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Dear PFriend,

Many thanks for vour letterm of t're 3rd and 8th May
and Tor the intelting informatiom you give: me.

I am sorry I have not yet seen my way to go over to
the Stotes, bus it iz impossible for me o lsave Brussels at
present as there is sueh s lot te do. You will be seeing my
son James one of these days. Horm is sailing fer New York
in the"Washingten™ on the l1lst Juns. Fe will be over there
for ebout ten days with his sister. He has t give a lecture
or %he Congo at the Belgian Seetion of the World's Fair, ané ne
doudt he wilil go %o Washington f'or a day im ordsr to see you.
You will probably agree with his en ¢ points out of 10, &nd
antire disegree on the tenth.

May I bother you with the fellowing smell matter
I intend sending my valuable Nooks and manuseripts te Amerieas
before we finally settle deown there, and in this connexion I
wrots a letter to Mr. ait, American Treasury Attaché in Paris,
of which I snclose copy herewith, together with eopy of Li
reply. What would you adviese me te do in order to obtain that
the cases sontaining these books and manusceripts should net be
openad at the customs 7 I am afraid they might be damaged if
the cases were cpened.

Se far as the situatiom in Europe is concerned I shall
only sey & few words : The impression on the part of the German
Army abou® the unreliability of the Italian ally, the conclusien
of the Anglo-Turkish Agreement, and the negotiations between
Londen and Moscow, have made a very deep impression upon the

German Cenerals and were used by them te postpone any dangerous
move so far. I suppose that they have pressed very stromgly
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te wait for the ocutcome of sseret megotiations started by a
very private and very strange channel with Russia, before any
dangercus dscision is tgken, The privete negetiater is said
to be the one-eyed Czeech General Sirovy.

Se the date now mentioned freely inm high parsy
guarters as the beginning of the decisive move (15th Junse)
might not be kept and there might be s chanoe of postponing
everything until the beginning of August, but it all depends
very largely on the attitude of the other Powers for the next
four or five weeks.

It is also possible that nothing will heppen until
the harvest is over. And if the English-Preneh-Russian
agreement is definitely comecluded I think this might evert

thet of Mussolinl - is becoming wore diffigult every day.

Englend i3 daily getting strongsr. I understand
they are now turning out every month 100 more ajirplenes than
the Germaps are turning out. The Britishers seem much mors
confident and I find there is an excellent spirit im all
quarters. No depressiom. They are dseided to fight if
negesseyy, but would naturally prefer peacae. ALl the compa-
nies have already arranged for places in the counsry teo which
they will transfer their offices in the event of War.

With all good wishes,

Cordially yours,

y L.
/%/ s L, & ST
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