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Rebekah Fowlkes, 25, of Newark, and Harry Simon, 22, of Dover, impersonate Marty McFly and Doc Brown as they pose next to
a Delorean as part of Back to the Future Day on Wednesday.

Hundreds
celebrate Back to
the Future Day

By KARIE SIMMONS
ksimmons@chespub.com

time machine out of a De-
Lorean, he only had one an-
SwWer.

“The way I see it, if you're
gonna build a time machine
into a car, why not do it with
some style?” he replied.

That's exactly what the
owners of Captain Blue Hen

When Marty McFly asked Comics were thinking when
Doc Brown why he built a they parked a DelLorean in
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front of their store Wednes-
day in celebration of “Back to
the Future Day,” which pays
homage to the popular film
trilogy from the 1980s.
“Back to the Future Part II”
shows characters Marty Mc-
Fly (Michael J. Fox) and Doc
Brown (Christopher Lloyd)
traveling three decades into
the future to Oct. 21, 2015, to
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prevent Marty’s son from go-
ing to jail.

Fans celebrated across the
country on Wednesday and
many theaters even showed
the movie.

In Newark, in addition to
events at the comic shop,

See FUTURE
Page 2
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Bicycle
share
program
planned

Bikes will be
free to use for
up to 4 hours

By JOSH SHANNON
jshannon@chespub.com

Joining the ranks of ma-
jor cities like New York and
Philadelphia, Newark will
soon be home to a bicycle
share program.

Initiated by the University
of Delaware’s College of
Health Sciences and paid
for by sponsors, the pro-
gram will be free to riders
for the first four hours.

Some of the bikes will be
stationed at the STAR Cam-
pus, home to the College of
Health Sciences and a grow-
ing number of businesses.
However, bikes also will be
available other places on
campus and around the city.

“It will connect the whole

See BIKE
Page 4
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Geoff Schmier looks inside the DeLorean parked in front of Blue Hen Comics.
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Days of Knights featured a
Back to the Future board
game, and the Newark Area
Rotary Clubs held a “Save
the Clock Tower” fundraiser
at the clock tower near the
corner of Main and Academy
Streets. Money raised will
be donated to The Delaware
KIDS Fund, which provides
goods and services to chil-
dren at risk and in distressed
situations.

The clock tower is a refer-
ence to the first movie in the
trilogy, in which Doc and
Marty power their time ma-
chine using a lightning bolt
that struck the clock in the
courthouse square. They

learned of the lightning strike
through a newspaper article
from the future that adver-
tised a fundraiser to help re-
pair the damaged clock.

At the comic shop in Mar-
ket East Plaza, visitors ob-
tained a new Back to the Fu-
ture comic, bought themed
sandwiches from the food
truck Wildwich and posed
with a DeLorean.

Kevin Rude, of Newark,
purchased the Delorean 20
years ago because not only
is he a fan of the movie, he
also liked the car’s “timeless
lines.”

“Plus, it’s easy to clean,” he
said. “A lot of people didn’t
even know the car until the
movie.”

Rude added that he doesn’t
normally show off the car —
he drives it.

“We take it to go get ice
cream,” he said, laughing.

However, when he was
approached about bringing
it to Wednesday’s event, he
couldn’t say no. He said he’s
just happy he can bring joy
to movie fans of all ages and
raise money for The Dela-
ware KIDS Fund.

“I'm glad to help any chari-
table cause,” he said.

Sarah Laskowsk1 17, of
Bear, had her picture taken
inside Rude’s car and, as a
fan of the movies, was pretty
excited.

“This is like once in a life-
time,” she said.

She said she first watched
the film in middle school and
was immediately drawn to all
of the futuristic gadgets the
movie predicted might be
available in the future. Now

4th Annual Fall
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October 24 - 10 a.m. to.5 p.m. |
October 25 - 41 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Singerly Banquet Hall “

300 Newark Ave., Eikton, MD
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Admission: $3 (or $2 with this ad)
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Wedesday in honor of Back to the Future Day.

that the “future” is finally
here, Laskowski said she’s
a little disappointed there
are no hoverboards or flying
cars quite yet.

“I think this is so cool,” she
said. “The future is actually
here today. No stuff really
flies, but it’s still cool.”

Rebekah Fowlkes, 25, of
Newark, who was dressed
as Marty McFly, and Harry
Simon, 22, of Dover, who was
dressed as Doc Brown, also
posed with the car.

Fowlkes was dressed in
full McFly gear from the self-
drying jacket down to the
self-tying Nike shoes and the
pink hoverboard. She said
she often wears her costume
to comic conventions.

Simon, who donned a pat-
terned shirt and a wig of
crazy white hair, said he first

watched the Back to the Fu-
ture movies when he was 10
years old and was hooked.

“I've been looking forward
to this day for most of my
life,” he said, calling himself
a “super fan.”

Aside from the fact that the
films are meant to be comi-
cal, he said he enjoys them
for other reasons.

“I like the science fiction
aspect of it,” Simon said.
“And the fact that they used
a hunk-ajunk car and made
it famous.”

“It's a timeless movie,” he
added. “For some reason,
people just keep coming
back to it.”

At Switch Skateboarding,
Niki Vella and her 1l1-year-
old son, Francis, posed with
a replica of the pink hover-
board Marty rides in the sec-

1008 Capitol Trail (Rt.2),

Newark DE 19711
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www.BlueHenCarWash.com

302227321100

ond movie.

“We’re very happy Newark
decided to do this,” she said.

Joey Simpers, owner of
Switch, said he ordered the
hoverboard online and invit-
ed people inside the shop on
Wednesday to take pictures
for discounts on their mer-
chandise. Meanwhile, the
film played on TVs around
the store.

“We're fans of the movie,”
Simpers said. “Who isn’t?”

Vella said she was a huge
fan in the 1980s and passed
her love of the movie onto
her son, who she says is “ob-
sessed.”

On Wednesday, Francis
couldn’t even decide on a fa-
vorite character.

“That's a hard one,” he
said. “But the hoverboard is
cool.”




LOCALNEWS | 3

Light will be
installed this
winter

By KARIE SIMMONS
ksimmons@chespub.com

Motorists often get stuck
waiting several minutes
for pedestrians to cross
East Main Street at the
University of Delaware
Green, but a new signal
planned for the crosswalk
may soon alleviate some
of the standstill, especially
during class changes.

For years, the city has
been working with the
Department of Transpor-
tation and the university
to develop a plan to sig-
nalize both the crosswalk
there and on Delaware
Avenue at The Green. The
projects will improve pe-
destrian safety and traffic
flow; however, work on the
Delaware Avenue signal
has been pushed back due
to a proposed cycle track
and other issues.

Last week, council ap-
proved the funding for the
Main Street signal, and
construction is slated to
being this winter.

Public Works Director
Tom Coleman said the sig-
nal will be timed with the
light at Main Street and
South College Avenue,

meaning when that light-
turns red for Main Street
traffic, so too will the new
light at the crosswalk, al-
lowing allow pedestrians

“to cross. When the light

turn green, pedestrians
will have to stop to allow
traffic to flow.

Currently, traffic must

constantly yield to pedes-
trians in the crosswalk.
DelDOT will build the
signals using city funding
and will take out one park-

NEWARK POST PHOTO BY JOSH SHANNON
Traffic backs up as University of Delaware students cross Main Street at The Green during a class change last week. Over the
winter, crews will install a traffic signal designed to cut down on delays.

ing space on Main Street
during the process. The
project is estimated to cost
$115,563 and includes an
upgrade to a black fluted

ornamental pole and mast
arm requested by the uni-
versity. Coleman said UD
agreed to fund the $9,102
upgrade and will reim-
burse the city once every-
thing is installed.

Following  reimburse-
ment, the project will cost
the city $106,461.

Councilman Rob Gifford
questioned why the city
didn’t ask UD to contrib-
ute more money toward
the new signal because
the crosswalk is partially
on their property and used
frequently by college stu-
dents. He encouraged staff
to seek additional funding
from the university.

“I don’t think we asked
for more than necessarily
this,” Coleman responded.

Rep. John Kowalko
echoed Gifford’s con-
cerns.

“I think it’s the respon-
sibility of the University
of Delaware to contribute
to a situation that they are
in some ways responsible
for,” he said.

Councilman Stu
Markham asked for a po-
lice presence to enforce
the new signal rules once
it is installed.

“This will do no good if
the students ignore it and
just walk across,” he said.

Council voted 6 to 1 to
pay DelDOT $115,563 for
the new signal with Gif-
ford as the opposing vote.
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Newark author pens first self- pubhshed book

By KARIE SIMMONS

ksimmons@chespub.com

When 59-year-old John Mick-
los, Jr. thinks back to his child-
hood, he remembers his fear of
the basement. Like most chil-
dren, he was scared of the dark-
ness, the creepy creaky stairs
and the shadows of what may or
may not have lurked behind that
box of old winter sweaters.

And don’t forget about that
“moany, groany, chill-you-to-the-
boney” sound, as he calls it.

Eventually, Micklos, now an
author of nearly 25 children’s
books, outgrew his fear, but as
kid he was much like David —
the main character in his latest
title, “The Sound in the Base-
ment.”

The picture book is his first
self-published title by his own
First State Press and chronicles
the adventures of young David
as he overcomes his fear of the
basement and searches for the
source of the “moany, groany,
chill-you-to-the-boney” sound he

keeps hearing.

Micklos, who was born in New-
ark but grew up in Pennsylvania,
moved back to the area with his
family 35 years ago and lives in
the West Meadow neighborhood
off Possum Park Road. His inter-
est in writing started when he
wrote his first book in second
grade called “Tubby the Pig on
the Moon,” although it was nev-
er published.

He studied journalism and cre-
ative writing at Ohio University
and spent 30 years working at
the International Reading As-
sociation on Barksdale Road,
which is now called the Inter-
national Literacy Association.
Micklos was editor-in-chief of
Reading Today, the IRA’s mem-
bership newspaper for literacy
academicians and classroom
teachers and interviewed sever-
al children’s authors while work-
ing at the newspaper.

“By reading their books, it
kind of deepened my interest in
children’s literature,” he said.

He started writing “Daddy Po-

ems” and other family-related
poetry books as well as numer-
ous history and social studies
books about the Revolutionary
War, Alexander Graham Bell
and Amelia Earhart on side until
2011, when he deciding to make
writing his main focus.

Micklos said writing a book
takes a lot of time, patience and
creativity. He worked on “The
Sound in the Basement” for 15
years before publishing it him-
self a few months ago, choosing
to find his own illustrator rather
than go through a commercial
publisher.

“I wanted creative control over
it,” he said. “I had this vision for
the book in-my head.”

Micklos said he wanted to
write a book that would help kids
face their fears, whatever they
may be, and a lot of kids fear the
basement. He pulled from his
own life experience in coming
up with the story because he,
too, used to be terrified of go-
ing down there. He remembers
telling his mother to keep the

door open and talk to him from
the top of the stairs whenever he
went into the basement.

He said “The Sound in the
Basement” can relate to any fear
and is meant to teach children
that things are not always what
they appear to be — sometimes
it’s just their imagination playing
tricks on them.

Unlike David, Micklos never
overcame his fear, he just grew
out of it.

“Maybe if I had read this book
I would have,” he said.

Over the years, Micklos has
enjoyed writing non-fiction but
said there’s nothing like seeing
pictures bring his fiction stories
to life. He loves being able to in-
spire and teach young readers
and hopes his books become
part of children’s favorite memo-
ries with their parents.

“As an author, that’s kind of
the ultimate — to know families
are enjoying your book togeth-
er,” he said.

Newark-based author John Micklos recently

The book is available for pur- penned his first self-published children’s

chase on Amazon.com.

book under First State Press.
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community,” said Michael
Smith, director of strategic
initiatives and partnerships
for the College of Health
Sciences.

The bike share will begin
in the spring.

To run the program, UD
has contracted with the

Gotcha Group, an Atlanta-
based company that runs
advertising-supported bike
and car share programs at
several college campuses.
As part of the deal, Gotcha
will supply at least 75 bikes
initially, with the expecta-
tion of adding 25 bikes an-
nually for the next three to
five years.

The bikes will be stored
in “corrals” around New-
ark, and riders will be able

to use a smartphone app to
gain access to a bike.

“The corrals will be stra-
tegically located in eight or
10 places around the com-
munity and campus,” Smith
said, noting the exact loca-
tions haven’t been decided.
“You can pick it up whether
you're going to Main Street
or class.”

Advertising on the corrals
and the bicycles will pay for
the $1,200 cost of each bike

and allow most riders to use
the program for free. How-
ever, those who keep the
bikes for longer than four
hours will pay approximate-
ly $5 per day.

One of the sponsors
is SevOne, the technol-
ogy company that recently
opened an office at the
STAR Campus that will
house more than 200 em-
ployees.

Rick Harman, vice presi-

dent of human resources
for SevOne, said the pro-
gram will be beneficial for
the company’s workers,
who will be able to use the
bikes to get to other areas
of campus or to downtown.

“It will be great for us as
a tech start-up looking for a
creative way to get around
other than cars,” Harman
said. “We have a young ac-
tive group, and it’s fun to
say, ‘Let’s hop on a bike and

head to the Creamery or
the Little Bob.”

Ricky Nietubicz, spokes-
man for the city of Newark,
said that while the city is
not financially involved in
the program, the bike share
fits in with several other ini-
tiatives Newark has under-
taken recently to make the
city more bike-friendly.

“It's really exciting,” Ni-
etubicz said. “We’re very
hopeful it will work out.”
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By KARIE SIMMONS

ksmmons@chespub com

_.. The city of Newark is plan-

ning to replace nearly 2,000
streetlights with LED fix-
tures that officials say last
longer, will reduce light pol-
lution and cut down on main-
tenance and energy costs.

The effort is part of the
Delaware Municipal Electric
Corporation’s LED Street-
light Conversion Project
and last week, council voted
unanimously to allocate the
necessary funding to partici-
pate.

Newark’s Electric De-
partment will replace 1,982
cobra-head streetlights with
Leotek LED fixtures, which,
according to Electric Direc-
tor Rick Vitelli, were recom-
mended based on cost, war-
ranty and references from
other cities that installed the
same lights.

Main Street’s fixtures have
already been converted to
LEDs, so the pending work
will be focused on other ma-
jor roads like Delaware Ave-
nue, Elkton Road and Cleve-
land Avenue. Streetlights in
residential areas will not be
affected.

Vitelli said switching to
LED will reduce mainte-
nance costs due to the avoid-
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The city will replace nearly 2,000 streetlights with new, energy-efficient LED lights. On the right is
an LED light, and on the left is a traditional streetlight.

ed labor associated with
changing the current light-
bulbs, which costs $13,562
ayear.

The city will also save ap-
proximately $90,573 per year
in energy costs. The new
bulbs produce better light
distribution and less light
pollution, Vitelli said.

Converting to LED will
cost $459,759, but Finance
Director Lou Vitola said
last week that DEMEC has

secured a low-interest loan
commitment from the Dela-
ware Sustainable Energy
Utility to buy the lights. Af-
ter installation, DEMEC will
invoice the city for its share
in the program costs to meet
the repayment to the SEU.
The city will then use the en-
ergy efficiency component
of its green energy funding
for its share of the program
costs, as well as money from
the Conservation Advisory

Committee.

The only out-of-pocket in-
vestment for the city is the
$100,000 allocated to the
CAC, which will be paid
back in less than 14 months,
Vitola said.

Council unanimously ap-
proved the spending.

“I really strongly support
this,” Councilwoman Marge
Hadden said. “It really is the
way to go, and these lights
will last 20 years.”

Saturday, Oct. 24, 12pm-5pm
Academy Building Lawn « Main St. & Academy St.

Free admission!
Art by local artists for sale!

Plus music and kids art activities.

“ NEWARX
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-'«u ALLIANCE

276 East Main Street, Suite 10

www.newarkartsalliance.org

| Market East Plaza |
Newark, DE 19711 | 302-266-7266 |

Media Sponsor:

NewARK Post

Event Sponsor:

Newark Partnership

Delaware

p Division of the

This program is made possible, in part, by a grant from the Delaware Division of the Arts, a state agency dedicated
to nurturing and supporting the arts in Delaware, in partnership with the National Endowment for the Arts.
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By KARIE SIMMONS
ksimmons@chespub.com

Whether you’re a ghoul,
goblin, princess or witch,
there are plenty of ways to
celebrate Halloween and
autumn in Newark. Here
are five events in the next
two weeks that are sure to
get you in the spooky spirit.

Suburban Plaza
Harvest Festival

Saturday, 11 a.m. to 3
p.m.

Suburban Plaza

Head down to Subur-
ban Plaza off Elkton Road
on Saturday for the 20th-
annual Harvest Festival, a
free family-friendly event
packed with entertainment,
prizes and Halloween-
themed fun.

A costume contest for
children 12 and under
will begin at 11 a.m. in the
Plato’s Closet parking lot
with Suburban Plaza gift
certificates for first, second
and third-place winners.
Concord Pet will also be
hosting its annual doggie
costume contest. Registra-
tion is from 11 a.m. to 1:30
p.m. and a winner will be
announced at 2 p.m.

Starting at noon, there
will be free hot dogs and
soda as well as food sam-
ples in front of Amalfi Pizza,
free cotton candy at Fulton
Paper, cookie decorating at
Acme, face painting at Sec-
ond Source and raffle prizes.
Children can also go trick-
ortreating at participating
stores around the plaza and
meet costume characters
like Elmo, Darth Vader and
Princess Anna and Princess
Elsa from Disney’s Frozen.

Attendees are encouraged
to participate in a poison
apple contest, hula hoop
contest and watch a variety
of shows taking place in the
park next to Painting with a
Twist throughout the event.

Newark Arts Alliance
Harvest Arts Festival

Saturday, Noon to 5 p.m.

Academy Lawn

Stop by Main Street’s
Academy Lawn on Saturday
afternoon for the seventh-
annual Harvest Arts Festi-

val hosted by the Newark-

Arts Alliance and sponsored
by the Downtown Newark
Partnership.

Admission is free, and
more than 20 local artists
will have fine art, crafts and
jewelry for sale. There will
also be live music and a chil-
dren’s art activity.

For a full list of artists, vis-
it www.newarkartsalliance.
org.

- W e o T R

Newark’s Annual
Halloween Parade
and Trick-or-Treat
Main Street

Sunday, 3 to 5 p.m.

Main Street

This Sunday, take part
in the local tradition that
is Newark’s 68th-annual
Halloween parade and go
trick-or-treating down Main
Street for twice the fun.

Marching bands, floats,
antique automobiles and
costumed characters will
stroll down Main Street from
Tyre Avenue to the Univer-
sity of Delaware’s Old Col-
lege. Following the parade,
costumed children can go
trick-or-treating at many of
the downtown stores and
businesses as well as take
pictures in a decorated area
on Academy Street.

Honoring its History while Developing its Future.
A Chrysler/Commaunity Celebration

Main Street will be closed
from Library Avenue to
North College Avenue start-
ing at 2:30 p.m., as will Tyre
Avenue and Delaware Circle
and Delaware Avenue from
Chapel Street to Library Av-
enue. All municipal lots will
offer free parking.

There is no rain date for
the parade. In case of in-
clement weather, please call
the Leisure Time Hotline at
302-366-7147.

George
Wilson Center
Halloween Party

Thursday, 4 to 5:30 p.m.

George Wilson Center, 303
New London Road

Children ages 3 to 12 are
invited to the George Wil-
son Center on Thursday for
a special Halloween party.

"CONNECTWITHUS £ '8 G0 e
68th-annual parade headlines slate of Halloween events

There will be games, re-
freshments and a costume
contest.

The cost is $2 at the door.

Mayor’s Masquerade
5K Fun Run/Walk

Oct. 31, 9 to 9:45 a.m. pre-
registration and check-in, 10
a.m. race time

Delaware Technology
Park, 1 Innovation Way

Come out and run, jog or
walk with family and friends
on Halloween as part of
the second-annual Mayor’s
Masquerade 5K.

The costumed run will
start at Delaware Technol-
ogy Park and head out onto
the James Hall Trail. An
after-party will follow the

_race, and awards and prizes

will be given away for top
two finishers in each age

NEWARK POST PHOTO BY JOSH SHANNON

Ivan Henderson, a Newark Historical Society board member,
reads children’s stories during a Halloween event held at the
Newark History Museum on Saturday.

group plus costume catego-
ries.

Registration on or before
Oct. 30 is $15 online at www.
fusionracetiming.com and

820 the day of the race. Chil-
dren 3 and under are free.
All proceeds from the event
will help fund an adaptive
playground in the city.

Technology &

ced Re’sg’éf”’ch

Friday, October 30"
5:30pm-7:30pm

540 S. College Avenue, Newark, DE, 19713

Find out more. Pre-registration encouraged:
www.chs.udel.edu/event/chrysler

If you have any questions, please contact

Heather lgo (hpfigo@udel.edu or call 302-831-1054).
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Come see memorabilia, the painted mural and other
highlights from the former Chrysler assembly plant.
Explore the primary care, physical therapy, and speech-
language-hearing clinics that are open to the public.
Tour the building and meet other STAR tenants-Bloom
Energy and more!
«  Learn how you can help others by participating in
cutting-edge research studies.
« — Free admission and parking. Family-friendly event with
light refreshments.

www.chs.udel_.edu/evenf/chrysler '
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Bird rescue volunteer sees work as ‘giving back’
GET TO WORK

SPOTLIGHT ON NEWARK’S
WORKING MEN AND WOMEN

By KARIE SIMMONS
ksimmons@chespub.com

Paulette Derkach remem-
bers the first time she set a
bird free.

It was a warm, sunny day in
Maryland, and the red-tailed
hawk she was carrying was
eager to get out — almost as
eager as Derkach was to set
it free. She opened the blue
plastic bin, laid it on its side
and knelt down in the grass
to coax the bird out.

The hawk sat on the side of
the bin for a moment, taking
in the familiar surroundings,
before spreading its wings
and soaring into the sky.

Derkach was in awe.

“The raptors are just so
majestic,” she recalled last
week. “They’re so majestic
when they open their wings.”

Her first release happened
just a few months after she
started working with Tri-
State Bird Rescue and now,
almost seven years later, she
has cared for and released
more birds than she can
count. She volunteers once
a week at the rescue and
research center nestled in
White Clay Creek State Park
just north of Newark, and to
her, there’s no better way to
spend her time.

Derkach, who lives in
North Wilmington, joined
Tri-State after retiring from
an administrative office job
at a chemical company. She
had always loved birds and
enjoyed watching them in
her backyard, so when she

heard Tri-State was looking
for volunteers, she jumped at
the opportunity. She is now a
certified bird care assistant.

“l said to myself, ‘That
might be something I want
to do when I retire,” so I did
it,” she said. “I feel good
about it. I feel like I'm doing
something good for the en-
vironment and giving back
when I come here and help
the birds.”

Tri-State Bird Rescue and
Research was founded in
1976 and operates today
out of the Frink Center for
Wildlife. The nonprofit has
12 paid staff members and
more than 200 volunteers
who work together to rehab
injured, orphaned and oiled
wild birds with the goal of re-
turning healthy birds to their
natural environment. So far
this year, they have cared for
more than 2,400 native and
500 non-native birds.

Take a quick tour around
the property, and it’s clear
there ‘is something at Tri-
State for every bird — pools
for water birds like ducks
and gulls, incubators for
baby birds, large cages for
hawks, owls, eagles, turkeys,
woodpeckers and songbirds,
and even an oil spill facil-
ity where birds are washed

PHOTO COURTESY OF PAULETTE DERKACH

Paulette Derkach releases a red-tailed hawk in Maryland, just
months after she started volunteering at Tri-State Bird Rescue

and Research in Newark.

" Pastors Jack & Teresa Miller

obeyed the call!

with Dawn dish detergent to
clean their feathers.

Derkach said people call
Tri-State to report injured
or sick birds in Maryland,
Pennsylvania, New Jersey
and Delaware and if they
can’t bring the bird in them-
selves, a volunteer traps the
bird and transports it to the
Newark facility — but it’s not
easy. In fact, Derkach said it
can be quite dangerous.

She recalled a time when
she was taking an owl out
of its cage so the veterinar-
ian on staff could administer
medicine. She threw a sheet
over the bird just as she was
trained to do, but when she
tried to grab its feet, one of
the owl’s talons dug right
into her finger.

“That was not fun,” she
said, laughing.

A typical day at Tri-State
for Derkach starts with a
shift meeting during which
supervisors talk about the
birds at the facility and if any
have been released.

“Everybody always cheers
when birds have been re-
leased,” she said.

Last week, there were 33
birds in-house and most
were raptors, or birds. of
prey. Derkach said owls, fal-
cons, hawks and eagles are
usually injured by impact or
a fight over territory, while
songbirds like robins and
warblers often fly into win-
dows, suffer cat attacks or
get sick from dirty bird feed-
ers. _

Derkach said humans are
to blame for many of these
injuries.

“They’re  losing their
habitats because we keep
building and building, so
they have nowhere to go to
look for their food expect
for where people live and
there’s more chance of them
getting injured that way,”
she said.

Next, Derkach feeds the
birds pre-made plates that

PR === — —
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Paulette Derkach, a volunteer at Tri-State Bird Rescue and Research, points to the bird cages at
the facility which is nestled in White Clay Creek State Park.

are a mixture of mice, rates,
moles, quails or worms, veg-
gies and other protein de-
pending on the species. She
also administers treatment
and sometimes cuts open a
dead mouse to hide the med-
icine inside. Some of her
other duties include chang-
ing water, putting down pine
needles for the owls, clean-
ing cages of food scraps and
feces and looking for pellets.

“Bird poop is a good thing
around here,” she said. “It
tells you the bird is eating
and it’s digesting.”

Regardless of her task, she
has to be very quiet when
interacting with the birds so
as not to startle them in their
cage and even wears a mask
and gloves for the baby birds
so they don’t get attached.

“They think whoever is
feeding them is the mother,”
she said. “Those birds will
imprint, and you don’t want
them to imprint on humans.”

Derkach has cared for a
wide variety of birds dur-
ing her time as a volunteer,
but her least favorite are the
pelicans, she said. During
her second year at Tri-State,
she helped house a group of
pelicans over the winter and
it was anything but easy.

“I love pelicans at a dis-
tance but after taking care of
them, they’re not my favorite
anymore,” she said. “They’re
really smelly.”

Toward the end of her shift,
Derkach pulls food for the

——————1

| WET BASEMENTS STINK I |

Mold, mildew and water leakage into your basement causes health
land foundation damage. What can be done to fix the problem?
Allstate American Waterproofing is an honest, hardworking local company.

I We will give you a FREE evaluation and estimate and a fair price. We I
have repaired thousands of basements in the area; we can provide local
references. When your neighbors needed waterproofing, they called

I Allstate American. Why don't you? Call now to receive a 20% discount with

your FREE ESTIMATE. MHIC#36672

CALL 1 800 420 7783 NOW!
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next day using a recipe chart
that tells her which bird gets
what type of food. She said
some birds normally eat fish
and eagles eat rats, while
gulls get a plate full of scraps
of dead mice and other meat
and vultures get plates of
old, rotting meat. Once she’s
finished making the mix-
tures of fruits, vegetables
and protein, she cleans the
kitchen and heads home.

“After you've done every-
thing, it’s pretty exhausting
and you can really say you've
done a good day’s work,”
she said.

Every now and then,
Derkach will get to release
a bird, which is her favorite
part about her job. Song-
birds are released on the
Tri-State property, and birds
like ducks and gulls are re-
leased near the water. How-
ever, raptors are returned
to where they were found
because they are territorial
where they hunt.

She recalled a time when
she returned a seagull to
Rehoboth Beach and the
woman who originally found
the bird wanted to be a part
of the release, which made
for a special moment.

“That was really cool,” she
said. “In general, the true re-
ward for volunteering here
is to be able to release a
healthy, beautiful bird back
to its natural environment.”

Derkach said she enjoys
working at Tri-State and

Reserve your family vacation loday!

can’t think of a better way to
spend her retirement than
giving back to her surround-
ing environment. Sometimes
taking care of birds can be
hard work, but it’s the most
rewarding and exciting work
she’s ever done.

“I'm always coming home
telling my husband, “Youll
never believe what I saw to-
day,” she said. “I love that.”

For more information
about Tri-State Bird Rescue
and Research and to learn
how to become a volunteer,
visit www.tristatebird.org.

This day-in-the-life profile of
a bird rescue volunteer is the
latest installment in the New-
ark Post’s occasional “Get to
Work” series, an in-depth look
at some of Newark’s working
men and women. If you know
someone who would make a
good Get to Work profile, con-
tact reporter Karie Simmons
at ksimmons@chespub.com.

Post Stumper solved
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~ Police: Newark man admits
stabbing psychiatrist to death

By JOSH SHANNON
jshannon@chespub.com

A Newark man has been charged with
the brutal slaying of a Hockessin doctor.

Christopher Frick, 21, stands accused of
first-degree murder, home invasion, bur-
glary and other related offenses. He is be-
ing held at Howard R. Young Correctional
Institution without bail.

Police identified the victim as 55-year-old
Dr. Caroline Ekong, a psychiatrist at the
Rockford Center in Stanton. Ekong was
found dead in her home in the Sanford
Ridge neighborhood just before 4 a.m. Oct.
14

Cpl. Tracey Duffy, a spokeswoman for
the New Castle County Police Depart-
ment, said Frick broke into the home and
confronted Ekong. Frick then allegedly

stabbed Ekong numerous times, killing
her.

A short time later, Frick drove to a resi-
dence in the Autumnwood neighborhood
near Hockessin and called 911 to report
“what he had done,” Duffy said.

“Frick allegedly planned this incident for
some time,” Duffy said.

She said Frick knew Ekong through a
“professional interaction” but did not elabo-
rate.

However, a review of the Rockford Center
posted online under the name Christopher
Frick is critical of the facility, with the au-
thor comparing his time there to being in
prison.

“The person who imprisoned me was Car-
oline Ekong, whose ego is so large that she
would never be able to admit that she was
doing wrong,” the posting reads, in:part.

:

By JOSH SHANNON
jshannon@chespub.com

Police are searching for two masked gun-
men who robbed a convenience store in
Brookside early Sunday morning.

The robbery happened at 3:30 a.m. at the
Wawa located at the corner of East Chest-
nut Hill Road and South Chapel Street.

Sgt. Richard Bratz, a spokesman for Del-
aware State Police, said the two men con-
fronted three employees at the front counter
and demanded money from the registers.
The clerks complied, and the men left on
foot with an undisclosed amount of cash.

No one was injured.

Both men were described as 150 to 170

pounds, had their faces covered, wore dark ;

Gunmen rob BrO(ﬂ)’l'lw{sidé”Wawéi

hooded sweatshirts and carried handguns.
One was between 5 feet, 10 inches and 5
feet 11 inches tall, and the other was slightly
taller.

Bratz said no surveillance footage is avail-
able.

This marks at least the third time this
year that the Brookside Wawa was robbed
at gunpoint, with the earlier incidents hap-
pening May 7 and May 26.

Anyone with information about Sunday’s
incident is asked to contact DSP at 302-834-
2630. Information may also be provided by
calling Delaware Crime Stoppers at 1-800-
TIP-3333, via the Internet at www.delaware.
crimestoppersweb.com, or by sending an
anonymous tip by text to 274637 (CRIMES)
using the keyword “DSP.”

Police: Man robbed Taco Bell, bank

By JOSH SHANNON
jshannon@chespub.com

Delaware State Police
have arrested a Newark
man they say robbed a fast-
food restaurant and a bank
last week.

Daniel R. Kalinowski,
20, was charged with two
counts of first-degree rob-
bery and one count of
wearing a disguise during
the commission of a felony.
He was committed to the
Howard R. Young Correc-
tional Institution in lieu of

$100,000 secured bail.

According to Sgt. Rich-
ard Bratz, the first robbery
happened just before 7:30
p.m. Oct. 15 at the Taco
Bell in Chestnut Hill Plaza
in Brookside.

Kalinowski allegedly
waited in line until all the
customers got out of the
way and then approached
a cashier and demanded
money, implying he had
a gun. He took an undis-
closed amount of cash and
left in a white Nissan sedan,
Bratz said.

Conveniently Located in
Downtown Newark

in The Main Street Galleria

Eye Examinations
Contact Lenses
Fashion Eyewear

Treatment of Ocular Disease

converse  The Main Street Galleria

45 East Main Street, Suite 201 - Newark

Clear Explanations of Procedures

Professional & Camg; Staff
Most Insurances and HMOs

Accepted

www.kneisleyeye.com

The following day, at ap-
proximately 11 a.m., Ka-
linowski struck again, this
time at the Artisan’s Bank
at 2424 Pulaski Highway in
Glasgow, police said. With
the hood of his sweatshirt
covering his face, he al-
legedly demanded money
from a teller, again imply-
ing he had a gun.

After receiving cash, Ka-
linowski left on foot. Re-
sponding officers found
him about a half-mile away
in People’s Plaza shopping
center, Bratz said.

Detectives linked Kalin-
owski to both robberies “af-
ter obtaining evidence from
the scene,. conducting in-
terviews and utilizing other
investigative = measures,”
Bratz said.

Cash, marijuana
stolen during break-in
on Westfield Drive

A-resident living on West-
field Drive, near Casho
Mill Road, is missing cash
and medicinal marijuana
after someone broke into a
home last week, police say.

According to Cpl. James
Spadola, a spokesman for
the Newark Police De-
partment, the break-in oc-
curred sometime betweén
Oct. 11 and Sunday while
the resident was out of
town.

Spadola said police be-
lieve the thief entered the
home through a second-
floor window. An out-
door bench had also been
moved underneath the
window and is thought to
have helped the thief gain
access.

No other items were re-
ported missing from the
home and Spadola said
police do not have any sus-
pects at this time, although
they continue to investi-
gate the incident. :
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€ WE BUY SCRAP METAL

Cash for all types of metals & cars including:
Steel * Batteries * Aluminum ¢ Stainless ¢ Brass ¢ Copper ¢ Vinyl Siding

Roll Off & Demolition Services Available
Clean Yard - Friendly Service
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CeciL County’s #1 METAL RECYCLER
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Rd,, Elkton, MD
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Cellphones, tablet
stolen at house party

Someone
electronics during a house
party in Cherry Hill Manor
over the weekend, police
say.

According to Cpl. James
Spadola, a spokesman for
the Newark Police Depart-
ment, the theft occurred at
approximately 2:30 a.m. Sat-
urday during a party at the
home, which is located in
the unit block of Ethan Allen
Court.

The resident told police
there were less than 10 peo-
ple at the party, but he didn’t
know all of them. He noticed
his iPhone was missing dur-
ing the party and discovered
another cellphone and a tab-
let computer were missing
from his room the next day.

The stolen items are esti-
mated to be worth roughly
$1,000.

Spadola said police contin-
ue to investigate the incident
but do not have any suspects
at this time.

Laptop, cash taken
from Main Street
apartment

A University of Delaware
student is missing her laptop
and an undisclosed amount
of cash after someone bur-
glarized her apartment last
week.

According to Cpl. James
Spadola, a spokesman for the
Newark Police Department,
the theft occurred sometime

stole several -

between 4:30 and 10:10 p.m.
on Oct. 14 in the 200 block of
East Main Street.

‘The victim told police she
left her apartment to go to
class and returned to discov-
er her laptop, which she had
left on the couch, was gone
and so was money that had
been in a desk.

The laptop is valued at
$350.

Spadola said police did not
observe any signs of forced
entry and have no suspects
at this time, although they
are still investigating the in-
cident.

Police: 93 'f;l'r'es
dumped ‘unlawfully’
on Brookhill Drive

Police are looking for the
person who has been ille-
gally dumping used tires on
city property.

According to Cpl. James
Spadola, a spokesman for the
Newark Police Department,
the suspect has dropped off
93 tires on Brookhill Drive
in the South Chapel Indus-
trial Park between Oct. 7 and
Oct. 12.

Spadola said police believe
the suspect, who was caught
on camera driving a dark-
colored pickup truck, has
dumped tires there three
times. They were discovered
by a city employee and cost
$357 to remove.

Police continue to investi-
gate the incident, and Spado-
la said if the suspect is found,
he or she will be charged
with unlawful dumping.

The Easiest Way
to Sell a Car

HASSLE-FREE ¢ FAIR PRICE

1-800-869-5246

+ 2000-2015 Vehicles

+ Running or Not

+ Cash Paid on the Spot
+ Nationwide Free Towing

Licensed — Professional

CARSCON
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Driver crashes into bridge,
flips car on North Chapel Street

By KARIE SIMMONS
ksimmons@chespub.com

A woman suffered minor
injuries after she lost control
of her car Monday afternoon
and hit the side of a railroad
bridge on North Chapel
Street, causing the vehicle
to flip over, police said.

The driver was identified
as Sophie Marine, 19, of
Wilmington.

According to Cpl. James
Spadola, a spokesman for

the Newark Police Depart-
ment, Marine was driving
her 2016 Hyundai Elantra
north on North Chapel
Street around 1:56 p.m.
when she lost control of
the car underneath the CSX
railroad bridge and hit the
right side of the bridge.
After striking the bridge,
the car flipped over and
landed on its roof, Spa-
dola said. A nearby citizen
helped Marine out of her
car while police and para-

medics responded to the
scene. No other vehicles
were involved in the crash.

Spadola said Marine was
wearing her seatbelt but
suffered minor injuries
to her legs and was taken
to Christiana Hospital for
treatment.

North Chapel Street was
closed for about an hour
while crews cleaned up the
crash and towed the vehicle.

Marine was cited for inat-
tentive driving.

NEWARK POST PHOTOS BY JOSH SHANNON
A Wilmington woman suffered minor injuries after crashing into the North Chapel Street railroad
bridge and flipping her car on Monday.

E with Fulton Bank’s

Newark High holds homecoming parade

A Newark High School senior revs up the crowd as the senior class float enters Hoffman Stadium
during the homecoming parade on Oct. 16. For more photos, go to newarkpostonline.com.

| Invitational Calling Festival
| October 24th at The Hewre de Grace Dece

- Junior Duck & Goose Calling Championships
- Maryland State Duck Championship

- Maryland State Goose Championship
- Chesapeake Bay open Regional

- Susquehanna Flats Open Regional

- Chesapeake Bay Open Goose Calling Championship
- Mason Dixon Open Regional Duck Championship

OptionLine Home Equity Line of Credit’

urrent Standard Rate

Apply online at fultonbank.com
or visit your local branch.

Fulton Bank
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LISTENING IS JUST THE BEGINNING.

1.800.FULTON.4 | fultonbank.com

Fulton Bank, N.A. Member FDIC. Member of the Fulton Financial Family. 'The product is a variable rate line of credit
secured by the primary e and not ding an 80% loan to value ratio. This account includes a fixed rate
option. This rate may vary, but once established as a new Fixed Rate Advance, will not vary thereafter. A $100 rate
lock fee applies each time you establish a Fixed Rate Advance. The fee is waived if rate is locked at closing. There
is no maximum line amount for this promotion. For properties in PA and DE, all closing cost fees will be waived. If
you close your account within 36 months of opening it, you will be required to pay any closing cost fees that Fulton
Bank paid on your behalf. Closing costs for lines of credit up to $500,000 typically range from approximately $131
to $647 depending on line amount, appraisal requirements and property location. For properties in VA, all closing
cost fees will be waived on primary 1-4 family residence secured credits up to 80.0% LTV with automatic deduction
of payment from a Fulton Bank deposit account. Recordation taxes will only be waived on Eligible Property Value
subject to the tax. Eligible Property Value, for purposes of this waiver of taxes, is defined as the lesser of the following
two amounts: $250,000 or the difference between the appraised value of the property and the sum total of any
recorded liens. In addition, title insurance is required if the line is used to purchase the property or the line amount is
for $500,000 or more. Also, there is a $300 Trust Review fee, if applicable. Borrower must pay mortgage satisfaction
fees at loan termination. Property insurance is required. Rate and terms subject to change and may be withdrawn
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