resolved, Tha't'whenever in the administration of such a govern­

ment, a portion of its citizens are deprived (from any such invidious 
causes) of an equal participation of the privileges and prerogativ~s of 
citizenship, the princi;ples of i·cpublicanism are manifestly violated. 

Resolved, That to the non~possession of the electivt> :mnchise 
may be traced most of the degradation to which we, as a people, 
have been for years subjected, and is tPie fruitful sour ~e of unnum-
bered and unmitigated civil, literar)1, and religious wroi1gs. .-; 

Resol ve<l, That in proportion as vie are treated w •tb disrespect, 
contumely, and neglect, in our., political, literary, and tcclesiastical 
relations, from the Vv'ant of the elective franchise-so · would we 
command respect and influence in these different relations, by 
the possession of it. . 

Resolved, That there is great hope for the politically oppressed in 
thefr OWN exertions~ re!yi.ng upon the favor of heaven, and appealing 
to the just sentiments of those in political power. 

Resolved·, That , the way to obtain'rights that have been wrested 
from a depressed people, is, by the continual presentation of the first 
principles of political freedom, truth, and justice, accompanied by 
corresponding efforts on the pai·t of the proscribed. 

The following report was handed in by Patrick H. Reason, chair­
man of the committee : 

REPORT. 

The cornmiuee of eight, ?he from each senatorial district, appoi.nt­
ed to suggest a plan by which we can effectually and harmoniously 
proceed in our future efforts for the right of suffrage, respe,ct-
fully report the following resolutions :- ~~ _, 

1. Resolved, That a central committee of seven be appointed,, 
consisting of four members from Albany and three from Troy, whose 
duty it shall be to procure signatures to petitions, and to correspond 
with other committees throughout the State, appointed for the same 
purpose. 

2. Resolved, That a committee of five frqm each County in ihe 
State, except New York, where there shall be a committee of ten, 
be appointed in accordance with the last clause of the above reso­
Jution-said committe~s to be termed " County committees." 

3. Resolve~, Th~t. It shall be the duty of the Couuty committees 
to foJ'Ward their pet1t1ons, when prepared, to the Central Committee, 
postage paid, and at as early a date as possible; and the Chair~an 
of the Central Committee to· presf.nt the same in person to some 
member or committee of tlw"\ Legislat11re. ' · 



19 

The Committee would recommend·that the house go immediately 
into a committee of the whole, to appoint, the several County com-
mittees. . Respectfully submitted, . 

, PATRICK H. HEASON, I 
URI AH Bos TON, I 
WILLIAM FL To PP, , I 
ELI~rns P. RoaER5, l Committee. 
ABNER H. FRANCIS, ( 

A11rnrros~ DuNBAR, I 
J .\lllE:S t5IIARP, 

J ,~MES \V. DUFFIN. ) 

On motion~ Resol"'cd, That the report of the Committee be accepted. 
Resolved, That the first r~solution of ·the committee be adopted. 
Resolved, That the Central Committee of seven 'consist of the 

following members: H. H. Garnet, Troy, chairman; .C. S. Morton, 
M. Dougee, Joh11 P. Anthony, S. Myers, Albany; G. H. Ballimore, 
and Daniel Jones, of Troy. . ' 

Resolved, That wc go immed'iately into a committee of the 
whole, to appoint County committees. 

The Convention went into a committee of the '"'hole ; R. P. G. 
Wright in the chair. . _ , 

The followirw are the county committ~es, as appointed : 
Albany Co., C. S. Morton, I-1. R. Crummell. F. G . .Murray; lVasli­

ington Co., J. Harris. Whitehall; Otsego Co., H. Granger, Coopers 
Town; On~ida Co., \V. D. An '.icrson, Ctica; Jlladison Co., S. R. 
\Vard, ·Peterboro; Onondaga Co., A. Dunb1r, Syracuse; J. Chester, 
do.; S ch'e1iectady Co., H. P. (}. \\-.,.right, Schenecta<ly; Tioga 
Co. L. J ohn:>on, Uw0'.So; Tampl-.ins Co., ll. Jackson, Ithica; Her­
kimer Co., W. Johnson, Little Falls; Living:-iton Co., J. Crawford, 
Genc~co, C. l\kGayner; S eneca Co., T. James, Sr.neca Falls; Jef­
ferson Co., J. Terrill, Sacketts Harb<?r; Ontario Co., J. \V. Duffin, 
Genev(\, D. II. Ray; Monroe Co., A. St-:-.~·art, Rochester; Erie Co., 
A,.1:1. Francis, Buffalo, George Ware; 8.?1t.!1en Co.,S. \Vatkins, Bath, 
J.,. Platt; Allegany Co:, 1-, P.ete1"!" .Jn, Scio, I. Hough, Friendship; 
lVayne Co., P . B. Lee, ~almyra, \Vm. Bristol; Orleans Co., R. 

'Gardner, Medina; Nia.gara Co., J. Morgan, Lockport, N. Blount, 
do.; Oswego Co .. J.E. Grant. Oswego; Cortland Co., Wm. Sim­
mons, Vilfage; Broome CfJ., C. Sprncc, Binghampton; Kings Co., 
B.Croger, Brooklyn, A. \Vashington, do.; Queens Co., 8. V. Berry, · 
Jamaica, E. M. Africanus, Flushing; !'few York Co., J. J. Zuille, 
G. Lawrence, sen., F. Olney, C. L. Re1son, C. B. Ray,p. H.Rea­
son, A. Elston, J. Fields, T. Seam:m, W. P. Johnson,' New York ; 
Westc~ester . Co., J. Dungee, Sing Si11g; Ordnge Co., J. Vii.n1Hue- " 

-sen, S. Hunter; Duchess Co., U. Boston. Poughkeepsie, N. H. Si­
mons, do., J. N;. Mars, do.; Ulster Co., ~r . Harley, Kingston; 
Greene Cl>.; M. Cross, Catts~ill; ~-2 Rennselaer Co., \Vm. Rich, 
Troy, J. A. Furbord, do. · 

I 
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On motion, Resolved, That the third resolution of the Committee 

be adopted. . 
Resolved, That the Committee be discharged, wi1h thanks_. 

6 . Mr. Henry H. Garnet, as chair~an of the Con~mittee on the Ad­
- flie15s to the Colored People, subrmtted. the follow mg 

REPORT. 
"Hereditary bondsmen, kn~w ye not, ". 

Who would be free, themsel".eB muat strike the blo\\Y ' 

BREtHREN,-The. Convention has been held. . The sentiments 
_and determination of our people a~:e before the public. We have 
taken ou\' pd'sition. You. are npw called upon for exertions of such 
strength and peculiarity of character as nevet before di:-;tinguished 
the colored people· of this State-exertions in be!1alf of one m the 
most cherished and precious rights of fre_emen. 

The mind of our people is fixe<l and determined i and ~he c'oursc .,, 
of events .an~ the arrangements of -His providence. make manifest the 
wm ·of God, that here on thie continent we are to remain; citizens of 
this repuolir., inhabitants of the soq, tili the latest periods of tin)e . 
H~~-- in what cond~tion shall we and our posterity·live here? We 
are not sati_sfied with our present condition in the State. If we look 
into the .past, we behold nothing inviting there. ~~ e see nothing but 
"chains ·and 1>la~ery." Our lot, for the two last c enturies, has been 
oppression, of a severe and unmitigated character. From this state, 
we have been but a few years relieved. During this time, we have 
been working our way Yp, with steady perseverance, to respectabili· 
ty ai:id intelligence . .. Improvement and elevation~ then, for the fu .. 
ture1.is the universal sentiment ainong us. The rnan who is willing 
that we should remain in the sad and unfortunat.e circumstances in 
which we now are, is u"nworthy the exalted prhcileges of a freeman. 

It is the nature of man, and his destiny, to be ever progressive. In 
this "feature of character, we eympathise with the rest of our feUo·w .. 
creatures. We cannot escape from it. Society is all a1i ve about us. 
It is preuing onward toward higher exr.ellence, laying new plans for 

, increased social happiness, carrying out_ divers IQOde~ ~or a pqre~ ~nd 
more elevated, and more general enJD}rrrlent of civil and ·poht1cal 
right~ and prerogatives. 'The ~e.ep fo~ndation~ of politi.cal injl!s~ice 
are now ,bemg broken up. Political d1sfranch13ement 1s becoming 
more and more odiou&. Mankind, in the' mass, are putting forth just .. 
and reasonable ex~rtions for rights-are intent upon escaping from 
the slough;of political wrong, injustice, and oppression, in wbichtht>y 
have beeri kept from a free and healthy exercise of their best pow­
ers. And shall WE remain inactive ? ...... we, who have and 1-re now 
suffering so much from political wrong, from legal proscription! 

Colored. ~n of .New ·York! Are you willing that your people 
should lon~er constitute the pi:oscrib~d class ? Are: you willing ev~r 

·to be depnved of one of the dearest n~hts of freemen? Are you w1l-

: 

,' 
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li~g to. remain quie.tl}· and inactively, political slaYes? Are you wil~ 
ling ' to leave to your .children no better public inheritance than to be 
among the disfranchisfd-the po.litica]!y oppressed '? ,0 no ! And· 
let the mechanic at his tbil, ariswer No ! and . those who ply the broad 
rivers and noble . lakes, answer No! and the farmer, ·amid the rich 
fieltls and abundant h,arvests of the \Vest, let him answer No ! and 
those , who live in the 1inland towns, on t~e rivers,. OIJ.r farming breth:.. 
ren of Long Island, and the ·thousands who throng the crowded city ; 
from ~I~ .these, ~t the unive1:sal, una~imous_ reply come, ~o ! Let 
the opm1on of the people, of all age6, mall c1rci.lmstances, m all rela­
tions, be fixed ypon this matter. Aye,· and when the pure incense of 
prayer goes up, let. it bear the genlle burden-No ! 

My brethren, the possession of .the franchise right is the life-blood 
of political existence.· It ru11s througli all the convolutions of our · 
civil state. It "c.onnectii 'itself with our literary immunities, "'enters"'. 
into our ecclesiastical associations, and bl'end8 with our s0cial and 
domestic relations. If it have a pnre, -uninterrupted, and gen.era! ex­
ercise, it is found instinct with life and vitality. Ir ' is strengthening 
in its effects, and revivifying in its i!lflue,nces. Tu be <leprive<l of it, 
is like extracting the living principle from the blood of the system. 

r ls it any wonder, then, that our energies hare been relapsed, that our 
powers have been crippled, our soul!\ languid,_ our purposes nerve­
less, our determinations dead and lifeless? Is it any wonder that 
we have been the poor and persecuted ones, _outraged and degraded, 

· unable to obtJiin commiseration from the· churchl v:.. even humanity 
from the world Y . · · 

Brethren, ffrom thi! h~s procd'Ccded ou_r degrAada-tdi?n . . 11Thh~shas bheen .~> 
the source o our suuenng an . opp1ess10n. n m a t 1s, is t ere 
not enough to rouse the soul, and awaken the latent energies of eve-
ry man of us ~ But a redeeming spirit is abroad, and new .purposes 
have been decided upon among om:selves. · 

Brethren, by unite~ ·vigorous, and judicious and manly effort, we 
can redeem ourselves. But we· must put forth our own exertions. 
We must exert our own powers. - Our political.enfranchisement 
c.ometh rtot from afar. · 

The history of the world is replete with instruction upon this 
point. Where rights have 'been .wrested from a p~ople, th.e restora-
tion of them by those in powet\ as a matter of favor, .can never be 
expected. They ar.e not to be bought nor cajoled. They are to' be · ,. 
obtained onlr by the continual presentation of the gr.eat truths' per-: .~ , 
taining to ~h~ir. _specific wrongs, accon:paniP-d by corresppnding ~ner~ - .x>: 

gy and activity on the part of the aggnevcd. • - •. · • ' . " 
We call upon you,. then, for effort; nor for effort alone,; We call , . 

upon you for sacrifice. ~xamine the annals of th~ human· race, look 
· over the face of the vniver;e, and you will find, that-·whenever any , 

thing of gr,eat4.worth \Vas, t~ be achieved for man, men have been 
needed, and men have b_een ·willing to sacrifice their eyery thing-



their all-yea, to give up life, for the good of their oppressed people. 
H~w full of such glorious reminiscences is the history of our own 
country! But we-we are~ot c~Jled upon to rmrke sacrifices of · 
such character. But, we ask, if in all ages of the world, men, in 
view of the prostrate condition of their comp{ltl'iotii, and the inevita­
ble heri~age of posterity, ~ia ve been willing to sacrifice every thing 
of dear and··sacred nature for the' good of man ; is there not enough 

-e of public spirit, of patriotic feeling, among u~, peeled, sLricken, and 
smitten, fleeced and flayed, as we have been, a~ we no'Y are, to in­
duce, i{Tlpel us to some small sacrifice of time, and money, ai1d labor 
in our own behalf? \Ve hope~ we trust we do not say too much for~ 
the character of Colored Ame~cans, New Yorkers, when we confi-
dently say, " There is !" . · 

Let every man in th~ State arouse himself. Let every city, and 
town, and village, bestir itself to action. Let associations be imme­
diately formed; and where the families are few, let there he an or­
ganization in every hamlet. Let the chief objects of these associa­
tions be, ~o obtain the name of every man·tQ a petition, to be ~resent­
ed by the State Central Commitlee to the Legislature, until all traces 
of proscription are ~tricken from the statute-boqk. Let petitions be 
scattered in every quarter. Let every man send in his remonstrance. 

Brethren, \Ve call upon you to make this great effort. We call for . ~ 
t~e exerti;>1.1 of.pm entire people.· \V c. cal.l up?U age, ~vi~h its wisdom 1;. 

and sage ,expenence ; upon youth, with its freshnessl and zeal, and 
. eloque11ce. We call upon t~iat portion of the people whose influe11ce 
_is tender, gentle, and b,enign-we call upon the women. We invoke 
the entire pe0pfe,· in th8ir strength and manlipess, to put forth intelli-
gent and well-directed effort in this n:iatter. ' 

We respectfully solicit the efforts and influence of the clergy. 
This is a rational struggle; in which it becomes them to participate, 
inasmuch as our ecclesiastical disabilities originate in politiclrl de­
gradation, and because the. clergy of tqe power-holding body are ge-

• ne.rally against us. Let'the. prayer of the fervid saint gn up for the 
people. V-.le need th'at influence that can nerve the arm-that can 
move the universe. · , 

''!'hat we shall eventually triumph, is sure and certain. Whether ' 
the day of success shall be near or remote, depends measurably 
upon .w~ether we' put forth effor.t'3 characterised for the~r s.trength 

· and stra1ght~forwardness. Ours is the cause of truth. For us suc­
cess we have the pledge of God himself. And 1ruth is full of His 
mirrhtiness. We have no foar for t.ru!h and principle in any circum­
sta~ces, among wicked men or malignant fiends. It matters not how 
hard the times, how evil the day-onward she· goes, conquering ·and 
to, conquest- - · 

,o • "The eternal yearr of God are hers.., 
. ' 
- ,, · . Through ,all the viciss.itudes·.of time, amid all the revclution·s of earth, 

. · hei:s-:i-ii a triumphant, a heavenly career. , . , 
~ •, ~ " 

' 
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Let these convictions seize upon and color the minutest portions of­
our souls. Let them give shape and form to our thoughts and actions. 
Let the·m be characteri8tic of our efforts in this matter. 

Thus, brethren, we sh~ll achieve the greatobject upon which we 
are intent. 'l'hus slni.11 we further the cause of man. Thus shall 
we secure to ourselves great Ttnd important benefits, and send do\Yn 
to all posterity the innumerable pr~v1leges of civil and religious lib­
e"'1.y. · Signed, &c. .. 

On motion, Resolved, That the report of the Co~mittee on the 
Address pe adopted: · 
. Mr. A1exander Crummell, from the Committee on the General 

Addre.s~, reported an Address, wl1ich will be found on__page ~6. , 
On motion of Charles L . . Reason, Resolved, That the report of 

the Coqimittee on the Address to the People of the State, be accept­
ed. and adopted ; the ·Committee e-ontinued, and empowered to em- . · 
body faC'ts and' statistics, as furni~hed by the appropriate committee ; 
and that i\ be published with tbe signatures of the President and 
Secretaries, after having received the careful revision and sanction Of 
tJ1is same(committee in New York. fA 

. Adj'ou?ned at half-past twelve o'clock. . 
,, / 

· Thursday Afternoon. The ' Convention Was called to order at 
half-past one, o'clock, being opened with prayer by Rev. D .. Scott, Pa. 

~he Committee on Expenditures reported as follows, and were 
dischargjd. 

REPORT. 
The Committee on Expenditures beg le!l-\'e to 11ubmit the following report; 
. For lights for public me~tings, · $ l 50 

S111ton'1 services, 3 days a~ $1, 3 00 
Quills a11d paper, 00 37;. · 

. ~ Total, . $4 87t 

Moved, Tha.t William H. Topp pay the abov'e bills. 
The Busine,si( Committee reported the following resolutions : . 

· On.mot~~p{Res·oived, That while we deem it onr imperious duty 
to co-ope,rii'te with our friends in all \awful measures for the promo­
tion ~j>'Cv~ry gr~at work, and especially for the cause of human 
right8, we maint~in it io be important, also, in view of our peculiar 
citcu,mstances, and of the importance to our cause of embodying the 
unbiassed ·sentiments of our people, that we assemble together, as 
occasion may require, in public conventions. . 

On m,otion, Resolved, Tlfat a National Conventiop of our people 
is a movement of great magnitude, inasmuch as it imports to embody 

·~ the representatives ·of 500,000 of the peopl~ ocattered throughout our. 
extended country; a movement, therefore, to be entered upon not · 
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hastily, but only after mature, extensive, and harmonious deliberation 
by the whole people ; therefore we <liRapprove of the National Mo­
ral Reform Convention, to be held by call in New Haven, on the 1 Oth · 
of September, because entered upon too hastily-too limited and in­
definite in its objects-and located by no means to accommodate the 
majority of our spreading people. · · 

On motion, Resolved, That this Convention exceedingly deprecate 
any system of general emigration offered to our people, as calculated 
to throw us into a state of re'stlessness, to break up all those settled 

. habits which wo~ld otherwise attach us to the soil, and to furnish our 
enemies with arguments to urge our removal from \he land of our birth. 

The above resolution gave rise to somewhat of a debate, owing to 
the opposition of Me3srs. Charles L. Reason and Alexander Crum-
1riell, who contended that it was jntroduced in opposition to the .._ob­
ject of the convention, as' set forth in its call. They were over­
ruled, however, and the resolution adopted. 

On motion, Resolved, That the signal success which has attended 
the noble cause of human rights in Europe, and in our own countrf, 
is encouraging to our hearts, and is cause of devout gratitude to the 
God of the oppressed. · . · 

This resolution also met with opposition by the same gentlemen, 
for a like reason, but was finally adopted. · . 

On motion, Resolved, That this country is our country ; its liber­
ties and privileges were purchased by the e~ertions and blood of our 
fathers, as much as by the exertions and blood of other men ; the 
language of the people is our language; their education_) our educa­
tion ; the free institutions they love, we love ; the soil to which they 
are wedded-, we are wedded; their hopes are our hopes ; their God 
is our God ; we were born among them ; our lot is to live among 
them, and be of them; where they <lie, we will die ; and where they 
are buried, there will we be buried also.~ 0 

. On motion, Resolved, T~at a publishi!1 committee of_ four, of t~e 
city of New Y or.k~ be appomted to pubhs the proceedmgs of this 
convention in the most convenient manner, and at the earliest possi-
ble daY'. ' 

Mr. Wm. H. Topp, from the committee on expenditures, reported , 
a balance of $27 00, expenses deducted, now in his hands, which 
waa, by motion, placed in the hands of Mr. Charles B. Ray, ' as 
chairman of the publishing ca\nmittee. , 

Mr. Alexander Crummell having made some becoming remarks 
on the unanimity of feeling that ha~ pervaded the meetings, which 
he in a great measure attributed to the calm judgment and dignity of 
the presiding officer-Moved, that the thanks of the convention be 
presentt!d to our worthy President, Mr. Austin Stewart, for the pa­
tient .and dignified manner in 'which he has presided over the deliber­
ations of this convention,' and that the members rise as they respond 
to the motjon. 
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The mo~ion· wa9 affirme<l un8'ltnously, the w~ole house standing. 
The President made a reply, .the members again ·rising, in which 

he said that he was really tliankful that it was his happiness to take 
part in the doings of~ body which had assembl~d. for so.g_reat an ob­
ject ; he was pleased: to see the teimest and w1llmg spmt that had 
brought each individual brother Yiere, kept up in so friendly a man­
ner ; he reciprocated the patient ~anner in which. they had yielded 
to his frequent opposing decisions, and hoped and trusted that the 
work which they had accomplished, would tell for much good on 
our whole people. · 

On motion of Uriah Boston, it was Resolved, That the thanks of 
the convention be tendered to the Secretaries, for the willing man­
ner in which they have performed their duties. 

The Vice President, Re\'. John T. Raymond, here presente4 &o 
the President, and through him to the delegates generally, seDtim:entl 
expressive of the .cordial feeling of · the people of Albany toward 
them, in whose behalf he . s.p0,ke, and expressed their ~n\ire approvl!-1 
of the measures and spmt adopt~ by the convention, and their 
thanks in anticipation of the pwbable good influence that would fol­
low fyom the views that from day io day had be.en thrown O\lt ~ · tht 
meetings. 

A short reply was again made by the President. 
A hymn was sung, and the closing prayer made by. the Rev. 

Theodore S. Wright. Ad,iourned. . , 



ADDRESS. 

hLLOW·CITIZE~S: 
. The· State ·Convention of Colored Citizens assembled in Albany, 
¥~8t. ~StbL 19,th~. and. 20t~, to consider their political condition, in 
~eH~f. ~f .met~. p~ople m ~hu' stat~, ~ould respectfully address you 
oq a '~bjectr to diem· of the most vital import. They would oaityour 
eame$t and UD~J1'j\ldiced attention to the unjust and withering policy 
\liki bi f-821 led to the endorsing of an anti-republican enactment, 
(Art. II. Sec. 1, State Constitution,) by which a portion of the citi­
z~_ns ,of t~is State w~ r~:s~ic~ed ~n ~he ex~~cise of a natural right, 
attd refused.an equal partic1pat1on m 1ts· p~ltt1cal arrangements. And 
they woµld also solemrily desire you to look around, and witness. the 
multiplied evils that have for years weighed, and do now weigh 
heavily upon them, from not being allowed to use, on lib~ral and 
worthy terms, the all-important privilege of the elective franchise. . 

The patriotic framers of our State Constitution, in view of the then 
recent unwarrantablences of British jurisdiction, and pondering on 
the self-evident truths that had been made the solemn charter of their 
country's liberties, did, in 1777, (by suffrage and free choice appoint­
ed,) assemble in deliberative convention, and adopt such "acts and 
d~claratioos as were calculated most efficiently to secure the rights 
and liberties of the good people of this State-most conducive to the 
happi'ness and safety of their constituents in particular, and of Amer­
ica in S'eneral." 
. Basmg themselves up<>n the avowed principle of the Democratic 
Colouies, that taxation and repre~entation should go together, and 
that governments receive their JUst power from the consent of the 
governed-. they established in the Constitution, as a foundation guard 
to the plainest rights of the people, such·provisions as were best de­
signed to keep inviolate their undeniable prerogative to select their 
rulers-this .being the ~rst artic~e o~ belie~ in thei~ repnblica!1 ~aith. 

In so domg, they, ?1d not thmk it consistent wit~ the p~rnc1ples 
they professed, to d1V1de freemen ; those who h.a~ snared :W'llh the!ll 
the dangers of war ; who had ever been willing to aid them m 
achieving thci1 independence; we say, they 4id not divide these, 



th~i~ fellow-citizens, into castes, and in the face . <>f - justi~e, cpnfes 
privileges on one class that were refused to another . . .ETo;y ,lree­
m~,' acc?rding t? Art. V 11. of this firstly-adop~d. instrument, who 
pa1~ taxes, and ~red a tenement :wo~h forty ih1llings a year, wu 
entitled to exercise the common right of votmg. · 

In 1821, in opposition to the intellect, the· philanthropy, and .con,· 
sistent republicanism of many no_ble ,men, who digniticdly .stoOd .up 
and contended against the unprovoked -iniolerance i\lat urged forward 
the measure, an act was passed, which~ whlle it prq~cted liber~y 
others in the exercise of the franchise, made. it incumh,ent.upon.ev~ry 
colored citizen to possess $250 freehold estate, .in order to_ us~ the 
before common privilege. This requirement, as we ha~e befor~, qe-
clared, resulted most disadvantageously to us. . ' . .. .· 

We now find .ourselves existing in the chief di vision of .thC: go,V,(;'m· 
ment, with no marks of criminality attach~d to OlJ.1' na:mc;s, 8.aa~Jas~; 
no sp?ts ~f immorality stai_ning our cha.ribt.ers.; no :ch~g«t~ ;pf #~9Y.· 
aJ.ty _dishonoring ?U~ birthright; :yet prev.-e.n~d (by;~n p:iy~dW~;. c~,U,.­
plexional proscription) from being~ parttc1pania m Jhofe_'.uu.,bom 
rights and symp~thies th.at are b,ountifullY. 'guai:anteed nptj>~f.Jo 
.common humanity of this State, hut also to. foreigller~, . qf. whafi'rv~r 
clime or language. We find ours~lves the SUBJBCTS, and ,Q,Q~ ~~. O\>­
jects of legislation, because we aie prevented from g!ving ~ -.~.e~J­
ing or opposing voice in the periodic appoiiitmen~ ·Qf -thqsc ·,~~~;;fµ}e 
us, and are ma¥ passi~e instruments of alJ l&ws, just '?F u~juhHe ~flt 
may be enacte,d, to which we are bound to aubscl'.lbe ev~n w,_ we 
have no instrumentality either in their fom,ation or ;dop~\li . . . _. , 

We find ourselves crippled and crushed in soul~ abihiy ,,.,bePatiie 
with all the longing that our spirits may possess to 4rink. 4e~.P}.y of . 
those purer waters that mentally and morally: refresh and 1q~o~, 
we are thrust from the fountain with the dold tre~tment 6( .ijiei\8, 
having even that self-pr.otecting instrument taken fro~n ua, ~~hicb. js 
the primary assurance _and safeguard of citizenship. . . . . _, · 

We find ourselves shut out by the secon<;iary infiue~f.e ._o{.~ .mqilied 
restriction, from a right which is the basis ot a .peopl~'s lipet~~H. ,.nd 
prosperity; and by the withering infiueqce of this, . Wt1 ~ Jvb."t~y 
and manifestly shut out from the obtainment of those f~apui~~i?f ~­
cuniary and possessional emolume~t, which an. un.~¥.Je<t -~~4~~­
ship does always ensure, and whian ·vgay RESOUSRB.• _are .... ~_-· u up 
before ~s as req~i~ements {or .the use of a privil.~ge, . ~ . iJ?-,~0!'4-
ance w1tb the spirit of tho government, shoajd.be the fre~st ,~m~t 
sacred~ · ·. · · . . , -.. _,. , ,., .. . :, ,. ,,,.; __ ! 
. Th~s. '"n~qua! j>articipa~on. in:-the ,,priyiJ~g~ :of_~~ ._S~tAt;;J?: ··;m.­

~·de.r - 1~qipus end p~oacnpt1y•~k .. l,~_p;~~4'- ~~Ill:: !W,. . .. . . · iP.f 
1uat1ce·; ·1l1ainot .pred1~l& e1tJ~et ~JJl ~e ~·~ . ,, · _ f . 
the pe<>p_l~~J>G~\\l~O~ ~t..sG,~\!&Uf::'~14H'sr~ ~-!~~ . , 
:.e:~i:r.:-::~: ~.J;';;:r:lt1o~~ 
the respectable .voter , . the State. 

' · 
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What are'we, im a people, in the State 1 What is om eondition 1 
. Whiatd11 ~ the character we have 1-what the· reputation we sustain ! 
We are natiTe-bom citizens ofthe State-immediate descendants of 
men, held, not long sinc'8, as slaves: From this state we were 
trannated·into the ·partial enjoyment and limited possession of free­
do,:.; ~ cut off '.ftom -tbe sympathies of our fellow citizel_ls, almost 
abJec,t:n Po!~,·allo~~ m many plac~ but a scan~ and inadequate 
patti~tion· in the pnvileges. of ·education, and deprived almost e.n­
iir~T:!l the· elecii.ve francliiae, we ~ave ~evertheless, by the pi:acti~al 
operiltion·ofcomrnon eense, by hab1'8 of mdustry, and the cultivation 
of die nligiC>us sentiments, been enabled t-o elevate ourselves above 
a1>asement; and possess our8elves of many of the advantages of-RE-

• LlGIONf JRTBL1.l$B~CJJ; and PROPERTY. · · 
· · : \V'*! ~88ilt'the·curious and acknowledged· creditable ~pectacle of 
~ ~ot>Jd; bencliJJg ~nder t!ie wei.ght of pro~?piion, who ye.t .will not 
~·b1ia·,~on;wlt~ ~beu ~ore pn~ileged fellow c1t1zens of 
ther....-rtnk1-Ulr either,ejigion, virtue, or mdustry. , . 

, ·. · .*1dibughzfrorn the- arbitrary distinctions that prevail throughout 
tha.cQIDDlonity, ''W.~· have · been debarred entirely frem collegiate edu­
cadon ·:fl BkhoUgb, to· a coniriderable extent, we haTe be~ exclude4 

· ftonl;-thtt.advant.ages of the Common School System; ye& we have 
~fii e~.-noronly to eustain them amo. ng ours~l~es, ~ut li~ewise 
1n many=tntf:anees; select schools of our e~. A spmt ef mtelligence 
pen~la entire peeple. Keeping pace with the progyessive spi­
rit of the age, :and tlie contln.ual intellectual progreas of the 'Dation, 
there· are·bnt~ ·familiet in wliich books are.not a common and ne-
cel1uy~orri1ftodity .: · . · 

. ln.t :au{.,~ c>f fbe.$~~' ffl>m Monta1ll to ·Buft'alo, literary and de­
batingiabdieti# eodie.lubs Hist among om people, in city, town, and 
villap·· I" ·•~ inetances, these !Oeieties. are adorned and made 
more ·useful by lib~a. an~ reading.rooms . . Our schools and uso­
ciations·_.are-.•continuAJl,-·eending forth a host of y.outh, with strong de­
~rm.~~tiJnuri~':V~t.po-,, of subeening. the b~st and highest interest'! 
otdi•m l'fb~tiO<l- ~e~ And not an m~ons1derable num_ber o~ th~ 
t1tmg~1~ of:oor:~q~e:r ·hav,e sought,. ~1 some of tb~~tgher mstt­
tU~'iOHeii'AIOlf ~th•r in thi1 er a fore1gn ·tand, the pnvileges of a 
el•:.i~ed~ .. : - ... . · .- · . . . 
· .W~ba• •r.atte~; 1as -b.right ,s~ all along the State, a number 
~f,1'~~~1~', far t~e mini~try, _preparing for acade~cal 
mswCtion ; or enteringi once m a while, the medical · profession ;. 
~pultiT~..,io.dJ tm.d MW 4evoted tot~~ interests of man; and' 

. il'Ws!~#.~·~ ~.;:~~:..:~e!;i~ !u~~!-
··;~~ .,_· -~1ut1ce. ap~at i.us:;1n 1he 0<>1D111Um!J', 
'~JtWii,._~ ~~~ ·~e dictaa~a, .. of . Christian , ... utlit1•· Not 
ilJlrjfi:l~~-l>~~~ tilhdQI -•etei~ :of :eceJe .. a•tieal ~­
'ti5B\'8,"Wtwe' also-meet ~tffi ,lt(n.J~~ ~~·~~iies . in, the -.1n-

. , - i.. .. . . . -. . .- ,_ . 
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plest forms of religious communion. We have often be:en driven 
from a quiet and pea~ea~le ~njoyment of _those rights ~iLh which the 
death of a common Saviour invested us, m common with the rest of 
our follow creatures of the human family. · . 

<?f _necessily, then, have we been often forced to for~ religious 
soc1et1es of our own. Througho11t the State, , we hav~ upwards of · 
forty indepen~ent religiou~ congre~tio~s, of the ~~eabyterian, Epif· 
copal Methodist. and Baptist denommat1on; ea~h wttk ~· temple. erect· 
ed to the worship of the Almighty; most with setd,ed paato~ -under a 
regular yearly stipend ; in connection with .:which ·there lµ'e alwu' 
6000 communicant!!, who, with the respective •congre~tiona in at,. 
tendance with them_, average in the aggregate not less than '5,00P 
of our people who statcdlv are under the influence of religion, in 
connection with our owi1 churcheB, besides those in auendance 
elsewhere. · 

'fhe amount of energy and intellect brought out by th"se various 
projects, may ce justly regarded as bespeaking much for the virtue 
and character of a disfranchised and opprdssed peopl~. ~side fr~tn 
this, a large body of our people are in partial communion with the 
various Christian communities through the State.. From ',these 
sources, atreams of religious infiuenc~ and blessings are .in continual 
flow, refreshing and invigorating our entire body~ . . . · · . . 

An undue and disproportionate development· of ~wers, produces 
unnatural effects. A continual enlargement of cenaln cspacities, tq 
the entire neglect of others of equal, or it may .,, of. IJJ<?re im:port-­
ance, produces deformity. In order to develope symm~ of either 
form or character, a full, general, healthy-, and vigoroQs exercise of 
all the powers, is absolutely necesslll'Y. In brin~g f'tVh the cha­
racter of a people, this is clear and manifest. The hiStory of the 
11erfs, under the feudal system, t~e character of the same, cla~s in 
Russia, and the prominent traits of the disfranchi~d;class in ·an 
communities at die present day, and especially the cQpdition of .. en­
slaved men throughout the universe, gjve stroqg vet.tty lo the senti­
ment herein expressed. Human nature is complex.iJ:t itS formati9n. 
In {>roportion as the various powers o! ma~ arc:~~ri!°"'sI;, '.edu~, 
so is the nobleness and u .. ,tness o( rts capac1~y , IIµl~ff,~ted. : F~ 
scope, and ample verge gi~en for the exercise ~f . ~.J>~~caJ· and 
mental powers, to the detnment of the moral, an ~eobene~ o[ 
character is evinced. And so if the moral alone is . cµltiv~'eq' lo_. tqe 

nef~~c::!~:i;~~a:!t~ .. 81.~~~~~f.J~,J:Efl~;!r~ 
adapted to diem-whiol\, if no~ · p~1ited a';nakiftl · · ., ~~~tl.1Jllltt ~­
ercise, ,are . lJJl'lled, upon '.himseff and fO]:lowS; Wi#.i a~g~~~ ~~if-~ 

:7!~·~$f::i;i~;;~it\ill!~ 
natute adapted. 10: govemtneut afld: it&;-vmous •i•::::Jfff! ! 1ympa-. . 

r 
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thizet with its modes, 'and forms, end operatiol'ls; and this, from the 
fac\ that there is not a single shade of revolution in the political as­
pect of a country, but it is .felt to the extreme limits of the body poli­
tic ; operating upon the individual being of all its· subjects. 
. :rh~ ~eprivatiC?n ?f our people of the ~lective f~nchise, and_ a par­

ttc1pat1on in the vanous rounds of pnbhc duty, shows the evil here 
spoken of; 'The powers that should have been thus employed, hnve 
not lain . dormant. A trait which we posse'ss in common with our 
common humanity, has been manifested in us. ,Powers will have 
e.Hrcise, either ;b~althy or unhealthy. The !mpattial and proscrip­
tive, non-suffrage act, bas been to us hurtful m the extreme. The 
powers that ·should naturally ha,·e been thus exercised'; were 
wrested from their legitimate employment.- It has - the 
source of evil ; unmitigated, unalleviated ; without eve~ ap­
proach to an adequate benefit. It is true, we might become pos-
1esied' of the immunities of citizens and voters, by the· property qual­
ificati~. But this spur, \Jlis incitement, as it is regarded by somP., 
lost alHts zest;· in the bitter reflection, in the searing conviction, ~at 
we were ~nade aliens and ' stranger.~ in the country of our birth ; a 
disltartchj.s~ .class in the very land where lie the bones of our fa­
the~the land whose liberties they helped achieve by patriotic ser­
vice, and whose soil is enriched by their purest and noblest blood ! 

But thiais not all. When we were deprived of the elective fran-
- chise, the blow 'Was. give~ wh.ich se':ered that hold, by which respect, 

deference, and cons1derat1on is obtamed, by the poorest and hum- ~ 
blest citizen. Our fellow citizens saw they bad nothing to expect • ·~ 
from us. We became a proscribed, depressed class. We felt every 
where we went, in all our relations, that we had been made separate 
from 'the rest of our fellow citizens. · 

The pure and refreshing waters of literary excellence, were not 
allowed to flow by us1 to quench the burning thirst of · an eager and 
lontP.n~ P."ople. lJ? f!ie vari~us religious bodies, t~ey have notfound 
their. e~tf_ o_f Chnstian f.eel1ng .~wei:ful and .unave~al enough to 
treat, man, asi~e -from arbitrary d1stmct1onit, "without respect ~f per­
so~r·" ;,In. s~prt; t.fie ·means and fati~ties-the ways and avenues to 
wealt.~ ~Jl4 -~nftuenc~~ were shut agamst us. . . : 

We a8J4 " . . .·. :m1.ght· be expected of any people m such circum-
:~~dtJ . ·.?: , ~· .. ~i~ht be ~ticipated as legitimat~ resulw fro~ such 

-qnder r _,· ·' ~~~~~1,. we perceive the suft'erings of ~h~ Irish in 
Ire1•~·''i! · ~~~~~on ~f th~ Greek, .the besot~ al~puiity ~f ~e 
lowe.t... . · tn\l~ · and~ihe · abasetn(tnt· 'and· contmu&l ·decrease of 

~l·~~r.t~ti.6:'.-!Af&e::~.:.-~=t~.i:J~. ~:~. · ,~.ki 
fi ' ,. · .. _._• .. ;t .-~tis. n•w:~. ·~diM ~.· 'e~~ rtom, __ a;no11 .... ' !tim····· · tiblt1n 
Wl·,:e~~eFif~ .. :_> ·N<>iWidutanding --.R~neB-~cul­
tiel ih~ ~ ~epmssibitl; c81culated a&lbey are, to sicken the heart, to 

_, . ' 
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a gfcat extent, and make the soul give up, we~'ha,·e nevertheless 
been enabled to live above them. • , 

We have been ,deprived of thetelcctive fran~hise during the last 
twenty years. In a free country, this is ever a stimulant to enter· 
prise, a means of influence" and a source of respect. The po11ession 
of it sends life, vigor, and enerdthrough the entire heart of a pef>ple. 
The want of it in a community, is the cause of c8releHness, intel­
~ectual inertnHs, and indolence. Springing ab~ve all these depreBB­
mg. cir~~mstances, and exerting ourselves with unwonted alacrity, by 
native mdustry, by the accumulation of property, we have helped 
contribute, to a considerable extent, not only to the means of the 
State, but likewise to its character and respectability. 

We claim, .. that there is no consideration whatever in existence, on 
account of which, the odious proscription of '\vhjch w.e complain, 
should be continued. The want of intelligence, our misfortune, and· 
the crime of others, which was once urged against us, does no. t now exist. 
Again : we -are the descendants of some of the ear liut settl,,,-1 of th~ 
State. We can trac& our ancestry back to those who first pierced 
the almost impene~able forests that then liftefi their high and stately 
heads in silent grandeur to the skies. When the tast and uackleas 
wilderness, that Qad alone . answered to the fierce roar . of the ,roam­
ing heast, or the whoop of the wild native, spread its$'lf before the 
earlier settlers, our fathers were among those, who, with sinewy 
frame and muscular arm, went forth to humble that wildernesa in its 
native pride. Since that time, our fathers, and we ourselves, have 
lent our best strength in cultivating the soil, in deTelopiog its vast 
resources, and contributing to ~ts wealth and impor~ce. Those 
who are the least ac.quaintcd with the history of the State, cannot but 
grant, that in this respect we have contributed more than our propor-
tionate part. . , . · . 
. In times when patient toil and hanly industry were demanded, it 

will thus be se~n, we have ever been present and active. Not only 
so. In tiriies /of perit has our aid been called f M, and our services 
41 promptly gi.ven. When. the country, i,ts interests, iLB beet ~ 
most cherish~ r~ghts and 'institutions, have been aBsailed, not una­
vailingly have;we been looked to. . ~en the shrill trumpet.call ~f 

i:'reedom. w. a~s. eard a.mid t.he mountai~s .. a~ the roc·1' .. 1, 4lfl. d al. ong th. e rivers of the . orth, and a teverberatmg reply was beud fro{ll the 
broad fields a d pine forestl) of the Soutli ; when the wliole CC?\llltly, 
aroused by t ipjustice o'f''British pulley, arose -' .one ' man, tor tb~ 
mtaintenance- ' ~ natural and unprescriptable . riP.ts ; the dark;.browed 
man' stood .si :hy aiae with bis fairer f~llow citizen, with firm de~t­
mination' and' iDdomitable spirit. During that memo~ble .<»nflict, in 
~evere· ,-an~ · .. ·· l~g service, did. they contend for UiQae .J>.!in~plq of 
libe.~,,~~tcfo. ,ih ·tn·:· · .. ih. e · J?ecl~i:a .. tlol) of lnd.&:r. . nd .. eu~,w~~~1~ P,Qt 
afoparualr~~t~~ 9\h,:ab1l•!Y, but w. . · .:_,P!ft#n; alik~~iq i~_y~ry 
being posscf.ed of · ilioSe higli and ~xalled en:doWJQM•\@lat diJ!,ig.­
guish humrup~. 

·1 



Their blood is mingled with the soil of every battle field, made) 
glorious bv revolutionary reminiscence; and ·their bones · have en­
riched, the ~most productive ~ands.of .the. cotmtry. In the l!lte war ff 
! 812, · otli' ·p~ople were ~n · called ,upon to de.food their count'1. 

· fhe splenditl naval achievements on Lakes Erie ~ .Champhup, 
were• O.'fling mostly ·tO the skill and prowess of C'olored men. n1c 
fame of Perry was . gained· at the expense of the mnngled bodies an<l 
hleedlng veins of our disfranchised people. Not inc~nsiderably is. it 
owing to them, that .Americans of tbo present day can recur with. 
pleasurable emotions, and pride of counµy, to the battle fields_ of 
Plattsburgh and Sacketts Harbor. .' · 

We are Americans. We were born in no foreign clime. Here, 
where we behold .the· noble rivers, and the rich fields, and 'the 
h~altl\ful ~Ides, that)nay. be.called American; here, amid the inl,ti­
totions _ th~t ~ow -~urround us, we first beheld the light of tho impl,\r­
tial ~uh. · :w ·e have not been brought up under the influence of other 
strange, ariftocratic_, and uncongenial political relations. In this r-e· 
spect, . we profess to be American and republic~n. With the natttre, 
f_,att11es, and operations of' our government, we have been familiarized 
f:rom youth ; and its democratic character is accordarit with the flow 
of o\11' feelings, and the current of our thoughts. , 

We hll'Ve thus' laid before you, fellow citizens, some eonsiderations 
why we should ·never have been deprived of an equal suffrage, and 
why a -just. and impartial guarantee of this right, shoulel · soon be 
made. 

But bating all these, . we lay our claim on still higher gr-0und. We 
d,o regard the right of our birthdom, our service in behalf of the 
coul1tl'y, contributing to its importance, ·and developing its resources, 
111 fa'f<)r&ble: c6nsiderations~considerations adapted to- banish all 
thought of proscription and injustice, fr6m the power-holding body of 
the c~untry, a~d ·to lead. them fo a .hearty ~nd practical acknowledg­
ment of the clauns and:nghts of a d1sfranch1sed people. 

Yet for these alone; we do not ask for the · extension of the elec­
tiv! fran~hii~.'. .· .· Wi£J;would not, we do not, p!'edicate ~y right ~- it 
from. any such .a-basts. We would not fall 1qto the error of 'bumg 
ria.hts upo~ gtoti~s ~o -untenable. · We object to others placing our 
riB,h~;UjfO~ oo$ple~on. W~ o~selves would not lay our claims to 
consi:cterat1otn>n thrs ~r any s1m1lar ground. 
. ,W;.e can findJ no · system of moral or political -ed-.ics m whiclr rrghts 
areibaBedupon the·C?onformation of the body, or the color of the skin. 
We· c•J\-finil; M nation' that ·baa the temerity to · insult the common' 
senee~f,m'arikind,: by' promulgating. such a sentiment as part of its 
cted,i-,··. ·'f9~.fSvet .:indi!iduals ·or nations ,may a:c~ .- h_owe!er they may 
assail ·the · ':'lih~· of ·::man• or wrest from him hts bbert1es, they all 
equally· and' ·itike'P!',o/su ~gafd for na~ral rights; the protecii<lll llDd 
~e'Uijt:r<>f..t.tch; tlfey~ as the object of "the fomlatimi' Of .lbcir 
-~i--~;Oty~~--. . . . . ' ' -7~-
-~~·v( ~ .....,...... . ., . , , ~. _ _, .. 
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Rights hav~ an exi~tence, aside .from conventional arrangements 
or unnatural partialities. ·They, are of higher origin and of purer birth. 
They are infetrable from the settled and primary sentirilents of man's 
nat~e. The high dignities and exalted tendencies of our common 
humanity, are the original grounds from .which they may be deduced. 
Wherever a being may be found endowed with ihe light of Reason, 
and in the exercise of its various exalted attributes, · that being is 
possessed of certain peculiar rights, on the ground of his nflture. 

We base o~r claim upon the possession of those common and yet 
exalted.faculties of manhood. WE ARE ME?#. 1. Those sympa­
thies which' find t~cir natural channel, and legitimat.e and healthy 
exercise in civil and politicJLl relations, have the same being and na. 
ture in ns that they have in the rest of the human family. 2. Those 
y~arnings and longings for the exercise of political prerogatives, 
that are the product of the adaptedness of man'~ social nature to po­
litical arrangements, strive with irrepressible potency within us, from 
the fact of our disfranchised condition, a prevalent and unreasonable 

., state of ~aste, and the. operation' of laws and statutes not proceeding 
· from, yet operating upon us. 3. Those indignities and wrongs 

which naturally become the portion of a disfranchised class, and ga­
ther accu.nulated potency from an , increase and intenseness of pro­
s_cript~on, 'hat~ally a~d. legitimat~ly revert to ~s. Fyom possessing . 
like sympathies for civil ·and poht1cal ·operatlons with others, and 
like susceptibilities for evil, when n_ature is · hindered in' any of its 
legitimate &xetcises-on the ground of our common ltuma,nity, do we 
claim equal and entire rights with the rest of our fellow citizens. 
All that we say here, meets with full sympathy from all c~nnected 
with the history of the country, the nature of its institutions, the spi­
rit of its Constitution, and the designs and purposes of its great ori· 
ginators. · · 

We have no reason to think that the framers of the Declaration of 
lndeJ>$Jldence, in setting forth the doctrines it contains, regarded 
them ,ns mere dogmas or idle theories. We believe they put full 
faith in them, as actual truths, and living verities. This they 
evinced, by pledging to each· other their lives, their fortunes, and -
their sacred honors. ·· This they manifested, by an unswerving oppo· • 
@iticn to injustice and oppression. . 

It was in accordance with the' views of th_at great charter of Amer .. 
ican freedom, that they framed the constitution of the country. Set­
ting aside the stale primogenital fallacies of the blopd..dyed political 
institutions of the old world ; repudiating the unnatural ~ssumptions 
of 1.lie feudal system, and exploding the -aged and destructive sophism 
of natural inequalities in the family of man, they clung with undying 
tenacity ~ the eonneeting chain that runs through the whole mighty 
mase ()f hUllllinity, re~ognised the common aympatmes an.d wants of 
1he race, and framed a polit~cal edifice · of .such a nature and character 
ae W'as congenial with the natural and )ndes~ructible principles of 
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man, and as was adapted to secure to all under its broad £ois, ~e 
purest liberty God ever conferred upon him. 

That Declaration, and that Constitution, we think, may be consid­
~red .as more foJly develoRing· tlre primary ideas ~f .t\~eriean rep~b­
licanism, than any other documedts. In these, rnd1v1duals are re­
garded_ distinctly and r espectively-each and every one as men, fully 
capac!tated by the Creator~ ,,or government and progressive advance­
ment-. which capacities, in a natural exercise, are not to be inter-
fered-with. by gove~i:iment. . ; . . _ . 

Repubhcamsm, m these two documents, has an eye tq, md1v1dual 
freedom, wi~hout lets or hindrances. In her. operations, she is im­
partial. She r~gards man-all . men ; and is indifferent to all arbi- · 
trary and conventional consideratiens. This we deem to be the cha­
racter of the Declasaiion of Independence-and this, likewise, the 
character of the Constitution, after which it was modelled. Repuh­
li~nism was to be the distinguishing feature {nits operations. 

The Constitution of our ' dwn Statef'; as it sprung fror"' the clear 
head and pure heart of that incomparable patriot, JOHN · JAY, in ' 
its preamble and several sections, was, in spirit, concordant wilh it. 

-By this we mean, that although the qualifications for voting, in gene- . 
ral, were higher than those prevailing at the prese.nt, yet the ground 
of the suffrage en11ctment was not based upon national peculiarities, 
or complexionaf distinctions. It said that any maJ:r posse~sed of such 
and such qualifications, should be a political de.nizen of the. State. 

As the State advanced in_ age, intelligence, and population, aug­
mentea in wea.,lth, aQd extended in resources, the call went for.th for 
the extension of the franchise right. In ac~oroahce with the will -of 
the people, thus e.xpressclr, a convention was hekf in the city of Alba­
ny in 1821- 2. ' · . 
' We beg that it may be remembered, that the convention was called 

for the purpose of extending the suffrage right. We would also call your 
attention to the fact, that the votes by which. many of the delegates were 
elected to that convention, were cast by colored voters. And more 
especially would we remind you, that during the proceedings of that 
conventi?n, in Jts reports., addresses, &c., a peculiar deference is 
6Ver. paid to tne republican features of' our common country~ 
and it1t . democratir, tendencies. Yet in that convention, ' tha t 
portion of the citizens of the State whom we here represent, were · 
shut out from an equal and common participation in the prerogatives 
of citlzenship, in the operations of both State and National Govern­
ments, and thus . placed under the operation· of laws and statutas with~ 
out our agency, and to which we are subjected without acquiescence. 
,, We, the Colored Citizens of the State, in -Convention asser,nbled, 

' rapresenting 50,000 of the population, do ask your earnest attention. 
' your deep reflection, you~ unbiased and conscientious judgment in 

this m,atier. We ask you, as n matter in which You are deeply con­
cerned, to ccmP. forward and restore the fountains of poli tical JU&tice 



~· · .·. 
in this State to their pristine purity~ c ask you tp secure to u•~~ 
our political rights. We call upon you to . return . to the pw e . 
(aith of your republican fathers. We lift up our voices for the re-~ 
stored spirit of the first days of the republic-for the great princi­
ple8 that then maintained, and that regflrd for man which revered tbe 
characteristic features of his. J)atute., as of more hono~ and worth than . 
the form and color of the body .in which they dwell. , · . 

· For no vested rights, for no peculiar privileges, for no extraordi-
nary prerogatives, do we ask. We mert;ly put forth our appeal for 
a republic~n birthright. '\Ve wish to be something more than politi­
cal serfs and slaves. We fully believe in the fundamental doctrines: 
set forth in the Declaration of lnqependence. We acquiesce in the . 
sentiment that "governments derive their just powers from the coo• 
se~t of the governe~.'' And ' w~ say it is i~justice of ~h_e mo~t a~­
gr1eved character, either to deprive us of a JUSt and Jeg1t1mate parti­
cipation in th~ rights of the State, or to make us bear the burdens, 
and submit to its enactments, when all its arrangement&'; plans, and 
purposes, ar.e framed and put into operation utter! y regarCileszJ of us, 
m their incipient state; than if we were nonentities ; but which, in 
their practical operation, act upon us with destructive tendency, eat 
away our soul, and destroy our life. We ask for a living manifesta­
tion of belief in the above doctrine : we kn.ow already too muc.h of · ~ · 
its dead letter, · 

Fellow citizens ! the Colqred Citizens of this State, through us, 
their representatives, respectfully and earnestly ask- at your hand~, ., 
the ~peedy adoption of such plans, and_ the formati?d of such.m~fl· 
sures~ as may soon lead to the erasure of the odious proscnpt1ve · 
act of which we compJain-we secured an equal suffrage, ·and the 

, State freed from a stain upon ~ts character. · 

I 
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