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Within four or five dayg after the death of President Roosevelt I decided 

to go to Washington in order to have an operation whioh I had needed for about a 

year. I had been discouraged on several occasions from having this operation 

take place by both the President and the Secretary, who kept asking whether it 

had to be done at the time. The difficulty whioh needed attention was causing 

me a great deal of inconvenience and unhappiness and I should have had the opera­

tion at least a half a year before. I therefore telegraphed the Department that 

I was coming up in order to go to the Naval Hospital at Bethesda and that I would 

be arriving on a Monday morning and going immediately to the hospital. I arrived 

by plane early in the morning in Washington and went immediately to the Metropolitan 

Club in orderto wash up and have breakfast and intended to go to the hospital by 

about 9 o'clock. Shortly before 9 I had a telephone call from the White House 

saying that the President would like to see me before I went to the hospital. 

I was very much surprised as I did not know that the White House had any knowledge 

of my coming and I had made no communication to the President and had not re­

quested the Department to inform it. 

I had never met President Truman. I had naturally read and heard a great 

deal of him. I had admired the work that he had done on the Truman Committee. 

When I arrived at the White House shortly after 9 o'clock Kate Connelly, who was 

the President's secretary, said that the President would see me immediately and 

he showed me into the President's office. The President received me very cor­

dially and said that he had heard that I was going to the hospital for this 

operation and that he had wished to see me just for a moment before I went out. 

He went on to say that he had not had any desire to sit in the chair where he 

was sitting, that he was sitting there was entirely unexpected. He said, ttI will 

need all the friends that I can possibly have. I want you to know that our good 

friend (meaning President Roosevelt) has frequently spoken to me about you. I 

know how much he appreciated the work that you have done from time to time and 

how much he valued your judgment. The task whioh I have before me is a very 
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difficult one and as I said before, I shall need all the friends that I can 

possibly have, and I need friends like you to help me. I would like to feel, 

Messersmith, that I can depend upon you as you helped our good friend." 

I was really very much surprised to hear this expression from the Presi«» 

dent» He mede the statement in a very simple and greatly sincere way. He had 

not known me personally at all, and I did not know how much he knew of my actua­

tion. I was all the more surprised as I did not know that President Roosevelt 

had talked over many things with Senator Truman which lay outside of the scope 

of the work in which Senator Truman was principally interested. I was a little 

moved by the courtesy of the President and by his obvious sincerity and simpli­

city. I- said to him, "Mr« President, it is true that I did everything I could 

to help our good friend. I have always tried to do my work to the best of my 

ability. So far as being of assistance to you, I do not know of what assistance 

I can be but you can be assured that in any way that I can be helpful to you, 

I am at your command." I said, "You know, Mr. President, an Ambassador is not 

only a representative of our country but according to tradition in our country 

he is also the personal representative of the President. As such I have a 

direct responsibility to you. I am deeply appreciative of your courtesy and your 

generosity and I can assure you that in any way that I can possibly be of any 

assistance to you, I wish to do so«" 

The President then went on to say he did not wish to keep me, as he knew 

I had planned to go to the hospital very early in the morning. He said that after 

I left the hospital he wanted me to plan to stay in Washington for some days as 

there were a number of- matters he wished to talk over with me. He then added that 

he had planned and promised to go to the chapel at the Bethesda Naval Hospittil 

the following Sunday morning to the churoh service. He said, "I will come up and 

see you after the church service*" I told the President that he was being too 

kind, that that was too great an honor and that I would be very happy to let 
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him know as soon as I was able to leave the hospital and able to come to the 

White House to see him. He replied, "We will see each other on Sunday." 

I had the privilege of having the most unusual care at the Naval Hospitalo 

Dr. Thompson, of the staff of the Mayo Clinic and who was one of the great 

surgeons of that time and I am sure is today, was in the service of the Navy 

for the period of the war. He performed the operation and I found that he was 

not only a great doctor and a great surgeon but also an unusually fine human 

being. Everything went very well after the operation and on the following 

Saturday I told Dr. Thompson that I understood the President was coming to the 

chapel on Sunday morning and that he had said something about coming to see me 

in my room afterwards, and that I really thought it was a little bit too much 

courtesy for the President to show and might create some unnecessary attention. 

Dr. Thompson said, "There is no reason why you shouldn't go down to the chapel 

on Sunday morning if you so wish." He said, "You can be taken down to the 

chapel in a wheel chair and it will be all right for you to walk into the 

church." During the course of the week and shortly after the operation John 

Snyder, the Secretary of the Treasury, who was an old and valued friend, came 

in to see me and indicated that the President would wish to see me after I had 

left the hospital. On Sunday morning I went down to the chapel and the President 

and his family came in and occupied pews in the front of the church. After the 

service was over the President and his family naturally left the chapel first, 

and as he passed the pew where I was he saw me and he spoke to me and said 

something about going up to my room, and I told him that I was getting along 

so well that I was going to be able to leave the hospital and go down town, so 

that I would be able to come to the White House to see him at any time he wished 

to see me. The President said that I should keep in touch with him and as soon 

as I was able to get about easily, that we could have several talks before I 

returned to Mexico City. 

I have often thought, in view of events as they developed afterwards, of 

this conversation. President Truman, like all of us, had many virtues and a 
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number of f a i l i n g s . He was a man essen t ia l ly simple and I think very human0 In 

a l l the relat ionships that I had with him u n t i l a f te r the decision was reached 

to move me out of the Argentine in the spring of 19i+7 our re la t ionships had been 

as cordial as they could possibly be and I had always found him generous and 

understanding and very human. I had always found him to be a man of h is word* 

I had in fact great regard for the President so far as his conduct of foreign 

re la t ions was concerned. I think he was g raa-ii of courage and a man of great 

common sense. He was brought up in a small community and he real ized that the 

problems of a family of nations are not much different from the problems of a 

small community and must be viewed in tha t way, a t leas t in t h e i r essen t ia l 

aspects . I t has always been a matter of regret to me that the way in which he 

accepted my resignation a f t e r I had done exactly what was expected of me by my 

government towards the middle of 19i+7» that i t natural ly created a s i tua t ion 

where I had no desire to see him and he had a cer ta in re luc tance , I th ink, t o 

see rae a s , being a man in many ways of fine fee l ings , i t was rather d is t ress ing 

to have to look rae in the face. I w i l l refer to t h i s in another memorandum. 


