México, DeF.,
November 23, 19L4.

Transmitting Copy of Hecret Letter Left with
the Minister of Foreign “elations, v, Padilla,
Setting ¥orth the Latest attitude of our
Government on the /rgentine Iituation.

The Honorable
Jecretary of State,
ashington, D.C,

5 §

I have the honor to refer to the Jepartment's cir-
cular telegram of HNovember 18, 10 p.m., setting forth the
latest position of our Government with respect to the
Argentine situation and ilanstruecting me to bring the con-
siderations in thils telegram tc the attention of the
Forelgn Minister st the earliest possible moment, In view
of the fact that the Minister, In, Padilla, is absent in the
north of Mexico on official business for some days, and in
view of the importance of this matter, and the desirability
of this information getting to him in the most complete form
possible, I decided to write a letter to the iinister, in-
corporating the substance of the Department's attlitude so
that the Under “ecretary, Ur. Tello, could transmit it to
the Miniater.

I tierefore prepared a secret letter dated November
20, to the ¥inligter, of which & copy is enclosed herewith
(Enclosure Ho, 1) and which I left with the Under ‘ecretary,
or. Tello, that evening with the reguest that it be forwarded
by such means as he had to the Minister. After reading the
letter Ur, Tello sald that he thought it most important
and interesting and he would take the appropriate measures
to get this letter, which I had so thoughtfully prepared,
into the hands of the Minister at the earliest possible
moment.

Although my instructions were on the basis of the
telegram under reference to make an oral presentation to
the linister, I deemed it desirable in view of the temporary
absence of the Minlister, and in view of the ilmportance of
the bubstance of the telegram, and the necessity, in my
opinion, of the substance thereof getiing to the Minister
in the c¢learest and mosgt definite form, to write this letter
%o him so that there would be no guestion that the attitude
of our Government in every respeet, as it had been set
forth, would be known to him,.

In
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In a secret letter I addreased to ¥Mr, Armour, dated
November 21, I have already brought to his attention the
foregoingz asction which I took with respect to the Depart-
ment's telegram of November 18, 10 p.m. I may relterate
in this despatch what I sald in my secret lstter of November
21 to Mr., asarmour, that I consider the Department's telegram
under reference a most helpful one. It will be most
effective toc have this clear, uneguivocal and, in =y opinion,
entirely sound and desirable presentation of our views
made to our Chiefs of Jiission and to the Foreign Minlisters
of the other american kepublies, It will undoubtedly also
get to the Argentine regime through indiscretions which
we know are taking place and cannot aveoid on the part of
at least one or more foreign offices to the south, As I
have already indicated to the Uepurtment, however, while such
indiscretions are undesirable and often dangerous, in this
case I think it will gerve s useful purpose for the argentine
regime to know in what unequivooal, clear and strong terms
weé have nmade known our sttitude.

In view of the fact that I have not gseen the liinister
himself, I cannot give any indication up to the present of
his resction.

I should say that when v, Telloc, the Under Secretary,
read this letter, hereto append®jie called my attention to
the third paragruph on page 2, in which it is stated that
the Mexican Government has further emphasized in its memoranda
that the situastion in the Argentine with which we are con-
fronted has been created by those men who are actually in
power in that country. Jr. Tello called my attention to
the fact that the lfexlcar Covernment had not sald that the
men presently in the irgentine had created this situation,
He said that they had used the word "actores"™ - that is,
actors, Ir, Tello sald it was in & way a secondary matter
for while these men now in power in the .rgentine had not
created the situation with whieh we were conrronted inm the
Argentine, as it had been created by peevious regimes, they
were very definitely the present "actors” in thls tragedy
and were responsible for pressing forward this situation to
its present extremely serious degree,

I am mentioning this matter becasuse I think I may be
responsible for the use by the lepartment in its telegram
of November 18, 10 p.m, of the language whiech has been used
and which is to the effect that the men in the present
Argentine regime have "created"” the problems with which we
have to deal. As a matter of fact, the word used by the
Mexican Foreign lMinister in his wmemorandum is "actores" -
that is, those who are playing the role in the present govern-
ment, which is carrying forward these ideas but not necessarily
those who created the situation,

I wish to make this clarifying statement in view of the
remarks which r, Tello masde to me when I delivered this
letter to him.

Hespectfully yours,

G. S, Messersnmith

Enclosure:

A8 stated
To Department in guintuplicate
GEM tHA




