Vienne, January 27,

Dear iir, Phillips:

I am sending you lerewith a copy of my letter to
the Acting Secretary, Judge lioore, of January 16, which I
think you may find of interest,

The Italian Ilinister here, llr, falata, is showing
hi self very friendly and has on occasions been what seemed
to me to be very frank with me with regard to matters on
which his predecessor was most reserved. IHe seems to put
hinself out to be friendly, Vie have very good relations here
with the Secretaries of the Italian Legation who are a wvery

nice lot of young men, liss Salata, who is about 22, or per-
haps a little older, the daughter of the NMinister and who acts
as his hostess here, tells me she is going to Rome on Feb-
ruary 6 to be there the rest of I'ebruary, IHer address there
igs Via Reno 14, I assume that she will le.ve cards on lirs,

Phillips and if you could show her some little courtesy on a
convenient occasion I would appreciate it,

Bveryone here in the Italian Legation is most en=-
thusiastic concerring the new American Ambascedor to Rone,
his wife, and daughters, From what I gather here you have
taken Rome by storm and while I am sure this adds a lot to
your responsibilities, it certainly helps a lot in these
difficult times too,

Honorable
William Thillips,
American Ambassador,
Niome, Italye




For your conflidential information I may tell
you that we were told here that Goering while he wms in
Rome tried te get Hussolini to change his delfinite policy
of support of Austrian Independence and that he found there
a very stiff and unchanging attitudes We are told in
Govermment circles here that fussolini has recently re-
assured the “overmment here that Italy is just as much in-
terested as ever in the maintenance of A:strian independ-
ence and that "mothing can change that attitude“, It would
be very interesting for ne to lmow if you have any informe-
ation which would indicate that Goering did cover this in
his Rome conversations and if there is any infomation that
llussolini has again repesated these assurances to Vienna,

I am inclined to think he has,

My wife and I are planning to nmake at least a
brief visit home, sailing from Hamburg on April 7, as my
nother always expects me at this time of the year, is now
88, and is unfortunately slowly loosing her sight.s I
shall take st least a brief leave at home at that iime if
the circumstances here will make my leaving the posi fens=-
ible. I wish we could look forwsrd to a visit from you
and lrs, Fhillips and your daughters helore we go home,

Any time would suit us, I am nol repeating this invitation
to be importunate, but just to let you Imow what a pleasure
it would give us to see you and that you may know that any
time during February and larch would suit us which would
suit your convenience, Perhaps you may find it necessary
to put off your visit until the early surmer and I can a sgure
you that that is a delightful tire to be in Vienna, Perhaps
the girls particularly would enjoy Vienna more in the warm
weather than et this time of the year,

With cordial good wishes to you all,

Faithfully yours,

George S, llessersmith,
Enclosure:
Copy of letter of Jan.l6, to
Judge lioore,




