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DIPLOMACY, some other claim
ants notwithstanding, is proh
ahly the oldest profession in the 

world. The first diplomats, as Sir 
Harold icol on has pointed out, were 
most likely anthropoid apes who divided 
up the jungle among themselves for 
hunting purpo es-often so ineffectual
ly that they were soon at each other's 
throats over disputed territorial rights. 
The apes arc credited with having in
troduced one of the earliest diplomatic 
devices-diplomatic immunity, which 
guaranteed an emissary that, whatever 
else hecame of him, he wouldn't be 
murdered. Around 600 B.C., the am
bassadors of the Greek city-states theo
retically enjoyed the same protection, 
but actually their lives were always in 
danger. In those days, diplomacy had 
other drawbacks, too; ambassadors got 
no salary and were forbidden to accept 
presents, under penalty of execution, 
and their only compensation was a 
spending allowance, which, in the man
ner of members of the Foreign Serv
ice of the United States today, they 
considered far from adequate. If a 
man successfully brought off a mission, 
the most he could expect wa a garland 
of wild-olive leaves, a free meal in the 
town hall, and a commemorative tab
let; if he failed, he was politically de
stroyed, if not worse. As diplomacy 
was further refined, under the Byzan
tines and the Venetians, it hecame more 
ceremonial and more riddled with du
plicity. Then, in the time of Richelieu, 
the French raised the level of diplo
matic morality and developed diplomat
ic methods and procedures-intricate, 
perhaps, but workmanlike-that have 
persisted to the present time. But if the 
forms and trappings of diplomacy have 
remained much the same since the 
seventeenth century, the diplomatic 
strategies of individual nations have 
varied greatly with historical circum
stances. In contrast to the British For
eign Office, for example, our State 
Department, ever since its creation, on 
July 27, 1789, hy a simple one-page 
Act of Congress, ha heen swayed by 
the vicissitudes of a national foreign 
policy responsive to the needs of the 
moment, instead of adhering to a con
sistent philosophy of government and 
an enduring set of aims. 

Even before 1789, the young nation 
entered what has been called the Gold
en Age of American Diplomacy, which 
hsted through the third decade of the 
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nineteenth century. Every President 
from Washington himself to Jackson 
had had some diplomatic experience, 
and the era was notable for a score or 
so of brilliant envoys, like Benjamin 
Franklin and John Jay, who, operat
ing very much on their own, secured 
recognition for the United States and 
financial or military support from Euro
pean nations. Then, in the eighteen
thirties, the United States withdrew into 
its shell, and for many years this coun
try remained largely aloof from Europe 
and indifferent to its representation 
there, its diplomatic "corps" dwindling 
until it was composed mainly of men 
who in their youth, as family friends of 
earlier emissaries, had accompanied 
them to their posts and had found that 
they liked the life enough to stay on. 
As recently as the eve of the First \Vorld 
\Var, the United States had embassies 
in only ten nations-elsewhere it was 
represented by mere legations or con
sular posts-and even in 1924 the for
mal diplomatic corps, as distinct from 
the consular corps, which was some
what larger, consisted of just a hundred 
and twenty-two men. In that year, the 
two corps merged to form the For
eign Service of the United States-a 
body of career men who fill practically 
all of our diplomatic positions, except, 
of course, those ambassadorships that 
the President sees fit to assign to out
side, or "political," appointees. The 
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United States now has embassies in 
ninety-three countries, and ome sixteen 
thousa nd Americans and foreign citi
zens-two or three thousand of them 
Foreign Service officers and the rest 
specialists of one kind or another
work ahroad for the State Department 
or for its directly affiliated agencies and 
deal with everything from atomic mat
ters to crop-rotation schemes and tours 
of visiting American musicians. Now
adays, almost any nation, no matter 
how small or how new, is accorded a 
full-fledged ambassador once we have 
recognized its existence. The ambassa
dor in each post, who i also known as 
Chief of Mission, shall, in the language 
of a 195 4 Executive Order, "serve ::is 
the channel of authority on foreign 
policy and shall provide foreign policy 
direction to all representatives of United 
States agencies ... and he shall a sumc 
responsibility for assuring the unified de
velopment and executio11 of r all] pro
grams." In general, though an am
bassador doesn't get as much chance to 
improvise policy as he once did, he has 
a far greater number of intricate day
by-day perplexities to face, the determi
nation of which often demands on-the
spot judgments that can be at least as 
tough to make as basic policy decisions. 
An ambassador who once might have 
sent off his dispatches to Washington 
every few weeks, or even months, is 
now in daily or hourly telegraphic or 
telephonic touch with his superiors at 
home, and in addition he is apt to fly 
home fairly often for personal con
sultations, from which he may return 
to his post with a new set of directives. 
The expansion of our need for dip
lomatic representation has meant that 
career diplomats move from post te1 
post far more frequently than they used 
to; whereas a top-ranking man former
ly served in only three or four countries 
in his entire diplomatic lifetime, such 
a man is now likely to be assigned to 
at least a dozen posts. 

On th e whole, diplomatic career 
men find that their quiet assignments 
and their exciting ones average out over 
.the years, but there are exceptions, and 
on e veteran officer whose record shows 
an unusually high proportion of trouble 
spots is John Moors Cabot, of the Bos
ton Cabots, who, having served through 
crises in Argentina, Yugoslavia, and 
China since the Second World , var, 
was named in May, 1959, as Ambas
sador to Brazil, a country who e at-
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«They're all enjoying themselves. There must be 
something wrong with you.I" 

mosphere has for some time been one 
of acute nationalism and economic peril. 
Cabot was sent to Brazil under un
usual circumstances, taking over after 
Clare Boothe Luce had accepted the 
post and then immediately resigned it, 
following an exchange of insults with 
Senator \Vayne Morse, of Oregon. 
The Senator had opposed her appoint
ment, and she had suggested that his 
brain was addled because he had once 
been "kicked in the head by a horse." 
While Mr. Morse had suffered mouth 
injuries when a horse kicked him in the 
face at a horse show in Virginia in 195 1, 
it had not occurred to anyone else that 
he was otherwise damaged, and Mrs. 
Luce's diagnosis resulted in general re
sentment against her among his loyal 
colleagues in the Senate, whereupon she 
quit. Cabot, who was Ambassador to 
Colombia at the time, was then pro
posed for the Brazilian post, and one of 
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th e few questions put to him br senators 
was "\Vil! you have to divest yourself 
of any interests of an equestrian na
ture/" Cabot, who looks horsy but isn't, 
replied, diplomatically, "No, I'm al
lergic to horses." His appointment was 
unanimously confirmed. 

Cabot's assignment to Brazil is his 
eighteenth in the three and a half dec
ades he has been a career diplomat. "It 
is always an emotional experience to 
leave one post and take up a new one," 
he wrote to a friend soon after his ar
rival in Rio de Janeiro. "A new post 
is something of a tonic, with new peo
ple to meet, new things to experience, 
new problems to face." Actually, Bra
zil was not altogether new to him, for 
he had served from 1932 through 1935 
as third and then as second secretary 
at our Embassy ii1 Rio. The atmos
phere then, however, was considerably 
different, and the Cabots-he had re-

cently married the former 
Elizabeth Lewis-found 
life gay and easygoing. 
Beyond the fact that he 
naturally has far greater 
responsibilities as Ambas
sador than he had as sec
ond secretary, and that he 
was faced upon his second 
arrival in Rio with a far 
more serious and touchy 
situation, the mere physical 
act of moving to Brazil was 
much harder for the Cab
ots this time than last. Back 
in the thirties, when they 
were young in the Foreign 
Service, they tra veiled 
light, but they have since 
picked up a great many 
possessions, and they can't 
resist taking the bulk of 
these along wherever they 
go-a weakness that has 
earned them a reputation 
in diplomatic circles for • 
domestic elegance but that 
has caused them an in
creasingly severe head
ache with each transfer. 
Cabot's letter continued: 

There is a saying in the 
Foreign Service that three 
transfers are the equiva
lent of one fire, and as far 
as we're concerned that's 
been the case. Ra in, damp
ness, rough handling, bad 
packing, insects, pilferage, 
and a number of other haz-
ards must always be con
sidered, and \\'hat made 
things tough this time was 
that ll'e didn't know, when 
\\·e " ·ent on leave to Wash
ington in the spring from 
our previous post in Colom-

bia, that \\'e ,,·e re going to be transferred. 
So everything in Bogota had to be packed 
for us by other people, and despite all 
the care that \\'as taken, needless to say, 
there was a certain confusion . We remem
bered the ambassadorial residence in Rio 
as a large, rather pretentious house that 
has all the charm and intimacy of a rail\\'ay 
station, and we knew it would not be a 
small task to soften its appearance \Yith 
our personal things and make it a pleas
anter place in which to live. As a rule, 
what we haven't lugged around from post 
to post we've stored in our home in Wash
ington or in our summer residence, in 
Manchester, l\llassachusetts. Since the Rio 
residence is so big, we had to pull down a 
lot of stuff from both places. Fortunately, 
with pictures, books, scrolls, silver, and 
assorted knickknacks, the place no longer 
looks so imposingly empty as it did at first. 

While Mrs. Cabot assumed most of 
the burden of getting the R io house in 
order, her husband concentrated on 
paying the courtesy calls expected of a 
newly arrived diplomat. In this round, 
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he had to visit about fifty other am bas
sadors and also pay his respects to pe r
haps twenty-five high- ranking Brazilian 
offi cials. Moreover, he also had to en
tertain all of th em, which, Cabot said, 
called fo r " considerable generalship" on 
the part of his wi fe . Luckily, Mrs. Cabot 
has long since m astered the arts of dip
lomatic courtesy and logistics. W her
eve r th ey go, she imports certain A meri
can specialties from S. S. P ierce , in 
Boston , and she makes a point of se rving 
m enus that are a mixture of A merican 
dishes, French dishes, and th e dishes of 
w hateve r country she and her husband 
are in . In each new country, she quickly 
has to acquaint herself with th e social 
hierarchy-a job that goes far beyond a 
m ere obse rvance of th e standard rules of 
" P rotocol, P recedence, and F ormali
ties" that are set for th in th e " Foreign 
Service Manual"-and she is proud of 
being able to say that she has neve r seat
ed anyone imprope rly at th e dinner ta
ble. In Rio, the Cabots seldom have an 
evening to themselves; if they aren ' t en
tertaining, th ey a re being entertained, 
by Brazilians or by other m em bers of the 
diplomatic colony. Cabot doesn ' t much 
en joy rich, formal dinn ers-his wife says 
that each week he begins to look green 
after his fo urth-but he realizes they are 
both un avoidable and, on occasion, valu
abl e. " Th e social w hirl in th e old days 
was a major fea ture of diplomacy, and 
this was mainly because th e people who 
crea ted pol icy w ere the ones who would 
naturally ci rculate socially," he says. 
"It's still true, of course, though not 
nea rly to the extent it was. Now you 
have to entertain and go out, but you 
also have to fin d time to do w hat 
yo u consider really important- moving 
arou nd the co untry and tal king to all 
kinds of people, for instance. T hese 
ac ti vi ties keep you awfully busy and 
make diplomatic li fe more complica ted, 
bu t then all life is m ore complica ted 
nowadays, isn' t it?" 

L ife fo r Cabot in the nea rly two 
years he has now been in B razil has 
been complicated by severe r trials than 
receptions and dinner parties, especially 
during the last several months, w hen 
there was a changeover in administra
tion in Brazil as well as in the United 
States. W ith the election last October 
of J an io Quadros, as P residen t, replac
ing J uscelin o Ku bitschek, and with th e 
election of President K enn edy, Cabot 
had to deal with th e reorientation of 
A merican economic and social policy in 
B razil. T his task was not made any 
easier for C abot by his uncertainty over 
his own future- w heth er or not Presi
dent K ennedy w ould w ant him to re-
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main in Brazil. There were a number 
of rumors, in fact, that he was about to 
be transfe rred, but fin all y, in mid-Feb
ruary, the President announced that 
Cabot, along with a number of other 
ca ree r ambassador , was being asked to 
stay in his post indefinitely, and th e 
guess now is that he will be there an
other year, anyway. During the period 
of suspense, C abot was diverted by the 
truly extraordinary problem of the 
Santa Maria, th e P ortuguese luxury 
liner that was seized by a group of 
rebels opposin g th e Salazar regime, in 
Portugal. After running its wild course, 
th e Santa l\1aria was fin ally tracked 
down at sea by American search planes, 
and C abot was engaged in some fast 
last-minute dickerin g to obtain pennis
sion for United States Navy planes to 
conduct th e ship to the Brazilian port 
of R ecife. ,vhen th e ship docked, Cab
ot's staff, with the help of A.merican 

ravy offi cers, had to see to it that th e 
forty-two American passengers were 
safely deba rked and that plans were 
made fo r th eir return to the United 
States. "I've had a lot of strange things 
to do in m y diplomatic career, but this 
was th e first time I had to contend with 
that sort of tangle," Cabot remarked 
afterward. "'Ve were negotiating in 
some pretty murky political waters, and 
the switchover of regimes in Brazil 
didn't make things any easier." 

Cabot has a natural proclivity for in
volving himself personally in th e prob
lems of a country he is in, and he has 
done so right along in Brazil. Early in 
1959, n ationalist pressure had brought 
about the seizure by th e Kubitsch ek gov
ernm ent of an American-owned power 
plant in the town of Porto Alegre, and 
additional seizures have since been 
threatened, accompanied by in istent 
agitation to resum e diplomatic and com
mercial ties with the Soviet Union and, 
now, with Communist China as well. 
Even before Cabot was through ob
se rving his initial diplomatic ameni ties, 
in the spring of 1959, he began deliver
ing public speeches aimed at correcting 
the deteriorating relations between 
Brazil and th e United States, and th e 
results he achieved undoubtedly had a 
lot to do with President K ennedy's de
cision to keep him at his post. Cabot has 
successfully resorted to this direct ap
proach on several occasions in th e past; 
over the last decade he has acquired the 
reputation in th e State D epartment of 
being a ingularly effective grass-roots 
diplomat. Though he retains many of 
his Bostonian ways, he is not one of 
those C abots who communicate only 
with God, and in every country where 
he has served, he has made it a point to 
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get abo ut and talk with as many people 
as possible; besides making speeches be
fore formal groups in the principal cen
ters of the coun try he is stationed in, he 
beats around the country ide, answer
ing questions at informal ga th erings of 
average citizens, who, he finds, are in
variably both puzzled and vastly mis
informed about what the United States 
is up to. Cabot believes that almost 
everything a nation as big and powerful 
as the United States does is bound to be 
subjected to the closest scru tiny abroad, 
and that it is best to meet any criticisms 
and doubts openly and head on. 

CA~OT, who is fifty-nine years old, 
IS the only member of his immedi

ate family ever to have chosen a diplo
matic career (Henry Cabot Lodge is 
his fourth cousin on ce removed), and 
by doing so he broke a trad ition in 
which practically all Cabots became 
merchants or indu trialists or doctors. 
He is in the fortunate position of bene
fiti ng from a family fortune that pro
vides him with a private income of gen
erous proportions-something that an 
ambassador needs nowadays unless he 
is willing to limit his entertaining to the 
modest sort made possible by his allow
ance from the State D epartment. As 
an am bassador-or Career Minister, to 
give him his official Foreign Service ti
tle-Cabot gets a salary of twen ty
seven thousand five hundred dollars a 
year, and his so-called representation 
allowance in Brazil is eight thousand 
dollars a year, wh ich i fairly high as 
these things go, yet is scarcely adequate 
for th e amount of entertaining he has 
to do. Cabot's money does not come, as 
some Latin-American critics of United 
States policy have charged, from the 
United Fruit Company, of which hi 
older brother Thomas was once presi
dent, but from the Cabot Corporation, 
th e world's largest producer of carbon 
black. The company, w hich has annual 
sales of sixty million dollars, was sta rted 
back in 1882 by Cabot's father, God
frey L owell Cabot, who has just turned 
a hundred, and who, until he began to 
decl ine in health a few yea rs ago, 
walked spryly eve ry day, rain or shine, 
between th e fa mily's Boston home, at 
242 Beacon Street, and his offi ce on 
Franklin Street, two miles away. 
Thomas Cabot now runs the busi
ness, and though J ohn was never inter
ested in it as such, he hasn' t objected to 
sharing in its profits. 

D espite having rejected a typical 
Cabot ca reer, the Ambassador remains 
unquestionably a Cabot in manner and 
appearance. H e is tall-six feet three
and rangy, and has a long, rather bony 
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face, with a long, thin nose beneath 
a lofty brow. H e wears a carefully 
trimmed mustache on a broadly curved 
upper lip that is often raised in a toothy 
smile but seldom in a hearty laugh. 
His bouncy movement and exceptionally 
long legs suggest a tennis player, and, 
in fac t, he is one, having won trophies in 
club tournaments in a number of the 
capitals to which he has been assigned. 
On the court, he dresses in flawless, for
mal white. Elsewhere, he dresses well 
but casually, fancying white shirts with 
button-down collars and soft-colored 
suits and ties. While the State Depart
ment is more tolerant of informality 
these days than it used to be, Cabot 
occasionally carries the new tendency 
to a point that embarras es some of 
his more conservative confreres. One 
Foreign Service officer recalls an eve
ning in Washington when he and his 
wife were to meet the Cabots at the 
Sulgrave Club for dinner before they 
all went ou t on a bowling date. "There 
was some question about how to dress, 
and I compromised on a brown flannel 
suit and a pair of rubber-soled sports 
shoes," this associate says, "but when we 
got to the club, Jack came striding in 
with the dirtiest pair of tennis shoes on 
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being a Cabot, he didn't mind at all." 
If being a Cabot makes it easy for 

the Ambassador to disregard censure, 
there are times when it weighs him 
down. " ] ack is proud of his name, of 
course, but he wears it and his back
ground as both a sceptre and a scar," 
another of his diplomatic associates has 
said . "There's nothing ostentatious 
about him, and he's not any kind of a 
snob, or even an iota snooty. In fact, he's 
extremely gregarious and friendly, not 
to say a bit Saint Bernardish. H e can't 
help what he is, though. Just being 
a Boston Brabmin has made him give 
quite a lot of people the impression 
that he's a stiff fellow. It's something 
he's fully aware of, and he fights it all 
the time, but no matter how bard he 
fights, be can never convince some peo
ple that he's anything but an inbred 
New Englander. You can take one look 
at J a-ck and listen to him say five words, 
and you know he couldn' t possibly be 
from one of the rectangular states. The 
historical state is obviously his home. H e 
would never get into a club in P eoria." 
Another Foreign Service officer who 
admires Cabot's zeal for roving about 
but who isn't convinced that be ever 
gets to know people really well, or 
that people get to know him, says, 
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' "I could never get over the feeling, 
whenever I went to see him, that I 
ought to have my cap in my h~nd." An? 
an American businessman 111 Scandi
navia, recalling that he first saw Cabot 
at a Sibelius festival in Helsinki a mun

ber of years ago, recalls, "He was sitting 
with his head tilted up, his long nose 111 
the air, his lips pursed, his mustache 
aquiver, and my first instinct was to sock 
him in the jaw. The more I came to 
know him, the more I realized he real
ly wasn't the way he looked and acted, 
and the better I liked him. It was a 
strange thing, though-as we got to_ be 
good friends, I switched from callmg 
him 'Mr. Cabot' to 'Sir,' and ended up 
with 'Mr. Ambassador.'" 

545 MADISON AVE., AT 55TH ST., NEW YORK 22 

The member of the Cabot clan, 
who, according to the Ambassador's 
wife, "are many, tight-knit, and passion
ate about each other," are his staunchest 
admirers but also his severest critics. 
His brother Thomas, who !?refers sail
ing and mountain climbing to tennis, 
says, "] ack has struggled hard aga~n t 
both clumsiness and shyness, and thirty 
years of being in the public eye and be
ing forced to make speeches have had an 
obvious impact. Even though he's not a 
finished speaker and often sounds b~red, 
he gets through to his listeners, all nght. 
He has a good sense of humor but often 
doesn't understand the sort of thing that 

8 CHEERS 
FOB THE IBISB 
Looking for the newest in 

beer goblets? Here it is in 

crystal clear glass with 

hand-engraved shamrocks. 

Not just for adults, it's so 

right for colleens and their 

lads when serving sodas 

and "black cows." The luck 
of the Irish holds true : 

8 Shamrock 
Beer Goblets 
ONLY $7.50 

Please add 75¢ shipping 
charge. 

Shreve 

lots of other people consider funny. He's 
always thoughtful and reflective,_ a~d I 
think he is gifted with shrewd 111s1ght 
when it comes to wh\' and when men's 
minds are for you or· against you." Be
ing a notably successful analyst and in
terpreter of foreign developments
among his major accomplishments for 
the State Department may be listed his 
prediction, in 194 7, that a break be
tween Tito and Stalin not only was pos
sible but perhaps ought to be promoted, 
and his carefully documented account 
of what was Jiappening in Shanghai in 
1948 that would cause the Kuomintang 
to lose China to the Communists
Cabot has grown so used to airing his 
views that he has been known to follow 
up his reports to \V ashingto~ "".ith lo_ng 
letters to members of his fa1rnly 111 which 
he explains what he thinks not only 
about the country he happens to be in 
but also about countries where he has 
previously been or hasn't. been_ yet. He 
was stationed in Guatemala 111 1939, 
and when war broke out in Europe that 
September, he immediately began to 

write letters home fervently advocating 
CRUMP & LOW COMPANY Americanentranceatonceonthesideof 

330 Boylston Street. Boston 16, Mass. the Allies, and warning of the disaster 
Tel. COpley 7-9100 

FROM OUR SECOND FLOOR GIFT SHOP that he foresaw if this country remained 

neutral. His words are more effec-
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tiv e on paper than when spoken at 
the conference table or in the drawing 
room. "Even in the bosom of his family, 
Jack can sound stuffy as hell when he 
starts talking," Ralph Bradley, a re
tired businessman who is married to 
Cabot's sister Eleanor, says . "You ask 
him 'Jack, what about this or that/' 
and he immediately mounts a rostrum, 
clears his throat, puts on his judicial wig, 
ties it to his left ear, and begins. H e'll 
give you all the pros and cons of a 
situation, and then he'll come out and 
say what he really thinks. It's prob
ably all part of clarifying the issues in 
his own mind, but it can be awfully pro
tracted. Yet he's wonderfully objective, 
and that's his strength." 

Cabot's analytical approach is not 
confined to assessments of the interna
tional situation; it also extends to the 
problems of being a diplomat and to 
the nature of diplomacy itself. Seven 
years ago, at a meeting of the Massa
chusetts State Federation of \Vomen's 
Clubs, in Boston, he delivered a speech 
called "Why Diplomats Don't Behave 
Like Human Beings," which was after
ward much quoted in th e State Depart
ment, and which contained these pas
sages: 

I hope I will be able to show you that we 
don't behave as we do because we like to 
be stuffy. We o_ften sound stuffy because 
we have learned that anything else may 
spoil the job we are trying to do .... When 
foreign affairs had not yet become a mat
ter of crucial national interest, our diplo
mats used to be criticized for wearing 
striped pants and spats while they pushed 
cookies at pink tea parties. I haven't seen 
a pair of spats in our Service for over 
twenty years, and as for the rest of it, I 
hope there is a special corner reserved in 
the nether regions where in the hereafte r 
our critics will be forced to attend all the 
social activities of which they so glibly 
complain .... Diplomatic problems might 
... be simpler if they were of the here to
day and gone tomorrow type, like the or
dinary headache. Unhappily they seldom 
are. Nations may quickly forget the wrong 
they have done others, but they never for
get the wrongs others have done them .... 
Decisions made, an imprudent act com
mitted, precedents established, an indis
cretion published even decades ago may 
arise today to plague the diplomat. Im
patient citizens may inquire: Why didn't 
you do that? Why be so namby-pamby? 
Why don't you tell some of these foreign 
slickers off? They forget that every de
cision tends to point inexorably the path 
to the next .... Diplomats often do not 
have a choice between good and bad de
cisions. Many diplomatic decisions must 
be between what is bad and what is un
thinkable .... In many diplomatic ques
tions one is dealing primarily in imponder
ables-in rivalries, suspicions, jealousies, 
sensitivities, piques .... There is often no 
way of knowing precisely what the peo
ple you are dealing with are thinking, or 
what their real objectives are .... A diplo-
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mat . . . must seek to act wisely on the basis 
of his forecasts-and he must never forget 
to have his rubbers and his raincoat handy 
even when the diplomatic forecast is "fair." 
... When a diplomat gets hit by critical 
mudballs, it is practically impossible for 
him to make a real reply .... Obviously, in 
a name-calling contest with his critics, a 
diplomat hasn't a fair chance to get his 
story before the public .... He cannot be
tray confidences. He cannot reveal secret 
information, often obtained from secret 
sources. He cannot cackle in triumph over 
a good deal he has made, or his opposite 
number in another country will be on the 
spot, and he will pay plenty when he next 
tries to negotiate. 

Iotwithstanding Cabot's dissertation 
on the restraints imposed upon a diplo
mat's tongue, he has a reputation in the 
State Department for blunt speaking. 
"If he believes in something, he speaks 
up, and he doesn't care where the chips 
fall," one of his friends there says. Sig
nificantly, his candid talk to the ladies in 
Boston was made right after he had 
been eased out of his biggest job to 
date-that of Assistant Secretary of 
State for Inter-American Affairs
and was in a state of diplomatic limbo, 
with his appointment as Ambassador to 
Sweden still unconfirmed. In the same 
speech, by obvious implications, he crit
icized Senator Joseph McCarthy, who 
was then riding high as a foe of Com
munists and was not exactly 
the safest target for a Foreign 
Service man to go after. 
Cabot's admirers believe that 
he could not have spoken 
otherwise-that his frankness 
is not an acquired character
istic but a family trait. 

CABOT was born in Cam
bridge, Massachusetts, 

on December 11, 1901. He 
had two brothers ( the elder, 
James, died in 1930) and 
one sister, all older than 
he. "Jack was very much the 
youngest of the family-an 
inward-turning boy who at the age of 
four already had an uncanny knowledge 
of geography," his sister recalls. "He 
was always waking me up in the middle 
of the night to ask if I knew the depth 
of the Mozambique Channel, or some
thing equally ridiculous." Cabot's moth
er was the late Maria Moors Cabot, 
in whose name and memory, at his in
stigation, his father has endowed several 
journalism prizes awarded annually by 
Columbia University for the promotion 
of friendship between Latin America 
and the United States. A gracious, gen
tle woman, Mrs. Cabot liked to ride 
around town in her electric car wearing 
a hat of ostrich plumes, and in the big 

family home she en joyed showing off 
to her guests her son's surprising famili
arity with remote spots on the globe. 
Her husband was a far more formidable 
character. An ardent and sometimes 
domineering ascetic who abominated 
smoking and drinking-and still does
he wouldn't permit either in his house. 
Indeed, as a prominent member of the 

:Tew England \Vatch and \Vard Soci
ety, he crusaded vigorously against vice 
in all its forms, which for him included 
cardplaying. "Growing up as the son 
of a man who rides forth against sin is 
an experience you don't forget," Cabot's 
brother Thomas says. "Jack's memory 
of it may be a little blurred, though, be
cause he was out from under Father's 
influence more. He's never smoked 
much, but though he's not what you'd 
call a drinker, I'd say .by now he's pretty 
used to those two highballs before din
ner." Cabot perc, for all his idiosyncra
sies, has been in many respects a most 
remarkable man, who did not limit his 
activities to crusading against R istonian 
corruption, or even to building up a 
successful business. One of the e,1rliest 
advocates of aviation in America, he 
learned to fly at the age of fifty-two and, 
as a lieutenant in the Naval Reserve, 
piloted his Burgess-Dunne seaplane on 

patrol around Boston Harbor 
during the First \Vorld \Var. 

In comparison to all this, 
anything the Cabot sons did 
was very likely to seem pale
at least, in the beginning. 
Certainly the youngest Cabot 
didn't get off to a brilliant 
start. A schoolmate of his at 
Browne & Nichols, a private 
preparatory school in Cam
bridge, remembers him as 
"an awkward, pudgy kid who 
was so unkempt that some of 
us took soap and water one 
day and washed his face and 
hands." Cabot may not have 

made much of a mark at school, but he 
showed at least one sign of breaking 
away from the sobering influence of his 
father: he raided some nearby celery 
patches with a friend, Robert Bradford, 
who later became Governor of Mas
sachusetts. Possibly in another attempt 
to escape, he applied for Annapolis, but 
when he was accepted, he changed his 
mind, and, in the fall of 1919, duly 
entered Harvard. Everyone in Cabot's 
fam ily ag rees that he "matured late," 
and it wasn't until his college years that 
he began to spruce up and wonder what 
was going to become of him, since he 
had already decided he didn't want to 
spend his life promoting the fortunes of 
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in with your travel and vacation 
movies . .. 

The voices of the whole family at 
parties and holiday get-togethers ... 

You can add them all to all your 
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When the doorbell rings, answer it over the nearest phone. 
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from room to room, 

The visitor hears and talks to you over a small speaker. 

Home Communications Service 

Now your family can use telephones 

for communicating inside the house 

as well as for calling outside. 

This new service-a creation of 
Bell Telephone research-is called 
Home Interphone. 

It's a new development that every 
homeowner should know about, be
cause it offers, at reasonable cost, 
some remarkable benefits in conven
ience and security as well as ease 
and simplicity of operation. 

What you can do with 

Home lnterphone 

You can talk by phone from room to 
room-a use that's certain to save the 
whole family time and steps, day in 
and day out. 

If you have a question, or want to 
find someone, or call the family to 
dinner, just reach for the nearest ex
tension phone and turn a button to 
the Home lnterphone line. Then talk. 

Your voice is heard throughout the 
house. It's quietly broadcast from 
little speakers neatly mounted near 
each phone. 

The person you call can answer 
"hands free" if desired, without lift
ing the receiver. A tiny microphone 
hidden in each phone transmits re
plies, even from across a room. This 
is especially helpful when the person 
being called is busy in the kitchen or 
the basement workshop. 

You can answer the door from the near
est phone. A small, attractive micro
phone-speaker unit by the door 
carries your voice to your visitor, 
and picks up his replies, which you 
hear on the phone you are holding. 

When you're ill, or alone, or dress
ing, Home lnterphone lets you 
answer the door safely, easilv and 
without embarrassment. 

Just by picking up a phone 
you can do all this, too 

Check on sleeping infants. By putting 
the crib near a phone, you can check 
on whether a baby is restless from any 
other phone in the house. 

Call a person to the phone. If an out
side call comes in, for a daughter per
haps, you can hold that call and page 
her throughout the house. She takes 
her call on the nearest extension. 

Those who are ill can summon help. 
\,Vith a phone nearby, a person con
fined to bed can quickly and easily 
get assistance. 

I :~ ~ 
I; I L 

I -= I 
Keep track of playing children. If you 
have a phone in the recreation room 
you can check on children playing 
there-or call one if necessary. 

And there are other uses, too. 
Home lnterphone is extremely ver
satile. With experience and experi
ment, you' ll find many additional 
uses in the way your family lives. 

BELL TELEPHONE SYSTEM 

Phones located to serve you best 

Up to five telephones can be con
nected in a Home lnterphone ar
rangement . Where they are put 
depends on the needs and habits of 
your family. 

A typical arrangement might in
clude phones in the kitchen, the den 
or family room, the master bedroom, 
a teen-ager's room, and perhaps a 
basement workshop. 

The telephones can be in your 
choice of attractive colors, with 
speakers to match. And you can 
choose also from three telephone 
styles-the familiar wall and table 
models, or the popular new Princess 
phone, small in size with a dial that 
lights up. 

Bell maintenance, of course 

Like all Bell System services, Home 
lnterphone is designed and built for 
the utmost dependability. Your regu
lar monthly service charge covers any 
repairs that might be necessary as 
a result of normal use. Maintenance 
is done fast by skilled Bell Tele
phone technicians. 

You'll find that Home lnterphone 
makes the telephone more useful and 
convenient than it has ever been be
fore, and does so at a modest cost. 

How to order 

To have Home lnterphone in
stalled in your home-or to find out 
more about it in terms of your fam
ily's own way of life-just call your 
local Bell Telephone Business Office, 
ask your telephone man, or mail the 
coupon below. 

American Telephone and Telegraph Co. 
Dept. F, Rm. 516-A 
195 Broadway, New York 7, N. Y. 

Please send me additional information 
about Home lnterphone. 

Name. ____________ _ 

Address ___________ _ 

City or Town ____ Zone __ State __ 

Telephone __________ _ 
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• Unseen ,·irtues: tidy little darts nip in your 
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THESE seven sprightly 
shirts got their blossoms 
in England, where daf
fodils and primroses are 
as common as April 
showers. 

Hence the heavenlv 
color - printed fo.r 

Lady Hathaway at Liberty's, the great 
and famous fabric house on London's 
Regent Street. 

\Vhen Sir Arthur Liberty began print
ing fabrics in I 87 5, his friends \ Vhistlcr 
and Rossetti were full of fascinated advice. 
,Vhich may explain why Liberty Prints 
a rc still the most exquisitely colored, the 
most romantic in the world. 

The fabric itself is an airy, all-cotton 
lawn. And Lady Hathaway tailors it with 
the same cunning and care that go into 
Hathaway's famous shirts for men. 

Price: about $ I 2 a shirt. 
For store names and for our Haurlv 

Dictirmnry of Shirts mlfl Shirtings, write t~ 
Lady Hathaway, Waterville, Maine. Or 
call OXford 7-5566 in New York. 

• Convertible collar. Wear it safely buttoned 
-or dashingly 1mbuttoned like the girl below. 

• This packable print \\'eighs a cool 3 ounces, 
thanks to the gossamer fabric that Liberty uses. 

• You can also have this sh irt in heathery shades 
of blue. Or in compat ible lilacs and browns. 

• Here is Liberty's lir•elie.rt print of the year, 
It comes in a summery slce,·cless style, too. 

carbon black. He studied hard at Har
vard, and did well, but he doesn't seem 
to have made any positive impression on 
his classmates there, either. " \Ve neyer 
thought he'd be more than the nice son 
of an extraordinary fathe r," one of them 
said recently. Cabot himself isn't sure 
exact!) when he decided to enter the 
Foreign Service. "I wanted to be differ
ent," he says, "and I suppose the fact 
that no Cabot had ever chosen state
craft a a profession had something to 
do with it. Basically, though, I think I 
just fell into it-like stepping on a slip
peq rock and falling into the water. 
Two years at Oxford, after Harvard, 
did the trick, I guess . I grew a mus
tache and became interested in modern 
hi tory, so I decided, I suppose, to 
become part of it." Years later, in a 
Harvard anniversary classbook, Cabot 
wrote, with a trace of diplomatic irony: 
"I joined one of those dying profes
sions in 1926; the telephone and the 
like had doomed it, and I wore out my 
striped pants several years ago trying 
ever more breathlessly to keep up with 
it. I entered the Foreign Service Octo
ber I, 1926, spent siJs. months in Foreign 
Service school, and then, since I w;:s 
studying French and knew no Spanish, 
was naturally sent as vice -consul to 
Lima, Peru." 

Cabot has described his first post as 
"a vice-consul's dream." He was one 
of "three Foreign Service colt in train
ing" there, he says, adding, "\Ve were 
young and frisky and out to save th e 
world. So we saved young sailors who 
had drunk too much and were interested 
in sowing their oats, as we were. I 
brought along a little Buick road.ter and 
we used to go tearing up into the Andes 
exploring new roads that had just 
opened up." \\Then he wasn't rescuing 
befuddled mariners or roaring about in 
his Buick, he issued visas, validated pass
ports, wrote commercial reports, and 
performed the other routine chores that 
are the lot of a Foreign Service colt. 

After eighteen carefree months in 
Peru, Cabot was transferred to the 
Dominican Republic, then called Santo 
Domingo, where he found himself in 
the middle of a musical-comedy politi
cal situation . Rafael Trujillo, who wa 
then head of the National Guard, had 
engineered things in such a way that a 
garrison under his command in the city 
of Santiago was fomenting a revolution 
and a gar rison under his command in 
the city of Santo Domingo (now Ciu
dad Trujillo) was oppo ing it. In this 
wa), Trujillo, who actually favored 
the revolution, managed not to show his 
hand. Cabot darted back and fo rth be-

• 

ANY SEASON IS HOUDAY SEASON IN ITALY 
Great mountains with lots of snow for winter sports 
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THE VILLAGER INC. 

1407 Broadway, New York 

tween the two cities, ac ting as a deh y
ing diplomatic forc e of one, and suc
ceeded in keepin g the garrisons from 
clashing until the tension had subsided 
som ewha t. "The Santiago garrison 
finally m arc hed on Santo Domingo," 
Cabot says, "but by then the atmosphere 
had calmed down a bit. Even though 
th ere was a certain amount of shootin g, 
it wasn't as serio us as it mig ht have been 
ea rlier, when the crowds were out and 
angry." 

In D ecember of 1930, having helped 
for th e mom ent to prese rve th e peace 
in Santo Domingo, Cabot was sent as 
third sec reta ry to th e American Em
bassy in Mexico City, where he m et 
his future wife. H er father, H erbert 
L ewis, had been a mining man and a 
real-esta te ope rator there until his 
death, in 1922 . After attending Vas
sa r and th e Sorbonn e, Elizabeth L ewis 
had returned to Mexico City to becom e 
social secre tary to th e current Ambas
sado r, J. R eu hen Clark, and his wife. 
She and Cabot were married in Mexico 
City on April 2, 1932. C abot's family 
in Boston had been a tdl e shocked 
to learn that he had becom e engaged 
before they were g iven an opportunity to 
look the girl over, and the fact that th ey 
still had not seen her when he mar ried 
her did nothing to reassure th em, but 
they comforted th emselves by obse rving 
that lie was thirty years old, so it w as 
about time. After th e wedding, th e 
bride an d groom sailed for France, 
where they took a motor trip and Cabot 
introduced his wife to th e joys of wan
dering about in old churches-a hobby 
of his that has persisted to this day. 

Mrs. Cabot l1as th e reputation in the 
Foreign Service of being the perfect 
diplomat's wife. Many career men have 
been held back, and som e have even re
signed from the se rvice, because their 
wives proved unabl e to stand the strain 
of perpetual transfers from one strange 
city to anoth er, and of th e neve r-ending 
social obligations th ey are burden ed 
with. Mrs. Cabot says, "The important 
thing for a boy in the Foreign Service is 
to catch the right girl ea rly enough and 
ask her, 'Do you think you could stand 
this? ' If she thinks she can, and she can, 
it'll be fine. It's a lovely life, yo u know, 
but it's important to sta rt young anc.l 
bend with th e years, as we did. You ~ee 
beautiful things, and you're always 
m eeting old friends and m akin g new 
ones wh ereve r you go. It's a tight little 
society, this family of diplomats. In a 
way, it was much better years ago, whe n 
we had to find our own houses, and go 
into th e m a rket place to do our own 
shopping, and depended on our longer-

• 
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established neighbors, whether they 
were diplomats or not, for help. We 
learned by osmosis. ow we have Amer
ican residences and American commis
saries, and we all live on top of each 
other too much. There isn't nearly the 
fun and adventure there used to be." 

.. ,..~'g 
•--f:j ~~ 

T HE Cabots had hoped to return to 
Mexico after their honeymoon, but 

even before they sailed for France, 
Cabot got word that he had been trans
ferred to Guatemala. Then, the day 
before the couple were scheduled to 
leave Paris for the new post, he received 
a cable informing him that he was being 
sent to Brazil instead. "I handed Eliza
beth a cognac before I told her, and 
that's been th e signal for startling news 
ever since," Cabot says. In Brazil, the 
Cabots established their first home, and 
their first two children were born 
there-Marjorie Moors Cabot, who is 
now twenty-eight and married to a 
Mexican public servant, and John God-
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~ frey Lowell Cabot, a twenty-six-year
old graduate of the Harvard Business 
School, who works for the Cabot Corpo
ration. The Cabots have two other 

.:, children-Lewis Pickering Cabot, 
twenty-three and a student at Harvard, 
who was born in The Hague, and Eliz
abeth Tracy Cabot, eighteen and a 
student at Vassar, who was born in 
\Vashington. 

It was also in Brazil that Cabot 
learned how to be a mobile diplomat. 
When the Cabots arrived in Rio, the 
Ambassador was an old-timer named 
Edwin Morgan, who had been there 
since 1912. H e had not only created 
excellent relations between Brazil and 
the United States but become something 
of a power in the country. "Morgan was 
one of th e most unusual men I've 
ever met," Cabot says. "Everyone con
fided in him. He seldom bothered to 
report to Washington. The only trou
ble was that since he did everything 
himself, he wanted the rest of us to keep 
out of his way. The night we arrived in 
Rio, we attended a party at the Em
bassy, and when I walked into the 
office the next morning, Morgan 
roared, '\Vhat are you doing here?' I 
thought it was th e end of my career. 
Then he said that his orders to me were 
to go around and meet people, and not 
to come back until I could tell him some
thing about Brazil that he didn't know. 
Over the succeeding months-except 
now and then when I'd slink into the 
Embassy to help out with some paper
work-my wife and I wandered all 
over Brazil. It was wonderful not to live 
in a glass house. The minute any Bra-
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zilian said, 'Corne upcountry with me,' 
we jumped at the chance. We took a 
th rec-week trip down the Parana River 
to Paraguay in a dinky little river boat, 
stopping at every river town. The food 
was had, hut we didn't care. \Vhen I 
got hack to Rio after that jaunt, Mor
gan smiled at me for the first time." 

Morgan retired in the spring of 1933 
hut remained in Brazil as a private citi
zen. "After he and his successor, Hugh 
Gibson, had taken one look at each 
other, they decided to dislike each other 
cordially," Cabot recalls. "Since Mor
gan had a lot more contacts there than 
Gibson had, he became a kind of alter 
ambassador, and all of us at the Em bas y 
were caught in the middle. It couldn't 
have heen more embarrassing. The 
broken crockery was all over the place." 
\Vhen Morgan died, in 1934, things 
were more placid. Cabot now spent 
his time mostly at his desk, busy with 
such mundane matters as analyzing the 
Brazilian budget, working out details of 
the Brazilian debt settlement with the 
United States, and negotiating on tar
iffs. Still, Rio in the early thirties, the 
Cabots agree, was "one of the happy 
hunting grounds of prewar living." 
Carnivals lasted four days and four 
nights, and became gay costume parties 
during which the whole population, in
cluding the diplomatic colony, mingled 
on the A venida and danced. 

In 1936, after four Latin-American 
assignments in a row, Cabot got his 
first professional taste of Europe when 
he was sent to The Hague as econd 
secretary. Life was now growing much 
more serious; he arrived in Holland just 
after the German reoccupation of the 
Rhineland and left just before l\lunich. 
\Vatching the interplay of forces, Cabot 
re.ported extensively to \Vashington on 
the political picture-the Dutch azi 
Party was a nuisance-and on tax and 
track matters that were affected by 
the touchy monetary situation, but he 
;dso found time to plar in several ten
nis tournaments. Th~ Hague was a 
pretty staid place, and the Cabots were 
looked upon as a gay young couple 
from another world, who knew how to 
throw good parties and make exotic 
Latin drink. "I can still see Queen 
\Vilh elmina at a wedding party for one 
of her daughters, sailing across the room 
like a full-rigged ship for another one 
of our rum cocktails," Cabot says. "But 
the light moments were getting fewer 
:1nd fewer." 

In the late summer of 1938, Cabot 
was sent to Stockholm for what he 
thought would be a few weeks of filling 
in for someone else; it turned out to be 
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a six-month stint. As th e ranking secre
tary of the Stockholm Embassy, he 
kept reporting on the growing war 
menace, and as a tennis enthusiast he 
played against the late King Gusta
vus V in doubles matches. "Since the 
King had a former Davis Cup star for 
a partner, I wasn't on the winning side 
very often," he says. "Anyway, it was 
good protocol to lose." By this time, 
Cabot had discovered the existence of a 
global diplomatic set, whose members 
would keep bumping into each other as 
they travelled about the world. "Diplo
mats are more aware than most people 
of the value of carefully exchanged con
fidences," he says. "You've got to give 
in order to get, of course, and be very 
discreet in your indiscretions, but if 
you're careful, you'll find in the long 
run that you get more than you reveal." 

In Stockholm, for example, Cabot ran IMPERVION* 
across a diplomat from a Latin-Amer-
ican country whom he had known for by Macintosh 
some time, and this man passed on to London-tailored of finest Egyptian 
him a detailed account of how the Nazis cotton, IMPERVION provides the 
were getting a large amount of oil out highest degree of water-and-stain re-
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sensation around the Department that At all fine stores or write Robert Appleby 
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panied by som e samples, that he sent 
home as part of a sociological survey. 
"It's easily the most widely read report 
in my dossier," Cabot says. 

In th e spring of 1939, Cabot once 
again received word that he was being 
transferred to Guatemala. This time, 
the transfer went through, and he re
main ed in that country for two years. 
At that time, Guatemala was governed 
by the dictator Jorge Ubico Castafieda, 
and when war broke out in Europe, 
Washington feared that, because of the 
existence of a powerful Guatemalan 
German colony, he would prove to be 
pro-Nazi. "I wasn't convinced this 
would necessarily happen," Cabot says. 
"There's one thing a dictator wants to 
be, and that's master in his own house. 
Well, in time, Ubico let u know that 
he was fed up with the azis in his midst 
and was willing to hand them over to 
us. \Ve didn't give him a chance to 
change his mind. \Vithin forty-eight 
hours, we had dispatched a ship to collect 
them. Ubico was a bit taken aback at 
our promptness, but he stuck to his 
word and rounded up a hundred Nazis, 
and we carted th em off for internment. 
It was that sort of operation that broke 
the back of the Tazi Fifth Column in 
Central and South America." 

Cabot passed the war years in ,vash-
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ington, first as A sistant Chief of the 
Division of American Republics, then as 
Chief of th e Division of Caribbean and 
Central American Affairs, The, were 
rewarding years in some respect.; but in 
others they were as frustrating as anr in 
his ca reer, Specifically, he bec;1me be
yond doubt the most unsuccessful road 
builder in the government's history, Im
mediately after Pearl Harbor, whrn the 
Arm,1 was afraid that the Japam·se 
might try to seize Lower California, it 
wanted a thousand-mile highwa1 built 
from th e Mexican border tlown -to the 
tip of Lower California, Cabot was put 
in charge of this project. He went 
ahi:ad and made all the neci:ssal'\ ar
rangements, and then, just as th~ dig
gi ng was about to get under way, the 
Army decided that the pressure w;1s off 
and the road wasn't necessar\', "'Ve had 
to apologize to the ;\,1 exic;ns," Cabot 
Sa} s. "Fortunatd), the\' weri: 1·er1 nice 
about it." " rhen the G~nnan subn~arine 
campaign was at its height, the Army 
di:manded a fi fteen-h und red-mill- road 
from northern Guatemala to the Canal 
Zone. "At the last minute, the Army 
backed out on that one, too," Cabot re
ca ll s, "Once again, there was consid
erable explaining to do," Still another 
Cabot project that the Armr nipped 
in the bud had to do with quinine, " 7 hen 
the Asian supply was cut off by the 
J apanese, he began negotiations with 
severa l Central American countrie. to 
grow the stuff, but then Atabrine came 
along and the Armr called the deal 
off. He made the be;t of the fiasco br 
arranging to have ]\t1anila hemp grow;1 
in Costa Rica and Honduras, and rub
ber in Guatemala, which also agreed to 
export mahogany for PT boats.~"There 
were times when I felt I was more of 
a produce-and-marketing man than a 
diplomat," he says today. 

In 1944, Cabot at tend ed tht D um
barton Oaks Conference as an adviser 
on Latin-American affairs, and shortly 
afterward he was senior advi.er at the 
Inter-American Conference on Prob
lems of ,var and Peace, in l\lfexico 
City, where the Act of Chapultepec, 
setting up a system of hemispheric de
fense, was proclaimed. He then attend
ed the San Francisco Conference, again 
as an adviser on Latin-American affairs, 
and while there he received word that 
he had been appointed as Counsellor of 
Embassy at Buenos Aires. In his autobi
ographical sketch for Harvard, he notes 
that the appointment came th rough 
"just as the dead cats we re really be
ginning to fly;" that is, when the big 
fight between Ambassador Spruille 
Braden and Juan Per6n, the Argentine 
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dictator, was starting. At the time, 
Peron was widely accused of harboring 

Nazi , and Braden set ou t not only to 
clean up the Nazi situation hut to oppose 
the Per6n regime and encourage its 
domestic enemie, . "Braden soon dis

covered th at P erc1n had a good many 
more Nazi friends than we supposed 

and had no intention of getting rid of 
them at our behest," Cabot explained 
recent!}. " Taturally, I never held any 
brief for Peron, but it's my belief that 

the moment we do anything to an tago
nize a ruling faction, especially in Latin 

America, we just help keep it in power, 
and I don't think Per6n would have 

lasted as long as he did if Braden hadn't 

kicked up such a fuss . Yet, as I look 
back on it, it was one of the most in

teresting things I've seen, because Bra
den was so forceful and magnetic that by 

breaking all the rules he almost won 
the hand." 

In the late ,ummer of 1945, after 
thoroughly antagonizing Perc'm, Braden 

went home to become Assistant Secre
tarr of State for American Republic 
Affairs, and Cabot found himself tem
poraril) in charge. H e remained cha rge 
d'a:ffaires in Buenos Aires for eight 
months, during which the Perc1n and 

the anti-Peron forces were fighting it 
out. "There I was," he recalls, "having 
to implement a policy of forcing the issue 

that I didn't altoge th er believe in my
self, with the si tuation get tin g more ou t 

of hand all the time. Scarcelr a day 
passed without a riot. The odor of tear 
gas was ubiquitous. In October, th ere 
was a brief revolution, which for a 
while looked as if it might encl P erc'm's 

career, but unfortunately the an ti
Peronistas missed the boat. I remember 
trying to persuade them to get a wiggle 

on, but they simply lacked sufficient 
leadership. Peron quickly staged a coun
ter-Putsch and was back in power with

in ten days, producing a new situation, 
in which it was pretty clear that a vio
lent reaction against American inter
ference had set in . I started t1ying to im
press thi on \ Vashington. As a matter 
of fact, we were making considerable 

progress toward the original Braden 
goal of trying to get rid of azi inf! u
ence in business and cultural circles, and 
had even managed to get ome danger

ous Nazis deported, so it was emba r
rassing to have the State Department 
con tinue its broadsides against Per6n. 
It's true that th e Argen t inians were 

working both sides of the street, but 

they had actually begun to round up 
Tazi spies. Peron won overwhelmingly 

in th e elections of February, 1946, and, 
again, that al tered the picture consider-
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ably. I had to make the most difficult 
decision of my career, from the per
sonal standpoint. Having strongly op
posed the degree of our involvement in 
Argentine affairs, I thought at first that 
I must either go along quietly with 
vVashington's strong anti-Peron policy 
or resign and have my say publicly. 
Then I came to the conclusion that 
either course was cowardly and that I 
would do better to stay on and express 
my views officially, even if I eventually 
got thrown out of the Department. 
Happily-though I didn't know this un
til later-there were a lot of far more 
influential men than myself back home 
who had come to feel as I did." 

The clouds began to lift in April, 
1946, when George Messersmith was 
appointed as the new American Ambas
sador to Argentina. "I first read about 
his appointment in the Argentine press," 
Cabot recalls. "It was somewhat awk
ward to get the news that way and to 
have to dash out and get an agrement 
for Messersmith to enter Argentina, but 
luckily my relations with Peron's For
eign Minister, Juan Cooke, had always 
been good, and I got a quick O.K. 
\Vhen Messersmith arrived, he prompt
ly began reversing Braden's policy, and 
he went at it so hard that by the time I 
left Buenos Aires, two months later, I 
thought he had gone too far in the op
posite direction. But I didn't try to make 
an issue of it, as I'd done with Braden." 

Almost immediately, Cabot was 
plunged into another quagmire, for in 
June of 1946 he was appointed charge 
d'a:ffaires in Belgrade. "You must re
member that Tito was still Stalin's 
fair-haired boy then," he said recently. 
"There were some signs of trouble 
brewing, though, and it seemed to 
me that the Yugoslavs might even
tually have a chance to break loose. If 
they did, it was -essential for them to 
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know that they'd find our door open. 
This was the basic principle I adopted, 
and one of my last reports from Bel
grade, in July of 194 7, was a long one 
analyzing the real possibilities of a split 
and pointing out how we could encour
age it. I might add that it was much 
more favorably regarded by th e De
partment a year later than it was when 
I wrote it. By that time the split had 
taken place." In Yugoslavia, Cabot had 
less difficulty making contact with Tito 
than with the people. "In the end, 
my old way of travelling around the 
countryside proved best, although, of 
course, that wasn't so easy to do then," 
he recalls. "Once Elizabeth and I were 
able to get out of Belgrade, we found 
many of the people quite friendly. I re
member one time we sent a couple of 
jeeps clown to the Bulgarian border, and 
followed along hy train to pick them up 
at Nis and motor clear across Yugo
slavia. Th e Secret Police, naturally, 
trailed us all the way hack, but I'm sure 
they had to report a most alarming lack 
of subversive activities. They'd catch 
up with us at every stop-the dust of 
our jeeps made them look as if they'd 
been dumped into a flour barrel-and 
it rn ust have been pretty discouraging to 
find, each time, that we were only look
ing at another monastery." 

In Belgrade, plenty of diplomatic in
cidents arose to plague Cabot, among 
them the shooting clown of two Ameri
can transport planes over Yugoslavia, 
but the post was a sinecure compa red to 
his next one. The wives of diplomats 
engage even more diligently than the 
diplomats themselves in an almost daily 
guessing game about where they will be 
sent next. One clay in late 194 7, after 
the Cahots had returned to Washington 
from Belgrade, Mrs. Cabot invited 
some Foreign Service wives to lunch, 
and throughout the meal they kept 
badgering her with questions about her 
next destination. "One thing I can tell 
you-we're not going to Shanghai," 
she said at last, since this seemed to her 
the most unlikely spot of all for her 
husband. An hour later, Cabot handed 
her a glass of cognac and told her the 
news: he was going to Shanghai, as 
consul general. Mrs. Cabot clowned the 
cognac and then, feeling a little foolish, 
called her luncheon companions. When 
the Cabots arrived in Shanghai, early in 
1948, the Communists were sweeping 
China, and the city was being plagued 
by a wave of an ti-American demon
strations-not all of them Comr.nunist
led by any means. Cabot at once began 
making speeches in an effort to coun
teract what he considered the people's 
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"preposterous misconceptions" about 
the United States and its policies toward 
China and toward Asia in general. 
These talks were directed partly at the 
Kuomintang, which was complaining 
bitterly-and, Cabot still believes, un
justifiably-that it was not receiving 
sufficient aid from the United State 
and partly at the Communists and thei; 
sympath ize rs. Cabot couldn't do much 
of his usual travelling around the 
countryside, but he made up for it by 
hours of wandering through Shanghai 
and observing the people. H e feels-and 
quite a few Foreign Service men agree 
with him-that a series of reports he 
filed on the ci ty are among the best he 
ever wrote. " I remember how it dis
turbed me to be living in one of those 
enormous houses, with acres of useless 
lawn, right in the middle of the city," 
he recalls. "You can imagine what the 
families huddled in shanties around our 
wall s could have grown on all that land. 
My first look at the town was in J anu
ary, when it was cold and damp, and 
miked babies were constantly being 
fo und frozen in the streets. It was a 
horrifying business. The whole social 
structure was termite-ridden. Corrup
tion was universal, and, wha t was worse, 
not even the foreign colony seemed to 
give a damn. A ll the people I encoun
tered-businessmen particularly-ap
peared to think that a Commun ist vic
tory was not only inevitable but to be 
welcomed, after their long, frustrating 
experience wi th the Kuomintang." 

~dJft, (~,1 t:-Jlh ,~il!U_ 
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By th e en d of 1948, Cabot was busy 
preparing to evacuate some fo ur thou 
sand Americans from Shanghai, and 
during th e next few months about two
thirds of the American colony was 
moved out. The Com munists marched 
into the city on May 25, 1949. Short
ly before they arrived, the Consulate 
General had moved into th e Glenn Line 
Building, on the Bund, which the Unit
ed States avy had previously tenanted, 
and as th e R eds ca me sniping down 
the Bund, Cabot and most of his staff, !~----------------
which then numbered about eighty, 
watched from the roof of the bu11ding, 
shielding themselves behind a stone 
parapet. After a while, deciding that 
the fire was getting too heavy, Cabot 
threw himself flat on the surface of the 
roof, and, followed by those who felt 
as he did, inched himself out of range. 
"Even while crawling, he showed great 
self-possession," one of his Shanghai 
staff has recalled. 

Cabot stayed on for two months after 
the Communists occupied Shanghai, 
and then left only because h e was suf
fering a severe attack of dysentery. H e 
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regards those two months as his worst 
experience in the Foreign Service. "As 
soon as it became evident that Washing
ton wa n't going to recognize the new 
regime, the Communists really turned 
on us," he says. "They were deter
m ined to be as tough and nasty as they 
could." P artly to keep up appearances 
and partly to relax, Cabot continued to 
play tennis and to entertain whenever 
he wasn't feeling too ill. One evening, 
a mob of Chine e who had fo rmerly 
been employed by the United States 
Navy besieged the Consulate General, 
demanding back pay. "Cabot exhibi ted 
great aplomb in dealing with them," an 
assistant recalls. "He instructed all of 
us to put our hands in our pockets, as a 
show of passive resistance, and told the 
demonstra tors quietly that this was no 
way to settle things. After that, they 
hung around the building for a while, 
and we decided not to try to break 
through the ir ranks and get back to 
our living quarters." Cabot looks back 
on the affair philosophically. "The 
building was blockaded for seven or 
eight hours," he says, "but we had food 
and water and light and some whiskey, 
so it wasn't terribly se rious. Finally, 
after we had put up cots for the night, 
it began to rain, and the crowd got dis
couraged . Tha t's the way histo ry is 
usuall y w rit ten, you know." 
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In J uly, Cabo t flew ou t of Shanghai 
with the Ambassador, J ohn Leigh ton 
Stuart. H is experiences had convinced 
him that a tou r of duty in a Communi t 
coun t ry is a must for any ca reer man, 
and on re turning home, w here he was 
tempora rily attac hed to th e U nitecl 
States D elegation to the United Na
tions, he did a good bit of speaking on 
China. As usual, he spoke with more 
candor than many diplomats would 
choose to d isplay. H e had no do ubts th at 
C hina's new conquero rs we re "t rue, 
fanat ical, indoctrinated Communists," 
but he kept emphasizing that the Kuo
min tang could blame its own corrup- .:, ==:::~~~=::~~~====
tion and in t rigues, an d not the lac k 
of suffi cien t A merican aid, for th e loss 
of C hina. His opinions were hardly 
fash ionable at the time, but alth ough 
many of the old China hands who 
were expressin g similar ideas resigned 
or were forced ou t of the Sta te D e
partment in those clays, he escaped 
their fa te, probably because, afte r a 
mere eighteen months in the Orient, he 
was not regarded as one of them. "The 
chan ces are that if he'd been in China 
a while longer he'd have got in to the 
same sort of trouble," one of his friends 
in the Departmen t says. "But one thing 
is sure-that wouldn't have stopped 
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Jack from saying exactly what he 
thought." 

THROUGH his years in the For-
eign Service, Cabot had stead ii y 

advanced in rank, and shortly after his 
return from Shanghai he was promoted 
to the position of Career Minister. Since 
then, except for another period of ser
vice in \Vashington, he has been in 
charge of embassies or legations in four 
countries. The first of th em was Fin
land, which presented a sharp contrast 
to China, though the Communist prob
lem existed there, too, about twenty per 
cent of the population having voted for 
the Pa rty's cand idates. Cabot conceived 
the idea of making informal appear
ances before labor groups as a means 
of counteracting Communist inf! uence. 
"It was obvious that a certain amount 
of Communist mud would stick to th e 
average workman unless he got enough 
ideas from the oth er side to wash it off," 
he says. Accordingly, in the summer of 
195 0 he and a young secretary at th e 
lega tion who spoke Finnish took to th e 
road and met with various groups at 
halls throughout the country, making it 
clear from the start that they were there 
to answer questions. The Finns had 
plenty of questions to ask, and the sub
jects they were particularly interested in 
were the American attitude toward the 
Korean \Var, the nature of the Social 
Security program in the United States, 
and th e Negro problem. "\Ve appeared 
at about a dozen m ee tings," Cabot re 
calls, "and there was no doubt that they 
went over well, because th e Finns kept 
asking for more ." Cabot remembers 
his Finnish a signment with pleasure, 
and not only for professional reasons. 
\Vhile he was th ere, he was intro
duced to th e sauna-a small concrete 
bath chamber hea ted by red-hot rocks
and when he return ed to th e United 
States, he spent three thousand dollars 
installing one on th e grounds of his 
Massachusetts summer hom e. That is 
one possession the Cabots have not at
tempted to carry around with them . 

In September of 1952, Cabot was 
appointed Ambassador to Pakistan, but 
he neve r got there . The change of ad
ministration in Washington kept him 
waiting in the capital for five months, 
dividing his time between an empty of
fic e and th e Metropolitan, Ch evy 
Chase, and University Clubs. Th en, 
unexpectedly, he was offered th e As
sistant Secretaryship for Inter-Ameri
can Affairs, an important post that goes 
sometimes to career men and sometimes 
to political appointees. Cabot was glad 
to have a crack at the job. H e felt 
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Britain tempts the businessman: a subversive advertisement 

T HIS ADVERTISEMENT is designed to 
tempt the man who goes to Britain 

on business. It is slightly subversive. 
The deer-stalking executive above 

still has work to do in nearby GlasgmL 
But, for one heathery weekend, he has 
put his telescope to his blind eye. Sales 
curves are forgotten. Worries disappear 

HORSE RACING. On-course bookmak
ing is legal in Britain. See photograph. 
Flat racing goes on from Spring till 
Fall. Steeplechasing, vice versa. 

like Highland rabbits. Our truant is 
\,·ise. Ask any doctor. 

Other cities, other temptations. 
\Vithin se\·ency miles of Birmingham 
you can hunt cottages in the Cots\\'olds, 
castles on the Ri,·er \Nye, and colleges 
in Oxford. And, a couple of hours from 
Manchester, you can be fishing in the 

THEATRE. London has nearly twice as many first
rate theatres as New York. At least thirtv other 
cities ha,·c fine repertory. You can get the best 
scat at the Old Vic for $2.+o. 

Lake District, mountain-climbing in 
\,Vales, or shooting birdies at Hoylake. 

And did you realize that there isn't 
one British to\\'n more than seventy 
miles from the sea? Think of what that 
means to your family. But that's vaca
tion talk. For more solace for the lonely 
executive, see photographs below. 

CAR RACING. The Triumph, the MG, 
and the Jaguar all came out of British 
racing stables. So did Stirling Moss. 
Above is the start-line at Goodwood. 

Fnr free il/11s1rnted hook/et. uBritoin Mn111s R1tri11en." H'P 1•0ur travel ar:e11t or write Box 136. British Travel Association. 
In New York - 6110 Fifth Ave.; /11 Los A11ge/es-606 South /Jill St. ; Ill Chicago- 39 South La Salle St.; Ill Ca,wda-90 Adelaide Street West, Toro11to. 

that the United States had tended to 
neglect Latin America since the war 
and that this indifference was under
mining its relations with the peoples of 
that continent. Soon after he took over 
his new post, he went on a month-long 
trip th rough eleven nations of Central 
and South America, but it was not an 
overwhelming success from the public
relations standpoint. He had to deal al
most exclusively with officialdom, and, 
with his taste and capacity for mingling 
thus thwarted, he assumed a protective 
armor of stiff formality. The one time 
he loosened up was in the Dominican 
Republic, and there he ran afoul of 
Trujillo. At a private dinner party of 
American businessmen, he diverted his 
guests by telling them sto ries of his ex
periences with the fledgling dictator of 
twenty-five years before. The tales got 
back to Trujillo, who was furious and, 
in an effort to embarrass Cabot publicly, 
tried to represent him as a pro-Commu
nist. The State Department knew better, 
hut it was not pleased at having one of 
its high officers get into a row with the 
dictator. Upon his return, Cabot ir
ritated the government in other ways. 
He declared that the United States 
should establish correct relations with 
certa in Latin-American nations wheth
er it approved of their governments or 
not, and on the question of economic 
assistance he clashed with Secretary of 
the Treasury George Humphrey and 
others in the administration who were 
trying to retrench. In March, 1954, 
he was asked to resign. He submitted his 
resignation in an odd kind of 111ca-culpa 
letter to Secretary of State Dulles. "I 
have found it a handicap that my experi
ence has been predominantly in the for
eign political field," he wrote, "whereas 
the problems [ of the job] are largely in 
the foreign economic and financial 
fields, and their solution requires ex
tensive con tacts in the domestic political 
field." 

Cabot's resignation was accepted, and 
soon afterward he was appointed Am
bassador to Sweden. The American 
press wasn't altogether kind to him 
when he went to Stockholm. "CABOT 

SAYS HE'S INCOMPETENT FOR OXE 

JOB, GETS . .\KOTHER," one headline 
read. However, the Swedes, who are 
rather choosy about the kind of am
bassadors they get, didn't seem to mind 
on learning that their new one was 
coming to them under a cloud. "He's 
a full-blooded American, anyway," a 
Swedish editor wrote, "and not just 
someone of Scandinavian descent with 
a yen to see the old country." Cabot's 
previous short tour in Sweden appar-
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ently qualifi ed him further in Swed
ish eyes, for another Swedish editor 
reported, "He knows a great deal abou t 
Swedish gla and sailing." Today, 
it is generally conceded in both \Vash
ing ton and Stockholm that Cabot 
proved to be one of this country's most 
effective and popular ambassadors to 
Sweden, and his practice of having give
and-take chats with the workers had a 
lot to do with it. "\Vhen I a rrived in 
Sweden, there was a good deal of criti
cism of the United States in th e air-a 
feeling that our foreign policy was some
what flighty," he recalls. "A lot was 
being said about McCarthyism and our 
racial policies. The Communists were 
pretty noisy. If they drip poison stead
ily, a certain amo unt seeps in, and I set 
about trying to ad minister an antidote 
instead of just shuffiin g pape rs at my 
desk." 

In his three years in Sweden, Cabot 
made about sixty appearances at union 
halls. His flat, nasal New England 
voice struck the reserved Swedes as just 
right, and they liked his mann er of re-

' sponding to their questions about Amer
ican life, though to an American he 
might have sounded rather as if he were 
conducting a Sunday-school class back 
home. P erhaps the most significan t proof 
of Cabot's success in Sweden was th e 
fact that the Russians became more and 
more disturbed abou t him. His influence 
was publicly recognized when a group 
of students called at the Soviet Embassy 
and demanded that someone there an 
swer their questions, the way th e A mer-
ican Ambassador was doing; even tually, 
a few anonymous written answers to 
queries were sen t out by a messenger, 
making it clear who had won the verbal 
battle. Cabot was transferred to Co
lombia in the spring of 195 7, and if the 
Russians were glad to see him leave, the 
Swedes were n ot; in fact, Swedish jour
nalists suggested pointedly that his next 
post wasn't nearly important enough 
for him. 

If Cabot was inclined to agree, he 
maintained a diplomatic silen ce. When 
he arrived in Colombia, a shaky coali
tion government had just been set up 
by a group of military leaders who had 
overth rown a dictator, and during the 
following year or so the new regime had 
to ward off two attempted coups. There 
was nothing much that Cabot could do 
about the revolutionary bullets, except 
to dodge them , but he could and did 
act on the economic front. A decade of 
hinterland fighting and banditry had 
shattered the Colombian economy) and 
before Cabot returned to Washington 

., in the spring of 195 9, for what he then 
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expected would be only a leave, he 
helped negotiate a substan tial loan to 
Colombia and arranged a large shipment 
of surplus food from the United States. 

Suddenly ordered to Rio instead of 
back to Bogota, Cabot found an even 
more critical situation to contend with. 
"Brazil was like a jilted woman," he 
ays. "The Brazilians are a sensitive and 

sentimental people. Traditionally, over 
a century and a half, we have always 
had very close relations, and I found 
them craving attention, which we 
hadn't lately been giving them." In fact, 
the United States had particularly an
noyed Brazil by approving of the In
ternational Monetary Fund's rejection 
of a Brazilian request for a loan, on the 
ground that Brazil's financial structure 
was badly in need of reform. Cabot's 
first job was to soothe the Brazilians' 
ruffled feelings, and he made a point of 
reassuring the government of our con
tinuing willingness to assist its economic 
recovery. When Brazil produced an un
usually large coffee crop last year, the 
United States bought half of it, which 
improved the situation immeasurably. 
Cabot is vastly encouraged by recent de
velopments. The new Quadros regime 
has begun to take firm steps to stabilize 
the currency and to stop inflation, and 
the United States, in the waning days 
of the Eisenhower administration and in 
the first days of the Kennedy adminis
tration, took a step that Cabot had been 
urging for years: last September, at a 
conference in Bogota, the United States 
decided to put its program for social and 
economic aid to Latin America on a 
broad, long-range basis, and pledged 
half a billion dollars, as a starter, toward 
Latin-American land reform, low-cost 
housing, health, and education . The 
program is now being heartily pressed 
by President Kennedy and is up before 
Congress; if it is approved, as it undoubt
edly will be, Brazil's sha re of the aid is 
bound to be considerable. This prospect 
delights Cabot, especially since it may 
help counteract Brazil's present tend
ency to establish closer economic and 
political ties with the Communist bloc. 

In his day-to-day dealings with the 
Brazilians, Cabot continues to operate 
on the theory that an ambassador should 
be seen and heard. Apart from his regu
lar appearances before commercial and 
labor groups, he has had informal dis
cussions with many Brazilians, particu
larly with studen ts, who have ques
tioned him sharply about Washington's 
policy toward Fidel Castro, about end
ing the Cold \Var, and about such mat
ters as the execution of Caryl Chess
man; the Ambassador has answ_!:!red the 
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last by saying that, while he happens not 

to believe in capital punishment himself, 

the international sympathy for Chess

man was largely misplaced, because of 

the man's long record of criminality. 

Not long ago, another crimin::il matter 

came into Cabot's ambassadorial orbit, 
when he helped to negotiate an extradi

tion treaty between Brazil and the 

United States. Aimed at "the repression 

of crime," the treaty, which still re-
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1 quires Congression::il approval in both 

countries, would enable J usticc Depart

ment officials to bring back a few prom

inent American malefactors who have 

recently fled to Brazil. 
These days, C::ibot's life is compli

cated by the fact that Brazil has two 

capitals-the new inland city of Brasilia 

and Rio de Janeiro. The Brazili::in gov

ernment is in the process of moving to 
Brasilia, hut ::ilthough President Quad

ros is al ready there, the Foreign Minis

try has not yet followed, and the Amer

ican Embassy remains in Rio. Mrs. 
Cabot is looking ahead to shifting the 

family's pos.e.sions to still another em

bassy building, and meanwhile the Am

bassador shuttles back and forth between 

the two capitals. Characteristically, he 

sees a bright side to all the travelling. "It 

takes time, of course," he said recently, 1 

"but it's pleas::int-like having a house 

in the country and one in town. I like 

both cities, ::ind I like Brazil. In fact, 
now that I know I'm going to stay here 

awhile, I like Brazil more than ever." 

He smiled, and added, "And that goes 

for my joh, too."-RoBERT SHAPLEN 

• 
Evil of th1· King Cockroach is the sec

ond novel by the l\laltese playwright, 
Francis Ebejer. It is an unusual book, writ
ten with considerable power and intensity. 
Evil, seemingly embodied in a cockroach, 
haunts the basement where Ber tu, a cheese
cake maker in Valetta, has to do his work. 
An external drama, involving Bertu's 
young daughter, Rosie, precipitates the 
crisis whereby the evil is exorcised by the 
attempted repetition of a crime, and its 
final expiation . This is a dramatist's 
theme, but 1\1 r. Ebejer develops it in a 
manner proper to the novel, never losing 
sight of reality.-Lo11r/011 Times Litera,·y 
Supplement. 

That's where 20-20 vision helps. 

• 
A IO-year-old boy chained to a tree near 

his home in the Arroyo Seco, Pasadena, 
was the object of sympathetic attention 
from passers-by. Police called the case 
one of parental discipline and said they 
\Yere powerless to interfere. 

City Forester Harper announced that 
he favored legislation which n·ould com
pel all property holders of the city to plant 
trees in front of their land.-Los Angeles 
Times. 
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