“In The Nation

We Must Construct a New
Forelgn Pohcy

L3 % By ARTHUR KRQCK
. With the compact of Munich the for-
eign policy of the present administra-

'esxdent Secretary Hull and Un-
oretary Welles are searching for

@l onew Perhaps its outlines emerged
Me Welles's radio speech \Monday
ti whlch after dutifully seeking

] nt;resolvad/last week’s erlsls he ot-
a8 wn;ld program.

1ts ‘olitlined details this was not

7 at all: disarmament, no bombing

. gassing of civilians and cities, the

eupg of economic barriers, all to be
ed ‘at a world conference which
ugovernment would "be happy to
tiBitiate if the' prospect of agreement
ﬁqm’ed hopeful. ‘Since we have been
nﬁgonventlons like these for years,
sx ly “this wedk Mr. Chamberlain
p'lo d thaf _Great.Britain would now
{ rearm ata 8] ediepirate, and since na-
t xg.lism 4n Europe seems more acute
than ever, an efféctwe world confer-
ence appemto be d,xstant still.

But so‘m.pfhmg Mportant happened'

_after the Rwseve a.dmmistratxon be-
.gan\ to ma.‘Fm‘these same proposals to
-thp world, something that wrote “finis”
%nn»’tm foreign policy which was their
‘base /and called for a subsutute This
gowrnment throtigh the- ‘President as-
sociated itself by inference with 'a set-
tlement (that of " Mumch) which was
fQunded on treaty-vmlatlon. ,.,;-__And
“this government .through Mr.’ Roose-
“yelt’s direct appeals to Hitler and Mus-
solini, inferentially , canceled a long
series of offlcla.l attacks on the dicta®
tors by asldn eceiving from them
consideration of our plea to- alcept the
fruits - of aggression msteed ‘of rudely
plucking them. A =
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The Dictators Who Obliged

.. Mussolini, although he had inter-
‘ceded with Hitler before he received
| Mr. Roosevelt’s fervent suggestion that
he do so, at any rate proceeded as the
President asked. Hitler, whether or not

the second American note was in any:

way responsible, did agree to wait a
few days to get nine-tenths of his de-
,mands, and this is what Mr, Roosevelt
askgd the Fuehrer to do. The Washmg-

ton administration is very proud of,
and even inclined to exaggerate, the

‘effects and circumstances of its efforts,
_and thus is in the position of approving
the Compact of Munich. Therefore it
cannot goncéivably resume its hints
that ‘Germény and Italy should be
“quara,ntixie’d”; and, in _view of what at
Munich the President estimated to Hit-

| ler would be ‘‘an outstanding historic

service to humanity,” might not im-
press Tokyo as logical if it continued to

China. Japanese statesmen might nat-
urally reason that, if China will quit re-
sisting and ‘accept the conquest, that,

service to humanity.”

“Viewed in this light, our intervention
in Europe calls for a readjustment of
_previous foreign policy. On the official
record .the United States Government
is. under obligations to oné dictator
for receiving something on threat of
force instead of taking it by force.'And
if is under, obligations to another dic-
tator for persuading the first one so to
proceed. If this does not call for an
end of official attacks on the treaty-
breakers and the aggressor§, and that

| does not imply a cha.nge inspolicy, it

is most difficult to understand what

else it does call for and imply.
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. Tokyo.

frown on Japan for seizing parts of |

ulism e Future .

Durmg bax'ra.ge of Prealdentia.l
| a.nd State Department utterances in
| 1937 and 1938 many hard words were

spoken of the dictatorial governments,
. and resentment - in ' Berlin . and Rome
was at least as great'as it was in
In thai;Q ‘same period Wash-
ington high officials denounced the
cesgion or possession:of territory by
force and wunilateral revision or de-
struction of treaties. ‘Oct. §, 1937, the
Presid¢nt-said at Chicago that .“when
an epidemic oq physical disease starts ;
to spread the community approves.and
joins in a quaranﬁne of the patlem in.
order to protect the health of the com-
munity against the spread of the dis-

| ease.” The dictator States accepted

this as a definite threat of agction,
About this same time “a hlgh official” |
explained- to THE NEW YORK TIMES
our policy meant that “war-threatening
‘countries cannot, obtam their . objec-
tives by default because of the un-
willingness of’ peace—loving nations to
insist. on- respect for the rights and
sanctltyrof international obligations.”

. Those words and that policy were
thrown out of the window of the'Fueh-

f rerhaus. &t ‘Munich. In_the belief of
i ! the - governments of Great Britain,
too, would be “an outstanding historic |

France and the United States they had

. to be ejected to avert a general war,

‘Maybe Hitler was bluffing, but that is
beside the point. The outcome is peace,
though for how long no man knows.
A realistic policy replaced the fine
words of Washington, London and
Paris, with all three governments as-
senting directly or taeitly, and British, |
French and American statesmen pub- |
licly rejoicing over the result. '

The ‘“quarantine” ‘was not invoked
-by Mr. Roosevelt. Quite the contrary.
The ‘‘war-threatening countries”. did
“obtain their objectives by default.”
So be it. If a realistic foreign policy
at Wa§Mngton is the result, and. pious
preachments without intent to imple-.
ment. are abandoned for hard *fe

then possibly what harppened at

/mehfay not hnppﬁ‘i’bon




